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SOCIALIST APPEAL
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Jury To Get
New FactsIn

* Rubens Case,

Carlo Tresca Will Bare
Significant Links In
Moscow Frame-Up

Y JUNIUS

A vaviety of developmencs dur-
ing thoe past week, confirming
our earlier predictions, have Jift-
ed the Hobinzon-Buabens mystery
to a mew level and have exposed
stifl further the systematic cha-
rvacter of the frame-up methods
emploved by the Stalimist inter-
national to diseredit its political
opponents and drive the U.5. A,
intoe war with. Japan.

1. The G, P, U., after two
months of “sweating” Ruth Marie
Rubenz, pot her into line suf-
ficiently to be able to show her
to U.5. Embassy officials in the
presence of o proup of G.P.U.
agentz. Thesa officinls were por-
mitted to ask after her health
and to be told that she desired
no legal counsel or other assis-
slance, Mo questioning was al-
lowed reparding  the cireum-
stances of her avrest, “past act-
ivities, or the movements of De-
nald L. Robinson, her supposed
husband, whick were the usoal
gnes of & G.P.U. agent.

Dieranty On the Joh

2, The G.P.1., through Walter
Dusranty, New York Times cor-
respondent and cover-up journal-
ist for Stalin, has begun a cam-
paign to sell the Robinson-Rubens
frame-up to the American public,
which has been highly skeptical
of Mozeow’s hints that these G.
P.U. agents are “Trotakyite.
Bukharinite-fascist™ agents  of
the” Rome-Berlin-Tokio axis,

Hiz first contribution was an
“imaginative” account of Lhe
interview between  Mys., Rubens
and the Embassy representatives
in which he described how the G.,
P.U. inguisitors had established
their “moral ascendancy™  over
the woman and thus bent her to
their will. All that he succeeded
in revealing was the extent’ of
Stalin"s “moral ascendancy™ over
Daranty.

Duranty, who . has frequently
veferred hizs readers to Dostoiew-
sky as a guide to an understand-
ing of Stalin's Russia, now pdds
Freud as an additional indizpen-
sakle reference for an under-
standing of the methods of the
G.P.U.

There was frightful truth in
his “imaginary” aceount of how
Mrs, Rubens looked fearfully at
hor G.P.U. captors before dar-
ing to answer the pertinent and
vital questions put to her by
Henderson. But Duranty bireczily
explained it all as “moral ascen-
dancy.”

Tresea Issues Statement

3. A sepsational statement
concerping  the Juliet Stuait
Poyntz case was made by Carlo
Tresca, ararchist and owtstand-
ing Italian anti-fascist in  (his
country., Tresca charped publicly

Held By Stalin

Mrs. MARIE RUBENS

charge. Moreover, her attorney
haz' belatedly conceded that my
charge is not impossible. It iz
more than that. It is truc.

Epstein Keeps Silent

I have been asked vepeatodly
whethey the man | aceuse s the
ane named inoan article in g New
York newspaper, Shachne Ep-
stein, former editor of a Com-
munigt paper bere. If I had want-
ed to tell the man™s nome Lo the
press, 1 would have dene 50, ]
will tell hiz name to the Grand
Jury. 1 can add nothing publicly
at this time. T can only say that,
as far as 1| know, Shachnoe Fp-
stein has not filed any lipel suils
ar even protested.

“We are on the trail of people
wha  know  important  relevant
facts. One is an Amevican agent
of the G.P.U., who, before boe-
ing sent from Moscow to Dar-
celona, where he played o role
in Lll‘m- mwpeler of 1y dear com-
rade, Professor Camillo Berner,
stovling anti-faszeist and anaveh-
ist philosopher and educator,
spent a tesn in a Danish prison
after being convicted as a Bus-
gian spy.  His pame is Goovge
Mink. He iz a New York Com-
munist Party functionary. MHis
past is a matter of public vecord,
He and others of his stripe whom
we are seeking could cast light
on the Poyntz affain.

Conspiracy Under Way

"We are not dealing with
petty passport fraad, but with
o conspivacy originating in Mos-
cow, in which that frapd iz &
stere link, The object is the stag-
ing of a Moscow frame-up trisl,
designed to stimulatc war fever
here through a spy scave, and
thus drive this country toward
war for Stalins benefit.

