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" Kulak Danger In

%

Soviet Reappears

New Tax Decree, Aimed at Wealthy
Peasants, Reveals Grave Situation;

By J. G, WRIGHT

The Supreme Council of the
Sovlet Unlon, when in session b
August, transacied whal appears
on the surface to have been A
minor plece of business, which re-
ceived 1ttle publicity In Rusaia
and was given a routine porn-
graph in the world preas. It is
sued o new tax,

Sinlin found it Indispensable Lo
placé a special tax on horses
owned by peasants not members
of the colleetive farms. In the
tervitories of Great Russin, the
Ukraine and Wihite Russin this
tax has been set at 500 roubles
for the Arst borse, and BM rou-
Lles for the second and third. In
other reglons the nx ranges
from A00-T00 roubles, The dead-
line for payvment is October 135
but those peasants whe enroll In
the colleetives prior to this date
are exempl from payment of the
tax.,

Decren of Sweeping Nature

The decree is so worded as to
give the impression thal this tax
is aimed only at a sectlon of
those Individuml persant proprié-
fors who are atill outside the col-
leetivies, It affects peasants who
not only possess horses but also
hire them out to collective forms.
There can be no doubf, however,
regarding the aweeping nature of
this decree becatse the long-
standing shortage of horses{ fol-
lowing the mass slaughter of
cattle by pemsants during the pe-
ried of enforeed “wholesale” col-
loctivization}y has made It neces-
sary for the collectives to hire
horses from Individual peasant
proprietors.

Moreover, the competition be-
tween the varlous collectives to
assure themselves of the Indls-
pensable supply has made this
hiring very lucrative. 8o wide-
spread and important has the
practice become that the press
hag from time to Ume made meon-
tion of "abuses” in this sphere,
and directives have periodically
been issued against “discrimina-
tive practlees” in favor of the in-
dividuasl peasant proprietors.
Transloted into the language of
gconomic reality” it means that
the individunl peasant proprietors
have been able to compéts very
succeasfully with the collectives,
and grow at their expense. 30
suceessfully, In fact, that drastie
meagures, of which the tax de-
erge is the Arst, have fAnally been
resolvid upon to cope with the
growing danger.

The size of the tax itself, the
brief period of less than sixty
days set for its collection, as well
ff the “sxemption” proviso Indl-
ecate graphically the real import
pnd intent of this decree. The ku-
Ink danger iz abroad egaln.

For some Ume now references
te “mgevts of the kulak" have
dotted the Soviet press. Obvious-
Iy, & grave mituation exlsts in ag-
rlculture. The decree B &N Avow-
al of thls fact. It iz an avownal
that the system of collective
farms s being undermined by the
automatle Interplay of the con-
tradictions In Russian economic
Hfe, While milder in form, It is
nevertheless a resumption of the
poliey of enforced collectivization
pursued so disastrously In  the
course of the frat Five-Year Plan.
Sinlin proposes to emvo the eol-
lectlve farmsae by driving the
peasants Inte them against their
will.

The problem that Stalin has so
canfidently declared as resolved
“forever” has  confronted him
agaln under new conditions and
in far more aggravated form,

Within the scope of thia article
it & impoaslble to deal with all
the aspects of the new sltuation.
Thers are two importanl faotors
of profound bearlng on  future
developments that must be
strassod,

Differences n Collectives

The struggle agalnst the kulsk
must he resumed at & time when
within the collectives themselves
a process of differentiation i3 oc-
curring wvery swiftly. As agalnst
118 eollectlve farms with an in-
eome of over a milllon dollars
annually in 1935, thore were 561
guch “"millionaire” collectivea in
1847, (Pravda, July 28, 1938). If
this were a normal congequence
aof the growing proaperity of the
collective syatern as a  whole,
ther# would be no need for arti-
ficial measures o forcg peasants
inte the collectives, Thiey would
have been automatically absorbed
in the extansion of the collectives,
But we are not witnessing any
auch process of healthy growth
and expansion. Instead the col-
lectives are being ripped apart
internally, while belng endang-
ered from the outside by the sta-
bilization and growth of the In-
dividual peasant propeletors.
Within the collectivea thers is a
growth of one pole of “prosper-

of the reasons for Btalin’e past
“guccesa” in temporarily resolv-
ing the problem of the kulak was
the ability of Russian industry to
abgorb a vast army of raw agrl-
cultural labor. The peasants wers
driven not only into the collec-
tives buot also Into thae wurban
canterg, where conditions, bad as
they were, nevertheless provided
by and large an “improvement”
gver the bestinl and the predomi-
nantly feudal routine of rural
exigtence. This safety walve no
longer functiona. In  fack, the
mongtrows disproportions from
which Soviet economy sulfers—
and which the regime instead of
mitigating ean only aggravate—
kave not only reduced the flow
of man power from rural reglons
but have actunlly mnéted o re-
virae 1t
Return to Villugs

