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Reiss Describes Inner
Life of Stalin’s G.P.U.

{Contioued from page 1)

pionage™. When his chief, an
intimate friend of his, who knew
very well this was a lie, was
asked how he had failed to notice
that 8. was a spy, he replied:
A apy does not impart his see-
retz, An important G.P.U. fonc.
Lonary, Sh., was arrested, and,
of eouvae, charped with espion-
ape. His wife was immediately
thrown out of their apartment.
She was a typical G.P.U.%er, in
the worst =ense of the term.
Comeades who knew him Intim-
ate]ly weré in a quandary; Why
had thiz man been arrested? Was
it perhapz because he knew lan-
puages T Was this perhaps held
suspect by the auwthorities?

In the G.P.U. there worked
a Germar, Hiz fate had long
been decided, but for one reaszon
or angther he had not yet been
nrrested, Apparvently they were
waiting for some suitable trial.
A pure-blooded German of the
Arvan type, he was admirably
suited for the role of & MNazi in
gome public trial. It was indis-
pensable to “liquidate™ him, if
only because he was a German.
Either because no suitable trial
cropped wup, or for some other
reason, a different method was
applied in his case. He was sent

to Spain, and disappeared there, !

In general, it is by no means a
rare practice to send people to
Spain for the purpese of Hguidn-
ting them,

Dog Gives Clue

A member of the G.P.U, fails
to show wp for work. Was he
arvested T Worried comrades be-
gint to wonder. No one, of course,
dares to make inquiries. There
was still hope that X, had gone
abroad, where he had done work.
Sometime Iater a friend of his
receives a letber from XJs serv-
ant abroad, with an inguiry as
to what she should do with X.'s
dog. She had written to the
master, but received no reply.
Thus, becavze a dog had been
left abroad, news of the arrest
of tha dog's owner arrived im
Moseow,

Seversl years agpo, one of the
G.P.U. functionaries detail
to “work™ on the street and to
compile reports about the pre-
vailing mogds, in making his re-
port to the authorities was rash
enough to say that in re potatocs,
things were really very bad. Not
potatoes, but zome sort of mud.
Couldn't something be done about
it? "He was elapped in jail, und,
ns is somolimes the case, Tor-
gotten. He reesived no packages,
mo wvisils; his  reletives  were
afraid to inquire. A vear and x
half passed.  An investigating
magistrate, on finding the case
among the old files, proposed in

cording to the reports of Stas-
hevsky's friends, neither he ner
hiz daughter ever reached their
Moscow apartment.  Apparently
they were seized at the border.
Stashevaky, incidentally, was
considered a 100 per cent Stalin-
ist. He waz given an interview
by Btalin “himsel™ and veceived
pergonal  instructions from  him
prior to hiz departure for Spain,
Im 1935, he demonstrated his
lovalty by betraying Sirtsov,
who had been razsh enough to
make some critical comments om
Stalin's  “activity” wround  the
corpee of Kirow,

Woman  Aceused

An old Polizgh communist, o
woman, H., was arvrested (her
husband had been spared from
jail only by a premature death).
She was accused of having joined
the C.P.5.1U. on instructions
from the sub-Bureau of the Pol-
ish General Staff, in whose em-
ploy she had allegedly been since
1621. Bruno Yassensky and
other Poles are in jail on similar
charges. Inasmuch as they are
not apprehending  real spies,
they are arresting and shooting
innocent people,

Even in the G.P.U. hardly
any one knows what happens in
the inner prison to those arrested.

A case better known than the
others is that of the aged Fried-
man, an old Chekist whom 3Sta-
lin, for some reason, was bent
on ineluding in the Zineviev trial.
He was subjected Lo many long
months of torture to extort con-
fezsions from him, Nor did they
lose hope of bieaking him until
a fow dayz before the opening
of the trinl. But Friedman re-
mained adamant. The story 15
that his last words were; You
can shoot old Friedman only
once, but ne one can make a
whaore out of him.

During examination, in  most
cises, the investigating wmapgis-
tratez . do not, apparently, falk
Trankly with the prizoners, i.e.,
they conduct the investigation in
accordance with orders izsued
from above, without themselves
knowing the truth officially. But,
of course, they arve wvery well

of [aware of what i3 involved.

Seoff At Confezsions -

In Mozeow the "confessions"
are openly scoffed at, Very
popular are anecdoies © such psz
the following: Alexei Tolatow,
upon being arvested and examin-
ed, confessed that he wasz the
author of Hamlet, ele.

