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By Junius

ubens” Case

While the U. S. State Department and the Moscow Foreign Office continued play-
ng their respective games, chiefly in the dark, revelations of the past week cast

new licht on the mysterious case of the

“Robinson’-Rubens who “disappeared” early

in December in Moscow. Washington, having established to its satisfaction that Mus.
“Robinson™ is also Mrs. Rubens and an American citizen, asked Moscow for informa-

tion.as to her wher&nhuuts;l
Moscow showed no haste 10! )55t week pointed a finger sharp-

replying.

Indications are that Wash-
ington, now aided by a Fe-
deral “passport racket”
Grand Jury in New York,
continues to make life hot
for certain retiring 200-per
cent Americans uncovered as
a result of the breaking of
the “Rubinson”-Rubens af-
fair. Combined with the
news of the utter and un-
explained disappearance of

Juliet Stuart Poyntz, leading
Stalinist who withdrew from
poblic  political work several

vears ago and is rumored to have
been c¢lose to the G.P.U., Fede-
is apparently dis-
turbing some of the ultra-ex-
elusive sections of these doubly-
patriotic circles .

Washington Hesitant

While its secret agents use the
present 1osy opportunity to make
American  sub-soil safe for a
Washington monopoly on the un-
jerground, the State Depart-
ment appears to be hesitating
between two alternative policies:

frapte-up underlying the “Robin-
son -Rubens mystevy in ovder Lo
erucify not only the “Trotsky-
ites” but all opponents of an al-
llance to make the world safe
® .- democracy by a People’s War
Front—or to expose the inter-
national frame-up apparatus in
order to ecrucify Stalinism and

-dizeredit the Russian Revolution ‘ Section

—abalinist ,
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succession of prevelations which
ly at the C.P.U.5.A. as being
located close to the center of the
“Robinson -Rubens  affaiv. To
these revelations, the Daily
Worker offers  not one denial,
despite the fact that, were Lhey
in a position to do so, they could
roundly dencunce all who have
pointed the finger at them, ine-
luding the Appeal, Eugene Lyons
of the New Leader, and renovters
on the Scripps-Howard press nnd
the N. Y. Daily News.

The following facts—and ques-
tions they inspive—are of inter-
eat:

1. Mrs. Rubens' relatives re-
gavded her and her husband as
Stalinists; Mr. Bubens had no
known oceupation  but enouzh
money to run an expensive car,
hire servants travel abroad, ote.

2. In applying for birth-cevtis
ficates in the names of lopng-dead
childven, the “Robinsons™ ({pre-
scumably the identical coupled
used an address which honsed o
veral members of the 1,

3. In applyving Tor passparis the
couple worked through one Max
Shaw (still presomahbly anlogal-
ed) and one Arthur ov Aasron
Sharfin. Is Max Shaw also the
Marshall Shaw who was 2 wem-
ber of the Friends of the Soviet
Union in 1933 and who. sald. sul
many copies of Soviet Russial
Today that his picture was print-
ed on page 18 of the Decembe
issue of that year? What was!
Max Shaw's exact relation io 1hf!|
“Robinson"-Rubens? 1z Shariin

ralso the Arthur Shavfin or Shal-

rin who i 1933 waz a mwember
of the C.P., New York District.
1o - (mid-Bronx) and

in the eves of those who identify | who was active in unemployed

it with the bloody
Jozseph Stalin, .

Forced to postpone the project-
ad “confession” trial of the “Ro-
binzon"-Rubens, who were im-
ported to Moscow to tell fairy
tales about “Trotskyites -Japan-
ese plotting and espionage in Ca-
lifornia, Mexico and elsewhere
in North Awmerica, Moscow can
use the interim Lo put added po-

lish on its frame-up hoping that |

if Vishinsky ever gets Washing-
ton's 0.K., he will be able to
offer something Better than non-
existent airplanes and extinet
hetels. On the other hand, fear-
ful that Washington may decide
to recommend that ne trial be
held, Moscow 13 preparving to
anload the whole affair. Hence
the inspirved ruwmors from Moscow
thateMrs. Rubens is free and out
of the U.S5.5.R. Hence, alzo,

- Moscow's extreme rveluctance to

say anything about any aspect
of ‘the affair.

One newspaper reports that
a Moscow official declarved that
. this is a very unfortunate case,”
and no doubt the G.P.U. shaves

~hig  sentiments, . Otherwise Mos-

“cow says nothing, and the Daily
Worker - follows its lead. The
-Stalinists have even abandoned
the public aspect of what some
Washington informants of a
‘World-Telegram reporter recent-
1y called their “build-up” of the
idea- that Ameriean “Trotsky-
ites” have something to do with
the “Robinson”-Rubenses,

This vetreat into “dignified”
silence is made by the Stalinists
m Moscow and here despite the

jher own name in the preseribed

reaction of ('work al the Unemployed Councils

at 1400 Boston Road and on Cla-
remont Parkway?

