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ON THE

(Coneluded In this issue)
By KARANDASH

One wyear after Hitler's aganmp-
tion of power im Germany, the
ganga of reaction ralsed thelr ra-
gors and guns o Parls on February
§, 1034 ngainst the “corrupt” Dala-
dler government. On this day,
I'Humanite, the central organ of
the French Communist Party, ap-
pealed for a demonstration in the
very midst of the reactlonary gangs,
and with practically the self-zsame
slogans, against the “corrupt’” and
“Fagelst” Daladier, This was &
repetition on a minor scale of the
Bed Referendum in Germany, where
the Stalinists appealed to the work-
ers to cast their votes against the
Boclalist  (social-fasclat) govern-
ment of DBroun and Beverlng  to-
gother with the Nagla In Fraoce
the Stalinlsts did not miz their
votes with the Faselsts, instead
they staged a demonstration which
eould not be distingolshed from
that of the Fasclsts, thus sowing
confuslon among the workera.

On Februory T and 8 the French
working c¢lazs was treated to the
gpectacle of n Soclallst Party pro-
posing o united front to the CI,
and the latter refusing the propo-
gal. T Homanite replied te the S5.F.
in substonce as follows: If you
want to strugsle against fasclzm,
vou shoold apply to the Amater-
dam-Pleyvel Commiitee whose par-

ticular specialty this iz A few
monthe  later the “line™ was
changed.

That 18 why in 1838, Blttelman
has to write, “It is strapge that
the Left clements . . . should have
allowed this Old Guard and Trot-
gkyite slander to crecp inte the
draft program” (p. 200,

BEittelman devotes fully two-fifthe
of his pamphlet to a “criticlam® of
the draft program on the question
of Fasclam and War. On these
pentral questions the Left Scclal-
iats have moved closest to the rev.
olutionary Marxlst position. Om
the other hand, the degeneration
and betrayal of the Third Inferna-
tlonal stapnd out moat sharply poe-
clsely in the struggle against Fas-
plsm and War. The Stalinist rec-
ord and poliey inm this sphere are
only too clear. It Is bardly sor-
prising therefore that the Stalinists
ghould eoncentrate thelr efforts
upon trying to check any forther
clarification or evolutlon of the So-
elalista on these burning gquestions
of our epech.

The draft expresses the fonda-
mental thesis of the Marxian posi-
tlop on war: only the overthrow of
eapitalism can put an end [0 War.
Unable to criticize the Left Soclal-

FLYING

istas for what they say, Bittleman
attecks them for what they alleg-
edly fail to say., According to Bit-
telman, they are guilty of falling
to mention the céniral task of the
antl-war struggle. A serlous charge,

lodesd !

In the school of Marz and Lenin
we bave been taught that history
has put the following alternative
te the advaneed capitalist counn-
teleg: Either sociallsm—or 8 Dew
gories of {mperialist ware And
that thersfore the central task of
the struggle agalnst war s the pro-
letarlan revelution, the only means
of overthrowing the bourgeclsle.

An American Austro-Marxist

But Bittelman wants to instill In
the minds of the Left Soclalists the
fden that “the central task in the
antl-war struggle today 13 the
strugele for peace”™ {(p. 27). Offer-
ing the foreign polley of Stalin-
Litvlnodt in place of revolntionory
Marxizm, Bittelman insists that:
iphe Commuonlsts propese o Oght
agninst imperialist war under the
centra] slogan of the struggle for
peace™ (p. 258). This is the central
glogan not of Marzlsm but of Aus-
tro-Marsism,.  Bittelman, whether
he knows or not, is a true dlsciple
of Max Adler.

Back in 1915, Max Adler wrole &
pamphlet Prinzlp oder Remantik
{also In criticlsm of “sectarians™)
in which he advanced the idea that
poclalism after the war must make
pence its central slogan, otherwise
soclalizm will cease to exist. &Eino-
viev, at that time closely collabo-
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Bittleman Takes the Swing this
Time in Pamphlet *Going Lelt”

or it will cease to exist (Against
the Hiream, pp. 145-146 Ruosslan
edition. Emphasis in original).