Beenuse of e number af ar-
reats, and the ensrmous number
of caxes, virtually all the fune-
tiongries of the ..U, have
become investigating magistrates,
For the same reasons, no pack-
apes are permitted dn jail, 'With

the nucleus that he be =t freo.

tens of thousands in prizom, the

(AL {hat time minor cases con- |sending of packages i= allegediy

cerning  members eould =till be
brought up in the nuelei.y No
decizgion was reached on  the
gquestion,  The authorities kept
dragging the case, but wo one
doubted that the arvested man
would be freed either this day
ar the next.  Presently, some
one again reminded himself of
the case, and this time the auth-
orities finally decided: To be shot
in 24 hours. .

To Aveid Fuse

Mowadays they ftry to make
arrests with the least amount of
fusz. Men are not seized either
at home or in the department—,
g0 as not to cause panic, People
are not arrested—they simply
disappear. For example, a meet-
ing is in session; a man gots pp
to go to the toilet and does not
roturn.  This attracis least at-
tention. MNo one, of course, asks
what happened to him.

After Yapoda's rvemoval and
the smashing of the central ap-
parates of the G.P.U,, they
began to recall foreign agents to
Moscow. As a role they are ve-
called by some sort of ruse. For
examiple, X. is informed that he
had been compromised and woulid
have to transfer to another coun-
try, and “en roube” he might
drop in on Moscow. U. is recall-
ed on some other harmless pre-
text. In Moscow, they “disap-

r_!!

Arthur Stashevaky worked in
Spain ostensibly as a trade rep-
resentative. But in reality as onc
of the leéading functionaries of
the G.P.U. After Tukhachevs-
kyfs trlal and. connection with
the arrest of Unschlicht and
other Polish communisis, it was
decided in Moscow to vecall Stas-
hevsky as well.  But ingsmuch
s his wife and daughter were
working in the Soviet pavilion
at the Paris exhibition, Moscow
was afraid lest he refuse to re-
turn. The resourcéful minds in
the G P, U, thought up the fol-
lowing stratagem: Stashevaky's
davghter (withowt her fathér's
knowledge) was sent from Paris
to Moscow with some exhibits,
while Stashevsky  himzell was
ealled to Pavis from Spain.  In
Paris two surprises  awailed
hitg: an wrgent request by wire
to. conre to Moscow and the in-
formation that his daughter was

impozzible *in praetice™. ©On the
enme grounds, many ave =hot:
There iz no room in the prizons.
Political prisoners are now
vaually zent into owile topcther
with ordinary eriminalz, and, in
addition, the criminals are ex-
tended the “right” of stripping
the political prisoners barve. It
is havdly sarprising if in these
conditions many  exiles never
reach their place of exile, but
perish on the way.

Aftey Yapoda's arrest and the
masggacre in the G.P.U., the
most incredible stories began to
circulate among the Jforeign
agents and a veal panic cnsued.
In order to check it somchow,
the G.P.U. sent out a civeulay
letter throughout the entire for-
eign network., Ttz contenls were
approximately as follows:  The
C.C. has removed the gang at
the head of sur department. We
must unfortunately fdmit that
our heads (Yageda and the rest)
turned out to be banditz, The
chief task for ws and for you is
o struggle apainst the ITascisi-

the Trotskyites; (2) keep o strict
check on your subordinates,

Demoralization Reigns

Tt must be said that in connec-
tion with the reeent trinls, the
important functionaries of the
G.P.U. abroad had to “agitatc”
their subordinate foreign agents
nights on end, 50 great was the
demoralization these trials puod-
weed even in this milieu.

Accovding to the latest re-
porte, &, Unschlicht (sister of
Unschlicht), am  oppositionist,
who was arrested in 1934 and
who, had worked in the Comin-
tern, died in the isolator. (At
the time of her arrest, she was
taken from her sick-bed.)

The well known Ukrainian
communist Kotsubinsky has becn
shot.

The Bulletin (of the Tussian
Opposition) is widely read in the
G.P.1I.

