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Radicals Hold \X/l'u Hand
In French Peop|e s Front
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TheMean.'hgoffhe\
French Elechons

By JOHN WEST —/

CGLD and sober analysis 1s necessary in order to estimate at
their true value the results of the French elections. Dema-
gogues, liberals, and reformists are at Ill.u:rh to spin out dreams
and illusions; it is the business of Marxists to base their theo-
retical and practical conclusions on an understanding of reality.
If we were ko accept the Stalinist account of the French elee-
tions, we would now believe that the danger of Fasecism in Franee
has passed, that the crisis in France is in a position to be solved
rapidly and tranquilly under the benign aegis of the People’s
Front majority. Unfortunately, we remember other Stalimist
accounts of ather events: We remember how, in the antumn of
1932, the decline in the Nazi vote in Germany proved to the
satisfaction of the Comintern analysts that the power of Hitler
was broken and would soon disappear; and how, in March, 1933,
. 1t was so shirringly prophecied by these same brave augurs that
Hitler could not remain in power longer than a bare six months.

A glance at the bourgeois press during the past few-days
might alone be ¢nough to cause a doubt or two to begin with.

The Wall Street Journal records itzelf as well satisfied with the
outcome. The Times notes that little difficulty is to he expected |
from sudden changes in French foreign policy, since all of the |
French political parties have based their programs on solid
proposals for strong national defense. The New York Evening
Post, in a long editorial, notes that the clections were a great
blow hoth at fascism “and at communism.” Tudwiz Lore, in
his Post colunn, in the midst of his song of vietory, pauses
parcnthetically to observe that the program of the People’s
Front is no more radical than Roosevelt’s New Deal. In France
itzelf, the “repudiated” premier, Sarraut, was so overwhelmed
—as not to find it necessary even to resign,

What has changed in France? What is the significance of
these elections?

Without doubt, the elections vecord the movement further
to the left of large sections of the French proletariat and the
lower peasantry. This is marked sufficiently by the speetacular
inerease in the Communist yote, and the substantial inerease in
the Socialist vote, making the representation of the latter party
the largest in the new Chamber. This, in turn, is a symhol of
the deeper process which has been unfolding in France during
the past three years: the gradual eleavage of the French popu-
lation into the two mighty divisions of the basically opposing
class forces,

But, first and last in commenting upon these elections, it
must be observed that the increase in the votes of the working-
class parties cccurred at the expense not of the Rig!lf; but of
the Center—of the Radical Socialist and the lesser petty-bour-
geois parties. The parties of the Right, far from losing
strength, actually gained more than twenty seats in the new
Chamher. Thus, even on the electoral field, we find on examina-
tion that the “mighty blow to reaction™ turns out to be the
hallueination of bureaucratic minds: the Right emerges from
the elections not weaker but stronger.

The increase in the votes of the working-class parties, as
well as the inerease on the Right was, then, accomplished at the
expense of the parties of the Center, above all of the Radical
Socialists. The Radical Socialist Party, for many years the
largest parliamentary partv in France, will enter the new
Chamber with approximately twenty fewer representatives than
the Socialist Party. Thus these elections demonstrate incon-
testably the truth of the Marxist prediction that under the
impm:l-. of the process of hasic class differenbiation the petty-
bourgeois parties of the Center must necessarily disintegrate,
their following sifting out into one class division or the other.
The relations in the Chamber do not, however, indicate by any
means the full extent of the disintegration of the Radical Social-
ists. Further evidence is provided by the fact that wmany of
the most popular traditional leaders of the Radical Socialists
—including Herriot himsclf—failed to secure election in the
first day of voting, and were returned on the second ballot only
with the support of the Communists and Socialists: and in a
number of cases lost out altogether.

The disintegration of the Radical Socialists is both symbel
and proof of the fact that the erisis in Franee iz too deep to
nermit of solution along the customary lines of modern French
nolities. For decades the French hmlrgeniﬂin has maintained
its socinl and economic dictatorship through the utilization of
the Radiecal Socialists as its chief governmental agents. The
Radical Socialist leaders, in turn, maintained the support of
their mass petty-bourgeois following for French imperialism.
But today the results of the profound and continuing cconomic
depression and the approach of the new war demand a sterner
answer. 'The alternative is posed to Frapce: Fascism or So-
cialism: and the alternative is inescapable. Thus the voice of
the Radical Socialist preachers of “the middle way™ 15 lost in
the rising social tumult. And their following slips out of their
hands, to the right and to the left.

