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., China War Spells

CHIANG KAI-SHEK GOV'T
WEAKENS CHINA'S FIGHT
BY SUPPRESSING MASSES

{(Continued from page 1)

capital Inovested went inte war
industries and In the frst quar-
ter this year this rose to T0 par
cent, And these Industries are @
drain, not a source of revenue,
While in the rest of the world
prices are dropplng, Japan's price
lewel was 138 higher in the firat
guearter of this vear than it was
in 1887, Exports, vital to the
malntenance of Japan's light in-
dusirial plant, have fallen off 20
pier eent wlth no prospecta of re-
covery., Ewverywhere Japan's rvi-
vals are gleefully pounclag on the
markets she had gained and
which she is now obliged to
abandon at & ropid rote. Japan's
gold ressrves and credit abroad

" have sagged to the point where

cash alone will serve, and In this
important compedity Joapan s
now serlously lacking.

Growlng Stringency

On the home front, theas dif-
ficulties hawve boon translated in-
to growing stringency, Increas-
ingly severs mensdrés of gEov-
ernmental contrel owver Industry
and trade, the depression of an
already low standard of lUving
and corresponding growth frat
of apathy and scon of oulright
hostllity on the pari of a popu-
latlon unwilling for very long to
accapt propaganda tracts in the
place of rice. Jupan has alresdy
barred the use of coilon domest-
feally and rigld control has been
established over the manufacture,
trade and use aof 17 major oconi-
modities Including copper, gaso-
lne, oils, plg lron, steel, wool fab-
rles, leather, rubber, lead, ilin,
gine, nickel and antimony.

To cope with the multiplying
difficuities, the Japanese govern-
ment la tranaforming itsell, step
by step, Into an outright military
dictatorship, Japan's principal ri-

" vals, the United States and Great

Britain, will not, certainly, come
to her ald. Her friends, Germany
and Italy, cannot do so, Unless
the internatlonal sltuation alteras
radleally In her favor, Japan s
degtined in the not too distant
future tao suffer the most pro-
found Internal econvalsions.

Tha Chiness Bourgecsls

In contiouing to offer resist-
ance to Japan, the Chinese bour-
gecisle la gambling on thls pros-
pect. From a Japan threatensd
with Internal collapss it hopes to
gecure the moat favorable pos-
aible terme. As againet this, It
counta on holding out until Brit-
igh and for Amerlcan lmperialism
in Anally compalled o intervene
and save the Chinese bourgeoisie
from” Jupan by yoking It morse
securely to chariot wheels of the
City andfor Wall Street. Which
ft s to be will be declded, in
turn, by the cutcome of the strug-
gle between Britlsh and American
imperialism for world domina-
tlon. In the meantime the Chiness
bourgeclsle will continue to ex-
ploit the Hmitleas man power ot
ita disposal—man power which
has given & glimpse In the past
vear of its capaelty for herolam
and gaoriflce—and to depend on
the magnitude of the coumtry it-
galf—to tire out the atlacker.

Throughout the Arst year of
the war, the Chinese bourgeclale
has dared only to conduct & pure-
Iy milltary-defensive struggle. It
has succeeded In making the In-
wvaslon & costly adventurs for Ja-
“pan, ag we bave seen, but it has
glao shown that such methods
cannot effectlvely withatand fthe
imperiailst attack and will not,
certalnly, serve the interests of
Chinese natlonal lberption. Bo
long ms the leadership of Ching
remaing in the haods of " the

. bourgeoisle, the outcome will be

elther a compromlse with Japan
or the subjection of China to the
United States and Great Britaln.
Nelther eventuality will freo
China. Melther will lberate the
masses who are bearing the
chief burdens of the confllet of

- which they are slso the principal

victima.

A Revolutlonary War

The war agalnst Japanese Im-
perlallem will be forced to a vie-
torious and lberating conclusion
only when it la ¢learly linlked in
the minds of the masses with
thelr own atruggle In thelr own
behalf. Only in this way will It
ba posslble to galvanize the wst
man power of the country. This
will require bold scclal measures
that will prevent the merchantis,
bankers, and landlords from con-
tinulng to lond the costa of the
war on the backs of the exploitad,
A atlll bolder revolutlonary pro-
gram, ldentlfying for the peas-
antry the alms of natlonal liber-
atlon from Imperialist aggresslon
with thelr own Nberation from
thraldom on the land, will bring

forth reserves of physical and

mora] strength against which the
Japaness Invaders Brill never be
sbla to prevall, Partlsan warfare
waged by such forces will make

China as unconguerable ns Slbe-
rian was when It was overrun by
the Ihvading armies of the Inter-
ventionlst powers 30 years ago.

