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_Spnttars Swept
nimm Top Burlles

"';Elﬁctium: Drive Them
- From Central Labor

- Organs in Midwest

_-:-ﬂ;_.t MINNEAPOLIS, — With_  one
-|. elean sweep, progressive slates
& dn.the Minneapelis Central Labor
J{]mﬂn and the St Pawl Trades
lhd Labor Assembly last month

- drove out of office local Stalin-
ista and theit fronts who have

; ,__Ifnng‘ been striving to split and

e ; d established unions in the
e Twin Cities,
5= A namber of other ]:Ing'I.'EEh.W'L'!

-' - .developments  have oceurved in
" the Twin Cities area during the
1 -.;]!-Htr wignth, the effeclt of which
has greatly strengthened the
Cumdon movement in this section.
; "' L° On Janunary T-B the annual
; .-ﬂlml..mnx in the General Drivers
* Local 544 were held, resulting
i : in' the return of all officers to
. their previous posts. Bill Brewn
. Wwon the vave for president, the
qn].:.r office which was contested,
B by a 3 to 1 vote.

i Miles Dunne Elected
e H'_;\_:H_ LY
0. 2. On January 14 the Minnca-
r tu!r]ra Teamsters Joint  Council
“1 demonstrated the harmony exist-
#% - thg in the ranks of the local
i3 -ﬂrl--ing crafts by unanimously
[ -agreeing upon the new execative
: hnurd Miles Dunne was clocted
LOY to the post of secretary-trepsur-
£ er, the office formerly held by the
W' minrtyved Pat Corcoran.
-8, On January 14 the St Paul
o 1_I'|I"rn.:]r_~5 and Labor Assembly, at
= . the largest delegate assembly
-;, ever held, vepudiated the anti-
L Jabor St Paul Grand Juvy repet
£ “"]'ﬂgl:‘]"l inspived by the Citizens
A.'llia:mc, was intended to be 0
. weapon against the drivers” move.
‘. ".'r_.'['.i'lﬂit in the Twin Cities. By this
action the delegates emphatienlly
0 Payerzed - an earvlier indorsement
L of the jury veporl made by the
ik .~ Bt. Paul Union Advoeate and by
S op few conservative union officialz
e . in that city.

.'.ti- :
Split Drive Defeated

{_ 4. In Austin, Minnesota, . .the
5., oyérs initiated a campaign
ﬂmgnuﬂ ta split and disovganize
. the wnion movement. The Austin
* Drpivers Union and the C.1. -L'}
mwmmht which in this town is
dirgeted by progressives, formed
Ca united front, beat back the
- seabby schemes of the bosses, and
*  through a strike won o 10-cent
-"g‘_: “']mm]:,. increase for a Miscellane-
~pus Workers Union of the C.1.0.
B. A committec of 150 Minnea-
‘polis  union officials has been
= formed to draw up and present
o tn Governor  Benson  demands
~ealenlated to return to the trade
- umnion movement the decisive voice
-l‘“'.’.:n Farmer-Labor Party cireles.
% '"Bénann and a group of Stalinist
- Blooges, backed by the Commuon-
13.1;. Party, arve sceking to carry
thn F.L.P. far to the right into
o ,,;u People's Front stew of right-
4 " wing'F.L.P.'"ers, New Deal De-
:ﬂmmh il "”"}h’“”""p Min-
_,'lt'm.-l:uta Republicans,” thus isolal-
;?ng in- LU, eiveles the pro-
. pressive urricn movement of the
Bl - skatc.

-

_ Demands To Be Made
- The committee of unicnists

il demand of Benson that he
e return the coming F.L.P. state
eonventton  from Duluth to St
" Paul, that he assure labor its
.}Hu-per donrinant role in the F.LP.

