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Horse-Trading Politics

After having begged in vain for recogmition
by the Democratic Party, the leaders of the
American Labor Party in New York have an-
nounced the consummation of a deal with the

party of Landon and Hoover for contesting seats
in the coming state legislative elections.

The program for Brooklyn has already been
worked out. It provides for nine Republican
Assembly candidates to be endorsed by the Labor
Party and eight Labor Party Assembly candidates
to be endorsed by the Republican Party. Similar
arrangements are already made for the endorse-
ment of two state Senatorial candidates of each

party.

In Manhattan, the program calls for the en-
dorsement of fve Republican Assembly can-
didates and one Senatorial candidate by the
Labor Party, and four Labor Assembly and two
Senatorial candidates by the Republicans.

It is hard to imagine a more wretched and
unprincipled piece of political horse-trading than
the one that the Labor Party leaders have so
blandly announced.

The Labor Party, in the face of this agreement,
continues to affirm that it is not only still a
“New Deal” party, but indeed the only "New
Deal™ party in New York. We don't think that's
anything for a party carrying the name of Labor
to be proud of, but let that be for the moment.
In the same breath, the "only New Deal party™
makes public a shameless horse-trade for legis-
lative seats with the most pronounced conser-
vative opponent of the "New Deal.”

In the days when Republicans and Democrats
endorsed a “fusion” candidate to oppose a
socialist or working class candidate, there was at
least some measure of principle taken into con-
snd.cmnun Unite to defeat the labor candidate!

What principle is behind the present move?
What pragram or platform does the Labor Party
have in general, or 1ssue in this election, in com-
mon with the party of Hoover and Vandenberg?
Only the “principle” of getting a few seats in
the legislature of the state. And for the sake of
this contemptible bargain, everything worthy of
the dignity of the labor movement Is trampled
under foot,

The only possible justification for labor form-
ing its own party and giving its pame and sup-
port to sech a party, however inadequate its pro-
gram or leadership, is as a step in the direction
of independent working class action. The worker
feels that just as he would not be in the same
union with a boss, so he will not be in the same
party as a boss. He wants a party of his own,
breakinig from the dirty practices and the re
actionary policies and leadership of the old cap-
malist parties,

Fram the point of view of the labor masses,
this is an entirely progressive movement. The
labor bureaucrats, however, seek to prostitute
this healthy movement to the basest and most

_ conservative ends. And that is precisely what is

being done by the bosses of the American Labor
Party in their latest deal with the Republicans.

Is it any wonder that these bosses do not even
bother to consult the rank and file of the Labor
Party and of the unions that make up its mem-
bership and its strength? They are the ones who
should have the fnal say on such a matter—not
after it has been done but even before it is pro-
]:H:uﬁr:d outside the ranks of the ALP.

The workers in the ranks of the A.L.P. must
react Prﬂn‘tptl_',' and vignmusly ter the djEj;raccful
and humiliating horse trade carried out by the
party burcaucracy. It must be repudiated, if the
movement for independent working class polit-
ical action is to be a healthy and genuinely pro-
Eressive movement,

Labor is strong enough to stand on its own
feet. More truly, it is only when labor stands
on its own feet that it is strong. Dependence on
“friends” was the curse of Gomperism in the
labor movement for years. The founding of the
A.L.P. as a vote-collecting agency for Roosevelt
and Lehman stultified and stunted the develop-
ment of the party from the beginning. The
horse-trade with the Republicans is no less rep-

L -and symbolic episode in the life of the Thomas

rehensible and injurious to the labor movement,
Let the rank and file speak out clearly in denun-
ciation of it.

Taxing the Poor

A subordinate official of the Treasury De-
partment jumped the gun a few months on plans
to reduce income tax exemptions, and the De-
partment found it necessary last week to issue a
hasty disavowal. No one, however, should be so

naive as to imagine that the last has been heard |
on this subject. i

It would not do, however, to have the issue
raised. prominently during the primaries and the
congressional elections this autumn. Once the
administration has its majority safely under its
belt, it can be returned to with greater calm and
less chance of effective opposition.

The idea of reducing the income tax ex-
emptions, for some years a favorite theme of the
LaFollette brothers, is quite in keeping with the
taxation policy followed during the last session
of Congress under the dictation of the big banks
and Wall Street.

