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June 11, 1938

Railroad Union Leaders Move In
Wage Cut Crisis Without Ranks

Unionist Points Need For Planning United
Action To Combat Employers’ Offensive
And Forestall Sell-out Maneuvers

By RAILROAD UNIONIST

A propozed raid on the livieg
standards of railroad workers is
now before us, the railroads hav-
ing served notice of a 15 per
cent eut in wages to take effect
July 1, just nine months safter
an increase of approximately six
per cent became coffective. Ac-
cording  ito the Association of
American Railroads, the cut is
necessary in order to “save the
industry.”

Railroad labor leaders counter
this by pointing out that the
wage bill i2 not the cause of the
pregent difficulties -of the roads;
that if the railvoad managements
and those who control the finan-
cial policies of the roads would
revise the topheavy financial
structures with which they are
burdened, there would be no need
of asking the workers to sacvifice
their living standards, Any one
reagonably  well  informed on
thise matters must agree with
the stutement made by President
Robertson of the Brotherhood of
Locomotive Firemen and Engin-
eers, at the Washington confer-
ence on March 24, that if we
eould wipe out the railroad wage
bill entively, we could net save
the industry.

What Is To Be Done?

But notice has been served on
the workers and the question now
uppermoat in the mind of every
one of them is: What program
and policies must we adopt (o
prevent this raid on our pay
checks? The workers whe will
be affected by the outgome of
this struggle should have some-
thing to say in determining the
program and policies to be I.:I.ﬂl!-!:'.
Yet up to the present, there 15
pe indication from our officers
that they will be consulted.

A statement izsued by the
union Executives on March 16
points out that the railveads can
get relief without cutting wages,
which is termed “as ineffective
as cutting a corn to cure a teoth-
ache.” At the Washington con-
ference on March 24  the Ex-
criitlves were unanimous in thew
position that a cut would not
be accepted. Since that time
geveral officers have been quoted
to the effeet lhat any attempt
to reduce wages would be fought
to the bitter end, But so far the
union memberships have not been
advized as to what preparations
are being made for this “bitter
end” struggle. Statements to the
press are not cnough, Something
far more cffective is needed: The
mobilization of the workers be-
hind a correct program of ac-
tion that will have their united
suppert. It should be evident,
even to our preszent leadership,
that such support cam best be
had after the workers have had
the opportunity to discuss and
approve the program &0 be adopt-
ed,

Apction Must He PPlanned

We are aware that the Railway
Labor Act prescribes a certain
course to be followed in nego-
tintions of this kind. But if we
are bo believe our leaderz that
this will be a fight to the bitter
ond, while at the same time the
managements announcé "ho com-
promise,” it should be plain that
no agreement  will be reached
under that law, This being the
ease, it i5 high time prf[hﬂl'ill-iﬂ-_l'lﬁ
were made for the moest effective
use of the organized workers’
main defense: their economic
strength, But in spite of the limit-
ed time remaining, no proposed
action has beon submitted for
membership discussion and ap-
proval. WhyT Are the activities
of the rank-and-file again to be
limited to the formality of author-
tzing their officers to “negotiate
to a conclusion?”

The vesults obtained in the
wage movement of 1931-2 are too
fresh in our minds for us to be
convineed that such conferving
of authority werks out satisfact-
orily. Then as now, statements
were issued to the press announc-
ing our apposition to a wage cut
and informing the publis that
“lghor cannot be called upon to
pay a dole to idle ecapital.”
Mevertheless the cut was aceept-
ed “in the hope that our actiom
may Improve the health of our
industry.... may .stimulate a
revival of business and advance
the general welfare.” The result
was thet the workers dvopped
approximately £450,000,000 into
the tin cup of the railvoads bet-
ween 1932-5, Arve we again ko be
askéd to confer unlimited author-
ity on our lenders and {ake
chanees on another settloement
bused on “hope?” '