' f-' “eouncils, ete.
. The net result of the above
o listed “developments is to place
¢ labor in Minnesota in a stronger
. position than ever, and to assure

e
it 2o

H.al-u.
'..-'

. I-.hﬁa continued progressive deve-
= lopment of the unions in this
5% " ‘state. L
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JOE LUBICH

With deep sorrow the Min-
~meapolis branch of the Social-
i ;-‘d-tb Werkers Party reports the
o death-of Joe Lubich, 48, treas-
'_-_ unpr of the Janitors Union,
{ for 20 years a member of the
. Workmen's Cirele, an old so-

o cialist, and a sympathizer of

-.-.-j.tiie _Left Opposition sinee
. 1928,

-:'__.;- Joe Lubich was c¢hairman of

] “a ccommittec which came to
:'. “the Genersl Drivers Unien in
a =’ thHe early hours of May, 1924,
L5 t8 offer its services to Che
r s’t-i'lkera Thiz committee be-

Ulpame one of the main props
L for food collections during the
May and July strikes and ve-
5 presented an important seetion
.of the Northside labor move-
'n'uant which was thus placed
. behind the strike,

'gi--Tht executive bosrd of the
eneral “Drivers Unjon, - to-
£ with a large delega-
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SOCIALIST APPEAL :

February 19, 1938

Twm Cities Progressives Score

ymashing Victory

aneapolis Teamsters Sue

“Daily Worker” for Libel

= me=

Martjf red Unmﬂmt

PATRICK CORCORAN

P
Complaint Lists Repeated

Stalinist Slanders
Against Union

Chavging that the Daily Woerk-
er,  official organ of the Come-
munist  Party published fulse,
madicious and Jdefamatory state-
ments about them, fve leadere of
Minneapolis® largest uniom  filed
suit this week in the Fedeval
Court of the Southern District
of MNew York, clalming damages
of $335,000.00. The compiaint is
probably the longest on record
in any bbel suit, covering over
1M pages and 16 exhibits.

Local 544 of the General Driv-
ers Union of Minneapeolis, af-
filinted with the American Fede-
vation of Labor, William &
Brown, the president of the Local,
Fareell Dabbz, Gramt Dunne,
Milez Dunne and Virneent Dunne,
all leaders of the Union, arve the
plaintiffs, Morris D. Forkosch of
Mew York iz the attorney co-
oporvating with Albort Goldman,
Chicage labor afttormey and at-
torney for Leon Trotsky during
the hearing of the Dewey Com-

Fa = l
One In Six In N. Y.
Depend Upon Relief

Ume-sixth of the poepualation
of Mew York City is depend-
ent on some form of reliel.
paecording to te flindings in 2
survey gueled February 13 by
the New York Times.

Public sssistance rolls em-
brace, according {0 the survey,
1.255.0000 of Mew York's 7.-
470,000 men, women - and
children  amd the swmber s
rising at the vate ef 5,000 por
werk,

Thiz revealing  statistical
picture _of eapitalism in decs
lime points the wrgent weecd
for orgamization and militant
action by the workers, both®
employed and uncmployed, (o
prevent  ihe capitalists  and
their govermment from  load-
ing the burdens of the erisis
aialo their backs—ia lght Tor
socinlisn as the only way ool
of the blind alley of capital-

Liﬂul_. ]

Rorty Bives
Stinging Reply
To “Writers”

mission in Mexico.
Malicious Slanders

In the complaint it is alleged |
that on 16 differont occasiens the |

Big Stel Slgns

Again With CI0

With Fat War Orders

- | cause qf %ﬁhmhun}. her pecoid

Coeming Seon

NEW YORK.—Big Stcel lasi
week - venewed s agrecmment
with the Steel Workers Ovganiz-
ing Commibtee of the C.1.0.,
maintaining the basic 25 per day
and 40-hour week that has e-
vailed throughout United States
Btee] subsidisries the past
months. The alacrity with which
the steel company brgnud U i
|f1ertm] itz unwillingness fo mvite
lebor difficulties =t a time when
i fat way contracts are logmi inge.

The conteact signed February
0 differs from the 1937 apvee-
ment orly in that it vans fer an
indefinite  pericd. Mepotiations
can be opened be either party
on ten days wotice, If, after am
mdditional ten days of nepotia-

the contract is null and void.
Open Shop Prevailg

Az before, the 3.W. 0.0, re-
presents only its own members,
amd the companizs still hold to
tho open shop, Union of ficinls did
not ask for o clescd shop, it was
reponried.

