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The Convention

(Continued from page 2)

possible the party's most effect-
tive participation in the class
struggle.
We cannot ignore the faet that
the past development of the
Fourth Internationalist movement
in this couniry has prepaved it
to meet the great tasks that now
face it chiefly in one sense, na-
mely, in that it has provided the
party with itz thopght-out and
i proven principled foundations. At
, the same time, it must be re-
cognized that the intensely po-
: litical and polemical life of the
' meavemen: in the past, iz en-
foveed isolution from the wain
strear of the working elass mo-
vement, has produced not only

certain seetnrinn tendencies
: (Ochler, ete.d, but also o tens
: dency  towards an  exclusively
internal  existones  aneonmeebed

with the living movement of the
warking clazs. It is imperntive
that this tendency be overcome
and that the party turn its full

Jﬂ energies towards vooting  itself
| in the labor movement,
The SW.I procecds in  its

tactics and activities not mevely
from the standpoint of what it

Party

The accomplishment of this
simple, prosaic but indispensable
tnsk means a vadical Improve-
ment of the composition of our
party. We will not succeed in
rooting the party in the working
class, wueh less to defend the
réevolutionary proletarian princi-
ples of the party from belng un-
dermined, unless the patty is an
overwhelmingly proletarian party,
composed in s decisive majors
ity of workers in the factories,
mines amd mills. We cannot blind
ourselves o the faet that this is
not the case at the present time,
The party must therefore stoer
a deliberate course towards re-
cruiting  above all frem  the
foctory  proletariat, cspecially
those engnged in heavy industry,
It is a perilous weaknoss of our
party that it has a very small
representation in the wining in-
dustry, in stecl, in automobile,
ete. Our attention must theres
fore be turned to the mest pa-
tient and systomalic agitational
activity in the industries, in the
shops, themselves, The winning of
a thowsand factory prolelarians
to the ranks of the party would
be a triumph which would change
the whole comiplexion of the mo-
vement and both the natore and
effectivencss of itz work in the
class  strugele. What iz said
about the socvial composition of
the party ﬂ.pplinﬂ with at least

i
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Composition
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ought to be and wust become,
bat primarvily from the realistic
considerption of what it is at the
present time, what forees are at
its disposal, and what tasks it
can reasonably accomplish in the
coming period. We are not yel
a mass party and thervefore can-
mot assume all the responsibil-
ities imcuwmbent apon such a mo-
voment, It iz only in eertain
localities—and they are not nu-
metous—that our party has frm
contacts with the organized laboy
movement. For the moast part,
howewver, the party still opecates
ns a lavge propapanda orfaniza-
tion, It is necessary to take de-
liberate measures to pass beyvond
these confines. The main tazk of
the party in the coming period
is not the impossible one of be.
coming the leader of the Ameri-
can working ¢lass; that would
be & vain  illasion, and would
bring both disappointment  and
diserientation into owr  midst.
Our main task is  to intrepch
ourselves in the labor movement,
above all in the trade wnions,
te gain important bases in the
labor movement, to conszolidate
themy, and to proceed from them
to our next tasks.

to Be Improved

equal force Lo the organization
of the youth which, precisely
because of the decline of youth
in industry, has a far too small
propovtion of proletarian  ele-
ments in its composition,

Mo effective work can be done
in the frade uniong—and conse-
quently wo effective work in the
class struggle—unless the party
i5 divectly connected with these
clementary organizations of the
working class. This menns that
the party must not only demand
& minimum of activity of all its
members, but that it demands of
every worker in its vanks imme-
diate adbervenee to his corres-
ponding trade union, and activity
nside of it if he is alvoady & mem-
ber. The most correct trade vnion
policy I the world has litkle ov

not i o position
where it is meant to be applied.
These elementary  measwies,
which are indispensable for the
tran=ition from a propagands
group to a mass parvty in the
American working class and irs
struggle, i carvied out in ovga-
nized, systematic form, enable
the party to ward off the danger
of being sapped by triflers and
dilettants, by purely litcrary
vadicalism, and to become a =e.
vious and signifieant factor in
the great struggle and decisive
tests that lie ahend op the road

to the proletarian vevalution.

