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A Judge Orders--But . ..

Unable to destroy the militant and successful
Minneapolis Truck Drivers’ Union by a direct
attack, the Minneapolis bosses are now pro-
ceeding in an indirect manner to accomplish their
most cherished aim, the complete destruction
of Local 544 and with it, of the entire Minnea-
polis trade union movement,

Suffice it to say that the Minneapolis truck
drivers who won brilliant strike victories in spite
of thugs, gunmen and murderous police officers,
will not permit their union to be destroyed by
a legal mancuver ostensibly initiated by al-
leged members of the union, but actually, from
the very beginning, the result of the initiative
of the Employers’ Association.

Five hnks who claim to be members of the
union filed a suit in the District Court of Min-
neapolis, alleging that the ofhcials of 544 were
dishonest, and demanded an accounting of the
funds collected and expended. It was easily
proved that those who complained to the capi-
talist court were not members in good standing,
and that some of them were actually participat-
ing in the organization of an opposition union,
recognized by all the workers of Minneapalis
as & fink union, That alone should have con
vinced any impartial tribunal that the suit was
not instituted in good faith, but Judge Frank
E. Reed is a notoriously labor-hating judge and
he did all that could be expected of him by
the employers.

The complainants in the case filed a petition,
asking for an order of the court permitting
them to go through all the records of the union
in order to prepare their case. When they made
their false and malicious charges, they did not
have a particle of evidence to support them; so
they asked the judge for permission to look
through the wnion records in order to find some
evidence to support their charges. A travesty
on justice if there ever was one.

Judge Reed granted the finks the order they
asked for, but from what we know of the of-
feers of Local 544 it will be a long, Iung time
before the finks get to see the books and records
of the union, order or no order,

There will be enemies of the union who will
ask with an assumed air of ionocence: Why
shouldnt the union officials offer the union
records for inspection? What have they to fear?
Mo intelligent worker will be taken in by such
qucﬁtjuns-

In the first place if the Union should yield
in this one case, what will prevent the bosses
from sending in other stool-pigeons with in-
structions to file another suit for accounting?
One can see how easily it would be for the
enemies of the union to tie up the books and
records in court actions and paralyze the cfh-
cient functioning of the organization.

In the second instance every intelligent work-
er understands full well that there are many
things which a union cannot possibly divalge.
A union is an organization not only for peace
time but for militant strike activity. It has its
secrets which the bosses would like to acquire
regardless of price. Under no circumstances can
a union account for every penny to a capitalist
Couet,

Does that mean that wnion officials are free
to do anything they please with union Ffunds
and then use the pretext that those funds were
expended for the good of the union, without
furniﬂ'ling an accounting? By no means.

Union officials must be ready at all times to
give a strict accounting of all union funds be-
fore proper committecs, In case of any question,
they must be ready to show all their records
to any committee of loyal members of the
union or to any committee of the general labor
movement.

The books of Local 544 have been audited
by accountants of the International Brotherhood
of Teamsters, The officials of Local 544 have pro-
claimed their readiness to give a full and com-
plete accounting to any responsible body of or-
ganized labor. Under the circumstances anyone
who wants any more and suggests that the Lo-
cal officers open their records to finks and a
capitalist court is either a fool or a knave.

The whole organized labor movement of
Minneapolis is solidly behind the officials of the
Truck Drivers in their fiight against the employ-
ers and their court. If the labor movement of
the whole country will regard its true interests,
it will come whole-heartedly to the support of
Local 544,

There is danger that the militant leaders of
544 will be held in "contempt of court”™ and
sentenced to jail. Undoubtedly the truck drivers
of Minneapolis have a very healthy contempt

for the bosses' court that co-operates so en-
thusiastically in the work of attempting to de-
stroy the union, and they will show their con-
tempt by fighting to the last ditch to preséeve
their organization and the wonderful gains
that came to them through that organization.

