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How G.P.LU. Hounds Revolutlomsts

Old Bolshevik, Tarov, Escapes, Te’stihes to Inquiry Commission

Spanish Govt. Outlaws
Criticism, Chains Press

{(Continued from last week)

In the meantime, the G.P.U.
pursuaed its werk of demoraliza-
tion. I was dismissed from my
job without even receiving the
wages due, on the pretext that
I kad heen given a wrong rating.
They had me ecome to the G.P.U,,
mow Mhefore ene, now before
another, of the chief’s assistants.
One threatened, the other eoffer-
od privibeges, etc. But all te no
avail, I remained firm in my posi-
ten.

. Finally, for the last time, I
was called before the G.P.U.
~They propesed that 1 prove my
abandonment of the Oppesition
by “facts.” ‘What kind of facts?
“¥We must teach these Trotskyists
how to hiehave,” they inswered, and
asked me to name the comrades
with whom 1 had worked in the
Oppesitisn as far back as 1927-
1#%8. 1 categerically refused, and
T added that for my Oppositionist

Akmolinsk, a place where there
was not yet a raillway, & man
trying to construct with bare
hands a broadeasting station to
communicate abroad with Trots-
ky!

But the G.P.U. had “located”
a witness who declared that we
had attempted to build this sta-
tion together, They even feund
material proof at the “witness™™
house, that is, parts of radio ap-
paratus. This witness was a
direct agent of the preliminary
investigation and “accompanied”
us to the Verkhne-Uralsk isolator.
There, after three days he hand-
ed in a “declaration of recanta-
tion” and he was set free so that
he eould continue his work else-
where.

From Akmolinsk we were
transfered to Petropavievsk. The
investigation of our case was
carried on in the inner prison.
‘We were isolated from each other

work is the past [ had already
gerved tiune im prison and in exile
but that now, since my abanden-
ment of the Opposition, I pledged
myself wo longer to work against
the leadership of the party. The
GPUY. agent became irrvitable
and caMed me a faker.

After the conversation with
the G.P.U. agent, I became con-
vinced that the only way out of
the sitwation waz to escape from
exile. But I wus constantly wat-
ched, probably with the purpose
of eatablishing whether I had
any rolations with other exiled
Oppeartionists. [ was unemployed,
deprived of carrespondence with
my family and friends. The G. P.U.

tant watch over me and who did
fiot hesitate to tell me of his role,
Nevertholeazs [ succeeded in es-

caping,
Rakovskv's End

Rakovsky could not do as much,
That was impossible for a sick
old man, And he was Jost. His
telegraan  immediately divided
him frem the Opposition. The
immense confidence that the Op-

iprusts hod in him fell to zero.
And ke G.P.U. utilized all its
mathod= of repression to force
Rakovsky to say B after he had
said & Rakevsky said B, that is,
he wrete a long letter against
tive Oppositien, a letter that con-
stitwted his political suicide, Ra-
kovsky lost all political dignity.
“The G P4, did not let him escapa
again frem its web.

long on this matter, but I thiak
# may be useful te the commis-
aion fer arriving at & more pro-
found wnderstanding of the rele
of the G.PLl, cencerning capitu-
Istors, amd the real relations bet-
ween the Oppesition and the
<capitulaters.

How the G.P.U. Tortures]

Prisoners

. 1o 1931, the night of January
218t-220d, the G.P.U, carried out |
mass srrest of Oppositionists inj
different
exile. (n the same mnight,
arrcated
ekilen

they
owr entire «<elony eof
at Akmelinak (Jantiev,

EKbmgaiev, Diigaev, Davtian, Za-

peev, Gassamov, Gogadze, Tsint-
sadee, Milchael..... and others. The
inwestigation began.

They accused me of having
tried to construct a short-wave
redio  hroadcasting  station in
order to establish communication
abroad, with Trotsky. This was
recorded - in my indictment. I
knew nothing about a radio
broadeasting station, short wave
or any other kind. If it were not
for the arrvest, it would have
been owmic. In Kazakstan,

-

had a special spy who kept Cons- - organized demonstrations,

{“Pon't mewve!”
. 1 ask parden for dwelling so

cities and places nf1

at the start, After a prelimmary
questioning, I was placed with
ordinary criminals, In a cell in-
tended for twe ar three men,
there were from twenty-six to
twenty-eight prisoners. We could
only sit down. To stretch out, it
was necessary to ask the only
one lying under the bench to yield
his place. We suffered excrutiat-
ing torture from the lack of ven-
tilation in the cell. It was hot,
stifling: bathed in sweat, we felt
ourselves suffocating. Our lungs
semed compressed. Ewven the
tiny peep-hole wa= bavred from
the outside.

I shall never forget these days
of terrible torture. The pris-::msrs
B-
manding air, but not a sound
came from the corvidor; the

puards were under orders to
maintain absolute silence. They
had placed me among the ovdinavy
criminal: to force me to give
false testimony. But after the
questioning, I wrote on the pages
of the record: “I consider the
entire testimony of the witness,
agent of the GP.U.,, to be pro-
vocative insinuations of the
G.P.U" The examinations were
terminated. I was sentenced to
three years hard {abor, with
Jantiev, Khudaev, Peter Poepov,
Zalaev, and two looml workers
that they had mixed inte our
case., The rest were deported to
the depths of Siberia.