By Bernard Ross

Hecent reports  from * Mexico
seem to indicate that the feudal-
military reactionaries are pre-
paring a coup d'etat. Their pur-
pose is twefold: to squeleh the|

to smash all working elass orga-
nizations, taking away from the
proletariat the hard-won conces-
sions wrenehed from the bour-
gooisie, native and foreign, since
the vevolution of 1910
The reactionary forces ave by
ne means weak, They count in
their ranks a nmumber of nation-
al senators and deputies as well
as a group of state governors,
The important vole the laiter
may play cannot be understimat-
ed when one realizes that the
majority are high rvanking mili-
tary men who conteal, begides
their own state forces, important
contingents of the national army.
e I A number of faseist organiza-
tions exist such as the “Middle
Class  Confederation,” “Nation-
] alist Youth,” “Veterans of the
Revolution? and a conglomera-
3 tion  of clerieal-faseist  groups
X ¥ called the “Socia]l Demoeratic
Party,"” whose sole function con-
;  sists In spewing venom on agra-
rian reform measwres and work-
ing classes liberties. And to this
lomg list we must add the most

L

retrogressive foree  in Mexican
higtory: the Roman Cathelie
hierarchy.

Besides the already mentioned
state povernars, the reactionsaries
are strongly intrenched within

: the national government and the
4y state apparatus. The MNational

o0f Revelutionsry  Party, Cardenas’
political machine, far from being
a homogeneous outfit, has guite
a number of “Callistas” in ita

Feudal- Mllltary Reaction
Planning Mexican Coup
To End Reform Program -

reaction with & goodly portion
of the officer caste belonging to
the “Veterans of the Revolution.™

Cedillo Heads Reaction
The cential fipure of Mexican

ngurian reform mavement ﬂndif‘euﬂ“] r'cﬂ'l:'tliﬂ:ﬂ tmlﬂ,}' j:\. Gfﬂﬂ'm]
Saturning Cedillo,

who recently

was forced to resipn as minister

vof agriewlture, A bitler foe of

agrarvian reform and the working
¢lass, he has systematically kid-
napped, assazsinated and driven
out of his state of San Luis
Potosi labor organizers and va-
dical peasant leaders. A few
moenths apo  his armed  bands
maszacred working class demon-
strators in the city of Valles.
The leaders of the C.T.M. and
the Stalinists, bound to the Car-
denas  administration, and not
wishing to compromise the latier,
try to dissimulate the fact that
the greatest threat of an armed
rebellion comes from individoals
who today ave part of the go-
vertment, the WNational Rewolu-
tionary Party and the army. To
pdmit that would be tantamount
to showing how the governmoent

permits  the reactionaries to
earty on their political activities
unhampered. The Stalinists, in-

stead, sing pacans of praise to
the army and do not even call
for a purge of reactionary gen-
erals. The army, they s=ay, will
never revolt, But Mexican his-
tory and tradition teach us other-
wize, namely, that the militacy
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The Hangman sYear|

The Soviet vear 1937 opens in
Januwarvy with the Trial of the
Seventeen, the sequel of the Trial
of the Sixteen in August 1936,
On the First of February several
of Lenin's companions and fricnds
are lowered into their graves,
shot in the back of their necks.
Among them is the leader of the
Ukraine  vietory of 1M8, the
great  industvializer,  Gregory
Pintakoff; the leader of three
insurpections  n Moscow, N,
Muraloff: the party founder. Se-
rebriakoff; the director of the
chemical  industry, Hataichak;
Drobnis and Boguslavsky, fa-
mons fighters in diffceult days. ..
The year continues with the ex-
ceution  of eight army chiefs,
haloed with the memory of Civil
War  trivmphs:  Tukhachevelky,
Yakirv, Kork, Eideman, Putna...
The wvear, or rather, the massa-
ere of the feunders of the US.
85.R., continucs with the execun-
tion of the old Cauenszian Bol-
sheviks Mdivani, Okuodjava—and
others in Tiflis, Lakoba in Suk-
hum, =4l others in Batwm. A
stream of Dblood., One fhousagd
two hundred and three executions
of Teople’'s Commissars, high
functionavics and poor devils—
according to the official press—

