fi ]

o,

i

TWRE TS

=

= ".—-ﬂ"-q_\-'r."'—

—_

=
e

'.-‘. -.

e M S . SRR S el L RS CEmRSS o e
5 P L

Sy

-ﬂ

Lo

"::"t
ﬂ W

o April 9, 1038

New Crisis Looms As Blum Totters

Ta-tu Tl'lau, Indo-Chinese Mllltant,
- Held In Prison of People's Front

=

e | " d ' LR
1] ntrw\.u_?l— -\.. L

T T TR N —

SOCIATAST APPBAL

P i

Sl e

RIGHT PREPARES
COUP IN FRANCE

National Union Government Wlll Pave Way Fm-
Repression of Workers To Help Capital
Meet Deepening Crisis

By ARGUS

As these lines were being
written, the cabinet of Leon
Blum was about to disappear,
Itz imminent fall was greeted by
the Parisian stock exchange with
a sharp rise in the value of the
franc, in anticipation of the long-
desired government of Public
Safety.

A bourgeoia correspondent has
accurately  described the Blum
government as a bull being chas-
ed by the toreadors of the right
wing in the parlismentary arena.
Indeed, Blum's finaneial propos-
als represent nothing but the
"m:enl:mn... of being defeated”
in the least dishonorable way,

The French reaction has per-
mitted the People's Front governs
ment only one function: the stif-
ling of workers' strikes. Comple-
tely aabotaging all parliamentary
activity, the scnators of the
futun: National Union shputed
in chorus at the government:
“What about strikes? What
about the sit-downs?" The Cit-
roen git-down strikes have spread
until there are now 45000 n-
volved in strikes avound Pavis.

Clashes Loom

At the same time the class
contradictions advance resislib-
ly toward & violemt clash, A
little note in the American press
gives the key to the present si-
tuation in France: Ix Calais, in
Morthern France, "a muass meet-
ing of 1000 unemployed mem-
beys.... of the Socialist FParty
declared their intention.... o
join (the fascist) Frenchi Social
Party ‘rather than starve with
Blum'" Having excluded the
Soctalist mayor of Calais from
their meeting, the demonstrabors
unanimously “voted a resolution
denouncing  the People's Front
program &3 ‘a dreant and charg-
ing it had accomplished no-
thing....

Thiz symptomatic incident
constitiutes a most pitiless ac-
cusation against the FPeople's
Front and reveals its vesponsibil-
ity for the growth of French
fascism. The unemployed, poten-
tially the most determined ecle-
ments of the revolution, are mow
becoming the first vietims of the
hnmpm'ing:' of proletarian advance
by the reformist-Stalinist con-
spivacy.

A Danger Signal

Desperately  secking decisive
actions, the unemployed fall
from the dreqm of “peaceful pe-
netration™ of the capitalist state
fmto the dreadful mightmare of
fascist “anti-capitalism,” The
Calais incident i3 an impresaive
danger-signal  t¢  the Frepch
working class. The revolution has
Toat much time. Now it is threat-
gned with the loss of important
parts of its forces to the fascist
CRIMP. | s

But the countersrevolubionary
lebor bureaucracy turns an un-
hoeding ear to the warning voice
of the proletarian Mas8es,
Threatened with dismissal by the
bourgeoisie, they concentrate

sure the country of the means of
defense which it needs, and they
are equally correct in demanding
that an end be put to the agita-
tion of the saboteurs of national
economy and the instigators of

civil war, apents of foreign
countrics,”
The “saboteurs of national

economy and the instigators of
civil war"” are none other than
the workers themselves, whao,
tirved of dilatory parliamentazy
tactics, have recourse to direet
action. The ranks of the strikers

their efforts on proving their
Ei'l'li.:!:n: COneeEn aver ant}e'ﬁ-
“capacity for defense.”

