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~ Expropriate The Railroads! %}
f'{#: The railroad workers, one of the
. ldrgest single sections of the American
--};a working class, are facing a new 15 per
B cent wage-cut.
_  When the railvoads first announced
their proposzal for a cut, the Railroad
- Labor Executives Association, compozed
"'.t, of the union officials, replied with a
. threat to fake “national strike action if
e *‘ the matter is pressed.”

e " They declared further that they would
' demand of Congress that it empower
=% Roosevelt to take over and operate the
railroads in case of a serious strike.
g« The ideas expressed by the labor of-
i o ficials, even if not properly and fully
@ = developed, were correct.

g, - Three days after their statement,
% - however, they announced that they had
_:';!," abandoned their demands on Congress.
s There is absolutely no reason in the

o world for such a retreat.

£ The railroad industry is bankrupt. Its
8. ' bankruptcy is part of the general decay
of American capitalism. It is a living
¢ illustration of the inability of the Ame-
28 rican ruling class, the bankers and ca-
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.~ pitaligts, to provide the workers with
*~ ° jobs, or to provide the employed with
2 & living wage.

~ . For the railroad workers to take the
“ . wage-cut lying down, would not only be

" a blow at themselves, but a blow at the
s entire American working class, The rail-
£ road workers have a golden opportunity
& now to show the workers of all indus-
' tries the road to take—if they themsel-
5 ves will only take militant action. For
*,, a railroad wage-cut would only be the
_'*J,' signal for cutting wages of the already
¢°  badly-paid workers in all industries.
% The most concentrated preparations
3 must be made immediately to resist the
g insolent offensive of the railroad corpo-
L rations and their banker-lords. But the
§ . railroaders must not limit themselves to
& . strike preparations against the wage-cut.
; "‘ They can and should go further,
.,&; The railvoad companies admit their
B 7, bankruptey, their inability to run the
@i roads on the present basis. They have
. admitted it in another way in the past,
S by throwing hyndreds of thmlsa.nds of
employees on the scrap-heap.

If they cannot run them, let the work-

ers run them! The employvers have made

. countless millions of profit on watered
stock, on over-capitalization, on phoney
- bonds, Demand their expropriation! Let
# the government take over the railroads,
¢ but under the management of the rail-
- road workers! The workers ean run
s, . them, even more efficiently, without the

~,ﬂ' payment of profit or inferest, and with
= such a reduction in hours as will make
it possible to re-employ the dismissed
Tailroad workers at trade-union wages!
-+ This would be a serious step towards
- counteracting the attempts of Wall
. Street to unload the burden of the crisis
on the shoulders of the workers. It is
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a step that every railroader, employed

and
fight for.

unempleyed, would support and

We Are Not Excited

The Grand Jury has indicted a whole
slew of men and women as Nazi spies

and espionage agents,

and the entire

capitalist press, with the Daily Worker
naturally in the lead, is having a Roman
holiday with. the big apy scare. It ap-

pears that

“our government” is in

danger, “our institutions” are imperilled,

“our territory” is menaced,

“our lives”

are threatened, and thEre is a bomb
under every subway seat.

We refuse to get excited. Our “demo-
crats” are not concerned with fighting
fascism, otherwise, for example, Roose-
velt would never have had Frank Hague
as national vice-chairman of his party,
and LaGuardia would never have run on
the same ticket with George U. Harvey.
They are interested, above all, in pre-
paring the war-hysteria atmosphere, in
which a few spy raids always play an
impressive part f-:rr; the ignorant and

rullible,

Fvery important country—we repeat,
every single one, not even with the ex-
ception of the United States or the Soviet
Union—has its secret agents trying to
spy out the economic and military plans
of every other country. Where its own
spies are not enough, it uses free-lance
agents. And the spies, like the govern-
ments they work for, know neither limits
nor scruples, In war-time, spies become
“heroes,” and when was iz over they
sometimes have statues erected to.com-
memorate their services. _

So the latest spy scare is another piece
of hypocrisy—one of those tricks govern-
ments use to work the people up to a fine
frenzy of war-chauvinism.

