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INTERNATIONAL NOTES

Soviet Election to Be “Uncontested”. — List of

Candidates Revests New Social Composition
of Ruling Stratum.

By John G. Wright

With the official vegistration of candidates “elected” to run for
the Swpreme Soviet, Stalin' has stripped his plebiscite of all the
ormaments and praotences that have hitherto adorned it. In the first
place, the elections will be uncontested. That is to say in 99% of
the elecloral districts, if naf“in all of them, only one candidate will
run. M his graciously worded dispatch to the N. Y. Times, Denny
ventures to puess that in a few isolated instances, more than one
candidnte may perhaps appear on the ballot. That still remains to
be sgm. Thus far, there has not been any official notice of a
“canterted™ election in the Soviet press. From the data already
availabde, the possibility of such elections being held is reduced to
a doten or 20 districts still to be heard from.

A bhreakdown of the candidates already registered, and in effect,
alrcady “elected”, reveals that among them there is not a single
rank-and-fi%e werker or peasant. The candidates have been hand-
picked exclusively from among the ruling tops in the party and
goverament and from among the new aristocracy of Stakha-
movisls and “well-to-do" Kdlkhozniki, and the Stalinist “intelligent-

aia”, -
Breakdown of Candidates’ List .

1) Party and government functionarvies .. 138 ... 414+ %

2y Army, Navy, Air Corpz officers . 37 . 114+%

h G.P.U. T .18 BT

4) Stakhanovists ete . .. B0.. ... 16+%

o)  KRolkhoz aristocracy . B5...... 164+%

) Intellsctuals™ M | SPPT—— 6+
Total 319 96+

The vemaining 12 candidates ave “miscellaneous” i.e., they may

be a~sugned to any oue of the last four groups. It goes without say-
ing that a few among those listed in groups 4, 5, and 6 may be party
membors. But these figures constitute incontestable proof that the
“non ety Bolsheviks" compose in point of number a bloc as lurge
as that of the “party Bolsheviks"”, with the G.P.U. and the mili-
tary Lun-tionaries holding the “majority " in a bloc with either one
of these two group=—an item which may prove of decizive signifl
cance w future developments. In our previous comments we had
forecasted thal! the mechanics of the election would reveal Stalin's
plan to -hift his base from his previous supporters in the old bureaun-
cracy Lo 2 new “haze”. In the above data, we observe the concrete
realizatom of thi= plan, It iz further to be borne in mind that Stalin
haz in addition “venovated” thoroughly his old “Bolshevik™ base.
Many af the “party” candidates appear in the lists with a sigmi-
ficant notation that this or thal candidate iz “fulfilling the duties”
of this or that party or Soviet functionary, i.e., the original incum-
beut had besn purged, and-a ~substitute” appointed at the very last
moment without vven the formalities having been observed.

Fear Boycott of Elections
Omi should imagine that with a set-up such as Stalin has

engineered, there is nothing for him to worry about. Yet the press
conlimue~ to be filled with “alarm signals™ that the “class enemy™
will abtempt t “disrupt” the elections, and “do dirt”. Says Pravda:
“It iv impermissible to forget that the good nature and dopiness of
‘several party and Soviet organizations is being utilized by enemy
elemenl- who are attempting and will continue to attempt in every
way miaginable to do us dirt in the election campaign”, (Nov. 15).
This cmgmatic language cover: up the mortal fear of the ruling
cligue of a beycett of the elections. According to the provisions of
the cesmalitution each candidate must poll over one-half of the votes
in bw district to be elected. Should the voters stay away from
the weHs, or should they purﬂue the lessz dangerous course of gmng
to the polls, and “scratching” the lone delegate, a very compromis-
ing atuation would ensue. Pencil: are no longer necessary in Sta-
lin's eiection. But every man with a pencil is a potential threat.
Tho #rsud of Lhis possibility crops out in the campaign to turn out
100% of the votes; and much more directly in the speeches of the
dignitsries themselves. Thus Kossarey a member of the Central Elec-
toral Cemmittee, recently issued an appeal to the youth regarding
their role in the electiens. He stressed their duty to expose and
agitate against the enemiy-elements and he indicated three infal-
lible signs whereby any dutiful youth could immediately discover
elements “hostile to the Soviet system, and the Communist Party”.
We list them, as given by Koszaarev: (1) Those who attempt
to “tall: the populace out of active participation in the elections™
{i.e., the advocates of hoycott!) (2) those who “attempt to put for-
ward dh2ir own hostile candidates™; (3) those who “spread anti-
Sowviel anecdotes ™ and -gepecally “carry on hostile agitation.” Where ?
“Sametimes” suys Kossarev cautiously,” “even at political meetings,”
but as rule, be continues "in stores, baths, barber shops, street
cars, foyers of mavie howses, bazars and houses of prayer.”

