.

:

R o . e

-h-.

AR

Mmoo o

e R e
ke = = L

=

cmpn e e s

T

T

M

i
iy

.,—\.{vrr
L
..h

i W T

—
-

fis |

g

L1

SE s . "-".'.L

. AUGUST 13, 1938

S T I SRR S T et b e

T Wi T T e W, R g g sy g i
=

| R o L

SOCIALIST APPEAL

e e s e S —————
- v

Peace &
Plenty

“Then there's the Gem of the
Caribbean, Jamaiea . . . lovely
mountains, deep c¢anyons, broad
fertile plantations . . . Jamaica,
pow an peaceful British colony,
onee was the stronghold of those
swashbuckling pirates who

roamed the Spanish Main”
{Travel section of the August
Forum.}

In May and June @ strike of
almost general propoertions in
Hingston, Jamalca, spresd to
rurel districts, involving thou-
sands of luborers on the “broad
fertlle plantations.” Britlsh sol-
diers, Island militis, voluntecrs
and police brutally suppressed
the striles, killing twelve worke-
ers, Injuring hundreds, and ar-
resting countless others. On
August 1, hundredth nmnniver-
sary of fresing the slaves, the
suthoritles were trembiling be-
fora the threat of a goeneral
insurrectlon, with hundreds of
gpecial pollce and militla sta-
tioned at strategle polnts and
the British crulser Orion walt-
Ing in port with 6M Dnmen
aboard.

" - -

An orchid for every woman and
a gardenia for every man who
visits Puerto Rico (the NHowers
to be grown by prisoners In the
penitentiary gardens} wos the

plan  announced by Govern.a
Winship last winter,
L L] L]

it Is to be hoped the origin
of the flowers would not remind
the tourlsts of Puerto Rleo's
political prison ers. The fra-
grance of gardenias, however,
might keep the tourlst's nostrila
from belng assalled by the
gtench of the Island slumis—
soma of the worst in the world.
Eyes feasting on orchids might
overlook the starving natlves,
Infested with hookworm for
lack of shoes, The Averags wage
for men employed ln the ILs-
land's largest indusiry, suUgar
{the profits go to absentes own-
ers in U.5.), was 5365 a wook
for 199637, Feod coosls more
than In New York City. The
grateful natives have just show-
ored thelr flower-loving govern-
or not with blossoms, but bul-
lets.

] L L]

Paul V. McNutt, U. 8 High
Commissioner in the Phillppines,
iz to have & summer palace In
the mountains in addition {o the
ohe now belng built in Manila.

L] w

w

Congress appropriated
750,000 for the palaces. The
Fllipplnos must not be left In
doubt, despite illusions of In-
dependence, as to whose Is the
power and the glory.

[l £l L]

Cuba has exprosaed her willing-
ness (o do her bit towards solv-
ing the refuges problem. A State
Department  communique  an-
nounced she was ready to re-
coive capitalists, and favored
Piha eventual admitianes of capl-
talists who might contribute o
the improvement of our national
economy.” The refugee-making
countries refuse to allow emi-
grants (o fake oul a.lur copital.

L L]

Ceechoslovakin displny s a
simillarly touching generosity.
A Progue dispatch states, “The
authgrities recently have shown
sympathy for the position of
thess fugitives from Nazl Au-
gtrin and have consldered estab-
lighing & concentration camp
for them wut Szatoborics In Mo-
ravia."”

] L] L]

Brazil la checking up on the
4,800 FBuropean refugees who
have arrived on tourisi passports
good for elx months, but have
remalned. The mesns of support
of each refugee will be inwvesti-
gated, and they will be placed
under police supervision until the
puthoritles decide what to do
with thern.

L] L] L]

On  his seventy-fifth  birth-
dny, Henry Ford recelved the
Grand Cross of the German
Eagle, nwarded by Hbtler for
the first tme In this country.
It was officially given for Mr.
Ford's services In making “au-
tomoblles avallable to the
masses.” Bot Hitler has no res-
gon to be displeased with BMr.
Ford sither for his anti-Fewlsh
acHyitlea or his trestment of

ilabor.