C. P.oon Armaments
|:||1 P'l.‘-'ljt-i'.!i.ll

A decision Ehe

+ Bureau of the Communist Party

of March 18 invoking Stalin’s
famouz declaration to Laval of
1935, “understanding and com-
pletely approving France's policy
of nationul defense for the
maintenance of its armed forces
at the level of its secority,”
stated: “the C. P. once more em-
phasizes that the Communist
Party was right, and in the pre-
gent hour, facing the necossity of
raizing the manufacture of arma-
ments to the heights vequared by
circumslances, associnles  ilself
with the declarations of the
Trade Upion Confederation (C.
G.T., headed by the reformist
Jouhaux and the Stalinist Raca-
mond} in faver of augmenting
production,” that 4z, the pracli-

cal liguidation of the d0-hour
week.
Confounding  the interests of

the criminal tesde-union Bureau-
cracy amd the no less criminal
G.P.U. with the intentions of
the working clazs, they continue:
“The workers are correct in be-
ing ready to act in ovder to as-

SUBSCRIBE NOW TO

THE SOCIALIST APPEAL

begin to swell as new textile
atrikes break out in Lille, ac-
companied by bloody conflicts.

Meanwhile the call of the
hourgeoisie for the replacement’]
of the costly People’s Front sys-
tem by “a regular capitalist
democracy” freed of the "control
of proups, sub-groups, commit-
tees, delegations, trade unions
and party cells....,” bocomes in-
creasingly urgent. This govern-
ment of Public Safety, leaning

. Beration movement in Indo-China,

His vight side paralyzed as a
result of hunger strikes inm the
People's Front prisons of Saigon,
French Indo-China, Ta-tw Thauy,
leader of the Indo- {"rhzlneae Fourth
Internationalists and a member
of the Municipal Council of Saig-
on, is serving & sentence of two
yeara'  imprisonment  imposed
upon him by a People’s Front
court for -his leadership of the
gtruggle - against French imper-
inlizm,

A broad campaign is being
conducted in  France by the
P01 (Workers' Internationalist
Party) and the International Aid
for his immediate veléase,

Ta-tu Thau is one of the vet-
eran leaders of the national li-

As oditor of La Lutte he has
been ot the center of all mass
gtruggles in the French colony
for nearly a decade.

People's Front Repression

Alway® the scene of bloody
repression, Indo-China has never
been ground down harder be-
neath the heel of French oppres-
gion than it has been during the
past two years of People's Front
rule. During most of this period
o Soccialist, Marius Moutet, sat
at the Colomial Ministry in

on the armed faseist detachments,
will have to break the power of
the mass organizations.

I'rogram of National Union

What the program <f such a
transitory Nationnl Unionm govs-
ernment has to be iz explained
by the well-informed Swiss
newspaper Neue Zuricher Zei-
tung. An assemblage of the
united vight wing parliamentar-
ians, before which Blum appear-
ed with & call for o« Union go-
wvernment, presented him with an
unambiguons program of action:
(1) Break with the Communists.
(2} Eeconciliation with Franco
by means of the strictest nom-
intervention. (3) Rapprochement
with Mussolini through recogni-
tion of the Ethiopian empire.
(4) Destruetion of the C.G.T.
“monopoly.” (5) TForceful sup-
pression of the chronie sit-down
y.p*il;au.. (G} Formal abrogation
of the 40-hour week law.

France's internal and external
situntion huas reached a decisive
turning-point.  The Fremch
bourgeoisic needs complete free-
dom  for manewvering in  its
forcign policy along with E
land. Public expenditures hu'.'e
exceeded 50 por cent of the na-
tional ineome. An “equilibrium™
cann be reached only through more

intensive exploitation of the
working class, at a Jevel and
tempe  incompatible  with  the

hesitant eowrse of the People's
Front,

Back At Starting Point

Thus the working class has
arrived, after two  yvears of
People’s Front pgovermment, at
the starting point of its fght
against fascism and veaction, The
emphatic promises of workers'
and peasants’ liberation through
parliamentary  demeocracy now
face complete collapse. Jouhaux,
secretary of the C.G.T., who fas
broken one strike after apother
through “loyal opposition™ to the
Feople's Front government, now
threatens that “if the present
People’s Front gevernment should

resign, his organization  would
‘set it up again by our own
moans'"”

It vemains to be seen whether
Jouhaux will dare to carry
through hiz threats. He knows
too well that direct aetions of the
working "class would inevitably
get out of hand. On the ather
hand, even if the bourgeoisie sue-
eoeds, with the complicity of the
People’s Front buremucracy, in
setting up a “moderate,” transi-
tional National Union govern-
ment, its class program will per-
foree lead to an open clash bet-
ween  the working masses  and
the bourgecis stale with  ils
fascist auxiliaries.