When the G.P.U, men arrest
anybody in the street or at home,
they never say, “Hands up!” or
but shout,
down!” 1 first discovered this in
Petropavlovsk prison
The one-eyed executioner of the
G.P.U. (well known in the city,
of German origin, I forget his
name) thus arrested kolkhoz and
worker “wreckers.”
ning, there were very few whe

| consented to lie down before the

G.P.U. agent. But the regime
ruthlessly destroyed mmen, and it
taught the Soviet citizen to lie
down before the G.P.U agent.

from the moment of arrest, that
{is to =ay, when it is not yet estab-
lished whether they are guilty
or not.

Slaughterheuse

In the inner pricon of Petro-
pavlovsk, where the author of
these lines remained for six
months waiting for the sentence
prenounced in Moscow, the G.P.U.
shot the condemned in a special
structure erected dirvectly in the
center of the court yard where
the prisoners took their daily
walks. Generally, when at night
they dragged the victim along the
corridors to the “slaughter honse”
—as the prisoners called this
place—they gave him an oppor-

attunity to cry out, howl, implore,

“Lie -
in 1931.]

In the begin- |

beg for mercy, etec. This was
done with the purpose of fright-
ening the other prisoners. It was
not urtil they reached the court-

ljl'm-i that they gagged the con-

demned man, and the cries ceased.
We knew, by counting the shots,
the number of bullets it took to
finish the wvictim. The next day,
while walking in the courtyard
arourd this strange structure
that reeked of blood, we weuld
learn which of us was missing.

Began in 1928

In August, 1928, I was sitting
home one night, reading. Sud-
denly the door opened, and there
appeared a YCLer, Andrusha.
Conspiratorial methods had
been introduced among us after
the Zinovievists split from us
and had, on innumerable occa-
sions, turned Oppositionists over
to the GPU. For this reason,
Andrusha, on being gquestioned,
could not say who had given him
the Oppositionist literature that
had been found in his possession.
They put Andrusha in a cell
There he was tied to the cot, so
arranged that water dripped
constantly on him. At night he
was transferred to an even more
terrible place, he was undressed,
the barrel of a loaded vevolver
was pressed against his belly, and
they threatened him: “We are

|going to fire all seven shots if,

you do not confess!” The YCL'er
gave in but did not know whom
to name. The G.P.U. gave him
time to “regain his senses,” He
“regained his senses” and re-
membered me, for he knew that
I belonged to the Opposition. He
decided then to tell the G.P.U.
that it was I who had given him
the propaganda material. But he
could not remember wmy name
and exact address. He therefore
undertook to conduct G.P.U.
agents to my lodging.

The G.P.U. men did not venture
to search my place immediately.
They did it only a month later,
when they veceived a general
order from Moscow: arrest and
deport all Opposionists. Then, in
a single night, the G.P.U. arrest-
ed more than a hundred Opposi-
tionists in our city, in accordance
with lists that we ourselves had
sent to the Central Committee in
the past in order to support by
our votes the proposals of our
faction.

L

Hunger-Strike

In the Verkhne-Uralsk isolator
in December, 1933 we Opposition-
ists (abeut 130 men) declared a
hunger strike to protest against

{the abominations and oppressions

of the G.P.U. After eleven days,
we no longer felt pangs of
hunger. It was no longer difficult
for us to continue the hunger

|strike four or five days, and die.

But the G.P.U. did not permit us
to die. They fed us forcibly for

{one day (with a rubber tube in-
Thus are Soviet citizens treated;

serted into the stomach through
the mouth: ten jailors held each
of us during this operation) to
excite our appetites and torture
us with pangs of hunger, in order
to break the hunger strike.

Why They Confess

The capitulators have no other
way out but to give false testi-
mony and confessions, 1. e, to
repeat everything the G.P.U.
dictates to them. Whoever Iis
acquainted with the ideological
dizpute between the Opposition
and the Stalinists will not be
astonished when I say that the
great majority of the capitulators
abandoned the Opposition only
because they could not endure
the bestial repression of the

G.P.U. Often, having strong

Manuel Irujo, Basque businezs-
man, Catholic, and Minister of
Justice of the Valencia Govern-
ment, issued the following decree,
published in the official Gaceta,
August 12:

"Whoever censures as fascist,
as tramtor, as anti-revelationary,
given persen or groap of persens,
unreaseonably or without sufficieni
foundation, er witheut the (court)
autherity _havimg .proncmiaced
sentence on him (the accused).
fails in his duty befere the law....

“He who densunces a citizen
for being a priest of a religien
or for administering the sacra-
ment....  caunses AN UARSCESSATY
and disruptive disturbamee of
public order when not committing
an irreparable erime worthy of
penal punishmeat.”