between the middle of Auwguost
and the middle of MNovember. In
Movember comes  the finish of
the diplomats: Beven ambazsad-
ors disappear all at onee, repre-
senting the Soviet at Helsing-
fors, Tallinn, Kaunas, Berlin,
Nanking, Bukavest, Warsaw,

We learn of the disnppearanes
of the last among the leaders of
he Communist International: Bela

Vietim of Purge

no significance if the pavty is
to apply it/

has always played a predominant
and  decigive rale in turbulent
Mexican polities. It will do like-
wise in the near future and one
ean  eagily foresee the econse-
quences with the army under re-
H.cti:marjr leadership.

The liberal bourgeais gnvurn-

'{'I'I'I]-Il ='Thu m‘my i a hot-bed of

et nf i"nrdahm I‘mrc 'lmm

BELA KUN

Kun, Piatnitzky, Ladwiz, Ma-
gyar, Valetsky, Felix Wolf, E-
berlein, Hemmele, ... The secrst]
execution of one of the most pe-
markable theoreticians of Tols
shevizm, Nikolai Bukharin, ap-
pears to be confirmed. Also the
secret, entirely mysterious, ex-
ecution of the former chief of the
police fovees, the People's Come-
missar of the Interior, Stalin's
tirusted man, Henry Yagoda, On
December 12 tnkes place  the
plebiscite organized according 1o
the new Stalinist constitution:
00 wmillion woters wvote fov the
penial leader, A few days pags
and the wvear cleses on Christ-
A soldier m the Civil War, a
member of the Cemtral Commit=
tee, one of the most rothless

By Victor Serge

112111:1-:!15 af the foveed ecollectivi-
Eation-—oydered by Stalin-<in
the Caucasns.

Bhools Bovhood Friend
Al
ton, waz o Townder

Yenukidee 15 shot.  He

of the Bol

Victim of Purge

JAN

GAMARNIK

mias Eve with o horrible repovt:
eight more executions. Four of
those massacred were alag fight-
erg from the very first days and
founders of the regime, mem-
bers of the govermment only the
day before. It is officially con-

firmed that Rudzulak, & mem-
bherr of the Political Bureaw to
this day, has been declaved an
enemy  of the people and s
doomed to the same fate., A
frightful wvear. Indecd, o wvear
for the hangman

Esrakhan bhaz bean =hat. 1

knew it: 1 wmade it public more
than a month age. The ofGcial
comununigue admits it on De-
cember 20, Karakhan: one of the
insurgents of October 1817, vle-

cently ambassadar to Anksra. ..
Oeekhalaghvilli s shot,  One of

| 1he

buildevs of the Boisheveik
parvty in 133, a fAghter in the
1905 revolution, vice-presidont of
the Transcauwcasian Council- of
Paople’z Commissars, a member
of the Cenlral Committee of the
party. . Sheboldayev i3 shot.
shevik party in the Coucpsus<: 2
boyhood friend of Stalin’s, onco
exiled to Siberia with him. Se-
cretary of the Central Executive
Commitlee of the Soeviets, placed
at this post through Lenin's con-

| fclemee in him, from 1918 to 1904,

Known for hiz  firmness, his
trostworthiness, his good nature,
his great eulture. Swddenly re-
moved i 1934, Apropos his case,
I wrote enly a vear ago;

