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~ LABOR DEFENSE ORGANIZATION
' MUST BE BUILT

'

e

* The oventz of the past year and the prospect
Far the future unite in peinting to a grave and
dangerous breach in the armor of the labor and
© . revolutionary movements. There does not exist
in thizs country-—indeed, there exists nowhere in
the world—an adequate ovganization to defend
on ‘s broad and militant scale these proletarian
" and general democratic rights which are so al-
- topether indispensable in the stroggle against
agcending reaction.
" The defense of Trotsky's right of asylum and
the inquiry into the Moscow Trial--the crux of
- uthe struggle for demoeratic rights in this last
o iperviod—had to. be conducted by independent and
specially created organizations, in the face of not
mervely indifference but wvenomous hostility from
all the alleged “defense” and “civil vights™ or-
~ “ganizations in this country and throughout the
Crgrld. Mo serious mechanism has even yet been
<o found for defending the militantz inm Spain against
the counter-revolutionary terror which erushes
 Fihoem. The Scottsboro case was allowed to dege-
" merate inta the most shameful dregs of class
pollaboration. Theve iz no existing medivm Tor
Teonducting the Fred Beal ease along class struggle
" lines.
Y With the new slump in this country, and with
the deepening of the war erisis, it is entirely certain
“that the time ahdad will see a steadily increasing
invasion of democratic rvights, and judicial and
vigilante fyame-ups against militants in the labor
movement. Stalinism is only on the first laps of
its counter-revolutionary career, and in the next
years as in the past two, the defense of proketarian
.and demoeratic rights against Stalinism will loom
large in the general struggle. The experience of
the French Ligue des Droits de L'Homme, re-
ported elsewhere in thiz issue of The Appeal,
. proves—if any forther proof were necessary—
" that the defense of labor and democvatic rights
~ must henceforth go forward not merely apart
from but in headlong collision against Stalinism.
“ A step muost be made. The time has come for
“all those, independently of political belief and pro-

F

ca0ps to troubled consciences, and who mean busi-
ness about the concrete defensze of concrets de-
mocratic rights, ko come together and to translate
thrir intentions inte ovganized and vigorous action.

ROOSEVELT'S NAVY BUDGET

At the beginning of the yvear, President Roosevelt
“submitted o budget for the fiscal year ending
Jume 30, 1939, which cut hundreds of millions of
dollars off the previous appropriations for Un-
o employment Relief, work velief, and C.C.C. eamps,
% but “made up” for the cuts by an enormous in-
~erense in the army and navy approprintions—
one Eillion dollars,

* " This gave the United States the lavgest milit-
& ary-naval budget it hos ever had in any peace

| United States for the simple reason that it looks

pram, for whom troth and justice are not moere

yoear and made it possible for o godd Liberty
Leapuor like Herbert Hoover to 2oy in hiz address
io the women Republicans: “We are leading the
AFMS TACE,

More than half a billign dellars was asked for
the MNavy. Now it is reported that, in bis coming
special message, the President will ask for an
additional appropriation for the navy, varionsly
estimated at between 100,000,000 and 2200,000,000,

What Big-Navy jingo could ask for better? This
i the “peace” budget of the President who cone
tinues to declaim: "I hate war!” What kind of
budget would he propose if be didn't hate it?

The Communist Farty press has not had a single
word of eriticism of thiz purely imperializt badget,
becawse they are bound by their servitude to the
Stalinist bureauerney in Russin which looks favor-
ably upon increased imperialist armaments in the

towards a military alliance with the American
spoils-hunters in the coming war to Make the
Warld Safe for Democracy—again, But we are
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not bound by any such scoundrel’s pact. We can
sprak openly.

