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Trial of Suspended
Chiefs Begins in UAW

Stage Shameful Brawl to Discredit Proceed-
ings; Switch Line After Lewis Fails to
Intervene; Drop Rump Moves

But Danger to Union Is Mounting

DETROIT, July, 26.—Riotous scenes staged by organized Sta-
linest dtlcgatinns marked the first d.i.].r of the trial of the four sus-
pended International officers of the United Automobile Workers of
America. In a deliberate effort to set up a special tribunal to give an
unofhcizl veto to the action of the regular International Trial Board,
a deputation of friends of the :ﬂuprf:nu:led officers broke down the
door and refused to allow the trial to proceed unless their participa-

. tion was recognized.

The so-called “sit-down™ to disrupt the trial proceedings, break-
ing out inte Asthghts and smearing the ugly situation over the front
page of the capitalist press, came to an end after the Griswold
Building was vacated through a misunderstanding of the “sit-

6.0.P. CAMPAIGNS

Thers can be ne two opinionsa
gn the meaning of the cccurrence
in the Grlawold Bullding today.
The unlon had been clearly In-
formed by Preaident Martin that

o

the trim] would be held in eloaad
sesglon. This wops known wooks
in mdvanece, Trreapective of the
merits of an open trial over s
closed trial, the Anal decislon on
this matter rested with the Ex-
gcutive Board.

For thelr part,”the Stallnists
expressed no opinion on this mat-
ter one way or another. The spe-
clalista In frame-ups condemmned
the trial as a frame-up on the
yery day It was announced In
presa, more than a month
se-Phelr attempt to force lnlo
tho trial today an  arbltrarily
héand-ploked group was almed at
diseraditing the proceedings. The
violent metlon was Intended to
prowve thit the rank and Ale didn®t
have a look-in, To any objective
obsorver, the motives of the Sta-
linjet riot mre transparent
through and through.

A Major Defeat

The mad rampage of the Sta-
linists at the opening of the trial
correaponds directly with the be-
gimning of defeals at the hands
‘of the rank and fle. At a meet-
ing of all Executive Committees
of loenl untona held here last Fril-
day, a motlon to call upon John
L. Lawls to intervene In the auto
unlon sis defeated by o vole af
146 to 122, The temper of the
rank nnd flle auto workers was
unmistakable Thres former
memhbers of the United Mine
Workers related their cxperiences
with John L. Lewls in Ohio and
Ilineds. They warped, on the ba-
sl of intimate knowledge, that
the Intervention of Lawia would
mean the same kind of ruthless
dictatorship which once trampled
gwer the miners unlon. In desper-
ation, the Stalinlsts retaliated by
an aftempt to gang up on John
W. Anderaon, milltant Flestwaoed
member of the Executive Board
of the West Side Local,

FOR DEMOCRAT

Two Boss Parties
Unite to Back
Reactionary
Powerful forees within the New
York Republican Parly are de-
manding Republican endorse-
ment in the coming elestiona of
FRepresentative John J. O%on-
nor, present Ineumbent of the
16th Congresstonal” Diatriet in

Manhattan.

O'Connor 8 A Tammany Demio-
crat, chalrman of the House of
Reprezentatives Rules Commlt-
tee, This iz the most influentinl
commitlee In the House, Through
it, in the regular order of bual-
nieag, nll proposed legislation
paszes before golng to the foor of
the House. By O'Connor's iron
control it has during the past
few wears proved the most ef-
fective of all parllamentary In-
girumontas for the sabotage of
progressive leglalation,

Party Lines Blurred

The significance of the propo-
sal for Republican endorsement
of OConnor les in its dramatle
aitestation of the fact—obiery-
able wlag in a thouwsand other me-
nifestntions — that the political
struggles in this country are now
compelled to step outslde the
fimita of the traditional party
boundaries,

The conflicls new being un-
leashed under the pressure of the
criala no lenger fAnd the old set-
up of the Republican and Demo-
cratfe parties s sufflelent arena
in which te work themsalves oul.
In this sense, the proposal to
give Republican endorsement to
O gnnor 8 directly comparable
te the Republican intervention
to suppor! Peteraon against Ben-

Du&ppnlhtnd nt mny immediate
(Contlnued on page 2)

gaon In the Minnesoia Farmoers-
(Continued on page 2)

Trotsky Fears Fate Of
Klement. G.P.U. Vietim

German exile living in Paris.

sessing a fluent knowledge of

Klement took an active part in

the G.P.U.