The general theory of the banks is, naturally,
that the main incidence of taxation shall fall on
the workers and the lower middle classes. Im
spite of the tariffs, the sales taxes, the various
kinds of open and hidden taxes on consumers’

goods, the rent-raising real property taxes, all of

which affect directly the living standards of the |

masses and which together account for the great
bulk of public income, the banks fecl that the
squeeze is not yet being tightly enough applied.

In the last Congress they drew the teeth from
the wndistributed profits tax, the taxés on per-
sonal corporations, and the methods of taxing
captial gains (all of which taxes affect primarily
the wealthy). Simultaneously they began a de-
termined campaign for lowering the income tax
exemptions, in order, they said, to provide
greater stability to the tax structure, help balance
the budget, and “equalize the burdens.”

The absurdity of these arguments is to be seen
in the fact that the entire sum which could be
realized from the proposed lowering of the
exemptions (estimated at. from 30 to 70 mil-
lions) is far less than the individual 50 highest
incomes in 1937. Here, as in general, in the aim
of making the masses carry the burden of dep-
ression and crisis, tax policy only supplements
the wage cuts and speedups at the point of pro-
duction,

Lasser's Resignation

The Socialist Party's national office announces
that David Lasser, president of the Workers'
Alliance, has resigned from the party follow-
ing the presentation of charges against him by
the party's national secretary.

With this resignation ends a symptomatic

party.

Like so many other petty bureaucrats,” Las-
ser stayed with the Socialist Party so long a¥ he
could make wse of it for himself, In the Alli-
ance, he carried out his own private policy,
regardless of whether or not it conformed
with the decisions of the party. When mili-
tant and left-wing socialists complained against
Lasser and his policy, when they criticised him
for playing the dirty game of -the Stalinists,
when they demanded that he follow a2 mili-
tant, class-struggle policy, Lasser easily crushed
theic oppesition, because he always got pro-
tection from the official party leadership. Las-
ser knew how to play this game to perfection,
as others had done before him and as still
others are doing right now in the 5. P.

Lagser was a "Thomas man,” which meant
he was under Thomas™ wing and that he joined
in every vicious attack—including expulsions—
against lefr-wingers. In exchange, he obtained
LTty For all sorts of rascality and oppor-
tunism committed in the name of his party.
Thomas, Tyler and Co., in turn, sought to cov-
er their own impotence by pointing proudly
to Lasser as an example of the "mass work we
socialists are doing.” Only, Lasser wasn't work-
ing for the party; the party was made to work
for him.

[efore the bureaucratic expulsion of the left
wing by Thomas, Tyler and Lasser, when there
was shill time to do something about it, the rev-
oautionary socialists tried in vain to haul Lasser
before the party and compel him to give an
account of himself. The party bosses answered
with thunder and lightning—not against Las-
ser but against the left wingers! .

Finally, when Lasser was through with the
5. P. for good, when he no longer needed it,
when he no longer bothered even to make be-
lieve that he was listening—the national sec-
retary timidly hled his charges on May 24th.
Seme two months later it announced obscurely
that Lasser had resigned from the party.

Will the Themasites draw any lessons [rom
this instructive experience? Not on your tin-
type! They will go right on producing more
Lassers and Lashes and . . . resignations. For
their idea of party democracy boils down to
this: [ree reign to all opportunists and bureau-
crats, but the gag and the boot for all
revolutionists,

Experts Baffled for Explanation -- But New Millions Face

Unemployment and Disemployment -- A Future of
Hunger and Insecurity

By ART PREIS

~Historlans of some future age, unearthing the
writings of our current sooth-savers on the “New
Dienl” depression, will andoubtedly publleh thels
findings in some journal deveted to the study
of mental dizeases, The average “expert”, when
not blaming depressions on the misbehavior of
sun-spols, usually atiributes eognomie erises o
the menta] state of {he bisiness class,

If the botlom drops ouk of the stock market,
o inereasing millions of unemployed hounlt the
gutes of silent factories, the pundits of the press
bark, “Pessimism!", and let the matter ride. Un-
doubtedly, pessimism has characterized the state
of mind of the average buginess man for the
past twelve monthe, The economic guess-alls
have failed to show, however, whether this
frame of mind la a cause or result of the present
decline,

Third of Natlon Distressed,

In o ;Imllaﬂy enlightening fashion, these eco-
nomic goapel-pounders view the faets of chronic
mass uwnempioyment. America’s 15 million un-
employed, who, with thelr dependents, represont
one-third of ouwr population, when not dismissed
as “lazy bums who won't work even §f they had
a job," are considered at best merely temporardly
unfartunate beéings io whom same  attention
should be paid—afier the real trogedy of declin-
ing profits has been properly remedied.

