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SWP Rallies Held
To Protest Slum
Firetrap Menace

{Continued from page 1)

go rapidly thal 20 persons were
trapped on the top fleor of the

“building, the stairs having col-
-lapaed,

More Than a Score Hurt

There were more than 60 per-

- gons living in the house, of whom

pver a score were injuréd, Those
who escaped did so in their night
clothes, All belongings, furniture,
and clothing ware lost in the
fire.

The greatest tragedy occurred
when the 46-wear-old mother of
two children, Mrs, Esther Cohen,
died from suffocation. Her hus-
band, and their two children
were severely burned and taken
to hospital. Next day, the ld-year-
old boy died of the burps he had
suffered in the five,

Leonieally encugh, a family had
moved into this house of death
on Friday, the day before the
fire. They had not yet had time
to arrange their furpiture pro-
perly when they lost everything
in the flames, Thiz iz a rveswlt
of the LaGuardis policy of clos-
ing some condemned tenements
and forcing the {enants to move
into other ramshackle fire-traps.

Wave of Indignation

A preat wave of sorrow amd
indignation swept through the
workmg class of the East Side
as a result of this Llragedy.
Hundreds stood avound all day
lohg watching the charred ruins,

On the evening of the five, the
S WP, and the Y.P.5.L.
branches distributed a leaflet
calling for action and placing the
blame where it belonged—at City
Hall. A mass protest rally was
held that might wnder 5.W.PF.
auspices at the scene of the five.
A program of action and & serics
of demands were presented which
were eaperly  aecepled by the
hundreds of assembled workers,
Liberal money contributions were
made by the workers for the con-
tinuetion of the campaign.

On Senday night, a =zecond
large strect rally was held. Pe-
titions were presented demand-
ing immediate action on the fol-
lowing: “That all families living
in old law tenements be imume-
diately moved into " safe and
ganitary homes, That the cost of
moving be borne by the ecity.
That these families shall not pay
any increase inm rent. That all
the old law tenements be closed
up and demolished."

500 Signed Petition

Some 500 signatures to the pe-
titions  were obtained on this
same night. Dozens of workers
took petition forms to civculate
among  their neighbors., When
some  Stalinistz  began  wvelling
*Fascist-Trotskyists” and simil-
ar epithets, the workers came to
defense of the 5. W.P.'ers and
demanded that the C.P. put up
or shut up.

The Stalinists were unable ta
take up the izsue of the slums
militantly because the Anger of
blame pointed clearly to the fire-
trap LaGuardia administration,
The C.FP. attempted fivst to re-
surrect  the Stalinist  skeletown,
the Tenants’ Unien, which had
been - dead for two vears, But
the speed and milibancy of the
S.W.P, action and its eager aec-
ceptance by the workers foreed
the Stalinists to expose their
hand, The Tenants’ Union oblig-

< ingly closed its meeting on Sun-

day afternoon, yvielding the plag-
form to C.I'. The Stalinists

foamed and velled about Trots- |

kyist dizruption and jssued a
petition which ealled wpon the
Constitutional Convention in Al-
bany to amend the M.Y. State
Constitution so as to provide for
i better housing program.

Stalinist Action

No program of immediate de-
mands was included; no call to
action. Just an attempt to kill
the housing issue by placing the
golution of the preblem in the
hands of those wery politicians
of the Democratic, Republican,
and Ameriean Labor paviies who
are responsible for the present
conditions.

At the funcral of Mrs. Cohen,

. held on Monday morning, thous-

ands of workers swarmed into
the streets in a spontanecus fare-
well demenstration to the moartyr
of capitalist greed.

The 5. W. P. and Y. P. & L.
branches called an indoor mass
meeting for last Tuesday, invit-
ing speakers from the Waorkers
Alliance, Local 15 This wnited
front will be extended to all

other working class organizations
in the neighboroed.

