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PERSECUTED BY STALIN

THE HONOR ROLL

We have long begn uneasy about
Solntzey. Ilecent letters bring Us
the grove news of his belng hound-
ol to death, . . . Stll & young man
(he was not more (han 35 years
ald), Holntzev was among the most
talented, froe, and  authoritative
Bolshevik-Leninists.  On his peturn
from o mission to the U.8A, o
10927-1028 where he went, we be-
lieve, with I'ratakey, he was short-
Iy arrested, and =ent to an isclater

for 3 years, then recelved an ad- |

dittonnl term of 2 yearTs, serving
fhis term in Verkhne-Uralsk; he
was freed after the mass hunger
gtrick of the Oppositionlsts against
the addel antomatic “sentences”™ o
new prison terms, and was exiled
elther to the Northern part of the
UCrals of Western Siberin (we are
unable to recall the precise pluce)
to nn uiterly forsaken spot, where
he found himsel! absolutely alone,
and of course doomed to total un-
empoyment.  Almost mo letiors at
all reached bim, letiers from him
to hix friends wouald arvive in the
raton of one ot of three. His
wite amd child were exilsd to Mo
yugingk-—the disingennons  bureau-
erats still sought to Dbreak the
Aghter by destroying his personal
life. In the middle of 10853 Sol-
nteey was once agaln arrested in
exile  where bhe epuld not have
failed to have beenm politlcally in-
goetive, e was givem o uew son-
tonee: 0§ years In the lsolator, to
which he immediately replied by
a hunger-strike to death if need be
On the 15th duy of the hunger
strike he was Informed that the
gentence had been revoled. Death
was nearing, and the cxeculioners
became “embarrassed.”  For, the
pews would spread!  Bolntzev was
glven exile to Minyusinsk, Le. the
possibility to see his wife and son.
il eonvaleseing, he wns sent off
under police convoy, together with
eriminals, in prison ecars, [rom one
sinking transport jail of the ald
regime to the next. En route, in
wovosobirsk he had te have an
emergency operation.  He had an

inflammation of the middie ear, and |

he died on an infirmary cof im
Japuary, 1036,

It iz Iimpossible to convey o

words the meaning of this loss to

the Russian communists. His image
will have to be restored; we will
always remember him, As a theo-
reticlan, as an exemplary Pperson-
ality, erystal pure in character, a8
an unwaverlng proletarlan revolu-
tionist, capable of bearing up un-
der everything and of sacrificing
everything for years, Solontzev left
an indelible Impression upon eveTy-
body who knew him, We in Rusala
pongidered him as possibly the owt-
standing of our young and future
leailers.

The writer of these lines doesp’t
like to exaggerate, and knows the
value of words—he alss knows that
it was impossible to overesiimate
Holntzev,

They tormented him to death.
They alse knew him, and they eval-
uated him in their own fashion,
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Vassili Feodorvich Pankratoyv

v, F. Pankratov 18 one of the
most devoted and  influential of
Russian Oppositionists. A former
sallor in the Baltie fleet, particl-
pant of the revolution in Kronstadt,
delegate of the Kronstadl Soviet to
Kerensky, participant of the civil
war, Important member of the
Cheka and the GP.U., Opposition-
izt sloee 1003, vieechalrman of the
Trans-Caucasian colleglum of - the
G.P.U., he was arrested as o Bol-
ghevik-Leninist in 1928 and sen-
tenced to three years imprisonmment.
Upon the expiration of the term in
verkhne-Uralsk, in view of his op-
right character, he received an ad-
ditlonal term of 2 years. In 1833
he was freed and exiled to Onen-
burg, where hiz wife Elizabeth
Bepatskava also resided in exile
She was In reglity not a  party
member, and wias exiled solely be-
cause she was Pankratov's wife, In
Orenburg, Pankratoy worked as an
economist in Zagotzerno, and quick-
ly earned the confidence of the
management of thiz institation as
a trusty and exemplary co-worker.
He was arrested after the Kirov
affalr, without the slightest pretext
for mew persecutions, dizcounting
of course, the *“legal” prefext of
his remaining truoe to his convie.
tlone. Pankratoy served four Lo
five montha in complete lsolatlon.
Hig pregnant wife had absclutely
a0 news from him during this tlme,
Later we learned that Pankratoy
was ones agaln in the Verkhne-
Uralsk prison for a five-year term,
toa which he was sentenced after an
abeolutely monstrouns amd eroel ln-
vestigation and trial, about which
we cannot say anything mow. He
was recently lodged in the prison
in a common cell with L. B, Eam-
eney, Bmilga, and Slepkor.