And let us not forget that a spy secare
is an excellent device for diverting the
attention of the workers from their
growingly serious plight under the sys-
tem of rotting capitalism.

Where Anything Goes

According to its official resolutions,
the Socialist Party is on record in sup-
port of the Loyalists in the Spanish -:ml

War.

According to the same resolutions,
the Thomas organization considers wars
an inevitable product of capitalism,
which can be eliminated only with the
elimination of the present social order.
Hence, the need of a militant struggle
against imperialist war and ecapitalism.

In words, we see, not so bad. But if
you imagine that the 8. P. obliges its
members to present the party’s view in
public activity—especialty if the wiew
is tinged in the least degree with radical-
ism—you show a deplorable ignorance
of the Thomas party. Take.the latest

example:

The Peace House, a pacifist group,
has just issued a leaflet, with an enroll-
ment blank in which the signer is to

pledge himself thus:

*“I therefore am

determined not te support any kind of
war, international or civil, and to strive
for the removal of all the causes of war.”

Among the signers already listed we
find Harry W. Laidler, chairman of the

New

York 8. P,

and Devere Allen.

Allen, by the way, is the man usually
chosen to report on the anti-war resolu-
tion at party conventions!

The 8. P. is a party where anything

FOBS,

Or more exactly, anything but a
revolutionary,

socialist policy. Those

who advocate such a policy are bureau-
cratically expelled by the hundreds, so
that the party leaders may do just as
they jolly well please. Witness the
Thomas junket with Herbert Hoover
and Owen D. Young!
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REVOLUTION

CDUNTER-REVGLUTI{]N IN SPAIN

A thoroughly documented history of the civil war
in Spain from July, 1936, to the present day, with
particular emphasis on the mle uf political parties,
he only susloined

Paper 50 cents

| What Is Socialism?

A popoular 48-page presantatinn of the essence of
socialist philosophy in terms of the workers own
A pamphlet you have long wanted for
distribution among your shopmates and friends.

SPAIN FEATURED
IN N. I. FOR JULY

Among the many features of
the July issue of the New Intee-
national, which is now on the
pres2 and will be ready for szale
shortly, is a sensational article on
the “Betrayal in Spain,” written
by a syndicalist militant who was
both participant and eye-witness
in the civil war in Spain.

With indisputable facts and
detail, the author shows how the
rulers of Loyalist Spain—the
Popular  Frontists—have been
steering the struggle to defeat in
the interests of the financial and
political overlords of British im-
perialism.

The revelations, dramatically
written, are certain  to create
comment everywhere, Branches
are urged to make all the neces-
sary arrangements for the widest
distribution of the July issue, All
orders should be forwarded to

the business manager at 116
rl.;ni;:erslty Place, New York,

Leon Trﬂtsky_

The international campaign
which imperialist circles are
waging over the expropriation of
Mexican il enterprizes by the
Mexican govermment Thas been
distinguished by all the features
of imperialism’s propagandistic
Bacchanalins — combing  impud-
ence, deceitfulness, speculation in
ignorance with cock-surenezs In
ite own impunity,

The signal for this campaign
was given by the British povern-
ment when it declared a boyeott
upon Mexiean ofl, Boyeott, az s
known, always involves sgelf-
boycott, and is therefore accom-
panied by great sacrifices on the
part of the bowyeotter. Great
Britain was until recently the
largest consumer of Mexican oil;
naturally not out of sympathy
for the Mexican people, but out
of considevation for her own ad-
viantage. .