Mexican People Speaks

To the insolent and provocative note of Cor-
dell Hull, President Lazaro Cardenas of Mexico
last week addressed a reply which spoke with
the authentic voice of the Mexican people unit-
ing in their determination to resist the exactions
of imperialism,

Rejecting Hull's thesis that expropriations
could be carried out only when full and imme-

diate cash payment was made for the proper-
ties expropriated, Cardenas reasserted the right
of the Mexican people to take whatever steps
in relation to property that they themselves
found just and necessary for their own welfare
and freedom.

Cardenas’ note pointed out, furthermore, that
it was also for the Mexican people to decide how
and when payment was to be made. He ex-
posed the hypocrisy of Great Britain and the
United States by showing that through the boy-
cott they have set up against Mexico, they make
enticely impossible any payment at the same
time that they demand f.clmPll:tc and mmmediate
payment.

Cardenas, courageous action will, we are con-
fdent, meet with the support not merely of ev-
ery revolutionary socialist, but of all militant
workers and anti-imperialists.

The issues now heing rarsed b}' the “Wash-
ington Administration’s offensive against Mexico
are of crucial importance to the labor move-
ment in this country. Here is no “foreign fas-
cism” or foreign capitalism about which it is
easy to pass resolutions. Here is the hand of the
enemy at home, of the great democrat and Good
Neighbor, Reosevelt himself, being raised aloft
in order to strike down, if possible, the hopes
and aspirations of our Mexican brothers and
comrades.

The demand of American labor must be di-
rected more Armly and Joudly against the Roose-
velt-Hull policy of imperialist intervention into
the affairs of Mexico. American workers must
make clear their support of and solidarity with
the Mexican people in their struggle to achieve
their own full social, economic and political
freedom by shaking off the incubus of the ex-
ploiting imperialisms.

More concretely, we return again to the pro-
posal previously put forward in these columns:
Why cannot the cooperatives, some of them of
considerable size, now engaged in refining and

“distributing gasoline and other petroleum prod-

ucts, begin the breaking of the unofficial boycott,
in line with their own statutes and principles, by
purchasing Mexican petroleum? At this stage,
when Mexico is fighting against tremendous
odds for economic life, even comparatively
small purchases would be of incalculable value,
not less because of the splendid demonstration
they would give of anti-imperialist interna-
tionalism,

Stalinist Thievery

We have stated many times before and shall
continue to assert that there is no crime on
the books which the G.P.U. and other Stalinist
agents will hesitate to commit in order to de-
stroy their opponents, Persons seriously inter-
ested in the labor movement will by this time
take it for granted that the G.P.U. has prac
tically no other purpose than to guard Stalinism
against its opponents from the left.

Lovestoneites have been close to the top cir-
cles of the administration of the United Auto-
mobile Workers, The Stalinists, desperately in
need of creating a diversion during the trial of
some of their members and stooges in the
U.ANW. saw a grand opportunity to do so if
they could get hold of the private correspond.
ence of Jay Lovestone. For the G.P.U., skilled
in kidnapping and murder, to break into a pri-
vate home is a simple job. Who else could have
possibly been interested in breaking into Love-
stone’s home and stealing his private letters?

The Daily Worker published some of the
letters stolen before Maurice Sugar, Stalinist at-
torney, indicated that they would be offered as
evidence on behalf of the expelled officials of
the U.AW. This will not help the officials but
proves conclusively that the Stalinist agents were
responsible for the theft.

In the Soviet Union the G.P.U, openly raids
the living quarters of suspected oppositionists;
political opponents are muerdered with or with-
out a farcical judicial proceeding. In other
countries the Stalinists have to do their work
by stealth but because of their immense  re-
sources, they are not greatly handicapped by
that necessity.