The naval budget is a war budget! The arpu-
ments about “defense"-—especially in the light of
statemnents by such experts as Major-General
Hagood, Hugh 8. Johnzon, the lete Admiral Sims
and others who say that the T. 5. coast lne is
virtually invalnevable—are 20 much unadulteratg-
od buncombe. The Reosevelt budget §s planned
for the murderous war which is eoming, for the
protection of purely imperialist interestz in Latin
Amerien and the Far East, for the conquest of
new fields of exploitation abroad in behalf of the
profit-lusting  financiere and industrialistz of the
United States,

In answer to the murder-budget of the impe-
rialists, we reply with the traditional' watchword
of the revolutionists: “"Not™ a penny and net n
man for imperialist wap!”

The only war which we will support is o war
to the end against the exploiters and oppressors
of sur “own” country, who, in a land brimming
with abundance, keep the masses in unemploy-
ment, poverty and servitude. Heeein lies the only
real patrvietism—patriotic support of the work-
ing class and all the oppressed in the war for
egral likeration.

NO, IT WASN'T HEARST!

Suppoese  the following had appeaved
zalumns of the Hearst pross:

“In Chinese waters an American boat, the Panay
is eruising peacefully on its errand of merey for
American refugrees.

“Overhead fly death dealing Japancse planes,
a typieal sight in the Jnvasion of China.

“SUDDENLY.....

"An Eye-Witness Talking

“*Without warning a trio of Japanese bombers
dived at the American ghips, vnloosing their ter-
rible burden of high explosives. All hands rushed
for cover but the bombs rained on them like a
hajlstorm and fives borst owt on the American
vissela,

" "When the three Japanese planes had unbur-
dened their explosives, six more took up the savage
attack on the helpless river boats and one Ame-
rican ship sank to the bottom of the river.'

“HNext day black-bordered telegrams were receiv-
ed by American mothers and wives,

"That's the story of the Panay sinking.”

Suppose, we repeat, the above appeared in the

Hearst press. Wouldn't you say, shrugging your
shoulders, that it is simply typical of those yellow
rags? That it is habitual with Hearst to tey to
whip up a jingoist, pro-war splrit amonpg the
neople? That it is just like him to cover up the
tact that the “helpless river boats” were three
Standard Qil tankers, working in Chinese waters
for the greater plory and profit of the Bockefoller
family, and that the Panay wsg escorting them
to insure that glery and profit?
. Only, it did not appear in the Hearst priess, It
5 taken, word for ward, from a leaflet jssued by
the Young Communist League of Brooklyn, N. Y.,
advertising a meeting in Premier Palace on Jan.
14, :I:!ilﬂﬂi. at which the names of those great ve-
volutionary internationalists, Lenin, Liehknecht and
1-Lf::4:mb1.n-ﬂ: were to be desecrated by young pa-
triotic flag-wavers from the Stalinist schonl,

in the

its adversaries; it is at the same
time judge and party to the dis-
pute. On the one side appears the
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ed by the League published a
brief report which at one and
the same time justified the ver-
diet of the Trial and alse stated
that there was nobt enough in-
formation at hamd toe form the

basis for an opinion. The report]

MOSCOW DENIES
HULL REQUEST

{Continued from page 1)

was published in the joornal of |

the Leaguee, and the Commities

ting forward contrary points of
view. A new committese was ap-
pointed which, in eight months,
did exactly nothing. She then re-
viewed the history of the trials
from 1928 to 1038 which form
the preliminovy steps  to the
Trial of Aupust, 1936, and show-
ed their integnl connection with
the latter.....)

“.oothe method is unehanging.
{the procedure always the same:
seeret investigations, seloction of
the defendants, complete confes-

refused to publish arvticles put- |

[(Continued from page 1)
the Leapgwoe, and fvanslate them
inte  the required actiom thot
stared us in the face: An out-
rage to the principles of justice
‘~—we must intervene; an outrage
to humanity—we must intervene,
" “Is that all?—MNot in the least.