Reminder on the Anniversary
of the World War: “A manu-
tacturer of stee] for shells, who
had heen  allotted troops  to
worlk In his factory, remarks
to me: ‘At last T shall discover
what s the workilng man's
maximum output. For If they
don't work I shall send them

# ' ]

back to the trenches’” Diary
of Michel Corday, “The Paris
Front,"” 1914-1918.
[ L] ®
Movember 14, 1917, Sieeg

gtrongly ndvises me against Cle-
menceayu (to form m cabinot). He
belicves it necessary o associate
the soclalists with governmental
action and the repressions which,
he snys, are indiapensable. Other-
wilae they will form an opposition
that would wery gulckly bedbme

paciflat.” Polneare's Momolrs,
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French Court:

and medical autherities.—Ed.

L] - L]

To M. Penegal, Exumining
Magistrate of the Inferlor Court
—Dgpartment of the Seine
Mongieur le Juge, Slr:

Thizs morning I received from
my attorneys, Mailres Tosenthal
and Rous, materials rolading to
the preliminary investigation and
tho medical Andings on the dealh
of my son, Leon Sedoff. In so lme-
portant and tragic a case I deem
it my right to aspeak with com-
plete frankness, without any dip-
lomaile subterfupes. The trans-
mitted documents have astonighed
me by their reticences, Tho police
inveatigation, ns well as the med-
lerl experts’ report, s obviously
pursuing the Hne of least resist-
anceé. In thiz way the truth can-
not be revealed.

Mesars, madieal experis arrive
at the conclusion that Sedofla
death may be explained by na-
tural causes, This concluslon, in
the glven clrcumstances, is nlmost
void of meaning. Any sickness
may under certain condltions lead
to death, On the other hand, there
is no sickness or almost none that
must necessarily result in deamth
exactly at a given moment. The
judicial Investigation Iz nol faced
with a theoretieal gquestlon of
whoether a glven sickness could of
itself have resulted in deanth
but rather with & practical gues-
tion of whether somebody had
doliberately aggravated the sick-
ness in order 1o do away with
Bedoff as guickly as possible.

During the Bukbarin-Rykovw
trial this year in Moscow, 1L was
revealed with eynical frankhess
that one of the methoeds of the
GPU. I8 to asslst a disense in ex-
pediting death. The former héad
of the GPU., Menzhinsky, and
the writer Gorky wera not young
and wera j11; thelr death, con-
sequenily, might have been rond-
Hy explained by “natural causes”
That is what the offieial Andings
of the physiclans originally de-
clared. Howewer, from the Moa-

learned that the shining lights of
the Moscow medical world under
the guldance of the former head
of the secret police, Yugoda, had
hastened the death of sick peoplo
by means of methods that either
are not subject to or are very dif-
ficult of detection. From the
standpoint of the queation that
concerns us it is almost & matier
of indifference whether tha tes-
timeny of the acoused was truth-
ful or falze in the particular comn-
erete instances. It suffices that
seeret methods of poisoning,
spronding Infection, causing chills,
and generally expediting death
are ineluded in the arsonal of the
G.PU. Without golng Into further

NEXT ISSUE OF
N.1. PREVIEWED

The September jzsuc of The
New Internatlonal will contain
new features to add to an already
highly-attractive and substantlal
organ of revolutlonary Marxism.
The management GANOUNCESE A
partial list of articles for the Sep-
tember number,

1. Canada and World Politics,
by BE. Robartaon,

2. Diplomatic Origins of the
Btalinlst People’s Frant Paol-
fey, by Max Bhachtman,

3. Anniversary article on the
Murder of Ignacz Reiss by
the Stalinist G.PU., by Elsa
fieigs, his widow,

4, An extensive omnlbua reviews
by Dwight Macdonald of
books on coenomics and Kind-
red subjects, lssued recently
by the Harvard Unlversity
Department of Business Ad-
ministration; the Brookings
Instibute of Eeonombes: and
"Havs Amerloa First” by Jar-
ome Frank of the Roosevolt
Adminiatration.

5. Articles on problems now be-
ing discussed in the 3W.P.
and Yeuth organizations,

8. The regular featurea: Rdit-
arial Commenta; Dwight Mac-
donald's “They, the Peopls”;
Archives; hesides numercus
other articles and features to
ba announced shortly,

The August issuc of The New
International, out last weck, has
met with & very enthusiastie re-
ceplion. The variety of contenis
and the high gquallty of the art-
jeles have resulted in increased
demands for the ourrent lssue,
Orders for the eurrent and forih-
coming lssues may yet be placed,
The price per single copy iz 20
centa: and the subseription rate 18

£2.00 per year. Address:

THE NEW INTERNATIONAL,
118 UNIVEERSBITY PLACE,
NEW YORHK, N. X.
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Trotsky Presses Questinr: In Letter to

Avoids Essential Facts

On February 16th, Leen Sedoff, son of Leon Trotsky, died
in a Paris hospital following an abdominal operation. The sus-
picious circumstances attending his death, combined with per-
sistent persecution by S5talin's agents in France,
accusing finger at the G.P.U. Friends of Leon Sedo
an investigation by the public authorities into the causes of Se-
defi's death. We print below a letter addresed by Leon Trotsky
to the court concerning documents submitted to it by police

+ e = v

cow judiclal trinls mankind

Finds Inquiry

FFuin'red A
reguested

detalls, T take the likerty of eal-
ling your attention to the werb-
atim report of the Bukhgris.
Rykov irial publizhed by the
Zoviet Commirsariat of Justiee.

Mesara, experts declare that
death "might have” also resulled
from natural causes. Of course, It
mlight have. Howewver, as s evi-
dent from all the clreumstances
of the case none of the physicians
expected Sedofls death. It is clear
that the GPU. itgelf, teailing
gwery step of Sedofs, could not
have pinned its hopes on the pos-
sibility  thalt “'natural  causes'
would aecomplish their woerk of
destruction  witheut exirancous
assistance, Meoanwhile, Soedoffs
iliness and his surgieal operation
iffered  exceptlonally fevorable
conditions for an interventlon of
the G.P.U.

My attorneye have placed at
your disposal, Monsleur e Juge,
&Il the necessary datn proving
that the G.P.UL considered the
extermination of Sedoff as one of
its most Important tasks. Gen-
erally speaking, French judiclial
nuthorities can hardly entertain
any doubts on thle score, follow-
ing the three Moscow trials and
eapecially aflter the revelatlons
made by the Swiss and French
police in connection with the mur-
der of Ignace Eeiss, For o lohg
period of time, and cspecially for
the last two vears, Sedoff lived in
a constant state of siege LY A
G.P.U. gang which operates on
Parizlan territory almost az frecly
ag in Moscow., Hired assassing
had prepared a trap for Sedoflf at
Mulhouse similar In all respects
to the trap to which Relsa fell
sictim, Only chance gaved Sedoff
on that oecaslon. The names of
the eriminals and thelr roles arc
known fo you Monglewr le Juge,
and T do not need te dwell on this
paint,

On February 4, 1937, Sedofl pub-
lished an article in the French
poriodical, Confessions, in which
he wrarned” THEL e -was in" ool
lent health; that his gplrit had not
been broken by the peraecutions;
ithat he inclined neither Lo despair
nor suwicide and should death sud-
danly strike him, those respon-
gible for it must be sought In
Btalin's camp. This Issug of Con-
fesslons I forewarded to Paris to
ba placed in your hands, Mongieur
le Juge, and that iz why I am
quoting from memory. Sedoff's
prophctie warning, Sowing from
unimpeachable and uanivoraally
known facts of a historle magni-
tude, should, in my apinjon, have
determined the course and charme-
ter of the judlcinl investigation.
The conspiracy of the G.P.U. to
shoot, strangle, drown, pelson or
infect Bedoff was o constant and
haslc feet in the last tero years
of hig life, His slckness was only
an eplzode. Ewen in the hospital,
Zedoff was compelled to reglster
under & feticious name of Martin,
in order thus to render more dif-
cult, if only partially, the work of
ihe bandits who were dogging his
steps, In these conditions justice
has no right to mollify ltaelf with
an abstract formuln: “Sedof might
have died from natural causes,”
go long as the conbrary bas not
bean estahlished, namely that the
powerful GPI. had let slp a
favorable opportonity to ald the
“natural causes"”

No Ordinary Case

Tt may be argued that the
above - developed considerations,
however welghty in themselves,
cannol alter the negative results
of expert medical examination, I
regerva the right to return to this
guestion in a aspecial doecument,
after a consultation with compe-
tent physicians, That no traces of
poison were found does not Imply
that ne polsoning tool place, and
in any case it does not imply that
the GP.U, dld not resort to some
oiher measuces Lo prevent the
organism, after an operatlon, from
gwvercoming the ilness, If in gques-
tion here were an ordinary case,
under normal living econditlons,
thon the fndings of medieal ox-
perts, while not exhausting the
questlon, would have preserved
their full faree of conviction, But
we have befofe us a coase quite
out of the ordinary., namely, o
death, unexpecied by the physi-
clang themselves, of an leolated
exile, following a prolonged duel
between him and a mighty state
machine armed with Inexhaust-
ible material, techrical and aclen-
tifie resources.

