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-Gerson, Meet Gersnn'

Thm is by way of an invitation to Ei-

- mon W. Gerson, a member of Browder's

Communist Party who not long ago se-
cured, and still holds, a comfortable posi-
tion as assistant to Borough President
v Stanley Isancs of Manhattan. We invite
the Gerson of 1938, an adept in erooning
“The Star Spangled Banner,” to meet
the Gerson of 1936.

In 1936—so long ago that he may pos-

* gibly have forgotten it—Gerson thought,

or pretended to think, very little of ex-
radicals who became pensioners of the
LaGuardia Fusion administration. In fact
they made Gerson highly indignant.
Thus in the Daily Worker of May 10
in that year of grace, when Gerson and
his friends still fancied themselves as

...;:.-e.’ “Reds” (at any rate, “pinks”) we find
!_,':;:'”:

LI

in his column, “Civie Virtue":
“This is a column about has-beens—

-

. has-been radicals now occupying posts

in the LaGuardia administration. They're
‘& rather sad lof, these radicals who have
of the political fleshpots and
found them sweet. Many know better
and frequently feel uncomfortable. The
social conscience iz willing, but the flesh
iz weak. Most of them try to justify
their present situations to themselves
with all sorts of quaint theories.”
Assuming Gerson to have been sin-
ecare—which in the light of his subse-
guent record we would hardly be en-

. titled to do—Gerson did not think much
8% . of the La Guardia administration in
. those days. He thought still less of the
“ . has-been radicals serving it and “going

L alung" with measures such ag the sales

o tax and the beating of unemp]u:,reﬂ de-
. monstrators.

“Such social conscience as they have
~ left,” he declared, “dictates that they cry
‘out against these things. In his heart of
- hearts your ex-radieal in the administra-
tion knows that were he not a La Guar-
-~ dia Jnhhulﬂer he'd be protesting these
infamies."”

We do not for a moment suppose “so-

" cial conscience” is troubling Gerszon any

:'r_:.j

more than it did the has-been radicals
about whom Gerson wrote so feelingly
two vears ago. Having himself tasted
_the political fleshpots and found them

r, 5~ gweet, he feels constrained to silence re-

garding the present-day infamies of the
LaGuardia administration, justifying his
-position with all those “guaint theories”
summed up in People's (pardon—Demo-
cratic!) Frontism.

We introduce the Gerson of 1938

to the Gerson of 1936, If a Stalinist is
still able to feel embarrazement, the face
of the 1938 Gerson muat be awfully red.
Beg pardon—yellow!

Reorganization Bill

After passage by the narrow margin

of 49-42 in the Senate, the debate over
the Dbitterly-contested Reorganization
Bill has been transferred to the House
of Representatives, Present indications
are that it will carry the House in an
amended and modified form, and be
sent to conference within the next few
days.

The fight over the Reorganization
Bill has stepped far beyond the hallz of
Congress. Spurred on by raging editori-
als and stormy radio demagogy, a flood
of telegrams, letiers, petitions, delega-
tions iz swamping Washington. All the
mirhty pressure, ‘direct and indirect, of
the Administration is being marshalled
against the opposition.

Nothing in the bill itself can explain
the passions which have been aroused
over it. Its recommendations, particu-
larly in their now amended form, have
heen commonplacez in Washington for
a decade. Hoover, especially, advocated
them both while a cabinet officer and
while president: a fact which is now
causing him not a little embarrassment.

It iz true that the bill, under the guise
of efficiency and coordination, increases
the concentration of power in the hands
of the executive, thus exhibiting the uni-
verzal tendency of bourgeois democracy
in its days of decay and breakdown. It
is this which justifies the negative votes

: of the two Farmer-Labor senators.

Iromically enough, however, the out-
standing proposal of the bill—elimina-
tion of the comptroller-general, and sub-
stitution of an auditor-general who
would be an officer of Congress—on
the whole increases rather than lessens
the control of Congressz over expendi-
tures,

But, in any case, it is not the organiz-
ational measures in the bill which are in
reality the focus of the fight. As always
in crucial political issues, questions of
organization are subordinated to under-
lying political interests.

The problem is not whether to “or-
ganize efficiently,” but, who is to do the
organizing, and for what?