“We are going to pot to the
bottom of the Robinson=Rubens.
Povntz-0x.P. U, case and expose
the war-mongerving conspirators
and their master in the Kremlin "
Panic-stricken by ihe rewveln-
tions concerning  Stalin's latest
frame-itp, the Daily Worker has
denounced Tresca as a Japanecac-
Faseist spy and has applicd the
same term to Herbert Salow, a
journalist who ran o series of
avticles in the New York Sun
last week exposing the detuils of
the Rubens conspivacy.

that the disappearvanes of Miss
Povitz is connected with the Re.
binzon-Rubenz-G.P. U frame-up.
He huas wvolunteered details -amd
been subpoenacd to appear before
# Federal Grand Jury, When the
appeayanes was postponed Mon-
day, Tresca, who was o meniber
of the Dewey Commission on the
Mpscow trials, isswed the follow-
ing statement to the press:

“1 vegret the postponement of
my appearance before the Grand
Jury in the Robinson passport
fraud matter, You know I am not
permitted to rveveml what T in-
tend to say to the Grand Jury.
Last week 1 charged publicly
that a Russian seéeret police agent
made off with Miss Poyniz. She
has not appeared sinee, nor has
the Communist Party cited a
single fact to cast doubt on my

Beard Slaandiered

IL has alse mode  insinuations
H.;I_','i.lil"lﬁl- Ty, Chavles A, Bead, ad-
vocale of an “iselationist” pro-
gram in foreign affairs, who re-
cently  attacked the Roosoevolt-
Browder big navy ‘program, by
sugpesting that Beard's attitude
spripgs from his Japanesc con-

mections, b, the fact that he
served  the Tokio municipality
afterr the great cavthgquake in

1928 as an expert on municipal
government roform,

And, of course, the time-honor-
od gangster methods of the Sta-
linists are being brought into
play to prevent the truth reach-
ing the light. A witness sppport-
ing Tresea's charges this webk
received anonymous threats over

the telephone from a pay station,

rewalutionist,

Eommunist League of China Needs
Our Financial Aid On Firing Line

China’s struggle against the invading legions: of Japanezc im-
pevialism iz the concern of every worker and, above all, of every

Sympathy with China's struggle can be translated info prac.

T

|of work, was concerned with the

| BULLETIN!

trancous questions and foeqas atdor
ple but paramoont izsve of civil

Carolina,

wine-vear-old  jail sentence.

dition of Pred Beal, leader of the
textile workers' steike, who was
murder charge and sentenced to

" lin prison. The textile barons w

|of Flogh.

Heal from  prison.

to Morth Covaling.”

for
the mame time fetive
International
bronght

Sprague Coolidge of Hayvard

mitter for the defense of Fred Be

ing the defense,”

The Committee further reminds
let entitled ~Gastonia—the Citad
Strwgerle in the Seuth,” wiitten
same William F. Dunne, at a time

In order to “eut through all secondary and ex-

Beal has decided to drop the fight against his ex-
teadition amd surrender to the anthorvities of Novth
The Mon-Partisan Defense Commmittee
will eontinue the firht there for g

The State of North Carclina has sent its repre-
ventalives to Massachosetts to press for the extra-

They eannot forgive Beal for tiying to
organize their slaves, Their state government is
right on the job, demanding of the Maszsachuseiis
muthorities that their vietim be surrendeved.
Father Edmud A, Walsh, Dean of Georgetown
Umiversity School of Foveign Service, notorious
Jezuit enemy of the Soviet Union, made a public
attanck on the defense efforts being made to save
Speaking before the Boston
League of Cathelic Women, Walsh declared {ac-
cording to the Boston Daily Record of January 31,
1938) that “the same radical group who defended
1 Suceo and Vanzetti will attempt to make an issue
of Beal's case and apitate agoingt his extradition

C. I’. Sabotaging Delense

A press release of the Mon-Partisan Committee
the BPefense of Fred Beal veports that “at
Communists, Art Shields
apd William F. Dunne, of the Communist Party’s |
Labor Defense organization,
pressure B0 bear on Professor  Albert

Mizz Jeszica Henderson of Hoston, the two gua-
ranters of Beal's bail bond, uweging them to with-
draw their support of Beal, but have failed in
that. Variows moembers of the Non-Parvtisan Come

messages seeking to intimidate them into abandon-

was still @ member of the Communizt Party,

ﬁttlepage ‘Eviden;:e; B_oomerang
Against Communists, Lamont Finds

Workérs Must Rally Around Beal
To Fight Sabotage of His Defense

Dunne wrote:
"An attempt

wion on the sim-
liberties,” Fred

ewerzal of Beal's | which will stand

famous Gastonin
framed-up on a
a 20-vear torin
ant their pound

whele.”