Between June, 1935 and August, 1937, dates
which roughly mark the llfe span of the “"New
Deal Boomlet,” wunemployment was regarded
largely as an irritating, but not dangerous, akin
blemish, which could be concealed under the
powder and rouge of mounting proeduction and
profit figures. It could be soothed, whenever it
ftehed, by a Ught applcation of W.P.A, jobs
and starvation penstons for the helplessly aged,

Unemployed Census Reveallng

It was with undeubied optimism that F.DR.
undertook the nation-wide census of unemploy-
ment im June, 1987, Production was heading
steadlly for the pre-depréssion pealk of 182
EBuslness men were staggering gaily from heady
draughts of fresh-drawn profits. Everything was
hunky-dory, if only the Budget were balanced,
taxes reduced, and the “goddam relief rachet
cut out.” )

When the figures of the census were revesled
finally in November, 1837, America was ahready
hurtling down an eeonomic land-slide at the
mest precipitous pace in 1ts history. What use
to bemean the fact of B4-11 million unemployed
during the peak of o boom, when six months
later at least flve millions more had oeen piled
on those figures—and profits were melting away,
to boot?

Figures GElve YVilal Lesson

But the Amerlean workers dare not forget
these Agures, They reveal s fact that fs truly
ominous. The fAgures of mass unemployment
reglstered at the peak of Roosevelt “prosperily”
prova  conclusively,
periods of comparative recovery, larger and
larger sections of workers are condemned to
permanent joblessness — disemployment. In-
creaglng millions under capitalism are cut off
forever from productive labor in nmermal eco-
nomis pursuits,

Thin economically disenfranchized “nation
within a nation" (larger, Inclhoding dependents,
than the ocntire populations of such eountries as
Apain, Canada or Mexleo) 18 supplemented from
time to time by new milllons of jobless workers,
who are perlodically cast by each succeeding
wave of depression upon the desclate shores of
our economic sysbem. While some workors are
lucky emough as individuals to be drawn back
inte the cconomic currents by the recading
waves, other milllons are left permanently
stranded, part of the rapldly accumulating
wreckage of labor and talents, of human Hves
and pepirstions which la mass disemploymont
in America.

“ ke —daaplite - -temporary -

Two Factors Heveal Depths

Twao factors distinguish the 1929—7 ceconomis
declne from all previous depressions. One la
the inereasing mass disemployment. The other
iz the increasing rcg'u'l.::l.:ril;.r af periodic ]:u.;.rrﬂ-ﬂ'ﬂ
suffered by nlmost every worker regpnrdless of
his trade or industry. The uwnemployed of pre-
wvious depressions were largely re-sbsorbed into
industry during the following upturns. Each
recovery perlod which succeeded former depres-
aione surpassed previous boomz in the volume
of production apd brought forth new industrics.
Indeed, certain industries formerly weathered
the depression fairly well, and the workers in
these  Industries considered 1themselvies peer-
manently secure, Untlil 1820, a railroad job was
considered n guarantesd life-time seeurity. Bul
the presont depression has mpde nn excepiion
of no Industry, A million railroad workers, for
example, have lest their regular eccupations dur-
ing the past nine years,

Theso burning facts must be seared into the
conaciousness of every Amerlean worker, Every
worker, n all Indusfries without exeception, ls
from now on threatencd by the ravages of perl-
odie lay-oifs; and Increasing millions of unem-
ployed fuee the dismal foture of permanent dis-
employment,

