LN
x"'::- .i-.,'n-:'

-~ AUGUST 27, 1938

—

#

1{-4“--5. . S S

R

e
s T
EEE

e

=y

-
fw'r“ A
e B S

T
'\::F‘II-"E__..'

SOCIALIST APPEAL

e

Peace &
p]Elli‘f

August 27 Iz the tenth anniver-
gary of the gigning of the Fellogs
Pact “to outlaw war” & hand-
spme picee of paper to which
only flve nations—Argenting, Bo-
livia, El Salvedor, Uruguay and
Yemen—fulled to put thelr elg-
naturas.

In the intervening {en Years,
the followlng wars were not pre-
vented: The Japancse seizure of
Manchuria and atiack on Shang-
hai in 1931-32, the Chaco War
fram 1932-35, the Ilalian invasiob
of Eihleple In 1385, the Spanish
Clvil War and the Japanese-
Chinese War, which are both still
raging—not to  mentlon minar
frays sich as the present one In
Pulestine and Britizsh bombing
operations in India. All the eoun-
triea lnvolved In Lhese wars
signed the Kellogg Pact with the
exception of Balivia,

The Swiss have jusl glven
tangible evidence of their faith
in the ability of the League of
Natlons to preserve peace hy
constructing a tank trap with-
In 500 yards of the League of
MNations Palace In Geneva.
There Iz mow a tank trap on
every road luto Geneva.

- - Ll

From fourteen Lo ffteen billion
dollare & wear, six times the
amount spent In the year before
the World War, is being paid for
armaments In 1538 Thus the -
tiona indicate thelr belief thaet
war has been oullmwed. The
“peace-loving  demccracies” as
well ng the “war-mad" dictator-
ships, are doing thelr bit to keep
the munitions works going over-

time.
L] L] L

“There s o apleit that brooeds
over Palestine, and with God's
help pesce will be restored to
the Holy Land,'” declared Mao-
Donald, British Dominlons Sec-
ritary, on August 11, on his re-
turn from Palestine.

There i Indesd n spirit
brogding owver FPalestine, but
soarcely one of pence and holi-
ness. On August 109, Arahs were
besleging Hebron and there was
heavy fighting going on be
twesn  the Britlalh and Arabs
ground Acre and the plain of
Sharon, British planes machine-
gunncd Arabs, as the military
might of Britain proceeded “lo
restore peace (o the Holy Land.”

Generel John J, Pershing has
arrlved in Paris for hls yearly
tour of ingpecilon of Ameriean
war cemeterles in Franes, "Noth-
ing,” sald the Weorld War com-
mander, “ean prevent me from
visiting the American graves in
Franee annually as long as I
Hve.” Here is comfort for the
goldiers of Amerlea®s fufure wars,
“a, ¥ heroes, go and die" ac-
cure in the knowledge that every
year, no matter how Inconvenient
for him it may be, your Com-
mender-in-chief il pay a plous
pligrimage to your graves!

The U. 8. Army Alr Corps, ac-
cording to Russell Owen, New
York Times star reporter, pre-
fers the pame of “Aying fort-
resses” to “Bombers"” sines
“they do not like the onus that
has become attached to that
name” When our military ex-
perts succeed In finding protty
mames for all sueh unpopalar
lethal weapons s polson  goas
and submarines, nobody can
have any objection to being o
casunlty In the sweet and gon-
tle “defense of democracy”™ that
some people, with ne sense of
doceney, lnslst on calllng “lm-

periplist war™

The du Pont family of Dela-
ware, who are not sirangera to
gome 0of these Instruments of
death or the profits to be made
from them, is bullding & 300,000
tomb to house the romaing of the
late Alfred Irenee du Pont, with
room for fve other du Ponts,
Thiz monumant will be n loWer
with a carillon and beacon lights,
and a slx-passenger elevetor—
just the right slze for the ghosta
of mll six du Ponts to ride up
and down In, Thus one of the
greatest of “Amerlea’s sixty fa-
milies™ will bhe houvsed in death
in something like the style to
which it g aceustomed in 1ife.