The peasant no S00NEr  Re-
gualnta himeelf with prevailing
conditlong in industry than he
srels to return to the willage,
even as an agricultural laborer.
The trend s 8o marked that
Fravida ltself has had to publickze
it. Thus, in commenting on the
eritical situation in the Donbas
coal mining area, Pravda openly
warnad the management of the
mines a8 follows: "Let them boewnr
in mind that spring and sum-
mer arg approaching — seasons
when in pasi years, as a conse-
guence of inattention to housing
and living eonditions of the
worliers, séctions of them re.
turned to the village to work In
the flelds.” {Fravda, Feh. 8 183§).
It goes without saying that this
phenemenon iz mot limited to the
Donbas reglon,

Only the foture will tell pre-
ciaely what scope and form the
struggle against the kulak will
mesume, Bul it s already appo-
rent that the class struggle in the
village will shortly enter into its
gharpest and most open phase,

LABOR SHOWS
STRENGTH
IN SOUTH

HOUSTON, Sept. 6. — Without
disturbing the tranguillily of the
glow South, labor has begun to
move into offensive positions, The
potent wndereurrent could be felt
as organized labor at Houston
mobilized 14,000 rollicking, shout-
ing Labor Day paraders and
marched them down Main Street
yiesterday,

In some reapects it was much
Itke any other parade that has
pounded eily pavementa in yenrs
past, There was a motorcycle es-
cort, & few official cars, a dozeh
bands and a progesslon of march-
ing men three miles long.

A FPeople’s Parade

Hul there the similarity ended.
There was hnothing formal abowt
these hatlese, coatless, happy
workers who were having a bet-
ter time than the shoutlng, cheers
ing onlogkers, This was a peo-
ple's parade and underneath was
the humming power of organized
labor In a city growing industrinl-
iv by leaps and bounds.

In the ranks were youngslers
carrying placards  peading,
“Trade Unlonlsts of Tomorrow.”
Came g gap In the ranks as the
marchers were standing back
from mn untelean abject—a tall,
gaunt, black-hooded and shroud-
ed Agure stalking, humping along
and bearing & slgn “Parker Unl-
forms Unfalre"™

A lletle further along a small
but deflant band was causing ap-
plavse whenever they hove Into
sight. It was the siriking Cocn-
Cole emplayees.

Negro Dockers March

But the most sipnificant from the
standpolnt of the South were the
14 locals of the longehoreman’s
union. Approximetely 5,000 strong
of whom 4000 were Negroes. All
of them were dressed In thelr
blue denim wmiforms. The Ne-
groes had thres bands, o bible
clags, ball team and Ladies’ Aux-
Mnry.

The reactlonary leaders, A, J.
Bunnon and George A, Wilson of
the A, F. of L. Trades Council,
turned thumbs doewn on an offer
of the 10O, for o jolnt parade
with » minimum of 5000 CIO
workers marching, Bannon even
refused permission to H. A. Ras-
muszen, S W00, organizer, o
carry A sign showing CI.O. sup-
port of the Coca-Cola strilke,

Less than thivty miles away,
however, in the Tri-Cltles (Goose-
creek, Pelly, Baytown) areas, &
viery different attitude wea ap-
parent, Therg s joint farade of
ovar 5,000 CILO, and A, F. of L.
marchers wea followed by a joint
plenie where tons of free barbe-
cue was disiributed to o crowd of
100,000

(Continued from page 1)
Thet these men will be used to
man the ships when the bone fAde
senmen strike is obvious to un-
fon marine workers,

N.MU., “Cooperates”

While the plekats, most of
whom belong to West Coast un-
fona, continue Aghting against the
government agencles bent on de-
stroving ]l maritimes unions, the
Mational Maritime Union still
follows s course of “cooperat-
ing" with the Maritime Commis-
sion. Plcketing ships such as the
Bouthern Cross works for the di-
rect benefit of the N.MU, for
when the Commission is forced
to eall unlon men to 1l crew va-
cancies, it im the N.MUL hiring
hall that is called, Yet the mew
officlala persist in alding the Ma-
ritime Commission by advocats
ing the slogan "Pack the Fink
Hulls."