A mass demonstration amd
pieket line in front of City Hall
to present the petitions to La-
Guardia and demand action is
being; planned,

Alliance Progressives
Seek Militant Program

(Continued from page 1)

unemployed persons, ong hundred
and thirty men, women and
children, conducted a “"sit-in™ at
the MNon-Zettlement Bureauy of
the Welfare Department, ac 376
Lafayette Street, last week.

While members of Loeal 4, of
the W.A., picketed the Single
Men's Bureau at 532 W. 38 3t,
demanding an end of the present
policy of the Welfare Depart-
ment in orejecting from the re-
lief roles as many single meon as
they could get away with, Charles
Movreil, whoe, for two months
desperately attempted to get on
home velief, was carried away in
an ambulance, a victim of ~labor
Mayor”™ LaGuardia®s starvation
policy.

“(rive wg adequaite relief, not
hospitalization,” the pickets
shouted as Messrs, LaBelln and
Backer, relief administrators at
the 58 Street Bureau, and the
police, whom they called in, look-
ed on apathetically.

Council Meeting

The decision for a cily-wide
Yeit<in”™  at all relief burecaus
against the present "chiseling
campaign of the Welfare Depare-
ment and for a 40 per cemt in-
crease in relief, long  overdue,
came at a meeting of the W.A.
Delegates Council, last  week,
“Sit-ins” will be staged in nine
bureaus on June 14, eulminating
in “sit-ins” at all bureans by
June 20, according to the plan
of a strategy commitbee. |

Willimm Sherman, a leading |
progressive militant  and dele-
gate from Local 4, proposed al
strategy commitiee of 15 in plucel
of the Stalinist motion for a)
committee of T. With the wvote
going into a 2323 tie, with many
Stalinist “fellow-travellers”™ vot-
in® for the Zherman substitule,
Jerry Benton, Stalinist hewd of
the Unemployed Division of the
W.A. who presided, cast the de-
eiding vote in favor of the smal-
ler hand-picked committee.

Last Year's Sell-Out

‘It will be vecalied Lhat last
year, a Stalinist strategy com-
mittee, after rescking a “com-
promise” with Mayor LaGuardia
and his lackeys, called off » city-
wide “sit-in” afteg less than 10
hours of eccupation of the city's
bureaps, conteary to the expres-
gsed sentiments veiced by the
Allinnee rank and file. A larger
committes, with progressive mi-
litants on it, would perhaps
stotch another such betrayal on
the part of :he Stalinist leader-
ship.

“The Progressives will fight in
this sit-gn for a veal militant
program of action,” delegate
Sherman, speaking for the other
progressive  militant  delegates,
told the Stalinist leaders,

It seems that the Grimm Com-
mittee’s report, which last wyeat
revealed that rvelief expenditures
are 40 por cont inadequate, has
been filed away f-ll:r posterity |
by that " progressive” of nm'_'.'mE
our “Little Flower” Laﬁuurtli-ﬂ.
In addition to the main slogan |
for a 40 per cent incresse in re- |
ligf, the fellowing demands will | &
be raised at the city-wide “sit-
in™:

Jobs for all who cam work
(“at trade union wages,” add
Alliance militants);

Elminationn of red - tape
whercin clients are compelled
to wait weeks and monlhs on
ehd while heing “investigated”
to starvation;

Far 24 howrs" sorvice o

emergency cases and 72 hours
o Fegular cages:

For the setting up of an
CAppeals Boarvd (o "adjust” re-
jected reliel applications; and

Adeguate medical care for
all who need it.

The Welfare Deparvtment has
been ejecting applications  on
the gprounds that they “will soon
be getting Social Secuvity, and
can therefove hold ot just a lik-
tle Jonger” It compels young
people who have been foreed to
break with their families, in des-
perate egonomic plight, to sue
their pavents in court for sup-
perk.