"The proscriptions have their
legic. The whele Oetober gene-
vation must be outlawed, What-

ever itz last representalives may
be made bto de, to spy amd to
write, word: no longer count.
Staiin knows that thesze men may
gome day take hold of {hemsolves
agam and that, in thewr heart
nf hearts, they ave his implacable

effice  three years and during
that time has amply shown thoti
it cannol and does not desire to
CRITY on A conkistent  struggle
againat feudal reaction. Cardenas
tries to compromise and conei-
liate as has been shown by his
sttitude towards Cedillo and his
recent aceord with the notorious-
Iy reactionary governor of So-
nora, General Yocupicio.

Lessons of Histors

If Meoxican history has taught
ug anyvthing since the bourgeodis-
demoeratic revoelation of 1519, it
= that the national bourgeoisie
cannot carry through the agra-
vian revolution. The history of
the last, 27 wvears has been an
acvcount of the constant betrayal
of the peasant maszses by the
bourgecis  povernment  and the
eontinual compromise of the lat.
ter with fewdal reaction. Carde-
nas, regardless of his personal
intentions, represents the houy-
geaisie  and, thevefore, cannot
and will mot aect differently than
did his predecessors. Under the
comtinued Lhreats of the fesdal

b | candidates-—=anil

- ——— =t ]
judges. . ... MNow we endevstamd
the bizarire Yenukidze affair of

1935 and the dissolution, at the
same thine, of the Society of Old
Bolsheviks, The Secretary of the
Burcau of the Executive of the
Soviets, devoted though he was
to Staling, might have hesitated
to vejeet the sppeal for pardon
of the Sixiteen. The Old Bolashe-
viks might have mutteved againat

the decapitation of the ald
party.”  (Hussia Twenly Ysars
Alfter, pp. 253-254.)

Purge Goes On

The Old Balsheviks don't mut-
ter any longer: they are dead.

A few days after the elections
of December 12 (if one can speak
of elections when only official
candidates arve presentod) several
of the candidates—the official
members of the
government, to boot, suddenly
disappear: among them are the
Mezhlauk  brothers, Ivan  and
Valery, fighters of 1918 in the
Volga region; one of them only
recently the People’s Commissar
for Heavy Industry and Chair-
man of the State Planning Com-

miszion; the other, the director
of the institutions of higher
education; and the chief of the

aiv forces of the USSR, Ge-
neral  Alksnis, together with
Admiral Orloff (also disappear-
ed, for move than a month now)
one of the signatories of Mar-
shal Tukhachevsky's death sen-
tence. Alksnis 15 believed to have
been shot, as well as the pioneer
n Soviet aireraft, Engineer To-
]'.||:|||:|'['II

Of the members of the povern-

- Sta]ms Tlml

nipotentiary of the Soviets at
Brost-Litovsk i 1018, later am-!
bassador to Peking, more pe-

ANUEE]L VYSHINSKY

A ol

ment commission which elaborat-
ed the new comstitution, the
most promanent are gone. Thirty
candidates — approximately
disappeared in the course of their
candidacy. The chief has wlse
taken precautions to moke plain
that the purge is to continue after
the elections and that ne  sortd
of immunity is to spare those
elected—although one of the moat
mumerows greups of the deputies
of the two Soviet chambers is
that of the high police Tunction-
arvies (some GO).

No regime in modern history
has unlenshed such a rveign of
destruction against its own Jead-
ing elite. What price will history
demand one day for Lhese heea-
tombz ?

o
Cardenns hos been |:-;|!'x1,.:ir|_|;
anme  poliey.