FUND FOR CHINESE
COMRADES MOUNTS

The fund being raised by the
Socialist Workers Party to aid
the Communist League of China
(Fourth Internationalists) is still
mounting—but not fast enough.
We are still quite a way off the
minimum  goal  set, namely,
$200. Following wre the results
to dato:

Previously acknowledged $148.7L
Akron Branch ... 2.2
Lynn Branch 2.00
Los Angeles Branch 350

TOTAL 816153
Comrades  throughout  the

country are urged to put the col-
lection over the top by not luter
than the current month. It can

be done. It must be done!

Franee directing the blows at the
national liberation movemsent in
Indo-China, French North Africa,
and other parts of the French
Empire,

Directly invelved in the per-
gecutibn of Ta-tu Thaw was As-
sistant Minister of Colonics Vie-
lette, the same “Socialist™ who
plaved a leading role in hound-
ing out df the French Socinlist
Party in 1935 the young rev-
olutionists of the Seine Socialist
Youth Federation who are now
part of the Hevolutionary Social-
izt Youth, "adherents of the
Fourth International,

Ta-tu Thau iz the outstanding
representative  of the national
revolutionary movement in Indo-
China and it is as the symbaol
of that movement that the
Feople’s Front regimes of Blum
and Chautemps have relentlessly
hounded him.

Arrested and Expelled

Ta-tu Thau, ns a young stu-
dent in Paris, was one of the first
Indo-Chinese  vevolutionista  to
mally to the Left Oppesitign,
joining the group of La Verite
in 1929, He participated in a de-
monstration organized by that

group before the Elysee Fu'aﬂ

Grand J lury

in 1930 in protest against repres-
siong in Indo-China. He was ar-
rested und cxpelled. Back in
Baigon in 1931 he founded La
Lutte,

La Lutle and the group around
it was unkgque in the internation-
al revolutionary movement wup
until 1937, The newspaper wis
the organ of a united front bet-
ween the Stalinists and Trotsky-
ists of Indo-China. They fought
gide by side in united front ac-
tions and elections, Ta-tu Thau
led the ticket of this unprecedent-
&d eoalition in an election sanue
two years ago which made him
a member of the Saigon Muni-
cipal Coungil, a body created by
the Fremch in a niggardly al-
tempt to satisfy the aspivations
of the Inde-Chinese to independ-
ENce.

The paper, and in particulay its
editor, became the target of po-
lice attacks which grew sharper
as the group grew in influence
and prestige as the leading
factor in numerous strike move-
ments and agitation for political
and civil rights, Arvested in 1535,
Ta-tu Thau and several of his
collaborators were held for sev-
eral months and then heavily
fined.

Moutel Orders Suppressien

In August, 1936, after the
victory of the People's Front, the
Lutte group started agitation for
the creation of committees of ne-
tion threughout the country
with the aim of szetting up an
Indo-Chinese Congress. Ovders
arrived in September from Mow-
tot for the suppression of this
movement. The povernor-peneral
promptly arvested Ta-tu- Thao on
September 2B, He went on hung-
er sivike for 11 days wml was
finally released on November 15
During the winter of 1936-37
great strikes swept the French
colony and once more Ta-tu Thau
was put behind People’s Front
bars,

The strongest pressure  for
suppression of the popular move-
ment in Indo.China was brought
to bear by the Frénch Commun-

ist Party, which had now become

the staunchest flag-waver for
French imperialism. The Stalims-
ists openly called in their press
for police action against the Indo.
Chinese  revelutionists.  T'hus
spurved, the People’s Front
police acted and dealt their blows
indiseriminately at the Trotsky-
stz and the Stalinists in Saigon
aml ather L:il.iﬂ--: in Lhe . colony.

Ta-tu Thau was arrested on
May 10 last year and was releas-
ed on bail in June. In the interim
the Stalinist Party n  Paris
finally succeeded in getting their
confreres in Indo-Ching to with-
draw from the united Tront move-
ment. They quit the group of
La Lutte three weeks before Ta-
tu-Than was scheduled to come
before the court. He had assum-
el full  respohsibility  for  Che
editorship of the paper and was
deserted by them just as he was
about to bear the full bromt of
the action against the group.