The formal medlenl examin-
atlon js all the more inadegquate
bocause it stubbornly overlooks
the cantral moment in the history
of the illneas. The Arst four dayva
after the operation were days of
obvious improvement ln the
health of the operated pationt,
whose condltion was considered
o favorable that the hosplial ad-

ministration dilscharged the spe-

cial nurse. Yet on the night of
February 14, the patient, left to

hims&elf, was found woandering
nude and in & stabte of wild de-
lirium through the corridors and
premises of the hospiial. Doesn't
this monstrous fact merit the at-
tention of the experts?

Left Unattended

If natural csuses must have
(must have, not might have) led
to the tragle denouement, then by
whit and heow explain the op-
timism of the physiclans, owing to
which the patient woa left com-
pletely unattended at the most
ceritien] moment? It is of course
pozsible io try to reduee the whole
case to an error of prognoszis and
poor medical care. However, in
the matcrials of the Investigation
there 18 not oven & mention of it
It I8 not difficult to underatand
why: §f there was inadeguatle
supervision, then does not the con-
cluglon foree itaelf automatically
that his enemies, who never lost
sight of Sedoff, could have wiilized
this favorable situation for their
eriminal ends?

The staff of the elinie made an
mttempt, it is true, to st those
who had come in contact with the
giek man. Buat what value have
these festimonies, if the patient
had the opportunity, unknown to
the staff, of leaving hin bed and
room, and wandering without hin-
drance on anvyboedy¥'s part,
through the hospital bullding in

weondition of delirious-rxaltation..

Turn Unexpoeeted

At mll events, M, Thelheimer, the
surgeon who operated on Sedof,
was taken unawares by the events
of the fatal night., He asked Sed-
off's wife, Jeanne Martin de Pal-
ligres: “Hasn't the patient teled
to commit anicide?™ To this gques-
tion, which canmot be deleted
from the genoral history of the
glekness, Bedoll himself had sup-

Was Leon Sedoff Murdered?

Medical Men Find Death Mysterious, But

| Authorities Fail to

| of G.P.U. Assassins

Investigate Work

cplied an answer in advance in the
‘above elted artiele, a year prior
te hiz death, The turn for the
|warse in the patient's conditlon
"was 80 sudden and unexpected,
that the surgeon who wis ao-
guainted neither with the dentity
of the sick man nor with the con-
ditions of his life, found himsell
compelled o resort to the hypo-
thesis of suicide. This fact, I re-
peat, cannot be deleted from the
general pictwre of the lllness and
death of my son! One might, if
one were inelined, say that the
susplcions of Sedofl™s relatives
and Intlmates arise from thelr
apprehensiveness, But we have
before ue a physician, for whom
Bedoff was an ordinary patlent,
an  unhnewn enginesr by the
name of Martin. Consequently ithe
surpeon could not have been fn-
fected with elther apprehensives
ness or political bins. He guided
himself golely by those symploms
which came from the organism of
the slek man. And the fArst re-
ncilon of thizs eminent and ox-
perienced phyaiclan to the unex-
pected, i.e, unaccounted for by
any Yrymtural canses,™ turn in the
ciuse wis L9 suapect an afliempt
at suielde on the part of the pa-
tlent, Tan't it ¢lear, isn't it most
palpably evident that had the sur-
geon Known at that moment the
identity of his patlent and tho
conditlons of his life he would in-
stantly have asked: “Couldn®t this
b the work of assassing?”

This s precisely the question
that is posed In all lts force be-
fore the judlcial investigation.
The question is formulated, Mon-
gleur le Juge, not by mysell but
by the surgeon Thalhelmer, even
if involuntarily. And to this gues-
tion I find no anawer at all In the
materials of the preliminary In-
vestigation forwarded to me, I do
not find even an attermpt to seck
an angwer, I find no interest in
the very quéstlon [iself,

Truly astonishing §a the fact
that the enlgma of the crucisl
night has remalned thus far not
only unexpiained but even un-
probed. That time is allowed to
lapse, rendering extremely diff-
cult the work of any subseguent
investigation, cannot be explained
away A8 an sccident. The ad-
ministration of the clinle has na-
turably tried to awvold any Inves-
tigation of this poink, for It could
not_fafl te bring fo Jight gross)
negligenes owing to which =&
gravely sick man was left without
any attendance and could have
commiticd acls fatal to himeelf
or could have besn subjected to
such sets, The doctors-experts
for their part, did not at all in-
sist upon clarifying the cvents of
the tragic night. The palies in-
vestigatlon was conflned fo super-
fielal depositions of Individuals
who were guilty at least of negli-

Trotsky Tells of ‘Letter’
from Victim of G.P.U.