The fight here thus takes its place as
a further development of the contest
over the court bill last spring, over the
wages and hours bill in the special ses-
sion, and over the anti-lynching bill both
in the special session and in January.

As in the other contests, the New Deal
forces are aligned against a coalition of
most of the Republicans plus the right-
wing , chiefly the southern, Democrats.
The struggle over each succeeding issue
hardens the coalition, and drives the
wedge ever deeper between the two
ETOups.

As has been repeat-edly stressed in
these columns, this development is the
most momentous in American politics of
the past eighty years. It would be ab-
surd to become lost in the abstract me-
rits of specifie bills under consideration.
We are witnessing the dissolution of
the traditional capitalist party line-ups.
The process has now gone so far that
nothing short of the outbreak or imme-
diate threat of war—and perhaps not
even that—ean stop it from maturing
before the next presidential election.

Roosevelt Trimming Sails

“In Mexican Oil Struggle

dangered by an ineautious or
violent move. Morcover, the Ame-
rican oil investments are mastly
of ancient date, long sinee re-
paid by fabulous profits.

British Are Losers

B 2
by # - (Continued from page 1)
I_:‘-I-: I_h'_
tionaries of- the State Depart-
- ment, who originally intended to
.': . woeconfine themselves for the pre-
Ia“ .}“j sent to mere economic reprisals,
i were ﬂ'lghtened by the perspect-
o ive of “unwanted consequences. .
‘_"i * rupture of diplomatic mlatmns,
_;— . énti-American. ... warlike mea-
S Cpures, eivil |1I:|'Lt'n‘.rr which “might
'L have impaired. American rela-
="-"_l_. “%ions with other Latin American
; 'J_L  “gountries. ... undoing.... pa-
-"." . tient effort.... in developing the

md neighhnr policy.”
At a pace unforeseen by the

. _ State Department, there arosze
’-: danger of violent collisions,
- responsibility  for  which

_':" : would have fallen, directly and
B "“" ill the eyes of the whole waorld,
: upon the New Deal government.

Cardenas’ Note

--'i  Cardenas’ note to Hull prov-
i i.llu unmistakable clarification in
;'_ﬁ" this respect. He said:
-..'.-.~' “The Mexican MNation has liv-
* " ud in these last few days through
'-i}:q, moments of trial in which it did
“not know whether it would have
_to give rein to its patriotic feel-
f-" inge or to applaud an act of
justice of the neighboring coun-
-:*:. try rq:imenta& by your Exeel-
e -Induﬂ, the newspapers report-
_&d the day after the presentation
of Hull's provocative note that

detachments of organized work-
ers throughout the country were
being armed and trained by army
officers. On the other hand, the
oil companies, preparing for
their holy war, were busily at
work disrupting the workers'
ranks, and arming the fascist
reaction.

Cardenns Was Willing

Cardenas was all the more
willing “to ease the tension” by
an "exchange of diplomatic com-
pliments™ since hiz efforts ave
directed toward confining the
conflict within limite which will
preserve the sympathies of the
workers for his bourgeois regime,
check the warlike Mexican re-
action and prevent s final show-
down with foveign imperialism.

The question asked by the
bourgecis press, *whether the
exchange of amenitics is merely
an interlude in the battle,” seems
to us very much in order. The
fumes of Roosevelt’s pacifist in-
cense are intended to divert the
attention of the workers from
the =il existing anti-Mexiean
economic  sanctions  through
which Yankee imperialism hopes
to gain, by diplomatic manenvers,
:le;.r concessions to replace the

The E160,000,000 invested in the
expropriated oil fields are only

& small part of the total two
billions of American investments

The real losses are suffered
by the British competitors, wha
have made recent jnvestments.
Rocsevelt has no inclination to
pull British chestnuts out of the
fire. And the last rosort-a civil
war for exclusively “internal”
reasons—stkill remains in Rocke-
feller's pocket. American arms
for the Mexican reaction conti-
rue to flow over ihe Rio Grande,

Another factor has undoubted-
Iy played a certain role in the
verbal retreat of the State De-
partment. The apparently sue-
eessful negotistions between the
Mexican government and the
British adventurer in interna-
tional oil intrigues, Rickett, to-
gether with a New York finaneci-
er, 8mith, “injected a new element
in this situation—the possibility
that Mexico eould zell her petro-
leum immediately,” thus giving
the government adequate funds.
{Thiz statement was made by
Kluckhohn, oracle of Standard
Qil, and he must know.)