Mo opponent of Stalinism is safe. The only
effective weapon is an apen, united and remorse-
less struggle against the Stalinist criminals. It
goes without saying that we do not include
amongst them the thousands of rank and filers
who are devoted to the labor movement, but
who have been hoodwinked by Stalinist propa-
ganda,

Our political opposition to Jay Lovestone is
well known. This will not deter us, however,
from uniting with the Lovestoneites and other
political opponents for the purpose of cleaning
the vile disease of Stalinism from the labor
movement,
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AMERICA’S PERMANENT
DEPRESSION - Il

Roosevelf Smiles on the Unemployed When Elections
Roll Around; But WPA Scales Are Lower Than Ever

By ART PREIS

Someore has sald that man is
the only animal who can econ-
vince himself that things are not
what they are, but he would ke
them to be,

The history of the federal relled
program from 1935 to the present
demonsirates this fact. Much of
the cheerlng for Roosevelt s
based on the completely false
jden that there has been a sub-
stantial improvernent in the son-
ditlons of the wunemployed during
the past three years. Actual facts
nnd flpureas prove there has been
n gradusl and subtle decline in
the living standardas of the un-
employed as a whole during the
period of the W. P. A,

A story Is related of the aclent-
ist who experlmented with frogs.
He placed them alive in & pan
of water over a wvery low flame,
The pan was sufficlently shallow
to permit the frogs to hop out.
But so low was the {lame that It
took days for the waler to heat.
The rise In temperature was 80
gradual that the frogs failed to
notice it. Eventunlly, they balled
allve. If the pan had beén neat &
radic with the assuring tones of
F. D. R. gushing forth, the froga
might have boiled te denth with
a amile.

Thie estory demonstrates the
distinction between the Heover
and Heogevelt methods of treat-
ing the unemployed, Hoowver threw
the uwnemployed Inte a red-hot
pan of ouwirlght starvatlon. Roo-
aevelt supplies just enough re-
Hef jobhs te leep the unemployed
from “jumping out of the pan®,
that s, pacified by a gradual
procesa of becoming maccustomed
to lower standards and by a form
of atabilized poverty.

STARVATION IN
F. D. R. PROGRAM

Mot that Roosevelt has serupled
to dissontinue relief and johs al-
together when it suited his pur-
poses, Five and a helf million re-
lef  families, 22 milliom men.
wormen mnd children, faced owi-
right starvation ‘betwesn Jupne
and November, 1935, when the
Roozevell adminlsiration discon-
tinuwed direct rellef. OFf these Ave
and o half million wnemployed
breadwinners, over 1,750,000 never
recelved ocmployment on the
W.P.A. They subsisted at best on
meager allotments of state and
local gowvernmenta,

Thezoe millions, together with
the additiona] fAve million more
unemployed famllics sstimated to
have requlred relief In the past
year of depresslon, today face o
relief erisis unparalleled in the
phst &1 yenrs, The breakdown of
rellefl In Cleveland, Chleage and
gther eenterz has revealed con-
ditions az rotten almost as any-
thing known under Hoover.
These <rlsea flow from Roosa-
velt's direct rellef policics.

SLASHING RELIEF
APPROPRIATIONS

The federal government s
gradually lguidating its obliga-
tionz to the unemployed, Firat, it
slipped from under the responsi-
bllity for direct rellef, Since then,
it has slowly decreased the B~
propriations for work rellef In re-

. [ Intlon to the total number of un-

employed. The orlginal approprin-

tion for W.EPA, was four billion
dollars. Unemployment In the fall
of 1835 was about 11 millien, Al
itz peak in Februsry, 103§ W.F.A,
employed 853,000 workers, From
that date until July, 1937, al-
though wunemployment had de-
clined less than 25 per cent ac-
cording to the government's own
conate, the W.EA, wis reduced,
through systematie and ruthless
wholesele dismissals, by more
than 60 per cent, w 1,500,000
workers.

Conirast the present one and o
quarter billion dollars W.P.A.
appropriation with the original
four billion, and the maximum of
2,800,600 jobs provided under the
present  fund  with  the almest
Towr million joba at the 1936 peak.
There ware, wvarlously oestimated,
two to five million more wnem-
ployed now than In Februarvy,
1936, but a million less W.P.A
jobe, and an appropriotion that
will last no further than January,
1639,

For anyone mnot blinded by
personal or political considera-
tigns, the above figures, cited
from govermmment sources, re-
venl o siarillng fact, The fotal
benelfits for the unemployed as
B group have been reduced in
the past three years, particular-
Iy when contrasted with the ac-
tual number of unemployed ot

any glven perlod.