By LEON TROTSKY

This merning, August 1, T re-
ceived n letter apparently in the
handwrlting of Rudolf Klemeant,
in German, The letter iz dated
July 14 and presumably went vie
Pariz and New York. The hand-
writing I8 undoubiedly similar to
the handwriting of Klement butl
bears an axtremely uneven, gickly
and feverish character. The letter
peculiarly i slgned, “Frederie".
Af Lo its contents it is one of tha
most fantostic documents that I
hiave gver held in my hands. To
start with, the salutaifon — all
the prececding leticrs of Klement,
including those written just a
few days before, begin with {he
words: “Dear Comrade”™ or “Dear
L. D" (my Initiala). Thia last let-
ter beging with the worde, “Mr.
Trotaehy” From beglnning to end
Lthe lettor presents an incohersnt
plling wp of mecusations against
the Fourth International, against
mi pergonally, and aAagainst my
dectnsed 2o0n.

The nccusations are of two
kinda: the firat — clearly dictated
by the G. P. U. — the inevitable
“bloe”™ with fasciam and connes-
tion with the Gestapo; the second
—a savies of acousstions concern-
ing single eplacdea from the In-
ternal life of the Fourth Inter-
national which seem to make an
atternpt at explaining the sudden
change In Klement's position.

Fast History Forgotten

What 18 most striking fs that
the content of the letter in all
its detalls stonds in direct and
clear contradiction to hundeeds
of letbers wrilten by the same
Klement up until a wery short
titne ago to me personally and
te mutusl friends. The lettor s
written @as if the past had not
existed at all. Only & person tied
hand and feod physlcally and
morally could write ke this and
then only under the dictation of
other people absolutely unfamill-
ar with Hlement's past but who
woanted to make uwss of him for
thelr purposes,

Theoretically It could still be
mesumed that Klement bhas lost
his mind., But in this cesé the
puzzle remains as to why hls de-

o = R A e T e

lirlum should contain the ale-
ments of the well-known “aecusa-
tions" of the G. P. U, We must
not forget for one moment that
Klement was closely famillar
with the life and work of the
Fourth International, that he was
eapectally Indignant at thess “ne-
cusations” and that his indigna-
tion found inimitable expression
in dozens of letlers, Klement took
an aclive part In the unmasking
al the Maoscow trials, and this
work, ngnin, is imprinted in nu-
merows letters and documents.
Where Is Klement?

It 1 most probable, however,
that the letter iz written In the
grip of the G. P. U. and that
Klemont, in fear for his life or
for the lives of people dear to
him, or finally, under the influ-
ence of some drugs, submissively
wrote down what he was orderead,
not bothering to correct obvious
eheurdities. It I8 even posaible
that Klement iacluded these ab-
surdities with complete readiness
in arder, in this fashion, te com-
promise the G, P. U's plol be-
forehand, In any case (his letiter
written and trensamitted o me
tegtifies that this affair will have
itz aftermath, The wvery fact of
Hlament's disappearnnes remaing
of esirse the chislf mystery,
Where is he? What has happened
to him? The letter bears no indi-
cation of the place of malling.
Apparently the letier passed from
city to city; the inner envelope
beara only my initials. T will en-
deavor of course to obtain the
neceggary infarmation about the
pogtal route of this letter.

The letter ends with the words:
“I have no intention to come out
aopenly against you" Needless to
ey, I wish more that snything
clse that the unfortunate Klement
could speak and come out ‘openly’
if ... he iz still alive. T am fm-
medistely zending a photostatic
copy of the letter for the dJdis-
posal of the French authoritles
and the MNew York Commission
of Dr. John Dewey, Lot us trust
that tha solution of this mysteri-
ous case will bé found and that
camplete lght will be shed upon
it.

genee and therefore interceted in
covering it up. Yet behind the
nogligenes of some might have
easlly lurked the crimilnal will of
others.