The name of Pankratov must be-
come widely known to the prole
tarian revolutionists, as the name
of one of the most valoable and
conrageous representatives of the
Oetober traditions in the U.8.8.R.
whose life must be protected from
the Stalinlst stranglers.
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Lade Dusibadze
L. Dumbadze 18 an old Georglan
Bolehevik, participant in the civil
war, weunded at the front, arrested

yweveral tlmes, commbitted to prisons
Paand exiles. e fell gravely ill,
atter reeciving o long prison tecm
in 1034 as & Rolahevik-Leninist
and belng sent fo Husdal prison.
| The prison regime caused an ex-
jtreme aggravation of a condition
resulting from a wound he received
at  the front, Dombadze began
gradually to lose the ability to move
bath his hands, Comrades in the
]l hd to dress him, fesd him, cbc
The prison commission of te GIF.U,
headed by Andreyeva, on one of 1is
ingpection tours, promised to ar-
eiange medical treatiments for him.
A a resalt, he wos shortly trons-
ferred to the Dutyrski infirmary o
which, for technienl reasgoms, he
coulil not receive trentments. Then
his martyrdom began,  The half-
paralyesd veteran  was  shooted—
and under what conditlons ! —I[fom
exlle ty prison, from prison to ox-
ile: he s brought to apoeguipped
jnfirmaries.  and  suddenly  thtown
out anid left to bhis own devices. 1o
Febronry  amd  March, 1888 he
turneid up in exile in Sarapul, all
alone—there are no comrades there,
ao that he has nebody te help him
even to dresg or undress: he hoa
o pesources {the G dispenses
wismiployment  “relfef™ of ., . 40
rubles nn month, while a kilo of
bread costs 1 ruble, and o corner

rubles);
wreek by o progressing discose,

A tragle letter of his clreulsded
in exile: it iz written as a child
writes, in printed letters.

if from mooks aml cormers of the
entlre world thére does uol fiao
the woiee of the advanced repre-
sentntives of the working class, de-
manding that Lado Dumbadze, a
veteran of the Oetober Revolution
be given immediate medieal freat-
ment and an opportunity to Hve like
a homan being, even within the
walla of the bureaucratic prisons,
then onr comrade is doomed te die
ahortly,
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Mikhail Bodrev

A Aogcow worker, soldier In the
Red Army during the clvil] war,
Bolshevik-Leninist. Early in 193,
after L. D). Trotsky was exiled to
Almn Ata, comrade M. Baitov was
sent by the organbzation to Alma
Ata to serve as a contact between
Mozcow and L. D, Trotsky., As-
suming the appearance of an Ural
peasant, with a beard and proper
paperd, M. Bodrov obtadmed horses
and wagon amd psed to make regu-
lar trips as coachman between
Alma Ata and the oearest tailway
station (clty of Frunze, more than
20 wversts distant). Under wery
difficult conditions, comrade Bodrov
gave proof of great frmuoess, cool-
ness and akill. Solving hiz task
in & splendid fashion, he assured a
eonnection for L. . Trolsky with
Moscow, at the most difficult point
After malntaining himself almost
& year, comrade Bodroy was ar-
postisd  im connectlon with another
“eume” bul was also “exposcd” as
the comchman. He sat for several
months In varfous jails, and then
wag oxiled. Arrested once again,
he spent three vears (1831-1934) in
the Verkhne-Uralsk prison, At
present he is in exile. Other re-
ports say that he has been sent to
a concentration camp.
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Gregory Stopalov

Entered the party im 1817, and
while still a stodent participated
actively in the revolutiooary strug-
gle in the Ukraine. During the
clvll war worked In the Ukraine, in
particular, undergronnd under Den-
ikin.