Ricketi's Role

On whose account Mr. Rickett
works is as yet unclear. In any
event he freed Cardenas of the
necessity of direct dealing with
Japen and deprived the “demo-
eracies” of Standard 0Qil and
Ehell of an important instru-
ment in the deception of the
people, ’

Keeping the anti-imperialist

in Mexico, which would be en-

ﬂg'_ht _al‘wa.s_rn._ wnth_in the bound-

A LETTER FROM

CHINA

—

Following is the second and
concluding installment of a letter
received  from a Chinese com-
rade in Shanghai, describing the
present siluation in China, The
first installment appearcd in last
week's igspe  of the "Socialist
Appeal.” —Ed.

At first sight, the present &i-
tuption iz quite difficult to under-
stand, for, eon the one Thand,
Chiang Kai-shek, against the will
of all other leaders, takes a des
cided stand in faver of conting-
ing the war, while en the other
hand H. H. Kung, who was op-
posed to the war from the very
beginning, iz made president of
the resvganized Exccutive Yuan,
with Gen. Chang Chuon, notor-
iouzly prowlapaneze, az vice-
president. Both appointments are
symptomatic of a desive for eapis
tulation to Japan.

Thiz seeming contradiction is
explained by the following facls.
Continuance of the war is im-
possible. In my journeyings over
the wvariows war fronts T found
widespread apathy towards the
war. All classes, from workers,
peazants, soldievs and merchants,
to the petity boorgeois  masges
and the bourgeoisie, desire pence,
The toilerz fTeel keenly the in-
ereased diffieulties of living, but
nong of them show any fear of
becoming “slaves  without a
coontry.” They do not care very
much whether their oppressor is
the KEuomintang or the Japanese
militarists. Their demand is for
faod,

A Lesson From History

I vecall what happened during
the German  invasion of the
Roman Empire, when the slaves
and plebeinnz of Rome éven wel-
comed the barbarian invaders.
Thiz attitude originates, in part,
from the paolitical backwardness
of the toilers. More importantly,
it prowves that the national strug-
gle cannot abolish the class strug-
gle. It is unfortunate that the
Japanese militarists ave wiser
than the “theoreticians™ of the
Btalinist international. While the
Stalinigts trail at the heels of
Chinng Eai-shek in demanding
that the hungry tollers fight for
wational  independence  without
struggling to improve their live-
lihood, the Japaneze robbers give
some viee and o little money to
the refugees. In such circums-
tances, how can the toilers be
expected Lo risk their heads for
the sake of empty national
slogans T

Since the- retreat from Shang-
hai there has never been & sevious
battle waged by the Chinese
goldiers. (This was written

nat fight in eold weather,
Mow the mood of the saldiers
is well known to Chiang Kai-
shek. He realizées more than the
others that continvanee of the
war, in view of the passivity of
the U.5.5.H., Britain and the
U.5.A., iz impossible. But o
end the war now iz also gquite
impossible, for {1} the Japanese
insist on Chiang Kai-shek’s re-
tirement from polities and (2)
Chiang's own army has been all
but destroyed in the battles near
Ehanghat and by the mass de-
geviionz at MNanking.

Chiang’s Danger

If peace were to be concluded
now, the RKuowmintang govern-
ment would be dominated by the
Kwangsi cligue and other milit-
ary forces, including the Eighth
Route Army. Sinee the commence-
ment of hostilities  both  the
forces of the Kwangsi elique and
of the Eighth Route Army have
been gren’;?‘ strengthened.

Chiang Kai-shek's present po-
sition may therefore be describ-
ed thus: Continue the war until
the time for capitulation has
ripened. When will the time he
considered ripe? When Chiang's
twenty new mechanized divisions,
now being completed and train-
ed in Hunan provinee, are esiab-
lished!