Even an extremely superficial ex-
amination of the record of the
Trial ecalls the attention of a
Teapgue member to angther mat-
ter: to the problem of truth, The
- Tollowing  detail, for example,
. among many others: One of the
necused was condemned to death
Tor his confession of having com-
2 mitted & certain act. Mow, this
- met hardly stands up well under

:.1'
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“All courses will have ten

_.__Hewl York. —

- French Group Splits On Stalin Trial

MARXIST SCHOOL

Opens Week of -February 14th

1. ELEMENTARY SOCIALISM—Hal Draper
© Monday, 7 - 8:30 P. M.

Carter — Monday, 8:45 - 10:15 P. M.
MARXIAN ECONOMICS—J. Wright

Tuesday, 7 - 8:30 P. M.

4. PRINCIPLES OF REVOLUTIONARY SOCIAL-
- ISM—M. 8pector — Tuesday, 8:45 - 10:15 P. M.
5. PROBLEMS OF TRADE UNIONISM — B. J.

Widick - E. R. McKinney —Wed. 7 - 8:30 P. M.

THIRD INTERNATIONAL —
*  Max Shachtman — Wednesday, 8:45 - 10:15 P.M.

~is $2.50 per course. Register now!

Marxist: School, 116 University Place,
Telephone, GRamercy 5-9142

examination: the place where it
should have been committed does

nok exizst, or rather no lonmger
existed; the alleged accomplice
withont whom the aet  weould

have been impossible stated that
he enn prove that he has never
been either in the allered place
or gity. '

Liberty Al Issue

"Justice, humanity, truth—is
that all that is at issue? Not
yet all. Libeviy is no less pravely
of fended. The Trial is an episode
—and it is going to be the epi-
logue—in a struggle between two
political factions, In that police
court, the ruling power judges
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UTH MOVEMENT —Jos.

zeszions each, Tuition fee

State, spread out in a mighty
apparatus; on the other, beating
its breast sixteen times, and six-
teen times falling to the lowest
rung of the human ladder, ap-
pears the individual. Quite apart
from the testimony, we know that
the accused were only a bodily
fragment in the accusation: they
were chozen, deliberately select-
ed from among 50 others invelv-
ed, whose absence permits the
supposition that they refused to
enter  the path of confessions
where, with a single step, the
16 who were on hand marched,
and who seemed in no way free
to confess or not confess, Even
at the threshold of the pokice
court there ecame to us the un-
chained echo of a press (the only
press  which exists there, | the
State prese) which furiausly de-
manded death and which called
for the destruction of the mad
doge who were the defendants,
Even at the threshold of the
tragedy, a heavy odor of mystery,
of slime, of terror, of an ar-
bitrary and macabre fares, eaught
at our throats. No, there was
no liberty there. ...

“Thus, all the reasons which
the League has ever had for act-
ing were copcentrated, -all the
doubts which ecould stir the
eonsciousness of a League mem-

gions, The study of the earlier
trials brings out an already es-
tablished tradition of oulrages
against justice, humanity, troth,
and liberty; it clarifies at one
nhd at the same time the environ-
ment, the men, the system, the
accused and aecwsers; amd  per-
mits an estimation of the worth
of the confessions....

“We have said that if the Mos-
cow Trial claims zo imperioosly
the attention of League members,
it is because it was the prelude
of other trials whose outcome
was identical, the starting signal
for a repression without preces.
dent in History,”

SOVIET PARLIAMENT
SANCTIFIES PURGE

{Continued from page 13

(Herald-Tribune, March
1937.)

“The newspaper {Pravda) con-
tended many real enemies of the
party escaped Successive howse-
cleanings and still were on the
rolls while thousands of loyal
members were dropped for slight

14,

ber were brought to a head. The

humamity, the defense of |:1'|.1I'.I1..|
the defenze of liberty: evervthing
called upon the League to as-
semble all of its forces in order
te go forward, in the face of
such an attack, to a kind of ge-
neral mobilisation, .. .*

League As Cenzor
{The orator. then deserfibed

defense of justice, the defenze of |

infractions or for no reason at
all. " (M., ¥. Times, Mareh 14,
LBAT. )