A Bolshevik-Leninist sinee 1023,
comeade . Btopalov graduated the
Institute of “Hed Professors.” An
excellent economist, avthoer of o
number of selentific works, G. Biop-
aloy I3 opoe of the outstanding
young oppositionists. A number of
programmatie and other important
documents of the basle kernel of
the Bolghevik-Leninists in  the
Verkhne-Uralsk isolator come [rom
the pen of comrade Stopaloy.

After serving three years in pris-
on—1826.-1882—comrade Q. SBtopda-
lov had hardly maenaged to settle

Cotton Lords

 {Contloured from Page 1)

The strlke of farm laborers was
called on May 18 with the workers
demanding $1.50 per 10 hour day.
The present starvation wages pald
by the planters are 70 cents per
day from sup-up to sun-set. The
cotton  “chopping” or “weeding”
time 13 now at its helght and the
crops are In danger of being choked
by wpdd

Four pickets from the Memphis
local of the Workers Alllance of
Amerles were found gullty In po-
ee eourt of “disorderly conduoet.™
The Workers Alllance had unnder-
taken to support the strike of farm
laborers In Arkansas and on Mom-
day morning stationed pickets at
fhe Harahan bridge which crosses
the Misslssippl into Arkansas, They
carried placards bearing the glo-
gans: A TLaborer 18 'Worthy of

-

Cdown 1o his new place of residence

when he wnas agnin arrested anod
ohee more senfenecd to three years

in prison.
In 1943, comrade Stopalov’s wife,
comrade Lemberskaya, was also

clapped In jail, Bhe iz an active
Oppositionist, member of the party
sl the civil war, a Tormer tencher
in a party achool

IN ORENBURG EXILE

In Orenburg exile there are at
the present time a pumber of out-
atanding comrades of the Commuon-
st Opposition { Belshevik-Lenin-
istg) : B. M. Elzin, an old Bolshev-
ik, Lida Svalova, 1. Belenkl, 1. Byk,
V. M. Cherykh, F. A .Upstein,
Leonld Guivshek. Last year H. L
Lyakhovitsky and A. % Bantalon
were token from exile and placed in
a eopeeniratlon enmpe AlL thesc
comraldes are devoled, firm, and
convineed  Communist  Oppesition-
jute, sevoral of fhom owistanding
leaders,  There have alrendy been
foreed in exile and prisons remark-
able, devoted and deeply convineed
pevolullonists, who bear up with
cxtraordinary  Hroammess wmler 8YE-
temniic strangulalion.

After the Kirey nffair, there were
prrested the folowing comrades who
had recently Ieft the prizons and
wlio Peceived new long prison eTms
v, F. Pankratov (served 5 years,

in o lodging room not lesa than 30 peepjved another § years; his wife
he s helpless, made 4| apd child have been exiled to As-

trnkban)  amd  Ch. AL Pevener
{morvidl 4 years, recelved § years
additioaall.

Here are alze to e found, ot
least until recently, severnl dosen
exiled “Trotskyista," former Opio-
gitioniste, who had capitulated long
age, or who had secondary differ-
cnces with the ruling group.  Their
pames: AMdineradze (professor of
philogophy), B. D. Prozorov (his-
tory instructor from Dnepropet-
rovsk), Kaznacheyev (In De¢em-
ber 1035 finizhed his term of exile,
after o concentration camp, amd
now again arrested, after four
montha), Dimitelef (history teach-
er im the bigh schools of Ivanovo-
Vornesensk, recently agaln sent to
concentration camp), Udin, Radin,
3. K. Sorokina (she recently con-
cluded ber exile, and was freed)
Solovyan, and Chernoborodoy. They
all eall themselves supporters of
the general lHne of the party.

Among the “Right Communista":
1, 3. HBocharov (he recently De-
celved “mious 16°; after serviog n
three year term of exile).

Among the Mensheviks: G, Ik
Kuchin, Goldberg, the Esthonian
Fommer, who arrived from prison
and was recently agnin arrested
{he will probably be taken to &
eoncontration  camp). There are
aleg several 8. R.'s. Of the 8.R.'s
here, n member of the (LE.C, Ger-
stein dend more than o year ago.
He recelved permission to go for a
core o Kazan on the day he died.
Heveral soclalists have been Sen-
teneed to & new term of exile for
having sent in thelr time letbers to
the French Socialist and Commu-
nist papers, hailing the united
front—which was dome of course
not wwithout the tacit consent of
the powers that be.