On July 9, after conducting:
himgelf as a frue revelutionist
before the couwrt, Ta-tu Thau was
senbtenced Lo bwo years” imprison-
ment. An appeal only succeedéd
in adding five years' banishment
to ‘this sentence,

He wasz still out on bail :u.u-mt—
ing the result of the appeal
when he was arrested for the
fourth time following a great
railway strike in Cochin China.
Along with him was arrested
the Stalimist leader Tao. When

they were refused liberation on

ball they bepan a hunger strike.
They fought off forced feeding
for 12 days before finally ending
the stirile.

Is Paralyzed

While the “Socialist”™ colonial
authoritiés in Paris smirked and
told protesting militants  that
Thau was “simulating” his ill-
ness, the Inde-Chinese leader
was actually pavalyzed along his
right side. Medical comnvissions
which examined him in prizon
confirmed thal he was in a seri.
ous  condition. MNevertheless all
appeals  for his release have
gone unheavd., Instoad, an old
sentence from 1932 was invoked
agrainst him, increasing his full
term to four years.

From his prison Ta-Tu Thau
has sent out word of his unshak-
en faith in the proletarian rev-
clufionary movement and of his
dependence upon its support to
force his release,

We must add our veices o
these that have already  been
raised in behalf of Ta-Tu Thau
a5 the representative of the na-
tional movement in  Indo-China.
It is the duly of American work-
ers’ organizations o protest fo
all local French consulates and
to the French Embassy in Wash-
ington demanding his immediate
relegse!
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Indicts Two

In Rubens Mystery Case

Garber, Sharfin, Known
As C.P. Supporters

Or Members
By JUNIUS
Avthur Sharvfin, member of
Section XV of the Communist

Party in the Bronx and “fall
guy” for the G.P.U, in the Ro-
binson - Kuobens frame-up plot
which was and may still be in-
tonded to involve the Trotskyist
movement in this counlry in some
kind of “conspiracy,” has been
indicted by a Federal Grand dury
in connection with a series of
passport frands

Sharfin, who has besn an em-
ployee of the Royal Egyptian
Consalate in New York City, help-
ed Adolph Arneld REubens {alias
Robinson), a G.P.U. agent now |
imprisoned in Mosgow, secure
the phony passports made out in
the pname of Robinson on which
he and his supposed wife, also
a prisoner in Moscow, travelled
laust fall to the U.5.5.RK.

Garber Indicied

Along with Sharfin, a Fifth
Avenue photographer nameod Os-
sip Garber, alse o Stalinist and
formerly of Springfield, Mass.,
has been indicted om o similar
charge. He is one of the fuw
persons who has admitted public-

1y that he knew the mysterious

Rubens.

The Grand Jury returned a
third ‘indictment which is sealed,
and which presumably will re.
main so until the person: nam-
el in it are avrested. There Bs
reason Lo believe that the con-
tentz of this indictment will con-
firm stutements made from time
Lo time in the Sociglist Appeal
ever since the case began—state-
ments backed up by well-authen-
ticated facts—ihat all teails in
the Robinson-Rubens “mystery”
lead straight to the lair of the
American  branch of
G.P.U.=the Communist Party.

The indictients made pubke

Stalin’s |

name of Jacob Schulman, false-
Iy attesting he had been natura-

lized im MNew Haven, Conn., on
May 27, 192). He also had de-
clared that he was marvied to

| Massa Woloch, that he had two

children, @nd that he lived at
4 Matthews Avenge, Bronx.
His present address is 2420 Bronx
Park East, an expensive apark-
ment house where many Staline
ists reside and where the Staline-
ist Unemployed Councilz, of
which Sharfin - was formerly a
lemder, once condocted o rent
sirike.

New Names Enfer

The Sharfin-Garbey combination
is linked by the indictments to
passporlk activities careied on in
the names of Jacob Roscpberg,
28 E. B Streel; Gerald Mark
Meoren alins  Markoe Filipovie;
Ernest Wekin of “Chiles” Strect:
Carl Westerdan! of 468 W, 148
Strect; and Max Schulman  of
2202 Olinviile Avenuye., Govern-
ment officials did nof revesl just
who these people are or even
whether Lthey are alive or dead,