1 will be noted that the recent
publicity is identical in tone with
that of almost a vear ago. The
Mareh order to “suspend™ the
purge was followed by an wun-
precedented  extension  of  the
terrar. It poes without saving that
similar steps are now bsing con-
templated—with the inelusion of
& goodly number of the purgers
among those to be purged in the

slinging machine,

Henee, it would seem, he has
|bean undey consideration on 13th
Street as raw makerial for the
phony link which -muost be forg-
ed in an effort to connect the
Rubens couple with the Trotsky-
ites, & G.P.U. agent masquerad-
imgg in the relatively innocent
guise of a capitalist veporter pol
Beal's addrezs in New  York
{where he was hiding feom the
Marth  Caroling  bloodhounds ),
and questioned hipn about the
Rubens case in such a way, Beal
gatd, as to make “"me feel that
Lan attempt was being made Lo
'implicate me in some way.”

“The Communists,” Beal con-
tinned, “have heaped abuse and
vilification upen me. 1 do not
put it beyond them ta invelve
me in alleped espionage in Ruszia,
If they do, T shall not be the fivst
person to have suffered in this
manner for daving o eriticize the
rule af the Communists. I know
nothing about the Robinsons., 1
am net a Trotskyite. 1 am a labsy
organizer in jail today for lead-
ing the textile strike in Gastonia.
It iz true that, like the Robinsons,
[ went to Soviet Russia after
my conviction on a false pass-
port furnizshed me by friends in
the C.F. That was vears ago,
and T have told the story frankly
in my book, published long be-
fore the Robinson caze broke!”

Questioned

Mhintographer

. 2. Another name entered the
picture enrly this week when the
Federal ~passport racket™ Grearid
dury i New Yok gquestioned
Oszip Garber, Fifth Avenue pho-
tographer, who s reputed to
have known both Mr. and Mrs
Rubens, The nature of his reve-
lations iz unknown, as the Grand
Jury continoes to operate behind
an aplmost unprecedented “wall
of zecrecy.”

MATIVE TAXATION IN 5. A

H the taking away of the Ma-
tive's land was not sufficient to
foree the Bantu to slave labor in
the mines and white man's farms
the poll tax provided the addi-
tional turn of the =serew that
wag netded,  Thiz was indicabed
by Coell Rhodez when he intro-
dueed the Taxation Act in 130.0;
"It 2 our duty as a Fovermment
to vemove those poor ¢hildrven
from this life of sloth and lazi-
ness and o give them some gentle
stimuluz to come forth and find
out the dignity of laber.”

THE "GENTLE STIMULUS™

The pressure of this tax is by
ne means fAnished once it is paid.
The tax receipt must be produced
on the demand of o peliceman,
at any hour of the day or night.
In or out of working howes, in
the stroels and  othor  public
plages, on the way to work, at
wodding parties or funerals, ot
rany place and at any time the
police may demand the veceipt,
and failure to produce it means
summary avrest.  The streetz of
Johannesbeve are not safe for a
black man after dark. The - pick-
up” wans voar aleng seeking
whom they may devour. In prac.
tically all the larper towns of
the Union, the pelice from time
to time raid the Native Loeations,
vsually at might, arrexting peo-
ple in batechez and troating thom
with extreme violenee,

——

EQUALITY

In towns and on the dinmond
diggrings, where, under slum con-
ditionz, Euwropeans,  Coloreds,
Asinties and KMatives ave living
gide by side all equally poov, only
the Natives pay diveet taxes, But
though the others ave eligihle

paying Malives ave not.

3. Rumors in eciveles elose to
13th Street are that a spocial de-
legation of Stalinist Central
Commitbes members iz pow in
Moscow, summoned by special
ukpse. Their tasks include
puarding the G.P.U. scepario
writers  against bomers  in the
Rubens seript, such as a “Trots-
yite conference” in 1987 in the
Id Waildorf-Astoria Hotel, torn

how = small v:l:tl'l:iilzl:uih ittee appoint-
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coming weeke and months,
e 3 L .
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down Years .ago.
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SLAVERY CALLED LIBERTY

Listen to (General Smuts, great
lawyer and 5 Africa’s  most
famouws statesman: “The British
Empire has weathered all storms
because it is based on the funda-
mental principles of liberty and
equality and trust in the peo-
ple.” The above excerpis oarve

ySouth African dth International-
15t paper.

