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An Urgent Appeal

I received a letter the

AID THE REVOLUTIONISTS!

By James P. Cannon

other day from a comrade,

now in France, who was recently in the United States.
I want to pass this letter on to the readers of the So-

cialist Appeal.

It deals with a matter of paramount

importance to all of us—the desperate situation of the

hounded and persecuted revolutionists

from fascist

countries who have sought asylum in France. The un-
adorned story told in this letter is the most convineing
argument that can be made for the “American Fund
for Political Prisoners and Refugees” which was an-
nounced in the Socialist Appeal last week.

Here is the letter:

Dear Comrade Cannon,

Pariz, May 29, 1538.

“When I saw you in New York, I told you about the
gituation of the many German refugees; well that was
from pergonal experience with them before I left to go

to America. On retuwrning

to Pariz, I am sorry to say

that it iz even worse now than it was then. Thetr lives
have become more endangered and I am writing to

wou Lo ask for some help.

Cand will not mind,

! hope you will understand

“The vecent new lows have made things so bad that
for them to work is now proctically impossible. Once

it was possible to work without the cards.

Bl reorp

one can't do that and many of them are being sent out
of Paris to other departmentz. They moy be able fo
stay there for a very little while, but the general feel-
ing is that before the year's out all of them will have
got an ecpulsion order, as the present trend iz against
them and oll left thought or ways.

“I wos amazed ol the change in Parts when [ got
-back after four months. One of them got an expulsion

and gassed himself and his 1m}'e

Another comroade

found him, he was soved, buf the wife died. They got
kim better and he came home again, only to do it again.

This time they found him
dead,

tuc} late and =0 he f2 now

“Another one iz very il from under-feeding and not

enough warmth or clothes.

Another ig still tn prison,

the second time this year! When he comes out I wonder

what they will do with him;

«for himr at all.

there iz not much hope

e If you eould collect zome money for them, il would
make matters very much easier. It iz impossible to ask
the French comrades as they are so hard up that they

have not enoughs alws, but, I thought you
might be ab!ﬁ%m -
There really isn't much to add tn::_ such a letter. We

have all known for some time that things were far
from well with our refugee comrades abroad. The vie-

tims of reaction in Europe

have cried for our aid for

a long time now. We delaved too long with this burn-
ing task, to their detriment and our own shame.
Through accidental ecircumstances and no special

merit of our own we still
circumstances in America.

live in relatively favorable
That puts upon us the spe-

cial obligation to share a part of our limited means
with the vanguard fighters of Eurcpe. We must not
let them perish. They who have stood up against fas-
eism in their native countries and now continue the
fight in emigration are humanity's best pledge for the

future.

The committee that has been organized to aid them
is composed of experienced and reputable veterans of

the labor defense movement.
task with the concientiousness for which
well known, with energy and a firm will.

They are going at their
they are
I hope every

reader of our paper will respond to their appeal.

The “"American Fund for Political
has a legitimate claim to the support of

Refugees”

Prisoners and

every militant. Send something today—don’t wait till
you can spare it—to George Novack, secretary, Room
1609, 100 Fifth Avenue, New York City.

Puerto Rican Slavedrivers
Balk At Wage-Hours Bill

The inclusion of Puerts Rico
in the Wagez and Hours Bill
passed at the last session of Con-
gress is upsetting Puerto Rican
employers. On June 17, “indus-
trial leaders™ in San Juan sent
a radiogram to President Roose-
velt protesting the application of
the legislation to the Island, and
predicting “grave economie dis-
turbances” as a result. Embroid-
ery mangfacturers in the United
States, who sond work to the
Izland, had protested to Governor
Winship that a Z5-cent minimum
wage would make it necessary
to discontinue that practice.

Sinee the agricultural indus-
tries of Puerte Rico, including
gugar, would be exempt from the
wage-hour laws, the needlework
industry, second to sugar in size
of pay-roll, wouold be chiefly af-
fected. Tn the last five years the
valoe of the needlework industry,
according to the anmual report
of the governor of Puerts Rico
for 1087, increased from $12,000,.

