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Green Backs
War Program

EDITORLAL
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Commenting at Miami on Lthe enormouz war budgei
proposed to Congress by HRoozevelt, President William
Green of the American Federation of Labor declared:

“I feel that at this period, when we take into account
what is happening internationally, we must have con-

fidence in the judgment of the Chief Executive.

must have information on

He
the world situation which

we do not possess. It is really the duty of all of us to
stand with the President in this trying world. situa-

tion.

If he feels that a billion dollars are necessary to

protect America, 1 feel we ought to support him."” (N. Y.

Tintes, January 29, 1938.)

Why Is Information Kept Secret?

In the fArst place, if Roosevelt has “information on
the world situation which we do not possess”, why does
he not impart this information to the common mortals
who have to do the fighting and dying in the war for

which he is preparing?

And if he doesn't impart it,

is it not the elementary duty of a labor leader to demand
the information before he asks the workers to put blind
“confidence in the judgment of the Chief Executive”?

Why, even such eapitalist politicians, progressive and
conservative, as Borah, Nye¢ and others, have asked
Roosevelt at least to express his foreign policy before
he is given a blank check of support!

In the second place, if support to the war program
is to be given Rooszevelt just because he “fecls” that a
billion dollars are necessary to “protect” the U. S, then
what's the difference between our “democratic pro-

cesses’” and the way things

are done under the rule of

the Fascist Fuehrer in Germany ! 1
In the third place, why should American labor put
even a serap of “eonfidence in the judgment of the Chief

Executive” of the capitalist class?

Hasz nothing been

learned from the confidence in the Chief Executive
which Samuel Gompers imposed on the labor move-
ment during the last War to Make the World Safe For

Democracy ?

No Confidence: In Ruling Class
Has the regimenting, conseripting, gagging and

chaining of .
teers became increasingly

labor in the last war, while the war profi-

bloated with blood-stained

wealth—has all that been forgotten? Have we forgotien
that the last war for Wall Street was also launched on
the pretext of “protecting” America? o

Have, we forgotten that while we were fighting for

“democracy” in Flanders,

Mooney was framed up in

the United States, the Bisbee strikers deported, labor

halls raided, labor papers

suppressed, genuine labor

leaders imprisoned or lynched, and all democratic rights

for the masses suppressed—while Gompers “stood

with

the President” and with the assistant secretary of the
navy, Franklin D. Roosevelt? _ .
The government and the capitalist class it represents

cannot plunge

guaranteeing themselves the support ,
Without peace at home—at labor's expense—

vanea.

us into another imperialist war without

of labor in ad-

an effective war cannot be prosecuted. Whoever ties

the labor movement to the
machine, is helping bring

aver the working class, bound hand
patriotic slogans, to the war-mongers.
That's the crime of William Green.

war program and the war

war closer; he is handing

and foot with fake

That's the erime

of all the other labor bureaucrats who, like the Lewis
machine at the United Mine Workers convention, cheer-
ed themselves hoarse for Roosevelt at the very moment
when he was launching an unprecedented armaments

program.

_ Forward To The Class War
No confidence in Roosevell or the government! Con-

fidence only in the solidarity and solidity
That's the requirement

of labor's own ranks!

ity and militancy
of the

hour. If labor relies on itself to def an_d its own inter-
ests, it will save itself otherwise inevitable surprises,

disappointments, betrayals.

Not an iota of support to the armaments program

for war!

We have a war of our own to fight: the war

against poverty, suffering and exploitation. That war

can be won only if it

class and its chief executive in
Roosevelt may ‘‘feel” that a

iz fought against the capitalist

Washington.
“hillion dollars are ne-

cessary to protect” American investments and imperi-

alist interests abroad.
But every worker
Are NECEsSSary

KNOWS that the billion dollars
to protect the millions of unemployed

right here from the unspeakable misery they suffer.

A billion dollars [ﬂrlwu

A hillion times: NO
Let us demand

war column in the budget and into

employment relief!