Parisian friends think that K

it is enticely possible that the

every hour lost may spell doom
by me.

can, D F.
July 18, 1938

My friends in Paris informed MNew York yesterday by
telephone about the disappearance of Rudolph Klement, a

student, was for two years my secretary at Prinkipo and in
France. He was a well educated young man, 28 years old, pos-

he had continued to give me a great deal of assistance in my
literary work. Like Erwin Wolf, my Czechoslovakian secretary,

frame-ups and through this provoked the violent hatred of

My Parisian friends say that they received a copy of a
letter from Perpignan addressed to me by Klement. I have
not received this letter yet. But from Klement's previous let-
ters it is clear that he had no intention of going anywhere, My

G.P.U., just as Erwin Wolf was some time ago. If this be so,

Spain for bloody revenge. I hesitated whether or not to give
this information to the press before final verification. But since

it my duty to make public right now the information received

Klement, a former Hamburg

several languages. From Paris

the unmasking of the Moscow

lement was kidnapped by the

G.P.U. forcibly carried him to

to my young friend, I consider

LEON TROTSKY.

| Stalinists Riot s SEAMEN FIGHT “FINK”

East Side Workers
March for Housing

MNew York's Ewast Blde tene-
ment distriets will witness a
parade on Saturday, July 30th
by organiztions affiliated to
and endoraing the KEast Side
Workers Houslng Committes.
The parade will open the Aght
for mew housing prejecta in
New York City and aim to
wmligt the support of thou-
ands of lew-pald and unem-
ployed workers of the Enast
Side.

Members of the Soclallst
Workers Party, Young Peo-
ple's HBoclallst League, Work-
erg  Alllance Loocal 185 other
progressive locals of the
WoALA, Unlted Handicapped
Workera of Amerlea, the Po-
ish Workers Club, and other
mbor organizations wlll carry
Lthe slogans and bannors of the
committes,

The parade will assemble at
15% Rivington Street at 1:30
P M. and begin at 2 P. M, The
following route will be fol-
lowed: starting at Rivington
and Clinton Strests, north on
Clinten to 3tanton Street, east
o Avenue €, north to 11th
Strect, west to Z2nd Avenus,
aouth to Grand Street, cast to
Sherlff Strect, north to Riv-
ington Streesi, east to point
whare parade bagan,

All 8WP and Y.PSL
memhbears are to report not int-
er than 1:30 P.M. Saturday,
July 30, at 168 Rivington at.

Nationalist Feeling Flares
As Attempt Is Made On
Puerto Rican Governor

Attempted Assassination Discloses Repres-
sive Rule of U. 5. Imperialism Against
Independence Movement

Mationalist and anti-imperialist fecling in Puerto Rico, inflamed
by the repressive measures of the Winship administration against all
independentist sentiment, flared into violence again on July 23 when
an attempt was made to assassinate Governor Winship at the cele
bration of the forticth anniversary of American occupation.

Although the governor escaped the shots, two persons, a Colonel
of the Puerto Rican National Guard at the head of troops marching
in review and a Nationalist, were killed, and more than thirty were
wounded., Seven MNahonalists are under arrest for the attempt, bail
being set for two of them at $25,000 each.