Militant rank-and-file seamen,
disguated with dhe Communlal
Party poliey of “golng along”
with all government agencies,
hoped that the electlon that
swept the Stalinists from control
of the M.MAL would put the un-
fon alongsaide the West Coast
unions in the fght aganst the
fink halls. But in the fight againat
the Stalinists only succeeded In
putting in a few new officers
with the same fatal poliey.

Even on the Pllot, ihe unlon®
newspaper, the BStalinials have
rldden the wave of revoll, The
long-wmited house clesning
finds, out of a staff of three, two
old Communist Party stooges.
Corby Paxton, formerly business
manager and now editor, pdited
the Volee of Labor, a C, F-con-
tralled shest published in Hono-
balu, and §8 well known on the
West Coast as a devoted follower
of the “parlty line' Assistant
Editor A. L. Hennessey [z the
-:.n]:.r one connected with the de-
funct Rank and File FPllot,

Look Who's Herae!

Prize apecimen on the staff s
Managing Editor Jim OMell,
ane-time editor of the VYoles of
the Federatlon, organ of the Ma-
ritime Federation of the Paclfic,
Early in 1837 O'Mell was slipped
into the YVoles by the C. P. ma-
chineg after a bitter factional
fight that threatened to disrupt
the Federation., After promising
to keep the poliey of the Vaoles
non-partisan, within sk secks
O'Mell trumpeted the £ P. line
exclusively. The pages of the
Federatlon’s newapaper were
agpen to publicity wrlters of ew-
ery atooge organization of the
C, P from the Internatlonal
Workers Order to the League of
Ameriean Writers, but union men
attempling o protest mgninst the
ruinous  policics of Bridges and
Cig. wirg denied g voice.

Under the direction of this
“journalist™ the YVoles of the Fed-
eratlon declined from a fAghting
maritime newapaper with a na-
tlonal clrculation to & Stalinist
rag that not even members of
the Federation would read. The
paper has not yet got out of the
finaneial hole intoe which it
plunged under his editorahip.

At the 1937 convention of the
M.F.PC. the delegates remowved
O'Mell from his job, Moew the
whole game I8 belng played again
on the BEast Coast, with O'Nell
prepared onee more to do the
Stalinigts’ dirty work-—with n fine
air of impartinlity,

B.1LF. Charter Delayed

Meanwhille, issuance of a na-
tionnl charter to the SUFE by
the A, F. of L. iz belng delayed,
Thi discredided fakers of the ald
International Seamen’s Union,
who hold a charter but no union,
have prevented the Executive
Councll from granting the char-
ter as planned, These men, Schar-
renberg, Hunter, Ross, ete, af-
ter erippling and betraying the
senmen for vears, now stand in
the way of the militant SUP,
These men, ¢ontrolling a hand-
ful of seamen In the Gulf and on
the Groat Lakes, demand au-
tonomy on o district basls. En-
courgged by this, Chapdelaine is
trying to retain contral of the
A, F. of L. Beamen's Unlon, oper-
nting under & federal charter for
the Enst Coast,

The Sailors® Union of the Pa-
cific has agreed fo accept a
charter only If they retaln full
autonomy on g national scale, and
they have made clear that they
intend to bave nothing to do with
the fekers of the ILEII At the
cofming national conventlon of the
A, F. of L. the fight for a na-
tional charter will be pushed to
a eonclualon,

Just received for remtal:

James T. Farrell's latest navel:

No Star Is Lost

Reservations
still being received on

CELINE — Death on ihe In-
statlment Plan.

