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" Reaction in the Northwest

On the extreme northwest horizon of the
United States a serious threat against the rights
of the working class is now showing. This threat
is mot yet receiving the natiopal interest which
it so profoundly deserves,

In the State of Oregon—and this will almost
certainly occur also in Washington—there has
been placed on the November pallot a measure
which, if passed and enforced, would virtually
destroy genuine trade unionism in that territory.

The proposed bill would require all unions to
incorporate, would prohibit ail “sympathy”
strikes, would eliminate mass picketing, and
hamstring wnion orgafization,

The problem of defeating the bill is one for
the workers of the entire country. The decision
must not be allowed to go locally b}r defanlt.

It is, of course, the pressure of the crisis
which’ is the general background for the at-
tempt to put this bill across. The bosses, especial-
ly those in the hard-hit lumber and shipping
industries which are the mainstays of Oregon
and Washington, feel that they have got to
smash unionism in order to keep up profts.

Two special factors, however, stimulated the
appearance of the bill at this time. One is the
C.LO.-A, F. of L. split, which has led in these
two states to incredibly bitter internecine struggle,
turning thé workers against each other, weaken-
ing the workers in their struggle against the
bosses, and driving away support from the mid-
dle classes which a strong and successful work-
ers’ united front would have held.

Second is the criminal political tactics fol-
lowed in these States by the officials of both
the C.1.O, and the A, F. of L. Not merely have
the officials failed, as elsewhere, to advance in-
dependent  working-class  politics; they have
played the game of the most corrupt and reac-
‘tionary bourgeois political machines,

Emboldened by the divisions, weaknesses and
often downright corruption in the camp of the
workers, the bosses find the time ripe for a real
onslaught.

Mo bureaucratic interests can be allowed to
stand in the way of a united resistance. And it
must above all be kept in mind that defeat of
the bill in November is only a small and tem-
porary step in the defense. The firm, organized
strength of the workers in their every activity
will alone guarantee the preservation of work-
ers’ rights,

Trotsky and Cardenas

Anxious to discredit, in the eyes of the Amer-
ican people, the bold act of the Cardenas gov-
ernment in expropriating  the fereign-owned
Mexican oil industry, reactionaries have hit
upon the scheme of placing the responsibilty
for the expropriation on Leon Trotsky. (The
budding American MNazis, by the way, are using
this method to discredit Roosevelt, They are
spreading the story that Roosevelt wvisited the
South in order to confer with Trotsky.)

The New York Daily News, claiming to have
a story from a person whose identity “'we are
not at liberty to reveal” asserts that “Cardenas
is Trotsky's cat's paw for the furtherance of
Trotsky's hoped-for World Communist Revolu-
tion.” The Daily News obviously thinks the best
method to prepare the American people for in-
tervention in Mexico to protect the interests of
the oil operators is to raise the bugaboo of a
“Trotskyist-Communist neighbor on the south-
ern border.”

No intelligent American worker will believe
such an absurd charge. There is a very clear dif-
ference between the role of Cardenas and that
of Trotsky. The former is a progressive bour-
geois democrat; the latter, a revolutionary
Marxist,

Maturally, Trotsky, like every other revolu-
tionary Socialist, sympathizes with and fully
supports the Cardenas regime in depriving the
American and British capitalists of an oppor-
tunity to exploit the Mexican people. But the
responsibility and credit for expropriating the oil
industry belongs to the Mexican people and not
te Trotsky.

The answer of the American workers to the
campaign of the reactionaries should be: 1)
While it is immaterial who is responsible for
the expropriation, the charge that Trotsky is be-
hind it is false. 2) We, like Trotsky, will defend
the right of the Mexican government to take
the oil belonging to the Mexican people away
from the British and American capitalists.

Sabotaging the Anti-Fascist
~ Struggle

For the workers of Spain, for the workers of
the whole werld, there is nothing more impor-
tant at the present moment than to defeat the
Spanish, German and Italian fascists. For that
not only is it necessary bo have the utmost unity
of the working class but also correct policies.
There are those who do not see the overwhelm-
ing Em]:aﬂ:rtam.t of correct policy but demand
unity. We ask them to consider: who is re-
sponsible for breaking the unity of the work-
ing class in the face of fascist attack?