While the comfiaet wess osbon-
zibiv  pepotiated  bolween  the
unign and Carnegie-I0insis Stenl,
it will apply to zll subs=idiaries
of U5, Steol. Union officials
cabimnbed that S00,000 Ll work-
ers will be vnder similar agree-
ments  before  negotinbions
comzlnded,

Union officials hailed the sizn-
ing az o victory for the C.1.0.
]Jﬂhl’.‘}" of  maintaining wapo-
levels despite price cuts, especial-
ly as U.5. Steel used the ocea-
saon to annownce jeductions §n
the price of steel

Satisficd

Expressing  his  satisfaction
with the renewal of the formoer
contracts, Philip Muray, chair-
man of the 5,.W.0.,C., stated;
“These agreements will definitely
stem the tide of wage-slashing
which ha s ch e e n imnunent
throughout the eountry.™

No provisiens for the better
andling of prievances in the shop,
a matter of greal intevest Lo the
workers actually in daily contact

Mureay

with foremen and swperinien-
dents, weve discussed. Suoch de
tailz, dealing with the working

life of union members, were ig-
nored by the official nepotigters.
Mo opnortunily for the rank-
and-file of the steel workers to
discuss o vete upon the aprees
menl as o whale was afforded.

S e ——
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It 15 with deep rogret that

we  have e announce  the
death of Comrade Fvelvn
Gordon, a member of  the

Brownsville Cirele of the Y.
P, 5 L. Only 20 voenis old at
Lhe time of her death. which
oecurred February £ after a
brief illness, ouwr' comrade was
alteady an pld battler for the

dhy: ot e fino

Would Avoid Difficulties’

HiL

Daily Worker falsely and malici-
gusly designated the plaintiffs
“Trotskyite vacketeers, gang-
sters, gunmen and associates of
the employvers and the under-
world.” The plaintiffs aszsert that
the Stalimist Communists are in
n congpivacy to injure theinr re-
putation among the workers of
the whole country and parvticul-
arly of Mimmeapolis.

The suil is a direct result of
the killing on November 17 of
last year, of Patrick J. Corcoran,
Minneapolis labor leader, Coves-
van waz Secretary of the Joint
Council of the Geneval Drivers
Union and was closely associated
leLh the plaintiffs. According to
the complaint the Commumst
organ has in several articles in-
sinuwated that the plaintiffs were
responsible for the murder. They
are specifically charged with be-
ing behind the trigger-men who
killed Corecoran,

G 1L UL Methods

Attorney Goldman stated that

tions, agreement is not veached | “the Stalinists arve transferving

their  frame-up  methods from
Mozcow to the vest of the world,
The Maoscow trials which have
been designated a frame-up by
the Dewey Commizsion have been
followed by a wave of terror in
France, Spain and new in the
United =States. The disappearance
of Juliet Povntz, a former Com-
munist who broke with the Com-
munist  Party, and the obvious
attempt of the Soviet G.PULU.
b use Lhe Robinson-Rubenses for
the purpose of Implicating anti-
Btalimist elements in this countey
it soame Tantastie plol, are se-
risuz  imdications that not only
Trotskyists but all honest' trade
wnignists and opponents of the
Stalin vepgime must be exeesd-
ingrly  caveful.

T hope that this 2ait will help
defend all anti=Stalinist elemonts
i the labor movement and will
cherk the unbridled ferecity of
the Stalinistz in their campaign
to rule oy ruin the %ahm‘ AOvE-

ment, Goldman declarved.

WAA Progressives
Unfold Program

(Continued [rom page 1)

the boss clp=ss and its povern-
mental institutiens. On the ono
hand, the LaGuardia police break

| Mayor

{glice, of which will g%

stribes  so effectively  that the
New York Pest was able to re-
jrorh |"1,-.|;,|-rq|a:||':," 1, that " p-l.-ai;u_-_ far
LaGiuardia and Police
Commizzioner  Vaelentine w a2
volsed today by the New York
Chamber of Commeree because of
their effortzs to enforee the law
apainat illegal picketing.”