0Of the Georgian secial democrats
there §s the old man Ramishvili

Among the anarchists: A. A
Inaun, Kornflov {recently ended his

A@itler

exile), P. HSokolov. (In the st ten
years has made the rounds of al-
most all the copcentration camps
in the T.H.8R.) Sckolov is a Len-
ingrad worker, a house painter, ex-
fled for consorting with stodents

Represented here are also Com-
munists from among the natlonal
minoritles and Zlonlsts, The over-
whelming majority of the worker-
communist population in exile, in-
cluding the “general-lloers”™ L.,
former oppositionists, the “aupport.
¢rs of the general ling'” have been
arreated for “careless” remarks.
Out of approximately 150 exiles In
Orenburg, they comprise about 100,
They are very little developed and
pasaive Individaals,

Here are also more than a thou-
sand Lenlograders, exiled after the

Klrov affalr Among them, there
are many women, old men and
children.

His Hire," “Arkansas Planters Un-
falr to Organlzed Labor,” “We

Can't Live on 75¢ & Day," “The
Unemployed Workers of Memphis
Won't Scab." Planters who came
to Memphis which iz the market
for cotton laborers were unable to
obtaln any workers, Negro or white,
tx cross the brldge to take the
joba of the strikers. Wil Lee,
Memphis chief of police, sald in
eourt that 700 workers had bheen
turned back at the bridge and 40
tucks nnloaded by the plokets.

Toesdny murn'mg_ twn large
trucks from the Wilson plantation
{largest cotton plantation in  Ar-
kansas) succeeded in securing only
five men, Chief Lee, who defended
the arrests told the Arkansas
planters that If any more pickets
interfered with thelr attempis to
obtain day Inborers ““to beat them
down with clubz and the law wonld
protect them” He told the men
arrested that "he was golng (o
break up this damn business” and
if any of them returmed to the
bridge "he wouold beat the hell out
of them™

e e —
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ON THE

Recognlzing that the draft pro-
gram of the Left wing of the So-
cinlist Pariy ks o step forwand, Alex
Blttelman uondertakezs the task,
nay ! the daty of proving helpful to
the Left Soclalists. It is onr plain
duty toe show what's what and
who's who in the draft program.”
i 3

What kecps the Socializta from
really golug left in their program
are  “'harmfol  infuerces”  Who?
O the one hand the peendo-Lerfts
like Zam: and on the other hand-—
“Imfluences of A Kind that cannot be
characterlzed  otherwise than as
s of counter-revalutionary
Trotskyism,"” {p. 1)

Bittelman  dividea  his  “work”
inte two parts: I Questions of
Program; IL (uestions of Tacties.

Under the first head, he deals
with “fondamental  programmatic
guestionzs of the present  epoch.”
These are four (4), snd read as
ferl Lo ¢

13 The Dietatorship of the Pro-
lotarint  {Le, the nature of the
workers' stute),

2y Boviet power (Le, the form of
the workera™ statc).

2y The road to povwer (i, the
metlied of attaining the workers'
stnte).

4) The tws worlds or “The Dut-
standing Vietory of the World Pro-
letarkat at the Present Time™ (i€
“the final and irrevocable victory
of socinlism in the Soviet Unlon™—
i 1G],

Under the second head, he deals
with zix (6} “tactles™: 1) Fnscism,
2y War and “The Straggle for
Peace’; 3) United Front; 4) Trade
nbon  Tnity: 5y Farmer-Labor
Party: &) Organie Unity.

Very well, For argument’s sake
we ghall allow Hittelman his foor
“principles™ and his slx “tactics™
whiesh all “revolve aroond one céns
tral point” (p. 17). We shall later
deal with each one separniely, First
we wish to examine how the Bo-
cinligt deaft fares In the lght of
Mittelman's awn specifieations,

Coneessions Kun Amod

On the wvery flrst page, A8 Wwis
gald above, we are informed of the
defciencies in the draft due to the
harmful influences. Where are these
to manifest themselves (£ mot in
the “fundamental” gquestions?