X Is Known

Fremch jurisprudence follows
the formule of Investigation
“agalnst X" Under this very

formula the investigntion la now
being conducted inte the death of
Sedoff. But X in this case does
not at all remain an “unkpown”,
in the ltera]l sense of the term.
It iz not a gueatlon of & chance
cut-throat whoe murders a way-
farer on & highway, and vanishes
after the murder. It Is o question
of & wvery definite Internatlonal
gang which has already eommits
ted more than one erime on the
territory of Franee, and which
makes use of and cloaks itself
with friendly diplomaiie rela-
tlone. That is the resl reason why
the investigation of the theft of
my archives, of the persecullons
of Sedoff, of the sitempt to kill
him at Mulhouse, and, finally, why
the present investigation of Sed-
off's death, which has already
lasted flve months, have brought
and are bringing no results, Seck-
ing to aveld being involved iIn
the complately real and powerful
political factors and forces behimd
ithe erime, the investigation pro-
eceeds from o fletion that in gues-
tion here i o simple apleode of &
private life; it labelz the eriminal
XK and—=faila to fAind him,

The eriminala will be exposed,
Mongieur le Juge: The radiua of
the erime ls far too great, far oo
great & number of people and
interesta often contradletory to
each other have been drawn into
1tz the revelations have alrendy
begun, and they will disclose
that the threads of & series of
erlmes lead to the GP.U. and,
through the GPEU, directly 1o
Btanlin, I eannot tell whother
French justics will take an active
part in these diaclosures. I would

hoartily wealeomae it, and am pre-
pared for my part to do every-
thing in my power to asslat. But,
in one way or another, the truth
will be dlscoverad!

From the above it follows quite
chviously thai the Investigation
inta the death of Sedof has
hardly begun as yet. In econalder-
atlon of all the cireumstances b
the case and the prophetic words
writien by Bcdolf himsell on Fob-
[Tuary 4, 1087, the "ihvestigation |
cannot but proceced from the as-
sumpliion that the death was of o
violent character. The organizers
of the crime were GPU, agents,
the fake functionaries of Sowvlet
institutions In Paris, The per-
petrators wera the agents of thess
agents recrulted from among the
White emigres, French or foreign
Sinlinigts and so on. The GP.U,
could nol fadl to have its agenta
in o Russian clinie in Paris or
among circles closest to it. Such
are the paths along which the in-
vestigation must proceed, If it, as
I should like to hope, secks to un-
cover the crime, and not to pur-
sue the line of least resistance,

I remain, Monsleur le Juge,

most slncerely yours,
July 19, 1928, Laon Trotshky.
Coyoacan, Mexieo,

JAPAN SEARCHES
FOR RETREAT

(Continued from page 1}
flagration in hopes of zomehow
pulling themsalves out of their
Chinese bog, these caleulations
were upset, at least temporarily.
If Japan moved in the flrst in-
stance at Hitlor's advice to =ee
what Moscow's renction would be,
bhath received a severe jolt be-
cause Moscow, confident that
Japan's difficultics in China made
Fusaia an easy master along the
Slberian frontler, has assymed an
apgresgsively defensive position
and has indicated that it would
e just as prepared to call a show
down here and now f neccssary.

Indications are not lacking, in-
deiad, that Moscow was not dis-
pleased ol having the opportunity
to rehabilitate its diplomatic posi-
tion in Europeée by a show of
strength on the Far Eastern
frontisr. The risk of war was
present, obviously, but under con-
ditlons which eould not but be
favorable to Hussla becmnuse
Japan is szo sériously wealanaed
by the failure of its China ad-
venture.

80 when Shigemitsu ¢nme, hat
in hand, he was virtually shown |
the deor and 6,000 miles away
Boviet guns continued fto  sghell
Japaness pogitions on the disput-
ed hills and Soviet alrcraft en-
gaged In threatening demonstra-
tions which the Japanese did not
dore reply to in kind., MNothimg
has more eleéarly evidenmeead
Japan's desive to retreat from an
uncomfortable jam than the fact
that not a single Japanesc plane
has wet taken to the air,

There remeing alwiys the dan-
goerous possibility that the border
clashea will automatically extend
and that beth protagonlsts wrdill
find themeselvea in the midst of
& war that neither has really de-

alred at this time.