For United Action

I am sure all railvoad workevs
will agree that in order to con-

_ duet an effective fight against
& wage cut, united sction
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workers in the industry is an ab-
solute necessity. How to achieve
this wnity wnder an organiza-
tional set-up of 21 autonomous
crafts is & problem we must con-
sider and solve before any ~bitter
end” fight ean be successfully
made. The charges of bad faith
and double-cross indulged in by
executives of some of Lhe organi-
zations as a result of experiences
in the “concerted movement” of
1837, should comvince wus  that
changes in owr organizational
structure are netessary. AN eviers
increasing number of railvoad
workers  wnderstand  this  and
there ave signs that some of the
beaders are being forced to ad-
mit it.

A report of the March 24
Washington conference siates
that “BErother A. Q. Wharlon...
called attention to the activities
of the C.I.0. He warned the
Pelley Committes that if - we
should agree to a reduction in
wages the railvoads in a few
months would be facing a much
more serious siluation than that
which they are now facing.” The
game report states that "Brother
Roy Horn also ealled attention
to the threat of the C.1.0.7
What other econclusion can be
drawn than that Wharton’s in-
Lention was to point out that the
workers' reaction to a wage cut
would be loss of faith in Lheiv
present leadership, making them
easy vielkims for C.L[.0. organiz-
ers? In that case the voads would
have to deal with an organiza-
tion thut would offer a more
militant  opposition  and  drive
harder bargains with the rail-
road bosses, Whatever their in-
tention, Wharton and Horn did,
in effect, recognize the superior-
ity of industrial over crafl union-
ism as an instrument for defond-
ing the best imterestz  of the
workers.

Verbal Intransigence

The newspaper Labor had an
article on May 10 containing guo-
tations from different  union
[eaders to the effert that a wage
cut will not be aceepted and
gquestioning  the intelligpence of
any one who. believes  railroad
workers will submit to a cut at
this time, The statement is un-
doubtedly true, if the workers
are to have the fina]l say im the
wmatter. Bul if past rouotine is to
be followed, it is wseless to talk
about what the workers will ov
will wot do. They will simply
approve in advance any settle-
ment made, goosd, bad, or indif-
fevent.

If our officers have a plan of
action, by all means let us have
it. July 1 is not far off. Why
are nobl union meétings belng
called for discussion of a pro-
gram te be adopted T Nothing of
the kind iz being done, and
evidently nothing will be done
unless the workers insist on it
It is our duty to make the best
preparations possible  for our
defense. Are we railepad workers
to be satisfied with leaving such
preparations entirely in the hands
of the union officers without the
opportunity of making our own
wishes kiown? If not, we must
take the following action:

An Immediate Program

ingsg and demand that genecal
chairmen arrange for jsint union
meetings where the workers may
be given all available informa-
tion and where they may propose,
dizcuss and take joint action om
whal the majority decides is the
best program.

2, Demand that united action
of all workers in the industry be
made a reality in this fight and
that eraft intevests be not allow-
ed to jeopapdize such wnity. In
the event of a strike wvole, it
must be a joint ballot of all or-
ganizations, with action author-
ized by majority vole of the
members of all crafis.

3. Authorize our officers to
negotiate, but not Lo & conclusion,

The workers who will be affect-

900,000 Rail
Workers Face
Big Pay Slash

Railway Labor Act Will
Be Used To Bog Down
Militant Action

Over 900,000 railvoad workers
are threatened by the recent
decizion of the carriers to redioce
wages 15 per ¢ent, The unions
nvalved—of which there are 20
large ones—maintain  that  al-
ready some workers are receiv-
ing an hoouvly wage of only 20
cents and that move than 100~
00 workers veceive less than 40
cents.  According Lo the™ best

availsble statistics, the average
monthly wage during 1337 was
5133.50, despite the fact that
some highly skilled workers were
asble to average about 3175,

Unemployment in the railvosd
industry is at its peak. Today
there are 6,023 fewer workers
employed than in Margh, 1933,
Since last July, 260000 workers
have been laid off and part time
employment has been on the in-
clrease,

Back to 19321

The Lb per eent cut would save
the carriers aboul $250,000,000 a
year and veduce wages below the
1832 level after the 10 per cent
cut,

In eomplianee with the Railway
Labor Act, the carriers have al-
ready given official notice that
they intend to put the eul into
effect on July 1. The unions hoave
given their fivst answer in the
fovm of & sleike thieat.