When that time arvives, Chiang
will ecomtinue the war against
Japan until the final wvictory
only if the international szitua-
tion has changed in China's Favor,
Ctherwize, with hiz new army
puarantesing hiz superiority over
other military cliguesz, he will
make pesce with Japan. The
latier alternative, in my opinion,
iz the more probable. That is why
Chiang takes a strong attitude
in form, but in _fact is quite dis-
posed to compromise.

Masses Feared

The Kuomintang =till fears a
rising of the masses move than
it fears the Japanese invaders.
All mass organizations are ob-
liged to repister with and sub-
mit to the contrel of the C.C.
Group, that is, the Sixth Depart-
ment of the Military Affaifs
Commission. All partisan troops
und political training  depart-
ments in the army are dominat-
ed by the Blueshirts and the
C.C. Group. Political prisoners
are not everywhere released, but
only those fortunate enough to
have been imprisoned in such big
cities as Manking and Hankow,
or in places clogse to the fighting
fronts. Relations between the
Kuomintang ‘and the Communist
Party are not good. Only the
offices of the Eighth Route Army

prior to the commencement of
the great battle now raging in
Central China for contrel of the

meorale of the Chinese troops
geems to have bheen ot leask tem-
porarily bolstered—Ed.) At the
first sound of the enemy™s guns,
the soldiers  throw away their
rifles and desert. Their only
thought is to secure some money
and civilian clothes so that they
may, run back home. 1 report
this by no means in order to
slander the Chinese soldiers, but
in order to give vou o real pic-
ture of the avar. I eannot blame
the szoldiers who — espegially
those provisioned by the pro-
vineial warlords—are so poorly
provisioned and have such miser-
ably thin clothing that they can-

Lunghal Eailway, in which the

in the big cities are legalized.
Organizations of the Communist
Party in various cities are still
obliged to exist zecretly and il
legally, except in the territory
oceupied by the Eighth Route
Army. But the top burédaucrats
of the Communist Party, such as
Wang Ming and Chou En-lai,
enjoy full “democratic rights.”

The Stalinistz have founded o
daily paper in Hankow, the Hsin
Hwa Jih Pao, which devoles
much of its spade to nl.hl:lr.mg'
the “Trotskyite bandits,”™ It
slanders the Chinese Fourth In-
ternationalists as the "hived
dogs" of Japaneze imperiplism,
Thia anti-Trotskyist campaign
was started by Wang Ming, who
arrived in Hankow from Moscow
gix week ago, bringing with him

aries of his capitalist vegime,
Cardenas has at his disposzal only
& limited range of maneuvers
with rwival imperialisms. The
Rickett deal would give him a
certain breathing spell, But, at
the same time, it shows that the
national bourgecisie of a semi-
colonial country, when it ad-
vances two steps in ifs  anti-
imperinlist struggle, must im-
mediately retreat one zstep by
leaning upon another foreign
financial group. It remains fo
be seen whether the oil rivalries
operating behind the scenes will
precipitate new internal upheav-
als in Mexico.

Eifect On Workers

From the pont of view of the
profetarian revolution, the oil ex-
propriations are of two-fold im-
portance: - first, the Mexican
masses have learned that foreign
imperialism iz not invulnerable;
and second, the taking over of

people, they find not a single
word to say. They tremble for
only one veason: they fear that
Hull's sconomic war “will weaken
and izolate the influonce of Ame-
rican demoeracy {(vead: colonial
exploitation) in Latin American
affairs as a factor for promoting
peace (that is, the maintenance
of American imperialism). 1t will
pid the German, Italian and
Japanese nstigators of fascism
and encourage them to proceed
more boldly in Central America
and South America along the
path undertaken in Brazil."

They merely furget to mention
that Roosevelt has, in the mean- |
time, succesded th buying back
the Brazilian pupil of Mussolini
and Hitler with thoroughly de-
moeratic and peaceful dollars.

FPor Mexico Liberation!

Az faithful lackeys of Ameri-
can  imperialism, Foster and

the oil fields by the national
bourgesis state  will inevitably
hasten class differentintion in
Mexico. . The  workers  amd
peasants, now living. in illusions
of “national unity” — sanctified
by the Ztalinist Teoledans with
quotations from Lenin—will learn
to understand that the cauwse of
their independence rests mot only
on the fight aguinst foreipn im-
perialism but alzo and above all
o their elass liberation.