Gide's book, or, more precisely,
stories coneerning this book, and
Gide's taking a new position,
have indubitably prodoced a
preat impression in the U, 5.
8. R. Thoese areiving from
abroad are bombarded from all
sides with questions about what
Gide had written.

nlrﬂiﬂg-lhum {a hostage!). M—_

In presént conditions, a rather

Trotekyvites: (1) struggle against!
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Defends Property

JUAN NEGRIN

Negrin Promises
Stern Defense Of
Private Property

Frank Interview Shows
Who Is Destroving
Revolution

_The real economic aims of the
Spanish . Loyalist Govermment
wiore  strikingly  revealed last
month by President Joan Negrin
in an interview given to  the
Radio news agency.  The most
significant statements, omitted
from the reports in the American
press, are reprinted below from
the Pariz L'Oeuvre:

“Mumerous owners  have al-
ready wiade peace with the Re-
public and their property hes
been returned to them.... The
seizire of property, is illegal.
We shall do everything within
our power to assare foreign pro-
perty=holders or stock-holders the
full enjoyment of their property
and the complete exerveize of their
rights, .. The workers vecognize
the difficulties inhevent in the
functioning of the enterprises and
are increasingly well-isposed to
mecent  vegulation.... In  this
connection, we have been azsured
af the collabaration of the Come-
munists, and we shall do what
is necessary to abiain thet of the
Annarchists.”

Deeds Versus Wards

These frank statements of
policy, intended to appeass the
exacting  capitalists of Great
Britain and France, run directly
counter o the oft-repeated pro-
mise  of the Govermment that
“the conquests of the Revolution
will be defended at all costs.”
In the light of Negrin's inter-
view, il is interesling to veeall
the veazonsg given For the arrest
of lwowkeeds  wpon hundreds of
Anarehist und IP.O.ULM. works
ers,  The papers of Lhe latter
proups. repeatodly warned that
ithe Popular Fropt Government,
acting in the interests of Britizh
imperialism, hal as its chief duly
the crushing of the Spanish re-
vlulion,

The Government and the
Stalinist eireles, when they ini-
tinted the mass arveest of vevo-
Intionists, charped these prouaps
with “conscionsly playing the
pame of the fazcists in attempt-
ing to create an atmosphere of
discontent  within  anti - fascist
Spain and its French and British
allies,” {Las Noticias, Stalinist
grgan of the U.G.T.g

It is pertinent to ask: Who is
“eonsciously plaving the gawie"
of British imperialism? Whoe is
destraving “the conquests of the
Revolution™—the  revolutionary
workers" groups ar the Papular
Front Gavernment?

-
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grave “problem” for the Soviet
funetionary s the gquestion of
arranging a party, X. is consi-
dering giving &  party i his
house and inviting a wuember
of friends, among them foreign
communists, mostly workers in
the G.P.U. A more expeorienced
friend wrgently advises against
it Something might come ovt of
it, The best thing is to go to =
party given by 50 and so. Svch-
and sech people will be present
there, whose position today i3
quite sound, '
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Setback For

Unity Drive

Reactionary Move By Executive Council Widens
Chasm in Labor Movement; Campaign For
Unity Must Be Intensified

BY B. 1. WIDICK

. A damaging blow to the cagse

of umity in the labor movement
wax tdealt this week by the ve-
actionavy executive council of the
A.F. of L. when it expelled the
United Mine Workers of Ame-
viea, backbone of the C.1.0.,
Trom the Federntion.

President Willinm Groen of the
A F. of L. implied that the re-
vocation of the miners" charter,
and twa other smaller C.1.0.
unions, was a compromise hets
| ween the civil war policy advo-
teated by the “dichards™ and the
[ policy of “moderates”™ in the ex-
ceutive counecil.

The Federation of Flat Glass
workers and the Mine, Mill and
Smelter workers were the ofher
two international unions  whoae
charter were revaked.

Leadership Divided

The action of the executive
council came after two weeks of
indecision. which reflected the
divigion within the top A.F. of
L. leadership., Dan Tobin, of the
Teamsters, and George Harrizon,
of the Hailroad Brotherhoods,
were Tor moderation. Bill Hut-

| The. strategy of the A.FF. of

chezon, of the Carpenters, head-

the council indieates that opoen
warfare on too wide a front iz
not yet the plan of the A F. of
L. leaders.

The revocation .of the Mine,
Mill and Smeltor Warkers Union
charter was pact of the plan to
"isolate™ the miners, aimece this
international s closely tied up
with the Lewis.controlled 10,3,
Wi A,

Raid I"lan Secn

The hitter-internal dispute in
ihe Flat Glass Workers Union
which led to the oosting of Glen
MeCabe as international presis
dent, offered the A.F. of L. the
hope of "raiding” that industry.
MeCabe turned ageinst the C.1.
0. following kis overthrow and
probably expects to capture some
lecals for the A.F. of L. Me-
Cabe was originally suspended
when  charpes were  place
against him in regard to use of
the C.1.0, unien funds.