Rimea  thay

the “actiual
these workers [
electrie elair and
is that they ovga
ers Umion and lec

in the South.”

defense of Beal,
nevate agent D
cops and jailers!
“Put him in
dailers.
"Withdraw his
have
University and
" Burround Bea

al have vectived

of every honest
e of a pamph-
el of the Class
in 1920 by the
when Fred Beal

Every method was tried to arouse the populace to
a murderous frenzy. ...
a task meeding - the greatest enevgy and speed--
Ito vally the whole Ameriean labor mowoment s
the whole working clazs in a solid bettle line

waES written, only
changed: Frod Beal guit the Commmumist DParly
and, after his vefwrn from Buszsia, beenme o eritic
of the Stalinist regime. The frame-up is the same;
the “would-he execubioners”™ are the =ame: it is
gtill true fhat, az Dunne wirole nine years ago,
venson for the atiempt o

Dunne, Shields and Browder,
What Must Be Done

clazzs solidarvity! Defemd this victim of a capitalist
frame-up from the textile barvons' prizons! Shiceld
Wiy from the Novth Cavoling jailers and iheir
depraved asszistants of the Communizst Parly! —
those are the battle-cries of every honest worker,

whe is revolted by the infamous attempt the Sta-
linist dieks, and their allies, the Southern sheviffa
and the Jesuit reaction, ave making to vailvoad
an upright, fearless mewmber of the working class
to fwenty years in a eapitalist dungeon.

was made to lvneh Fred Beal.

It 45 the faslk now—and

hetweoen theze workers and their

would-be executioners, a battle line which will op-
pose an unbreakable front and advancing ranks
to the murderous offensive of the textile barons,
their government and the capitalist cluss as »

Oniy Ome Change

one  Lthinge has

railromd
Beal and hiz comrades] to the
to long teres in the penitentiary
nized the MNational Textile Wark-
I a strike of workers in the Lovay

Mill—the stronghold of the cotton textile industyy

But another change has taken place. In 1929,
the Communist Party was in the vamgunyd of thq-l
In 1038, the C.P. and its dege-

nne are i the vanguard of the

wighn!™ cry the Movth Caralina

Lail!™ ery the jailers' assistants,

I with an iron wall of working

libeval, of cvery decent person

The American Committce for
the Defense of Leon Trotsky has
just made public three vepliesz
sent to My, Corliss Lamont, sec-
vetary . of -the Friendz of the -So-
viet Union, in answer to a ¢iren-
lay letter ke had mailed to meni-
bers of the Amervican Committee
in ithe hope of having them dis-
sociate themselves from the Com-
mittee wnd from the Dewsy In-
quiry Commission and its report.
The vain hope of Lamont was
based on an article on Soviet
industrial sabotage written for
the Saturday Evening PPost by a
My, Littlepagpe, Amerienn en-
gincer whoe worked in Russia for
several wears. In the article,
which was sent to all American
Commidttee members, Littlepage,
obviguzly a red-baiter, denounces
all “Communists™ as sabotagers
wnd wreckers by their very poli-
deal natuye. In this category he
nlsn ncludes the present viders
of the Soviet Union.

Whilewash “ Witness™

“This s the new “wilness”
whom  the secretary of the
Friends of the G.P.U. prodoced
in an attempi to whitcwash the
aszassing who  framed-up the
Mozcow Trials!

In hiz reply to Lamont, MNor-
man Thomas wrake: “The Dewey
Committee, which consideving
all the circumstances seems o
me to have done & very fine piece

charges against Trotsky, not all
the charge: made in Russia, and
I do yol think its findings part-
icularly affected one way or the
other by such proof as the
Saturday Evening Post avticle
offers concerning sabotapge.”