But such o war cannot be
made to order, In the yvears when
it was & revolutionary peasant
force, the Chinese Fed Army was
abla to withstand the superior
forces of the Huomintang pra-
clgely bocause [t unlocked the
simple secret of succesaful par-
tisan warfere “Because the
masses are Interested only In the
practical solutlon of thelr prob-
lems of Dvallhood,” Peng Teh-
hurl, & Red leader once sald, it
ls posslble to develop partlsan
warfare only by the Immediate
sptlafnelion of thelr most wrgent
demmnds, This means that the
exploiting class must be promptly
disprmed and lmmobillzed.”

Btalinlat Capltulation

In other words, the fight could
be carrled forward agelnst Japan
by rousing ithe masses to the re-
alization, in word and In actiom,
that this Aght was Identical with

the astruggle for the land, by in-
tensifying, not by suspending the
clogs struggle, By s complete
capitulation to the Huomintang,
the Ited Army abdicated this
struggle. In return for & bloe
with the bourgeslsle—In whom
Atalin placed all his hopes for a
Chinese foil against Japan—the
Red Army surrendered Its lesd-
ership of the peasants and fore-
gwore  tHe mobillzation of the
working closs, already long alnee
abandoned by the Communlst
Party. The Eighth Rouls Army—
the former Red Army has
played & brilliant but  limited
role in the military events of the
past year. It surrendered the op-
portunity events offared to It fo
play an infinltely more heroele
role on an Incomparably higher
plame. The bourgecisle, for lis
part, was no more WHiling than
it was In the days of the frst
“pall-lmperialist united front” of
aloven years ago to abdlcates any
of s own fundamental sconomic
interests.

With the I'm:mni.ﬂnu' of the

Communist Party, it has set up |
fraudulent “People’s Councll® — |
an appointed body of doclle Huo-
minteng buresucrats and a few
futlle intellectunls plus seven
captive Communiat Parly dele-
gates—as & foretmate of the
“democracy” which it promises,
In this deception the Stalinists
have particlpated with only the
faintest whimper to the general
affect that they had hoped for a
more demoeratle body. Actually
the bourgeolsle s making just
aa certain now, s it did In lm,
to keep the workers and peasants
l-,rul-:ud to It wheel, to make them
bear the cost of the war and to
prevant them from rlsing to
atruggle In thelr own intereat.

Dionth to Strikers

The workers, who bad begun in
1535-36—a year of economic re-
covery—to reasscmble thelr scid-
tered forces and to conduet In-
creasingly bold and militant
strlkes, were thrust back by the
war, which has caused such ter-
ritie destructlon In the chief In-
dugtrin]l centers and which natu-
riclly checked the brlef sconomls
upturn, To [nsure [taelf againet
any attempt by the workera to re-
Jeet the new loads now lald upon
them, the Huemintang govern-
menl has established the death
pennlty for workers who dare to
atrike or evan agltate for a
sirike, With these pollciea In gen-
aral, the Communist Party, to
uze Wang Ming's words, has de-
clared taclf “fully satlafied.”

The further course of the war
in Chine will be determined by
many f[aclors, néear to and fé-
mote  from  present-day  battle-
fieids, but the cause of Chiness
national liberatlon will be served
in the coming perled only to the
degree that the masses coase ba-
ing ms “fully satipfed” with the
continulng doemination of the
bourgeois exploiters. This will in
turn depend upon the emergence
of a new revelutlonary party
capable of marshalling the work-
ers and pensanta In thelr own or-
goanizallons and of embarking
with them on the path of revo-
lutionary struggle. Such a party
will have to know how to join in
the present battlées slde by slde
with Chlang Hal-shek or "the
devil - himeelf,” but it will also
have to be ready to contlnue the
fight when the Chlang Kal-sheks
abandon lt—as they did a decnde
ago—and Lo carry on the struggle
againat all who would seek to
bar the way to the vietory of the
workers and peasants In the Chi-
nege révolution af tomorrow,