On the ether hand, LaGuardia's
velief burveats break sit-ing of the
unemploved, They display anti-
union sign= in the best manner
of Ford and try to intimidate the
workless from joining the Work-
ere” Alliance,

Az the depression dedpens, the
double attack will grow shavper.
The bosses will tey 1o keep pro-
fits up by cutling wages, laying
of i workers, and securing veduc-
ed taxes. For (he coming war

¢lose to two billiort dollars, & fat

thth:tu uf t'na arh

Rogzevelt iz preparing to spend

| Tel]s Few Home Truths
To Communist Stooge
f

Organization
-

A stinging vebuff to a well-
known Stalinist stoogo orpanizas
tipn, the so-culled League of
American Wreiters, has been de-
livered by Jamez Rorty, promi-

—

Pﬂrty Resolutions

TRADE UNION MOVEMENT and the S.W.P.

&,

nent rvadical avthor and journal-
st and & membor of the American
Commtittee  for the Defemse of
Leon Trotsky,

Qecasion for the wrebypfl was
w ecircular fedler ssued R Lhe
mame of the “Leagoe” to the
writers of America over the
signature of Donald Opden Stew-
art, asking for answors to the
following questions: “Arve you
for, or are you against Franco
and Fascigm?—Are youn for, orj
are you agninst the lepal govern-
ment and the people of Republic.
an Spaan,”

Whai He Wantoed

"We o desire,”  said  Stewart,
J "to print your answers. We wish
the whole eountry to know what
is felt by the mest sensitive ins-
truments of the national Efe, yvou
American writers, Your wverdict
has world impertange.”

On Febrvary 4, Rovty veplied
as follows:

“Dear Mr., Stowari:

“I take it my name rot on
your wmailing list by mistake.
Since I have never beem asked
o join the Leagur of American
Writers, I must azsume that 1
de not come under your deflinition
of the term “writer” or *American
wiriler,'

"However  that  may be, |
think it iz sufficienily well known
that § wm aeainst Franeo  and
Fuscism amd for the lepal sov-
crbient amd Uhe pepple of Re-
pllhﬁrun Ellzlin ire Lhepe ﬁlr;,li{gll:
orainst France and Fascisn,

Agains] Mascist Metheds

“T am alzo for the legal govern-
ment of Republican Spain when,
ag ahd if iL oppores the anserupul-
ous policies and actions of the
Communist Party of Spain, which
uges  faseist methods {muedar
and slandey) ond has  already
seripusly disrupled amd Jmpuiced
the unily and the movaie of the
Spanish workers, ‘I am, finally”
|:Lp:z1im.l the League of American
Writers, as now organized and
|Jm:i, because I regard it as a typic-
pal  Commoenist  Party  ‘innocent
[t:iull.' and as such o fake and a
nuisance.

"I veu uze this letter in any
way, I must ask vou to wse it in
fuldl, Ineidentally, does it - not
oeeny Lo Mou and your associnbes
that when you adopt the name
‘League of American  Writers'
and then exelude from vour miem-
bership weiters  of  recognized
competence  and  integrity  who
kave devoted fur more years than
you Dhave to liberal and vadical
struggles,  simply because they
differ with the parcticular politic-
al facktion that controls your oo
gonizetion, you are not merely

cighonést, but goilty of o oro-
found dislovalty to the high tra-
ditian of the writer's craft?
“Truth and forthrightness are
the wery szowrce spring of the
writer's profession. You  have
fouled that spring, but frankly
I doubt that yvea ave cnmough of
& writer to understand that.
“Bincerely

{H.'r;.;nnd] “James Rorty.”

i
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The jollowing s the third and last ingtallment of
the resolution on the trade wnion question adopled
by the convention of the Socialist Workers Party.

- o

Pregizely because of the intepsely political and .polemical en-
vivonment in which ewr party has developed, it 5 nécessary to
cmphiasize n number  of fondamental, clementary guiding lines
for our trade upkm work.