The exeeative council did not
vote gn the appeal of the Penn-
sylvania State Federation of La-
bor againsi the Green order to
purge itself of C.I.0. affiliates.
If the State Federation of Lahbor
i foreed to cause a split of
Pennsylvania labor, it means that

ed the “civil war™ group.

L. executive board inm expelling
the miners” union is obvious. It
hopes to “isolate™ the John L.
Lewiz-controlled section of the

.0, -and cavuse a split in C.
1.0, ranks.

David Dubinsky, president of
the International Ladies Gar-
ment  Workers Undon, indireetly
plaved a part in :jnterm:ining‘[
this strategy by hiz recent public]
attack on Lewis,

Hope in Dubinsky :

Lowis Stark, of the New York
Times, pointed out in his article
of February 6 that the A.F. of
Ie was placing hope in winning
Dubinzky away from the C.1.0.,
and having bim, “earry the ball
peross the C.1.0O, goal line” It
wias this difference between Du-
hinsky and Lewis that gave the
A, of L. council new wigor
ared  mided i determining  the
policy of conbinwed hostility Lo
the C.I.D.

Surprise  was . expressed in
many labor cireles that of the
major .10, Unions anly  the
miner's union was expelied. The
Anaplgamaled Clothing Workers
was “slated Lo go,” Loo, secord-
ing Lo the “civil war”™ theory. The
very fact that this demand of

cfall apainst Labor'z Mon-Parti-

the A.F. of L. leaders will in-
tenzify hostilities against the C.
[.0. on the political field.

A split in the ranks of Penn-
evlvania unions would seriously
affect the poktieal perspectives
of the Lowis machine, which in-
tends to run Thomas Kennedy,
gecretary-treasurver of the min-
@r's unien, for governon.

GGreen Hits Learue

Green vepeated his blast of last

san League in & special report
to the eouncil. He termed it n
“moeve tonl  and mouthpiece of
the C.1.0.7 His previous attack
was ignored in many labor cen-
ters but today it might mean
further action against the C.I.
0. in the political sphere.
These vecent developments de-
lay the possibility of peace in

— .
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FUR WORKERS
BACK VERDICT
ON FEDERMAN

Stalinists Try To Break
Up Meeting Held to
Hail Findings

TORONTD, Canada—Gather-
ing at a joint meeting of Locals
40 and 100 of the Furriers Inter-
national Union, an overwhelming
majority of the furviers in thiz
city  gave "ensthusiastic  endorse-
ment to the verdiet of the work-
ers’ jury which last week aequit-/
1t:mrl Max Federman, vice-presi-
tdent of the International and ma-
:nagnr of the Toronto locals, of
the frame-up charges brought
against him by Ben Gold, Stalin-

ist union president,
When the Stalinists boecame
cofscious - that  their  framie-up

was a failure they provoked phy-
sical attacks to break uwp  the
meeting.

Stalinists Slink Away

The Fuor Workers, however,
remained orderly. A small pum- |
ber of Communists, no more thanl
T or 75, left the moeoting and
went to the C.P. headquarters.
The hundreds of furriers remains
ed, the meeting continued and
endorsed in full the recommendas
tions of the trial commitiee.

Also here, in Toronte, the Sta-
himists had their men make “con-
| fegszions,” in order to invalve
!l"rlmt Federman., The trial com-
mittee condemned the frome-up
witnesses, who admitted their
part ip the deal, and vnanimous-
Iy exonerated Federman.

Wihen all the provocations of
the Stalinists encountered o
stone wall of opposition Irom
the union, they embarked on ty-
pical gangster methods, Avrming
themselves with knives and clubs,
they entered the union head-
quarters  and brutally beat up
five union
of Max Federman., This attack
haz evoked the stronpest protests
from all sections of the Canadian
fabor movement.