It is almost an axiom that repression breeds terrorism, Marxists
have always condemned terrorist methods as futile, and serving to

i’.‘iﬁﬁ:ﬁﬂi‘i’i”"&“hﬁ?t P. SPLITS PHILA.
NAYY YARD UNION

Rican Natlonalizia will give the
authoritles further excuse to sup-
presa Puerte Rican clvll libertles
and &ll manifesiations of a desire
for Independence,

The fact remains, howaver,

Middletown
Gives Labor
Bigiessnn

ap -
Militant Action by Muncie

Auto Workers Smashes
Attacks on Union

MUNCIE, Ind.—Carefully chos-
enn by soclologiste as the average
Amaerican small city and dubbad
"Middletown” by Mary and Raob-
ert Land In thelr two popular
books, Munele has become fa-
mous as  the most thoroughly
eXxplored ety in the Tinited
States, Cross-gectionsd and croas-
examined, Indéxed and tabulated,
Muneje, in its role as "Middle-
town,” has presented the pro-
fessors and students of the uni-
wversities with detailed material
on the average Amerlcan soclaty,

Hecent events in Muncle have
thelr signifieance for workera
Mot only the students of soelal-
oy can drow lessona from Mun-
cle, but trade unlonists ean gain
valuable knowledge from the ex-

HALLS

Pickets Open Drive On
N.Y. Gov’t Hiring Hall

Picket Line Answers Government Threat to
Take Over Hiring; Seamen Act
Despite N.M.U. Opposition

Hiring on Dollar Line Held by SUP

NEW YORK.—After a week of fruitless efforts to form a
hghting united front with the National Maritime Union, the New
York branches of the Sailors Union of the Pacific and the Marine
Firemen established a picket line around the Maritime Commission
hiring hall, determined to defeat the government’s plan to destroy
union hiring halls.

Despite the refusal of N.M.U. officials to approve joint picket-
ing, rank and hle members of the C.1.O. union have joined the West
Coast men in picket duty, and seamen as a whole are respecting the
line. Added pressure, on and off the picket line, is expected to make
it very difficult for the Maritime Commission to obtain crews for

™

pevienes of “Middictown’s™ work-
Ing class,

Trusted Labor Board

government-owned merchant ships.

=  Alrendy the Commission haas
notifled the BULP. agent, Frank

CALL GUARDSMEN
IN TOWA STRIKE

NEWTON, Iown -— Machine
guna guarded the snirance of tho
Maytag washing machine factory
and MNatlonal Guardsmen pa-
trolled the strests of Newton,
under martial law In the alev-
anth weeh of & strike againat
proposed wage cubs by the May-
Lag compandy,

The Nationwsl Guard, ealled
out by Gowernor MNelson G, Hra-
schel when wunion - plekets pre-
vented  strike-bréeakers from
trucking washing machine parta
away from the plant, veed their
bhavonets to force strikers and
thelr wives away from the fae-

tory, breaking up the pleket line,

Pleket Ling Crashed
Shortly after the troops Ars
rived Inst wesk, and were atill
maeking camp In the outskirts of

(Continued on page 2)

that the military-pollee reglme of
Gover nor Wlnnpl.p, backed by the
eratwhile Jiberdal, Ernest Gruen-
ing, in charge of the department
of Insulnr Affairs, and egged on
by super-imperialist Senator Ty-
dings, hes merey reaped what it
sowed. Everything that could be
done to drive the Natlonalista to
desperation has béen done.
Senfiment for independence in
Puerto Rlice i far more wide-
gpread than ia ever permitted to

appear. Discrimination is widely |ist-sontrolled group of Loeal 17
kv opvering the Philadelphin - Navy

practiced against knpwn
cates. of the Island's freedom
from American rule. The largest
political party, the Liberal Party,
has Independence in its platform.
The extremizt MNationallst group,
however, la very amall. It has HE-
tle popular support and s in no
wiy o threat to American domi-
nation, But it bas been continu-
ally goaded, harasscd and per-
spcuted by the Winship govern-
ment.
Pollce Murder Two

When two Nationslist youthe
agsassinatad the Insular Chief of
Polles, Colonel Riggs, In 1034,
they were laken to police head-
quarters and murdered in cold
hleod by the pollee two hours
Inter, None of the gullty police-
men has ever been punished or
even suspended from the foree,