Qne need change only a few
names, places, and incldental re-
marks to have practically every-
thing that Lenin and the Bolshe-
viks wrote on .this subject apply
directly to citizen Bitteiman, and
hile assoclates. The Marxists never
approached the question of peace 1n
the abstract. Writing in the dark-
est days of the war (at & time
when the workers were certaioly
yitally intercsted in the mainten-
ance of peace,” to use Hittelman's
terminology), Lenin and Zinoviev
képt stressing that peace under
capitalliam “teday” as well as to-
morrow can only mean an interval
between two  imperialist  wars
Pepce under capitallsm s an im-
perlalist peace. Anyone who s for
peses under capitalism 1s in reality
for pesse with the boorgeoisie.
Those who toeday cey, Long 1ive im-
perinlist peace ], will tomorrow ory,
Long live imperinlist war! This is
the position of revolotionary Marx-
ism.

1t was Earl Koutsky who insisted
that the Interngtional was “in the
pature of things an instrument of
pease. . . . The struggle for peace
is the interoational organization of
the working clasa™ This ia the po
gltlon of the social-patrlots whom
Lenin and the Bolsheriks attacked.

From the Instroment of the world
proletarian revolution, the Third
International has beeh fransformed
by Stalin into an “instroment for
peace,” that ia, of betrayal

rating with Lenin, replied to Adler
ag fellows:

Zinoviey on Adler and Bittelman

“For those Socliallzts who sée no
other perspectives—the revolution.
ary perspective of the transforma-
ton of the imperlallst wars loto
elvll wars—for them there 18 really
no other way out. . . . ‘Die Fried-
engidee zum  Mittelpankt” The
{des of peace must be made our
contral slogan!® . . . This 18 what
the events have taught them, . .
‘Wot a Friedenaidese but the Buer-
gerkriegsidee ], one feels llke shoo-
ing to these great utopians who &
runnlng around with such s petty
utopla. Not the idea of peace—but
the idea of civil war, cltizen Adler!
That iz what must become the cen-
iral point of our DProgrAm. . . . We
gay to you: either socialism will

Mew Converis for the League

Every day, almost every hour,
brings added proof of the Stalinist
treachery, over which the Stallnists
unfallingly throw the usurped ban-
ner of the October revalution. In
hiz pamphlet, Bittelman patronlz-
ingly compliments the Bociallsts for
breaking with the “traditional So-
cialist Party atttode on the Leagoe
of Mations,” He forebearts to men-

.| tion that he and his colleagues have

pow taken over this “traditional”
attitnde., Thus, In the June § issue
of the Dally Worker, Gabrlel Peri,
while on the sobject of the “Fight
for the Defense of Pesce™ bas the
following to'eay:

"It geems to na that France must
mow declare: It s not the League
of MNations that was defeated but

become the organizer of civil war

=

Stalinists Hedge on Committees;

Explain

From Revolution (Parls)

On the morning after the elef-
Hons, the “commuonists™ declared
that they were going to devote
themgelves to the organization of
Bank and File Committees of the
People's Front.

Thores  wrote
May 10:

“We will insist on the demo-
eratic electlon of Committees of
the People's Frent in the country,
clty and village.”

Replying to questions asked by
reporters, Ducles stated:

“, .. That s why our friend
Thorez emphasized our action for
the democratie electlon of Com-
mittees of the People's Front
throughout the eountry. Thus we
give proof that we are a party
which hases itself on the people.”

A propagandn pamphlet of the
C.I*, which we hove olready cibed,
formnlly states:

“The . P. recommends Com-
mittees of the FPeopla’s Fromt,
democratieally elected in the en-
tire ecouniry, In the neighbor-
hooilzs and In the factories, amd
embracing not only members of
organfzations but the unorgan-
fzedl masses as well”

L ] - L]

The Radicals in a Panie

It I3 therefore clear that the C.I%
pdopted a demand which we have
not eeased to defend: penctienl or-
ganization, from below, of People's
Committees, democratically elected.

To that Vaillant-Counturler added
that the Communista would consti-
tute a8 well a “ministry of the
masses."