In fundamental fzsue Mo, 1 {Die-
tntorehip of Proletariat) Bittelmoan
nivers Ctwo serions weaknesses™
(. 8}, The first of which iz a con-
ceasfon to the Old Guard; the sec-
ond—"a concession to the 'Leftas’ of
the Zam varlety.” (p 8). The Laft
Bocialisla it appears are golng . . .
ultra-right and unltea-left at one
amd the same fime,

In fundamental lssue Noo 2 (So-
viet power) the Left Soclalists are
raminded of the sin they committed
in tssue Moo 1, for mo “genuine Left
(can) aford to e amblguous . . .,
o sach o vital and fandamental
point of revolutionary principle” (.
7). And Bittelman Imsmcdiately
condemng them again for “another
concesslon to reformism” (p. 11}).

As regarils fondamental issue No.
3 (Road to Power), the draft, ac-
cording to B., states the corpect
premize but the eonclusion 1t draws
iz a compromize conclusicn, “o
compromise with reformist influ-
ences” (p 13); “strongly influenced
by reformism™ (p. 13} ; “a bad com-
promise with reformist influence™
(. 13D,

On erocinl 1ssne Moo 4 (Soclallsm
in one country), the Lefts are once
again charged with setting down a
correct premise but, this time, of
faillng (o draw any concluslons
whatsoever. As any Marxzist Enows
the fallure to drow the revolution-
ary conclusions Is no minor charge,
either, S0 Bittelman wants to
know: “Why? “Why this reluec-
tance ™ (p. 15); “Why these omls-
sions? (p. 18). What makes Bit-
telman hound the Left SBocialista so
is the fact that the draft “says
nothing of the final and ircevocable
victory of socialism in the Soviet
Unlon.” (p. 16).

Bittelman's Findings

But Bittelman himself does oot
tell us why, He does not even tell
us whether this {a an ultra-right or
ultra-left silence, or whatnot, In-
gtepd he makes an ominous prom-
{me: ““We shall gee later how these
omisaions result in some very serl-
ous errors . . . For the present it 1s
gufficlent to emphasize that on this
polnt, as on many others, the draft
program s hows unmistakeable
gigna of atroggle between the gen-
uine Leftward tendency In the Bo-
clalist Party and the “Left,” be
tween the sound proletarian and
revolutlonary instincts of the Lefts
and some very viclous Trotskylst
counter - revolutionary  infloemees.”
(p. 16).

Thus, on questions of principles
Bittelman findas the following:

1). Two serlons weaknesses; one
—qgltra-right, ld Guard varlety;
the other fake-left, Zam vwariety.

2y "Another alm to the right, re-
formiat warlety.

A)BHIl another right deviation,
“bad"” reformist warlety.

4) A struggle between revolation-
ary “instinets” and fake-left “infla-
ences,” the very-viclous-Trotskylst-
counter-revolutionary variety. This
gtruggle is a source of “very serl-
ons errors,” of unspecified natore.
Evidently, Bittelman sometimes
also prefera to state -a premise
withont drawing any conclusions,

After all, a countér-revoluotionary
influence can lead only to counter-
revolutionary errors. And no one,

SATURDAY

FLYING TRAPEZE AGAIN

Bittelman Takesthe Swing this
Timein Pamphlet«Going Left«

no matter how sublime his instincts
can get very far to the lefi, with
sileh  errors,

The Horrible Example

To sum up: In hiz prineipled ao-
alysis  Rittelman arrives at the
conclusien that on three out of four
issues, the Left Hoclalists are to his
right, and on the fourth, so far to
hiz rlght as to be in the camp of
tyery  viclons”  couspter-revolulion
Therefore 1f turnz out that since
the mistakes in priociple in the
druft program are largely conees-
sions (o reformism and counter-rev-
olution, the Left Socialisis must be
attacke] for belng ulira-left {or
seciarian). “One of ear major toe-
tienl oritieisms of the draft pro-
grum is its sectarinnism™ (po 28).
“Epctarianizm 15 the greal encmy
of the draft program™ (p. 36}

Bittelinan has a horrible example
fp hold up te the Left Socialists.
wone otfer thon bimself,  "There
wig o time when we ourselves wers
not fully free from n slmilar sec-
tarianism,.  We  ihercfore  z2hould
like to warn amd guard the Left
Bocialists ngnivst  repeating  oor
mristakes” (g 35). Az the poet
gnid: Let such teaelh others who
themselves excel

But all the time B, knows that
the Left Soclalists are really mov-
ing to the left. He hoas an infallible
compuizs to gulde him. Every once
in a while he need only gqoote a
gentence  from  Ddmitrof's  report
by the Seventh World Cengress, to
digcover that “the draft program
tends in the same direction” From
this premise he draws the infallible
copelpglon that the Left, wing must
be going Left. “This is highly
commeniable, It shows that the
Left wing 18 going Leftward" (p
17).