‘Little Men’ Fumé ::;ild Blustei'

'l‘

armaments?

that the billion be shifted out of the

the calumn for un-

As FDR. Provides Steam Valve

To the tune of shouts, whines,
and general thvmedl, the mnf-m.'-
gnce of a thousand “Little Busgi-
ness Men” last wr:_el-: provided
Washington with its most disor-
derly show af the current season.
For two days, these bathrobe
manufactyrers,” country editors,
photo supply dealers, silesmean
anil  hardware store  GWnGERE,
wrangled, shouted at each other,
shook their puny fists, and strug-
gled hundreds at a time to get
the floor. On the third day, =
delegation presented to the Pre-
sident a list of {wenty-three
“ Jemgnds "—politely worded ver-

sions of “vesolutions” issuing out
of their mass meeting.

Thiz Conferencé was a most
instructive eontrast to the vars
ious Conferences of the big busi-
ness men which had precaded it.
The meetings of the latter, the
veal rulers of Ameriean capital-
jam, were models of order and
decorum. There were no yells or
pioting. The seave spokesmen
gave their dignified gencealities
to the press in the most gracious
MANNEr,

The Little Business Men, alas,
(Continued on page 4)
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;:Butiun enshrouds this "W, P, A,

WPA WORKERS USED
FOR WAR PURPOSES

NEW YOBRK.—The speed with
which the governmeng is prepar-
ing for the outbreak of war, and
the extent to which it is wsing
the unemployed for war prepara-

tions, was revealed heve  lust
wienk.
Move tham 1,000 W, P. A.

techniciang, labovers, ete. are now
employed on the construction of
an army land and sea airbase,
with 39 hangars, at the Curlis
aivport on Long Island.
Construction of the basze, al-
though technically coming under
the jurizdiction of the W.FP.A.
and being financed with W. P A
funds, is actually being super-
vised by the War Department.
The utmost secrecy and pre-

project,” with army men impos-

——

Hitler Seeks

To Appease
Reichswehr

Army-Nazi Feud Breaks
Qut; Shifts Viewed
As Compromise

—

The chronic friction between
the German avmy officer caste
and the upstart Nazi bureau-
eracy reached the explosive point
last week in the summary vemd-
val of Marshal von Blomberg as
War Minister and of General van
Fritzsch as Chief of Siaff, the
shifting of several foreign diple-
matz, the replacement of Foreign

ing & maximum of dizeipline on

lall employed there, In line with

general plane to complete the air
baze¢ within a very short period,
the construction werk has been
put on a 24-hour day, G-day week
basis, with three Z-hour
per day.

AUTO WORKERS
LEADER SLAMS
WAR MONGERS

Homer Martin Expﬂsﬂ'ﬁr
C. P. As Reactionary
Force In Union

Homer Martin, president of
the United Automobile Workers,
second Jargest C.I1.0, affliate,
vorked the labor movement last
woek with a devastating hlast
apninst Communist Parvty poliey
and activity in the union move-
ment,

Amplifying charges mode by
Benjamin Stolberg in hiz servies
of articles in the N, Y. Warld-
Telegram, Martin declared in an
interview that the C.FP. was
warking to "involve the United
Statez in war with Japan for
the defense of the Stalin dictat-
orship in Rossia," doing this in
the name of “collective security.”

The Proofl

The entire present activity of
the Stalinists, who are lnboring
avertimme to line up the workers
of thiz country behind the war
plans of the Washington govern-
ment, proves Martin's peint.

He declares that in their ef-
fort to plunge the U.3.A. into
war against Japan the Stalinists
are “working hand in hand” with

“eerthin  finaneial  interests.”
Right again. Regardless of
whether  an explicit agreement

exists, there ean be no doubt in
the essenee of the matter that
Stakin’zs henchmen in this countrv
are serving the interesis of the
financial oligarchs of Wall Stroot
by their social-patriotic ballv-
hon,

Aid Freely Given

The Amervican imperialists need
Stalinist  cover for their war
plams, Stalinist aid to whip ap
war hysteria, Stalinist aid for
war reerniting, and—when war
breaks—=Stakinist aid in leading
the lynch-mobs against the re.
volutionists. They get it frealy
amd voluntarily, because it s in
Time with Kremlin policy in this
country.