o

Ona section of the Amerlean
people does not need the rellef
our gomerols government s fry-
ing to folst on it. A survey of
the worklng capltal posltion of
fifty major and ity moderato
sized corporations tonducted hy
an nvestment firm found that
banles “will be wnable to count
on Industry as a sowrcs of de-
mand for the greatly inereased
loans urged on them recently
by tha Reconstruction Finance
Corporntion.” ‘This is “guits
surprising” says the report, In
view of the expectation that
the undistributed profits tax
would cut working capital "wiy
down,” Slnes Industry has morda
money than I knows what to
do with, what about rome more
of It for unemployed rellaf and

Efforts With

Await Nazi Move
In Czechoslovakia

|Hitler Threcrl: Arouses Extreme National-
istic Fervor: Workers View British

Skepticism

and his entou rage. On the surface,

least, that regardless of the results

ever, is not fooled by the cnsy-
going dispoesition of the Cacchs.

denee which reveal the tension
banenth the surface and explain
the highly surcharged atmos-
phere of Frague, when compared
with London or Paris. One can
sirall any evening down the state-
ly Vaclaveke, Pragues Broadway
and Fifth Avenue, and notice the
number of soldiers who walk
briskly past, saluting each other,
The population, from
to worker, eves them with pride,
One can almost read Lehind the
gleam in thelr eyes thelr obvious
thoughts; “There go our soldievs
Laok how strong and well-trained
they arg, If Hitler thinks that he
will take Czechoslovakis like he
took Ausiris, he ia making a big
mistnlke, We will Aght, everyone
af uws; and our army, almast a
million atrong, la the best-
cguipped  In  the world” How
many times now have I heard
such thoughts from the lips of v
rious people, ropresenting  every
gocial atiata and alags!

Speak No German

It is obvicus that an intensa
wuve of natienalism and patrlot-
ism hos swept over this amall,
elongated state, artificially ere-
ated by the Treaty of Verzailles,
and now already half inslde the
jaws of Hitler's OGreater Ger-
many. Instances are (oo numer-
ous to mention, but one made o
profound impreasston upon me, 1
know that Ceochoglovakian js @
glavie language and would be so
mueh glbhberish to me, but T dld
not anticlpate any language dif-
flicultles as I took it for granted
that almoest everyone in ng‘ue
would speak German, Time aftor
time German drew no responyge st
all, Finally, I ashed n comimde to
explainy this, He replied: “0Oh, g !
Most Czechs apeak German, but
they will not do 80 nowadays i
they ean avold I

The reasons for this chauwvin-
istic sweep are not hard to lind,
Hitler's annexation of Ausiria
made the Czech bourgecisie real-
fze that they were next, Eala-
tively far more powerful and
clever than the Ausirinn bour-
geolale, the Ceech bourgeoisic was
determined ta fAght for the pres-
ervalion of their internal Imperi-
alist domain, the right te exploit
the nineg millons of Germana, Slo

viaks, Ruthenians, Hungarlans,
aete., who compriee a definlte ma-
Jority af the tolal population of
15,000,000 When the general mo-
hiligniion wae called on May 21,
there were many misgivings in
foreign capitals, even, It 18 ru-
morad, in the Presldentlal Palace,
Omly the General Staff of the
Army was confldent that the mo-
bilization could be achieved, They
hnew the strength and training of
the army, and the superfority
that the famous Skeda munitlons
works gave them, It turned out
to be a master stroke. Everything
woent off ke clockwork., In some
towna Ih the Sudeten areas,
when seldlérs began to appeasr,
they theught It mwust be the ad-
vaned guard of Hitler's leglons.
The Heonleinists turned out lo wel-
come them, only to be immediate-
Iy digillusioned. Hitler took pause
and decided that ihat was not
the moment. The resull was to
ralae Czech patriotism to o Qe
vierish pltch,