D00 to F21,000, 00,
Sweated Industiry
The neadle trades in the Island

. are s sweated industry carried

“Yeents. In 1986-37T,

on under homework conditions.
Mannfacturers in the United
States ship the materials to
Puerto Hico for distribution by
agents to workers who do the
finishing, and the complete pro-
ducts are shipped back to the
United States. That this is pro-
fitable despite the shipping costs
and the commissions of the
agents, and frequently of sub-
agents who do the actual distri-
buting, iz due szolely to the al-
most ineredibly low wages paid
the slaves of U.5, imperialism.
The manufacturers’ profits, of
course, follow the typical cofo-
nial pattern in that they go to
abzentes owners on the mainland
and not to native owners,

About half of the workers in
the needle tradezs rveceive loss
than two cents an hour, accord-
ing to the Report of the Com.
mizsioner of Labor of Puerto
Rico for 1936-37. Another third
receive between  two and four
cents, and the highest paid (5%
per cent) from nine cents to 25
the average
male worker made 488 a week
for 36.6 hours of work, and the

(Continued on page 4)
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Refugee Fund

Is Welcomed
FarandWide

Enthusiastic Response
Greets Formation Of
N. Y. Committee

NEW YORK.—The announce-
ment i lest week's  Socialist
Appeal of the formation of an
American Fund for  Political
Prisoners and Refugeez has met
with enthusipstic response from
all sections of the country, At
8 meeting held in New Yaork a
local commitiee was organized
with Lyman Paine ng secretary,
and plans were laid for an in-
tensive eampaign to raise a fund
immediately to aid revolutionary
refugees in Europe,
George Wovack, Secretary of
the American Fund for Political
Priseners amd Refugees, an-
nounced this week that a wisa
has been obtained for a German
refugee and his wife, both of
whom were in danger of depor.
tation to Nazi Germany.
A sum of £300 iz needed to
provide for their transportation
to the country granting them
vizas. The American Fund now
has several thousand collection
lists out throwghout the country.
But this urgent case cannot await
their return., The 2300 must be
raized within the next few days.
The American Fund enlls upon
all workere and friends of demo-
eratie rights to come to the aid
of these comradeg,
The American Fund announe-
ed that it now has several dozen
cazes demanding immediate at-
tention, The following are but a
fow of the many:
A former Communist Party
member of the German Reich.
stag, and a leading membor of
the Lenin Bund, 52 vyears old.
His home was raided by the
Nazizs in 1983 and hiz wife was
arrested and later released, He
was forced to flee and has been
in exile sinee, living as best he
eould wii.hk the meager assistance
of friepds; As a result of under-
nourighment, he developed a
seriogs stomach ailment and kid-
ney trouble, This comrade is now
threatened with expulsion from
his place of exile,
Azsistance 15  also  urgently
needed by the wife and two
children of an Austrian revolu-
tionist to enable them to proceed
to another country. The husband
and father, who was among the
founders of the Communist Party
of Austris, was arrested for re-
volutionary activity and is now
serving a two-year prison sens-
tence.
The cases come piling in, each
more tragic than the other, ench
demanding Immaediate action,
If vou are” unemployed and
cannot make g donation at this
time, get a collection Tst and
help raise money from others to
help in this important and ne-
cessary task,
Collection lista can . be obtains
at the office of the Fund,

ed

Lommunist

Painters’

Stalinist Campaign

NEW YORK.~—Test votez in
electionz held last Saturday by
Locals 892 and 9405 for local of-
ficers and delegates to District
Couneil Mo, % indicate that the

strength  of the progressives
continues to rise as the general
election campaign in the MNew

York Painters’ Union draws to
a close. Spokesmen of the Inter-
Local Conference of Progressive
Clubs  prediet a  comfortable
majority for L. J. Stovens, pra-
grossive candidate for secretary-
treasurer, in the District Couneil
elections on June 25,

Stevens defeated Louis Wein-
stock, Stalinist big-shot i the
painters” wnion, for the nomina-
tion in the primaries held in
Local 848, Weinstock’s own local.
Against Stevens, the Stakinisis
are supporting a  stooge named
Ghidoni, nominated by Local 51,
whose record is  entirely un-
krown to the membership of the
aniomn.