Run Tw Court

As a further aet of despera-
tion, the Stalinists proceeded to
the capitalist law court to sepurc

the labor movement. In his study
of the situation, Biark antly
summed up Lthe prospect amd per-
apectives by wiriting, “If for the
proasent, hostilities do not esase,
it-will mal mean an end Lo peace
hopes wor an end of striving to-
ward repewnl of pence parieys.
Resmmplion of peace negoliations
will be made more difficull by
these Dostifties, bat forces hoth
ingide and outside labor will con-

the “dichards™ was nol voled by

timgppe Lo work for unity in laboy,”

Bares War Plans;

{(Continued from page 13

of the world, “You realize,”  he
was challenged by Representative
Brewster of Maine, “what we are
asked to do is of major impor-
tance to the whole world.”

““Na, I do not,” answered Leahy,
“but 1 do think it is of major
imnortanee to onr own countey.”

Coneeals Seeret Talks

Republican Representative
Church. of Ilinoia created a sen-
sation toward the end of Friday's
session when he suddenly inguir-
ed what matters involving the
British and American navies
were being discussed in London
by Captain Ingersoll. "1 will nod
answer that question,” Admiral
Leahy said, “but I will make a
statement in executive seusions,
of course, on the basis that it s
abeolutely secret, becauvse it is
of vital importance to the inte-
rests and. defense of the United
Etates, "

Leahy told Chuvchill that he
did not know whethey or ot Pre-
sident Roozevelt had delayod the
submission of the JE00,000.000
program to Congress for about

] | In discussing naval defense on

fiames, Drinks, Ilancing, ete.
\. : o

two weeks becpuse  he wanted
frat to copfer with Captaim In-
gersoll,

ithe Atlantie Coast, Leahy re-
marked that an “excellent bose”
cauld be created from the area
|¢f Long Island Sound and MNarra.
gansett Tay. When the Repre-
sentative from Massachusetts op

Leahy Testimonyiﬂé_f.m:mi:sts Win

In Jersey W.A.A.

Progressive Forces Go
Down to Defeat At
Trenton Meet '

TRENTON, N, J.— The re-
formist line of the Commiunist
Party was, for the most pari,
adopted as the 1938 progvam of
the Workers Alliance of Mew
Jersey a5 progressive  forces
went down to defeat on the vital
questions confronting  the third
annual convention held here over
last week-end.

With the exception of progres-
sive reselutions on perspectives
and principles of the organiza-
Lion, the convention did little of
a consbructive nature.

Dn the important Labor Parly
question, the Stalinists and their
stooges vefused to defend clearly
their opposition  to independent
politieal action. The vesolution
calling for such action encounter-
ed demarogic attacks which so
confused the delegates that they
pladly voted a tabling metien to
remove the question  from the
flocr.

War Hesolution Spiked

The war resolution of the pro-
gressives was sabotaged dn com-
mittee with threats of a Alibuster

the Committee asked why an
adequate fleet was not maintain-
e for the defense of the Atlantie,
Admiaral Leahy mnswered, "Cli-|
matic condition s one vomson
He was not pressed Lo menlion
alhers.

ARE YOU
READY

FOR WAR?

Order now — 5e per copy
e in bundles of 10 or more

P R TP U L 1 B pel GFihois

on the floor. As a result, an in-
nocuous statement was brought
out to tired delegates at 2 &, m.
nn the day of the final session,

The Stalinizts packed the state
execulive board with o “straight
tickel” wole, leaving a stench
that  will wndeubiedly nullify
their vietary,

Alfred Mack, chaiviman of the
gtrommest county unit in the state
{ Ezzex), brought the issue fo the
flaor by refusing o serve az
goeond  viee.chaivman  for  the
state becavse of the nature of

an injunction debarring the To-
ronte Furriers Union from wsing
offices in the Labay Liycoum. The
union has been compelled to wilh-
deaw, from. . Ben  Gold’s  Interna-
tional and Lo apply far o charber
in the A.F. of 1., wiich haz
been granted, .

The Leoft Paale Zion, of which
Federman is a  wmembsy, has
ehallenged Gold and hiz cohorts
o appear before an impartial
waorkers” tribunal charged with a
thorough investigation of the en-
Lire affaiv, This cHallenge has
ao far been ignored.