Class Lines Forgotten

Bui far more Important than
the strategy and propaganda of
the bourgesisie In the develop-
ment of the nationalistic apirit
hers has boen the complate de-
gonorption and eapitulation of the
mass workers' organizatlons, the
Communist Parly, the Scclal De-
mocracy and the trade unions.
They have compleiely solldarized
themselves with Benes In an un-
written People's Front and, with
the exception of the German So-
clal-Democratic Party (In Sude-
ten Czechoslovakin), have aban-
doned even making s pretext to
fight for the self-determinntion of
the national minoritics,

While the Stalinist npparatus s
coneetirnted In Praguae, having
nothing at all in the Sudeten
areas, its 40,000 memberz wicld o
far grester infuence proportion-
ately than the IA0LMEN members
of the Czech So¢lal Democratic
Party and the 4000 German-
apeaking Soclal Democrats, It s
important to note, however, that
while the Stallnist influence 18 on
the inereass, it a8 largely amongst
the Intelligentala and the poetly-
bourgeoisle. Prague 8 already
the second (next to 3paln) larg-

There are countless bits of evi- |

By FIEANK DEMBEY
(Speclal to the Seclalist Appesl)

PRAGUE, Crechoslovakia, Aug. 10.—This magnificent city, the
juncture between East and West, has been literally overwhelmed
by an influx of newspaper correspondents since the beginning of this
month-—the occasion, of course, being the arrival of Lord Runciman

Prague is calm; the people do not

seem unduly excited in view of the critical situation. They know, at

of Runciman’s mission, there will

be no war while Runciman is here, so they calmly pursue the even
tenor of their ways, take vacations, sip their beer in the many pleas-
ant cafes and talk—mainly of the Russo-Japanese situation, rather

than of Runciman and Hitler, whom they would like to forget.
The experienced observer, how-,

CZECH PRESIDENT

Rt il

capltalist | |

EDUAHD BENES

GLP UL, outslde of Russin, and the
pangster apparatus, although at
present guist, i@ walting for the
timme when 1§ will be more politic
for it to move more openly and
fresly,

In fact, it is only the small
voice of the Fourth Internatiomng]
that iz ralsed here apainst the
dictatorial war plans of Czecho-
glovakia and the cohauvinistic
poigon that has been Injected Into
the bleodstream of the prolebs-
riat by these so-called workers'
leaders,

Economle Crisls

The present erisiz I8 equally re-
vienled, although perhaps not se
dramatically, in the economie
tield, True, the two gigantle en-
terprises of Czechoeslovakla, the
SEkodan munitions works and the
Hatn shoe factories, are still
showing proflta, but at o dimin-
ished rate. The ecurrency s de-
preciated, the Ceech kronen being
placed in the entegory of the
“Blocked currencies"” along with
the German mark and the Italian

live, This makes it quite advan-
tagecus for fopeigners to wvisit,
but In splte of this the tourist
trade of Czechoslovakia, which
annually draws hundreds of thou-
gands (o its famous baths, has
dwindled to practically nothing,
and most of the baths are closed.

Uncmployment s increasing
steadily, and the government has
made abeolutely no provision for
relief. “Joln the mrmy or starve”
is, in reallty, the slogan of this
"democratic” Eovernment; and,
of eourse, neither the C. P, 8. P
nor trade unipng lift a Anger in
defense of the unemployed. As o
mubier of fmel, the trade unlons,
controlled by the Soclal Demog-
racy, do not even exerciae the
strength  which their numbers
permit them, working hours he-
ing very long and wages low, The
average Ciech worker earns
about 500 a week; Czechoslova-
kia may be a tourist's paradise,
but hardly & worker's, In true
Rooseveltlan Popular Front style,
the entive burden of the crisis
and the war preparationg is
pleeed on the backs of the work-

TTrE,

What will Runelman do? This
question I have propounded to
many  workers, Invarclably they
reply: "I don't know. We hope
for the best, but we do not ex-
peel anything from him'' In this,
the Cezeeh workers show admir-
able pood sense and a healthy
digtrust for the chicanery of Hrit-
ish diplomacy. The newspaper
corregpondents are beginning o
chafe at the lack of news, but
those on the lnalde prediet that
these conversatlons of Runciman
will bring the Henleinizts and the
Government together over the
same table, the object being a
formula which will appease the
glituation for a Ume, as the no-
torious lng in England's rearma-
ment has even handleapped her
in trying to achieve the Fours
Power Pact, The difficulties are
many.