Clean Sweep Made

In Local 252 the progressive
opposition made a elean sweep
of loeal offices and defeated the
Stalinist Shnorman as  delegate
to the Distriet Council. William
Haupt, who defeated Shaurman
two to one for the momination
for secretary-treasurer of [, 0
9 two weeks ago—later declining
in faver of Stevens—picked up
G0 new vates in 3 successful roce
for the post of recording zecr et
ary of the local.

In Local 905 in the East Bronx
—the Stalinist stronghold in the
union, said to contain a fraction
of no less tham 200 C.P. mem-
bers -— the opposition likewise
registered progress. The key-post
of financial secretary was retain-
ed- by the popplar progressive,
Hoffman, with.a majority of 7856
against the 646 for the adminis-
tration's candidate Schwarts. The
Party forces were
able to retain the chafrman, their
candidate M. Gainer recciving
959 votes apainat 417 veles for
Isidore Polstein, the progressive
candidate., Polztein's wvote, how.
ever, wis somo 100 larger than
the progressives themselves had
eounted on in this administration
fortress.

Dismayed by the steady growth
of the progressive mMOVeRIen e
organized only within the Jast
few weeoks into a cohesive thoupgh
broad opposition—as well as by
their own defeats in the primar-
ies, the Stalinizt-Weinstock ad-
ministration has been working
on all cylinders in a last-minute
effort $0 manufacture scandals
and frame-ups #as “election is-
sues,” In ench case the progress
gives have been right on the spot
to expose the machinations by
means of hard-hitting leaflets
und their paper, the Progressive
Painter.

Room 1609, 100 Fifth Ave, N, Y.|

One such seandal is the belat-

Progressives Chalking
Up New ScoresInN.Y.

Union Fight

Make Clean Sweep Of Offices In Loecal 892;

Of Slander Fails To

Halt Advance Of Militant Candidates

gl expozure of an alleged fund-
grabbing racket wrupn by the
Zausnerite Harry Rosen, former
buginezs agent of Local 442, and
D. Stark, fnancial secretary of
the local, some three years apo.
To produce this “exposure™ in
time for election prlopaganda,
the services of a Stalinist ac-
countant, one Morris Gréenbawm,
were enlisted, The repular se-
countant of D.C. 9, Jacab Falk,
Lrefused to be used as a  loeal
“Vishinsky.” In an open letter
bo the membership of Local 442,
Falk points out eight  major
errors of accounting in the "ex-
posure” and warns the members
against accouniants who are
“rubber stamps for officinls with
politieal . aims in wview.” Falk
challenged Greenbaum to bring
him up on charges before the
Sociaty of Certified Public Ae-
countants, The challenge waz un-
answered,

Attempting to smear L. J.
Stevens  and  the propgressives
with  this  alleged Jawsnerite
fund-stealing “scandal,” the Sta-
linists met with a storm of pro-
tests on the floor of the local.
Two weeks in suceeszion they
had to adjeurn the meeting be-
fore the business ¢ould be con-
cluded.

Unable o put over this elee-
tion stupt on the floor of the
union, they called a special meest-
ing of members of Loeal 442
last Saturday <4n Irving Plaza
under the auspices of their
“Rank and File Unity Club.™
When oppoesition membors of the
union entered the hall to attend
Lhe mecting, the Stalinists eal-
led the cops and had them ar-
rested on charges. of dizarderly
conduct, Among those arrested
was [. Gittlin, a well - known
anarchist militant in the union,
who for vears led a single-hand-
pd fight againzd the Zausner re-

gime in Local 442, combining
with the Weinzstock group to oust
it two years ago. The case of
the painters arvested will come
up in court next Friday.

Race Prejudice Stirred

Another frame-up was the
charpe that Stevens wns nomrins
ated in Local 842 by a combina-
tion not only of Zausnerites, but
of “Mazi-influoenced Germans.”
Az a matber of facl it was Ste-
vens who took a lead in the fight
againast Fausnerism, had his
head eracked by Zausner's hench-
men, and waz nominated on the
slognn “Kick the ex-Zausnerites
{Kosloff, Zughaft, Paszini, and
Co.), who are now Weinstockites,
out of the administration.”