A stinging reply by Carle
Tresea, editor of 11 Martello,
anarchist weekly, declayed;

Littlepage's Testimony

“You must have thowght of My,
Fard, the LaFallette Committoe

Ty

tical action by giving financial suppart—hadly needed—~io the
Chineze section of the Fourth International.

The Communist League of China, hounded by the Kuemintang
and its Stalirist allies, ha= been plunged inte a financial crisis
by the war. It has appealed to the Socialist Workers Party for
aid in continuing and extending its work and thereby discharging
its greal revolutinary responsibilities,

An appeal s going out to all party branches to collest funds
for the Chinese vevolutionists, The party looks for a quick and
Fenerouz rogponze from every member able to comtribute,

Ta sympathisers who will be veached only by the Socialist Ap-
peal we ask for a similar respense.

Send in your contribution==large or small—and send it in now,
addressed to the Socialist Appeal, 116 University Place, New

York City. ;
| Act at once to help keep aloft the revolutionary banper of the
| Fourtli Intérnational fn Ghinal .. .. . s :
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and the deplorable espionage
system practised in some Ameri-
can  industries, when you came
aeross phrases like this in M
Littlepage's article:

" *The police department of the
Commissaviat of the Interior has
its representatives in every So-
viet factory, farm, mine and n-
stitution, who keep busy looking
|I:|ul. for potential or actual weeck=
[ers, and organize a whole army
of amateur spies to assist them
In fact, =0 many people in. Soviet
institutions are busy watching
producers to sec that they be-

are more watchers than there are
producers,”

“What do you expect, my dear
Corliss, from & country where

have properly that I suspect theve | #

Watchers? Lets call them spies
o agent-provocatewrs, Boecause—
Oh! yes, because—when you have
‘watchers' you have agent-provo-
CRLEUEE. v . . . e R ——
“I thought you were sending
me a piege from a  respectable
bourgeois magazine to give evi-
dence that Trotsky iz guilty. I
can’t find inm it & word sugpesting
that Trotsky participsted in za-
botape in Russia.

“Are you, my dear Corliss,
getting to be such a dumb tool
of Stalin that youw O.K. articies
without reading them?™

Trager's Reply

Frank M. Trager, Former ma-
tional labor secretary of the So-
cialist Party, wrote back to La.
monl, saying that “as o friend
of the Soviet Union—as therefore
a sympathizer to Communism.
may I say to you that suppot
you give to such a wilness as;
Littlepage is comparable lo sup-
port of a Lusk Committes or a
Hague. Mo socialist eoulk nov
should any sympathizer whe is
really anxious to defend the So-
viet , Union, actel and publicize
the testimony of a man who says:
* *Now, sabotagre is a familiar
Communist  weapon  in every
country; industrial sabolage in
Jie United States can usuaily be
eraced Lo Communists or people
who think like Communists. It
is hardly suwprising that some
Communiztz should wse this same
weapon in Russia, once they have |
decided that the existing regime
does not satisfy their own pe-
culiar notions.

Reason For Sabolage

“‘As T see it, the reason op-
ganized sabotage has proved far
more effective  in Russia than
anywhere else i3 that Commun-
ists occupl most of the highese
places in REussian industey....'

“"Thizs im effect argues that
Communizm as such utilizes the
weapon of sabotage, thal pacti-
cular events traceable to sabo-
tage arc usuvally perpeteated in
Russia as well. i the United
States by Communists. In fact
the more Communists abouk, ihe
more frequently  does sabotage
result,

“This is the ‘philosephy’ or pro- |

Does he come into court with,
clean hands? Is he a credible
witness to be accepted hy F.5.
U.'ers and socialists? I deny it
—and regret, siv, that yow see
fit to popularvize an utterly un-
worthy testimony from a man who
by his open and frank statement
is our class enemy.”