Eelleve War Inevitable
England has no qualms sbout

glving Hitler Sudaten Crzechoslo-
vakin. After wll, It doesn’t belong

est concentration polnt of the

to her, but It must be done
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Note Revgls I‘tlr::l.ia::mI

and German Plan
for Ifiore Aid

By ALBERT GOLDMAN

To the proposal of the Non-
Intervention Committes that
Franco send his “volunteers"
back to Italy and Germany, the
lepder of the Bpanish fasclats re.
plicd that he wants belligerent
righis before any withdrawal ﬂ.ﬂ_d.
thiet an equel inslead of a4 pro-
portional number of meén  ba
withdrawn from boih sides. This
ia tantamouni to a Hat rejection
of the Committes's propozal and
everybedy, with the possible ex-
ception of the Committes [tself,
accepts It as such.

This leaves matiers exnclly as
they were for the last two years.

te send men and armaments for

Franco's forces whila the n,reat|

“democracies™  will  undoubbedly
retaln  their virtual embargo
againat the Loyallst Government,

Quick Vietory Impossible

The ehlef ecxplanation for
Franco's rejection les in the se-
rlous military reversea he has
suffered within the last month.
Had he besn able to continue
his march on Valeneia and had
he felt confident that the end of
Loyalist resistance was really in
sight, he could have very well af-
forded o more affable reply to the
proaposal of the Non-Intervention
Committes. But the hopes which
his suceesaful spring offenslve
arcused for a speedy capitulation
of the Loyalist forces did not ma-
terlgllze, On the contrary thea
Loyalisis launched Lwo suUccossy-
full eounter-attacks with the re-
stilt that, al the present monsent,
tha fascist offensive has  been
gtopped wnd  an Immedinte  vie-
tory appoars out of the question.

Under the circumsiances,
France, neccssarily under in-
structlons  from Mussolind  and
Hitler, g frank encugh and bold
enough o announce Indicectly,
but nonetheless clearly, that he

The fascist powers will contbinue

necds more help from Italy and
Germany, and that he does not
intend to be hpmpered by any
agrecments  from  gelting  that
aid, And wvia Francos rejection,
Hitler and Mussolini have once
agnin announeed to the world
theilr intention of guarantesing a
victory fer their puppet.

Unpleasant as Franco'e {or
rather Mussolini's) Intransi-
geance may be to Prime Minlster
MNeville Chamberlain, the predie-
tion ean be safely made that the
latest slap in the face of the Tory
Governmoent will not change it=
policy of reconciliation with Mus-
solini. Tt is trues that last April
it waz expressly stated by the
Eritieh Governmont that it “re-
garded the seltlement of the
Spankeh guestion as a precegui-
site of the entry inte force of the
pgrecment  [between the Brlilsh
and Ilallan Governments], but
what that meant was that the
Hritish Government wns perfect-
Iy willing to walt for o Franoo
victory before the agredment
would be declared offlcinlly in
force., It would be abaurd Lo sup-
poss that the British poeliticmns
did not know of Mussolinis de-
termination to schieve wvictory
Franco, They, Hke Mussolini,
hoped for an early fascist victory.

British Busy Elsewhers
The conclugion that the British

Government will not be seriously
exerelsed over Franco's note 1s

“peacefully,” That requires time,
Can Hitler wait & year te carry
out the policy of peaceful peme-
tration that is to be proposed?
Moveover, while the Czech gow-
ernment s gulte willing to grant
the Nazla almoat a free hand In
the municipal administrations in
the Sudelen area, such proposala
will weaken thelr authoerity con-
alderably, and they have already
tadiceted that they will insist that
conirol of the police, army and
Ananecial departnenis in the Su-
deten  eliies remain in  their
handa, Whether Rupciman onn
Atd a formula {ahd any formuln
must be at the expense of Caze-
choglovakin) that will be agrce-
able to both Henlein and Benes
temains to be seen. The popula-
tion here iz skeptienl, but in any
cage It believes that war iz in-
evitahle, and sooner rather than
Inter.