Martin iz not correct in saying
that “the Communists are Fasec-
ists in every sense of the word.”
True, Stalin has in hiz dictator-
ial rule borrowed freely from the
arsenal of faseist methods, Hitler
and Musgoling, on the other hand,
have supplemented their armory
of vepression with methods copi-
ed from Stalin. WNevertheless, the
gims of the “Communists” and
the fascists are diffevent, even
though they pursue those aims
by more or less identical metheds,
Rezponsiblity for the courrent
identification of  Communism
with Fascizsm vests exclugively at
the door of the 3Stalin vegime
and its  lickspittle agents who
defend and extol Stalin's totali-
tarian barbarism. '

“There is & hue and cry about
Nazism and fasciem,” Martin told
hiz press ipterviewers, “but i
any one mentions Stalinism they
are immediately accused of “red-
baiting.” We take the position
that & politieal label does not
ammunize any group Trom eritie-
ism.”

(Continned on page 4)
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[srmy was given neither to Goer- |

Minister won Neurath hy the
former ambassandor  to Lomdom,
von Ribbentrop, and the  as-
sumption of direct contval of
the armed forces by Hitler him-

[ self.

The fact that contral of the

ing nor to Himmler, who is head

|of the private black MNazl divi-
i wjons, while several of the old-

line conservative representatives
of the army officer cligue have
been installed in the new domi-
nant Party Council, indicates that
Hitler has sought to wmollify
both sides by concessions and &
Lemporary Comprontise,

Itestz On Bavoneis

The destruction of the wmnss
bagiz of Cerman fascism  has
brought it to the position where
ita rule iz based ontively on the
bayoncts of the Reichswehy, on
the gne side, and the ambitiows
mercenaries of the private MNaz
ariny, led by the selected corps
of Himmler's Schutzstaffel. on
the ather,

Having preserved Gorman cu-
pitalism by the ruthless crush-
ing of the working class and tho
labor movement, and preparcd
the geound for.the. imporialiat
expansion of Germany, the Mazi
upstarts have confinually  de-
manded a greater shave of - the
spoils of rule. Their  demands
have brought them into more
than one conflict with the old
poverning  bureaucracy whom
they replaced and with the army
machine which is the most re-
liable prop of capitalist domins-
tion,

Army Conzervalizm

The army comvmand  has  fell,
parlicular, Lhat the foreign
policy of Hitler- Rozenberg-Goceh-
bels-Ribbentrop and Co,, is too
adventuristic and caleulated to
precipitate prematurely a con-
fHet with Britain—whose friend-
ship they zeek—in company with
&0 dubious an ally as Ttaly.

Von Rlmmberg's plebeian mar-
ringe was of course only a pre-
bext for the precipitation of fhe
dispute that has been smoulder-
ing for some time, Hitler's solu-
tion is  merely a temporary
makeshift, reflecting the oneer-
tainty of the Imperialist alllances

T

Leahy Testimony B
Plans Of US. Imperialism;
Admits Conflict Is Near

Navy Maneuvérs, Alaska
- Issue, Indicate Trend
Toward Clash

Forcign policy, Scnator Pill-
man told the Senate last weck,
consists of “the actions of a go-
vernment and not §is words.”

The: actions of the United
States Government n the past
ten days, reflecting its swift pace
toward a showdown against Japan
in the Pacific, included the fol-
I']tnv-'ing:

1. Mearly 100 warships and 300
fighting plancs  completed five-
day. maneavers off the seuthern
eoast of Califernia,

b

Pearl Harbor Reinforeed

2. The alveady huge militury
eztablishment of Honelulu, key
Pacific base of American immpe-
vinlism, was augmented by 1,000
marines withdrawn from Shang-
hai and 1,268 men of the regular
i_1:rrhj|.r sent from the West Coast.
The marines, originally drawn
£\'q!m the San Diepe naval base,
weéte ordered to Pearl Harbov
instead of back to their orviginal
posts, The submarine Naotilus
was also ordeved to PPear] Harhor
for permanent duty there, Only
two weeks ago a fleet of 18 hope
fighting planves made & record
formation flight across the Pa-
cific to Pearl Harbor and more
are to follow.