It is known that Sharfin was
intimately acquainked with one
Max Wershow, aling Marshall
Shaw. Under the latter name,
Shaw was aetive i the Friends
of the Soviet Union. Wershow iz
the husbamd of Muviel Wershow,
alzo a Stalinist, who is sctive in
the Bookkeepers Union, having
formerly been wetive in the Stu.
linist Office Workers Union. 1L
wis mpparontly in the latter or-
ganizgation that she became ac-
quainted with a4 Stalinist em-
ployed by a MNew York publisher,
who has never before been pub-
bely mentioned, Whether this
Stalinist, who was uscquainted
with Kubens, is mentigned in the
sealed indictment cannot yed be

learmed.
Shariin Evades (QJuesiiong

Last week Shavfin, who is still
gt liberty in the custody of his
sttorney, M. Edelsiein, was

shew that Garber had used the

brought before a Federal Judge'

Fall Guy

OB8IPF GARDER

[

and ordered to Answer quuetmm
put himy by the Grand Jury. He
particularly desired to  avoid
questions relating to his connmec-
tion with Harry Zukerman, who
has charged that it was Sharfin
who passed to im the phony Ro-
binzon-Rubenz passport applics-
tions.

Sharfin appavently knew naot
only Zukermun bul alse Attarney
Poter Tarpun, of the ‘Tenanis
Eesearch Burean Ine., 401 Broad-
way. Fukerman was employed by
that Burcauw, and on occasion
Sharfin used its address.

CStalimists Keep Muom

Whetheyr Targun has political
conpnmections is not vet known, buat
it is already clear that at the
heprt of the whole affair are
14-karat Stalinists—Rubens him-
gelf, his wife (who iz still in
Butirky Prison while the G.I*, 11,
tries Lo decide what to de with
s latest  frame-upd,  Sharfin,
Garber, Shaw, Helen HRawviteh
{who aeeepted the phony pass-
ports sent from Washington to
“Donald L. Robinson”), Rubens'
atiorney, and others.

In view of these facts, the
Daily Worker naturally eontinues
gilent as the grave on the sub-
ject of the Robinson-Rubens-
G.E. U, case. And the "fall guy™,

Arthur Sharfin, continues equally
gilent.

Politicos In
Spain Flee

For Cover

Scapegoats Sought For
Series of Heavy
Defeats

(Comtinued from page 1)
power of s revolutionary poliéy
and the upsurge of the masses
behind it.

Thousands are fleeing and de-
serting, There is confusion and
demoralization at a time when
all forces have to be gathered to
make u stand against the Pascist
drive and its Italo - German
spearhemds,

“Anarchist Sabotmge!”

The lenders who have been
responsible for these defeats now
seek by all means to divest them-
selves of responsibility. " Anav-
chist sabotage,” cried Gen. FPablo
Martinez, was responsible for the
Faseist victories,

But not all the whining in the
world can provide enough of a
cover for the foul betraval and
treachery of the Stalinist People's
Front which i3 now leading Spain
into the hands of Fascism., The
military vietory of Francoe will
be complemented by an accord
between “democratic” England
and “Faseist™ Italy putting @
cross, f they cam, over the
Bpanish revolution.

Om this the last wourd has yet
to be said, by the Spanish wovk-
ing cluss, and by world labov.
The unleazhing, even now, of 0
resolute  revelutionary struggle
whieh wiil hold out to the work-
ers and peasants of Spain the
hope of veally breaking with the
hated bourgecis rvegime can still
turn the tide agninst Fascism,

International Solidarity

Active solidarity by the world
working class, applying its own
sgnctions against the shipments
freely going to France, dirvect
aid in providing material support
to the Spanish masses, can atill
become the most potent factor
in transforming defeat into wic-
bory.

But the conditions of such a
victory, as the Bolshevik-Lenin-
ists of Spain have ceaselossly
gaid, is the pursuit of the reve-
lutionary aims of the masses and
not the abandenment of those
wims i favor  of a bloe with
treacherows bourgesis pelilicians
whose only aim iz Lo preserve the
capitalist systemn  wsnd to keep
the masses in subjection.

War Movements
Gain Momentum

(Continued from page 1)
The Japanese imperialists diss
play growing alarm over the

i expansion of the srmed might of

their great vival. Referring to the
navy maneuvers, the Japangse
newspaper Hochi April 1 declar-
ed: "It iz nnl:.. too  clear the
United States is practising trans-
Pacific offensive operations,’

Jupan is clearly n;-mrlr-.mm_d i
Washington azg the “enemy.” The
war propaganda of the Roosevelt
wdministration s built  sround
this prospect. Thus Gol. Theodore
Roosevelt, former  governor-
general of the Philippines, speak=
ing April 2 before the American
Academy of Political and Social
Seience in Philadelphia, painted
a harrowing picture of the woes
that would befall the Philippines
if and when they secure indes
pendence from the United States.