World A

Two items o the recemt dls-
patches from Prague throw &
piercing light on the true charpe-
ter of the capitallst democracles
which are belng touted by social
reformisis, Stalinists and so-called
libernls as bulwirks in the Aght
againat the Fasclat dictatorships,

Ttam Mo, 1. A large group of
Viennese Jows, after belng de-
prived of all thelr possesslons,

wore deported aoross’ the Crech
border two weeks ago. DNacow-
ered by the polles of that denso-
cratie  republic, the Vienmess
Jews were rounded up and are
rested. Unable to show entry
permits or to explaln by what
mepns they Intended to sapport
themselyes, they were re
deported over the Austrlan bor-
i LU

One of the most helnous eruel-
tiea of the Fascist dictatorships
iz their manincrl anti-Semitism.
One of the “basie principles” of
the demoeracies is the right of
asylum to refugeess. To tha Jews
who have to bear the actual brunt
of Mozl atrocities, the “"bhasic prin-
ciples™ of capitalist democracy
hoave proved precious litile, In
metion, Mo property—no right of
asylum! That's how a democratic
principle iz Interpreted wunder

capltalizm.
L] L ] L]

Itermy No, 2. The Czoch Na-

A Glance

tHonallst Party, the organlzatlon
of the Crech Fasclsts, which has
sl deputles In the Pragues par-
linment, has rallied to the demo-
eratlo government in ita hour of
danger. Faced with the threat
of a Hitler Invaslon of the Sud-
eten German aren to ald the
cause of Henleln's Nuaziz, the
Czech Fasclsts have declded to
rewrlte thelr constliutlon to In-
clude o olapuse in defenss of
demoaraey

For the defense of the status
gqua, for the defense of prods-
tory natlonallst aims, the Czech
Fasclsta have thus shown then-
selves just as faclle ns our
Stalinlsts in bandying about tho
slogans of bourgeols democracy,

L] L L]

In ralsing the banoer of the
Sociallst Unlitcd States of
Europs, In refusing to bs en-
compasasd by the wave of so-
cinl-pateiotlsm, In calling for an
intengificatlon of the class
struggle, the Crech revolution-
ists prove themselves to he far
more reallstlo fighters agalnst
Fasclam than all the People's
Fronters. The latter are only
preparing the road for further
Fasclst victories by thelr super-
natlonalistic politics, hoth At
home as well as over the border,

Sﬁgar Companies Grab

Lands in

Puerto Rico

Editorial Mote.—Recent events in the Caribbean have
forcefully reminded the American people that Yankee imperial.
ism holds sway in those islands to the seuth. Strikes and peasant
revolts have forced the government to send troops against the
oppressed colonials. The reception Governor Winthrop received
at a "celebration" of the annexation of Puerte Rico by the
United States was a rude shock te those whe -expected the
islanders to meekly accept the most terrible exploitation.

The article below deals with the manipulations of the huge
sugar corporations that own the island of Puerto Rico. This
brief sketch depicts vividly the ruthless oppression practiced
by the masters of the Caribbean.

+
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By FRANCEES MERRILL
The Puerto Rican Supreme

Court on August 1 upheld & Con-
gresslonal resclutlon passed  in
1800 Hmiting the amount of land
held by a ecorporation to &M a-
eres, but which has never heen
grforecd. The land law was re-
onneted by Congresa in 1917 as
part of the Island's Organie Act,
but it was not implemented until

3836~ The -Bupreme Court ordered

the Rubert Hermanos sUgar oom-
pany, owner of the ceniral San
Viesnte to dizsalve, and flned it
33000, The small ine was explain-
ed by the long pericd during
which the law was disregarded
by the suthorities. Cases ngninst
the Fajarde Bugar Company and
the Central Cambaleche are pend-
ing, with further hearings to be
held in the fall.

The big sugar companles, dom-
innted by absentee capltallsts In
the United States, own or control
the grester part of the augar
lands in the four chief cane spo-
tiona that fringe the Puerio Ri-
can coast, All of the most fertile
goll iz “the property of men who
seldom or méver see the Island
and who have no interest in It
excopt dividends" (Diffic: Puoerto
Rico, A Broken Pledge.) Rubert
Hermanes, Inc, the company
convicted under the act, iz one of
the smaller ones, owning 12,188
acres and producing 31,247 tons
of supgar in 183456

Ome of “Big Four™

The Central Cambaleche is
about the same size, but the In-
dicted Fajardo Sugar Company is
ene of the “blg four” American
corporatlons that dominate the
indusiry. (The others are the
Bouth Puerto Hican Sugar Come-
pany, Central  Aguoirre  Sugoer
Company, and Eagtern Sugar As-
aocimtes.) Tagether they pro-
duced nearly half of the total out-
put for 19356; 399207 tons out of
BEOB0E. Fajardo's output was 104-
27T tons. (Flgurea from Farr's
Manual of Bugar Compandes,
1837.) Many of ihe smaller com-
prnies are Ameriean or foreign
owrned, Aceording Lo Diffie, abowl
§0 per cent of the sugar erop In
1931 was ground by Amorican and
other absenies companies.