Workers Pay Price of Crisls

The Amerlean working class is paying an
fncaleulable price for these conditlons In terms
of physical suffeelng, disordered familly life,
mental break-down, disesse and denth, Compare
the S2500 yearly income estimoated by the 1.8,
Childrens Bupeatil s netessary to provide the
minimum comfort and decency level of living for
o family of Ave with the JHMO0D—3T0H per year
which the average W.P.A., worker earns. Then
remember that the W.P.A. workers, who rep-
regent less than 30 percent of the unemployed,
are considered s relatively “pelvileged™ growp.
We ean well understand why eertain authorities
have claimed that the unemployed &2 a group
sguffer five times as much from sickness and dis-
ensd us the rest of the population,

Milliens of workers find that the few comforts
and convenlences they muanage to accumulate
over years of hard work are snatehed away dur-
ing even a few montha of unemployment. A
couple of Instalment payments missed, and auto-
moblles, radics and washing machines are
promptly taken away. Uwvery day hundreds of
homes, representing life-times of sacrlfice and
aerimping, are foreclosed. Thousafds of Tamilles
are evieted to join the homeless hordes thal to-
day almlessly teavel our highroads.

Class Strength Sapped

It we permit these sonditions to continue for
any length of time, the resistance of the Ameris
can working class will be sapped. The unparal-
Teled militancy displayed by the Amerlcan work-
era during the past four years of bitter struggles
will-be dulled, Hunger and disease. domoraliss
the workers and drain thelr fighting apiriis,

It i= this possible demornlization, rather than
any immediate suffering, which 8 most to ba
feared by the workers, In both Germany and
Italy, desperate and demoralized unemployed,
susceptible to any demagogic appenl, nnd lacking
powerful organizations knit Armly to the trade
unlonz, helped form the storm-troop gangs of
the fascizts which wtterly destroyed the labor
mowvementa in thess countries. The Ameriean
labor movement dares not permilt our home-
grown Hitlers so frultful a field for exploitation,
The dangera are too hideous toe contemplate,

(This is the first of o serics of articles on the
nature of unemployment, ts causes and how It
can be remesdied, The next article In the serles
will ba “The New Deal and the Unemployed,” an
analysis of how the Rossevelt adminlstration has
deall with the unumplu}*ﬁﬁ and unemployment
ainee 1955 —Fad.)

By LEON TROTSKY

During the sighteen monthe of
my stay in this hospitable coun-
try I have been accused of a

-+

initiative,
concerning

ON MY CONSPIRACY

Rivera and myself on thelr own
conversed  with  me
Lthae sitastion

e

in the |

Middletown Labor
Teaches a Lesson

{Contlnued from pages 1)

Junetion ewven If he had lo use
machine gunzs, This threat was

met in o determined fashion by
the warkers, and they decided

that they must meet such threats
in similar lnnguage,
More than 200

glrikers ap-

peared at the plant with shot-
guna, riflea, crude gas bombs, fire-
crackers, bte. and started to dig
in. They dug holes in the ground
and entréenehed themselves
around the plant. Sesing that the
workers really meant business
wnd wers prépared to the best of
their ability, the company quick-
Iy mgreed to meet In conference
with the union representatives.

Vietorles for Strikors
The followlng day a =ettlement

was reached. The discharged
workers were re-instated and the
AW, was granted bargnining
righta for production workers,
The A. F. of L, bargained for the
die makers, machinists and metal
polishers,

In addition the injunction
pgainst picketing was withdrawn,
and the company dropped a sull
for 350,000 agalnst the T.AW,
logal., The company had charged
the union with damaging com-

pany property.

number of dremdiul consplracies,

A few months back Mr, Tole-

dano declared at varlous mest-
ings that I wias preparing a gen-
ctul strike agoinst the govern-
ment of General Cardenas, No
maore and no leasa!

The leader of the Communist
Party this name, I think, Iz La-
borde) declonred of o publie mass
meeting in the prosemce of the
Fresident’ of the republic that I
wig in g fosclst conapiracy with
Genernla Cedillo and . . . Villa-
rinl.