Apart  from “vevolution and
disorders” in the islamd, the
gpeaker declaved that seizurc of
the island by Japan was a cert
ainty. “In the Philippines,, “he
said, “there have beepn increas-
ing slgns of apprehension, The
people now sece that the Japan-
es¢ menace is not o fable but a
fact.”

Anviher War Move

From Washington on Murch
40 eame the announcement thut
a kigh ranking navy officer had
been assigned to the U.3. lega-
tign at The Hague, thus bring-

ing to light, in the words of af

staff corvespondent of the New

York Puost, “the lttle-known
fact thut this country and the
MNetherlands  are  cooperuting

closely in military preparations
in the Far Eakt”

The U.%. has had no sava)
attache in Holland since 1932 and
“the sudden decision to assign an
attache at this time was widely
interpreted in diplomatic guarters
a5 meaning only one  thing—the

|to establish closer

State Department snd navy want
ties between

Again

The Purge in Progress

SOVIET UNION NOTES
Stalin’s Bloody Purge Surpasses All Previous
Bonapartist Excesses; Red Army Decimated;

Soviet Transportation Disorganized
By JOHN G. WRIGHT

The current blood purge bids fair to surpass all those that

preceded.

Hardly an <issue of Pravda appears without am at-

tack on some department. The “eriticism” of the Morthern Sea

Route Administration beaded by Prof,

Dtte Schovdl has at-

tracted most attentfon abroad. But it is only one of the depart-

ments under fire,

In recent days the Soviet press has eavried

ominous charges against the Commissariat ef Transportation,
the People’s Commiszsar for  Agriculture in White Russia, the
Presidium of the Moscow Soviet, its Lhn:lrman, H. Sidorov, and

its secretary, Hud!.nv, ete.

The appaintment of two
Industry, M. I.

new deputy Commissara
Teelischev and P. P. Kucherenko, which iz re-

for Heavy

ported in Pravda for March 20, denotes still another purge in
; that departmert—for the third time since last Oetober!
According to the leading arvticle in the same dzsue of Pravda,
132,000 employes in the trade network have been “brought up on
charges for alleged embezzlement and dissipation.”

The Purge in the Red Army

From {op Lo bottem the Red Avmy has been decimated by

the purge.
Leapwe in the avmy has been

As was to be expected,

the Young Communist
hardest hit. So many Y.C.L.

units in the vegiments have been left without buremu heads and
secretaries that the Central Committes of the party and the

Central

Committee of the Komsomoel have abolished the old

restrietion that only thoese who have been party members for at
least two years were elipible for posts as secretarvies of repgi-
mostal bureaus of the Y. C.L, Bays Pravda, “Members and can-

didates of the C,P.5.U,, regardless of how long they hawve } ?’

been in the party, are elgible for the post of seeretary of the

bureaus of the Y.O.L. and in exceptional
Y.0 L ers who are not members of the party.”

19.)

cases, even those
{Pravda, March

The same leading avticle goes on to add that another restrie-

tion has likewise been abolished.

tatives”

“in the Army had to be party members.
according to the deciston of the C.C. of the C.P.5.U.,

Hitherto “political represen-
“Hencefarth,
the most

tested and politically qualified ¥.C. L. %ers ave to be deagwn into
the political ovgans of the Red Avmy as deputies or assistants

of the political directors,”

The Crisis in Transportation.

We have already reported the grave condition of Sovied wvail-

WHYVS,

Mumerecus items in the official press indicate that there *

has been no improvement in this field. We cite a few instances,
On Feb. 8, Pravda reported that 280 automobiles were left
standing in the yard of the Gorki automobile plapt. On March

17, in the Gorki yard 2,141 cars remained standing.

“Some of

them are becoming spoiled, others ave half-covered with snow and
fee, .. The vavd where the finizshed machines are left standing

for months ix guarded poorly.
fram the machines."

Various parts ave being  stolen-
(Pravda, March 1B, Our emphasis.)