Militarcy Alone Can Win

“This vicious treatment of the
unemployed, both voung and old,
must be stapped mmediately,” a
spokesman  for the Progressive
Group in the Alliance declaved.
"Ewvery possible support must be
given to the unemploved in these
coming  Csit-ins.”  All militant
progressives in the labor move-
ment must cooperate in burning
this action into a victory for the

unemployved, and nobt for the
politicians of all stripes, those
on the inside and those who

hover over the labor movement
like wultures, No back - door
double-dealing by the Stalinist
leaders can eliminate these in-
tolerable practices on the part
of the Welfare Depavtment. Only
militant motion on the pavt of
the unemployed, - together with
their only genuine allies, the ewm-
phﬂﬂ. wm"km will win any real

Because Mrs. Elisa Gutierres,
a 3-yvear-old home relief client,
defended hersell against the de-
grading atititlode taken by hey
relief investigator, Mrs. lda Mae
Snyder, she has been charged
with simple “assault” and sub-
sequently held in the Court of
Special Sessions, in $500 bail,
although  according to  Mrs,
Gutierrez, it was Mrs. Snyder who
slapped her,

It seemes that investigators can
bulldeze the vmemployed without
merey o let-up, but when the
unemployed strike back, imme-
digtely there iz a hoe and ery
set up by Belief Commissioner
Hudsen and the city's official-
dom. “Official™ interest and
much publicity has been given
Mrs. Snyder's wversion of the
story, wherein she claims that
Mrs, Guticrrez "struck™ her.

Fire-Trap Deaths

Coming on the heels of a lower
East Swude old-law tenement fve
at Houston Street and Avenuc B,
in which four were killed and
seven  others injured, another
fire broke out at 137 Rivington
Street, near Avenue B, adjoining
the East Side Labor Center, head-
quarters of the neighborhood
8. W.P. and Local 15, W. A, —
driving members and friends of
the W.A. Progressive Group,
whoe were attending its second
annual dance there, to the street
—early Inst Sunday morning.

Only a short time before, mem-
bers of the 5.W.P, and Y.P.5.L.
had returned to the Labor Center,
after holding an open air protest
meeting near the scene of the
earlicy five, where maintenance
of old law tenements was al-
tacked.

Militant Slogans Unwelcome

At a demonstration, a weok
ago, in front of H02 Broadway,
central offices  of the Wolfare
Department, move Lthan 50 mem-
bhers of the ¥Y.P.5.L. (4th In-
termational)  shouted such milit-
ant slogans as: "All war funds
to the unemployed,” and “Schools,
Mot battleships.” The Stalinist
leaderzhip of the W.A., which
sponsored  the  demonstration,
took exception to these slogans
and even attempied wviolence on
the Yipsels,

In spite of atlempls to snatch
gigns away from the young mi-
litants, and push them, with the
aid of the police, ont of the
picket-line, the Yipsels held
their ranks. Many Stalinist rank
and filers took up the militant
aglogans and shouted them along
with the Yipsels, much fo the
chagrin of the Stalinist "cheer
leaders,”

“All progressive Loeals must
rally their entire membership
for the most effective action,
when the sit-ins take place. It
is during these sit<ins that the
unemployed have an opportunity
to learn at first hand the lessong
of progressive policy and milit-
ant action as against those of
collaboration with the city of-
ficials,” Rhoda Pearson, secretary
of the Progressive Group in the
W.A. said, in urging the widest
support for the coming city-wide
git-ins,

Akron Defense
Organ Created

Recent Battle On Picket
Line Was Stimulant
_ For Action

AKROMN, Ohio, — While nego-
Liations. at Goodyear apparently
remained deadlocked this week,
the United Labor Defense Com-
mittee composed of represent-
atives from the C. 1. 0. and
A.F. of L. unions voted to con-
tinue its work on @ permanent
basis.

The need for protecting the
union’s vights of picketing, and
puarding  the civil liberties of
labor was given as the reason
for the perpetuation of the com-
mittee which plaved such an im-
portant role in the vecent Good-
vear strike.

Meanwhile, city officials were
harrassed by damage claimsz filed
by unionists and bystanders who
were injured in the vicious police
attack on the peaceful Goodwear
picket line two weeks ago.