To jail the most valiant hghters against fas-
cism, those who drove the fascists out of Bar-
celona in July, 1936; to accuse them of being
fascist spies is to break the unity of the working
masses, to bring demoralization into their ranks
and to prepare the ground for the victory of the
fascists,

That 15 what the L{:j'ai:i-.-'t government, under
the prodding of the Stalinists, has done. About
three thousand of the most heroic fAghters
against fascism are in the jails of Barcelona
anarchists, luft-wing socialists, members of the
Party of Marxist Unihcation (P.OU.M.).

Reports are current that leading members of
the last-mentioned organization are to be placed
on trizl (or bave they alfready been tried ). The
Loyalist government has not seen fit to give the
world defnite information about the arrest and
trial of these working-class fighters.

The failure of the Loyalist government to
state when and where the defendants will be
tried is a highly suspicious circumstance. It is,
in fact, proof that the methods of the Moscow
trials are being transferred to Spain. Otherwise
the Loyalist government would reveal its inten-
tions, and 1t would invite investigation on the
part of working-class organizations.

Every indication points to the conclusion that
there will be {or was) a “"Moscow trial” in
Spain.

]Ew.rr.'rlr,.' waorkér 15 1o dut:,-' bound to prevent a
hideous frame-up against loyal proletarian revo-
lutionists.

Demand a public trial for the accused! De-
mand the right to have an impartial commis-
sion present at the trial with an opportunity to
examine defendants and witnesses,

To defeat the Fascists we must fight for the
liberation of the anti-[ascists.
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S1ill Spieling . ..

Whe Owns the Courts?

By ALBERT GOLDMAN

It would indeed have beén sue-
prising had the Federal govern-
ment obtained a convietlon In the
case against the coal bosses of
Harlan and thelr thugs charged
with consplracy {o violate the
rights of the miners under tha
Wagner Act, To those who fall
to see the elever demagogy of the
Roosevelt reglme, the case In it-
golf la surprislng. Starting from
the correct premlse that the
Rooaevelt government ls a capl-
talist government, it seems pecu-
limr that capltallsis should be
dragged Into court for vickuling
labor's rlghta.

If capltallst demoecracy would
at all times functlon openly in
the interests of every Individual
capitalist, it would not be half so
difflenlt to convines the workers
that it iz i renlity capltalist dic-

tatorship. Even fasclam must at
tlmes try to create the Impression
that It protects the workers
agalnat  the employers. Much
maore 8o does capltalist democracy
function in a manner 80 as to
confuse and decelve the masses.
And It ls hot Becessary to ativi-
bute to all the acts of a liboral
capitalist government, like the
Roosavell regime, an Intentlon 1o
deceive. It can simply be sold
that the sincerlty of a liberal of-
Heer will, in the leng run, be in-
effectlve and will serve meraly Lo
create preater llusions.
Don't Convict Bosses

At any rate the Harlan trial
serves the purpoge of proving that
capltalist courls are not deslgned
for eonvieting employera charged
with wviglating the rights of em-
ployers. While under certaln oir-
cumetances & eonvigtion ln such

It Might Have
Happened!

(Continued from page 1)

the French cop grinning with admiration while Mussolini's cut-
throat band broke into the Ethiopian household and wrecked,
killed and stole everything they could lay hands on. Then it was
the turn of the British cop to bold the hands of the Spanish people
while the sluggers of Franco and Hitler and Mussolini
them with every known weapon in their arsenals. And finally both
the British and the French cops stood around and whistled a sad
tune while Hitler kicked Austria in line,

By this time demoralization at any possible solution to war

pounded

the minutes of the June 30 meet-
ing of the executive bonrd of Loeal
B2 New York local of the Ameri-
can Federation of Musicians, first
published In the union's officinl
Journal of August.