Lentn was fond of remarking that
o fool could uwiter more DODSEnsE
on a gingle page than s score of
wise men could clarify in g veol-
nme. Dlttelman fAlls &5 pages.

& =
in Fascism

Bince Blttelman attacks the Left
Bocialists moest viclently for (heir
position on Fascism, we shal]l frst
of all look into that. .

He accuses the Lefts of telling
punly half-truths. The draft peints
put that Fascism proved victorions
“in some countries” only because
the workers failed to take power—
a fallure due in part o the factk
that the Socialist Parties were “not
in reality revolutiomary partices.”
Bittelman quotes this passage ap-

provingly, “This ia quite correct”
{(p. 18). But that is only part of
the truth. If in “somee countries'

ihe: Fasclata took power becaiss
the workers dld not take It, then in
one eountry the workers “did take
power and did forestall the eoming
of reaction and fascism. . . . That
wag the Sovlet Unlon—the former
empdre of the Tsar and capitalists,
This is incontestable history.” (D
18, Emphasiz in the original.)

From this, according to Bittel-
man, follow four {4) “inescapable”
conclusions. We shall cite only
one: “Had the German working
class taken . . . the revolotlonary
road, Fascism would have pever
triumphed” (p 19).

Whe Is Responsible?

Who [z responsible for the failore
of the German working class to
take the revelutionary road?, Ac-
eording to Bittelman, only the Ger-
man Soclal Democracy, for if the
Laft Soclalists were acquainted
with “incontestable history" they
would heve learned that the Com-
munists had already led the RKuos-
slan workers agaiost the Bosslan
Fasecists and therefore could have
mever failled the German workers,
agninst Hitler.

Accoriding to the Left Socialists,
nowever, the German Communist
Party “contributed just as much o
the wictory of Fascism®™ as dld the
Hoeinl IemocTacy.

Bittelman declares himself abso-
lutely “astounded” (p. 20). Not
only do the Left-Socialists tell part
truth, but on top of that they pro-
ceed to add such a “sentence”! It
iz o hoprible sentence, It does not
even belong in a progeam; 1E i an
imposition, not to use a barsher
term: it strikes a discordant note,
amd it really hurts Bittelman be.
eause it hurts the program and the
Lelt wingers,

A Slamider Indeed!

“Thils seotepce ntrodpces  s0me-
thing which dees not belong to the
draft program. 1t imposes upon
the program counter-revolutionary
Trotskyite influences. It is nlto-
cether ont of tune with the main
tremil of the program. It hurts the
draft program and it hurts the Left
wing." (p. 20. Emphasis in orig)

This sentence horts DBittelmam so
that he must take it apart in four
pieces, clause by clanse. Ha finds

that the first part is a “slander,” |

and repeats, “We repeat; it does
not belong there (Le. In the dreaft
program}” (p. 2. He takes the
seeond clavse, and again throws it
away In disgust. “Slander.” But
when he comes to the third “point”

lie punlls up short. “Thiz is curi-
ona!” (p. 20). It is. Instead of
trying to brazen it out with insults
and denfals, Bittelman sets out to
prove that the Left Soclalists are
ihemselyes gullty of what they fe-
cuze the C.P. Sinee the counter-
revolutlonary Trotskyists are able
to “impose” on the Left Socialists,
why not Bittelman, teo? On page
21 of his pamphlet, be tries to fm-
pose npon them the theory of aocinl-
Foscism. Mo more, oo Jess.  We
quote this “coriosity” wverbatim:

The Skeleton Again

“g. It's (Le, C.PJE) theory of
goelal-fusciem  and opposition  to
the united front’ This is curlous
Prior to making this statement the
draft program §tsell (emphasis in
orlginaly formulated a complete
theory of soclal-fascism. It stated
{we repeat the quotation): ‘In re-
jecting the Marxian conception of
the state as an instrument of class
oppression, and in clinging to cap-
italist democracy, the Soclal-Dema-
eratic Party of Germany objective.
Iy prepared the conditions for the
vietory of fascism (p. 9). What
{s thiz but a theory of social-fas-
clam? What 15 social-fascismT It
is goclalism in words and ‘preparing
the conditlons for the victory of
fascism' (paving the road for fas-
clgm)—in deed. This was all so-
elal fascizm ever meant, And this
is precisely what the draft program
says shout German Social-Democ-
racy. If you, Left Socialists are
right in saying se, and you ARE
right, then why was it wrong for
the German Communist Party to
say g0t Instead of condemning it,
you shoold extend praise because
it snid it . . " (p. 21. Emphasis in
orlginal.)

Hearn 1tself {8 disarmed by this
Htalinlat who aweats and sguirms
over his dally stint just as he did
not so very long ago when expound-
ing the virtues of the theory of
sopcial-fasclam 1o somewhat differ-
ent tomes.

Only three years ago, Iin June,
instend of telling ug how the “Trot-
skyites” mislead the Left Soclal-
igta, the Htalinists were busy dis-
trivuting & little pamphlet: “What
is happening In GermanyT' It was
written after Hitler was in power,
and it was approved by the Pre.

The Problem in Akro

{Continued from Page 1)
for example, stated the other day:

| “Tmpartial obeervers say that in e

ality conditions in Akron are as bad
a8 ever. They point to the frequent
glt-down strikes in recent weeks as
showing dissatisfaction In  the
ranks of the workers, Thus the gse
of company union pace-gpetters for
speed-op purposes continoes. Inm at
least one deartment recently an at-
tempt was made to Inereage hours
without firat taking a vole as pro-
vided in the strike settlement. At-
tempts to Iay of wnion men contin-
e thongh io each instanee the mill-
tancy of the workers has thwarted
them, The general fear of excessive
lay-offs when the slack season
comes, Iinduced by the abolitlom of
the thirty-hoor week by the compa-
nies and the fallure to get it restor-
ed by the strike, contines to domin-
ate the thinking of the men.

Since productlon in rubber iz still
at a high level and In view of the
antomobile production level seams
likely to continue for some weeks,
the highly provocative acts of the
company againat union men present
on the sorface a puzele. The most
likely explanation is thls, Though
the company probably desires unin-
terrupted production at the moment,
it eannot afford to appear sapine
and weak in face of the aggressive-
pess of the unlon men who In a re-
certt sit-down practically took en-

tire control of one of the Goodyear
plants, Buch a show of weakness
wounld be eortain to lead the men to
begin the general strike against the
large robber firms to galo the pen-
aine recognition and other demamds
which they falled to get in the
strike settlement, Soch a strike
may also come if the company's at-
titede iz hard boiled. In fact pro-
voeative meagures carled beyond a
cortain point would certainly pre-
cipitate a strike. Thus the com-
pany will try to pursue a middle
eourse until the main drive for pro-
duction i8 over and an inventory a8
plled up when it may Institute a
lockout or answer & sirike with a
complete shut down for a conslder-
ahle period.

A snut-down In the fall might be
regarded as injorlons to the Rooge-
velt election campalgn and the blg
indusirialists are trying to push
Roosevelt atill further to the right
by such measures. It must be borne
in mind also that the Supreomes
Coort's declsion on the Goffey Case
threatening also the National Labor
Eelations Roard, ete, I8 an open in-
vitation to cmployers to take the
offensive against the uondons.

In the present Akron situation,
charged with dynamite as it is,
timorous and reactionary union offi-
clals will seek to corb and repress
the magnificent milltabey
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gldivm of the E.COCIL, on April 1,
1935 Here Is what Heckert had
to say on the meaning of the theory
of socinl-fasclam :

“Communists foresaw  Faseist
evolution of Social Democracy.”