The Railway Labor Act is con-
structed to extinguish the milit-
ancy of the workers. According
to s lerms, the Mational Me-
diglion Beard may intervene of
its own volition or be appealed
ta by either side, Onee the board
15 ecalled in, it can stall for
months and bring oninterrupted
pressure on the unions to accept
the ecarriers’ demands, If the
unicns hold firm the board may
puggest another wearing down
process: voluntary arbeteation, Lf
gither side vejects voluntary ar-
bitration, and the workers vote
io strike, the board notifies the
President of a threat to inter-
state commerce. The President
then has the powor {o creafe o
"fact-finding” beavd to “imwvest-
prale” and report within 30 days.
Until another 30 days have elaps-
¢d, neither side may act.

Firm Stand Needed

The workers must thus be pre-
pared to fight the government as
well as the carviers. For the next
four months or more they will
have to remain firm in the face
of  Epovernment-carrier pressure
and demand at the wvery outset,
before any bargaining iz entered
into, the opening of the books.
Should the debit side of the
ledger be appreciable, the work-
ers have no reason o Tesign
themselves to & cut, bat must
demand mutionalization of Lhe
reilroads  and workers' control;
that is, the workers must strike
for public ownership and their
own  Ccommiltecs to fix rates,
wages, hours and capital invest-
mint,

1. Attend our loeal lodge moet- | 1
| hewever, show the unveasonable-

The opening of the books may,

ness of the carviers’ demand fov
a 15 per cent cut, Whether the
vailronds ave bankrupt  or net,
the workers must prepave them-
selvez for a long struggle with
the possibkility of the National
Guard and the army being ealled
out. The success of the struggle
for public ownership and work-
ers’ control, or even for the pre-
vention of this and foture pay
cuts, depends on immedizte pre-
paration for workers' defense
groups.

ed by the agresment must have
the final say, by referendum wvote,
a5 b0 approval oy rejection, If
union democracy is anything but
a name, this is union democracy
in action, :

(Continuved from page 1)
Building Trade: Council and
Teamsters Union. Their presence
wag an insult to every worker
in New Jersey and a disgrace Lo
the AF.L. These corrupt burcau-
cratz ought to be scourged out
of the laboy movement., The
marchers were made up of con-
seripted  rvelief  workers  and
Hague officeholders.

Firewovks following the veview
displayed such fiery Ku-Klux
slogang as “"Heep our country
safe from Communism,”™ “Ames
riea for Amevicans Only,
Heep Out,” “Reds Stay Out of
tha U.5.A.," as well as blazing

Labor Guard Is Answer
To Menace of Hagueism

of Liberty, and the Star-Spangl-
ed Banney, Hagueizm, not “Com-
muanigm,” is apparently
“Twentieth Century  Ameviean-
ism,” Earl Browder to the con-
trary notwithstanding,

Longe Sentenced

John Longo, framed by Hague,
was given a nine months sentence
on Thursday, “You wanted to be
a martye,” rveaved the Hague
jndge whoe sentenced him, “well,
that is your privilege.” Longo's
sentence is being appealed by his
lawyer, Vito Marcantonio, who

Reds i has proof of verjury on the part

of the Hague jury that condemn-
ed Longo.

figures of Uncle Sam, the Statue| Hagueism is & form of prevent»
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N.Y. Auto Builders
Strike In 35 Shops

NEW YORK.—Seven hundred
members of the United Awtomo-
bile Workers, Loecal 259, walked
eunt on strike from 35 auto bedy
building shops June 2, The strike
was called after all attempts to
renew existing , agreements with
the employers’ associstion had
failed.