That was enough for the entire
Right and Radieal Boclalist press
to set up & how! about the dieta-
torship of the proletariat, Soviets,
ete, ! Imdeed, these gentlemen had
the right slant{

In face of the lmpotence of Par-
Hament, the People’s Committees
will appear ns the only force cap-
able of agsuring the power of the
working maeges. The mass com-
mittecs will set themselves agninst
the arbitrary, dictatorial and po-
liee role of the bourgenis state.

Totransigeant and Jour published
Inflamed articles againet the pro-
posed Committees. The bourgeolsie
haa learned something since 1817.

But what was remarkable was
that immediately all the famous
“Tacobing” of the Daladier stripe
began to howl against the “dicta-
torship of the clubs™! All these
capitalist democrats, who had just
loat BOO0000 votes In the election,

in  I'Humanite,

Non-Revolutionary Aims

in effect revealed themselves as the
hypocritical enemies of the people
whi do not fear anything as much
as contact with the workers

Front, May 18, organ of the party
of Deat and Paul Boneour, warned
its readers:

“The Iatest dlscovery of the
C.P. consists in the creation of
Committees In the citles and
neighborhoods to which the mem-
ber partles of the People’s Front
are Invited to participate. . . .
Without anticlpating the deei-
slons pur central bodies will not
fail to immediately adopt en this
subject, we recommend the great-
est elrcumspection to the seere
taries of the groups. There will
be enough difficnltles for the re-
publican government not to have
to risk the creation of new.ones
by mass and street action which
will get out of lis control.
Berpery’s paper, Fleche, makes

gimilar comments Mr. Bergery
prefers the salons to the workers'
meetings:

“If such a move can justlfy a
frenzied campalgn on the part of
ihe drusts, it is certalnly one
wiiteli permits “Temps® and other
Right papers to deelare that the
Sovietizatlon of France is being

organized.”

Izard, deputy from Briey, un- |
doubtedly thinks that the Wﬂrkeml
who elected him  will defeat de

Wendel with newspaper artleles.
" R W

Stalinists Retreat Under Fire

Coanfronted wih these attacks, the
Btnlinizts beat o qulck retireat.

In I"Humanite, May 15, Valllant-
Contnrier wrote:

“The point in question on the
People's Front Committess i3 not
of substituting itself for the par-
ties, mor of substituting iteelf for
the regular govermment bodies.

to actively second a government
which Is about to iake offes—
supplanting & minlsiry which in
the last week has permitted the
flight of three billions of gold—
 In face of very heary tasks and
for which the action of the masses
should be of great assistance.

In effect, Herriot, Daladier and
Co. immediately made kEnown that
they would have no part of it, just
an they attacked the workers after
the events of Brest and Toulon, as
they will always attack every time

real actlon 18 taken against the

Thores declared in turn  (PHu.
manite, May 18):

“We want to bring about the
collaboration of the people with
parliament and the government,
as the program of the Feople's
Organization stipulates. The Com-
mittees of the People's Front must
be developed, strengthened, im-
m!ﬂ..u
Thorez offered the following ex-
planations In his speech at Grange-
aux-Belles

“ .. This flrm desire to goar-
antee the support of the masses
through the mediom of the Peo-
ple's Front Committees has al-
ready been exploited by the reac-
tlonary press which is trying to
divide us. What is involved, how-
ever, s to Improve what already
axisfs. . . .

“The bourgeois press pretends
that this will be an Intelerable
control over parllamentary and
governmental aetivity. . . . We,
communists, think that only on
the parlimmentary and govern-
mental plane one can obtain what
the masses want and supporied
by their activity in the eniire
country.

“They pretend that soch com-
miltees are revolutionary clobs,
Savietz! The hounrgeoisie Is very
well aware that fhis is not troe,
hut it s faithiul fo its time-worn
tactic: spread panie. . . "

Sinee then the C.P. has shelved
the mass Committees. Dot that
was not emouzh for Aessleurs the
Radicals

The pro-foscist Dominlgoe was
atill writing in Republque, Alay

1G:

“If Mr. Valllant-Counturier con-
stitutes his Minlstry of the Mass-
es, peither parllament nor the
cahinet will be free. And we want
it to he”

In other words, the hourgeoisie
will be less free to carry through
its maneuvers agaiost the working
cladss, will be less free to horse-
trade, to plot, to lle, to deceive in
parllament. And that I8 what these
gentlemen do nmot want!