WAGES GRADUALLY
REDUCED

A further alariling fact (s that
renl work rellef wagea, on the
avaraga throughout the country,
hava saffered s gpradual reduction
from the COW.A. program to the
present WA, sefup.  COWLA,
padd nn average weekly wage of
515 for unskilled laborera, abowut
5 monthly. The FER.A. orig-
inglly pald an svernge weekly
wago to laborers of $12, or $50
monthly. The administration then
reduced wages on FERA. 10 the
equivalent of each worker's di-
rect  relief  budget, the worat
form of forced-labor for amer-
gency relief orders. The discon-
tinunnca of this forced-lubor pol-
icy wana not effected by the ad-
minjstration without considerable
mass persuksion from the unem-
ployed. Hundreds of strikes
ripped the F.ERA work pro-
gram wide open,

Whon the W.P.A, began, Roose-
velt did not make the mistake at-
tempied under the F.ER.A. He
fquiskly coversd that one reveal.
ing gllmpse of hiz actual roth-
less purpose with & great bally-
hoo of “security” wages and “pre-
valling™ hourly rates of pay un-
der the W.PA. The actusl amount
earned by most W.PA. workers
wan maore than sould be secured
on direct rellef. But, as alwaya,
what the adminfstration gave
with one hand, it withdrew with
the other.

By discontinuing direct relief,
the foderal government was able,
with little additional cost, to give
slightly higher benefits to a
amaller group of workers,

Further, the W.FP.A, catablished
wide wage differentinls for areas
of wvaryving populations within

these regions. Thus, the $55-$80
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per month pald unakilled work-
erg in large Indusirial centers in
the north-eastern states, where
unionlsm and unemployed organ-
izations mwnd moss actions were
most extensive, were offset by the
incredible coolie wages pald In
the South and the rural areas.

At ita peak, W.P.A. wages, In-
cluding the wages of the akilled
and professionnl workera, aver-
aged only #4591 per month. This

for unakilled laborers alone dur-
ing the CW.A. and FER.A, For
three years, the W.ERA. pald
workers In ceviain southern areas
g little ns 10 per month, The
"mecurily” wage ia a ghastly joke,
unless it implies merely securlty
from immediate stacvation. It
certainly cannot mean “fresdom
from anxlety, wanit or poverty”
in the dictionary sonse,

Racently, minimum wages on
W.P.A. were ralsed to $40 per
manth, Thiz act hos been polnted
out s 8 greal humanitarian deed
by Roosevell, Few have asked
why this noble deed was not done
three years ago, at & time when
Roosevelt had the national log-
Islature eating out of his hand,
and why this concession was 8o
compitntively casy for him to
secure now from an increasingly
hoatile legislature.

ROOSEVELT'S 'NOBLE'
SENTIMENTS

Just how much Roosevelt has
been moved by politieal consid.
eratlons as contrasted with nobler
gentiments in  his  unemployed
bollcies we can observe aceurate-
Iy. Both in the fall of 1684 and
that of 1836, just prior to the
gencral electlons, & sharp iIn-
cremae was onoted In federal
work rellef employment. This was
particularly apparent in Saptem-
ber and October, 1936 whon
Roosevelt reversed his policy of
mass W.PL.A. lay-offs while unem-
Ploymont wes declining, and
packed the W.PA, projecls. Few
new projects were atarted, but
old ones were double and triple
ahifted,

Immedintely following Roose-
velt's re-gléection, 400,000 W.E.A.
workers, most of them still dis-
playing Roosevelt eampalgn but-
tons, wers fired en masse. Within
slx months of the clections, al-
moat three-quarters of a million
W.PLA. workers hed recelved the
reward of blind political falth in
the form of pink dismissal slips.

We are appromching another
election. Agaln W.P.A, joba are
ot the increase, A coupla of hun-
dred thouwsand workers will be
advantagecusly placed on W.P.A,
rolla for & few weaks prior to
the first Tuesday following the
first Monday In MNevembor, Then
we can ¢onfldently predist that
the W.P.A, will follow ite time-
hallowed custom of firing hun-
dreds of thouwsands—after the
voles have been safely recorded.