In a statement to the press last
week, Stevens challenged the
Stalinists to name the Zausner-
ites and the *Nazi-influenced
Germans” who supported him in
Local 848 He pointed out that

(Continged on page 2)

Commities,
During the last iwo years a

the G.P.U,
of the Swias O, P., under oath

Internationalists, who were at
paring a libel suit againat the

hefore the coort.
ON G.P.U. BLACKI
This incident may not have

event, it is an open secret that

moval has not been easy,

zenberg story.

has been going on between Muenzenberg, and

In 1936 he was incautious enough
to express to F. Brupbacher, a former [eader

doubiz about the Moscow trimls, This confes-
sion became known Lo some of the Swiss Fourth

in the name of Leéon Trotsky., Natwrally, they
did not hesilate fo unmask the double-dealing
of this eynical bureaucral, and announced {hat
they would subpoens his confidant fo testify

AST

cause of Muenzenberg's banishment.

he has been on the G.P.U.s hlacklist.
Muenzenberg is oo
wiell acquainted with the devices of the G.PAL
He answered am invitation to come to Moscow
in 1937 by entering a sanatorium near Paris.
There followed a certain “pause™ in the Muen-

It is clear that the expulsion of the perfidious

Muenzenbzerg

final expulsion

gilent strupggle

of secrecy, his

silnation? He

that time pre-
Stalinist press

lives as well,
been the sole

In any
ginee that time
Hiz re-

“great”

crigiz.  These
by backstage

fthe German C,
on the part of the perfidious G.P.U, for his

drazlic measpres,
lang wears was the 3.

Willi Muenzenberg Is Entered On
Growing Blacklist Of The G. P. U.

.. Word has just reached New York from a
trustworthy souree inm Burope that Willi Muen-
zenberg, the Goebbels of the German Commun-
ist Party, has been expelled from itz Ceniral

from the Central Commillee of
P. iz nothing bil a preparation

from the party, if not for more
For Muenzenherg, who for
P, U.'s wire-pualler in

Europe, is a oo well-informed witness,

PROBPECTIVE VICTIM SILENT

How does Mr.

Muenzenberg react in this
keepz quict. He is undoubtedly

cooking up some little scheme to eseape the
dragnet of Yezhov's police,
enice has shown that there is only one way o
gave gneself from Stalin's manhunt:
to international public opinion, an open con-
fession to the world proletariat of one's own
mistakes and erimes, a public break with the
Kremlin clique,
Krivitsky saved, not only their honor, but their

However, experi-

an appeal

In this way Barmine and

But it scems that Muenzenberg, who was
as the goiding spirit of the petty
maneuveres and sly foxes of the German C.I.,
is incapable of decisive action in any serious

crooked bureaucrals swear only
ruses, because they hpve long

ginee lost faith in the working class. Muen-
zenberg will have to pay dearly for his lack of
courage and political firmness, But this is,
after all, his own affair.

Labor Gains

Smashed By
Spain Gov't

Enterprises Are Handed
Back To Exploiters As
Fascists Advance

With the bleszings and active
support of Prime Minister Cham-
berlain, Prenvier Edouard Deladier
and, of course, Hitler and Mus-
solini, General Franciseo Franco's
fascist force began last week a
new drive toward Valencia in
another «ffort to bring  Lhe
Spanish civil war to & close.

Neither the barbarous air raids
which took hundreds of ecivilion
lives—over which the “demo-
cratic” gentlemen in London and
Paris shed such ecvocodile tears—
nor the steady bombing of Bei-
Lish ships in Spanizh ports by
fascizst amiveraft have been per-
mitted to stand in the way of
Chamberlain's “vealistic”™ attempt
to come to terms with the faseist
dictatorships,

Daladier Accedos

The Anglo-Italian agreement
wag based upon the "premise of
an early Franco vietory in Spain.
These calculations were upset by
the stiffening of Loyalist resist-
ance to Franco's drive on Bay-
eelona late in the Spring. This
stiffening was generally  attri-
buted to the fact that the French
permitted arms and suppliez to
crozg the border in considerable
guantitics, That iz why the ut-
most pressure has been brought
o bear by Musselini and Cham-
berlain on Daladier to force the
hermetic sealing of the French
frontier, To this demand, it now
seems, Daladier, only yesterday
ong of the chief “heroes”™ of the
People’'s Front, is acceding.
Augur, the White HRussian
journalistic. spokesman . for. the
British Foreign Office, reported
to the New York Times on June
20 that the French government
had promised Britain to estabs
lish a “complote blockade™ as
soon &5 the povernment iz veliey-
ed of the necessity for answering
embarrassing  gquestions  in the
French parlisment,