(Contlnued on page 3)

Shipyard Loc'l Gives
Up C.I.O., Charter
In Split Move

PHILADELPHIA, July 28 —
After & long and Intense fight te
secure o dominent posltion in the
direction of the Navy Yard Lo-
cils of the Industrial Union of
Marine and Bhipbullding Work-
ers Ameriea (CLO.), the Sialin-

Yard decided to relurn their
charter to the LUMSW.A, and
to enter the Stallnist-ruled United
Fedaranl Workers of America
(C.LO) whera thelr ambitions
could be better satisiied,

A progresalve step, with im-
manse poszibllities, was unders-
taken when the TUMBWA began
to organize the shipyard workers
of the gevernment-owned Navy
Yardas into & militant union unit-
Ing them with the shipyard work-
ers In private Industry, But mil-
tancy 18 of no Importance to the
Stalinists. “Rule or ruin®™ iz thelr
motiao,

Navy Yard Councll St up

A Joint Council of Navy Yards
was established last wear by n
decision of the MNational Conven-

flion of the union, to coordinate

Workers at the John Les Ac-
me Co, manufacturing automo-
tive parts and employing about
T workers, astruck the plant in
1937, Thay were indused to re-
turn to waork, leaving detalls of
settlement up to the State Labor
Relations Diviaion.

While the State Labor Board |
and Judge Guthrie were “settling |
up detsils,” the company intimi-
dated the workers to the extent |
of practically destraying the War clouds threatened the Sov-
United Automobile Workers lo- let Far Eastern horizon for a
cal. In June nine workeps sserelbelel  eterval..last  week. The
discharged in wiolation of their| SBoviet army, statloned in those
sonlority rights. The members of | parta, ccecupled a hill overlooking
the UAW. struck in o body and | Lake Khasan on the Soviet-Man-

JAPAN RETREATS
IN BORDER CLASH

Soviets’ Firm Stand
Forces Japan to
Retreat

(Contlnued on page 2)

Frank Hague's Jersey City is no isolated case in the United

Stakes,

It is not the only place where capital and its government
threaten to deprive labor of its most elementary rights, where the
guns and blackjacks of police and hired thugs are being employed

to smash the labor movement.

In the last few months alone, we have had the police firing
mnte a throng of defenseless strikers in Akron, Ohio, which is
dominated by the powerful rubber magnates; and the gassing
and beating of the American Brass strikers in Detroit at the end
of May, in which 50 pickets and sympathizers were badly injured.

More recently, similar events have taken place in widely

scattered parts of the country.

In San Antonio, Texas, the local government, acting for
the local business men, has conducted a brutal drive against the
C.LO. and any attempt on its part to organize the heavily under.
paid workers of that city. Organizers and militants have been ar-

rested, thrown into jail, and beaten by the

e,

In New Orleans, Louisiana, another bailiwick of President
Roosevelt's party, a reign of terror was launched by the police
against the striking truck and taxi drivers. At one time, some 400
strikers were under arrest. The leaders of the strike were also ar-
rested and savagely beaten in the local jail; when released on
bail, they were compelled to hide. The drayage firms and the
struck cab company did not conceal the fact that they paid out
of their pockets $12,000 to the police for doing “strike duty.”

One could not ask for a2 more impressive demonstration of the
role of the police than this public subsidy to act as strike-breakers.

In Westwood, California, vigilantes and police united to
smash the strike of the fiercely exploited lumber workers, one of
whom was shot, 30 of whom were beaten, and more than a thou-
sand of whom—incloding their families—were driven out of

town by force.

In MNorth Chicago, not far from the scene of last year's
Republic Steel massacre, police fired tear-gas bombs into the ranks
of the strikers peal:tfui[y Pldiﬁlﬂ.g the Chi::agl:: Hardware Foun-
dry, with the result that 50 of the pickets were hurt.