" & W

But here also promises are made.
We call upon the workers to put
them into practice.

Let us begin the practieal organ-
feation of the committess! Lt us
denounes the capltalations to the
Radical blackmailers! The cardinal
task of the hour is: 1) democratic
election of the mass committees and

2) put the People's Front Govern-|

ment on the spot te execute ita

privileges of the bourgeoisie. promises.

e ————
—
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of the League. It is mot that sanc-
tlons were defeated, but thelr sabo-
toge and betrayal.” This is printed
in bold type, as the ‘revolutionary"
position on the League of Nationsl
In the Camp of Revisionlsm

In every sphere the Btalinists have
taken over the viewa of the revl-
slonists of Marxism thelr precur-
gors in betrayal, A8 18 well Enown,
Berneteln and his assoclates pro-
ceeded by subtly  altering  the
Marxzian theory of the State. How
do the Stalinists stand with regard
to this mainspring of revistonlam?
The Stalinist theory of the state ls
a rehash of the views of revislon-
igts, not to be distinguished from
them gxcept In ignorapce and clum-
slness,

The essence of the revlslonist
theory of the state does not le in
the denial that the state ja an in-
gtrument of class role bot in the
asmertion that there are stages in
the evolotion of the state. At &
certaln stage the state can lose its
apecific class character, <oase Lo
gerve a8 the Instroment of cluss
oppression, and therefore can be
ntilized to advance the Interestas of

the inadequacles and shortcomings
e —

other  elnsses.  The rovislondsts
never denicd that the state was an
Instrument of elass oppression, or
even that the dJdemecratic

for its rule

people, and legislation
to
Sysbem.

The Capitalist Transition

The Stalinists do not deny that
the demecratic state is an instro-
ment of bourgeois rule elther. - But,
they say, under cerialn conditions
{az lald down by Dimitroff) 1t is
posgible to have extracordinary gov-
ernments which ¢an serve not the
but
those of its class enemies. Buch &

interests of the bourgeoizie,

“transitional” government on com

tionary

the working

réfidy to make the proletarlan rev
olutlon"™ {p. &},

work of capitallsm, &

against

interests would such w

dies

and its allies!

At o time when the bourgeolsle
is no longer able to malntain a
stable parllamentarihin regime and
must resort to Fascism because the
ruling class is no longer able to

provide the mest miserly conces

revolutlonary measares, eto....

What hove we here If oot the e
rlslonizt myth that the machinery

of bourgeols oppression can be gtil-
fzed by the working classz for lts

emancipetion ¥
Left Is Anii-Stalinist

The only difference between the
ahove formulation of Rittelman
and the classic formulation of the
Bernstein
wonld have insisted that such &
government could procesd to “build
a soclalist soclely" instead of to
“make 8 proletarian revelotion”
could afford to bhe
much more logleal and consistent
He did labor under the necessity of
palming off biz revislonlst garbage

revisionista is that

But Bernsteln

a8 revolutionory Marxism.”

Bittelmon and the other Aunkies
of Stalin must resort to their shab-
subterfuges to
he able to continue vsing the pres-
tige and the traditlons of the COe-
tober revolutionm fn order to bull-

by “revolutionary”

doze workers away from the revo-
Intlonary traditions and policles of
the October revolutlon, To go left
ip in the first instance to go AWAY
from Btalinism. To be charged with
being & counter-revolutionist by a
Btalinfst Is a well nigh jofallible
proof that one i3 learning to difer-
entlate bhetween the revolotionacy
program of Marxz and Lenln and
the revislondsm of the Btalinist hur.
BANCTARY.