ROOM FOR RENT

Maodern cofvenienees, mclud-
ing phoné; veasonable. Trol-
leys, subways. Phone Glen-

more 2-3153; eall mornings or

L

ity industrisl phngs? I\ L
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Dock Strike Ends

stopped all

fession of faith of your w]tne.tiﬁ.]
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British Dockmen
Stop Japan Cargo

Like others at  Middlos-
brough and London, British
stevedores at  Soulhampton,

England, refuzcd last week to
handle 22 bales of Japanese
cotton geods which had arviv-
di ™Premy WEwW YAl T an the
liner Bevengarvia, The Associat-
ed Prosz said the shipment
would probably have 1o be ve-
turned to New Yovk.

The workers vequire little
PECRURSION to acl against the
Japancse imperinlists, but they
need to be given a lead. It i=
High time the maritime unions
and the longshoremen  went
inte wetion in this country,
both to prevent Japanese goods
fromm being landed here and
to stopy our own ruhing class
from aiding the Japanese im-
perialistz with munittons and
supplies.

Revalutionists and left-wing
grouping: in  these unions
must pive the workers a lead,
Lot wz act NOW,

Y

Wih Gains In PR

The six-week dock strike ghat
cargo to amd feom
Puerte Rico ended on Februery
10, when the shipowners agreed
to accept the arvbitratiom plan
propesed by Governor Winship
Jd previously  aceested by the
trikevs. The longshoremen went
back to work for 40 cents an
howr (the vate was 32 gents be-
fore the strike), the final wage
to be determined by the m-i:n-i!:-'a-L
tion bowrd appointed hy the Go-,
VEITOL,

The suteome of the strike was
a victory for C.L.0O. and A.F.
of T.. cooperation. The bulk of
the strikers, the longrhoremen,
belong to the Free Federation of
Labov, aifiliated with the A F.
of L., while the clerks, checkers
and watchimen were vecently ors
ganized by the C.1.0., which
gave leadevahip to the strike, The
crews aboard the ships, members
of the C.1.0. National Maritime
Union, wade the tie-up comp-
letely effective by refusing to
handle cargo.

Do yeu Know Alice?
Wait until yon see ovr Alice.
HE'S A RIOT!

Thra The Thermidor”
A muzical farss,

Given by The Uwser Wost Side
thi= Salurday, February 19th
916 9th Awvo.. [(aear BBth St6)

Dancing and Drinks of course,

" Alige

FRED BEAL

NO SOLUTION
PROVIDED IN
HOUSING BILL

Act Filled With Jokers
Offers No Aid To
Millions

By JOHN

The long awaited passape ol
the MNational Housing Act has
taken place and Franklin D
Roosevelt hoas signed it, making.
it law, From the favorable pub-
licity that the Act has veceived
at the hands of the capitalisl
press, the workervs have been le
to helieve that Iasting benefit:.
will vesult from its being put ints
operation. |
The Will, however, is a sham
from bepinning to end. This car
be seen from a Dbriel analysiz
of the sitvation we face and tha
golution offered by the Act.

FREDERICKS

Shortage of Homes

There is at the present time an
acute  shovtage of howmes  fo
waorkers amounting Lo hetweet .
ong, and one and one-hall millign
dwelling umits.  In addition
this there ave bebween one ane
anéhalf and twa mallien dwell-
inEs new in uwge that are urf.
for human habitation. The Hous.
ing Aect, in ovder to remedy this
situation, would have Lo pprovide
new homes $90 betweoen five an
eight million persons,

It wonld alzo hove to romave
fromy wetive venting the twos mil
ian  econdemned boildings  now
standing in the slums. It will
oo secn that the Act will not
touch the problem when it is
realized that the Govermment
will do wo actual building or
tearing down itself, but will only
make funds available for othor
groups Lo work with., There will
be mo slpms eliminatod as a re-
solt of thizs bill because private
ewners  will refuse bto destroy
property  that is  prodituble Lo
them,

If the worker wanls & new
heomie umder the Howzimge Ael, ke
will hawve to buy one  alveady
Built o hive someone to build o
homie for him. But first he muost
have the sum of 36800 in cash—
o he gets no home., The number
of slum dwellers who have this
g tucked up their sleeve ave
few and far between, The work-
ere' only other course under the
Act will be o rvend a howme.