Taking izsue with the Stalin-
ist union wreckers, the Toronto
Fuarriers Union has pot out a
public statement in which it de-
clarks: “For wmany years the
Furriers Uwlon of | Torento has
boeen reparded az one of the
stronpest and most progressive
unions in  Canada. Under the
capable leadkrship of Max Fe-
derman, the union has carried on
tmilitant and exemplary struggles
to win for the hundreds of fuw
workers and their families in
Toronto decent living standards,

Attack C.1". Wreckers

"We, the fur workers, have al-
ways guarded agminst attempts
to make of our union just another
subdivision of the Communist
Party. We were certain that the
waolf in our ranks wopld never
be satisfied untd it got a vietim
in its claws, It took mno Jonger
than six months for the Com-
munists to wet their fingpers on
the fur workers umon.

“We hpve dogided Lo rajsze a
fund of 10,000 to defend owr
union in the inderestz of the fur
warkers.  We furriers have al-
veady raised 31,000 towards this
fund. We are the wictims of a
new Communist offensive against
working class rights and demo-
cracy. Heed our call, protest
against Communist brutality in
its assault upon the fur warkers
in Toronta.”
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SOCIALIST FORUM

Every Sunday at 3 P. AL
Socialist Workers
Party Hall
669 2nd AVE, N,

(Between Glenwomd Ave. and
RBih 5t.)

Feh, 13—FRANCE: “The End
af the People’s Froont"
Feh., 20—CHINA: “How Can

a Colonial Peaple Defend

Ilself? ™
Fob, 27—10. 8. A.: “Will Rev-
olution Come fo  Amer-
ica T
Speaker:

militants, supporters |’

the vote, althongh he himself || FELIX MORROW,

seored thé highest vote in the ADMISSION 10e
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Purge Reflects Economie Crisis — Coal Piles [

‘ U'p At Mines — Tractor Failures i
Slow Down Harvest -

Ny JOHN G. WRIGHT = —

New Crisis in Soviet Eeonomy .

There iz o clear connection between the eurroni reign ol er}ﬂr ’
and the eeanomic difficulties in which Stalin’s regrime of self-
proclaimed “victorious socialism™ finds itself at the beginning
of Lthe Third Five Year Plan. Thousands of techniciuns, enginesrs
and plant administretors are being made senpegoats for failings
which are inherent in the Stalinist management and operption
of Hoviet industries.

Soviet roilways, long a weak spot in industrial life, ave again
in serious straits, The basie equipment of the railways, like
that of the majority of vital plants, has been setiously under-
mined in the reckless drive for records. Despite vast sums pour-
ed into traneportation in recent years under the dirvection of L.
M. Kaganovich, the railroads are functioning poorly. Wiecks
and accidents show no signs of decreasing. Car loadings have
been dmpilaing at an alarming rate, thus nullifying the recent
“suceesses” in metallurgy and mining. :

In the latter industries, production has been temporarily res-
tored to the levels attained towards the end of 1935, at the be-
ginwing of Stakhanovism. For example, coal production in the
Donbas region is averaging 225,000 tons per day {daily prodiie-
tion in December 1935—229.000) as against the previous levels
of befow 200,000 tons daily. But the additional coal js simply
piling up at the mines. '

Coal Stocks Pile Up at Pits

So grave i: the situation that Pravda on January 15, devoted
te the First Session of the Supreme Council, had to allot space
to the "disgraceful condition” of the Donbas railways. Pravda
reports that in the first ten days of January the coal stocks at
the mine pits “more than doubled.” “More than 600,000 tons of
coal” piled up, and the reserve keeps increasing. Heanwhilu,
according to P'ravda, “The North Donetz and South Dunetz rail
ways fall behind, failing to lead daily from 25 to 30 thousand
tons.., On the North Donetz Railway only one-half of the
trains start on schedule and only one-third keep to the schedule.”

This affects not only the work of the coal mines but of other.
plants az well, in particular the metallorgy industry., “Tens of 10
thousands tons of preduction vemain lying in metallurgical and =
other plants of the Donbas for the same reason.” (Pravda, Jan-
uary 156}

Pravda for Jan, 24 devotes its leading article to the railways
erisis. Here iz the opening paragvaph: “The work of the rafl-
way transport has steadily worsened in the recent period, The
magnificent position which the railwaymen occupied in the sum-
mer of 1037 has now been lost by them. Daily, the transport
system fails to fulfil the plan by 1D to 20 per cent. The most
important freight for the life of the country—metal, oil, and
bread— s being held up for long periods at the key stations.
The debt of the transport system to the country is growing with
cvery passing day.” ' ;