ASK FOR THE APPEAL

AT YOUR NEWSSTAND

oom For Japanese Imperialism

How Stalin Gov't
Aids China War

Wrlllng to a friend In tha
Unlted States, Madaowe Chinng
Kal-shelk, wife of the Chiness
dictator, describes the asslst-
ance which s belng given to
China's Hght agalnst Japanese
Imperiallsm by the Stlln re-
glmae In ths Sowviet Unlon,

Bays Madame Chiang: “In-
deed, the Russlan attlitude to-
ward China Iz exaotly similar
to that of the so-called Impe-
rlalists, Ruossls wants no mors
to make an ouwtward show of
helping China than does Amer-
lca, Both seam to be anlmated
by the one Idea, to sell sguip-
ment for cash—and be sure of
gotting the cash frst. We have
to pay for Russian planes as
wi have to pay for Amarlean
planes. We have to pay for
Russlan volunteers to fly them
as wa have to pay for Amaerl-
cans,” [“New York Tines,"”
July 10, 1938.)

In ita China pollcy, as In lts
internntional polley gencrally,
the counter-revelutionary Sta-
linist buresuvcracy conslstently
deatroys the reputation of the
first wolkers' state as the truse
and dislnterested champlon of
the mnatlons and peoplea op-
presssd by Imperlallsm—a rep-
utation bullt up, not under the
the rogime of Sfalin, buti under
the regime of Lenin and
Trotaky.

RADIO IS USED
T0 GENERATE
WAR HYSTERIA

The conselous campalgn of
Amerlean imperlalism to whip ap
the lagglag patrlotiem of the
Amerlenn masses, & campalgn
initiated at the secret conference
betwesn Rooasvelt, army and na-
vy heads and representatives of
the kings of Unlted Statea A-
nance capital, proceeds at an
ever-growing pace,

A remarkable brazen plece of
incitement—brazen, at least, at
this atage of the pame—was to be
heard on the radio the evening
of July T, on & program Spon-
gored by the company selling
*Tenderleaf Tea” Here an open
appeal was made to encourage
avery patrlot snooper and busy-
body to ecopérafs with the Fed-]
eral Bureau of Investigatlon in
gathering the names of “trouble-
malkers.”

The program 8 one of those
everlasting serial plays, known
asg “One Man's Famlily," and
deals with the experlences of tha
famlily of Henry oDarbour, & San
Franclsco stock-broker. Paul, eld-
eat of the Earbour children, at
the program's inception poma
years ago, was a representative
af the “loat peneration” a philo-
sophlcal pacliist war veteran who
nursed his wounds carefully and
wrote books,

With the growth of the pro-
gram's popularlty and ashisve-
mont of a nation-wide hook-up,
Paul has progressed to some sort

of & volunteer G-man, and 18 fre- |+

quently absent from the family
fireside on mysterlous Journeys.
It was the family discussion of
gne trip that set the stage for
last weak's bit of propagands.
To Proteot “Democracy™
After praleing collectwe sscur-
ity aa the solutlon of the world's
s, snd neatly poking holes in
the fallaclous theory of “isola-

tion,” Paul let it be known lhlti
his mysterlous expeditlons were:
for the purpose of protecting
“democracy” on the home front

We on the West Coast,” sald
Paul, “mré capeécially In denger
from advocates of allen ldoas
and trouble-mmakKers of all sorts)
And, In reply to & questlon from
his younger brother, Paul told
hie family--and several milllons
of saveadroppera—to gather the
names and aAddresses of these
trouble-makers.

“Dio you mean that thd Federal
Bureau of Investigation would
llke the names of trouble-roak-
ers?" another member of the fa-
milly aslked.

“Yesa, and all potential trouble-
makers,” the amateur G-man re-
plied.

It la Interssting to note that
the Waat Conat, where one of the
mest militant and least patrictlc
labkor movements In the United
States exista, is slngled out for
this attach. '

The Intended Vietlms

Just who mre these “trouble-
makers” that the Federal agenta
are Interested In emough to seek
Information from the wvast radio
audlence of Amerlea? Japaness
aples? Members of the Nazl
Bund ?

Mot at all, we think. Soon
enocudgh will revolutlonlsis ba
called "Japanese sples™ and
“agents of Hitlor.," The Btalinlsta
have already let out that ery.