Ll

Baoanad 1as |hl|:|1u'j;||i¢=|11

Effective solution of the land
problem necessitates o stroeele
aguinst  foreipn imperiarizm,
it the national bourgeoisie, fav
from opposing impecialism, is
nseparably  bownd Eo it. The
Cardenas sovernmeat  has beon
hafled as “anti-impovialist™  and
the recent confiscation of Sland-
avd O lands is given as amn il-
lustration, But, almost simulianes
ously with that action, Cardenas
grants large concessions to the
British Roya! Dutch 3Shell. A
genine struggle against imper-
ialism would mean rousing the
peasant and preolotarian masses
to action. But that very prospecl
is cnough to frighten Cardenas
out of hiz wits, Likewize in the
international arensa, the Mexican
bourgeoisic exprossed s loyalty
ko its imperialist overseers. Can
it easily be forgoiten how at Just
yvear's Duenos Ajves conflesence,
Majera, the Mexican delegate,
far fvom clamoringe against im-

landlords and pressure of foreign
impevialism, i iz not at all un-
likely that Cardenss may event-
pally “betray” the principles of
the 1910 rvevolution, thus follows
ing in the foolsteps of Madevqo,
Carranza and Calles,

True it i5 that Cardenazs has
diatributed 25,000,000  acres of
land among 600,000 peasants, But
today, 27 wyears after the reves
lution of 1910, out of & total land
surface of 2025 million  acres,
1880 wmillione arve controlled by
about 100D native and foreign
[andlords and imperialist entor-

perinlist  domination, worked
havimoniously and in aceord with
the Washington delegpation?

The Mexican bourgeoisie; va-
cilluting and concilintory, cannot
neeasmplish its own bowrgosiz.
demacratic vevelution, Le., Five
the peazants the land. History
has turned over this task to the
industrial preletarviat.

The Mexican Bolshevik-Lenin-
ists, unlike the Stalinists and
reformists, have the most corvect
practical proseam jn face of an
mmminent reactionary coup delat;
independent weorking class action
and non-reliance upon the Car-
denas government; the imme-
diate organization of a proletay:

prises. The bourgeoiz govern-

ments have always adeguately

compensated  those landlordd
wore taken’

Over,

whm lands
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tlm united front and the. fm-mn.-
tian of workers® - Inilitias.
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Letter From China
Reveals Harsh Facts
On Far Eastern War

The f[ellowing letter,

ment of Chinng Kaoi-ghek,

ing Torces have been wantonly

suceessful continuance of the

revidutionary stroggle. —Ed,

Shanghai, Dec. 13, 1937.

Dear Comrades:

In my letter of last month 1
promised to zend you an infor-
mative fetter about the war si-
tuation heve, The ruszh of things
has prevented me from doing this
until wow, The Loukinochino
incident {the skirmish which on
July 7, 1937 precipitated the
fighting near Peiping —Ed.) has
opened another big chapter in
China's post-revolutionary his-
tor'y. Ten wvears of Kuomintane
rule over all of China has culmi-
nated in turning China into an
inferno. War atroeities  hawve
killed hundrveds of thousands: of
people.

Mo Mass Enthusiazm

The war has tested the extent
to which the Kuomintang still
retaing influence amone  the
people. Despite the loud clamor
and propagands, the common
people show Dittle enthusinsm for
the war, They regavd 9t as u ne-
cessary  evil and groan  under
the oppressive war conditions,
What haz the war imposed on
the people? Apart from the vast
destruction wrought at the front,
with the number of vietims con-
stantly mounting and a growing
mimber of people thrown out of
work, the war haz brought about
speculation, high prices, more
taxes and requisitionz in kind
from the peasants, forced lahov
and conseription. The eonscrip-
tion, the commandecring of labor
power, carts and horses, food
and fodder ave all repugnant to
the peasants For how can their
familiez be maintained if their
man-power  is levied, if their
seant means of livelihood are
taken away from them? How
an they pay taxes, rent and
imsurisns interest? Will not their
wives and children be arreated
for default of payment?