Flopd threatens om the shores of the rivers Volga, Kama,
Viatka, Beloya and others in the Tartar Republie, wheve valusble

freight has been stored: 128,000 tons of gwain, 13,149 tons of .

hay belonging to the state and unspecified quantities of kolkhox

hay, toegether with car-londs of sugar, salt, )
At the zingle station of Sosnovka, gn the

glabaster, brick, ete,

lumber, cememnt,

shores of the Viatka rviver JJE[}'-I:EH of lumber are 31{'3,1:11::1..‘

The same situation exists on thé' river Sura.
rallways ave unuble to move this freight,

forr “inaetivity ™
('ravds, March 19.)

Meanwhjle the
Ezpecially eriticized

ig the administration of the Kazan railway line.

Stalin's remedy: more executions umurig the railway personnel.

Hook Blasts Moscow FrameUps
In New York Radio Broadcast

“Certaindy anvbody who calls
himseld a sovialist, o fviend of
the labor movement, or even a
liberal, must cry ouwt with in-
dignation against these totalitar-
ian trials which Stalin offers us
as proof that he has established
gocianlism,”  Professor  Sidney
Hook, of Mew York University,
stated in a radio address over
station WEVD, New York, on
Tueaday, March 22,

“Belween Staling the execution-
er, and the very idea of social-
ism, theére yawns an impassable
gulf. Human hopes for a betler
social order everywhere depend
upon an undevatanding  of the
trith  abpoul the Moscow Lrials,
and the iexsons they teach,” he
declayved,

Testimony Proved False

Eoeplving to Mary Van Kieeck,
of the Russell Sage Foundation,
who presented the orthodox Sta-
limist positicn on the same pro-
gram, FProfessor Hook pointed
out that the logical structure of
the three drials rested on cight
defendunts  who  alleged  they
were  intermediaries  between
Trotsky and the other defendants.
He showed that in every case
the testimony of competent per-
sons and doecumentary evidence
had proven the alleged communs
ications  with Trotsky to have
been impossible.

“Instead of offering evidence,
the last trial wnfolded a story
comparced to which the Arabian
Nights is as sober as a grocer's
Lill. The apologists of the Stalin-
ist trials would have us believe
that of the sixty leading politic-
ul . figures around Lenin all but
Stalin were spies, assassing, and

wreckers, This would be compar-

able to saying that out of the
o6 American revolutionists who
signed - the Deglaration -of Inde-
pendence all but one twrned out
to be British spies....

"When the Russian Roevolulion

the sea forves of the Netherlands
and the United States. In the
event of a far Eastern war,
joint operation of the Metherlunds
and Aperican navies weuld be
esgential,”

peeurred, its enemics proclaimed
it to be the work of madmen,
criminals, spies and degenerates.
That, it woenld seem, iz about te
become the official view of the
Russian government. It would
also appear that the wmyeh-
vaunted achievements of the
Ruzsian Five "!I"E;ﬂl' Plans
earricd osut wnder the exclusive
lea-rim'a.-:hip of wreckers... Stalin
in the past claimed that the de-
fendants were his closest colla-

borators in all they undertook.. i

If they are guilty, can he be less -
-1 3 .

Stalim Dees Mol Believe

That Stulin himself does pot
believe in the fabricated testi-
mony of the trials, Professor
Hook asserted, is
the fact that he offers alliances
to countries, such as England,
with which Trotsky is alleged to
be conspiring for the overthrow
of the Sowviet Union. "The key
to the Moscow trialz,” he said,
a3 Blum pointed oul in connec-
tion with the Menshevik trials,
iz the neeossity of the Sialin re-
gime to find scapegoats for its
domestic failures and interna-
tional iselation.”™

He answered the argument of
supporters of the trials that they
were a blow at fascism by citing
Mussolini'k grecting of Stalin

“ag & fellow fasecist, erude in his

ways but traveling in the right
direction.” " He reminded “his
hearers that Stalin has refused
to join the labor boycott of Nazi
Gormany, skl supplies oil  to
Japan for her war with China,
and until a few weeks ago sup-
plied Mussolini with gas, oil and
other materials for use sgainst
Ethiopia and Spain.

Professor Hook concluded with
the warning thet Stalin's frame-
up and slander methods are pe-
ing dimported into the United
States, "The Communist Party,
which is the American branch of

the Ruossian foreign offige, I_ﬂ.s i

begun 8 campaign to mm-inna 126,
that whoever opposes-any nf lp
policigs iz a Benedict Arqud.qu
an. Agron Buir, Le., & SpY | mgi
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