The report deals with the flageo
staged by the Workers Alllance
Inat June when o “demonatration™
wis put on “against” wage cuts
on W.EA  projects—euls  insti-
tuted by the darling of the Stalin-
ists, the Roossevall administration.
The reactions of the Musicians
Union to the gyrationse of the
Stalinist lenders of the Workers
Alllanee, who turned s protest
demonstratiion Into an  ¢lection
rully for Roosevell, revenl the dis-
gust of all real union men when
confronted with the resulis of
Btalinlst polloy.—Id,

BEro, Bterne reported on thelr
irlp to Weaeshington on June 27,
1088, when 47 musiclans, three of-
fleers and two rank and fils mem-
bers went on instructlons of the
Executive Board to join a demons
siration which was scheduled to
take place then in order to pro-
ieat against any W.FPA, cule in
asalaries. Prior to the démonstra-
tion, a delegation of four members
of Local 77, Phlladelphla, con-
tacted our committes and ohjected
to the composition of the dele-
gotes which came to Washington
under the ausplees of the Work-
ers Alllanes, elalming that they
ware immature and did not serve
as & roprosentetive body. The

]'.I'Ii'l-l:"]‘lll:'l,g' contained a statement |.Il:|"
Aubrey Williams :rl.nl:lu'l.lnu.jng the
new rules and regulations which
wonld npply.

Before the conference opemned
Mr. Lasser of the Workers Al-
lance reported fo our commit-
tee that eonditions had bean
changed and that they had
therefors decided that the meet-
Ing would be a vietory celebra-
tlon Instend of a protest demon-
stration agalnst cuts. Our mem-
bhers objected to changlng the
naturs of the demonstration be-
cpuse they felt It was not n
complete victory, but since the
Workers Alllance assumed come-
plete sponsorship of the mest
ing, they had no alternative but
to participate in the same under
conditions set forth. Therefore
the meeting was declared & vic-
tory Celebration and David Las-
aer wig elected Chairman, who
addressed the delegation In that
veln,

Delegates Slurred

Mr. Sterne was then intreduced
as representing the “super-indivi-
dualists of all organized workers,”
and althovugh he did not expect to
ba ¢nlled on, nor did he anticlpate
such an intreductlon, he comipet-
ently anawered that polnt and de-
serlbed the thorough coopoeration
which the Local had given in the
campalgn agalnat wage cuts on
W.EA. Beveral speahers followed
and thers were a few AF of L.
Locals represcnted, with the ex-

ception of Loeal 77, B02 and
Y Ay 3 St R SR
AR R
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Equlty. They Intreduced aspeaker
from the Furriers” Union whom
gur committes felt should not be
repregented on a W.PA, Arls Pro-
Jeel program,

An snnonncement was mude
that Aubrey Willlams would ad-
dress the mesting and when Mr,
Willlams dld appenr, instond of
uslng the oecaslon to ascortaln
why even u small cut was made,
the meeting degencrnted Into
palitical rally In which Mr. Wil-
lams soliclied wobes and com-
mended the Workers Alllance,
David Lasser, Willis Morgan and
®r. Benjamin for thelr fne af-
forts. No meation was made as
to wlint cnn be done In the
future o rescind the soall re-
muining cut and Willlams dld
not eéxplasln why It was made at
all,

The wouth movement present
gave Willlams a terrifie ovation

and when the recess was callad,
Bro. Sterne fold the muslelans
that they should leave the moest-
img and board their train.

Unlons Part Ignored

On arriving In Mew York it was
learned that the Sunday Dally
Worker contained an article under
the date line, Washington, June
20, 1888, and ontitled “Allianes
Wing WPA Pay Cul Flght" with
noe mentien of Loecal 803s metiv-
ities. Al of the newspaper pub-
lcity gave eredit to the Workers
Alllance and no credit to other
organizations was reportod.

had spread so deep and far among the working class that the dip-
lomats could knock the “collective security” ballyhoo inte a
cocked hat. The general assumption is that the masses have been
fooled to a point where they believe that everything that could
have been done for peace has been done, and mow the best thing
is to prepare for war—as if they hadn't been preparing for it all
along! So they came out into the open with the alliances they
had made in secret long ago. The British and French “democ-
racies” began to criss-cross in their hook-ups with Hitlerite Ger-
many and Fascist Italy.