Meanwhile, abaolutely no steps
are taken by the povernment to
arm the workers or o solve the
nationalistie problem in an effec-
tive manner. Mor ean any capkial-
Ist government do &0, without un-
leashing a workera” revelution.
It ia thia that the Fourth Inter-
national reallzea, but which the
Crech workers do not yet reallze.
The Instinotive halred of the
workers for Hitler g legitimate
and progressive, But they must be
made to realize, as ths new
united grgen of the Fourth Infer-
hiatlonal, “"Proletarake Noviny"
points out that Hitler cannot be
defeated, nor the indepéndence of
Crecheslovakin maintained, with-
out ot the same time pursuing an
intransigeant policy of clasa
strugple against the Czech bour-
geolzie, Only a worlers' state,
part of the United Soolalist States
of Eurepe, can save Czechoslo-

vakia.

e

PROTESTING PENDING POUM TRIALS

arrival in New Yaork, Monday,
Zpain of left-wing soclalists, o
The telegram stobed:

and International fasclsm,
ba irled before the FPopular

neys. We alse request that

Tresca,
Novuel,

Prisoners and Refugees, A simi
Minister Megrin.

NEW YORK.—A group of prominent eduentors and wrilers
protested to Gonzalez Pena, Spanish Minister of Justice, on his

Newspapers repori impending (rial CNT-FAIL UGT,
Boclallst and POTUM moembers, As devoted Partisans of
the Spanlsh workers In thelr struggle against Franco

that the prisoners ba permitted to choose own eounsel
and be represented by elther Spanish or foreign attor-

of lnhor representatives be permltted to Interview pris-
oncrs and ba present at trial,

Blgned: John Dewey, John Chamberlain, Ludwig
Lore, Dorothy Dunbar Bromley, Max Eastman, Ben-
Jamin Stolberg, Sidney Hook, Meyer Shapiro, Carlo
Anitn Brenners, Dwight Macedonald, George

The telegram was sent by Lthe American Fund for Polltical

against the impending trial in
mrchists and POUMists,

wie demand that prisoners
Tribunal In open court and

an International commitles

lar telegram was gent to Prime

atrengthened by the fact that it
iz right now precccupled with the
tagk of putting the screws on
Czechoslovakia, It i8 not at ail
improbkable that the note from
Burgos was seni just at this time
to ereate a diversion In faver of
Hitler, A jab from behind by
Franeo I8 ag good a hint as any
that the British Governmenl bets
ter do all it oean, through its
emissnry Lord Runciman, to as-
sure Hitler"s domination of Cze-
choslovakin,

What will the Daladier Gov-
ernment of France do? It may
grumble, but tled as It ia to Brit-
ish diplomacy, it is8 not in a po-
gition to follow an independent
course, even though the imperi-
alist imterestsa of France demand
thit Spain be ruled by a govern-
ment which wi]l not interferes
with its route to the French
calonies,

But whal the French or Erltish
Governments do s not hoall %o
important as what the French
workers do to assure that the
Spanish-French border is open
ap that war supplies can reach
the Lowalist forces. The recent
military succosses ghow clearly
that the Spanish workers are
tar from having given up the
battle. The fact that Negrin has
to make positive denislzs of his
purported negotiations for a
truce with Franco shows that the
Popular Front leaders would not
dare to come out openly ln faver
of reaching’ an agreement with
the fasclsts. Such a peace la poa-
sible only over the dead bodles of
the Spanish warkers,

Workers” Ald Needed

Should the French workers be-
gin a real struggle againat the
non-intervention farce (which
guarantesz intervention on  the
part of the fascists only), the
Bpanish worlkers would be tre-
mendously heartened, S0 much 50
that they might even begin to
gpeak onee more in sharp terms
to the Lovalst Government
which, bocause of jtz desire to
Eave Spanish cspitalism, has
been looking to the French and
Eritish capitalist governments for
aid aguninst the fasclst govern-
ments.