The agreement with the asso-
cintion expived on May 28, The
union refused to concede to the
apen shop demanded by the as-
socialion and interprets this de-
mand a& an attempt to destroy
the union and po back to open
shop conditions.

Already, of the 2B assoeciation
shops,* 10 have zigned agree-
ments up to June 2, including
the chairman of the association
commitiee, the Colonial Body
Company,

Albert Fizcher, Chairman of
the Umion's negotiation: ocom-
mittee, in a statement to the
shop stewards, cxpressed Dbelicd
that within a few days the major-
ity of workers would go back to
work under signed agreements.

J_Akrun TZcher;
Demand Release
For Fred Beal

Anti-War Resolution Is
Also Passed; Active
Year Comes To End

At a recent meeting the Ak-
ron Federation of Teachers pas-
sed an anti-war resolution simil-
ar {o that paszsed by the Minnea-
polis Central Labor Union,

At the zame time a resolution
domanding the release of Fred
Beal was passed. Both resolu-
tions are Lo be submitted to the
state convention of the Ohio
State Federation of Teachers fov
action.

The fedevation is ending its
most active year. Hecent strug-
ples of the federation have cen-
tered around the placing of the
first grade om half-time, which
necessitated the laying off of 38
teachers; the unneceseary cutting
of the school year three days at
the behest of the chamber of
eommerce agents on the school
bourd; anmd the projected discri-
mination of rveligiows and racial
groups in the teachers' college of
the lecal university.,

Teachers in Lead

The {ederation was the only
teqohers’ organization opposing
these veactionary moeasires. Af
a result of its progressive policies
the foderation  has earned the
enmity of school officials, who
have vetaliated by attempting to
fire the propressive finnncial
secretary of the organization.
Hiz case iz being fought with
the sopport of the erganized
labar movement of Akron,

At its last meeting the fede-
ration rejoined the Trades and
Labor Aszsembly, from which it
was expelled several wonths
apo, when the C.1.0, locals and
other progressives were thrown
out. Omee more the federation
will act as a polarizing force for
the progressive and militant
rank-and-file who still compose
a majority of the body despite
their domination by a crew of
building trades fakers.

ive Fascism. It represenis a
deadly threat to the democratic
rights of the Amevican people,
According  to  his fellow-Tdemo-
erat, Dres. Roosevelt, Hague's
actions are “only a local police
matter.” But this pestilence has
now spread beyond the boundavies
of Jersey Cily. If this pelitical
boss gets away with his despot-
igmy, the mest brutal and brazen
repctionary forces  will be im-
mensely stremgthened, Imitators
will spring up in industrial
centers throughout the country.
Hagucism has to be cleaned out
of New Jersey.

Petitions ¥Won't Do

All the incidents in the fight
against Hague in the past few
months prove that he cannot be
overthrown by petitions to  the
President, by prayer from the
clerpy, by parvades, or by indi-
vidual protests. Hague ean only
be dizslodged and his  machine
broken up by an organized mass
force prepared for serious and
sustained struggle in the wery
citadel of his power. While they
serve to keep ablaze the fire of
revoll, small inadequately de-
fended meetings only resuit in
vietories for Hague, They cannot
successfully defy his regime or
erush his storm-troopers and
uniformed gangsters.