And that is the peace-war racket in a nutshell. Big guns and
floating coffins never made a war. You can build them for years,
but the real building begins after the war starts. The important
thing is to make the people believe that peace is a pipe-dream,
that war is sure as the rising sun. Once this chloroform of resig-
nation is shot through the peoples, the imperialist racketeers can
put an army in the hled and turn it loose to make a shambles
out of Europe or Asia or the whole world and destroy itself in
the process. That tragic mentality seemed near achievement when
Hitler mobilized for war maneuvers.

We agree: peace is a pipe-dream—under capitalism. But
peace will be a reality under socialism. That is why we will never
cease crying aloud at those who are crushing the hopes and
strivings of the peoples of the world for peace by knifing the
struggle for socialism. They are the Judases of the Second and
Third Internationals. The guilt of Germany and Austria and Spain
and tomorrow of Czechoslovakia is heavily upon them. They are
guilty as sin—and they do not cry out at the new war because
t]:n}c}; will do the dirty work for the General Staffs as they did in
1914,

Czechoslovakia is 2 last warning. And the Warning is writ-
ten clearly: the road to peace is the road of the relentless strug-
gle for socialism.The Hitlers and Chamberlains and Roosevelts
dread this day. They will quake with fear when the masses throw

uf{ the drugs, tear up the maps and the secret treaties, and write
their own peace in a free socialist world.

v -".-.J:. ik pr ': : , L "-. i r '..- 1L, ‘-l"f'

Spotlight on Capitalist
Justice in Harlan

n cnfsé 18 not impossible, It ks cer-
talnly highly improbable,

Tt is generally recognized that
defenaants have less chanee of
obtalning an aeguittal in  the
Federgl courts than In state
courts. That is true not only bes
cause Judges In n Faderal court
have much more extensive powers
to comment on the evidence and
let the jury know how they feel
about the ease, but also because
there s, to cerfaln extent, less
polities and mere preparation on
the part of the prosccution,

But the c¢ase In Harlan wasa
not one agninst ordinary orfmi-
nale nor agalnst workers prose-
cuted for their activities on be-
half of labor. The prisoners at
the bar were respected and lead-
ing membera of the community,
and those who wers not so re-
spected did the dirty work for
those who were,

Ewindlers Sometimes Sacrificed
It frequently happens that im-
portant fAgures of the capitatlst
world, when esught red-handed,
will be prosecuted and convieted
for swindling thousands of gul-
lible people. To ward off the
wristh of the small business peo-
ple, a swindling banker or &
erooked politiclan will at times
ba offered as a sacrifles,

In the Harlen case, however,
the defendanta were not only
leading lghts of the community,
but the charge against them, was
a mere trifle—merely  violating
gome rights of their wage-slaves.
These two factors combined made
the odds all in faver of an acqult-
tal, And that, in splte of the tre-
mendous resourees of the govern.
ment, and in spite of the faet
that the government, from all re-
paerts, prepared the case well and
conducted it with skill, That fve
of the jurerz held out for a eon-
viction is proof certaln that the
evidince againet the defendmntsa
was overwhelming, and the caase
clear as daylight,

One can get an Ides of the dif-
Aeulty invelved in obtalning g
conviotion against the coal barone
by imagining a trial, in the same
court, agninst workera atbempt-
ing Lo organize the miners. (Onpe
really does not have to Imagine
such n thing; it has actually hap-
pienied about six years ago.) In-
gtend of the slesk-loalking, woll-
dressed, Important people coming
from their homes or clubs (since
they wera out on ball) there
would probably appear unshaven,
I1l-fed badly-clothed workers
guarded by deputics. The judge
and proggcutor would look with
contempt and hatred upon the
defendants and not with the re-
apect  that succesaful busingss
men and fellow club members do-
EECVE,

Easy to Convict Workers

The jury composed of average
maortals, subjecied to all the prop-
agands supporting the socinl sys-
tem, would be tremendously af-
focted by the attitude of the pros-
ecutor and the judge, and this
would be worth a thousand times
more than the pature of the evl-
dence and the plens of attorneye.