Undoubtedly both the Comymu-
nist and Soclelist partics of
France will ralse a howl about
the necessity of relaxing control
over the Spanish border, Bul so
long ns the Daladier Government
knows that nelther party will do
anything more than howl, it will
continue its policy of preventing
renl asaistance from remching the
Loyallst Government.

The victory of the Spanish
workers depends upon the abliity
af both the Spanish and French
workers o free themselves from
the paralyzing hold of the treach-
erous reformists of all types and
to fight fasclsm with the meth-

NEW WAR ZONE
INCLUDES CANADA

{Continued from poge 1)

Aggressors, lAwbreakers, and dic-
Latorahips,

Hull was stating to Europe:
make no mistoke about it, the
United Siates, chocsing ita own
most advantageous occasion, will
come into the approaching war,
and come in with both feel. And
the United States aims o pet the
lion's share out of i

Will Be Debated

Ab the same time, Hull was
again popularizing the ldeological
cover under which the people of
the United States gre being
swung Into the war, It Is grimly
ironic thal an offlcinl of the
bl-nm.l:,r and wholly fllegal Brazil-
lan dictatorship praiscd highly
the conjoined Roosevelt and Hull
gspeeches as showing the world
that the Amerciens wore deter-
mined wt all costs to “defend
damacracy,”

There 18 no doubt that the
Queeng College address will pre-
cipitate a lengthy debate in the
new Congress, Tt 2 equally ocer-
tain that the pounyv-hearted Con-
gressmen of the lsolationist blee,
all of them wholly devoted to the
fundamental [nteresis of U, 8§,
capitalism, will, after windy and
face-saving oratory, fold up be-
fore the war machine, just ns
they did in the case of the BEig
MNavy Bill, and will on every
ather decisive issue,

Only a mass movement divect-
ed uneguivocally against the war
machine and itz plans ¢an hope
te have the alightest efficacy.
Eut at the head of the war mo-
chine stands Franklin D, Roose-
well, That is what makes so im-
measurably criminal the mctions
of the labor Buréaucrats, reform-
istz, Sialinists, liberals, who are
tnow lined behind Roosevelt in
the current elections. By thelr
Mew  Dyalism they are simply
guarantesing the svccess of
Ropsevelt's major  project—the
war—gharpening the knivca
poised to cut the throais of the
workers.

GUILD SIGNS PACT

Tha New York Dailly News unit
of the Amerliean Mewepaper Guild
has Just aigned an agreement
with the publishers improving
minimums in pay, fercing higher
severnnes pay, and has worked
out a plan to oxtend salarcles

ods of social revoelution.

of merit.

In the Awngust-S

MARXISM IN OUR TI

and other

PARTISAM EREVIEW
22 East 17th Street
New York, N. Y.

PARTISAN REVIEW

ART AND POLITICS by Leon Trowsky

THE SOVIET CINEMA, by Dwight Macdonald
THE ENGLISH LITERARY LEFT, by F. W. Dupee
POEMS — STORIES — ART CHRONICLE

INTRODUCTORY OFFER

.

Enclosed please find $1.00 for one years of

Partmisan REviEw (single issue 25¢).

epiem ber Issue:

ME, by Victor Serge

Features

. t-_r-'_'; e !h_,..i..‘l relglty e B 1-. --"L.-:: ¥ _‘ Prosir. i

MName i esennnbsbnniadnds
Address SiRibiRiRcsniics:
T I —— —— - T

pbove the minimum on the basis |

Franco’s Refusal to Withdraw Foreign|Soviet-Japanese

Troops End Non-Intervention Farce
WIRE VISITING SPANISH MINISTER,

War Inevitable

Trotsky Sees Japanese Militarists Headed
for Blow-Up; Internal Difficulties
Force Stalin’s Hand

By LEON TROTSHY

The feoling of satisfactlon owver
the truce between the USSE.
and Japan ahould net ilnepiee op-
tirnlam about the near future. Ja-
pan eannot move deeper into Chi-
ni nnd at the same time tolerate
the USSR, in viadivostok, No
diplomatic wrt ¢can remove this
antagoniam. Tokyo would prefer
to postpone settling i accounts
with the USER. untll itz posi-
tien In China g seoure. But on
the other hand, interonl events
in the ULBER, tempt Japan {o
forge the ron while it Iz hot, that
iz, to mensure strength immedi-
ately. Henes the ambiguous pol-
icy of Japan: provocations, bor-
der viclations, bandit raids, and
slmultanecusly—diplomatic nego-
tatlons 80 as to retaln the possi-
bility for temporary semi-retreats
in cage the UISEBR proves
atronger than Japan would llke.