‘“The Russian Workers

Own S_tory”*

Reviewed by JOE HAMNSEN

(Continued from last issue)

In the very educational system the school
teachora attempt to clreumvent the systematic
propaganda of Blalln, This la explalned by a
local secretary of the Communlst Pariy-—inel-
dentally an ardent defender of Stalin: “You see
even though Stalin's book on Leninlam la to
form a part of Lenin's work and is now made
& compulsory possession of every llbrary and a
texibook in every echool, very few grown-up
intelligent people in Ruossin take Stalln as any-
thing meore than a joke so far as education is
concerned.”

THE YOUTH KNOW

This ls more concretely shown in a surprlse
visit paid by a high officlal—of course a Sta-
linite—to a class in which 15 taught the history
of the Communist Party. The school Grencher
recounts the visit ns follows:

The Stalinite offlclal beginag questioning one
af the pupils: "Who organized the proletarist to
overthrow Caoariam and capitalism in the Soviet
Union 7

“Narlous parties for the overthrow of Czar-
igm; only the Bolshevik Party was against ca-
pltnlism."*

“Who was the leader of the Bolsheviks™

“Comrade Viadimir Iyiteh Lenin.”

“Who were his chlef assistants?

“Many Bolsheviks. I can anly name Comiades
Krupshaya, Zlnovielf, and Kapmenef."

"“What did the party do In 1805%"

"It tried to organize armed vlsings, but soe-
ceaded only on a small seale”™

"What was Trotsky doing in 19057

“¥ou will cxcuse me, comrade Inspector,
Trotsky was not & member of the party at that
time."

The government offleia]l guestlons the next
oy, "What part did Comrade Stalln take in
preparing the party for the Oectober Revolu-
tlon "

“He was always i member of some commities
and cccasionally a secrotary.”

"Was his o lending part?"

“It depended whether the part played by his
committes was an important one."

“How did Comrade Z2talin malnly distinguish
himself as o leader?™

Mo snswer was fortheoming, The officlal
asked Il any other member of the class could
angwer the guestion, A girl roge and said: “He
abernys carried a book under his arm in order
to show that he was a learned man"”

“And was Comrade Stalin not a
man 7"

“He must have been more learned than the
workers of his tlme, because they did nol even
know how to rend.”

“What made you say thet Comrade Stalin
carrled o book under his arm?"

"1 saw a photograph in the library.*

The offcinl questionsd the eclass generally:
"Whoe was Comrade Lenin's chlef pasistant in
the Detober Revolutlon and elvil wars®

“Trotaky,” came the loud answer,

“And who elas?

“The proletarian soldiers.” -

The officlal turned to the top girl: “Have you
rénd any book by Comrade Btalin or have you
aver been told sbout Leninism?™

“I have se¢ the book in the Hbrary, tried to
read it, bul eould not make out what Leninism
wag."

“And how would wou conneet Lenin with
Marx?"

“In the same way as I would eonnect a grent
Shakespearian actor with Shakespeare—becpuse
Lénin fArat studled then acted Marx."

The class applauded the anawer, The official
left hastlly, commenting that this wasn't the
standard system of education in Russin, & re-
mark which the school teacher toek us a com-
pliment,

That not even the writings of Trotsky have
been completely suppressed in Russin iz shown
by the following incident: In one of the workers'
librarvies in the Ukralne, Silver noticed a studesnt
studying & book by Trotsky, The student hap-
pened fo be the daughter of the secretary of
the Communist Club. Bllver asked if Trolsky's
books aren't “illegal" in Russis. “MNo” came the
answer, “they're not illegal; they've marely dis-
appeared from Russian librarles.”

TELLS WHO SUPPORTS STALIN

Stalln’s power rests upon a very unstable base,
Hiz followers are far from belng so numerous
as the one-tleket shot-gun elections would Indi-
cate. Grigha, the old Bolshevik friend of Sllver,
estimates the number of Stalin's supporters as
follows:

“Azx a member of the party with unbroken
gervice and u delegate 1o nearly all the confer-
ences, I have had it driven home to me how
the ciréus character of the conferences hag besn
gradually and systematically developed, In the
same tempo a8 the number of delegates of the
Elack Hundred and international crock type
has inereased ab.conforence affer conference; T
don’t think I'm wrong in estimating that 80 per

learned

cent of the delegates represented 30 per cent of
membars of the same type as themselves, We
enn therefore assume that fully & milllon and a
half members are aupporters of Stalin.