. It 18 in the hght of this process of differentiation that the
strategy of the People’s Front policy must be judged. And, so
judged, it is seen to be precisely the betrayal of the revolution-
ary struggle which the realities of French socicty places on the
order of the day. Nothing could make this clearer than the
recent elections. The Radical Socialist Party, its policies and
its leadership, stand discredited before the French masses, TIts
policies have led to nothing but disaster; its leaders have heen
epenly shown to be shot through with every form of corruption
and venality. And, at just the time when this is becoming ap-
pnrent to the consciousness of the masses, the working-class

{Contlnued on page 4) L A

L

Their Aid is
Vital to S. P.
and C.P.Plans

Social Patriotic Prnhcius
Hold Sway in New
Left Coalition

The final resulis of the run-ofs
in the French clecllons gave 350
gontz ont of & tofal of 018 to the

pariics partleipating in the \o-
called People’s Froni. In the old
Chamber these same partics held

e geals out of 611,

The Comnunist Porly seoved the
largest wmd seemingly most sensa-
tlonul gains, adding 62 seals, and
increazing 1t tofal in the Chamber
to T2, The Becializst Marty galned
O stats, incrensing ifs fepresenta-
tlon to 140, and replacing the Rad-
ical Hoclalists, who dropped from
151 to 116, as the largest siogle

Solidarity
with Cuban
Comrades!

&

Widespread S rt
‘Needed ﬁg:lf:tn
Reaction

On the Arsf doy of the General
dtrike of 1085 in Cuba, our com-
rade, Cresencie Freyre, leader of
the Hakers® Tnlon of Cubs, was
selzed by Batlsta's gunmen. They
took him through all Havang and
attempted Lo force him b plek out
his cameades from among the strik.
ez, Mo refused; and the gunmen
ook him to an open ficld and ma-
chine-gunned  him  to death, and
left hbm there o rol.

dinee then ather comrades have
beeen mwnrdersd; and oihers have
died in Batista's dungeons, The re-
sirained news report from Cuba,
published in thiz issue, takes for
granted g knowledge of the depth
of 1he Conban terror, Unfortunately,
few American workers have any
fdea of the concrete conditions vn-
der which the Coban working class
struggles teday. The NEW MILI-
TANT has publishied what news has
seeped ont. The vigorous protest to
Fresldent Roosevelt, cireulated hy

parly in the Chamber, ©OF the e
muining “left” partics, Paol Tone- | |
comr's  Sovcinlist and Repablican |

Limion recclved 26 seats (loslng 13);
the Tndependent Hoclallziz reecived
O seaty (a losz of 2): and the dis. |
gldent commnnisis kept the 10 seafs
they had in the previous Chamber. |

What the (ains Mean

It should be neted that the scven-
fold ineresse fo the Communist rep- |
resentation does nol ecorcectly Te- |
Rect the gains of (his party on Lhn
electoral arenn, e popnlae vols |
was about deable that of e 1032
clections  The reason for the snall
LT aleteguilon in the obd Chamber
was Inrgely die: do the refosal of |
the Btalini=iz to make any sort of
eleetore]l  agreomontz  with  elther
the Boeialisis or the Radicalz in
1982, A= a result, the vote in mnny
rases was aplit three ways, to the
ndvaniaer «f (ho Right and e
Conier parlies,

MNor iz e rise of (he Socinlist
Party to  sopersede the Radienls
propetly speaking o surprise. The
French genernl electlons have heen
going "left™  since 1924: and in

Coibined o0 Page 4

Rubber Co's
Grant Wage

Increases

AKRON, i]h[n_ :v.lu;p Gondyenr,
Firestone, and Goodrich, (he three
titans of the world’s rubber Indus
try, early this week announeced
wage lncreases of From five to ten
percent for all pradoction woerkers,

It necd noft be imasiped ihat
these Inereases come from the com.
possionate hearls of the rubber
barons whose  ecapacity  for  good
works and  kind deeds §s well
known. They same beeanze the hig
baye are gquaking fn their rabber

boota before the demon of rampani
nnlonigm which the Goodyenr sirike
his nnleashed,

The ful! extent of this victory
can be savared only by those per.
soms acquainted with one of tho
mast  rathlessly  competitise of
Ameriean indostries.  Treaditionnbly
at dagecrs drawn, the mmbber bar-
ong wat down arnand n fable and
agreed  universally o e preesent
inrreases.