In MNewton, lowa, the Mational Guard has been called out
to break the strike of the Maytag Washing Machine Co. workers,
and machine guns have been mounted on all the corners of the

Labor Under Attack

THE ONLY ANSWER

demanded reinstatement of the
digcharged men.

In apite of the terrorlzation by
Bherilf Pucket and his deputies
the myen stood pot and organized
a mass pledet line. Tmmediately
the officers of the law regorted
to open vicléence, One of the dep-
uties approsched a group of men,
radaed his gas gun and stated
thalt he was golng to dake a ple-
ture. He shot tear gas Info thea
group at cloge range, nearly
bilnding one worker.

Muchine Gun Threat

A few days later Judge Guth-
rie issued an injunction against
the strikers. Sherilf Puckestt de-
clared he would carry out the In-

(Continued on page 4)

city's streets. Unionists and their

In Steubenville, Ohio, a mob of 200 thugs organized by the
Weirton Steel bosses, endangered the lives of members of the
Mational Labor Relations Board, :
middle of the night, escorted by sheriffs and state police.

In New York, the police are on hand to enforce the infamous
Cotillo anti-picketing injunction, which deprives the striking

Busch workers from exercising a
in this country for generations.

The same police of Mayor LaGuardia lock on quietly while

the tough-guys and thugs break

Workers Party and the Communist Party in Queens, which is
ruled over by Borough President Harvey, LaGuardia's candidate
in the last election and Frank Hague's closest imitatar,

If labor takes these first significant signs of the reactionary
offensive lying down—it will be in no position to fight back
when a fascist wave sweeps over its head.

The way to fight it is not by words or empty gestures, not
by relying on capitalist politicians and their police—but to smash

it in struggle,

~ Reaction is bold and aggressive only when it feels that labor
is passive and has no self-confidence,

The time to fight fascism is when it ficst raises its vicious

head.

All the events of recent months point to plain conclusions:

The capitalist politicians, the “friends of labor"—falé about
“labor’s rights,” but only a blind and duped worker will rely
upon them to fight to preserve these rights,

Smart lawyers, and appeals

the picket line of the New Orleans taxi-drivers, of the Detroit
brass workers, of the Akron rubber workers, of the Westwood
lumber workers—or of the workers in any ather locality who de-
cide to fight against the capitalist offensive.

Only the workers themselves, organized, trained and prop-
erly equipped, can effectively defend their rights, their unions,

their future.

That is why it is a primary task of the unions everywhere to
organize Labor Defense Guards, the fighting .detachment of the

wmking class,
There is no other way.