3. Three American cruisors,
thi Tremton, - the  Memphis, Sand

{FDR ‘Talks’ For Peace;
Fleet PreparesFor War

Threatens Japan

CORDELL HULL

LINKS POYNTZ
T0 ‘ROBINSON’
SPY FRAME-UP

s —

Carlo Tresca Savs She
Was Abducted By
o G P UL Agent

o me—

the Mitwaukee were schoduled to
be at Singapore for the ceremony
theve on February 11 opening the
new huge British naval base,

This significant Americen pars
ticipation in a maval dizplay oh-
vigusly aimed at Japan was lnk-
ed with the secret and still un-
explained trip to London of
Captain Royal Ingeraoll, of the
War Pluns Department of the
Mavy, last month,

Testifying in Washington last
week, Admiral Leahy, chief of
nuval operations, refused to cx-
plain the purpose of Ingersell’s
visit, which was obviously in or-
ider to coordinate poszible Anglo-

Ameriean naval action  in the
Pacific,

Capital Ship Race
|

4. Conearrvently with  Great
Britain and France, the Unitod
States povernment on February
6 presented to Japan a virtual
ultimatim  on the subject of
super-dreadnougrht bullding above

Linterview

26,000 tons as the prelude to an

in Euwraope, The establishment of
(Continued on page 4)

undisguised race for naval sup-
(Continued on page 4)

BY JUNIUS

While Loy Hendersom, U, 5.
charvge d'alfaines in Moscow
waited for the G.F.U. “io
range the Bme and plage” of his
with  Mrs. Rubens,
Carle Tresea, wvetoran anti-Fago.
ist leader, thiz week delivered a
witheving attsek on the Stalin
frame-up  machine charging i
with the abduction of Julict
Stuart  Toyniz, notod Stalinist
leader who dizsappeared lost sume-
mer,

Trosen olflered W zo before
the Grand Jury now investigating
the Rubens passport myvatery and
to give ovidence implicating the
G.P.U, in the disappearance of
Miss Pownte,

Linked To Rubens

Bir=

He also indicabed that g cons
nection might be established bet-
ween the Povntz disappearance
and the Rubens case, which
secms nboul e flower inte a
fival class “spy” plot secking to
invelve  American  Trotskyists

(Continued on page 2)

Murdered Victim of G.P.U. Revem;

Inner Life of Stalin’s Secret Police

The following revealing  pen
picture of the inner situation of
the G.P.U.. Stalin's counter-
renolutionary secret police, has
been supplied by Comrade lgnace
Reiss, himsell o former G P
agent, who was slain by Stalin's
orders om Sepiember 4, 19347 near
Lausanne, Switzerland., after he
had denoynced his murderous em-
ployers and declared his adher-
ence to the Fourith Intermational.
=—=Editar,

By IGNACE REISS

Ahmng‘ the first to be ¢|u.'|:|'|_1!:-:|
in jaill—scceused of “Trotskyism™
—was the head of the spets de.
partment, Molchanov., After his
prvest came the arrest of a dozen
of his eollaboratorzs  and  this
constituled the first blow apainst
Yagoda. Then, one arrest fol-
lowed amother,

The blow was first of all aim-
ed at G.P.U. functiomaricz of
foreign birth. Reprisals against
them were only part and pareel
of general reprisals against for-
eign communists who had migrat-
ed to the U.5.5.R. Especially
desperate was the situation of
those whoe had Fascist rule in
their mative countries: Germons,

There was no one to intereede
in their behalf and so there was|
po need for any ceremony  in
dealing with them. They were
all, as a rule, accused of espipn-
age. Very quickly followed the
arrest of Russians who had mar.
vied forefgners, Hde,  female
Mzpies.”