Lingering Doubts Dispelled

I any lingering doubts existed in
the skulls of the local barons, they

the Non-Partizin Labap Defense,
gave o soecinet pietwre of the Cu-
| ban  terror—the smashed  unions,
ﬂlﬂ cutlpwed political parties, the
labor nrl progrossive  lepders  as-
sassinated or imprizoncd, the dread
rale of the “lnw of fight.,” Zince
wie publizhed the full text of that
pratest in one isswe of January 11,
the ferror has gone on systemati-
cally,

The politicnl prisoners and fheir
familics who are under the charge
of the petty-hourgeois liberals and

the LTI reecelve financlal  aid
from  thele international  connee-
flom=. Ba far. however, Thera has

been almost na internntional ald for
the priseners adhering to the Ha-
vann Federation of Tabor, the Sa-
corre Oheero, and the Rolsheviks
Leninist  party.  Ewvery  closs-con-
seions worker is duty-bound to give
financinl ald to these vietime amd
their families. Iere it i3 not merely
a case of international solidarity.
It Is a ease of supporting the strog-
gles of workers whe bear far more
than we do the common yoke of
Americenn imperlatism,

We ask ail our readers to send
funds for Cuban political prisoners,
in enre of the Non-Partisan Labor
Nefense, 22 Fast 17 Street, MNew
York Clty.
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ANNOUNCEMENT

Max Shachtman's leclure has
been postponed from Sun., May
17th, to Wed. May 20th at 8§ P,M.
The subject will be, “Earl Browd-
er, the Man and His Books”, the
place, Irving Tlaza Hall, Irving
Place and 15th St.
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By JACHK WILSEON
S0UTH BEND, Ind., May 2-—A
resurgence of the labor movemoent
in the aute indestry that has wlile
possibilities can be cxpected follow-
ing the progressive mctions taken
here this week at the sccond con-
wvention of the United Automobile
Workers of Amerlen.

Simllar in many respects to the
rabber workers' convention of last
fall, the sesslons Jbrought forth
many manifestations of what the
thonsands of anle workers are
thinking, *what unreast is aweoning
through the factorles and what
course might be traveled in the
coming period.

A dleclalve victory ngalnst  the
slupid and eriminnl policles of Wil-
lam Green, A. F. of L. president,
whoe defended cralt unlenism  at
the convention, marked the opening
apsalon.

Ao well remembered were the two
yoars of splitting betrayal, anbo-
cratle control, and the other poll-
{cles which nearly destroyed the la-
hor movement in the anto Indostry
for which Green and the majority
of the execntive hoard of the A. F.
of L. were responsible; that the 215
delegates  were  gnanimously  op-
posed to Green's appointed presi-
ident, Froncig J. Thillon,
fircen and Dillon Trounesd

A lemo defense by both Ddillon
and Greeen of their policles met with
nin gympathy or response,  Feory
delegate was propared to battle at
any cost a continnatlon of the an-
tlguated ceaft wnlon policler,. 1o
face of sauch bitler oppoaition, Dil-
lon and Green withdrew while the
ielegates cheered and eheered. The
itwo men left repudinted, disgraced,
failurer in thelr offort te orgonlze
the amio indosiry becnonse of (helr
falae policles,

It was highly signiftennt thatl
and DHllan made sitch a serl-
ons rebreat, one that fucther im-
pairs the already badly damaged
reputation of the craff golon dom-
Inated cxeentive hoprd of the A, P,
of Te It indleates that theic posi-
tinn hax become =0 weak among
workoers in hasie indostry that they
fear to make a fAght for it?

Jubllant progreselves and  the
other delegates shoufed and choered
h! I'-I wildd I‘PLI Ilt' {lf enthusiasm as

o o — —— —

Homer Marlin, vice-president, took
the platform to et as tomporacy
chalrman. The unlon had won it
antonomy !

Tasks Before the Convention

Tweo major tasks confronted the
conventivn after the retreat of
Green and Dillon: adepblon of a
progressive program  which  wourld
afford a basls for bullding o power-
tul union and the seleclion of good
leaders to carcy ont that program.