Phony Passport Links

4. Sharfin apparently  passed
the phony passport application
to one dukerman, who passed it
to one Katz, who passed it to one
Schwartz, who passed it to Al
Marinelli, then New York County
Clerk. Marinelli, apparently, was
cennected only  with Tammany

and not with the Kremlin, Just
what were the motives of Zuker-
man, Katz and Schwartz’in help-
ing put through the phony appli-
cations i1s not yet clear.

5. Mavinelli certified the pass-
port applications, which then
went Lo the State Depavtment at
Washington. The Ell:-p::rr,menﬁt
made out two passporis for the |
"Robinsons™ and one for Mr.
Rubens. (Mre. Rubens, an Ame-
rican citizen, got the passport in

legal way.)
6. The “Kobinson™  passports

| sirable

L connections .

were ordercd by the applicants
to be sent Lo the address of an
orgamzation . called the  IDrama
Travel League. Miss Izabel ‘."l."ai.-'-h,'?
a worker in that office, has
identified pictures of Mrs - Ilo-
binson- as those of a nervous
woman who onee .came into, the
office looking for Miss Helen
‘Ravitch, the manuger. Misz Ra-
vitch, despite her denials,- has
been identified as the person who

signed the postoffice receipt Tor
|the Robinson “passports.

It is not known what if any
personal conmections Miss Raviteh

has with Stalinist organizations,
but her husband, Dr. Selon Bern-
stein, has been proven Lo be
physician to  William Z. Foster
and to the Stalinist International
Workers Order. .

7. The " Robinson -Rubens then
utilized their passports to go to
Moscow - and to register there
under the name of “Robinson”
about three months after the
world press had announced that
all American tourisis named Ro-
binson were being barved from
the U.5.5.R.

We have here a fairly well de-
fined chain. Somewhere in the
middle is Al Marinelli., who ap-

pavently certified - the passport
applications out of the same
vood-heartedness  which causcd

him to vesign his job rather than
put the finger on a lot of shady
zharacters thed up with his poli-
tical organization. Alsoe in the
middle are a couple of petty Tam-
many errand boys, and the U.S.
Deparvtment of State, which is-

sued Lhe passports apparently as

a malter or routine on Marinelli's |

20 V-850,
At the two ends of the chain,
however, the picture 1s very dif-
ferent. At one end is the Sharfin-
Shaw combination, and at the
other, is the Ravitch-Bernstein
combination,
4 ; - 3 1 e e T L
Links to Stalinists

Thus, it appears thal the RHo-
binson-RBubens had the assistance
of Stalinists or people quite close
Lo the Stalimists i starting the
process of applying for the phony
passports and in completing Lhe
precess  of receiving  Lthe phony
prasspoyvis, )

If public knowledge of facts of
this kind
help of the State Department and
even despite the State Depart-
ment, Ser'y Hull may,  in the ¢nd,
decide to advise Moscow to bury
the whole affair, along with a
couple of peoplé now in Lubianka

rison. It will nevertheless remain
lear that the Robinson-Rubens
Jiair was a Stalinist concoction
whose object, as the many not so
coy hints  in the Stalinist and
learst press in the first days of
he affair indicated, was to frame
1 the international opposition to
stalin’s People's Tolalitarlan War
Front.

If, however, Stalin finds it de-
to go through with the
frame-up, one may expect the
“Robinson "-Rubens to attempt to
tic themselves to the Trotskyites
by intveducing into the chain des-
cribed above a couple of hand-
forped links which the world will
be asked to accept as “Trotskyite
Only the G.P.U.
dramalists who have written the
“Robinson"-Rubens ~confessions
know today at just what point
they  have planned to  intro-
duce those “links.” One may
doubt that the G.P.U. aver had
any intention of accusing- Al Ma-
vinelli of being in faver of the
permanent” revolution. A  more
likely attempt would be to fish
around in peripheral - puddles in an
effort to find some politieal poly-
wog who, after a little treatment
by the Stalinist and allied propa-
sanda experts, might seem to have
developed  into a  Trotskyite-
Bukhavinite - Fascist - Gestapo -
wrecker - spy - saboteur - assassin
frog of considerable proportions,

the working class,

lived capitalist order,

misery amnd war,

Railly to the vanks of the Sodialist Workers Party!
a soldier in the great battle for human liheration!

Long live the Fourth International!