They Just Disappear

Foreign  communists  disap-
peared in  batches, new ones
daily. Two old Polish Commun-

ists happen to meet on the sirest:
"You're not in jail wvet?” “ And
you?™  Or, another meeting:
“You're still in Moscow! | thought
vou were arrested long ago!”
Among those placed under ps=
rest, in pursuance of the line of
liguidating the old cadres, was
an old Chekist, B. In search for
same pretext, they scized upon
g denunciation in his case: In
1927, in veply to some denigra-
ting remark about Trotsky made
by an assistant of his, B. had
said, “Don’t you.. dare mention
Trotasky's name in my presence!”
Nothing was made of it at the
time. But now, ten years later,
ke was reminded of hiz hot-

Cases of this sort are not an
exception but, rather, the rule. A
o woman condustor in Kharkow,
was  removed from  her  job.
Resson ? It appears that her

| former husband had signed ten

years agoe zome sort of opposi-
tional sintement. Mome of her
friends interceded in her behalf
—Lio do 56 was bo suffer the zame
fale,

G. was vemoved from his post
in the G.P.U., allegedly for
“possiping”. As 3 matter of fact
G. had been intimate with B, who
was arvested shortly before, G.'s
superior had told him: “I know
you meet B. in the corvidors. Cut
it out.” At the time, B. was only

a prospective eandidate for jail,
After B.'s arrest, G. was first
removed from his past and short-
Iy thercalfter himself -srrestod.

A UHpy” Arrested

Among those avvezbed was 5.,
an old-timer in the G.P.U., of
foreign  extraction, who knew
several languages and worked in
the foreign department. Like

Poles, Hungarians and 50 on.

headed action,

the rost, he was accused of “es-
{Continued on page 3)
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ares War

HINT JOINT ACTION WITH BRITAIN

Note to dapan on Battleship Program Heralds
Naval Race; Admiral Says Fleet Will Be

Used to Implement Monroe Doctrine

—

| Not troubling to mince words, Admiral William D,
| Leahy, chief of naval operations of the U. S. Navy, last

week revealed to the House

Committee on Naval Affairs

[ the broad lines of the war policies of the Roosevelt govern-

ment.

Admiral Leahy was testifying in favor of the 3800,

still more millions to fulfill

The note sent Eo Japan
Febrvary 5 concurvently by the
United States, Great Britain, amd
France, demanding information
by  February 20 on  Jupan's
battleship building plans, made
it plain that the Roosevelt regime
iz prepaved to embark on a naval
building vaee and to construct
super-dreadnoughts of more than
40,000 tons,

Mysterions Trip

This joint step clarified at one
stroke the meaning of the mys-
teviows Lrip to London made by
Captain R. Imgersoll of the War
Plans Department of the Mawvy,
N 'l.'n.'!:li-:_"h .|!|.|:|nr:.|'5|| Ll-:_Lh}' |'i:fl;|5.-l:-l:|
to give information to the House
Committes before which he testi-
fiod. The note showed that frst
tentative stops have already beon
Laken by the Hoosevelt Adminis-
Lration  for joint naval action
ywith Britain in the event of war.

What other commitments the
admimstration and the military
and naval chief: have made with-
out the knowledge of Congpress
or of the people will be diselosed
oily when further sections bring
them o light.

What Leahy Revealed

Enough has aleeady been re-
vealed, howewver, to require of all
workevs the utmost vigilance a-
painst the war plans of Ameri-
ean capitalism.

In a prepured statemont Ad-
miral Leahy told the Committes
on  Monday that “the political
conditions in the world at this
'meoment both in Burepe and the
Far Eazt are far more threaten-
ing than at any time since 1918
and po improvement was in sipht,
The major conflict i progress
in China has vesulted in many
grave incidents involving the so-
vereign  rights of the United
States and other thicd poewers.
tThe eivil war in Spain continues
unabated and the thveat of 2
lgeneval Evropean conflict is ever
| present.”