In this connection the treacher-
ous role of the American Stalin-
ists merits a few words., In a
declaration of the Central Com-
mitbee, Issued April 1, 15938,
Foster and Browder addressed a
humble appeal to Roosevelt's

Browder climax their appeal
with a war ery: “Keep Mexico
and Latin Amerieg safe for de-
mocracy!  Enforee the good
neighbor policy!”

The class-conscious workers of
the United States have as much
contempt for the “good neighbor™
amile ¢of Roogsevelt as for the
demeocratic hvpoerisy of the Sta-
limist leaders. They stand un-
reservedly for the complete libe-
ration of Mexiea from the im-
perialist yoke. They will not re-
lingquish the struggle against all
measures of the Roosevelt ad-
mrinistration,economic or military,
open ot secret—devised in the
interests of American land-
owners, however “honest” or

comnmin sense. Against the im-
perialist slavery of the Mexican

corrupt, and oil magnates, how-
ever “democratic” or fascist.

two instructions: (1) Attack the
“Trotskyite bandits;™ (2} pre-
pare the seventh congress of the
Chinese Communist Party (the
rixth took place inm 1928![).

Stalinist Slanders Protested

So far as 1 know, the shame-
ful zlander of the Stalinistz has
won them nothing, but has Jost
them the sympathy of many
progressive  intellectuals.  Pub-
lieation of n stvru:.r in their daily
steting that  our comrades  in
Hsuchow had organized hundreds
of peaszantz to serve as “plain-
clothes troops™ of the Japanese
imperialists, caused many Com-
munist Party  sympathizers to
zond in stromg protestz to the
Hankow office of the Eighth
Koute Army.

The Eighth Route Army still
getz a monthly subsidy of $200;-
000 {Chinese euvrvency — Rd.)
from Chiang Kai-ghek. Numeri-
cally, this anrmy has increased
ereatly, gince it has not yet wag-
ed any heavy battles against the
Japanese invaders. At the be-
ginning of the war, its prestige
grew from day to day. But now
itz prestige is declining, because
of the bureaveratic regime in-
stituted by the commanders and
the passivity of the U.3.3.H.
towards China’s struggle.

A few monthz neo, about 100.-
000 revolutionary youth went to
northern Shensi  (territory oc-
cupied by the Eighth Route Army
—Ed.}), but during the past few
weeks many of them have re-
turned, digillusioned by the bu-
renueratic eontrol of the Eighth
Route Army. The outlook for this
army is not bright. Having
abandoned its revolutionary so-

(Continued from page 1)

was this accidental. Senator
Vietor Lawson, chairman of the
platform committee, stabed that
the “peace” plank had taken
lohgest to prepare of the whole
platform; it iz therefore an ae-
curate index of the war line of
the party leadership.

At the height of the anti-war
sentiment against the Maval Ap-
propriations Bill, there was n
temporary cleavage between the
openly  pro-war Stalinistz  and
the semi-pacifist HBenzon wing.
Under strong presaure from the
workers and farmsers of Minne-
gota, the Farmer-Labor delega-
tion came into conflict with the
Roozevelt administration en the
war guestion, and therefove inko
conflict with their Stalinist al-
lies,

But in the Tast few weeks it
haz bhecome olear that the two
erotips have patched up theiy dif-
fevences. A “clever” line has
been  developed ta enable the
Farmer-Laborites to  support
Eoozevelt in essence and yet to
provent a collision with the anti-
war unions and farmers. This
line was enunciated on the floor
of Congress by Reprezentative
John T. Bernard in the Maval Bill
debate on Mareh 16,

F.L.P. Becomes'Cog

In Roosevelt Machine

Sheppard-May Bill by having
workers' ropresentatives taken
into partnership in the conduct
of the war!