We have only to look back to
the daye of the last war to see
who recelves the brunt of the at-
tack of the “patricta”: the dis-
contented workers, the rebelllous
strikera, the forthright revolu-

tlonlsta,

Divide and Rule Policy
Explains Palestine Riots

Thi:
nisms

long-amoldering antago-
In Palestine have again
Bared Into armed fighting be-
tween Arab and Jewlsh groups
and beotween Arab nabtlonalists
and Eritish troops, Great Britain
has rushed iwo additional eruls-
ers, cloge to 2,000 marines, and
two battalions of coloninl tfroops
from Epypt to assist the 5500
soldlers already stationed in the
mandated territory te guell the
Arab general strike and uprising.

Maore than 100 Jewa and Arahs
have been slaln and owver 300
wounded In the Aghilng that has
been raging mince July 7. The
apark which Ignited the present
conflogration was the hanging of
Ben Yosef, reactionary Revislon-
lat Zionist, by the Britlah au-
thoritics, He had been convieted
of terrorist aclivity against the
Arabs and his executlon Imme-
diately set off wvilolent Jewlsh-
Arab batilea.

" The Issues Stated

The Arab movement, ke
movamants for colonial leeration
everywhere, endangers Imperials
lam and mative landlordism, For
thiz reassn, Great Brltaln and
the Arab Effondls (landlords)
have for years deaperataly scught
to divert thile movement Into
channels harmless to themaelves.
The main alm of Great Brliain,
glnoe it recelved the Mandate,
bos been io rule Palestine by fo-
monting stelfe betwesn the Arab
and Jewish people,

The crassest proposal vet made
by Greal Britaln ia the “Partition
Plan." England alms fo divide
Palestine Into thrées parts — an
Arab state, a tiny Jewlsh Stats
with an Arab minoclty of some
S00,000 population, and a Britlsh
military zone, This policy is de-
slgned to inteénsify =till further
the frictlon between Arab and
Jew and would allow Britaln a
free hand over the entire aren by
unlimited control over the mil-
tary area, The attempt to put
over this plen s at the root of
the present confiet, The Arah
masses seek to provent the divi-
gion of thelr lnnd by thelr own
armed intervention,

Britain Is Responsible

In apite of all London's pro-
testatlone about the need for
Eritish troopa to maintaln ordaer,
in Palestine, Imperiallat Britain]

#lbility for the sangulnary fight-
ing between Arab and Jew, Pa-
lestine 18 for Britaln o center of
the greateast strategical Impor-
tance, protecting ths route to In-
dia, defending the Suez Canal,
intersecting Important rallway
lines, and serving na the termi-
nus for oll pipe-linss from Irag,
which provide Eritaln with a
necessary refusling basae.

To maintain her hold over

thia Eastern OGlbraltar, Mother
England sesks to divide tha Arab
and Jewlsh masses by stirring up
rauce rlots, The explanation for
the Jewish-Arab conflict s to be

Knifes Workers

found in this fact. Britaln, aided
by the Arab landlords, who fear |
the natlonalist movement for|
their own reasons, has suceead-
¢d in Imparting toe the Arab|
movement a pogromilst character,
thus leading it away from Its leg-
itimate objective of colonial llber-
atlon and threatening It with
geif-deatruction,

The Zionlet movement s care-
fully utllized by Great Britain,
This s especlally true of its
most  reactionary sectlon, I.'lu;
Revisionlsts, who seek to organ-
1z terror bands agalinst the
Arabe and offer themaslves as
tools of Britlsh imperianlism
agalnst Arab nationallsm. Eng-
land has hypocritically promised
to make Palestine a homeland for
the Jews, Bul this la shecr dupli-

elty. No sympathy for the vietims
of Antl-semitle persecution atirs |
in Britain's breast. |

Emplre Doors (losed [

As p matter of fact, the ﬂﬂ-l:li'-hi
of the Britlsh Emplre are ¢losed
io the Jews, Even the numbar nd-
mitted to Palesting ls & miserable
handful. Actunlly, Britaln forbids
the Jewish masses to arm them-
salves, cuta down Immigration
quotas to the bone, and prevents
the bullding of Jewlsh induatry
for fear of the development of
an industrial proletarlat. Britaln
Iz motivated by only one deslre In
her toleratlon of Plonlam,

Sha secks to use the Jews as a
buffer against the Arab move-
ment, to lead the Arab natlonal-
ists Into the false bellef that the
independence of thelr land la
threatened, not by Britlah Impe-
riallsm, bul by the Jews, Zlonlam
1 permitted so that, Hitler fash-
ion, Britaln can utilize the Jowlsh
prople e & ascapegoat for the
Arnb masses. At the same time
Britaln encourages Arab agita-
tlon mgalpst the Jews with the
aim of instilling & deep hatred
for the Arab people among the
Jewish masses.