The executive board of the
United Rubber Woarkers of Ame-
vica, holding its quarterly meet-
ing in Akron, announced plans
for an extension of the nation-
wide organizing drive, and again
recorded  itzelf apainst  “un-
authorized stoppage of work,
The latter action was pactly a
reaction to the pressure placed
onn the U.E.W. A, following the
Goodyear strike, and also was
interpreted as a flank attack on
the progressive leadership head-
mg Goodrich Local, sinee this
unien won its contract following
a so-called “unsuthorized stop-
page” which was twmned into o
suceeasful strike.
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By CARL ("SHEA

MINNEAPOLIS — As the
moeunting economic decline throws
new millionz of unemployed into
the strecks, a new upsurge in
organization of the jobless is
seen in Americs. The progres-
sive trade unions and the move
militant unemployed orpanizations
are probing for the best means
of grappling with their prob-
lemsz, In their search, they tend
to look to the labor leaders who
are best handling the interests
of the unemployed and of the
union movement., Each dav, in a
growing strdam, ‘inguiries flow
inte the Federal Workers Bec-
tion of General Drivers Union
Local ~ B44, Minneapolis,
has won a national reputation
for its intelligent handling of
the problems of the unemployed
worker. )

" Owigin of the F.W.5,

The Federal Workers Section
waus formed in 1335 out of the
Minneapelis Central Council of
Workers, the unemployed group-
ing that arese in the great driv-
ers' sirikes of 1984. The F.W.5.
pionesred in linking up the un-
employed to the trade union
movement -and the F.W.S. has
been able to win fruitful victo-
ries, one doy for the unemploy-
ed, another day for a striking
union,

The F.W.E. has its own office
in the Minneapolis Drivers Hall.
It is represented on the board of
Local G44. It is financially sup-
ported by many unions.
a permanent staff of organizers,
grievance men, ete., working
under centralized direction. It
makes no  distinction betweon
W.P.A., workers and relief
clients, embracing both cabego-
ries. To the wnions, it gives
great aid in sirikes by furnish-
ing pickets and getting relief for
sbrikers.

Altempis To Unite With W, ALA.

The F.W.5. is not a part of
the Workervs Alliance. Two at-
templs have been made here to
unify the movement. In the
winter of 1937, when the last at-
tempt was made, David Lasser
demanded as the price of adrwis-
sion  to the Workers Alliance
that the Federal Workers Sec-
tion sever its velations with
Local 544 and the Minneapolis
union movement. On such terms
unity  was  Impossible, & “¥kep
backwaid,

Delegates Walk
Out On LN.P.L.

Sessions In Ohio

Refuse To Accept Rule
Barring 15 Steel
Lodge Men

YOUNGSTOWN, Ohio, — The
Mahoning County eonvention of
Labor's Non - Partizan Leagut
held in Youngatown, Satoeday,
May 25, broke up when the chaiv-
man, a Stalinist stooge bureau-

i eratically ruled that no organiza-

tion could have more than fve
votes at the convention.

This ruling, had it been accept-
cd world have disfranelised about
15  delegates from  two  zteel
lodges, and left the convention
in the hands of the Stalinists,
whe had a considerable nomber
of delegates from their paper-
organisations,

Ruling Challenged

The delegates from the steel
kedges challenged this ruling, but
the chamwman refused to recog-
niz¢ the challenge and thereapon
these delegates walked oub of
the convention, usking all sincere
delegates to do likewise. The
copvention adjourned at  this
point, but zinee the steel lodges
intend to protest the action of
the chairman to the siate ex-
ecutive committes, 1t will proba-
bly recomvene as soon as a rul-
ing is handed down.

The L. N.P. L. state constitn
tion provides that affiliated or-
ganizations shall have one dele-
gate at conwventions, and an -ad-
ditional delegate for every one
hundred members or major frac-
tion, and that no delegate shall
have more than one wote, The
chairman ruled that thizs seetion
meant that nwo organization could
have more than five voting dele-
gates, and in spite of all argu-
ment to the contrary refused to
recopnize the other voling dele-
gates of the steel workers, All
Communist Party stooges
supported him in this obvisusly
ridiculous ruling.