Fascist Vietory 1desired

The plan is, as before, to bring
about a swift fascist wvictory in
Spain, to hasten a Franco-Ttalian
ggreement, and thus pave the
way for Anglo-French approaches
to Germany. The underlying pre-
mige of thiz peolicy is to bring
about some kind of temporacy
“appeasement”  in Western Eu-
rope at the expense of the Soviet
Union.
The present policies of the
“democratic” powers show how
falze and futile and disastrous
was the policy of suppressing the
Spanish vevelution i order to
insure “demacratic support” for
the Lowalist couse,

Special dizpatchez to the New
York Past by Frank C. Hanighen
last week revealed how far the

gtroving the paing made by the
workers in the first upsurge of
July, 1936, With but a Tew ex-
ceptions, all private factories
which were "collectivized” by the
workers have new been “decol-
lectivized,” ie, restored to their
original owners,

Pictures Negrin Government

A Loyalist official told Hanig-
hen “that the Megrin govern-
ment has become more conser-
vative and capitalistic than the
povernment existing before the
Arvapon offensive and predictoed
that any future cabinet shifts
would turn it even further to the
right,”  All of thiz was being
done, Hanighen added, to prove
that the Loyalist government was
not “red.” He then went on to
Tist & number of the principal
mining enterprises in which for-
gign capital, British, French,
American, South American, pre-
dominates, to which the gmovern-
ment has restored complote
“Treedom,” He even cited a de-
cree  “decollectivizing”  eeriain
clectrical power plants in which
German capital predominates.
But eventa  are proving that
the suffocation of the Spanish
revolution, which was supposzed
to be “realistic,” was precisely
the policy which led more and
more speedily to disaster. The
destruction of their economic
gaing, and the 3Stalin-G.P.T.
terror against all revolutionists,
sapped the initiative of the
masses. The position of the Soviet

(Continued on page 4)

Loyalist regime had gone in des-

And Unseats Tacuma LL.U, Delegation

STALINIST “UNITY” IS EXPOSED

SAN FRANCISCO.—The

Maritime Federation of the

Pacific Coast wasz aplit wide open last week when the
packed majority dominated by the Communist Party re-

fused to seat the Tacoma longshoremeon.

Several of its

founding organizations, notably the National E}J'ﬂ'ﬂnizatinn_
of the Masters, Mates and Pilots, the Marine Firemen,

Oilers, Watertenders and Wipers
Engineers Beneficial Association,

of the Pacific, walked out of
Harry Bridges’ splitting

Aszociation, the Marine
and the Sailors Union
ita convention in protest.

maneuver in unseating the

Tacoma [.1.. A. climaxes his systematlic campaign to drive
from the waterfront all those seafaring organizations

which refuse to shackle themselves with the ball-and-chain

of the Stalinist C.I1.0.

The Bridpes apparatas
would-be dictators iz dead set on
smashing the Tacoma longshore-

men because they voted against
affiliation with the Stalinist-
G0, ouwlhit, declared their

WARN AGAINST
AGENT OF GPU
ON THE COAST

Suspicious ‘Movements
Of Hanoff Are Noted
In San Francisco

CSAN FRANCISCO.—0n June
3., Hanoff, suspected G.P.1.
head for the West Coast, enter-
ed a small restaurant near the
waterfronb in San Francisco close
oh the heels of Chavles Brenner,
well-known militant member of
the Sailors Unien of the Pacific.
As he entered, Hanoff kept his
face covered with a handkerchicf
as i he were blowing his nose,
He ordered a cup of eoffee
(which he never touched) and
glanced around wntil he saw
Brenner.