Diplemats in Grip of Purge

With the latest purge of the Soviet consulate in China, the)

list of fgreign offices thus far affected now includes: Germany,
Poland {Davtyan), -Lithuapia (Podolsky); Finland {Asmus); Latvia
(Bredessky); Esthonia (Ustinov—he committed suicide) and Spain
(Antonov-Ovacyenka). W‘hﬂa the head of the English embassy,
Maisky is still intact, hiz staff has been riddled. A. Shuster, one
of tiwe embassy's secretaries is being held in Russia. The naval
attacks, Antipe-Chikunsky; the military attaches A. K. Sirkov, and
Ivan Glserny have been “recalled.” Sirkov and Cherny were appoint-
ed 1o Putna's place. The arrest of Yureney, one of Litvinov's most
inkimake friends raises of course the question of Litvinov's im-
peading demise. A persistedt rumor is circulating in the European
preds that a Moscow trial of ambassadors is now in preparation.

It is said that Yurenev, Karsky, Krestinsky and Antonov-Ovseyenko

_bhave already “confessed.”

(Continued from page 1)’

1929, crash. Seventy so-called
representative industrial issues
are down 100 points from the
1929 high, after having recorded

according to the New York
Herald-Tribune stock market

chart of November 22. Leading
railroad stocks have shown simil-
ar losses,

(8) Construction contracts have
decreased in thirty-seven States
in October as compared with the
corresponding month of 1936, ac-
carding to the Herald-Tribune
index, and cotton sales slumped
more than 100,000 bales in one
month.

(9) All the large commercial
banks have reported a halt in the
demand for business expansion
loans. Instead of extending credits
the banks, to .build up earnings
assets, are purchasing Federal
securities. This is the procedure
followed by these institutions
during the entire period of the
last crisis.

(10) The National publie debt,

lars is 20 billions higher than in
1932 and the government is in-
creasing its monetary gold stocks,
apparently in anticipation of in-
flation measures,

(11) Always ready to make the
workers pay, the powerful indus-
trial corporations have launched
new drives to cut wages, increase
hours and establish company
unions. As a vesult =trikes have
multiplied and militant trade
unions are fighting with their
backs to the wall before the sa-

(12) Department of Commerce
figures show a slump in exports
to China, Japan, Spain and other
countries. .
The foreign summary, while
reflecting the serviousnes: of the
situation, does not, of course
tell the whole story.

Repetition of 1929

In 1932 the Demoecratz blamed
the economic ecataclysm, which
brought distress to one-third of
the nation's population, upon the
Hoover administration and Frank-
lin D. Roosevelt, then governor,

promised a “New Deal” for the
“forgotten man.” Now, after
four years of the “New Deal”,

America's workers and farmers
are facing under Roosevelt al-
most a repetition of the bitter
days of 1929-33. The “forgotten
man”~ has been forgotten with a

vengeance,

Mindful that statistics make
theless, necessary in any candid
study of economic conditions and
since activity. in heavy industry
serves as a barometer for judging
trade gains or sluggishness, it is
vital to make at least a brief
survey of that sphere of opera-

a recovery of 30 points in 1937,

totaling more than 37 billion dol- |,

tering into the cost of living have
advanced from the depression low

vage unslaughts of Big Busin&ss.l

'in food. At the high point for the |,

very dull reading they are, never--

Economic Crisis Grows With More
Lay-Offs And Rlsmg Cost Of meg

tions. index has gone up 42 per cent.
The United States Iron and|The index shows that the price of
Steel Institute’ estimated oneggs has increased %0 per cent

November 22 that steel ingot pro-
duction was at 33 per cent of
capacity.

The Iron Age of the same date
pointed out.,, "that the automo-
bile industry upon whigh the steel { cent and sugar and sweets are
industry's hopes had been pinned |up 17.4 per cent.
for many weeks is not only taking | ‘With prices still rising, the pub-
less steel but its December pro- |lic debt mounting, unemployment
duction schedules have been re- |growing and Big Business de-
vised downward to an extent that manding a reduction on the pro-
promises little aid for the mills |fits and other taxes, the govern-
unleaa‘ orders should be placed |ment has taken preliminary steps
sometime next month for January |for further devaluation of the
shipment.” This blunt announce- |doliar, if necessary. The conse-
ment foretells layoffs for thous- |quence would be still higher
ands in the steel and auto plants | jrices, a slash in real wages and
in the East and Middle Western |another blow to the workers’ liv-
States, in addition to the 200,000 |ing standard.
already dropped from the pay-| Cn November 22, the U, 8.
rolls. Treasury reported monetary gold