“We wlll call that the ‘dynamo. The “fy-
wheel' Iz the G.P.U, three-guarters of o milllon
of them well paid, strictly disciplined and resady
to kill anyone bul themeclves, as long as they
are given all the privileges that o sebjeet of
Stalin enn get, The ‘machine’ is the three to
four million burcaucratz, Add to these about a
million young people who have never had a
chance to look upon anyithing except through
the eyes of wvery akliliful propagandlsts, and o
glmilar number of workers who belleve thot
‘guack’'s pills are best” becnuss they hear It and
pee It everywhers. Add all these togother and
you have the sum total of Btalln's supportera,
The total may not be quite as big as the figures
would indicate, for people are apt to discard
plills when they find they don't give the results
expected, and not all the bureauerats are Sla-
lin"s supporters. Remember, in Ceariat days we
had many good Sociallsts among the Czar's clvil
servanis. Who ls against? Nobody ecan tell that
with any measure of certpinty. That can only
become more or less elenr at a renl erisls, But
I am nol far wrong when T say that in the south
Btalin has very few admirers and is very ltele
foared.”

"THEY'RE A NEW
ARISTOCRACY !

Borls Sliver's observations confilrm entiraly
the reporis of the Tchernavins, of Lyons, of
Fred Beal, of Ciliga, eic., as 4o the inhuman re-
prozsions of the Stalln bureauvcracy, lts incremns-
ing strangulation of the produetive forees, the
tragic and farcical nature of the irials ataged
with no other intention but to tghten the grip
of Stalin's gang upon the workers' state,

On Btalin's course as a whole a school teach-
er commants; “Stalin iz alse responslble for the
digeovery thet Soclallam ls posslble In one eoun-
try alone and that permanent revolutlon means
permanent dictatorship of the proletariat. Tt
didn't take genius to dlscover such absurdities
which are both meaningless and contradictory,
because over whom would & dictatorship rule if
soclalism  turned everybody into proletarlans?
And 1f the present unprecedented advertising
boost of him as the great leader succeeds, we may
yel see for the first time mediocrity destroying
the work of genlus, uniless, of course, thers are
still encugh people left In Hussia able to form a

. party such as Lenin had in his mind at an his-

torlcal moment when Stalin and his bureaucracy
are at death grips either with ambitious rivals
or ambltious foreign powers,”

Az for the Inlensity of feeling agalnat the
bureaveracy this s ably expressed by an old
worker—a boot maker, “They sre our masters:
they make us work! They're & new arlstocrney!
-+ + There will never be equality In Russia unil]
every ané of these new aristocrata ls strangled,”

HOW OPPRESSION WILL END

A clagz-mate of Sllver’s In the days before
1805 gutlined his ldea of how Stalln will be
overthrown: “Today leadership, political as
well as milltary, has gradually come fo mean
perssnal power over the workers and peasants;
membership of the Communlst Party Is mow
just o sound Investment In a gigantle commer-
clal trust, and even the Eed Army Is becoming
more and more satorated with snobblshness
and other pelfy bourpecis motives. Take it
from me, Stalin will not only have his stuck-up
proletrainn generals ke VoroshilofM and Bu-
denny; he may alse have means (o corrupt
men as capable as Tukhachevsky and Ego-
rov, and to purge the army of all true Soclal-
Ists who cannot possibly accept him as they
pocepted Lenin and Trotshy,

“It will, of course, take a very long -tlme to
convert the Red Army Into s natlonal army,
because the reserve s silll internationsl and
60 too ready to fight tyranny at home as well
as abroad. There s only one comfort—Rossln
can mever be wholly conguered, it s too vast
for that, and the Russlan people had tasted
freedom for nearly ten years before Stalin
succeded in becoming n tyrant. They will make
good use of & war sliustion to get rid of thelr
oppressors ot home first, and afterwards of the
Invaders by temching their soldiers how to get
rld of tholr oppressors.