Another Cateh

Here we pan into onother of
he Act's catches. ” The large.
scale apartment houses will be
built, owned and opevated by
private interests,  The Act pro-
vides that a private capitalist,
or group, way  borvow  money
from © the movernment twenty
times the amount he is willing to
invest himself. In other words,
he can borvoesy 220000080 provid-
ingr he is willing to invest 3100,
000 himself. The only evidenco
of good faith s ihat he must
shew that he has started bwild-
g operations.

The result of this policy will
be the passing out of large sums
of money to speeulative builders,
who will slap up flimsy build-
ings, at high vents, and then milk:
'the tenants for the vest of their
|Iiw5. It will not guavantee
proper housing o low  rents
which is what the workers need.
In fact, the workers have cause
for alarm because of Roosevell's
threat that the labor costs of the
building trades must be cut dovwn.
Every effort in the divestion ol
cuts mest be met with stern re-

— e S — —

i ROOM WANTED

Young man would like to shave
room, apartment or studio
with ‘congenia) - soul:  Write
18, M., /o Socintist Appead::

e

sistance on the part of the work
| IR,

| The Act will savee move hnem
| than good to the workers in the
Nong run. It opens thie voad wide
to tl'Eﬂ'tf;_fr:gp_ana:lu1l of t_l-'.'"e wiprEl
Mib i the ome, of, elofps Hhe
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SOVIET UNION NOTES

| Duranty “Explains” USSR Economie Crisis

| Like Purges —By Concealing Facts i
!

And Belittling Seriousness,

‘By JOHN G. WRIGHT

Walter (Dostoievsky) Duranty Reports for Duty

In recent years Duranty's journeys to Moscow coincided
with =sensational developments there. When the monstrous
Moscow frame-ups were staged, Duranty just happened to be
there, with handy references to Dostoievsky to explain every-
thing, Dukanty's latest appearance in Moscow s providing him
with an oppértunity to do more “explaining” in the field of
Vyshinsky's “justice,” involving, this time, the Robinson-Rubens
enigma—regarding which, incidentally, his reticence for two
whole months was as mystevious as that of the G.P.U.

Duranty Tries to Minimize the Crisis

To account for u grave decline in sueh key industriez as
atecl, coal, and tranzportation, Duranty begine by qualifying. it
mevely as & “vecession” and ‘.H_ government reduetivn of “daily
production norms” a procedure, if you were to beliove Duranty,
that is “not unprecederited” but only “sufficiently unusual to
merit attention.” Nething serious, you understand. In paint of
fact, "objectively speaking,” it is a species of prowing pains.
For, according to optimistic Walter, one of the prime reasons

for the decline is “the vast étent of industrialization and the

spead at which it is being earvied on” (M. Y. Times. February 0.)
Haz the basic equipnient of industries been uwndermined, as we
Lave rveported in the Socialist Appeal, and as is apparent from
even a cursory veading of the Soviet Press? Pish and piffle,
implies Duvanty. The lathes and machines have merely “aged.”
And adds: “In the circumstances it is not surprising that they
have aged rapidly—the wonder is that they stand up at all.”
From Duranty’s own report it appears that imports of
machinery from abroad have had to be rvesumed “in a big way”
in an attempt to remedy this grave condition, The population
is suffering, ameng other things, from a shortage of butter,
which iz being exported to pay for machinery. “The Russians-

are grumbling..... from Leningrad to Restov and from Moscow
to Sverdlovsk.”

But Duranty has a simple formula with which to dismiss ! <. o

this “trifle.” Says he: "The answer iz simple—the Bolsheviki
prefer machines to butter.” Duranty, you will observe, is as
“simple” in his explanations as fascists like Goering, who also
speak for the preferences of the German people, declaving they,
for then purt, prefer guns to butter.

Duranty Falsifies Statistices

. Against this background of facile and dishonest explana-
tions, Duranty proceeds to juggle with official statistics, and as
a rvesult conveys the impression that the aetual drop was not
so sericus after all. For instance, he reports the cut in norms
for s-%m:!] az being from 57,900 tons dally in December to 57,000
tons in Janvary; and in coal p cut from 408,500 to 2RB5,200 tons.