It len't any partlcular form of
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Pinning ‘em Down

By JAMES CASEY

HOW TO BE AN HONEST LIBERAL

Paul Hern, head of Wew Tork's Clvll Service Commission, ré-
ports with unconcealed satlsfaction that most of the municipal
employes have been freed from obligations to polltielans of all shades
and parties. The spolls system, says Mr. Kern, has been eliminated,

When one reflects how, for decades, the truckling to Democratie
and Republican distriet leaders bred and encouraged graft, brlbery
and other forms of corruption In public offiee, the Commission's
service in behalf of the city's employes may be eonsldered a welcorme
afd important reform. Inasmuch as Mr. Kern ia of the bellaf that
questionable political entanglements are harmful to those in the
munilolpellty’s employ, we suggest that the rule applied to the rank
and flle be extended to embrace the higher-ups—and why net?

By that we mean that Mr., Kern should dissoclate himsaelf Im-
mediately and completely from the Amerlcan League for Peace and
Demoeracy.

Any Communist Farty “fractlon worker” could inform the
Commdsaloner that the leagus favors only s special kind of
“ponce’” while, with velled phrases, 1t advoecntes o apecial kind of
war. The “democracy” part of the league's program, ths same
“worker”. could enlighten Kr, Hern, ls to countempancs terrorlsm
agalnat Stalinist opponents and glve umnorltlcal approval to the
wholesale murders of internationally known Inbor leaders.

In short, Commlssloner Hern cannot honestly style hilmself o
liberal—as one opposed to politieal skullduggery—so long as he
Is entangled, even slightly with an affillate of the Stalin lynch
and frame-up machine,

HIZZONER IS BUSY ...

Mayor LaGuandla apends much of his time, almost evary day,
greeting Hollywood screen stars, transatlantic fllers, Barbara Hut-
tona and other celebrities of native and forelgn make. He alao lops
off hours from his executive dutles to attend ball games at the
Yankee Bitadium, In Philadelphia and other places.

The other day a group of crippled children from one of the clty's
institutions were taken to Clty Hall to meet the “Little Flower.,” The
children ¢ame In buses and managed to struggle Into the old mas-
shve, grey structure. Lined up lnaslde the bullding, thely litle hearts
beat faster from antleipation of belng recelved by the executive of
the natlon’s greatest metropolla. Al last they were fo meet, face to
face, Florello LaGuardia, “the poor man's friend” of whom they
had heard and read o mueh,

They were told the Mayor had arrlved In his office. In fact a
fow of the unfortunate Invallds actually saw His Honor as he
marched by them and into his magie sanctum, The great moment
had arrived! And then, the great dizappointment! One of the
Mayor's secretarics strutted out of the office to tell the crippled
yvoungaters, all pent up with exclitement, that the Mayor was busy
—ton busy te see them.

Quietly the children were sent packing—back into the buses that
brought them to Clty Hall for the theill of & lifetime,

Election time—that period In u politiclan's Mfe when he goes
about kKissing the cheeks of Httle childron—Iis still some weaks away,

ON THE "INNOCENTS" LIST

Charles Krumbeln, New York State seeretary of the Communlat
Farty, has an article in a recent lasue of Party Organlzer, offlclal
Bialinlst organ, on the functlons of activists, In his dlssertation,
Krumbein takes pain to stress direetlves for “fractlon work” by
Stnlinists in "the Amerlean Labor Party and other mass organizs-
tions,” Thus the Labor Party Is now openly referred to in the Stalin-
1st organ a8 just anciber mass organlzation of the C.P.

That being the case, are Dublnsky, Antoninl, Hillman, Rose
it al aware of what becnme of the Antl-Imperialist Lengue, the
League of Struggle for Negro Rights, the Workers' Ex-Sarvice-
men's Lesgue, the Workers' International Rellef, the United
Front Supporters and a dozen other C.P. mass organizmtions,
whose names we now barely remermber?