Britain and Cedillo

Heaviest consumer of oil in
Great Britain i=el? iz the state
with itz gigantic fleet and rapid-
Iy-growing air force, A boyeott
of Mexican oil by the British
government zignifies, therefore,
a simultanecsus boyeott not only
of British industry but alse of
national defense. My, Chamber-
lain's government has shown with
unusual frankness that the pro-
fits of Britain’s capitalist robbers
loom abowve state interestzs them-
selves, Oppressed classes and op-
pressed peoplez must thoroughly
learn this fundamental conclu-
slan,

Both chronologically and logic-
ally the uprising of General Ce-
dilla grew out of Chamberlain®s
policy. The Monroe Doctrine
prevents thd British *admiraMy
from applying a military-naval
blockade of the Mexican coasi
They must act through intérnal
agents, who, it i= troe, do not
openly fly the British flag, yet
gerve the same interestz as
Chamberlain—the interestz of a
clique of oil magnates, In the
White Book issued by Brilish
diplomacy just a few days ago We
may be sure that the negotia-
tions of itz agents with general
Cedille are not included. Tmperial-
ist diplomaey carriez on its major
business under cover of secrecy.

Ignorance and Deceit

prnpunt‘mn in I_]w evez of bour-
peois public opinion, l.he:.- rEpres
sent it as a “ecommunist” measure.
Historical fgnorance eombines
here with conscions deceit. Semi-
eolenial Mexieo is fighting for
her national independence, poli-
tical and economic. This 12 the
bazic meaning of the Mexican
revolution at this stage. The oil
magnates are not rank-sznd-file
capitalists, not ordinary bourge-
pigic. Having seized the richest
natural Tesources of & foreigm
country, standing on their billions
and supported by the military-
diplomatic forces of their metro-
polis, they strive to estabilish in
the subjugated country a rogime
of imperialistic feudalizm, =ub-
wrdinating fo themselves legis-
lation, jurisprodence, and admi-
nistration, Under these conditions
expropriation is the only effect-
ive means of safeguarding na-
tional independence and the ele-
mentary eonditions of democracy.

What direction the further
ecronomic development of Mexico
may take depends decizively

upon factors of an international
character. But thig iz a question
of the fubtwre. The Mexican re-
volution i3 now carrying out the

In order-to compromise tho.ex|.

Mexico and British Imperialism

same work as, for instance, the
United States of America  fac-
comphshed in three guarters of
& century, beginning with the
Hevolotionmry War for independ-
ence and finishing with the Civil
War for the abolition of slavery
and for mational unifieation. The
British government not only did

everything  at the end of the
eighteenth  century to retain
the United Statez under the

status of a colony, but later, in
the years of the Civil War, sup-
ported the slaweholders of the
South against the abolitionists of
the Novth, striving for the sake of
jts imperialist interests to thrust
the young vepublic into a state
of economic backwardness and
national disunity,

Britain and Slavery

To the Chamberlaing of that
time, too, the expropriation of
the slaveholders seemed a dia-
holical “Belshevik” measare. In
reality the historic task of the
Mortherners econsisted in clearing
the arepa  for the independent
democeratic development of boue-
gpeois zocicty, Precizely this task
iz being solved at this stage by
the povernment of Mexico. Gen-
oral Cardenuz stands in the series
af those statesmen of his counlry
who have heen . fulfilling work
comparable to that of Washing-
ton, Jefferson, Abraham Lincoln
and Gepeval Grant, And, of
course, it is not aceidental that
the British government in this
case, too, finds itself on the other
side of the historie Lrench,

The world press, in partieular
the French, preposterous as it
may seam, continues to drag my
name into the guestion of the ox-
propriation of the oil industry.
If 1 have once alrepdy refuted
this nomsense, it i not at all
becavse T fear “responsibility ™ as
was insinuated by one talkative
agent of the G.P.U. On the
contrary, 1 wounld consider it an
honor to carry even a part of the
responmbility for thiz couvagesus
and progressive measure of the
Mexican gpovernment. But [ do
not have the leasi basis for it
T first learned of the decree of
exproprigtion  from  the news-
papers. But, naturally, this iz not
the guestion, ;