Boond Volumes of

NEW MILITANT
- Bound volumes of the NEW
MILITANT for the year 1935 and
1836, up to and including the
present iesse, all bound In one,
will now be avallable, The prlice
is $1.50. It can be ordered from
Labor Book Shop, 28 East 12th

Street, New York, N. T.
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The Anti-
Trotsky
Cliques

Fold Up |

The disintegration which has been

taking place within the various
gectarlan groups, which have made
a common platform of fghting
"Trotekyism,”
manifestations during
week.
pecompanled by the most disgrace-
ful eplsodes, information is made
public of the frightful decomposl-
tlon and Internal stagnation
these bankrupt cligoes. The rank
and fle workers who were misled
into these blind alleys on an ultra-
“revolutlonary™ program are draw-
ing a balamoe of their nnfortunate
experiences and returning to our
ranks,
noliceable among the yooth.

had several open
the past
in addition to open splits,

of

This proccsa i3 especially

A statement made poblie last

stale
could be utilized by the bourgeoisie . 5 7 pField (whe was expelled

Lut, =ald they, once
il stnte hng cvolved to a democ-
Cacy, then it hag reached that stage
when f transition is possible, when
the state naed Do lJonESar sarve LS
the Instument of booargecls Tl
The machinery of tiee sl ean e
taken over by the majority of the
introdoeed
Inaungurate a different social

Ing into power would carey through
“a number of fandamental revola-
measures (control of pro-
duction and of the banks, dlsband-
ment of the police and s replace-
ment by an armed workers' mill-
ta.¥ . . - It would so weaken the
bonrgenizle amd so strengthen the
working class and lts allles, that
claszs wonld become

This remarkable government, ac-
cording to Bittelman, would not be
the government that ia set up by
the proletarlan  revolutlon, but &
different Eind of a “workers’ and
farmers” govermment™—the  kind
which s s&t up within the framme-
EoTernmment
of “the woited and people’s froot
fesclem and war .... n
united front government, a people's
front government, s workers' and
farmers’ government.,” Whoae class
“wrorkers’
and farmers’ government" serve?
Certainly not those of the hour-
geoisie, How else eould it iotro.
“n pomber of fondomental
revolutlonary measures, and “weak-
the hourgeoalale whils
“strengthening” the working class

- | ANODURAGE  SUSPEnELOn
slons to the oppressed classes o
soclety, the GStalinists propost to
et up under capitalism a govern-
ment that would pass fundamental

weak by n majority of the eligue

froom  the Commaonist League for
treachery doring the Hotel strike),
operating  under the preteniious
title of *“The Lengue for a Revolu-
iy Workers Party,” informa qf
& mpibd 0 the organization and of
an  attempt by Fleld to impose
“unity™ by means of phyaleal force.
This method of persoasion wag pe-
gorted to after representatives of
the majority, F. L. Demby and 8.
Stanley, bad submitted a statement
to the “Nationnl Committes" de-
elaring the organization to be
“hankrupt” and aonouncing thelr
intention to sever all relatlonsa with
it, Thereupon, according to the
statement, “the door was locked™
and “Stanley and Demby were at-
tacked, knocked fo the foor and
beaten about the head.” Field par-
“fticipated In the attack, hig group
outnumbering the other members
at the time. Eight out of the
twelve members of the group sup-
port the position of Demby Aod
Btanley In severlng relations with
Field:

Simultaneously with the disgrace-
ful fimale of the Fleld adventore
came the annouotement of seoes-
. |slong from the Oehler group, follow-
ing apoh previous expulsions and
withdrawals,. A total of ten com-
ravdes announeed thele repudlation
of the platform of the Oehler group
and their ntention to follow the
lead of the Workera Pariy in join-
ing the Socialist Party., Five other
mémbers had previously left the
Oebler group and returoed to the
W.P. Beveral others whe have been
expelled remain  indeclsive as to
thelr next steps.