Decree Helps Fascists

This decree puts a complete
nd to ferreting out of fascists
oy the workers, as well as halt-
ing sharp ideological criticism of
the government bloe. It also ends
all forms of surveillance of the
Catholie priesthood just after the

Vatican has openly thrown its
support to Franco.
Commenting on a previous

civeular of Minister Irujo decree-
ing legalization of Catholic ritual

services in private, the CNT's
Spanish (Valencia) Bulletin of
August 14 declavez that his

“famous circular had az its end
to prepare for the domination of
the Catholic Church, that again
should be able to wield influence
against the people, enforcing the
counter-revolution already initiat-
ed.”

CNT Organ Suspended

Solidaridad Obrera, chief CNT
organ, was suspended for five

days on August 7 for having dis-
obeyed orders of thes censor.
Paulino Gomesz, General Delegate
of Public Order in Barcelona in-
formed the press that the specifie
act of disobedience wa< “that
they should not publish white
spaces. That is, deletions by the
censor must be hidden frow the
masses by inserting other mae
terial. The CNT press had been
protesting the censorship in rilent
fashion by leaving the blank
spaces.

The Gaceta of August 11 pub-

Council of Aragon, in plage of
which an appeinted governor-
general is to rule this province.
Established September, 1938 with
a CNT majority and a program
of agrarian collectivization, the
Council had ably re-established
production in the areas wrested
from the Fascists by the Catilan
militias.

The CNT of Madrid of August
14 published the following decree
of the Ministry of Interior, out-
lawing all press ecritici=m of the
Stalinist regime:

.. "With repetitions, that permit
divining a deliberate plam of of-
fending an exceptionally friendly
nation, thereby creating difficul-
ties for the government, various
newspapers have occupied them-
selves with the U.S.S.R. unsuit-
ably... This abselutely condem-
nable license should not be author-
ized by the council of cemsors...
The disebeying newspaper will be
suspended indefinitely, evem
though it may have been passed
‘hy the censor; in that case the
‘censor who read the proul= heing
held for the Special .7Tribunal
charged with dealing with crimes
of rabotage.”
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convictionz  but weak constitu-
tions or characters, they were
unable to withstand the constant
repressions and wviolence of the
G.P.U. In the end, they were des-
troyed ideologically as well All
the capitulators, without excep-
tion in the beginning did not wish
to slander the Opposition or to
onsider their convictions errone-
ous, “counter-revolutionary”™ ete.
They all began by pledging no
longer to carry on factional work.
Unemployment, arrests, deporta-
tions, executions, concentration
camps, tortures in prison, all of
these were applied to the Oppo-
gitionists in the eruelest form, in
accordance with the special orders
issued by the head of the Central
Committee.

The G.P.U. did not liberate ca-
pitulators at once. To begin with,
they were required to declare
that they considered their beliefs
and ideas eounter-revolutionary,
that those ideas were anti-com-

munist, Menshevist, and that
Trotsky was an “agent of the
international bourgeocisie.” In

other words, the G.P.U. did not
let them go until it had trans-
formed them into dirty and
trampled tatters. After their
official renunciation, the capitu-
lators stayed in prison a vear,
two years, and sometimes more.
Many capitulators were even
kept in prison after they had
served their sentences. During
this time, the capitulators had to
write dozens of statements. Fol-
lowing repeated interviews with
the head of the prison, they
would veturn to their cells in a
state of nervous collapse, cursing
the G.P.U., cursing themselves.
but finding no way out. Finally
their political backbone was

e S ——— —
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broken, and the firm Opposition-
ist of yesterday was tran=formed,
in the hands of the G.IP.U. into
a tool againgt the Opposition.

To cite one more instance res
lating to this state of affairs:
in 1933 (in December), we (p-
positionists in  the Verkhne-
Uralsk isolator began a hunger
strike, demanding that the au-
thorities cease arbitrarily pro-
longing the sentences of the Op-
poeitionists. On the eleventh day
of the strike, the prison adminis-
tration resorted to foreible feed-
ing. The Mensheviks would not
tolerate this arbitrary treatment
of the Oppositionists, and de-
clared on their side a three day
hunger strike as a sign of protest
against the G.P.U, outrages: in
refusing to satisfy the legitimate
demands of the prisoners, and
risking the death of 130 men. A%
the same time, newly arrived
capitulators whom Stalin—mis-
trusting—had decided to impri-
son in the Verkhne-Uralsk isola-
tor, not only did not support us,
but even shouted: “ Down with the
Opposition! Down with the Trot-
skyists!”

Such cynical attitude on the
part of the imprisoned capitula-
tors toward the Oppositionists om
hunger strike aroused the disgust
even of the G.P.U. guards. The
latter forced the capitulators to
be silent, calling such an attitude
of prisoners toward other prison-
ers, “shameful.”

And then, after all that im
the Moscow trials they tell
that the Bolshevik-Leninist Op-

position formed a bloc and &
center with such men!
Paris, June 12, 1937.

thl'idged by the aditor)

e

lishes the decree dissolving the
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