Stand On Relief

The platform committes had
bhefore it the velief demands aof |
the Minneapoliz labor movement,
but instead brought in a poer-
functory plank providing for
continuation of W, P.A. amd re-
lief. Mo mention of the pauper’s
opath, of uwnionization, of wrion
rates on W.P.A., ete.d Walter
Frank, himself a Benszon man,
speaking  for the Minneapolis
Building Trades Cowncil, receiv-
od short sheift in an attempt to
arnend the plank from the Tloor,
being voted down by the train.
wd sealz. [6 was only when the
Stalinist  floov-leaders took
fright at the recoption thiz plank
would get in the umioms, that
Frank was called back to make
his motion again. It was then
voted up by the zame peopie who
haed vobed it down a few minutes
carlier! But that this was pure
lip=service waz  made  cleay
when Frank and others tried to
gecure g further  series  of
amendments, providing for a
State Housing Authority Act, a
specinl session of the atate le-
gizlature to deal with relief, ete,
All such amendments were vot-

Bernard AL Waork

For the record, Bernard and)
the sther Farmer-Labor congress- |
men vecorded themselves against
the bill, but Bernard as their
spokesman devoted himself to a
defense  of Roosevelts  main
policy, going 5o far as to declare

cinl program, it can be no longer
distinguished from the armies of
the Kpomintang., Soon its revolu-
tionary authority will be comp-
letely exhausted,

Regroupment Beging

Within the Eighth Route Army
a regroupment has begun. Many
revolutionary elements, led by
Chang Kus-tao and Hsiun Hsiang-
chien (famouws as commanders
of the Eighth Route Army when
it waz known. as the RHed Army
—Ed.) openly oppozed the new
Stalinist policy of capitulation to
the Kupomintang. After an in-
ternal struggle, Chang Kuo-tao
finally capitulated to Mao Tse-
tung, but the influence of the
opposition which he led (not by
any means Trotskyist) iz still
growing. Just because of this,
Wang Ming and his cohorts need
the anti-Trotskyist campaign in
preparing the seventh congress
of the Chinese Communist Party.

If the war of resistance s
continued without a revolution-
pry social program, that is, if
the struggle for national eman-
cipation is not linked with the
strugele for a better life for the
toiling masses—~ithen  the war is
doomed to failare and the Eighth
Route Army will share this fate.

Political leaders of wvarious
groups, from the Kuomintang to
the Commuonizst Party and the
| National Malvation Agsociation,
Phlame everything on the back-
wardness and passivity of the
magses. These gentlemen forgpet
only one thing: the Chinese
masses are too hungry and too

that “the suggestion that he
{Roozevelt) contemplates foreign
sggression is a vielous slander.”

In the same spirit, the conven-
tion platform recorded itself
against increased armament, but
waz silent on Roozevelt’s motiva-
tion for expansion of war arma-
ment. The peace plank “advocates
cooperation with all forces ge-
nuinely secking peace” (which
by Bernard's definition and the
convention  telegram  includes
Roosevelt!}: favors “nationalizs-
tion of all war munition plants”
{that hoary demagogic slogan
bazed on the false theory that
not all capitalista but only the
munitions  makers seck  war);
calls for prohibition of sales to
“aggressor  warring nations”
(thereby enabling the govern.
ment to choose sides in nny war
with the pricr benediction of the
Farmer-Labor Party); digs up
the threadbare slogan of the
Amerviean Legion, “draft wealth
in time of war” (precisely the
bit of demagogy which is being
emplowved to make more palats

able the Sheppard-May Billl).
Actually, the proposal to “draft
wealth” 45 a transition to open
participation in conducting the
war. A further step in this di-
rection was taken by the March
26 izzue of the Farmer-Labor
Leader, which featured the pro-

posal  of Howard Y. Williams
(vice-chairmman  of the convens
tion} for “democratising” the

ed down in short order,
Support Supreme Courg

The conserviative, not to say re-
actionary, tone of the convention
was indicated by the debats and
vote on the proposal of Robley -
Cramer, editor of the Minneapolis
Labor Review, to inelude in the
platform a ¢all -uwpon Congress
and state legislatures to repud-
inte the right of the T.5. Sup-
reme Cowmrt to veto leglislation.
"Let's not tear down everything,”
evied the spokesman for the
platform  committee.  Another
spokesman declared “we” wanted
judges influenced by “neither
money nor votes"—as if  indes
pendence of the will of the people
made judges more impartiall To
cap it all, the convention vobted
to delete n previously-adopted
amendment providing for elec
tion of federal judges, going
back to the position for appoint-
ive judges, the “radieal™ item
being to reduce their terms from
life to....ten yemrs!