SLANDER AND APPOLOGY

Early in December Mike Gold
had the following to say in his
Daily Worker ¢olumn:  "Here
is  =something fov the wmarine
workers to look inbto: an item in
Newsweek of  Decomber  Gth
charges Harry Lundeberg, head
of the Sailors Uniom of the
Pacific, with being nothing shovt
short of a wat.” Mike than
guoted the item to the effect thut
Lundehery had instigated a Dept.
of Labor investigation of Harry
Bridges. And continoed: " Pretly
pantt it? I its Just another
newspaper e, Luandeberg has a
nigch, wide and handsome libel
case to slap on Newsweek, .. |
doubt myzelf that he will sue”
The Western Worker printed o
similar =bory.

I'THE SEQUEL

Londeberg and the Sailors took
Gold's advice and began the fivst
stepz  in a libel sunit.  Hesult:
the Newsweek apologized for the
falze story  which  had  heen
palmed off on them by some
frarme-up artist. The Western
Worker swallowed itz vomit and
alse apologized., So far Mike has
[said mothing, possibly thinking
that =susoesting  the libel  swits
saquanred  him.

ANOTHER GOLD BONER

In the same column Gold had

for Old Ape Fonsions the tax-:

thiz to say: “Why the sailors
retain Lundeberg is one of those
things that must be charged to
the red-tape clumsiness that
sometimes  necompanies  demoe-
ritic administration. [t is at
present hard to recall him for
techmical veasons,”

THE SEQUEL

An plection was held i the
Swilors Union and one of Mike's
friends ran against Lundeborg,
but again those “technical reas-
ons” interfered; the Sailors voted
Lundeberg 6-1. Shortly there-
after the Marine Firemen alao
took a vote and now in that Un-
fon glse “techrieal veazons ™ atand
in the way of the wrecking crew.

taken from “Taxation of the
Bantu" Published in the "Spark,”

il po TR i S

The Stalinist leadership was vot-
ed- out all along the line.
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MINNEAPOLIS

Not content with sewing up
the West Coast, Mike Gold still
in the same column decided to do
another good deed before calling
it a day. “What have they pot
to say about the Dunne brothers,
forr example, Trotzkyist labor
leaders in Minneapoliz who are
gaid Lo hove made allinnees with
racketeers and now are on the |
hot spot in a typical gangster |
bumping off csse? The full
charges ageinst thom have been
printed in the Daily Warker s
other papers, but [ fail 1o hear
any suits of libel or MNorman
Thomas uttering a word, And |
doubt that he will comment on
Lundeberg.” :

THE SEQUEL N

1 don't know whether Norman B
Thomas hazs said § word, buwt |
Mike will have the opportunily '
to say several words, fov the
Dunne brothers took his tip and
hawve instituted libel suil.

* WAA GROUP DANCE

The Progressive Group of the
Workers Allianee of Greater -
MNew York, organized to fipht _J

R

for a more militant and demo- i |
eratic regime  jun the Alliance,
will hold its first public enter-
tainment and danee, Saturday,
Japuary 29, at 8 P.M., ot the
East Side Labor Center, 169 Ri-
vinglon Streef,

All thoze interestod in militant _

trade wnionism and all  those W "
friends of democracy within the :
organized Fabor movement are
invited to attend.
Come, not only, because you
will have a swell time — which
you will—=but alse because you
will be helping in your own way :
the struggle for a more militant, ]
more propressive and move dem-
ocyitic Workers Allignee in New
York.

S L Ry

BE IT A GAL OR |
A PAL

Find Them At Upper
West Side iy
018 NINTH AVENUE B2
SATURDAY, JAN. 20 ) e

830 P, M. 2 PG

Dancing — Wesnies — Drinks

atd

Yau'll

“Bopths” Full of Fun
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