H.H IIE “fl_l-rgfr_ﬂ." :_I:I dﬂ jﬂ l.:' 'I‘«E'H-I.:II‘E t-hat. t-hel'l} WErE t_w“ Qu“ i_“ "

January, and that the figures he cites were maintained only for
the ﬁr.ﬂr.ll'rw days in that month. For the greater part of January
the efficial nerm for coal was set at 384,000 tons, while for steel

the norm was cut to 54,700 tons, ie., aliost four times the cut
reported by Duranty.

But the slickest stunt Duranty pulls is in "reporting” the
nctual eutput attained. Tn this sphere he prefers to use " pereent-

ages,” and glibly reports an “average production of 00 peicént.7 o i

After all, you see, all that is involved here is & mere lag of “10
percent.” According to official Soviet figures the production in
steel has been averaging only 50,000 tons daily; in coal 360,000
antt in car loadings avound 75,000 (as against the original plan
of 95,000).

The decline has been wost catastrophic in railways, Duranty
prefers to overlook this item as due to “seasonal’factors,” al-
though the Soviet press has been filled with “alarm signals™
over the situation. We have alveady eited in this eolumn numer-
ous passages from Pravda in thiz connection. We limit ourselves
to ene additional quotation from that paper, which prints a dis-
pateh relating to the breakdown of the important Stalinsk rail-
way and charges that the failure of the key station on that
roud has practically elosed dewn the metallurgid planits in the
South. According to this dispatch: “No one bere even bothers
to consider the fact that because of the peor functioning of the
station the furnaces are not operating and cntive branches of
metallurgical plants are not working at full capacity.” (Pravda,
January 31.)

L‘risi_s Sharper Than Officials Admit

Cn the bazis of Duranty's dispatch we can state with
ceviginty that the cconowic erisis is far grairq::r than could have
been gathered from the official statistics, even taking into con-
sidecation their notoviously falsificd chardcter. For one thing
this can be tstablished from the fact that Duraniy cvades mon-
tioning ‘those aspects which the Soviet press itielf has besn
drumming on. (He does not even breathe a word about the dif-
fieulties in apring sowing!) On the other hand, Duranty implics
that even hirthur cuts are to be expected. He states that the
import of machines and equipment will be ineveased in the future,
and indicates that Soviet industry is almost entively without
reserves “to cover breakage repairs and replacements—for which
they are now paying the price.” Ominous words indeed! Further-
more, his dispatch makes public a crisis in precisely those key
industrics =—oil and steel—in which the official press has been
claiming “successes” of Jate. If Duranty has been permitted fo
mick the bubble of Stalinist. claims on the eve of the third Five-
Year Plan, it is only because the raling clique seeks to prepare
public oponion for a slight “regession.” The job of Stalins ace
foreign correspondent is precisely to cover up the full extent of
the crisis by admissions of “minor” and “temporary” difficultics.

Other Soviet Dispatches Egqually “Colored”

The  tendenticus nature of veports from Russia that have
recently appeaved in the N. Y. Times extends to other fields
as well, Thus, on February 10, the Times printed a dizpateh
on the corrent purge, without Duranty's by-line, but with a |
familiax note. The idea the “dispatch” tries to sell is that the
current purge is also neither “unprecedented” mov se very ex-
tensive. The anonymous correspondent has the gall Lo state that
under Lenin there were “bigger and better” purges. We re-
produce this plece of falsification verbatim: Mumerically, as
great as such expulsions have bden, they do not compare with
the great purge of 1921, when, it was estimated, one-thivd of
the party were expelled or placed on probation.” The 1921
“purge” took place-at the elose of the Civil War, when the Nn'.t}"
membeiship did npot number more than 1,500,000 (as againat
feur million at’ the beginning of Stalin’s purge), when tens of
thousands of Belsheviks had fallen on the field of battle, and
when, after the wvictory, shady eleménts and eavcerists were
attempting o flood .the ranks of the parvty. The purge thén
was directéd against this scum, and not against those in any

way connected with the October vevolution, as is the case at

E-m:nm of the early days of the QOctober
columns weére opep to every conceivable kind . of antivEnlfshc}ri%};
rumor and siander. Isn't it ’hgﬂe premutufe, for .I'&'E T
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present. By printing these and similar falsifieations—with which 0
we shall deal in future issugs—the N. Y. Times is, repoating its 2088
Revolution; whe_n its Lo
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