Meantime the world-shaking an-
nouncement 18 made by the “"Hevo-
lutionury Workeras Leagoe" {Dehler
group) that the “disintegration of
the entire group (of Field) makes
it Imposgible to comtlnue negotia-
tions with the Ieague for a Revo-
lotionary Party (Field groop),
looking toward a fuslem with 1t"
Bo that's off . But that Ia not all.
The Oeblerites are very thorough-
golng people and when they start
to break off negotiations they be-
litve jn dolng & complete job, ‘The
game statement which pronounces
the doom of the Field group also
of the mo-
mentons negotintlons with the “Ital-
inn Left Fractlon of Communlsm®
in order to give the three members
of the latter organieation an oppor-
tunity “to conclude a discussion in
their ranks in the T. % and inter-
natlatially over the cless character
of the Joviet Unlon.” It is to be
inferred thoat if and when this
“small paint"” 18 cleared wp one way
or another the negotintions will el-
ther be resumed or fnally broken
off. We shall see what we shall sec,

Diligent inquiry by our reporier
fafled to uncover any tangible in-
formation about the present status
and whereabouts, # amy, of the
“Oommunist Leagoe of Struggle”
{Albert Welsbord)., "The cafeterias
are thick with rumors that Weis-
bord has departed for Chicago, that
hi has returned, that the hus broke
down on the way there or back,
that he has retired Into seclusion in
order to write & book about his
life and labors, ete. Up to the mo-
ment of golng to press our reporter
wis unable to lotate any authorized
spokesmen who could deny or con-
firm any or all of thess rumors,

T. J. O'Flaherty Dead

The MNew Militant learns with
great sorrow of the sudden death
in Ireland of comrade T. J. O'Flah-
erty, an adherent of “Trotskylsm"
from ihe first days of the forma-
Hon of the Laft Oppoaition In the
Tnited States and a firm sopporter
to his dving day of the movemecnt
for the Fourth International. On
his death-bed all his thoughts and
intereats were with his comrades
in the United States and to the last
he had hopes to recover his health
and to retorn to the States to fune-
tion mctively in the movement. He
gave foll support to the Workers
Party of America vpon its forma-
tion and viewed It as the fitst astep
in the procesa of unification of the
genuine revolotlonary elementa who
baged themselves on the teachings
of Lenin and ‘Trotsky.

His sister, Anng Jobnson, in &
letter to comrade Martln Abern,
writes from the Aran Isles, Ireland ;

Letter from His Blster

“Yon will be surprised to hear
that Tom has passcd away. He
died on May 19 from heart trouble.
He came back here on January 15
after 18 months between Duablin
and England. He was {1l when he
got back and got worse every day.
Yon know he always suffered from
heart tronble.

1t as very pitiful to see him
auffer and he wanted so to get well,
He lived those lazt months gn New
York and Chicago and was contin-
vally with you. He talked to all
the other members of the Party
and tried to persufde me in the
morning that he actoally was thers,
You gee, I bhad to be continually
with him night and day for the last
five weecks, He was 80 nervoons and
wie alware inting.

“It 1& now that his second book,
‘Cliffmen of the West' (a book on
the agrarian northwest in the T1.8.)
is being advertlsed. And two weeks
ago the publishers wrote for per-
misslon to sell the language rights.
on a 50-50 hasis,

“"Tom recelved papers regularly
from the T, B. but lately was on-
able to read them and was too weak
to have them read to him. His sls-
ter Delia spared nothing onm him;
bt 1t was bo use; he was aleeady
far too 11 when he returned home"
He was 47 years of age.

Founder of Communist Movement

Comeade O'Flaherty was 8 revo-
lutionist of many yeara standing.
He partlicipated in the Irish move-
ment prlor to coming to the United
Btates in 1912, Immediately jolning
the Boclalist Party in Boston. He
remained in the 8P, till the split
in 181% when he joined with the
Left Wing and was one of the
founders of the Communist move-
ment in America, and o member of
the Central Committee of the Coms
munist Party for many years. He
wag sotive during these many years
particularly in the fleld of joornal-
lsm, being ope of the leading and
popular writers In the revolutionary
pregs.  He was the first editor of
the weekly, “Volee of Labor” jn
Chicago, official organ of the Com-
munist Party. He was on the stafl
of The Worker and later oo the
Dally Worker, officlal organs of the
Communist Party. He condocted,
ton, a special column in the Daily

Worker under the eaption, “As We
Bee It

Comrade O'Flaherty was one of
the bapd of Communists pader in.
dictment jn the famous Bridgeman,
Mich. case, He participated in that
rengwned HDHBI.‘.F'I}II.II.'II:] O.P. conven-
tlon am well s other conventlon
gatherings of the revolotionary
movement. He participated in the
work of the International Labor
Defense, and was o delegate to the
International Red Aid Congress
(Labor Defense) In Moscow,