Two Aims Porsued

Two pims are pursued in in-
terjecting my name — first, the
organizers of the campaign wish
to impart to the expropriation a
+ Bolshevik" coloration; secondly,
hey are attempting to sirike a

lowe at the national self-respect
of Mexico, The imperialists are
endeavoring to represent the af-
fair as if Mexico's stateamen
were incapable of determining
their own road. A wretched and
ignobile hereditary slaveholders'
payeology!  Precisely  because
Mexico today still belongs to those
backward nations which are only
now impelled to fight Tor their
independence, greater audacity of
thought is engendered among her
statesmen than iz granted to the
congervative dreps of a great
past. We hawve witnessed similar
phenomena in history more than
ongp)

The French weekly, “"Marian-
ne,” p notorious organ of the
French People's Front, even as-
serts that om the oil question
the gpovernment of Geneval Car-
denas acted not only as one with
Trotsky but alsp.... in the in-
tereztz of Hitler, Tt iz a question,
you see, of depriving the great-
hearted “democracies™ of oil in

case of war and, cohtrariwise,

of supplying Germany and other
fascist mations. Thizs iz not one
whit more clever thanm the Mos-
cow trials. Humanity learns, not
without amazement, that Great
Britain is being  deprived of
Mexican oil because of the ill-
will of General Cardenas and not
because of Chamberlain's self-
boyeott. But then the “demo-
cracies” posses a simple way of
paralyzing thiz “fascist” plot:
let them buy Mexican oil, onee
more  Mexiean oil, and again
Mexican oil! To every honest and
senaible person it iz now beyond
all doubt that 4f Mexico should
find herself forced to sell her
liquid pold to fascist countries
the responsibility for this act
would fall fully and completely
upon the governments of the im-
perialist “democracies.”

Prompling from Moscow

Behind the back of “Marianne”
and her itk stand the Moscow
prompterz. At first glance this
geeme  proposterous, sinee other
prompiers of the same school use
diametrically oppesed lbrettos,
But the whole secret consists in
the fact that the friends of the
G.P.U. adapt their views to
geopraphic gradations of latitude
and longitede, If some of them
promise  support  to  Mexico,
others picture General Cardenas
as an ally of Hitler. From the
latter point of view, Cedillo’s oil
rebellion  should be wviewed, it
would sesws, az & struggle in the
interests of world democrasy.

Let uz, howewver, leave the
elowns and intriguers to their own
fate. We do not have them in
mind, but the eclass-conscious
workers of the entire world.
Without succumbing to illusions
and without fear of slander, the
advanced workers will completely
support the Mewican people in
their struggie against the im-
pevialists. The expropriation of
oil is neither socialism nor com-
munism. But it is a highly pro-
grezsive measure of national zelf-
defense, Marx did not, of course,
consider Abraham Lincoln a
communist;  this did not, how-
ever, prevent Marx Trom enter-
taining the deepest sympathy for
the struggle which Lincoln head-
ed, The First International sent
the Civil War president a mes-
sage of greeting, and Lincoln in
hiz answer  highly appreciated
this moral support.

Workers, Support Mexico

The MNew York Times iz the
most powerful, authoratitive and
puthentic organ of American
finance capital. It is not given to
momentary hysteria, Ttz policies
are weighed coldly and delibe-
rately, from a point of view
which has little in common with
the rantings of cheap and yellow
Journalism.

The pozition of the Times iz
acknowledged by a dozen govern-
ments, including the government
of the United States. In decisive
matters, the Administration often
speaks first to the public through
eolumme  written by  Arthor
Krock, head of the Times staff
in Washington, Because of its
traditional adherence to Anglo-
Ameriean  collaboration, British
imperialism alse, az iz well
known, frequently uses the Times
as ils American mouthpiece.