To amash Hagucism the masses
in Morthern New Jersey, must
be summoned into divect action
against him. With the A.F.L.
leadership under Hague's thumb,
the task of mobilising and or-
ganizing the people against
Hague falls upon the C.I.0.
unions and the W.A A,

The C.1.0. unions
postpone setion

no longer.
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The Stalinist controlled United
Dffice and Professional Workers
Union, G.1.0., held its second
national convention at Washing-
ton, D, C,, May I8 to 22. The
Stalinists made it plain before-
hand that they intended to
achieve “unity ™ at the convention.
It developed that “unity” was to
be apehieved by the syatomatic
exclusion of anyone who might
take exception to their reaction-
AIY program,

Thizs aim was carried owt so
effectively, and the meeting be-
came so slerile and devoid of
dissent, that President Merrill
found it necezsary to persupde
the delegates to comment on the
various canned proposals, Taking
him at his word, seme of the
delegates took the floor. But
when they naively dared to raise
objections they found themselves
caustically rebuked by the same
Merrill. One proposal after an-
other went through with record
speed, Sporadically, however, the
embarrassing quietude would be
broken by some harvdy sowl=-in
correction of a typographical ov
grammatical error. The chairman
repeatedly  slurred through rve-
quests of negative votes, know-
ing it was o waste of breath.

Opposition  Baited

Presaging the happenings at
the convention, a campaign to
raid, to silence and to destroy
any opposition was carvied on.
Nevertheless  several delegates
who were opposed by the Admi-
nistration were elected and duly
aceredited by their locals. But
when these delegales arrived at
the convention, they found that
mere ¢lection was not sufficient.
It secmed that certain  techni-
calities had been overlooked by
their loecals. Per capita  faxoes
were not paid up, reports were
not properly drawn, copies of
receipts had not been sabmitted,
gte. The delegates were not seat-
ed on one or the other of these
grounds. Some aura of credence
might have surrounded these if
dozens of delegates representing
locals derelict in the same way
or to a greater extent had not
been seated,

« Local 34, San Franciseo, sent

Ernest Norback as its delegate.
After traveling 3,000 miles to
participate in the convention,
Morback was promptly vefused a
seat on the pretext that per capita
was not paid. Previously Meryill,
International president, had of-
fered to accepte.n note in pay-
ment of back per capita. An ap-
peal to him at the convention
to accept such & note and seat
Morback resulted in a flat re-
fusal. Loecal 24 had refused to
be appended to Stalinism. Easton,
regularly elected delegate of the
gt, Louis lecal, met the =zame
fate on the ground that the
financial secretary of his local
had failed to fill gut her report
properly.

Maew Constitulion

A new constitution was adopt-
ed which virtually puts the Union
in the pockets of the Stalinists.
Loeal automemy has been  eli-
minated for a highly centraliz-
ed, top leadership organization in
the bhest Stalinist tradition. The
constitution empowers the Gene-
ral Executive Board to revoke
charters, redistribute Local mem-
berships, and control Loeal
finance and functional machinery
without the formality of consult-
ing the loeal people involved.
The veins of dictutorship were
drawn so tightly that a protest
was made by a rabid Administra-
tion supporter, Mathan Rothman,
a member of the executive board
of Local 16. Rothman said that
the clause permitting revocation
of charters gave the International
officers too much power. HKoth-
man was ghut up  immediately
and hardly uttered another
word for the balance of the ¢on-
vintion.

Orly a few resolyutions on nen-
controversial matiers were put
hefore the convention for diseus-
sion although some 160 wore ac-
cepted by the Resolotions Com-
rittoe. The rest were summarily
referred to the incoming General
Executive Board, The top lead-
ership would handle these mat-
torz as they had everything alse.

- However, the dizmal and e

and their meetings  dispersed,
they must be ready to defend
themselves against the assaults
of Hague's storm-treopers and
police, They must organize their
own labor guard.