Peasants Flee

Thervefore the peasants ox.
elaimed: “Fighting, fighting, the
eomntry people always stand to
lose. The Government will take
away from us all that we possess.
Before the Japanese come wo
shall have died of starvation,’
In consequence, they flee from
the war zones at the first oppor-
tunity, Many of thoze who re-
muin “protest” in another form

against the mizrule of the Kuo-

Roosevelt Confers

(Continued from page 1)

gist in giving business what il
wants bul at the same tme would
enable New Dealism to save pub-
Y face. For example, business

Hovvs Bill. Hoosevelt wants to
pel buziness 1o agree to a Wage
and Hours Bill which, by setting
I TR L wages 5o low and niae-
imum hours so high and having
s0 many exceptions and loops
holes, will serve the purpose of
New Deal demagopy without in-
terferimg in the Jeast with pro-
fitz, Likewise, he wants to re-
peal the surplus tax, but fo doe
=0 i & way that will not moake
it appear an outright ‘capitula-
tiopn to Wall Streef. Apain, he
wants agreement on some kind
of formula which would recag-
nizge the continuing need for an
unbalanced budget.

In gencral, Hoosevelt wnder-
stands far better than the indus-
trialists the politieal veguire-
ments of the prezent situstion:
namely, that the masses will not
accept  quietly the open  and
frank adoption by the povorn-
ment of the avowed program of
the MNational Association of Ma-
mufacturers. He s irving 96
these confereces to show busi-
ness men how demagogic veform-
13m serves capitalisme—p lesson
which large and provincial-
minded sections of the Ameviean
bourgesizsie have not yet Jearns
ed, bul which Roozevelt has mas-
Lyl

Maove Aﬁiihsl Labor

But theve is alao a s

T
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epposes any kind of Wages and |

not  at the straw-men Tories
arainst whom he rants, but at
labor. It was no accident that
the head of Johns-Manville was
ineladed in the first conference.
Roosevelt has made clear that
he is beginning a& drive againat
wage seples in the building trades
under the preténce that lower
hourly  wapes will  guarantee
higher annupal income. Nor will
the drive stop with the building
trades. The higher annual income
doctrive, incorporated in o hast-
ily constructed economic theory,
will be used as part of a general
onslaught apainst wape levels,
Indeed, in several plants — fou
example, the Hormel plant in
Texas and several small auto

already heen induced to aceept
reductions through the influcpee
of this thesry.

In addition, as an ominous
paragraph in the Annual Mes-
sage indicated, Roosevelt iz pre-
paring to amond the National
Labor Relations Act and to in-
troduce a new Bill with the aim
of increasing “union vesponsibil-
ity.” Under this phvase the in-
dustrialists include, pbove all,
the ham-styinging device of union
ineorporation (embodied in seve-
val Billzs already before Con-

wwaz ], along with other mepsures

esighed to deaden the influence
of the vank and file of the unions
and ospecially  to hamper both
the calling and, the militant com

et of strikes.
It 15 these latter mims et
dictate the wze of Lewis as

spokesman for the zecond con-
ference, Roosevelt knows that the
most effective way to decsive the
masses is with the atd of their
own leaders. We may, therefore,

E l hul ats
edge. to Roosevelt's wqﬂﬂmﬁﬂ p!;!-&l?t y hqr Lm.mﬂ
ﬂ:l.hnl. n,'a:in'_n |s &irml@ﬂ- .
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received from g Chinede comrade in
Shanghai, throws info bold relief some vital aspects of the cur-
renl war situation in the Far Eastl 1§ shows how the govern-
in alliance with the Stalivists, has
brought Chibt's struggle against Japan (o an impasse, how liv-

sacrificed in actions foredoomed

io failure because of the Kuominiang's cowardice, incompetency
and fear of the masses, how the burdens of the war
loaded onte the backs of the toilers, while the exploifers and
oppressors of the pecple have grown fat from graft and war
profiteering. Our corvespondent makes it clear that for the

have been

war against Japan the Chincse
masses must be aroused and organized around a program of

l::ui!nuumnF;, They become the Chin-
| gae

“traitovs” who work for the
Japanese armies in the intelli-
genee service and as paid agents.
Both the commanders and the
soldiers  complain  bitterly of
the malicious activities of the
traitors at the front. No sooner
has zome defense work been com-
pleted tham Japanese airplancs
shower heavy bombs: on it An-
other example is the fact that
the Japancse are always in pos-
session of facts concerning the
location of field headquarters,
which are followed from place to
plagce and bombed by Japanese
planes.