Ingot production has dropped |stocks of $12,789,000,000 as com-
from 4,543,246 tons in October, {pared with $11,127,000,000, for
1836, to 3,392,691 tons for the |the same date last year, indicat-
same month this year. Shipments |ing the government's inclination
of the United States Steel Corp. |{to amass the metal az a fora-
have been cut from 1,007,417 |[runner to possible devaluation of
tons in October, 1936, to 792,310 |tHe currency.
in Qectober last. And now a glance | Insistence by Wal! Street upon
at conditions in the country's [the special session of ﬂnnrrm
light industry. for a slash in taxes on corpora-

. . ) tion profits has quickly borne re-
Cost of Living Rises

sults, In his message to Congress,
tRoosevelt made it plain that go-
According -to. the cost of living |
index of the Nationsl Fodumstrial ivernment projects and home 'rEIlEf
Conference Board, all items en-

in this period. The cost of meat
is up 70 per cent. Cereal and
bakery products at retail, are
36.6 per cent higher. Pruits and
vegetables have increased B per

funds would be cut drastieally
and that the jobles= and their
families would be thrown upon
the mercies of local chavities and
private business.

Big ‘Business Reassured

Senate  Democratic  Leader
Barkley anncunced on November
24 that “we will pazs a tax re-
vision bill before covporations
have to file their returns on
March 15.” This statement cavried -
doubie assurance that the govern-
ment intended to raise its reve-
nues by means that would be
atisfactory to Finance Capital—
neans that, inevitably, would be
against the interests of the

of TL5 in April, 1933 to B9.5, an
increase of 18 points or 25 per
cent. In this index the 1923 costs
arve used as a base of reference.

The cost of living index has
five component parts, namely,
food, housing, clothes, fuel and
light, and sundries.

The cost of fuel and light has
gone up about 1 per cent in the
fourrand-a-half-year period. The
next smallest increase has been
in zundries, a rise of 9.8 per cent.

In this period the cost of
clothing in the family budget has

jumped 30 per cent. The next
largest increase in the cost of jMMABSS€s “.f the p_e-uple. . .
living subdivisions has been in|_ While " thus ‘reassuring Big

Business, the Roosevelt Adminis-
ration still seeks to hold the con-
fidence of misled workers and
farmers. Accordingly, Roosevelt
has drafted a renovated “New
Deal” program, which boasts a
Wages and Hours Bill and a
“crop control” plan,

The Wages and Hours Bill, 1.'E
enacted into law, will be used as
a bludgeon over the workers.even
as is the Wagner Act today.
Bosses may utilize the spread-
work and hour-reduction legisla-
tion to slash wages and inaugur-
ate the new speed-up methods.

rent. Taking the perviod from
April, 1933, to October, 1937, the
cost of housing has gone up 40
per <ent.

Most striking of the increases
in the essentials of life has been

business’ recovery, attained in
May, 1937, the cost of food in-
creased 42.8 per cent.

The index of the Department
of Labor throws more light on
how the cost of living has risen
under the Roosevelt Administra-
tion, with, by no means, a propor-

tionate rise in wages. The law may culminate into
- . = another share-the-misery .. pro-
Higher Prices Coming am. ai Aot EEodieed &y

From Mavch 15, 1933 until Oct. | Walter C. Teagle of Standard

Oil during the early days of the

12, 1937, the department's food
last crisis.

r
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The Truth About The Moscow Trials!

IS TROTSKY INNOCENT OR GlllLTY'?

Hear the

FINAL REPORT

of the Commission of Inquiry into the Charges made
against Leon Trotsky in the Moscow trials.

SPEAKERS: :
JOHN DEWEY

Sunday, December 12th, 8:00 P. M.
at the HOTEL CENTER 108 West 43rd Street

Tickets 50c Reserved (Box) Seats—25¢ Gen. Adm.

As to the crop control pro-
gram, it is sheer insanity. Cotton
and grain products would be cur-
tailed or plantations levelled.
Crops would be destroyed at a
time when millions face hunger
and,  many, utter starvation.
While some farmers, especially
those owning their own farms
would benefit by the government
aid and a slight increase in the
price for raw material, the re-
duced output would offer the big .
manufacturers a golden opportu-
nity to skyrocket prices and swell
profits at the expense of the con-
sumers.

It is patent that the flimsy
patch-work legislation proposed
by the administration will neither
solve the new crisis nor make
easier a severe winter for the na-

John Chamberlain
Wendelin Thomas
John Finerty

o

American Committee for the Dei'ense of

Of Leon Trotsky
100 Fifth Avenue, New York City

tion's toilers. .

(Wall Street's view of the eco-
nomic situation will be dealt with
in a forthcoming article).
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