The organized workers of New
Jersey today stand in the fromi-
line - trenches im the struggle
against reaction. They have a
duty to themselves and to the
rest of American labor to be in
the forefront of the fight against
Hagueism, A decisive wictory
over the Hudson County Hitler
will immeasurably heighten the
militant spirit of all workers
struggling against rising reac-
tion from coast to coast.
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Office Unibﬁ Sessién
Sterile Under Gag Rule

Stalinist Leadership Concentrates On Keeping
Opposition Silenced At Washington
Office Workers’ Session

pressive atmosphere of the con-
vention wps mot anrelieved. A
progressive Pprogram  was pre-
sented by the National Progres-
sive League of the U.LP.W. 4.,
even theugh its representatives
were denied seating and the pri-
vilege of the floor, through its
ergan “The Mational Progressive
Dffice Workers™ which was dis-
tributed to delegates against the
opposition of the Administration.
Richard Lewis, chairman of the
copvention arrangemsents com-
mitiee, ealled the mansger of
the hotel in which the convention
was held to eject distributors of
of the publication.

The League exposed the Sta-
linist raid on the San Franciseo.,
Loeal, the gag resolution in
Loeal 15, and proposed & con-
stitwtion giving local autonomy
and resolutions calling for:

Conerete Proposals

1. Unity of A.F. of L. and
C.1.0. without sacrificing the
principle of industrial unionizm.

2. Greater and more efficient
activity] in organmizing the un-
organized,

3. Democratic union structure
including representation of minor-
ities,

4. Striking a proper balance
betwesn rade union problems and
politicalr guestions that confront
the trade unicms.

5. Reduction of per capils tax
g0 that Locals would have suf-
ficient funds for organizationsl
work.

6. Expansion of the W.P.A,
program fo take care of all un-
ermnployed.

7, ODrganization of W.P.A.
white collar workevs into locals of
the U.O.P.W.A,, oblaining union
conditions for them, ofe.

8. Opposition to the annexation
of the union to the Communist
Party, by way of affilintion to
every stooge organization of the
Stalinigts,

The Mat. Progressivé League
huz represontation  inm loeals
throughout the country, includ-
ing Chicago, 5t. Louis, Boeston,
Cincinnati, Toledo, Fittshurgh,
Baltimore and San  Francisco.
The "N.P.L. program was sub-.
mitted to the Resolutions Com-
mittee which refused to present
it on the flosy of the convention.
A request for the floor by Ernest
Mortack s0 that he could present
the facts of the oulrageous San
Francisco situation was denied.

Kranis Opposed

The first and last sign of op-
position to the steam-roller oc-
curred in connection with the
nomination of Jack Kranis as a
vice-president and member of the
General Exceutive Board, Kramis
is a member of Industrial Insur-
anee Agentz Local 30, New York.
Bix of the ten delegates from
this local opposed the election of
Kranis on the ground that he
was practically unknown in either
the Local or International. They
proposed the election of Charles
Caplan who has taken a leading
part in the organization of the
Local. MNonethelesa Kramn was
elected, deovbtlezs on the one
gualification that really matter-
ed, i.e., membership in the Com-
munist Party.

The tragic rubber stamp cha-
racter of the convention onee
more confirmed the aims of the
Stalinists in the U.0.P.W.A.
and in every union cursed with
the blight of their control.
Minorities, however substantial
their numbers, are consistently
denied representation in the lead-
ing bodies of the union. Every
obstacle is placed in the path of
a8 minority member sesking par-
ticipation in the organizational
and general life of the wnion.

Mevertheless beneath the surs
face of complete Stalinist domi-
nation, important opposiktion
forces are developing. The revolt

in the Insurance Agents largest
section of the International, pre-
gages Iimportant developments in
the future, The formation of the
National Progressive League
with its paper gives the Progres-
sives an opporbunity to crystallize
the opposition that exists in the
ranks of the wnion and rally to
its support all thoze elements
working for the building of a

He-lp- Refuséd Ta DY""S
’ BabY, Miner Tells

Of Harlan

Additional testimony by union
miners and sympathizers, roveal=
ing the terror and intimidation
used against union members and
organizers by the owners of the
conl mines  of Harlam County,
last week econgluded the case
presented by the government in
the trial of 18 covporation and
dd individuals, charged with con-
gpiving to provent organization
of mine workers,

Developments  Iast week in-
cluded the arrest of two of the
defendants after they had at-
templed” to  intimidate govern-

They were Merle Middleton, a
third cousin of Theodore .
Middleton, former High Sherifi
of Harlan County, and Lee Hub-
bard, former deputy and pool-
Toom 0Whner.