The party is the keader and guide of all the work of its mem-
bers in the trade unions, Without party leadership and puidance,

“all trade umion work inevitably degenerates dinto opportunizm

and becomes a hindvance to revolutionary progress. In his mass
waork, the party member must. not become o “mere trade wnion-
ist,” or forget the nead of imbuing the trade union movement
with a vevolutionary political class consciousness. However, in
order effectively to pursae his work in the teade union move-
ment the revolutionist must wnderstand keenly the impovtance of
npproacning his fellow® unionizts and their problems not so much
en the basis of hiz own conscionsness and expecience, but rather
on the basis of the level of congciowsness and the degree of ox-
p::uﬁhncc of the average trade unionist,

Ta approsch the trade unionist, trade union problems or cven
the trade unien leadership in exactly the same manner in which
one pelitical organization deals with o rival political organiza-
tion, would result in self-isolation. The vevolutionist must he

" conseious of hiz political rele, but at the same time alsp of the

fact that he is dealing, in the first place, with trade unien prob-
lewns and with workers who have not as yet developed bheyond a
trade union consciousness,

The excellent work which our comrades have already done in
various wnions shows the vast, untapped possibilities for parli-
cipatior, in Lhe class struggle and recvuitient to the revolutionarvy
party which arve opened up before us by a scriouws and system-
atic work in the trade unions,

Serious, Responsible Approach Needed

A serious approach to the trade wnions and their problems,
and not o hyper-critical one, iz the need; s rezponsibie attitude
toward the work of bullding the trade wnions and oo inflpence
within them, and wol a lightminded, “experimental”™ ong; an
attitude of methodical, patient enkightenment of the politically
pideveloped worker on the basis of his day to day experiences
in the unions and in the class struggle, and not a supercilious,
“high-political ™ appreach to him. _

The present peviod also calls for a highly responsible atbitude
in the key gquestion of strikes in general, and particulavly sit-
down strikes, It iz imperative to combat the defeatist, reformist
propacanda that strikes are impossible in g period of cconomic
erisis or decline. Stiikes, and vietovious ones, ave possible even
wnder suweh ifcole {:u*{:umstuncua' only, it iz more important
than ever that they be c:l‘:'!:fu.ih' organized, the moment amd the
place deliberately choson, and the struggle conductd in the neost
militant and determined manner, In this connection it iz im-

. portant to be awave of the donger of strikes ov other agtions -

confined 4o small minorities, barmful in gencrval, and always
tending to degenerate into adventuristic movements which only
antagonize the bulk of the organized workers.

The sit-down strike is not u universal substitute for the clussic
form of strike action (quitting the plant, mass picket line, cte);
Lt it is indubitably a proved contribution to proletarian tactics
and an coffcetive weapon in their struggle. Its initiation and
extension arve a tribute to the resourcefulness of the proletariat
in finding new and powerful methods of fighting its class op-
pressove. It has served, moveover, the important end of break-
ing down an awesome respect for bourgeois private property
which the ruling class instills in the proletariat from its child-
hood ewward, It is our duty to defend this weapon against all
atternpts Lo suppress, diseredit ov outlaw it. This does not sig-
nify that we advocate the indiscriminate use of the sit-down at
oll times and in all cases. We judge its feasibility on the same
general considerations which deteymine our tactics in stidkes:
general objective conditions, the state of the undon, mood of the
membership, position of the employers ard the state, possibilitios
of achieving the ohicctive, ete., ote.

Sit-Down Has Significant Future

The sit-lown steike has, however, an cven more significant
fulure before it thaw the nedinavy strike, Precisely because it
challenges the fundumentsl tenel of eapitalism, the invieluble
vight of private property in the means of production, the sil-
down strike scems to be one of the wmain indicated means of mass
aclion—by virtue of the seizure of the plants anid their L -
porary contrel by workers' committess—for realizing in the
coming pevied the slogan of: Workers' control of production:
The decpening of the present crisis will push this slogan to the
foreground and, properly divected by the revolubtionary party,
it may become the decisive popular slogan with the masses of
the workers and above all the militant trade unioniats.