On the morrow each of the
Messre, Accousers cnst nalde his
own  accusalion lke o clgareite
butt, lforgot about it, and passed
on to new inventlons,

The “Conspiratorial™ Trip

At present my wvacation trips
to Patzeuaro, Jigullpan, Guada-
lnjara and Morella ls plpeed on
the agends. Now I am no longer
pecused of preparing a general
strike and a fascist uprlsing but
of . . . & trip through Mexico,
slopping at hotels, and meeting
and conversing with Mexlean
citlzens. Yes, I have aciuslly
commitied all these crimes. And,
[ must add, T committed them
with great pleasure

On the part of the warious
layers of population: workers,
teachers, army men, artista, gov-
ernrment and munlelpal authori-
ties, I met nothing but considera-
tign aAnd hoapitality which In
genernl 80 brilllantly distinguish
the Mexleans. Tn Patrouaro, a

few tenchora who wiaited Dlega

TEER. and In particular about
publle edueation, T expressed to
them the same views which 1
have expressed many times in
my books and articles. ITn order
o assure complete clarity of ex-
pogition, I gave them a writlten
sintement. MNone of these temch-
ara, so far as I know, considered
ar called himself o "'l"t‘al‘.ﬂll_'..':l‘tn-"]

In Jiguilpan, Gusdalajara and
Morelin, I am sorry to sny, I had
ng sueh meetings, since at each
aof these places I siopped for only
o few houra.

“Flot® In an Orphan Asylum

In Guadalajern, the field of op-
etallon for my “conspiracy” was
the government palace, the uni.

veraity, and the orphan asylum,
where I axamined the frescoes of
Orozeo,. Various people ap-
propched me asking for aulo-
graphs or almply to press my
heand. Some of them I asked jest-
ingly, just aa of the teachers in
Patzouars! "Aren't you afrald to
approach a esunber-rivelutionist
and fascist?" Almost invariably 1
recelved the answer, “Mot a single
sengible  person  baelieves this®™
Nerdless to say, this answer gave
me great moral satisfaction.

8o far as the conspiracy with
Dr. Atl ig concerned, I ean only

gay that I hesrd his name for the
firat time from the "unmaskers.”

I never met Dr. Atl and do not
have the honor of Knowlng him,

No Sllence on Standerars

L |

ment eontalning in itself the ref-
uwtation of & false denuneimtion
alse will be interpreted by my
detragtors as “interference in the
internal life of Mexico” But this
trick will fool no one. I gave a
defnite obligation to the govern-
ment of this country, that Is ta
the Government of Genoral Car-
denas and not to the government
of Lombprde Toledano, Mo ane
has Informed me that the task
of keeping my behavior under ob-
aprvation has been conferred
upon Mr, Toledano, T never ob-
ligated myself to keep silent on
glanders and slanderers. I retaln
the right In my house as well as
during trips to breathe the Mex-
lean alr, to meet eitizens of this

‘eountry, to enter into conversa-

tlon with them, to wislt monu-
menls of art—and in such cases
ga I find it necessary, to brand
apenly and by name those “deme-
crats,” “socialisls,"” and “revolu-
tionista,” who—oh ghame, have
taken upon themselees the as-
signment to obtain by les and
alander, my deliverance Into the
hands of the G.P.1J,

duly 18, 1938

I do not doubi that this state-

Coyoacan, 10, F.

This scene from Cleveland vividly depicts the plight of
the unemployed, facing starvation in a land of plenty.

George Snlr.nlsl:t

Diigelosure of methoda by which
the Matlonal Association of Ma-
nufacturérs and the big steel cor-
poratlons sought in 1838 to atir
hostility againat the Committes
for Industrial Organlzation and
organlzed labor generally, by
meana  of planned  propagnda
enmpaigns, was made jast week
in Washington by the Senate
Civil Liberties Committes,

The hoss organizations, it was
ravenled, doveloped their propa-
ganda drive againal lsbor at a
timie when the CILO, was push-
Ing ite drive to organize workers
in the steel and rubber indus-
trlea.