And for this, the Zlonist move-
ment I8 willing to support and
defand Erltlsh domination of Pa-
lestine and to Aght against Arab
Indepondence! .

Fts Dmper-of WMEnRlEy -
The greatest danger facing the
Peleatine people, both Arabas and
Jews, Is disunity, The struggle
betwoon Arab pnd Jew benefits
only Great Eritaln and the Impe-
rialist system, The burning need
of the moment s o unified move-
ment based on & struggle to over-
throw the doeminance of British
imperlallam and for the Inde-
pendence of Paleatine. This ia no
Utoplan goal.

Some More Questions

ment by you.

We asked last week: “What assurance have you that to-
moreow or the next day, you will not face—not the firing squad
in a G.PU. cellar, but the murderows slander campaign against

the expelled scapegoat?”

We came a little closer to
thought.

For is it not true that you,
most every year for a visit, were

thorities when youw tried to arrange for your periodic visit a few

months ago?

Is it not true that the refusal was based upon the fact that,

servile to the Stalinist machine
always are to apologize for its
wWas a

women who fnally went over

recently been shot or imprisoned? That virtually every one of

your old intimates of the Jewish

nist Party has met the same fate? '

And is it not true that, in
which were so badly hurt at the

claim as your fatherland, the party here organized a series of
“birthday banquets” and celebrations in the main cities, and

finally sent you on a junket to

not established “complete socialism,” at least has a safer climate

—if you know what we mean?

And is it not true that your good friend A. A. Heller, th;gll
angel of the International Publishers, staunch Stalinist like your-

self, was also refused a Soviet
becanse the G.P.U. remembered

abuses made by Mrs. Heller the last time the couple lived in

Moscow ?

_ Don’t you think that your "public,” whose flattering applause
has always been such intoxicating music to your ears, is entitled
to a plain-spoken statement from you regarding the matters
touched bn here? Don't you think, finally, that it might be well,
in the same statement, to say a few words about the mysterious

sappearance — not s0 mysterious, perhaps! — of your good
friends of yesterday, Juliet Poyntz and Noah London?

di

TO MOISSAYE OLGIN

By MAX SHACHTMAN
Since our Open Letter to you concerning the fate of your
two old friends, Juliet Stuart Poyntz and MNoah London, further,
information has come to our attention which warrants some com-

prehensive about your possible reaction to the “absence”
of all your old friends that you would note as soon as you ar-
rived in Moscow? That virtually every single one of your old
acquaintances and associates in the old days of the Polish Bund,
the socialist movement in which you were raised, the men and

the mark, it appears, than we

who go to the Soviet Union al-
reéfwied a visa by the Soviet an-

though you are, ready as you
hideous crimes, it nevertheless

to the Third International, has
Section of the Russian Commu-

order to assuage your feelings,
refusal of a visa to the land you

California, which, while it has

visa at the same time, perhaps
the vigorous protest against its

INDALECIO PRIETO

PRIETO LETTER REVEALS

HOW REVOLUTIONISTS IN
SPAIN WERE WIPED OUT

How the Prieto-Stalinist government of Loyalist Spain “'cleaned

up” the revolutionists by sending

them to the most dangerous sec-

tors of the front to be fnished off by Franco is revealed by Prieto
himself in a cynically frank letter alleged to have been sent by him
to Fernando de los Rios, Ambassador to the United States, shortly
after the Barcelona May Days of 1937,

This letter, and the accompanying article, appeared in Independ-
ent News, Paris, for June 26, 1938, where it was stated that the

letter was reprinted from Espagne

Nowvelle, Mo, 50-51, and that it

had previously been published in underground Spanish papers.

“At last the moat
part of the clean-up behind the
lines has been accomplished, In
Barcelona, as throughout the
province, the machinery of the
FAl and CHNT. has now boen
broken up; their most dangerouws
glements are dewd or in prison;
what s still more important s
that those who have returned o
resaon are today convineed, or at
least tamed.

Baw Ensy Task

"But the sirongest resistones
having been broken, It will ba
very easy for us fo carry on &

Stalin Murders Foreign

Communists

In U.S.S.R.

{Continuad from page 1)

the Pollsh . P. supported Pil-
gudakl's wprlslng in 1038, (It ia
not amiss to point out that com-
rade Trotsky was an unRcompro-
mising opponent of this tactic.)