A progrem had been drawn uap
by & eaucus of 140 delegates held
a month previous to the conventlon.
A sbeering committes of 12 was
chosen at that time o lead the dght
for its approval

The program of thls cssentinlly
progressive bloe who wore advised
by the Committes for Industrinl
Organlzation Included: (1) the end-
ing of the probationary perkod of
the unien with Dillon as president ;
{2) establishment of an Industirial
union within the confines of the A,
F. of L. with the jurlsdlctlonal

question to be ctrrled to the A. F.J

of L. conventlon:; (3) amalgama-
tien of the independent urions such
ns the MESA. and the former
Coughlinbte-lnfluveneed wnlon  with
the United Antomobile Waorkers;
{4) approval of a democratic eon-
sltitntion allowing all politiesl 1ib-
ortics to membership: (5) apd tho
Gorman  Lebor Party  rosolution
which the 3tallnists naturally had
folsted upon the delsgates: (6} an
immedinte organizatlon drive.

The program cnrried in it en-
tleety. Withont an understanding
of how cach [save was earrled. how-
¢ver, the profram lacks much con-
tent in 8o far as peeneate analysis
15 concerned.

The seating of the 37 milifant
Tolede delegates was the first ques-
tion eonsidered.  Sineg the I[Milon
appositlon was the main problem
and he had lefe the convention,
these delegates had little difficalty
in obtaining reeognition,  THilon
had elaimed Toledn had ne charber
and was an outlaw unlon sinee it
refused lnst fall to bust the power-
fnl unton af 16 plants into separnte
Iocalz, T had paid ap 1t delinguont
per-capiln fax.

Althougl neacly all the delegnles
actedl in oo progressive manner by

{f‘mlHnuHI i I'ug-: &)
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THE NE

W CONSTITUTION

OF THE U.S.S.R.

Hehind the Kremlin walls wur]-:"'-.!i Leon ]'m-k‘!"'ﬁlnre thelr privileges,

iz poing on to replare the Saviet
constitnlion by n new one, which,
neeording bo the dedlarations of
Htallen, Moloboy and others, will be
the “mozt democratic in the world.”
Ter B sure, donhis might be deoused
by the prossdure In which the con-
stitution iz being elaborated. Up to
recently, there hns been no mention
of thiz great reforin efther in the
priess ar af meetingzs. No one s
nequalnted with the draft of the

had snly to stand in  their office
windows last Snnday and  wateh
halanx after phalanx of Akron
union Iahor pacnde throngh  the
ilowntown section. “When the pa-
rikde ended, 200080 union workers
had pazsed in review,

Heading the processlon was the
vietoriongs Goodrear local of the
Tnited Rubber Workera, Mnrehing
in cloge order, with their wellow
caps brilliant in the May sunshine,
ther atretrhed oot for three foll
ity blocks, Cries of derlslon broke
congtantly from the ronks “Here's
Litehfleld's A0 union members!®

Hach of the large rubber locals
headed a division of the parade. At
the front of the Goodrich Iscal
marched 300 members of the rifle
elab and dreill team, Cheering 1Httle
crieg of. “When wou gonna nse
ther gung, bova " came from the
sldewalks, Az the crack tire divl-
slon marched by, the pood-natuored
crowd  welled, "SIt down! Sit
down!™ Thiz Wecal alzn had & car

towing a featler piled with old tires
(Continned on Page 4)

constitntton s vet, In the mesn-
time, Stalin told the American inter-
viewrr Roy Toward, on March 1.
105G that, “We shall prebably adopt
our new constitntion ot the end of
thiz year” Thus Stalin is informed
cxactly ax te the date when this
constitution will he adopted, about
which the people stlll has proe-
tlieally no information. It i3 impoa-
aible not to conclude that the “most
demorratic constliution in the
world” iz being elaborated and in-
trodeced e n manner that is not
entirely democcatic.

Stalin eonfirmed to Howard, and
through him alzo to the peoples of
the T.858.R.,, that “according to
the new constitution, the suffrage
will be universal, equal, direct and
eperet.