{Thé next artlole of this e
rles will be n discusslon of the
New Deal unemplyoment poll-
cles In relatlon to the entire
Roosevelt program of saving
the capltalist systemn and pre-
paring for imperinllst wur.)

iz less thun the highest averagos-|-
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Pinning ‘em Down

By JAMES CASLY

MID-SUMMER MARRIAGE

The Communist and Republican parties of New York Cliy
have just becn marcied, with the American Labar party offfeinting
over the revolting, but not uncxpected, ceremony, It is the very
same Republican party which, according to the aily Worker in
the last election campaign, was inextricably tied to Henrst and
the Liberty League and was mercilessly driving the nation to
to fasclam.

Mow, just a few short months later, Stalinksta are fArving thelr
propaganda furnaces with new sophistic fuel, and soon they will
be telllng MNew Yorkers that, {0 save clvilization from the Demo-
eratic bourbons of the SBouth, they must unite for Republican
eandidates In Manhatinn, Erooklyn, Quesns and, passibly, the
Eronx,

In return, the Republicans of the siaid and respectable Tory
clana will peddle votes among Socinl Registerites for this hupp:.ll
collegetlon of Stalinist-ALP. candidntes:

Yito Marcantonlo, president of the Stalinlst Interna-
tlonal Lakor Ddefense, for Congress. (We wonder If Mar-
cantonlo's nomination had anything In common with the
telephone conservations over a long, long period betwesn
Mr. Earl Browder's stooge and Mayor “Little Flower"
LaGuardia.}

Allan Taub, smbitlous lawyer and wscetivist o the
AL, for State Senator. (In 1931 Mr. Taub was asslgned
by his Communlat Party unit to work In (he LL.IN, After
winning some distinctlon for losing cases, Taub was trans-
ferred to the United Front Supporters. When that fy-by-
night mass organlzatlon passed out along with o half
dozen others, he was ahifted to the “innoecent™ Leasgee for
Teace and Demecracy. From there he went on {0 “fraction
wiork"™ In the Labor party.)

Jueab Rosenberg, head of Local 802, Muslclans Unlon,

A, F. of L, for Congress, (Rosenberg Is an old hand at

currylng out the “party lne,” regardlesa of how often or

how ernzlly It gyrates, He would be an Ideal representative

in Washington for the C. P. Polburoe.)

Eugene Connolly, T.W.L. division leader, for Congross,
(Connolly Iz an ardent follower of Michael J, Quill, Sta-
linists' trade uwnlon spoleman, and thersfors safe for Mr
Browder.)

Quite appropristely, as part of the allinnes vows, the Sta-
liniats mnd Republicanas will campaign for Tammanylte Congress-
men Swmucl Dickstein, than whom there is no more rabld red-
baiter with the possible exception of Earl Browder himself, Suip-
port has also been pledged by the Stalinists to Democratie Con-
gressman Celler, protege of the Inte (Boss) John J. MoCooey of
Brooklyn.

Az has been noted, the People's Frontist nuptials of Stalinists
with Republican and Democrats, too, come not as a surprize,
They merely bear out Browder's testimony before the recont State
Leglalative Committee that the Communist Party is fighting to
presecve the institutions of caplialist “democracy” and agalinst
“those who would undermine our government” and further, “that
we must not be compared with the Trotaskyites and Lovestoneites,
who proclaim the opposite opposite of those policles which I have
described,” S0 spoke Mr, Browder, Stalin's offlcinl mouthpisce,
and it is in the record,

BROWDER'S SEVEREST CRITIC

But Molssaye J. Olgin, Browder's official blographer and the
editor of the Communist Party’s Jewish organ, has said in public
print, alse for the record, the following:

“The system we are lving under in the United States
cun hardly bo ealled a demoerncy even In name, Fven the
pretense of ropresentative government has been aban-
doned. Congress has ceded the prerogatives of lnw-making
to one man, Roosevelt, who Is a virtual dictator, acting
through a number of hoards appointed by him."

o - those: who- would argue for n “working-oloss party joining -
with eapitalist parties for progressive measures,” Brother Olgin
has sald without equivocation:

“¥ou will not be surprised If we call thess reformisis
traitors to the working class, They are that. And there Is
no fundamental difference In this respect between reform-
ists belonglng to the Republican and Democeatle partles
and the reformists belonging to the Sociallst Party"™ (or
the Communist Party—IJ. (.), Olgin continued:

“Willinm Green or John L. Lewis, Matthew Woll or
David Dubinsky, Edward MeGrady or Sldney Hillmmm—

o matter how different thelr coloring may he, they are

birds of o feather.”