A certain general has given o
vivid deseription of this situa-
tion: “At the fromt theve are no
miasses, but only traiters... We
do mot fear the enemy’s bomibsz
and avtillery. ... We fear most
of all the activities of the Chin-
ese Ctraitorz.”” Hllustrating con-
cretely how  these traitors ave
active at the fiont, the Shanghai
meneral continues: “In this war
we feel most distressed over the
fact that there are no organized
masses, After the arrival of our
troops, all the people whe could
support ws flee, Those who re-
main are the teaitors, As we did
ot know the reads well, we had
preat difficulty and were unmble
to fAind even one countryman of
purs to puide us, Sometimes, be-
cause of this, we entered encmy
territory by mistake at a pgreat
cost in lives, The activities of the
traitors  were manifold. They
not only disrupted our comma-
nications, gave signals, cle, but
they also rveported our moves
ments to Lhe enemy and helped
the enemy to vequisition laboy-
Brs,

POPULAR
CRACKS

Tr.a.it-!_lrs Everywhere . =

“The traitors were as nunElss
ous as ants—so numersus  Lhat
it was impossible to externdnats
them, Each day we had to 3
paiv telephone lines more the
ten times, Sometimes even ope
ative orders were delayed.
the maszzes been orvgamized,.
only would the traitors hate beln
themselyves

unable to congeal
and other tasks solved (soch
protection  of communicatio

transport, guide and intelligen:
work,) but infinite aid oob
have been given to the army.
contrast with the period of
Morthern Expedition
Katshek's  1926-27
whicth brought
under the sway of the I".'.uuml:l'[—
tang —Ed.), we were unable
find any civilians, pdasants or

evierl had to buy salt from Shatig:
hai, for example. But means of

we  recelved  instead
from Shanghai.
brought these ‘comforis’ we gays
Urganize the masses to Hlppﬂrt
us instead.' ™

How earvnestly the
degive the support of the mpie

‘comforts’

plies,
chase provisons which are avail=
able mearby, they have a

pool: intelligence service, ete X

moat of Ehlw*

eity folk, who were willing “to: B2H
cooperate with wus, so that wh’ ¥
transportation were searce and

Ta those _whi:r"

soldiers & ¢

in the fighting! They have notaEy
laborers to transport their sull- K
they are unable to Pl

a word, although they fight .'n'l-"

their own terrvitory, they have 1o
fight alone as If they ware il'[
a desolate land, The preference

of the Chinese armies for pbsie 300

tional warfare as against mohile )

with the people.

Cooperation =

between the armies and  the J.ﬂ

people is essential to the success
i guerrille warfare. How hﬂ?ﬂl?
under the

sualties by fighting

in a tervitory where they re=
epive little or no support from
their own countrymen’

Tribute fo Soldiers

The ﬁght]ng power of the
soldiers is remarkable both ﬁﬁ
the Northerm and Sownthern

put of Peiping only by &
b e, Thr ]mlmp und l'*n

in Tmnts:m E.tmm-l}d th-!: Ja]l:ﬂn-
ese airdrome and barvacks. They
suffered heavy casualties because
the 38th Awmny, by order of the

fourht against tanks with hand

cecded  in

({:nnhnul:d oi DagE 4'}

FRONT
IN FRANCE

(Continued from papge 1)

invaked the thveat of var as its
justification. He proposed, with
the approdal of the Stalinists,
to include Reynaud, wltra-con-
servative  ex-Finance nvinister.
When Reynauwd demanded that
the new coalition extend to the
extremist vight, Blum had to de-
mur and withdvaw for the time
being.