& et

leaders have been arrested,

who were forced ta flec in. the

right for which labor has fought

up the meetings of the Socialist

to Washington, will not restore

it T

chukucan border south of Viadi-
vogtolk, The Japanese press im-
mediately raised & hug and ory
wbout an invasion of Manchukua
by the Union of Socinlist Soviet
Republics, Mippon's ambassador
o the USS5R. Mameru Shige-
mitzu, at cnce protested the “in-
vaslon" to the Forelgn Office in
Morcow, Upon a reply from For-
clgn Minister Litvinoff that the
hill was Russian tercitory aceord-
ing to & tresty concluded in 1868,
Mr. Shigomitzu declared such an
answer unacceptabla to his gov-
ernment and added that if she
failed to get satiefaction, Japan
“weould hawve to reach a con-
clugion about applving foroe
The hypocritical protestatlons
of the MNipponese brigands owver-
shot their mark this time, how-
ever., For the lovaders of hun-
dreds of thoussnds of miles of
Chinese territory to shout about
the “invasion” of a little hill in
uncharted tervitory was llke a
thief shouting "Stop thlef!™ It
was too ludicrous a plece of hyp-
ocrisy for even the most reactlon-
ary press to take seriously.
Military Impartance Only
What was invobved waas the
selzure of a pleee of territory too
small to be of anything more
than astrategic military Import-
ance in & future contegt. The
title lo the territory being in
doubt, the Soviet army took ad-
vanlage of Japan's difficultics on
the Chinese batileftelds to settle
the gquestion, The incident iz of
signifleance only inacfar as it re-
flects & new atage In the Japan-
cae=20viet relation of forces,
Previoualy, Japan has been wble
to make all kinds of such snllles
imto Siberian territory unopposed,
banking on internal Soviet dif-
fieultlea. The oceupation of the
hill near Lake Khosen moerely
slgnifieg that the tablés have been
turned. Japan ean no longer
coeunt on the advantage offered by
Btalin's debilitating purge of the
FHed Army. Her own losses in
Ching have offset the damage
brought to the Sovist armed
forees by the Sialintst annihil-
ation of Ita competent fenders,
Apparently, the Toklo gowverns-
mant was reckoning with & rela-
tionship of forces that hed al-
ready beeome outlived, To test
the power of its arrogance, o
suceesaful only a little more
than & year ago In the Amur
reglon, the Japaness {ried to back
up the threats of their Moscow
ambassador h}" lnnding n force on
the Soviet island, Faingov, Two
Japanese motor bosts violated the
frontier near the settlement of
Vidnoye, on the Ussurl River
north of the Changkufeng district
where the hill had been taken, A
(Continued on page 3)
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Bearry, that the agreement aigned
by the Dollar Steamship Ling
with the Weast Coast unlons witl
ba honored by the government,
The Dollar Line recently wis
taken over by the Maritime Com-
mission, and it was planned to
ship eréwa through the flak hall,

Any such aetion on any ship
under West Coast agreement
would immediately precipltate & -
strike, for the SULF. s on recgrd -
to oppose with all their stremgth™

any attempt of the governient to

move-in on  unler-edntral o N
ing. Bhipping a crew through the
fAnk hall to & West Coast ahlp will
tie up shipping on the Paeifle
On the Esnst Coast the MM
following the llne handed down -
by the Communlst Party, has con-
glatently aidod the government in
itg attempt to thratile the marine
unions, YWhen the fAnk hall was
firat established s pleket Hne was
ploced about the hall, but within
a week the Stalinist officlals were
shouting, "Pack the fink hall” &
policy that soon became official,

Fink Hall Old Stwff

The duped seamen found them-
selves baek in the days of the old
shipping boward, compelled to ac-
cept  the fyranny of shipping .
authorities and herded around tha
commission hall ke eattle.

Well aware that the fink hall
represented & danger to all maring
unions, and faced with the pros-
pect of some of the major ship-
ping companies under Wast Coast
ngresments coming under govern-
ment control—the Dollar Line and
the Baltimore Mail—the 3.ULP.
and the Marine Firemen moved
for militant action. A delegation
from those unions approsched the
N.MA, and the A, F. of L. Sea-
men's Union and asked for a
united front against the fink hall,

Forcod by an aroused raph and
fle the MN.M.U. sent delegates to
the conference, but they econtin-
ually sang the Stalinist song,
“Y¥ou can't Aght the government.”
After stalling for several mest-
ings, Joseph Currun, representing
the N.M U, prosented a proposal-
tion of recognizing the Maritime
Commission hiring hall, and pay-
ing offieiala of the respective
unions to “ohserve’ the Ank ship-
ping,

When this open sell-oul became
known to the rank and file sen-

(Continued on page 2)

C. P. Gang Attacks
Appeal Salesmen

DETROIT, July, 25.—Soclal-
Ist Appeal distributors wers
saf upon and attacked tonlght
by a Stalinist mob In front of
the headquurters of the Sta-
linist dominatod U.AW, Loeal
157, In the course of @ free-
for-afl which ensued, Stalin-
ists threatened to smash the
caméri of a Free Press pho-
tographer. Although the Ap-
peal salesmen were  oRLRLTG-
bered by the organized hood-
lums, they stood their ground
and continued disiribution of
the paper. This Is the second
tuma sinoe the outhreak of the
U.AW. factlon Aght that Sta-
lirist “democracy™ has taken
the forma of physical viclence
agalnst members of the So-
clalist Workers Party.