“Did the C.P.G. and the Comins
tern foresee the inevitability of the
fascist development of social de-
mocricy? DId they warn the work-
ers of it7 Yes, they foresaw it and
fssued their warning! . . . Comrade
Stalin gave & definition of the de-
velopment of seclal democracy into
fascism that in ity exactoess aod
its clear-sighiedness is unsur=
passed, 4 definition that was made
the hasis of the prograom of the
Comintern and the policy of the
C.P.G.:

*cFasclsm—sald comrade  Stalin
—1gs a fighting organization of the
bourgesizie, an  organization that
resta on the active support of =ocial
demeeraey, Socinl  democracy I8
objectively the moderate wing of
fazeizm. There exists no reazon for
supposing that the fAghting organ-
fzation of the bourgeolzle can
pehieve decisive succoesses in their
struggle or in their leadership of
the coumntry wilhout the aotive sup-
port  of soclal  democracy., And
there ig just as litile peagon to sap-
pose  that social democracy  can
achiove decisive suesesses o its
struggles or in its leadership of
the conntry without the active sup-
port by the fighting organization of
the bourgeoisie. These orgauizatica
de not senteadict each otber, bak
conmplete each other. They are not
antipodes, but twins. . .

“All thet has happened in Ger-
many ecompletely econfirms the cor-
rectness of Comrade Stalin's prog-
nozig.  Hitler does not reject the
anpport of social democracy. Tha
socinl demoerats are aleeady =how-
ing thelr readiness to participate in
all the bloody crlmes of (ascism
againat the working class™ (Frite
Heckert, What Is Happening In
Germany, pp. d3-21),

And just to prove that this was
“gli*t there ever was to the theory
of social-fasgism: “The present
fnscization of German socinl demon-
racy is no accidental Interlode, buot
the road that all socinl-democratic
partles wlil go . . "7 (idem, p. 24.)

Could anything be more curions?
Yeg! For no ssoner has Blttelman
writien his remarkable exposition
of “all there ever was” to if, than
e tozsez off the following:

And the United Front!

“Ag to Communist ‘opposition to
the unlted fropt—well, well, . . .
The Communist Party fought fer
the onited front: the Social-Demo-
cratic Party fought =against the
united front” (p. 22 Emphasis in
original).

For Instance: “In the Manches-
ter Guardlan of March 22 the s50-
cinl-fascist Trotsky, gave as the
cause of the seizure of power by
Hitler the fact that the C.P.G. had
not formed & united front with the
gocin]l democratic party on o plat-
form exelusively acocptable (o 80
clal demoeryey : "The defensze of the
parliamentary government amd the
mass trade unions® . . . an endeavor
to smuggle in this scoundrelly plat-
form, which not even a Wels dared
to suggest to the Communizts, even
after the seizare of power hy Hit-
lee. . . . But what would such &
platform for the uoited fromt have
implied, even if the social demo-
crats had been ready to fight for
it In reality? . . . It would have
meant for the Communist Party a
defectlon to the position of Wels
and Lelpart; a retreat from Marx
and Lenin, & defection of Hinden-
burg. It would have meant o frain-
gition to the position of a reaction-
ary united froot with the bour-
geaisie, In the last Instance to Hit-
ler™ [(Heckert pp 22-23),

(To be eontinued)

workers, Nothing could be worse
In & hit or miss, undirected use of
the “glt-down" there s danger.
The company might provoke such
demonstrationa to rouse the public
prejudice against the workers, ete.
But the militancy which will not
tolerate employer injustice and in-
golence most be organlzed—not re-
preased, Te company wails that the
workeras are interfering with pro-
duction, the union can answer that
corporations which refuse to recog-
nize unfons and to set up machinery
for prompt adjustment of grievan-
cas are Inviting trouble and ought
to get It since the alternative is
gubmissdon and slavery for the
workera,

The problem will not be solved,
however, hy the kind of agresment
between the unlon and the employer
which apparently “recognizes” the
union but actually “recognizes’” the
unlon offfielaldom as agents for car-
rying on class collaboration with
the employeras. Nat outward forma
but the content and essence count in
the matter of union agreements.

The basie fear of the Akron
workers s layoffs Le insecurity.
The basle demand of the unien 18
for no layoffs, the restoratlon of the
normal thirty-hour week and red-
netlon of hours to an even lower
point in the slack season. That will
mean job security. And that will
lay the basls for confidence among
the workers on which militancy can
be permapently sustained,

The workers of Akron look to the
leadership of the Rubber Workera
Unlon and of the OL0. to advance

toward that goal. What iz their

of the angwerT