- Yoice of Authority

The Times utilizes its editorial
colomns sparingly. Most often
they are filled with dull or trivial
pieces of no great significance
to anyone. ODnly cccasionally, on
a subject of genuine and decizsive
importance, doez the Times
square off and make known its
point of view in two or three
firm and weighty columns, com-
pared to which the editorinls of
maost  other papers sound like
gsmall boys quarreling. On a
proesidential election (it will be
remembered that almest alone
among the big bourgeciz papers,
the Times declared for HRoose-
velt); labor acts o recrgRnizi-
tion bills; sit-down strikes; anbove
all, on foreign policy, this news-
paper speaks with the voice of
authority.

In the light of theze conside-
rationz, it is impossible to ex-
agrerate the importance of the
leading editorial which appeared
in the Times of June 15. Coin=
ciding with and complementing
perfectly the recent addresses of
Secretary of State Hull and his
assistants, the Times, in this
editorial, entitled “A Way of
Life,” states its program for

U. S. Will Fight in New
War, Says N. Y. Times

“We shall be fully prepared,
if war on a large seale envelops
Europe, to choose the side of
the democracies,

“That will mean, at the very
least, what it meant in the years
from 1814 to 1916: an immense
moral support.... and a deliber-
ate policy of favoring our friends
in the interpretation of laws
which control our relations which
govern opr pelicles on the high
geas (the Times iz not at all
“legealistic” in itz thinking—in a
erisis it knows how ummportant
are the laws on statute books),
At most it will mean, as it meant
in 1917, a decizsion ow the part
of the United States to inter-
VEne, ...

1. 5. Rivalzs Warned

“It is important that the states-
men of aggressor countries
should realize that today, no less
than in 1917, there are specific
and wvital American dnteresis in
all partz of the world which
would alfnest certainly be af-
fected by war on a large scale. ..

“Wo  remoteness from  the
seene of a potemtial  European
conflict can isolate the United
States from the consequences of
major war. No MNeutrality Act
can prevent the American people
from favoring their natural
allies, In any ultimate test of
strength between democrncy and
dictatorship, the good-will and
the moral sapport—and in the
long run more likely than not
the physzical power of the Urited
States—will be found on the side
of thoze nations defending a way
of life which iz our own way of
life...."

How empty seem the eager
and mnervous debates between
“igolation” and “collective se-
eurity” in comparizon with this!
The Times cuts through the con-
troversy becapse, unlike the de-
baters, the Times means buosis
ness—imperialist business, and
it knows that imperialist busi-
TESS Means war,

The *Democratic Garb”

American  imperialism on  the
most vital of all questions, There
is no ambiguity here; no illusions
nor day-dreams; this iz the voice
of the vulers speaking.

. 8 Will Go to War

The content of thiz editorial
can be summed up in & gingle
sentence: A war i5 coming and
the United States is going to
take part in that war. Indeed,

The international proletariat
has no reason  to identify its
program  with the program of
the Mexican government. Revolu-
tionists have no need of changing
color, adapting themselves, and
rendering flattevy in the manner
of the G.P.T). school of court-
iers, who in a moment of danger
will zell out and betray the weak-
er side. Wiathont giving up ils
own identity, every honest work-
ing class organization of the en-
tire world, and first of all in
Great Britain, ia duty bound to
take an irreconciluble position
against the imperialiﬂt. robbers,
their diplomacy, their press and
their fascist hirelings. The cause
of Mexico, like the cause of
Spain, like the cavse of  China,
is the cause of the international
warking clase. The strugple over
Mexiean oil is only one of the
advance-line skirmishes of future
battles between the oppressors
and the oppressed,

LEON TROTSKY.
June 5, 1938

Coyoacan, D. F,
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Jwith a surprising lack of hypo-
crisy, the editorial says this in
&0 many words in its very firat
sentence: “Though the United
States has lived for two wvears
under a Meutrality Act which
expressed its wish to remain at
peace, the American people are
nob neutral now in any zituation
which invblves the sk of war,
nor will they remain neutral in
any future siteation  whick
threatens to disturb the balance
of world power.”