Bosses Flnance Campalgn

One of the methods to create

the publication of a serlea of
“proaperity dwells where har-
mony prevalls”  advertsements,
which were sent through 4he
country by a South Bend adver-
tising firm, Testimony showed
that the advertlsements were
pald for by employers, although
they were made to appear as
having originated with publie
and eivie or “third party” groups
such sz women's clubs, dental
groups, farm organizations and
garden socleties,

A prominent socia]l worker of
Youngstown, Ohlo, who 18 a
lepding figure In nearly avery
health and soecial service aciivity
in the wicinity, sald he was glad
to “cooperate” in the work be-
causge he opponed “outside”™ la-
bor leaders. Although paid for
wholly by employers and mer-
chants, with a slight sontribition
from twe eivie groups, the wit-
gl gaid it wos decided (o have
ihe advertisements published ns
sponsared by “meither Indua.t:'!,r
or likar,™

Sokolsky Revelnllons

The mosl revealing evidenes
read into the record by the La-
Follotte Commities, oconcerned
Gecrge E. Sakolsky, prominent
writer @nd lJeeturer, who was
shown to have reoccived $28.589
from Hill and HKnowlion, public
relations counsel for the steel
corporations, for apeakling at
“publicly  sponsored™ meetings,
between June, 18936, and Februas-
ry, 1938, In addition, Sokolsky re-
celved, 323408 directly from the
National Asseciation of Manufae-
turers for oxpenaes frem May,
1936, to Maveh, 1938,

Eoholaky, who in his lecluring
and wrlllng activity has always
endeavared to appénr as an “im-
partial observer” of the struggle
betwesn capital and labor, thus
emerges in the role of pald tool
of the hig boss arganizations. This
is quite consistent with his past
CRrGET.

Years age, after having ae-
quired in his high schoeol days
something of a reputation ns a
radleal and belng expelled from
at least one educatllonal inatitu-
tlon, Sokolsky went to China.
There, recognizing in the rising
Natlonallst movement n chanee

sprejudice cagainat. the. CLO. was |

1o sell himsell in on the ;‘mund

One More Chapter
In a Vena[ sttorg

floor of something that might boe-
comd big, he made the aguaint-

ance af Dir. Sun Yat-sen, founder

and leader of the Huomintang,
Bells o Japan

Beveral yemrs were io clapse;
however, before that party came
te powar and as Sokelaky was,
and remalns, salable te the high-
#8t  bidder, he soon  discovered
that utta.nhmant to the causs of
Japancse imperlalism paid more
gubstantial dividends, He enlated
undér the banner of the Rlaing
Bun and became assoclated with
the Japanesesubsidiced Far
Enstern Revlew, edited by the

Inte George Eu'rmmn Rea, who .

after Japan selzed Manchurla be-
carme an adviger to the Manehia-
“Rre—povernent- ut't"lﬂl'ﬂ':"ﬂ
#T5,000 a year,

In 1925-27,
Chiang Hal-shek and the Hue
mintang was rising, ZSokolsky,
because of his friendshlp with
Sun Yat-gen (then already dead)
and the entree which this gave

him to Kuosmintang civcles, dis- .

coveregd he had wvalue for. the
North-China Daily News, leading
organ of British imperlaiam in
Shanghal. He was glven a job on
the editorial stoff at & fancy
salary,

Eerly In 19227, when the Huo-
mintang government established
itself at Nanking with Chlang

Kal-shek as military dictator, Bo- 2o

kolsky secursd himself s well-
paid job as an “advigor” to the
butcher of the Chinese mapssos.

Employed by Kuomintang

Known in China by all his as-
goclates, Chinese and foreign, as
a petty Intriguer, Sokolsky was
interested only In cspousing
causes that were Ananclally prof-
itable to himsslf. His Kuomin-
tang employers understocd his
character well, and they kapt
him on their payroll only so long
as they found him useful

But with his venal reputation
and charpeter, and his penchant
for Indrigue, Sokolsky fAnally be-
came o source of embarrassmeant
to China's new rulers and ae-
cotding to reporis bellewved true
by all whe know him In China,
the Kuomintang Anally pald him
a8 substantinl sum to leave the
country, with the understanding
that he Wwas never to return,

Eack in the United States, he
built a repuimtlon a2 & writer
and lecturer and shortly thepes
after, according to the LaFol-
lette Committes's evidencs,
cameé o propagandist hask for
the steel corporations.

hit stee]l corporations spend om0
propogands mueh more than o
they pald Sekolsky, whose ri-.
numeration appenrs relativaly in-

slgmifleant. HI and Enowlton
recelved for “publicity”.a sum of
$24880  betwesn  August,
and December, 1837, the evidence
st week showsd. This sum was
aubaeribed by the Republie Emll
Corporation, the
Sheet and Tube Company and tha
Ameriean Tron and Steel Instl-
tuke,
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