Bosses Suoborn Perjury

Ernest Huff, voung coal miner
from Ages, Ky, was called into
Hubbard's poolvoom and taken
inte the backvoom to discuss
“particular business." The young
miner promptly  repovted the
brazen attempt to foree him to
recant  his testimony, and the
two men, already free on bail,
were arrested and chavged with
anbornation of perjury.

Another highlight of the case
for the prosecution was the story
of Boyd Isom, former machine

NEW EVIDENCE
IN FIGHT FOR
JAILED MINERS

{(Continued from page 1)
tion's trialqexhibiy photographs,
supposed to have been taken
from that window, gave & view
of the spot near a water birch
where the guards fell.

But a corrected survey of the
terrain invelved, made by Prof.
Pugsley, now reveals that the
trin] photographs were taken
from another point, some of them
G0 feet to one side of where they
should have been taken, and 30
feet above the proper level, Prof.
Pugsley’s findings were submit-
ted in affidavit form.

FProf. Bangson's sworn veport
diselosed that he had made cut-
tings of typical trees in the
“long and wide line” cited, and
other scientific tests, which show-
ed clearly that those frees were
of ample height and fullness n
May, 1931, to prévent any one
in the Smith-Kelly window from
zeeing the mine-guards.

Frior to todav's hesring the
defense had presented a mass of
evidence to show that the mine-
guards were killed when they
attacked n strike-picket line with
automatic rapid-fivre guns, One
unien miner, Carl Richmond, also
wiz killed im the battle, but no
one was ever prosecuted fov his

Union Card Costs Miner Life of Infant Son As :
Company Doctor Neglecls Child At Order il 7

ment witnesses during the trial. |

Mine Boss

operator for the Harlan Central &
Coal Company, who charged that 558
union membership had cost hio 758
the life of hiz infant son. '

Federal Judge 8. Church Ford &
roled against defense objection=g
and Isom was permitied to. ans-
wer Prosecutor Brien MéMahon's
question about what Harey Ben-
nett, superintendent of Harl
Central Coal and a defendant inSSs
the trial, had said to him-a fews
duys after the buriel of the IsomnEss
baby.

S
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Damning Testimony

“He said if I hadn't joined the;
union I'd got doctor’s treatmen
for my baby,” said the wi
in a loud, clear veice, .

Defense attorneys tried frant-S s
jcally to shake the witness' story, &58
and to prove that no persons
were réfused treatment by com
pany doctors. T know it was res
fused to me,” lsom mainta

Mext move of the defense, ags
they could see the cffect of this
testimony on the jurors, was tﬁ..i"
make o motion for a mistrial,
describing Isom's testimony
“inflammatory snd caleulated to
ingpive hatred in the jurors to<
ward the defendants.” This mo=
tiop was denied. y

The long procession of miners. oo
to the witness-stand found each
of them with his story of per- 05=
gecution, intimidation and ount- Er" 7
right vielence, coming from the = o8
bosses and their gunmen who 88
acted as deputy sheriffs, Supper- S
intendents and foremen had theit
own means of discouragin
workers from joining t.hc_‘unioﬁ

Tells of Discrimination -

Lincoln Lowe told how, when 58
he was straw boss for the
lan Central Coal Company,
mine foreman gave him a s'l!?ﬁ
with the names of four union:
men on it and told him to assign s
them to a place where the coall =88
was so thin that a miner could
not make a living. '

Carey Hood, a Clover Fork
miner, was assigned to a plag
where e would have to mowve 3
carloads of vock to get at
carload of coal. This assignme
was given to him after he test
fied against a former emple “
in Frankfort. g Lo 7