In Moscow the Inevitability of a
Far Eastern war has long heen
understood, Generally speaking,
Moscow has always been inter-
eqtad in delaying the war, as
much beesuse rapid industrializa-
tign strengthened the military
power of the Soviets sz becausso
the innor contradictionzs of Japan,
where a semi-feudal reglme still
exiata, are preparing the greatest
soclal and political catastrophe.

Fears War, Not Japan

Military diffienliies which Ja-
pan encountered in China and
which the Jepanese militarists in
their  estreme  shorl-sightedness
dhl nod, foreses, gave rise, how-
ever, to s new sitintion. The vi-
tnl interests of the U.S8R. re-
quire that it help China with all
its might, consclously facing the
righh flowing from this. This ia
understoad in the Kremlin, since
a definite opinton upon the Far
Enstern problemy has been al.ap-

ty wears of the Soviet regime.
But the Hremlin oligarehy fears
war, This does not mean ihat il
fears Japan, No one jn Moscow
doubls that the Milkads could nat
withstand a big war. Bub in Mos-

imgr draelt during Lhe eniice fwon- |

cow they glve themselves no less
clear an pecounting of the fact
that a war will inevitably lead
o the collapse of the Stalinlst
dictatorship.

Stalin is wiling to grant any
concesslons in Joreign polley in
arder the morae ruthlessly to
muintein his power within the
country. But theso concesslons
and the failures of Boviet diplo-
maey in the last two years, kindle
discontent wlthin the eountry
and force Stalin te demonstrative
gestures of fores intended to hide
hiz readiness o maks new con-
cessions. This s the explanation
for the latest bloody confllcta on
the Manchurinn and Korean bor-
der as well ns for the fact that
g0 far these conflicta have ended
in truee and not in a new war,

Tokyo Holds ey

The hey to the situstion Is
now in the hands of Tokyo. The
Jupanese government s ruled by
generals. The Japaness generals
are commanded by leutenants,
This constituies the immedinte
danger in the situation. The
lieutenants grasp neither the po-
slition of Japan, nor the position
of the US8R. Despite the Chi-
nese lesson—and parily because
of the Chinesa lesson-—they are
seeking ensy victorles at the ex-
penst of the U.BER. They are
generally mistaken. If they pro-
veke o owar, it will not produce
the immediate collipse of Stalin;
on the contrary, it will strengthen
his posaition for s year or two,
nnd this period Is more than guf-
Acient to reveal in reality the full
inner bankruptey of Japans so-

ccial and political regime, A big

war will bring to Japan & revolu-
tionary catastrophe similar to the
ocine which befell Czarist Russia
ih the last great war. The col-
lapse of the Stalinist dictatorship
will eome only in & second turn.
That Is why for the rulérs of Ja-
pan It would not be wise to foree
Btalin into doing whalt he does
not want, that is, defending the
UAER, with arms in hand,

Coyoacan, DLF., Aug, 12, 1938

FRENCH WORKERS
FACE MAJOR LOSS

Delivering the coup de grace
fto the last remaining eonguest
won as & result of the strike
action of the French workers In
June, 1936, {he bonapartist gov-
ernment &f Dalidier (uneni-
mously approved in the Cham-
ber of Deputies last April) con-
tinues (o advance the march of
reaction in France. The nows-
papers  lacenlcally Inform us
that this 18 not an “abrogation™
of the 40-hour week, but a
“modilieation fla  Interperat-
atfon.”