“Thats the way I=a UIfclong Soelalist—
and very many like me—fesl about g™

Borls Sllver leaves Russia not &s wn embit-
tered pessimist rendy to review the fundamen-
talg of o Marxism he never understood—but as
one hopeflul for the fulure, convineed that Sta-=
lin and his bureaucracy are A temporary phe-
TOMEenen,

This book s worthy of a place in the library
of every one intersted in knowing what is hap-
pening in the USS.R. )

THE RUSSIAN WORKERS' OWN STORY, By

Boris Sliver, 251 pp., London, George Allen &
Unwin, Ltd. Ts, 6d. 1938,

BOSS OFFENSIVE

a major offemsive agalnst the un-
ions, and that the lockout of the

putes with their employers,”
Thus Lundeberg and the 3P,

cd, As

MET BY LABOR

{Contlnued from page 1)
isfled until scabs can “peacefully'”
paas the lines.

In preliminary negotiations the
union representatives gave up
demands for the 35hour week
and atore-wlde senfority and, al-
though they demandeaed them
aguin when the strike was called,
alrendy they have agroed to drop
the demands, But the owners are
adamant in thelr determination
io contrel absslutely the hiring
and firing of all employess. It la
senfority rights that the clerks
are most Inslstent on obtaining,
for the constant turnover and lay-
offs In the retnil irade malkes io-

3000 warehousemen and the fore-
ing of the atrike of the retall
clerks i part and parcel of A
planned campalgn, If the employ-
ore were counting on the split In
labor's ranks, caused by the dis-
ruptive notions of Harry Bridges,
West Coast director of the C.LO.,
the response of the unions to the
clerks' strlke should give them
pause,
Spllkes Bridges' Slander

On the waterfront, where re-
sentment against Bridges' union-
busting tactica 13 higheat, the
AU.P. made ¢lear in s published
statement that the seamen stood
firmly bahind the longshoremen
and warshousemen., Declaring
that the statement only relter-
sled the long-standing pollay of
the 80P, Lundeberg sald, pub-

splked the lies of the Communist
Party, who attempted to cover
the disgraceful role of Bridges
by mecusing the S.UP, of belng a
shipownera' tool, and served no-
tice on the bosses that, regardleas
of the fght against the Stalinist
union-busters, & fghting wunity
would meet the open-shop drive
on the waterfront.
L. A. Unlons Fledge Ald

In Los Angelea, too, where flve
major CLLO. unlons left the
Bridges-controlled Industrial

Councll In protest againat the dis-

ruption of the Communist Party
BLOOEES,
united ranks. Im a leiter to &l
maritime unions the newly-
formed Trade Unlon Confersnce
pledged support te all maritime
unigns, regardless of affillation,

the bosses” threat met

(Continued from page 1)
by the Stalinists in the TLAW.
has placed all groups before the
acld test. Fine apeeches and
wordy resoluticns could not re-
move the unavoldable necessity
of taking a stand, A combination
of clroumstances made the So-
clalist Party an Influantial force
in the unlen. Throughout they
have performed a wrélched role
—the shadow of the Stalinists.
Left 4o thelr own, they fumbled
the ball consistently. But the in-
tenslty of the fight dld not per-
mit them thiz luxury for long.
The cowardliness of the party
leaders and shabbiness of the
party program made dthem an
easy prey for the eynieal and un-
prineipled corcerlst, Walter Reu-
ther, His personal ambltions
dominated the party pollcy. Nor-
man Thomas fumed and even
made public declaratlons buat
Walter Reuther continued to put
the party through the poaces,
With Reuther at the halm, the
difference betwesn the C. P. and
& P, was not decisive, The 5, P.
whined and even protested but
in the end it always tagged along
behind the Stalindsts, Undoubied-
¥, Reuther will repay the 5 P,
one of these daya for their taol-
erant tréeatment, just ss David
Lasser of the Workers Alllance
did-—by leaving the party when
he g dome with 1t and kicking It
in the face on the way out. That
iz of lttle Importance, however,
to American workers who are
having demonsirated for them
once agaln in the UAW. the ut-
ter bankruptey of the Soclalist
Party ns a force for progressive
unlonism,
L L] L]

Martin Fights the C. P.

Only & blind man or & fool
would deny that Homer Martin
has waged a persistent and cou-
ragecus struggle against the un-
fon busters, He has refused to
make any rotten eompromise
with the Stalinlats, reslsted thelr
blackmail and apurned their re-
peated attempts to buy him off,
Where countless CIO. leaders
from Lewis down have taken the
casy rowd mnd become fronta for
the Communist Party in the un-
ions, it is to Martins eredit that
he refused to se¢ll out.