The defense, who were to be-
gin  the intesduction of  dirveck
evidence this week, hoave untilis
this time contented themaelves ™ &5
with attempts to blacken the
putations of the wiklness o,
Rather than attempt to refuls
the testimony concerning +the
terrovism practiced by the d
ferdanis, the attorneye for th
corporations charge the unionfo®
members with being  drunks Jai,_ o T
and with keeping disorder]¥S8
houses, £ e -

These frank appeals to the™
prejudices of the jurovs, larg'ﬁ]y:
farmers from the surroundi
country, are cxpected to be com
linoed thropghout the presents
tion of the case for the defemd-"

death.

ants, Wy

More Workers Killed A
Jamaica Strikes Spread

Iz

e

“The revolt of labor in the
Island of Jamaica against the
appalling conditions in the eolony
continues to spread in spite of
the violence with which it has
been met by the armed forces of
British imperialiam, The latest
strike wave began in Kingston
on May 23 and rvapidly extended
to ruval districts.

On May 31, new strikes were
reported in many parts of the
jsland. Banana workers on Unit-
¢d Fruit farms in the "Spanish
Town" arven struck for higher
wages. Strikers paraded at Mon-
tego Bay, Anotta Bay, and Port
Maria, virteally suspending busi-
ness in those regions,

Tritish Soldiers _Pah'u-'l

British soldiers, Island militia,
armed police and  volunteers
patrolled the strike areas with,
as the dispatch to the New York
Times moderately expressed it
“intimidation of woarkers at se-
varal places.”

healthy progressive office work-
K5 union.

On Jone 3, in a clash with
rural strikers in northern Jam-

aica, police’ killed four demwin-
strntors  and  wounded  AfET
Heavily armed reinforcememnts
were concentrated in the distriet.
Cane fields were fired on the
Tate and Lyle sugar estate of
St. Thomas Parish, where 1,400
laborers struck early in January.
The authorities, in moving f:
armed forees into the o
strike areas, at times. had
clear roads blocked by choppe
down telegvaph poles. i 8
The" acting governor of Ja
aien, In announcing a new ba
to-the-land - scheme . devised
the government in the hope
mitigating unemployment — 1l
unemployed  have  joined:
atrikers in many demonstratio
—stated it would not be put
effect until labor conditions
turned to “normal.” He
warned that the administration’
“would not tolerate lawlessne
and disorder.” -
Sinee May 1 ten workers he
boen killed and seoves injured
police attacks on unarmed croWds s
of strikers, i

SAN FRANCISCO—The Com-
munist Party in San Francisco
15 having a hard time cbeying
the injunction in the party's new
constitution forbidding its mem-
bers from having “secisl or . po-
litieal velations™ with Trotaky-
ists. The trouble is that the Sta-
linists either have to consort
with the Trotskyists or else stay
out of the anti-Faseizt fight al-
together. ‘ ; 3

Last week, as was reported,
) i .. L R 5

West Coast C. P. Has Hard
Time Obeying New Dictum

. X 'J-_'_-'.:I.- '

Stalinizsts and members of the
Socialist Workers Pavty and
Young People’s Socialist League
marched side by side i the de-
monstration  of protest against
the conventioh of the Nazi Bund
here.

To the great discomfiture of
the Stalinists, one 5.W.P.%er,
Alvin  Pastern, was arrested
along with three other demon-
strators, and the International

defend him in court with
others or else be exposed befg
the anti-Fascist German-Ame
can workers” erganizations wi
participated in the demonstrs
The case was dismissed. T

This week the Stalinists Wend
again Torced to vecognize
S.W.P., a=z part of the
Fascist movement. Their ¢ .
gates kept eloguently silent when
the Trotskyists were invited
participate in the anti-Nazi
mittes preparing for a

Labor Defense” attommey bad So!ta be b on

anti-Fascist conference sck '
ir . - I 1