We rejecl contempluously the arguments against the sit-down
strikes ndvaneed by the government nuthorities, the employers
and the trade enion burcoucrats. On their lips, this apposition
is simply one way of formulating their oppesiton. to strikes in
gencral, as well as to ail militant mass action of the workers,
At the same time, it is necessary to p-l.‘unL oul that, as a vole,
any attempt by a small mindrity in a given plant or industry to
impose a sit-down strike upon the big wajerity of the workers
involved, without consulting them or obtaining theiv agree-
ment, o at a time when the majority of the workers either
have not acute grievances or are not as yet conscious of them—
will lead inevitably to a reaction against sit-down strikes, ordin-
ary strikes and even unionism in general om the part of the more
undeveloped workers,

A serious and responsible attitude in this question is absolutely
imperative.  While we do not join in the veactionary chorus of
condemmnation of so-called “outlaw” strikes—the vesponsibility
for which usually veposes upen the bureaveracy, which cynically
ignores the legitimate demands and grievances-of the workers—
and while we vemain steadfastly on the side of any group of
workers once they arve engagcd in a str uR‘i‘:l-l} with the capitalist
clasgs or any section of it, we are conscious of the vesponsibility
that reposes UPOR Us A% @ vanguard force, and therefore caunsel
against the indiseriminate ov promiscuous use of the sit-down

f

20 ﬁ[l{i St{irm Philadelphia City Hall

ments, & soak-the-pogr mea-
gure and the clubs of the copa
who broke up the demonstrs.
tion.

The Socialist Workers Parly
joined in ‘the protest ngainst
the sales tax, issuing leaflets
explaining the basic  renson |
for such taxes and calling foy
workers' action to énd sales

FHILADELPHIA —Twenty
thousand workers and small
merchants stormed  the City
Hall on Saturday, January 29,
to protest the twa per cent
sales tax passed by a vote of
16 to 7 in the corrupt boss-
controlled city council. After
muntha- of fake promisgs, the,

#.rnrkm _Eot what thm.r always [‘thxes; unemployment and. bu.tt
trons “Pro-Labor” govern-gramny Sy )

strike into which wovkers nre oflen proveked by the brutal ex-
pleitation to which they are subjected by the employers.

For Democratic Union Control

The' same general propositions hold true of so-called “un-
authovized” strikes, The left wing strives st all times o ob-
tain the maximom amount of support, both frem the officialdom
of itz own union and from working class organizations as a
whole, for all the actions which it advoeates, strikes included.
We appose the bureaveratic conception that the calling of strikes
is the exciusive prevogative of the international officials of o
given unipn, and we advoeate the widest demoeratic control of
the strike weapon by the rank-and-file, vested, in the first place,
in the hands of the local and district unionz and in the shop
commiltees which must be set wp everywhers and which must
have the most immediate chavge of protecting the interests of
the workers and enfoveing the provisions of any agreement entor-
ed into between the emplovers and the employvees,

While taking proper eopnizance of the fact that the rules of
many trade unions vequire oflicial permissenm from the interna-
tional officials before a strike may be ealled, and ovienting our-
seives accorvdingly, we cannot ignore the fact that the interna-
tionul officialdom of the vavious unions ave not only opposed,
genervally speaking, to the wse of the steike weapon, bul sabot-
age it when it s emploved,  Sitostions are theorefore guite con-
ceivable in which the only way the vank-and-file can obtain legal
permission for a strike at certain thmes is by forcing the hand
of the officialdom by what the latter often start by condemning
as nan “outlaw” strike,

The Immediate Tasks of the Party

The party setz itself the Yollowing immediate tasks for its
woerk in the trade unions, i

The immediate registeving of all party and YPSL members
i arder to have & complere record of the trade or profession of
each member, union aflfiliation or eligibility, position in the trade
unign, ete. eic,

Every ¢ffore must be made immediately to have every eligible
nen-trade unionist v the party Jjoin the wmion of his trade or

industry and take an active part 9o its life,

Wherever two or more members of the pavty and the YPSL
belong to the same union, they are to constitute’ themselves a
party trade union fMvactien, to work wnder the divection of the
trade union department of the party.