This experience was certainly
an object leszon in the kind of
“democrsey” that the Stalinists
want, and when the convention
veconvenes the C. P, will be
shown up for the brue” bureau-
crats and disrupters that they
are, Rule or ruin is their poiicy.
The progressive labor movement
in this ares has been placed on

‘ ﬁlﬁ and is determined to pre-
1::.

n:r nthmpt? to’ r-ap-ém ﬂus

which |

It has

]

159 to $1L3.50 monthly.

F.WLE, leaders are convineod
that the velief erizes, the hunger
and want existing in many lavge
cities today, ave due to the rollen
Peaple's Front line of the Waork-
ers Alliance. The Stalinist death-
grip on the W.A A, makes it
Enpmsibiu for unemployved to

nckle down to the task of build-
ing strong and mililant wrem-
ploved organizations capable of
foreing the state and the author-
ities to concede relief, Instead,

Local 544 Leads In Battling For
Unemployed In Minneapolis

energies of the unemployed are
dissipated in  perfectly useless
parades to Whshington, intér-
minable conferences with “labor”
mayors, eld.
Relief in Minneapolis

Facts and figures. Due to the
support of the trade amon move-
ment to the WS, the following
supplementary aid budget {which
has been in effect here since last
Kovember 15) was renewed May
15th of this yenr:

Budget to be used for compuling Supplements to W.P.A. earnings

in effect from May 135,

1938 to ‘October 15, 1938

Hize &

of Family 1 ] 3 4 b G 1
Groceries $11,50 $18.40 $24.30  $30.90 $38.00 $44.10 $49.80
Milk 1.40 220 2 00 .70 4,60 5.30 .00
* Rent OG.00 1G.00 1800 1800 20,00 .00 2300
(ias 1.50 2.00 200 2.00 2,50 2,50 2 B
Electric 1.25 1,540 L.50 1L.76 1.75 200 &00
Iee 200 2.0H) EA00 204 .00 2.0 2.00
Clathing .00 6, (1) a0 12,040 15,0400 1500 21.00
Inetd, -, 5ilb b00 5.5 GO0 .50 7.0 .50

Totals $34.15 $53.10 36520 £76.35 F90.85 3101.40 511560

S

of Femily 8 ] i0 11 12 13
Groceries 35750 56600 37430 £77.80 S36.60 $94.20
Itilk 7.0 .00 840 B0 10D 1130
=Rent 2200 2400 2400 2600 2600 26.00
{ias 2,540 a00 a.00 350 &.50 8.0
Electric 2.0 .00 a 50 a5m 2:50 2.50
Iee 3.00 3.0 4.00 4.00 ER £, 0
Clothing 2400  2T.048r 30,00 FR.00  36.00 23900
Ineid. .00 2.50 a.00 9.5 140,00 10,540

Totals 312600 $142.40 $155.70 $155.70 $179.00 $191.00

*Hent—~for rent plus heat add
for rent plus light add
for rent plus light and

gas  allowance.
for remt plus light, pas

Through this budget the live
ing standards of W.ILA, workers
are raized appreciably, Example:
In a family of five, a W.P.A,
worker i3 wovking on g 260,50
job, His family will receive each
moenth 330,35 supplementary aid.

In the winter season, the ice
allowance i replaced by an al-
lowanee for coal, ranging from

I¥ireet Relief

Direct  relief tn Minneapolis
was ahowt 8 to 10 per cent higher
than direct velief in New York
City before LaGuardia's 10 per
cent cut last fall. The percentage
in favor of Minnecapolis is of
courags now higher, From New
York’s “labor mayor,” the un.
employed drew a cut. The F.W.S.
backed by the Minneapolis
unions, forced through the sup-
plementary budget.

Whereas in many eities W.PA,
workers work 110 howrs at 5he
hourly, and in some mstances
veceive lesa than $60.00 monthly,
in Minneapolis the W.P.A. work-
ers work only 58 howrs at G3%c
hourly for common labor.