C. 1. For Sacred Union
The Stalinists,  protesting
then' continued undving  fealty

to -the People’s Front of strike-
breakers and wage-cutters, have
norw corne Torward with & demand
for entry imte a new People™s
Front gr Sacred Union govern-
ment. They realize that wnless

Ithey take this step, the workers

might @gain take the path of
open struggle and cavry it be-
vomd theivr control. To this the

supply plants—the workers have:

bourgeoisic has so fmr been cold,
preferring Lo count on s oW
Genernl Steff  and wnderground
armed bands o deal with the
workers' upions If necessary.

The whole question of France's
forcign  policy  weighs  heavily
upon  the complicated political
maneuvers among the ministers
of the wvarious People's Front
Parties. Thorez vecognized Lhis
facl openly at a rally in Paris
on January 17 when he declared
that Chautemps' attempt to
drive the Stalinistzs out of the
majority was inspived by Greatl
Britain.

B0 long . as the Fremch govern-
ment fivst uwnder Laval, then un-
der Blumy and wiftil the last year
ander Chautemps, continued to
stand by the Franco-Soviet pact,
the Stalinists chose to remain
outside the government, sappoit-
ing its fundamental program for
bolstering up French capitalism,
but appearing before the masses
a5 an independent foree,

Flirtation With Hitler

But this situat op hgs s
W 45" - T i T . I-." LF]
™

instability of the regime,
shaken confidence

more réadily with Great Britain's
offorts to strike a new four-
power balance of Germany, Ttaly,

to isolating the Soviet Union anil
mnhm;:_- it the chief target of th

l.‘,:ﬂ':I'I'III'IE WA,

The Van Zeeland plan, wh‘:-'.:h
is actually sponsored by Gmt
Britain, provides for
Anglo-French eredits to Gﬂmil‘;:r
and Italy and laying the econo-’
mie basis for

l' -

however, is only symptomatic of

sure an ally of Moscow as St
Litvinov so fondly believed.

Future Clashes

effort to izolate the Lummumﬂ.!.

sure, which they try to turm
and off like a faucet. We
only hope that once having turn

unable to twurn it off.

The future will in any case
be marked by new elashes,
our comrade Pierre Navills
pointed out in these eolumns,
recent  revelations oo
the Cagoulards
the prepavations have gone to-
ward a Fascist-military | cotp-
involving the high command &f
the army and . the unders:rnund
armed bands in the pay of cap
tal.

In the coming period, _I.Im.:'l_i_g
bilization of the French work

from the hands of a ecapitaliét
class unable any longer fo il
by ordinery parlinmentary mean
will be the decisive factor in Ehi
situation.. In this the rola’
growth of the P.0.L, the W
ers-Interna nali:.st Parky, .
in mn.au;ra r out of proj

eross-fire of bombs and nrtillery |

grenades and revolvers andsgie- .'
shooting  down ﬂ:l.h

.plus:_
in the Red®
Avmy, has caused France to dead 0

In rveturn, the latter may toy
wield the weapon of Tass pn,'.'g- -,

:t‘t :
show  how: Iﬂ:ﬂ--. 1

bthe Chinese armies suffer in ga=/ 5 |

"a'

1_-

fromts. The soldiers of the 2Bth 3
Army refused to leave their po= =
sitions and were finally 11145#45& /

commander, was L-cmnved 2
Tientsin and did not join in the &
fight. The soldiers in Nankow .

-'I‘

France, and Britain with a "t’i“_'li'ﬁ,i

openiig 4

politieal collabo 8
ration of the four powers. Thl:!_._, s

the faet that France is not 80 :'-

This lies, in pagt, behind The

e¢d on the pressure, they w:ll b0