A Packed Convention

Demands  presented to  the
Farmer{Labor State Committes
by a committee of the Minnea-
polis Board of Union Business
Agents, for adegquate representa-
tion of the {rade unions at the
convention were ignored, Unions
were limited fto a single vote
each while paper orvganizations
and petty-bourgeois ward clubs
werg apportioned the main body
of voting power. Of the 1,200
delegates present, 400 were from
Stalinist - controlled St. Louis
Connty, casting one-eighth vote
each., Yet all voles were viva
voce! Every voice was heard ex-
cept the voice of labor.

cold to be able to comprehend
the ideology of the national strug-
gle. They can fight for the na-
tion only when they ave sure

same fime for the improvement
of their own livelihood., A friend
of mine very aptly summed up
the present situation when he
said: The Japanese invaders will
be welcomed by the people once
they stop looting and rvavaging
women in the regions which they
oeeupy.

Koomintang " Criticized

To some extent, the democratic
movement has arisen in Wehan
(Hankow). In analyzing the
reasons  for wilitary defeats,
'people  begin again to eriticize
ithe Htlmnmtang regime, The ideg

gt “war iz the cuntmuatmn of
politics by other means™ is be-
ginning to be understood by many
progressive  elements, At the
beginning of the war, many rev-
olutioniats had the mistaken iden
that the Kuomintang regime had
become all right just because it
was waging war with Japan.
They did not know a rotten re-
gime can never wage a vietorious
WA,

Our strength (the strenpth of
the Communizt League—FEd.) is=
too small to face adequately
these great-events. Nevertheless,
we have prospects for growth.
The disillesioned Stalinist follow-
ers and the masses of revolution-
ary youth are our recruiting re-
serves, But still the immediate
perspective iz not a great one.
For in face of the disorgam=ation
of the Chinese proletariat and the
complete ruin  of the national
economy, there ig  no adaquate
social base for a Marxist prole-
tarian political party.

Comradely,

“FU LING.

that they will be fighting at the| g

National Committee Plenum

‘Meeting In N. Y. Next Week

NEW YORK.—A full meeting
f the National Commiftes of the
Socialist Workers Party will take
place here from April 15 to 18 in
order to review the work of the
thres months since the founding
convention of the party in Chi-
eago and to take wup the vital
matters currently facing the
party and the working class,
The agenda will include Labor
Party developments, trade union
problems, and the war crisis, with
pariicular emphasiz on apecific
tacties in the anti-war struggle

Strect, will be held Thursday
evening, April 14, as a prelimin-
ary to the National Committee
plenum.

All branch meetings and other
party activities for April 14 are
being ealled off, 2o that the mem-
bers of Local Mew York can turn
out for the mass meeting in full
foree.

Among the speakers
James P. Cannon, Mational See-
retary of the S.W.P., and Max
Shachtman, editor of the Social.
ist Appeal, just returned from
Mexics, one of whom will report

will be

it thizs sowntry and the tazks of
Fourth Internationalists through-
out the world., Some of the ses-
siong will be open to all members
of the 5. W.P. and the ¥, P.5.1.,
Details will be announced later.

Mass Meeting Scheduled

A lavge mazs mesting at the
Hotel Center, 108 West 43rd

on the Mexican erisis revolving
arcund the expropriation of the
oil fields. Other speakers will
include Vincent Ray Dunne and
Farrell Dobbs, of Mimneapolis,
and B. J. Widick, Labor Secret-
ary of the party who has just
completed a two months tour
through the East and the Middle

West,

James P. Cannon
MNational Seeretary, SW.P.

Max Shachtman

Editor, Socialist Appeal

Farrell Dobhs

Mn]a Tra.lle Umiomn Leuﬂer

Mass Rally

DOWN WITH THE WAR-MAKERS!
HANDS OFF MEXICO!

Spealkers

THURSDAY APRIL 14, 8 P. M.

-HOTEL: CENTER
108 West 43rd Street
New York City

Albert Goldman

Labor Attormey

B. J. Widick

Labor Secretary, 5. W. P

Lois Orr

Just Back From Spain

Shanghai, February 22, 1938,
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