Bhot for “Esplonage”

Bimultaneously with the arrest
of Bokhatshy and Voyevudsky
carme the arrest of the following
membors of the Cemtral Comnli-
teg: Hlonovich, Khrostel, Yulskl-
Bukshorn, They were all shot in
1634,

In the same year they shol
Vandursky — poet, proponent of
profletarian art in Poland, and
former hoad of the Polish tha-
sire In Kigv—and Teshner (An-
ton Werner), member of the OO0,
of the Pollah ¥.C.L.. Eoth of them
were shot In connection wlth the
Sokhataky cese—for esplonage.

They were nll “exposed’ by
Lansky and his group, After thelr

’Tlmuﬂﬂﬂ'--’ﬂll ~Foliah . parly - preas

wia fllled with articles nhout the
"grposcd provocateurs” and
about the radiant plans for the
future now that the “"stmosphere
haa becn purifled.” Stalln, how-
ever, dld not rest content with
these victims. Additional onea be-
came necossary—and 1t was now
the turn of Lensky and hls group.

Lensky Group Purged

It began with the arrest (and
oxecution?) of the wall-known
writer Brune Jascensky, author
of the nowvels "I Bet Fire to Parls"
and “The Man Whe Changed His
Ekin," which ereated a sonsation,
He was accused of tles with Y-
goda’s tool, Auverbach, and the
“Pollsh apy” Domsky, former
member of the C, C. of the Po-
lish 2. P. who was already in
exila for many years. Later, the
followlng wers arrested {(and
shot?): Lensky (“the Polish' Sta-
lin"), general segretary of the
Polish C. C., Albert Henrlkowsky,
a well-known member of the Pro-
fintern, and Bronkowsky,

0 the former collaborators of
Varaky and Hostrzeva, the fol-
lowing were arrested during the
recent purges;: Valetsky (Horo-
wits), Laplnsky, a prominent
member of the Berlin embasasy,
leter the head of the forelgn de-
partment " of lIzvestla, and Un-
schilcht.

[[—Germany

Adter the selzure of power by
the Mazls, many prominent Ger-
man Communlsts fed to the 1.5,
AR, where a worse fnte awaited
them than in Hitler's Gecfinny.
In 1934 began nrrests and axecu-
tlone among the German emi-
gres in the USS8R. We give a
list, far from complete, of the
victims of Bialinist terror

German Emilgres Shot

Herman Hupfersteln and his
wife departed from Paris for
Moscow in 1935, He was a promi-
nent member of the League of
Red Front Fighters (R.F.E.). In
1632, he had shot two officers on
Buelowplatz in Barlin, In Parls
he was one of the leaders of the
German communist emigres. He
was abot In Moscow as an agent
of the Gestapo. After his death, |
the GP.U, spréend rumors to the
effect that 2,000 Engilsh Pounds
had been found In his possession
during the raid,

Ernst Odtwald—In 1827 he left
the ranks of the MNazis o join the
CP.G. He played & prominent
role In the League of Revolution-
ary Proletarlan Writers, Author
of & serles of novels exposing na-
tlonal sooiallam (Nozism), After
Hitler's assumption of power, he
NUwed In Prague, In 1088, he laft
for the TS8R, together with his
wife, and there they both wvers
arreated ne agenta of the Geatapo,

member of the Leagué of Revo-
lutionary  Proletarion  Writers.
Arrested In Moscow on the
charge of eaplonage.

Executed as Sples

The following former membera
of the Central Committes of the
German Communlst Party have
been arreated and shot ns aples:
Healnz. Neumann, Hermann Heom-
mels, and Schubert, n deputy in
the Landing.

Werner Hirsch — a bourgeols
journnlist, jeined the CP.G In
1924 and from that time has been
the closést henchman of Thael-
mann, Afier Hitler's assumption
of power, Hirsch was arresied
but shortly set free. During one
af hils conspiratorial meetinga
with Thaslmann, they were both
arrasted, Hirsch waes sent to &
concentration eamp. Owing do
hiz mother's Influential connee-
ilonie; b wwne - get-=lvea- dn. 1535,
and fled o the UEAR. where he
wis arresled as an agent of the
Gestapo and the organizer of
Thaelmann's arrest. In 1837 he
wis shot. His wife was in the
employ of the Parls offlce of the
T.A8.8. In 1836 she was ﬂ;:ﬂ. At
present she ls lving  together
with her child In great want in
southern France,

In 1837, the following were
ahot: Elakind, former editor of
the Rote Fahne ln Berling Niko-
laus Birkenhawer, former editor
of the Huhr Echo, In 1023-1034
gecretary of the Politieal Bureau
of the CP.G. In Paris, and later,
after the Ssventh World Con-
gress of the Comintern, head of
the Parls Commities for the de-
fensa of Thaslmann,

Victims Plle Up

In the summer of 1037 Kurt
Spuerland, the® former editer of
Roter Aufbau in Berlin, was ar-
rasted in Moscow.