Maturally the Times does not
leave it at just that. The editorial
goes on in an amazingly frank
manner to state both the genuine
reasens for the United States'
entry into the coming war and
alzo the ideslogical and moral
justification which iz being and
will be wsed to enlist the people
of the United States in that war.

Imperialist Frankness

The United States is on the
gide of China, says the Times.
And with contempt 1o wmere
hypocrites, it remarks: “We are
not ashamed of a frank coms-
mercial interest in desiring the
contingation of the Open Door,”
But not China alone. The United
States iz alze on the side of
Czechoslovakia, sgainst the Eur.
opeat “aggressors,”  And with
seorn  for purist jsolationists:
The average Americhn “"knows
that, despite geographical ro-
moteness and a traditional desire
to avoid entanglements in other
peoples’ quarrels, we are inevit-
ably the natural allige of the
democrncies of Europe.™

And to the pacifists and dream-
ers in gencral:

Of course, the Times also
drows around itz program the
ghining folds of “international
law and order”™ and above all of
“demacracy.” The franknesg—the
Open Door, the defense of im-
perial interests —will disappear
as the war approaches nearer;

main. “Loyalties,” “freedom,”
“tradition,” “progress,” ‘“equal-
ity"—these will be inscribed on
the banners. They are all inelud-
¢d abundantly in the editorial. But
today the Times can still afford
to speak more openly about the
hard realities lying behind the
hannears.

There are many, unfortunately
many, who regard the position of
Marxists on the guestion of war
as sectarian-and over-rigid, Let
them study well this remarkable
editorial. The program of the
Times differs from that of the
Stalinizts only in  being less
hypocritical; it differs from the
isolationista only in being more
realistic, only in dealing with the
real world instead of & world in
gomeene’s imagination.

You have got to be either for

or against imperialism; there is
no wmiddle ground, Awd if you
are for it you aré for its wars,
whatlever slogans you wse to try
to hide this. And if you are
against imperialism and its wars,
vou have got to overthrow it
There i3 no other wiay The
Times rightly calls its program
“A Way of Life.” And in the
modern world there is one and
only one other to oppose it.

SPANISH WORKERS’
GAINS ATTACKED

e —

{Continued from page 1)

Union which Stalin thought to
atrengthen by preserving capital-
ism i Spain, i oW more peril-
ous than ever before. The capital-
ist “realism” of Chamberlain-
Daladier-Negrin can be fought
only by the revolutionary real-
izm of the masses.

Puerto Rican
Bosses Balk |
At Wage Bill

{(Continued from page 1)

| average woman 2549  for 344

hours, When the Puerto Rican
Reconstruction Administration set
up a needlwork cooperative, it
was found it could not profitably
pay the wage asked by the
I.LG.W.TI. of 51 a day.

Comminsions WNot Mentioned

The “business leaders” protest-
ing the Wages and Hours Bill
have pointed to high “labor
unit eosts,” attributing them to
“lozs zkilled and less efficient
labor.” They fail to mention the

important factor of the apents’
commissions in inereasipng costa.
The average agent's  commission
iz from 20 to 30 per cemt of the
workers' earnings, and in 22 per
cent of the caszes it i5 from 30
to 50 per cent,

With wages at less than two
eents an hour for half of the
workera, the consternation of
the bosses at the prospect of a
2h-cent minimum wage s com-
prehensible, But the Puerto Riean
workers muat not let themszelves
be impressed by threats that ap-
plication of the law “would bring
further economic difficulties by
diminishing the working oppor-
tunities.” They must oppose
amending the Bill to exempt
Puerta Rico. In an Island wherve
faod costs are from 20 to 26 per
cent higher than in New York
City, 25 cents an hour is Emmly

too muoch to demand. .o

the “way of ife” will alone re< .