Fajarde owns 30,132 acrea of
cane land, leases an additlonal
20,001 mcros, and controls through
grinding contracts with amall
plantation ownera another 16084
acres. The SBouth Puerto Rican
Sugar Company owna 5001 acrea
through & subsidiary, Russell and
Company; Eastern Sugar Assoc-
imtos owna 31,000 acres and leases
17,000: and Agulrre owns 256000
peres and leases 22000, The "big
four” also own rallway, telephone
wnd  shipping lines. The South
Puarte Ricnn BSugar Co. owna
the Dominican Steamship Com-
pany snd sugar eenbrnls in Banto
Domingoe, and Agulrré has A con-
trolling stock interest in the Mew
England Alecohel Company.

Sugar FPays INvidends

The ecommanding peositlon of
thege sugar corporations in Puer-
to Rican ceonomy le obvious from
the fact that the walue of sugar
and ita products represents T0
por cent of the total value of all
Puarto Rican products, and eane
growing occuples 40 per cent of
all land In crops. Cane land ia
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the Island's prestest souree of
wealth, The sugar companies
have been highly profitable to
their American stockholders, The
principal companies by 1831 had
pald dividends sufficlent to re-
place their original investment
many times over. Dividends ex-
ceeding 100 per cent a year have
been known, and from 10 to 30
per oont is the rule,

How little Amerlcan sugar Im-
perialism has conirlbuted to the
Island's prosperity, however, s
imdicated by the wages pald the
native workers on the plantations
and In the centrals, For 1034-T,
wages for men employed on the
plantations averaged $3685 &
woelk, or 1258 cenis an  hour,
Im the sugar factories they aver-
aged 3773 n woek or 1T% cents
an hour, The sugar companies
bave also contributed far less
than Lheir share of taxes, for
their property has been seandal-
ously under-asgeased.

Land Pressing Problem

The ownershlp and uwse of the
land ls ane of the most urgent
Puerto Riean problems. Popula-
tion donsity In Poerto Rleo s
more than 500 to the aquare mile.
Only one-fourth of the total land
aren is cultivabie, with the result
that every sguare mile in eultl-
vation must support owver 1800
peopla. The State of 8. Caroline
is comparable to Puerto Rieo in
that it iz B0 per cent rursl, o
slmilar proportion, but In South
Carolina there are only 55 per-
gong to & aquare mile and the per
caplia wealth ia more than salx
times that of Pueric Riocsa.

The monopoly of the land by
the sugar companiea has reduced
the land available for other cropa
with the result that the Island
must lmport practically all its
food from the United States—
agrin paying tribute to American
imperialism  through both the
costa of the feod and American
steamship lines, The land mono-
pely has alse lessened the aren
avallable for housing to the point
of distress,

The workers in the sugar in-
dustry cannot live on the cane
lands. They must crowd into the
geabrous, malodorous slums that
fringe the coastal towns Every
gpot of waste land, no matter
how unfit for decent lving, Is
ocoupled by wretehed shacks, They
are bullt above several feet of
slagnant water or over the tlde
flats. As many gs ten people lHwve
In tiny one-room hovels. But tha
acréage in sugar has expanded
ten-fold since 1000,

Although enforcement of the
lond  laws may remedy some
abupes, it will be no eolutlon. It
will make ltle diference whether
the land ia held by absentes eor-
porations or individunl Puerto
Hican capitalizis and landlords,
whether it i3 held n immense
tracts or 50 aore-lots, for 500
agres of wvaluable sugar land is
no telfle. There is only one real
golution: ownership of the land
by those who work it Until the
Puerte Riean workers and agrl-
eultural lnborers expropriate T
8. Imporlalism — and for this
they neesd the help and solidarity
of the workers in the United
States—there will be no prosper-
Ity for the Puerto Riean massea.