Binee 1936 the following have
been incarcerated: the Austrian
physiclan Gerber, former collabo-
rotor in the ecentral theoretical
organ of the C.IP.G, DMe Interna-
tonale; Boross, the former edf-
tor of the Internationale Presse
Korreapondens, and later editor
af the Rondechau, who was fa-
mous for his dispatches coneern-
ing the UBSH. and his pasans
of pralse to Stalin; and Profes-
sor Halle, s prominent momber
of the CPUG.

At the end of May 1937 they
ahol In Moscow Hudolf Maus
(Hausschild), a apecialist in mdll-
tary questions In  the CPUG
whoas articles appesred In FPrav-
da nnd Fevestln. He “confesaed™
to esplonages for the Relchwehr,
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repression without viclence and
without effort, but so efflcaciously
that the work will be completed
shortly,

"Wea stlll fear, however, that the
brigades of these elements re-
maining at pregent al the front
might leave to come to the aid of
thelr organizations. But I beliewve
they will not darve do so. Tt would
bet wery difficult, moereover, for

ment. Furthermore, we have de-
cided to procesd on the varlous
fronts with a serios of offensives
for which we shall use the F.AL
and C.N.T. elements firat as shook
troopa, We huve also decided to
transfer these olementa to the
moat dangerous sectors. Thus the
Rebels themgelves will help us to
complete the clean-up, for which
wi¢ should be grateful to them,
Pleaslng Thelr “Friands™
By following this polley, we
shall please, as you know, the
three countries that have given
us the most assistance and that
have lately demanded such =
policy from us." (Excerpt from a
letter from Indaleclo Prieto, dated
May M, 1837, at Valencls, and ad-
dressed to don Fernando de los
Rlos, Spanish Ambassador In
Washington.)

The contents of Prieto's letter
wre of capital importance. They
demonsirate irrefutably the theo-
ry we have many times set forth
in this publication, that the May
days were carofully prepared by
the Btalinlsts and reformists with
the complicity, as this letter in-

dicates, of the minlster of na-
tlonal defense,

Prieto also confirms in  very
clear fashion the way in which
the government itself procesded
to discrganize’the Aragon frontes
first destroying the revolutlonary

them fo the enemy's fire (it was
thus that the Mth-Lenin-P.0,15AL
Erigade wus dissolved and Iater
te & lesser extent, those of tha

ing thousands of men from the
fromt to augment 4he forces
againat the proletariat in the
FBAT,

Planned Mass Murder

Prieto knew, too, that the revo-
lutlonary organizations would not
recall their forces from the front
because they were too consclous
of the stakes in the elvil war;
that was why the government did
not heaitute to send revolutionary
volunteers to fAght, without artil-
lery or aviation, an enemy ten
times superior in equipment, head-
lese of whether that inferiority
might lénd to the demoralization
of the war fronts, such as un-
fortunately occured on the Aragon
front when the fagelsts launched
thelr drive.

That Is why the new military
brigadea, formed from elements

Stalinlats and reformists, as for
Ingtance the 4lst Brigade, demor-
alized and without revolutionary
apirit, ranks as well as lenders,

out offering resistance or glving
battle to the faselsts, who were
caslly able to reach Lerlda.

Disastrous Polley

Prieto's policy, which he him-
gelf reveéals in this letter, led to
all these disasters. Now thet he
has fallen into disgrace, he has
plenty of time to meditate on the
consequences of his betrayal of
thie Spanish proletarinn revolution
which he helped to destroy, he
and the Stalinists, under the
pressure of the “three countries
that have glven Spaln the most

nsgistancs.”

Gunther — another well-known
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them to organize such o move- .

military brigades by exposing.

C.M.T-F.A.L) and then withdraw-

politically supported by the *

crosgaed the French frontier with- =