Close Check Kepl .

The F.W.B, keeps up & con-
stant pressure on the W,P.A, ad-
ministration, the welfare boards,
ate. Many W, P.A. workers arve
constantly being reclassified into
higher wage brackets by F.W.S,
pressure, if they perform any
tasks but commen labor.

Example: A W.P.A. worker jis
doing common labor, He is ask-
ed by this foreman to do zome
gemi-skilled job. Through F.W.5.
presgure on W.FP.A ., the work-
er either wets an inerensced hoor-
ly rvate, or he refuses to work at
the new job.  In most cases, he
geta the incrensed wage rate.

Present Demands

Each W.P.A. project has a
FW.5, steward. The stewards
meet every Wednesday mnight to

digcuss  their problems and lay
out plans for the future. General
membership meetings ave held |
the second Friday in each month.
Special membership ﬂ,eer,m;::s are
held on eall.

On Wednesday night, May 25,
the lust special  membership
meeting was held in the great
Drivers Hall Auditovium, Lead-
ers from all sections of the Min-
neapolis  labor  movemeni—~ihe

$4.50 per month,
one-half of lipht allowance.
gas, add one-half of light and

and heat, add one-hall allowanee

for light gas and heat.

in support of the latest demand
of the F.W.5.: To increase the
stale quota of W.P.A. jobs from
GO000 to 120,000, Pressure is
being  brought to bear on the
FarmersLabor representatives in
Congresg; on the WAL adiminis-
teation, ete,

The F.W.5. Is also sceking to
get for Minnesota some of the
housing funds allotted by Con-
Eress,

Demands ave being pressed on
Governor Bensen to enll & spe-
cial mession of the state legizla-
ture Lo 2ot up a State Housing
Authority.

F.W.5, Effectiveness

A week ago n Minneapolis boss
paper said editorially: “There is
only one possible answer to com-
plaints  raised in communities
like Chicago and Cleveland, now
rummning into grave difficulties in
taking care of velief clients, that
‘we cannot keep on payving fov
relief.

“That answer is, ‘You've got
to keep on paying for rvelief...’

“What many- people forget
who Dbemecan the high cost of
earing for the unemployed is that
velief and W.P.A ., ameng other
thingz, are a form of insurance
against first-class trouble on a
wide seale . . . insurance against
widespread disturbance ammed at
the status quo... The  veljf
policy continges to be the coun-
iry’'s best safeguard against sob-
versive action against our form
of society and governmenk.”

A Lesson For Labor

Az the Northwest Organizer
answoered, also editovially: "It is
by no means accidental that this
unusually frank statement ap-
pearved in a Minneapolis paper.
For in this city the unemployed
have as their spokesman the
Federal Workers Section of 5Hdd.
Here unemploved and empleyed
are closely knit together. The
full power of organized labor is
thrown into the fight for W.FP.A.
jobs and unemployment  velief.
As a resulty relief standards ave
high and are kept high by the
vigilant work of the F.W.5,
backed by all labor...

“And this fact points the voad
to securing W.F.A. jobs and
relief for those who need it and
are not getbting it, and Lo secur-
ing =lill Wigher standavds of liv-
ing for W.PRA, and relief work-

Ingertlons in this columnp mre 25
cents for five lines. Copy must b
in at the APPEAL office before aix
peleck Monday evening.

NEW YORK

YPEL ORGANIZERS MEETING

MEETING OF ALL YPSIL CIR-
CLE and fraction ovganizers
this Saturday at I p.m. sharp
at District Office.

- p—— i

AFFAIR EXTRAORDINARY'
Supperette for our new head-
quarters in Willinmsburg, FEat,
sing, dance, and play, all for
39 cents. June 11 at Comrade
Ruth Zeitlin's, 450 Gates Ave.,
Erooklyn. Eighth Avenue sub-
way to Nostrand Awvenue.