Hanoff then starvied fo lepve
but when he recopnized another
worker and =saw that he, himself,
was recopnized, he quickened his
step and almost bolted, Outside
he wodded to twoe well-dressed,
heavy-set men, who then follow-
od him quickly to a iarge, high-
powered ecar n which another
man sat behind the wheel, They
all rot in and the ear drove off,

Knowing the practices of the
G.P.U., it s not hoavd to guess
the purpoze of Hanoff"s visit. He
should be warned that +f Brenner
or any other militent worker
falls prey to the Stalintern’s
bloody crew, he will be held per-

sonally accountable by the work-

ers. There has been altogether
too mueh G.P.AT. dirty work in
the working class. It iz high
time the workers called a halt
to these outvages and built work-
ers’ defense groups in every
urion,

in the maritime industry,

of&r

"draw from the convention,

golidavity with the 51U.P., and
the firemnen and refused to smash
through the latter's picket lines
during the Shepard beef,  Brid-
ges, who gleefully conducted =
strike = breaking crew through
those picket squads under police
protection, will not tolerate such
militant solidarily with the in-
dependent, “non-conformist” sea-
going unions bucking the domi-
nation of his commissars.

Constilution Vielated

Thiz new actisn on the part of
the cligue dominating the Fede-
vation sz a clear encroachment
wpon. the demoesratic
affiliated bodies to conduct thefrs®
own affairs without outside ine-
terference, Im fact, the constitu-
tion adopted at the foundingcon-
vention of the Federation,” af
which the Tacoma longshoremen
were  prezent, includes a claose
“roacogpmizing the fullest autonomy
of each afflinted organization to
govern its own affairs.”

The most ludicrons part of the
sorry specltacle is that Bridges
continues to sing a cracked first
tenor in the “ Unity Glee Club”
of the C.1.0. The keynote of the
convention, whose first act was to
uneeal the Tacoma [, L. A, and

to refuse the longshoremen the.

floor to state their
“Unity and Solidarity™
waterfront for Sseptember 30,
when the eurrent contraets 8-
pire. Bridges revealed his brand

CAfe, Was

of unity a I Stalin 0 his sktate--

ment on the delegates who with-
“Lat
them go,” he snecved, * We'll soon
have Lthem all hangipg from
telegraph poles.™

A Hollow ZEhell

By its latest action, the Fe.
deration stands revealed for what
it is— no longer a militant unit-
ed front of genuine maritime
umions  against the shipowners
and the government, but a hellow
shell, wrenched onte a reaction-
ary, union-busting course by the
infiltration of stooge shore out-
fits and the rule.or-ruin policy of
the Communist Party.

Originally organized in 1935 on
the principle that only organi-

(Continued on page 23

British troops on strike duty in
the island of Jamaica were rein-
forced last week by the arrival
of soldiers of the Sherwood Fo-
resters Hegpiment on the crojser
York. At the same time, polico
platoons  were strengthened in
Berbice County, where more than
1000 sugar plantation workers
wera on strike.

Twa Jamaiea labor leaders,
Alexander Bustamante and Wil-
liam {rrant, areested on charges
of sedition and ather offenses,
were freed by the court on June

15, Az the prozecution was unable

to produce any evidence against
them.

Commission Apopinted

The seandal of Jamaiea has led
to the appointment of a rvoyal

eommizsion to survey social ami

Additional Troops Sent
To CrushJamaica Strike

eeonomic conditions in the Bris
tish West Indies, announced to
the House of Commonz by Colo-
nial  Secretary  Maleolm  Mae-
Domaid an June 14,

Former premier David Llogd
George, who visited Jamaicn Inst
vear, stated that he had hesn
“appalled” by conditions there.
“We do not want a slum empire,”
he said, “particularly on Ame-
rica's doorstep.” No one can dis-
agree that Great Britain's “slum
empire” in the Caribbean needs
cleaning up, least of all the
Jamaican workers whe are striv-
ing to do so by striking for
better wages and conditions.

But Britain scarcely needs fo
blush before U.8. imperialism
as long as America can display
such an uutntﬁndimg example of

AR BT T

a “slum empire”.
ﬂtl.mt;r as Puerto Rin:'!l
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FOR THE FOURTH
‘ INTERNATIONAL!

an the-

rights of l,, ..""

in Jamaica® u :

CP Wreckers
Force Splits
In Maritime

Founding Organizations Withdraw From Pacific
Federation Afier Bridges Packs Convention