Expelled as Left Oppositionlst
When the Left Opposition was

International

country””
the relafion of this theory

movement in Rossia, Germany, China, England

and elsewhera

Jhe place of the Soviet Union in the world revolo-

tionary movement

the meaning of the so-called "“Troisky-Stalin®

stropgle

the program for world Socialism
READ

The 3rd International After Lenin
by LEON TROTSKY

Do You Want to Know

the sourees of the soeial patriofism of the Third

the signifleance of the theory of “Soclalism in one

formed in November, 1825, upon the
expulslon of thres members of the
Central Commdttes of the Commu-

nlegt Party (Cannon, BShachimom
and Abern) for gupport of the poal-
tion of the Russian Oppoesiton, com-
rade O'Flaberty was one of the drst
to announcs his angqualifed saupport
to the Left Opposition and to join
it. He became a member of the
Communist League of America and
remained a frm sapporter of the
Fourth International movement léd
by L. In Trotsky.

The December 16, 1928 Issue of
The Militant, organ of the Commu-
pist  League (Opposition), an-
nounced comrade O'Flaherty's ad-
berenos to the canse of the Bolshe-
vik-Leninista as follows

T, I, O'Flaherty, the most popu~
Inr Communist propagandist in
Amerlen and the writer of the fa-
mous Dally Worker column "As We
Bee 11" and a revolut{onist of many
vears standing, has issued a state-
ment setting forth his uncondition-
al support of the Platform of the
Itussinn Opposition and his  aoli-
darity with all comrades expelled
for these ¥iews:

“UAfter studylng new material on
the guestion of the Trotsky loe in
the P30, and the Comintern;’
gald ecomrade O'Flaherty In  his
statement, ‘I have come to the con-
clusion that the loe of the Russian
Opposition led by comrade Trotaky
iz the correct Leninist lne and
therefore I assoclate myself wlith
the pesitlon taken by comrade Can-
non and his  associates Im  the
Workers (Communist) Party of
America, They were unjustly ex-
pelled for attempting to explain to
the meémbership of the Party the
political lne really advocated by
Trotsky in the O.P.2.U. and the
Comintern.” Comrade O'Flaherty's
glatement then went on to set forth
his agreement with the positlon of
the Russlan Oppositlon on the vari-
ous lasuea {Anglo-Busglan Commit-
tee, Chipese Revolution, ete).”

The Communiat Party forthwith
expelled him,

Wrote for The Militant

Comrade O'Flaherty wrote for
the “Milltant” from tlme to time
and participated in other activities.
Interested in the agrarian problems,
he proeeeded to function for some
years In the Northwest and edited
the farmers' publication, the Pro-
ducer's News ([Mlentywood, Mont.).
At the pame Hme he was engaged
in Hterary efforts. He was {1l dur-
ing all these years, particolarcly
with hls heart, for which he was
taking treatment for many Years.
A little over two years ago he de-
cided to pay a visit to his native
home, on the wild spot, the Aran
Isles, om which the famouns film,
Man of Aran, was made daring the
fHme, He lived the hard life that
all must Uve on this barcen place.
Duaring this time, be wrote and had
published his first book, “Aranmen
Al baged on life on the Isles.
After o time, he left the Aran Isles
and lived and labored in Dublin,
London and other plases in Great
Eritain, contriboting articles from
time to time to the labor press. He
riefurned to the Aran Isles upon the
completion of his second book,
“Cliffmen of the West" where his
persisting illoess soon  thereafter
brought the peace of death to him.

Comrade ('Flaherty in a mecent
letter to comrades in New York ex.
presged the hope and bellef that he
wonld ston retorn to the United
Htates, health greatly Improved and
bz able to continue his revolution-
ary actlvity more fully. He re-
mained & revolotionist, a Bolshevik,
to the end, and all his friends and
comrades, who are leglon, are glad
to honor the memory of a revolu-
tionary stalwart
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