CAMP SEVEN OAKS, Eaton-
town, N. J. Excellent swim-
mmi pool and- tennis - court.

T . N
'..TI_ '--p__._..q,..,-i---..;,.r - .-':ll'

Capacily ,25.. Good food snd |

i 4 L

Building Trades Council, the |evs. More and better organiza-
Teamsters Joint  Council, the |tion.  More militancy and deter-
Central Labor Union, ete.—ad- |mination that the Imsns OWE us
dressed the meeting,  All spoke lall a living.
e S — —— S —
A housing. - No téents, no mos-
ANNGUNCEPJENTS f[l.litﬂ'ﬂ,EFH.L‘E 80 cents to Red
Ivank. Inguire phone Bryant

9.7620 fovr irain  seheduoles.
June vates, daily $2.50, weekly,
§15.00.

ATTEKTION I"-EE.W YORK !
Winners of the "Build the So-
cialist Appeal Contest” were
Fred Larin, Edith Kirkman,
and M, Leppold, Will these
comrades please  call at the
City Office and see Abe Millev
to collect thenr prizes.

T WANT ADS

SINGLE ROOM for yent om
Riverside Dvive, near 125th
5t Very Reasonable, See 3.
Stanley at City Headguarters
for Detadls,

GIRL wants to share atteactive
two-room  apt.;  privacy; in
Asgtoria, 15 min. from Times

| Bquare; radie; small library;

Em’hhl‘isl

. P A e T,

Workers BooEmployers’

\Plea For ‘Cooperation’

Bridges Praised for Smashing Picket Lines At
San Francisco Meeting; Audience
Shows Distinct Class ‘Bias’

SAN FRANCISCO. — Harry
Bridgea, West Coast C.LI.0.
divector, met here  in oan open
meeting last woeek at "the Civie
Center with the Committee of
43, & group of leading San Fran-
cizeo industrinlists, in an effort
to cstablish “industrial peace.”

Heralded as o “Town Meeting”
where problems cowld be thrashs
ed omt and the class struggle
smoothed  over amicably, this
gathering was attended by 11,-
M0 workers amd business men.
While, of course, no real solution
was reached, a number of im-
povtant commitments were made
by both groups. The workers
present indigated by their ap-
plavse and boos just how well
their class instinets were work-
ing.

Cash Box Ideology

Speaking for the bosses,
Raoger Lapham, shipowner, dis-
played the complete bankruptey
of the capitalist class when ask-
ed if all the good will he was
expressing meant he would not
tiy Lo drive down wages ar
worsen working conditions, He
said that depends on what comes
of this present depression.
“After all therc is that old cash
box. And there has pot to go
into that cash till a little maore
than ean be taken out.”

Instead of answering that if
they eannot opecate industry at
a profit and feed the people they
should get out of the way and
let the workers do it, Bridges
replied, “we know there is a
ceiling to wages."”

“We don't want strikes,” he
continued, "if there 18 any way
we can el o sguave deal.” Brid-
ges added that it might be well
if the bosses came b0 a few
union meetings to present their
case, that Lapham and the other
employvers “might find them (the
workers) wmch tougher to dead
with  than possibly their offi-
cials,”

Loud laughter from the work-
er-filled balcomes grected efforts
of the emplover{spokesmen to
appear i the vole of humanitar-
jans and public servants. When
one of these declared “we too
understand the suffering cuused

by depressions,” his” words were
drowned in & spontanecus boo
which the C.I.0. officials tried
to hush,

Bridges Talks Left

A high-light in the dizscussion
was the gquestion of sympathy
steike action in “violation” of
conbracts. In defending this right,
Bridpez put himself on record for
the coming struggle 9n Septem-
ber when he declared that if the
segmen were forced into strike
wetion at any time the Interna-
tional Longshoremen and Ware-
housemen’s Union would be fore-
ed to support them on the picket
line. This declaration met with
wild applause.