Continues Pravda: “The railwaymen have no ohjoctive, ex-
ternal reasons whatsoever for the lag.” The solution for the dif-
fieulty isr “To raise the discipline among the railwaymen,” in
other words, to pile repressions upon repressions. That is the
anly salation Stalin has to offer. The condition of the transport
is especially grave In view of the fact that the eountry's re-
sovrees are being =trained Lo mateh the grmament race Tor the
conming conflict. ;

The Crisis in Spring Sowing

Dezpite the Stalinist bonsts of a reeord crop last wensr and.
forvensts of even a greater crop in the comving sepson, it is quake
apparent that servous difficnlties are being encountered in agrieal-
ture, especially in spring sowing, Sceds have not been preparved;
the tractors are not veady: the plan is not being fulfilled. Emer-
Feney measures are being resorted to.  “Velunteer™ brigndes
are being recruited to go into the country aml repair the treactors,
The entire Komsomol {Young Communist League) has been mob-
ilized to fulfill the plan in repairing tractors and “preparve the
s0wWing campaign.”

On January 18 Eikhe, the new Commissar for Agrviculture,
delivered a report on the “Plan for 1038 in Agriculture” at a
plenary session of the Central Committee of the C.P.S.U. He
painted a dismal picture of the conditions in agriculture.  His -
report might as well have been entitled “the work of wreckers
in the agricultural organs.” “Wreckera" are to blame for etery-
thing. In the meantime, according to Eikhe, the plan for re-
paiving tractors has been fulfilled only 30 per cent. . Gasoling
supplies are lacking, sced has not been prepared. (Pravda, Jan- * 8
uary 22.) X

Dispatehes appearing in the Soviet pieas_presmt EVen @ more
dizsmal picture. In the Ukraine (Chernigov) tractors are not be-
g repaived. In 14 tractor stations there ave no head mechanics.
(I'ravda, Junuary 19.) In the Maryansk region in Kuban, at the
tractor station there, on January 1, out of 26 tractors reguiring
major vepairs only 8 were veady; out of 30 tractors requiring:
“average reprivs only 10 were ready. In Maryansk, 1,400 tons
of gasoline were needed, only 6 tons were =tofed, In Noves
Myshastovek out of I,860 tons needed, only 71 tons were peady,
(Pravda, January 17.) The Georgievsk tractor station (Ordjo- -
nikidze province) had not produced a single tractor by January 1.
('ravda, January 24.) Things are bad in Bashkivia and worse
in Tadjikistan. The Commizsar for Agriculture in the latter
region, Selivanov, is "not to be trusted.”

In its lesling article on Janwary 3, Pravda declared; "On De-
comber 20, 1037, the plan for repaiving tractors had bedn ful-
filled only 13 per cent for the Union az a whole. In point of fact,
the plan for the fourth gquarter has collapsed,” .

Havoe Caused By Purge

The havoe caused by the purge accounts in part for this con-
dition. Thus Pravda (January 24) reports that in Bashkirin = .
alonc for the last three months 37 agricultursl heads and 46
diveetors of tractor stations have been removed, together with
theiv deputies and “scoves of mechanies,” Eikhe reported lh,_i_t
out of 200 tractor stations in White Russia only 144 had diree-
tors. He pdded “We have the same pictore in Omsk, Orenburg,
Sverdlovsk and a number of other regions.” (Pravda, January 22.)
Remedy 7 It is provided in the leading editorial of the same issue
of 'ravda which declaved that in the recent order of the Céntral
Committee to “snspend™ the porge, the party has “a new sharp
weapon against the onemies of the people.” L,

Purge in the Commissariat of H‘eavj: fndusfi'r _

Among thase made ﬂcnpgﬁoutﬂ. for the latest_economic crisis’,
were all three deputfes of Lazar Kaganovich, Commissar far
Heavy Industry (who replaced—on Aupust 22, 1937—the purged 3
Mezhlauk, succeszor of the deccased Ordjonikidze). Tn tho aorty
part of January, they all “dizsappearved.” Among them wis Za-
venyaring candidate (o the Centesl Committee, demrn‘tgdl_ with= -
the highest orders fov successful construction of the Magnilds s
ok combine and directer of Magnitogorsk piants, and nm:‘gﬁnﬁ
as deputy by Kagovovich himself. on Séplember 17, 1937, -
fate of Zavenyagin and his colleagues became known when
Pravds and. Izvestia for Janbavy 8 pijnted tevse notices of the
apfpoinitment of thieé new dl’-.{'mlf-en: Butenke, Kuzmin and Per-
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