But good Intentions never
made & good Hphter. Especially
in & political fight are skill and
principles of paramount impor-
tance. Martin's skill in the strug-
gle against the Stalinlsts has al-
ways at best been gquestionable,
and the principles of the admin-
latration group allled with him
have beean open to serlous critle-
lsm by progressive uwnlonists, Un-
der these conditions, the Stallnist
game wis tremendously facilitat-
long ng Martin foiight
them with buresucratic weapons,
they could shout “democracy’” to
the high heaven although secret-
Iy they planned a dictatorship. As
long as Martin allied himself
with reactionaries, the Stalinists
could pose as “progressives” al-
though their real policies 4iff-
ered not an lota from those of
Martin's right-wing allits. Thea
auto workers rlghtly jealous of
thelr democratie rights and de-
ul_ring; A pmmlm union fall
victim 1o the Staliniat demagogy.

A Record of Blunders

Lat ua cite tho recerd to make
the point clear:

1. Martin's echief MNeutenants
are men ke Fréd Pleper and Lo-
ren Houser. Notorious for thelr
incompetence, they liberally in-
dulge in ped-baiting of the pood
ald-fashioned warlety. Hatred foc
them and thelr like turned con-
siderablsg sections of the puto
workers ageinst Martin,

2. Martin's appointments of or-
ganizers, whose only quality
lz their loyalty to the machine
and the payroll, alensted
progresaive workers in nearly all
the auto centera. Militant work-
era, whoe had grown suspicious
and distrustful of Stalinist or-
ganizers, were held In line when
Martin replaced the Stalinlsts by
arrogant chalr-warmers.

3 . Martin's ecampadgn apainst
unauthorized strikes wery often
had a demoralizing coffect on the
urign and weakened his support
among the militant slements. In
enforcing the agresment, fighting
hestile foremen and manage-
ments and beating down provo-
catipns, the workers in the plant
were foreed to resort to & sudden
git-down or slow-down. Some of
the unauthorized actlona ware
undoubtedly the work of ecom-
pany agents, but most of them
were clearly a manner of settling
legltimate grievances on the part
of the workers, Ingbead of Martin
pursuing an aggressive policy to-
wards the motor companies for
the enforcement of the agree-
ment, he granted General Motoras
p letter glving them the right to
diseipling unlon men engaged In
unauthortzed actions, This did
aot help the union in negotin-
tigns, it did not diseipline the un-
fon, it did not help Martin with
the militants,
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4. Megotlatlons with General

presslon struck with full force, he
was foreed to retreat. Then ha
bungled all over again by algn-
ing the agreement without con-
sulting the membership, The Sta-
linlsts, origlnators of this type of
high-handed aotion, unscrupu-
lously exploited Martin's buresu-
cratic action and lined wup the
membership againat him.

8. For months Martin sailed
along with no program whatever,
at least with none wisible, Q P,
demagogy about militeney and
democracy found ready lsteners
in this period. Their demagogy
went up In smoke when Martin
champloned and carrled the 20-
point program at the Executive
Board last May. But the pro-
gram was carried out In the most
dilstory fashlon. The memberahip
remained uninformed about the
unien buaters. Then Martin start-
led the entlre union by his sus-
penslon of fAve of the leading of-
fAeers, This terrible mistake con-
slsted not in the Innocence of the
careerisl and stooge offlcers. Mo!
Their erlmes were heavy enough
te warrant expulelon ten times
over., BHut no educationsl ocam-
palgn had prepared the member-
ahip for these disciplinary meas-
ures. The bureaucratic suspen-
glon put the Stallnists back on
the map of the suto wnlon and
gave them thelr strongest talking
point. Martin has never fully re-
covered from  the Irresponsible
manner in which he carried out
the suspensions,

Stays Among Friends

6. With no other road open
Martin  finally began an open
campalgn. While the campaign
lacked the effectivencss it would
have had befors the suspensions,
it was a step ln the right diree-
tion, But here agnin he bungled.
Instend of going inte hostlle tor-
ritory o convines opposition lo-
cals of the correctneas of his ae-
tlon, Martin remained among hia
friends and kept repeating his
story to lecals already lined up
for him.