Where no union coxistz for o given trade or industry, in o
given locality, our comiades must take the initintive in urgnmt-
g the wsorganized,

The necd of & nationally ceomnected left wing in the Amervican
tracle anion movement s the most wrgent problem in that Field
today. Nome oxists al the presont time, since the old leflt wing
movement organized by the Communist Party has been com-
pletely liguidated and dissolved inte the trade union buresucracy.
Without 2 left wing hovement, standing on the militant plat-
ferm of the class struggle, the trade union movement in this
countiy is desmed to the demovalizing effects of ¢lazs collabora-
tionmizm and the dend-hand contrel of the reactionary union bu-
reawcracy.  Qur party mist take the leadevship in organizing
and integrating nationally the left wing movement,

Where such groups de not veb exist, we must take the initia-
tive in forming thom on the widest possible basis compatible
with the fermation of a genwinely progressive movement having
a basically class struggle platform. Progressive groups should
be concerved of not anly as felds of vecroitment for the revolu-
tiongry party, but as the means for setting in motion the largest
numiber of -workers at a given Lime for the advancement of a
feft wine position and a Jeft wing leadership. Tt is not a pre-
condition for oy paviicipation that from the outsel we have the
leadership of such groups, but it is an absolutely minimum con-
dition that we have the vight to advecate and defend our own
position in the ranks of the geneval progressive group.

Platform of the Left Wing

CThe left wine movement should stand on the following pengral
platfornt:

Against class eolluboralion and for a policy of class struggle.

For the Tullest inner-umion demberney for all members of the
unbon sl for il J‘n.;.::'l.il'lhl L= attompt to i||r_'g‘.‘.1|'l511.: auml
sppppress all minovity groups in the uniong, such ax has been done
in the Internations] Ladics Garment Workers Union, and [or the
syatem of group vights in the anion soch ax prevails, for example
i the International Typographical Union,

For the nermal functipping of all untons and apaingt bareay-
cratically appointed organizers amd leadershins such as prevail
in most of the "Organizing Committees” of the C.1.0. For
immediate holding of conventions, adoption of constituticn and
pelicies, and democratic sclection of the leadevship.

For the shop steward and szhop committes systom throughouwt
the industrics, integrated into the trade unions.

Against any attempt to “itcorporate” the trade unions, against
all “government repulation™ of the trade unions, and in general,

HaWCE [

Cagainst all attempts to deprive the uniens of their complete class

independence by subordinating them to the apparatus of the gov-
ernment,  which i= only a machine for defending the interests
of the capitulist class.

For the defense against the government, the employers and
the trade wndon bureancracy of the vital weaposn of the strike,
including the sit-in strike.

For the amalgamation of all craft unions in a given industry
inte industrial unions, '

Arainst hich imitiation fecs and prohibitive ducs systems,. es-
pecially in. the present period of unemployment and crisis.
Against the dvopping of unemployed members from the volls
for inability to pay the rveguiar ducs requived.

Union Must Defend Unemployed |

For the defense by the trade aniens of the interests of the une
employed. For the organization of the unemployed by the trades
unions themselves. For the affiliation in u body of the uncm-
ployed workers of a given trade or industry to the corresponding
union, and for full rights of voice and vote for those workers on
all questions divectly affecting them and their speeific problems
{the system empioyed by project woarkers sassociated with the
Teamsters' Union i Minneapolis).

For special attention to the defense of the rights and interests
of the yvoung workers and apprentices, and for the annulment

of the exceptional legislation against them now -Er‘.-:mtmn‘ in the .

urions, which prevents them frem participating in the trade
union movement and its strugeles with full vights.

In order that these tasks may be carvied owt in a systematic,
efficient and centralized manner, the convention instructs the
incoming National Exegutive Committee of the party to estab-
lish immediately a régular Trade Union Department, with a res.
pongible and functioning Trade Union Seerstary. The Nation
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