The prime minister stated in
his radio specch: "1 am  not
againgt the forly-hour law or
any other social law, but T aay
that factorics must work nor-
meplly.” Thus, in the interests of
national defens=e and increased
prodiuction, the previous exten-
ion of the work-week to 45
hours in the armaments indus-
triea has provided the wedge
which reduces the French work-
ers o a palpably worse con-
dition thon prior to the gromf
ptrilkes of June, 1936, Of course,
the 40-hour law, for the time
being, will rempin on the statute
hooke, but "overtime" will now
ba paid al no more than 1045
above the regular wage.

Troops Break Strlke

|- Simultansously with this heavy
| Blow, Daladier secored ancther vie-
tory for the bourgeoisio when hoe
moved in hundreds of SBengalese
troops to Marseille inm order to
unlowd ships there and thus at-
tempt o break the milltant dock-
ar'a strike, which has been golng
omn for more than a month now,

The resignation of the Minister
of Lahor, Ramadier, and that of
Minlster of Public Works, Fros-
sard, hoth members of the noeo-
Soclaliste (a parliamentary right-
wing split off from the S.P.), may
not have any great politiesl sig-
nificance, but it is also posaiblo
that these rather astute politiclans
atill fear what the renction of the
workers will be to this open
provocation of Dalmdier's.

When one stops to consider that
unemployment in France has
been increasing steadily during
the past six months, then the
amazing demagogy of Daladier is
fully revenled., T it iz necessary
to inerense production, then why
not put the unemploved to work?
The answer liea In Daladier's stat-
sment that “labor coats are too
high." The bourgeolsie are not
interested in providing work for
all and decent living eonditions.
Like all good capitalists, their
heariz are to be found in their
pocketbooks,

Open Offcnsive

The concesled offensive against
the Hving standards of the massey
and tho conquests of June, 1935,
that the workers forced the Peao-
ple's Front to write Into the law,
has long since moeved info the
apen. Theo time for nibbling away
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Bﬂsli‘h Veteran

Militant, Dead

NEW YORK, August 10, —
Louis Basky, wveteran American
revolutionist, died Imst night iIn
Metropolitan  Hespital of pneu-
monia. He entered the hospital
on the 15th. He was fifty-six years
ok,

After his arrival in this doun-
try from Hungary, Basky entoersd
the American revolutionary
movement foriy-ong years ago
when he joined the Socialist La-
bor Party. In lnter vears ke be-
camo & member of the IW.W.
and was quite active in many
strikes in the East among the
workers in Schenectady, Eridge-
port and other cities,

When the Communist Party
wag founded In 1919 Basky was
a charter member, He occupied
imporient posts in the leading
bodies of the Party's Hungarian
section,

Opposed Stalin

In 1927 he opposed the Stalin
faction in the IRussian Commue
nist Party and supported the
Left Opposition headed by
Trotsky., He was summoned to
appear before the leadership and
offered the alternatives of giv-
ing up his struggle or axpitlalon,
He refused to yield and topether
with a number of other Hun-
garinn  workers who supported
his stand was expelled.

Fallowing hiz expulsion he mnd
his ¢o-workers published o wesk-
Iy paper In the Hungarlan lan-
guage, the Proletar, in  which
they expounded the views of the
Left Oppositlon. They were k-
ing plans for the publication of
a paper in the English language
when  other  and larger splita
teok place over the same issues,
and Basky and hbiz eco-workers
joined  with the new forces to
found the Communist League of
America in the fall and winter
of 1028-20,

Basky remained with the Come
munist League until six months
after itz merger which formed
the Workers Party when he lefi
with & amall group. He waa con-
nected with this group up to the
time of his denth,

B —————

al the gains of the workers hag
passed. Tho People's Front did
ite dirty work and collapsad, Ieav-
ing the bonapartist government
of Daladier in complete control,

With cach paszsing day reveal
ing the disillusionment of the
workers, left impotent by the be-
trayals of thelr leaders in the
Bocialist and Communist Puarties,
fz it any wonder that the bour-
geolsie has  daily Erown  more
arrogant and confident? Now they
strike out openly and beldly, de-
termined not only to abolish all
the copquests made by the works
ers in June, 1835 but to annihi-
lnie the entire labor movement in
France. Thus, in practlse doss
the People's Frond
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