Just a Police Patrol

The Admival regarded the navy
as # police patrol for the entire
western  hemizphere. “AL our
doors nothing =stands in the way
of possible exploitation ov seizure
of the Hepublicea of Central or
South Amerien except the Mon-
ripe  Doetrine, backed by awch
naval foroes as the Unibed States
may have amd the use of that
force if the nocessity should
arisge,” He aszserted that the navy
must  be  “maintained at  a
| strength which will prevent a se-
rivns challenge by any  nation
or nalions te any of America’s
vital national policies,” He spe-
cifically referrved to "the vecently
conicluded German-Italisn-Japan-
eze anti-Communist protosel ™ and
the breakdown of all lImitations
ofn waval construction as reasons

for an immedizte inclease  in
American naval power.
After pointing out that the

navy wis the first line of nation-
al defemse, he stated Ehat ~in
defending our territory in war,
wi cannol asspme  an attilpde
of passive defbnse. Prompt aond
cffective injury to an enemy at
n distanece (rom oor shores. is the
only correct strategy lo be em-
ploved ™ in case of anticipated or
actual attack. This declarntion
that the beat means of defense
was an offensive attzck nullified
Admiral Leahy's steadfast de-
nials in the subsequent guestion-

000,000 naval budget proposed by President Roosevelt and
he made it plain that Congress would be called on to vote

all the far-reaching aims of

ing that the naval expansion: pro-
gram was a weapon of aggres-
sion to be used in line with Reo-
gevelt's peliey announced  in: his
Chicage speech of “quarantining”
aggressor nations.

Ready For Anything

Asked on Tuesday by Repub-
lican Representative Maas from
Minnesotes whether ™if we should
have trouble in the Pacifie, wea
could anticipate any supstantial
aid from any other power?", Ad-
miral Leashy replied: "“We are
planning to take care of any sl-
tuation.” In vesponse - Lg other
questions, Leahy indjcated  that

chude Canada, Moxico and Ccﬂt.rfll
America. ;

lo the Virgin Islands to Colom”

Asked Inter, whother in- the
cage of any attempted “indicect
invasion™ of Centrnl or Sotth

power, the U.S. navy would be
used to thwart such an attempt,
Leahy answered that it would be
so used if the national policy ar
the time required it. He further
stated that the ability of the
navy Lo enfarce  the Montoe
Dioselying al present l_]epemjgd ah-
solutely gn the amount  of force
employed against the " Monvoe
Doetrine. . :

The concentration of the hear-
ings upon the situation in the
Pacific revealed that Japan was
considered to be the main enemy
in the coming wat. On Thursday
Leahy testified that President
Roosevelt contemplated a navy
adequate to protect the nation
only on one ocean, the Pacific.
He said that with the flest con-
centratéd in the Pacific as at

invade the United States on the
Pacific shore. He thought it me-
cessary for the Mavy Department

equal to the combined strength

of the German, Japanese, and
Italan fleets because “thosé
nakions are in some sort  of

agreement,”

Denies English Alliance

Admiral Leahy
dented that there was an under-
standing  between  the . United
States and Great Britain - on
naval policy or plans invalving

val base at Singapore on his or-
ders was mevely “a friendly visit
to a friendly port.” Heé denied
that the naval race before the
outbreak of the last war was a
factor in starting that war. He
agreed with Chaivman Vinson's
aszertion that “s prepared  na-
tion iz in @ much better position
to maintain peace than an un-
prepared nation.” No one bothers
ed to point out that “a prepar-
ed nation” was also in a better
position to wage war., = .
Leahy's testimony was riddled
with such econtradictions.

naval strength of other mations
were the prime  factors in pro-

considerable effect upon the
(Continued on page 1)
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the defense lines of the navy in-

the present time no nation could’ -

to have a force at its disposal.,

persistently

R
ol b v

_ After
having pointed out. that the i~ . .
ternational war danger and tho: |

posing the huge new naval pro.
gram, he refused to admit ﬂml. -
the new program would have any

regt .-

American imperialism in the war which Leahy admitted. . =

was “nearer now than at any time since the World War.”
= 3

il

“The Pacific defense ~
line,” he said, “extends from the .
Aleutian Islands to Hawaii. and .
thence vig Samoa to the Pafama - )
Canal. The Atlantic defense limeé =
extends from the coast of Mamg

American republics by a foreign = k1

| joint action in case of war..He
said that the recent visit of thres
U.5. eruisers to the British na-