Long live the International =ocialist revelution'

Il Trails Lead to Stalinist Camp Hail the Socialist
Workers Party

_ (Continued from page 1)

typres of social-patriotism, fake pacifism and Stalinismi—all of
them trpilblazers for war—who continue to infest the dilapidated
S. P. Unlike the latter, which ekes out an existence by pander-
g to trade union bureaucrats, big and small, and.hitching it-
self on to the wagon of the class-collaborationist People's Front
(as in the last New York elections), the Sodialist Workers Party
stands for a militant class struggle policy now,

The new revolutionary party has taken an unambiguous -
stand against the reactionary Stalinist current which poisons
the international labar movement,
tility to this gang of bureaucratic agenis of the Bonapartist
cligue which has usurped power in the Soviet Union and which
s sapping the foundations of the Russian Revolution.
fense of the Revolution in the Soviet Union, as well as the
cleansing of the inlernational labor movement, require an un-
velenting struggle against these adepts at murder and frame-
ups, allies of the “demoecratid” imperialist bandits, and eonfede-
vates of all that is conzervative, reactionary and buveaucratic in
Against the Stalimist conception that the de-
fense of the Soviet bureauncracy rvequires the suppression of the
proletavinan vevolution througheut the world, we raise the war-
cry of the defense of the Seviet Union and the achievements of
the Bolshevik revolution of 1917 by the extension of that revalu-
tion throughout the world, by the overthrow of the putrid, out-

It openly proclaims its hos-

The de-

Unite for Revolutionary Socialism!

fts vanks still small, its strength still inadequate for its
mizsion, the Socialist Workers Party nevertheless faces the fu-
ture with supreme confidence in the final vietory. Conscious of
the great difficulties, it iz also aware of the great prospects. The
American working class is the most militant and combattive in
the entire world. [Its basic weakness lies only in its lack of class
consciousness and revolutionary perspective, The party of Marx-
st internationalism will =eek to imbue the toilers of the United
Staves with this consciousnzss and perspective, That accomplizh-
ed, no power in the world can prevent the vietory of the prole-
“tavial and the transformation of society on a vational basis,
without classes, withowt opvreszion, without exploitation and
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ST, LOUIS, MO.—The Marx-
st School, organized by the 5t
Louis District of the Socialist
Workers' Parvty, will Dbegin a

increases without the

| sevies of public classes in the
| Fundamentals of Socialism on
' Tuesday, Jan. 18. The classes
tare to be held at Olive Hall, 3830a
 Olive 8t., St. Louis, and will meet
every Tuesday evening 'at 8 p.
m. for six weeks The instructor
will be R. 8. Saunders, who is
well known in the St. Louis area
for similar eourses he has con-
ducted for the Socialist Party.
On Maieh 1, a series of three
classes in The History of the
Labor Movement will begin.

i Fundaﬁtenl.a'ls of Saecialism”

Tues, Jan. 18: The Socialist
Method of Interpreting History
(The materialistic conception of
history and the theory of the

—Aetivities - Sir-lrowis—|classstrugeiey:-

Tuwes. Jan, 25: Your Work and
Your Pay (The labor theory of
value, the appropriation of - =ur-
lus value and the coneentration
of wealth). )

—— e

Boston Y.P.S.L. Meeting

BOSTON, MASS. — A Mass
meeting on  the subject: ~Are
You Ready For War?” will be
held in this city on-Sunday Even-
g, January 23, 1938 at 16 La
Grange Street. Auspices: Y. P.
S. L. (Fourth Internationalists),
Boston Diatriet.

Jain the gang at
TOSCANINI'S CONCERT

Broadeast at Upper West
Side Branch - 916 9th Ave
Saturday Jan. 15 - 10 I".. M.

Dancing—Spaghetti— Drinks

25 Cents ADMISSION

I have mentioned two possibi-
lities: one, that Stalin will {ry to
bory the whole affair, another,
hat he will try to 2o through with
the frame-up. In etther ease, the

G.P.U. and its fiiends are due

for an uwnpleasant time.
Whatever the State Depart-

ment and the Federal Grand

Jury decide to reveal about the
affair, the termination of the
whole business will be an even
more glaring expose of Stalinist
frame-up methods than resulted
from the infamous Moscow Trials.
Not a day passes but that several
warkers visit the Appeal office

with information bearing on the

aspects—particularly the fate of
the central figures in Moscow—
are still completely dark, But
readers of the Appeal may ex-
pect startling revelations in a
very short time. Needless to say,
they will be of a character which
will make no headlines in the
Daily Worker. '

*Robinson "-Rubens affair. Some.

ST. LOUIS
THE MARXIST SCHOOI.
Olive Hall
3830a OLIVE STREET
Tuesday, Jan. 11, 8 p. m.:
“"CIO-AFL  Unity
—Its Real Meaning” _
Speaker: ARNE SWABE( K
of Chicago - Well-known
Labor Journalist

RE YOU
EADY
OR WAR?

JUST PUBLISHED
By the National Executive
Committee of the Young
Peoples Socialist League.
Order .now — Be per copy
3¢ in bundles of 10 or more

WANTED.—Girl Comrade o
share two room and kitchenetie
Apt. Comumunicate: Appeal Of:
fiece. (E. Kimmel). Very recas-
unable,
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