Dieapite all his blunders, Mar-
tin's recerd—as the head of the
most demoeratie of CLO. unions,
of the unien which had gained
mast for ita membership through
militant aetlon, of the unlon
which had organized unemployed
workers on an unpresedented
seale-——-gave evety reason to ex-
pect that the Aght could be taken
inta the camp of the enemy and
the Stallnist opposition smashed.
But Martin milsged his boat onece
again. And now lnes are drawn
hard and fast to a polnt where at

| least for the present It ls impos-

gible to change anybody's mind,

Events in the aulte unlon are
dramatie proof on a large scale
that there s only one way to de-
feat the Bialinists. Harry Lunde-
berg and the Weat Const Sallors
gave the Sialinista the trouncing
of their life becausa the¥y fought
the C. P. bureaucrata as cham-
plons of democrasy; they fought
the . P. reactlonaries not as
conservatives bui as progresaive
militant unionists, Democraey
and militancy are the only weap-
ons agninst Stalinist reaction and
dictatorship, These methods are
dictated not by expedlency but
by the fneeds of the unions, by
the true relation of forces and
the roal role of the C P.

L] L] -
The Compromlse Proposals

Tha Soclalist Appeal has wl-
ready polnted out the hypocelitical
nature of the Lewls “peace plan.'”
The plan B a clear attempt to
destroy the autonomy of the un-
fon and to saddle the unlon with
a Stalinist regime. Wiseacres
have terrmed the plan s “eom-
promise,” ¥es, something ke the
eompromise Mussoling made with
Haille SHollassie! There is no
other course for progressives bl
to flght the Lewis-Stalinlst plan
with ewvery ounce of strength at
thelr diaposal.

YTet the danger of a split re-
malns an  imminent possibilty.
With unfon forees almost egually
divided between Martin and the
Biallnists o split would create
untald demege. The rival unlons
would be thrown inte immediate
and bitter conflict. Betwean court
actlone and phyasical vioclence
mmong workers, the manufactur-
erg would have an open fleld for
wrecking both organizations and
re-eatablishing the opem shop.

Toe avoeld the eventuality of
such a aplit, 1t s necessary that
some compronilse be made. The
compromlse cannot and must
not surrender the union to the
Communist Party, ns Lewls
proposes. But It must find some
formuls for composing the dif-
erdnces ot least temporarily.
Naturally, no one nesd have
any lluslons that peace will be
achleved by any compromise
whatever, The Stallnlsts will.
not lose a minute alter the
compromise 18 slgned to resume
their attempts to caplure the
unlon, *

Peaee within the auto union
will eome only aftéer the unlon-
wreckers are deéclsively defeated
and diseredited In the eves of the
membership. That is the job for

BALABANOFF — My Life Motors were handled In n very

2, ous” farmers (L & none other| A rather unusisl feature for Rebel possible any security for the |Heation of the statement af this|(in thelr approaching struggle the progressives who must now J:
then the kulak himself) while at|the labor movement of the South ar : workers., Yot this is the very|iime bocause “the comrat-con-|with the employers. timid and conservative manner.|organize as an independent force E
{4 the other there ls an expanding | was the militancy of some of the LABOR BOOK SHOP question that the negotintors!trolled slander machine §s busily | The West Coast labor move- | Lacking boldness and declsion, (and carry the campaign to the

ment, plagued as it Is by the Sta-
lindsts, in time of danger is still
capable of ¢losing Its ranks,

Martin lost apportunity afler op-
portunity to wrest concessions
from the corporation, then he

rank and flle—the only guarantes
that the United Automobile
Waorkers will be saved from the

geem willing to bargaln away.
Major Antl-Unlon ONfensive
It is clear to San Franclsco's

circulating rumors and HAlthy
les among the longshoremen-
warehousemen that the Sallors

spiechis, Every mentlon of rank-
and-file unity brought loud ap-
plause from every guarier of the

. wpiass of collectivized peasants re-
" dueed to the status of agrieuls
tural laborers.
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- The second new factor is equal-| grounds reached by the loud- Open 10 A. M. to B P. M. union movement, 100,000 strong, |Unlon of the Paclfic will not|ready fo do battle against the|lost the moment to maintaln the | cancer of Stallnlsm and pursue |
By grave in it implications, One' speakers. ' that the employers have launched | back up these men In thelr dis-:employers. status guo and Apslly when de-|a milltant and qu,wﬁ_ﬁ o
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