A few minutes later, however,
as he was summing up in his
best peace amd light manner,
Lapham while deploring this
attitude, turned to Bridges and
gaid: “In all fairness [ must ad-
mit that Mr, Bridges did live up
to his contract by geing through
the picket lines set up by the
saflors recently.” Thiz reference
to Bridges' attack on the picket
limes set up by the Sailors Union
of the Pacific to enforee their
contract with the Shepard line,
met with a cold response from
the auwdHence. Even the business
men had the good sense to Te-
alize that applagse would not be
in viry pood taste when o boss
has just congratulated one of his
agents publicly for union-wreck-
ing efforts.

Call For Unity

A leaflet put out by the Sos
cialist Workevs Party exposing
the real purpose of the “Town
Meeting” and calling on  the
workers in both C. [. O, amd
AF.L. unions to form a united
front against the bosses pnd re-
pudiate this united front between
the latter and a section of the
workers, was well veeelved Ty
the andience, The mamner in
which the workers conducted
themselves at the mecling gave
ample proof that they will take
at face wvalue Bridpes' atfiacks
on the bosses and will sooner or
later reject hiz efforts to tie

ther exploiters,

Vote To

SAN FRANCISCO—Confront-
ed with the altermative of sub-
mitting to bureaweratic witimat-
um or fighting for their demo-
cratic vights, the organized ware-
house office workers of San Fran-
cisco chose thHe latter, as last
week they voted, 95 to 5, to leave
the C.I.0. and affiliate with the
AF, of L,

This aetion came az the General
Executive Committee of the
United Office and Professional
Waorkers of America acceded to
the demands of Harry Bridges,
West Coast C.1.0. director, that
Loca! 34 be disbanded and placed

S.F.Warehouse Workers
Quit C.1.0.

under control of the International
Longshoremen and Warehouse-
men's Union and the local G.LO.
Couneil.

The Warehouse Division, which
under the order would be placed
directly under Bridges' domina-
tiom, is the real base of the union
and iz the only division that has
aobtained contracts for its mem-
bers. More  imporvtant, from
Bridges' point of view, it.is from,
thiz sestion of the unien that
the progressives have obtained
theiy support and have succeeded
in throwing out of office the Sta-

limist officials,

Aprpeal |

National Appeal Campaign:
The drive is on and it has a gooed
sturt, too, as this week's list of
subs proves! All campaign mat-
crial i3 in the mail and on its
way to branch litcratuve agenls.
July 1 is the officfal starting
date, but theére should be plonty
of local compaigns under way by
that time. If vou doubt the value
of a local campaign, just look
at the results that Minneapolis
haz been petting!

Here's the list for the week,
with Minneapolis not only keep-
ing up itz fine showing of the
past weeks but getting belter
and better:

MINNEAPOLIS ...
MNew York City ..o.evewe
Montana .o
St Pauwl ..
Newark

Chicago

Texas [
Pennsylvania ... ... ...
Washington, I G, ..
Ot

B |
10

e al L

army

Miseellaneous .
....... a4
Jack Kane of Torents has in-
creased his bundle order by six,
while Fred Walker of Portland,
Oregon, haz opened up a new
aecount with 10.... 5t Paul and
Montana J{(due to the fine work
of Jahn Boulds) moved up among
the leaders this weck.... John
writes us: “1 have word from
octher parts of the siate that the
workers ave putting their ok, on
the Socialist Appeal ..." MNew
York City is lagging way be-
hind and dropping into the minor
leagues. ... Abe Miller soys all
his shars are going on a sit-

subs. . ...
. o

We want to hear from all
literature agents just as soom ns
they've received campaign mabe-
risi and have drawn up plans for
action. Let us know what you're

doing to raige the circulation of

-
Socialist Appeal
116 University Place

New York City
I enclose §..........
Socialist Appeal.
(%1.00).
Tenclose §............

$10 mo.; write E. Kimmel, n;n
Appeal. ;

for which please send me the |
One year—($2.00); Six Months—

building the Socialist Appeal.
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themt to the apron strings of -

down strike against getting new '

the Appeal to the 10,000 mark. =