FEDERAL CHATTELS AND FIRESIDE CHATS

Postinaster General James A, Farley reveals In the curront lssue
of The American Magazine that the Foosevelt andministration is pre-
paring to start an unemployment crisls, all (ts own. Federal employes
in the lower and higher brackets are to be fired by the hundreds
and thousands. If Farley ia to be believed, they will be replaced by
100 per cent “yes men” of the Rooseveltian New Deal, Belng Chalr-
man of the Democratic Natlonal Committee as well as ohief dls-
penser of Federal patronage, he certsinly must know whereof he
gpenks,

This disclosure lends welghted significance to Hoosevelt's
perfervid appeals to the populace to vobs “for my friends,” sald
friends being those Senators and Representatives who have
demonsérated thelr complete moral and {ntellectun] surrendor to
the man in the saddie.

With a Congressa in a state of abject servility, with thousands
of executives taking commands from a little clique In. the White
House roost and passing on the orders to more thousands of sub-
ordinates In addition to droves of Federal job dlspensers scattored
throughout the nation, Roosovelt would enjoy a centralization of
power surpassed not too much by the ecstablished trio of dictatora.

Though the golden-voleed radio artist highlights his talks
with shafts against tories and economie royalists, by his program
he would outde his kinsmen, the duPonts and thelr partners,
the Morgans and Hearsts. They have set up dynasties in two or
three States and have monopollzed n general assortment of In-
dustrles, oosevelt seems to be on the rampage to gobble up the
whaole works and prove to hls Republican rivals that “EBt Can
Happen Here,"

—_— e

judlelal procedure that malkes I Mot far

sy o pot o convietlon againat
workers and well-nigh imposaibla
to conviet employera. The capl-
inlist courts are integral paris of
the socinl system and the prevall-
ing relationshipe and atHtuedes
are tranaferred to the cowrls,
concealed by the hypoeritical
cloak of impartiality and “equnli=
ly before the lmw."”

The capltalist judiclal ayatem
cannot  readily be  perverted,
g0 that capitalists are convicted
for inslating on thelr Inallenabie
right te explolt labor, The funct-
tion of capitallst courts Is alto-
gether different. It must protect
private property and in that s in-
cluded the prosecution of workers
for wiolating the rights of em-
ployers,

L] L] L]

Nelve people reading the laws
and net observing thelr actual ap-
plleation come to the concluslon
that there 2 no diserimination
between classes and individuals,
But It should not be diffieult to
see that even where there Iz &
formal conviction of eapltallsta,
thelr aclusl punishment fa noth-
ing In comparison to the punish-
ment meted ol to workers who
are convicted,

Penaltles Compared

In a recent antl-monopoly cass
progeculed by the PFederal goy-
voernment In Madison, Wis, the
Judge found the defendants, ofl
eorporations and thelr officers,
gullty of wviolating the anti-frust
act. Finea of five to ten thousand

dollars were Imposed,

from Madlaon, In
Waukegan, Illinols, workers who
were on atrlke were sontenced to
is high as six monthe in jail and
were fined up to & thousand dol-
lare for wviplating an injunctlon
againat plcketing,

How easy for the oll compa-
nies and thelr officers to pay the
small fnes. For the average
worker a 350000 fine means a
jall eentence for the aimple rea-
gon that it 1s impossible for him
to ralse such & sum of money.

We shall sssume (a viclent as-
sumption, I admit) that in both
the case In Wisconsin and the
caze In Waukegan the judges
were scrupulously honest and fal-
lowed the law. But what a differ-
ance In the actunl punishment of
the iwo sets of defendanta!

For a worker to recognlze that
the courts are not Intended to ald
kim in his struggle for better
conditions s part of wisdom,
Does that mean that the courts
should never be used by workers
agalnst  eapitallsts orf against
racketesrs in the unfen? Not at
all. There Is no principle involved
tn using or not using the capital-
lat courts. But If, under excep-
tlonal elreumatances, it 1a found
necessary for workers, In thelr
struggle against the bosses, to
use the capitallst courts, their
limitations should Le elearly rec-

ognized and at all times should .

be consldered as auxillary to the
chief methhod of struggle, which

muat always be the unlty and

milltancy of the workers.