That is pretty plain speaking and, as If in reply to Browder's
attack on the Trotskyites, Olgin roundly denounced the views
of the C. P. general secretary, saying:

“The capitallst state Is a glaring fact. It is fesh and
blood of the capitallst system. It stands in the way of
workers” progress toward o new, freer life. Can I6 bae
abellshed by gradual transformation? Those who say It
can are the stanchest supporters of the capltallet robbers
and the most active promoters of Imperinlist Wars."

Brother Qlgin's climaxing lambast was this:

"Thelr theory Is not harmless indeed. Tt Is & poisonans
theory. It Is & smokescreen behind which eruel caplitallat
exploltation is hiding."

Of course, the foregoing altack on Paaple's Frontlam was
written in “Why Communizsm” before arders arrived from Mos-
oW to toe the new Stalinist line, Nevertheless, it 1s perhaps well
for Erother Olgin that he has been denied 5 visa to the Howviet
Union. After all, there s no firing squad at 50 East 15th SBtreat
although frame-upas abound like mosquitoes In o Jersey uwa.mpt

THE DARLING OF BIG BUSINESS

While on the subjeet of reformists and thelr oscillations,
one cannol overlook Thomas FL Dwwey, high-powered prmumr:
of New York County and the national pride of the Republican
Party, the ALP. and the Stallnist “progressives,”

Within a few days Dewey will have on the witness atand
“Jimmy" Hines, endeavoring to prove that the Tammany lender
had given police and court protection to the late Dutch Zchultz’s
policy rachket. “"Dixig" Davis, once counsel for the slain racketesr
has turned State's witness, is prepared to “spill the dicg” undl
with the corroborating testimony of two other associates m.r
Schultz, will help Dewey achieve a signal legal triurmph,

There s every reason to believe that Hines will be convicted
and two or three Tammany judges declsively diseroditod. Huw:

ever, nelther Davis nor the other witnesses will 1all th
that the public should know, ’ S

What the people of New York and the nation shounld
be told Is: “Just what Is behind the Hines trinl?™ That
Hines has been associated with racketecrs for MUY FEATS
Is not news to anyone having even passing acqualntance
with New York's political life. Back In the days of District
Attorney Crane, the prosecutor's office had  evidenos
(which Iater disappeared from the files) that Tammany
district leaders were glving protection to raclootecrs whis,
In turn, recefved milllons of dollars from New York's in-
dustrinl Interests for breaking sirikes, engnging thugs to
club plckets, disrupting union activities and attacking
ll-ﬂh-n-r In sundry other wnys,
t is quite probable that former Distriet Attorney Wil
Dodge, Dewey's predecessor, had similar t:vldenm.rThe :dr:aﬁ
of the firat eapitalist orisis forced the business interests to rebal
ageinst the steadily rising and insolent demanda of the racketeors
When the Tammany leaders were found to be so closely lnked h:'
the g?ngnbera a8 to be unable to mect the appenls of merchants
manufacturers and others, & mi '
R P 8, ghty eivie crusade was launchid

Thus LaGuardin and Fusion Eot hold of City Hall. The eapi-
talist civie groups, with the aid of newapapera, also threatened
by the racketeers, rallied the voters for mope and more gains
and, finally, found in Dewey an able and willing instrument to
continue the clean-up started by the Beabury Investigation,

Dewey will vanguish Tammany and ride to higher of-

fen over this political graves of Hines, Dodgs and a number

of ﬂtherl:'.lﬂmm:lhh victory will he the victory of Big Busi-

nesd, au ng one capitall

g h!ddlnga.: p st political wing for another

Onee agaln the masses of the
will be left holding the bag.
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