The fineguplities In auffrage
rights in favor of the wofker: o
ngainst the peasants are to be
abolished. Henceforth, ohwlonsly,
not factories but eltizens will vobe:
each onge Tor himsell, Once there ape
“no classes™, then all members of
society are equal. Individuals can

be  disenfranchised only by the
courtd. All these principles are en-
tirely decived form that very same
program  of  bonrgesizs  democracy
which the Hovieta In their time
came to replace, The party always
held that the Sovict svatem waz a
higher form of democracy, The So-
¥iet system was to wither away to-
gether with the dictatorship of the
proletariat, of which it wae the ox-
presgion. The guestlon of the new
constitution bolls down therefare to
another and more fondamental
question : Will the dictatorship con-
finue to become “stronger™  from
now an, as Iz demanded by all the
official speeches and articles, or will
it hegin to soften, weaken and
“wither away"? The meaning of
the new oconstitutlon can be cor-
rectly appralsed only In the light
of this perspective. Let us immedi-
ately add here that the perspective
Heelf does not at all depend wpon
the measure of Stalinist liberalism
but uwpon fhe actoal astrocture of
the tranaitional Soviet soclety.

In explaining the reform, Pravda
refars ohacurely and not at all pra-.
dently to the party program writ-
ten by Lenin in 1918, which does
really state that, “. . . . disenfran-
chisement and any réstrictions upon
whatsoever upon liberty are neces.
sary solely as tempOrary measures
of struggle agalost the attempts of
tho exploiters to maintain or to re-

In propor-
tion az the objective possibility for
the exploitetion of man by man dis-
appears, all necessity for theso tom-
morary measnres will lkewl=ze diz-|"
appear, and the party will strive to
narrow them down, and o eom-
plelely abollsh them"™ {onre empha-
glz)l. These lines can ho doabi stEve
to Justify the refusal to “disen-
franchise” in a society in which the
poazibility for exploitation hos dis-
appeared, But along with this the
program demands the simoltaneons
abalition of “any restrictions what-
soever upon liberty.”" Far the entey
into socialist soclety 18 character
fzed not by the peasants being made
equal with the workers, and not by
returning the franchise to 3-5 per-
cent of the cltizens of bonrgeols or-
igin, but by the ecstabllshment of
true liborty for 100 per cont of the
population, With the abolition of
classes, aecording to Lenin, and ae-
cording to Marx, not only the die-
takorship but also the state itself
withers away. Stalin, however, has
sald nothing as yet about removing
“reatrictions upon Uberty™ elther ta}
Howard or to the peoples of the
.85 R.

Molotov hasbtened to Stalin's as-
glstance, sad to say, not very pro-
pitiously, Tn replving to & question
of the BEditor-in-Chief of lo Temps,
Molotow satd, "Now not Infregoent-
1¥ (?} there i3 already no feed for
those adminfstralive measures
which were emploved formerls”,
but ““the Soviet pewer must of

(Continuwed on Page 3)
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Terror Reigns

In F.D.'s Cuba

Progressives Triumph at'Hundreds
AutoW orkersConvention

Dillon-Green Machine Receive Smashing
Defeat; Plan of Action Drafted

Jailed and
Tortured

Batista  Attempts
Cover Up by

Investigation

{Special to New Militant)

HAVANA, April 30.—The action
af the Cuban Supreme Court and
of the Congress, calling for an ins
wistigation of recent murders of
bourgeols opponents of the Batista
dirtatorshlp, stgnalizés an effort by
Batista o beonden the base of his
sunppork.

Any Investigmtion made will be
a farce, for the murders were come
mitted by DBatlsta's own gunmen,
Batizta hopes, however, to make
peace with hiz bourgeds oppomnende
Having outlawed all the laboar ar-
panizations and Imprisoned neacly
five thousand weorkers, sharecrop-
perz amd  inlellectonlz, Tiatista
wants to unite all the “'respeotahle
eloments”™ aof the population to
maintain the status quo.

Conciliation and Whits Terror

Ratisin’'s  conciliatory geatured
townrd the opposition bourgeocisle
gn hand in hand with syatematie
continnance of the white terror: No
dny poases without semeone belng
murdered.  Mew hondreds are {m-
prisomed for o other offense than
atbending Iahor meetiogs,  Scores
are lortured. Onply stoong young
men cen gurvlve Imprisonment 1o
Cabana Fortress: older men dis
S000.

What iz needod here, above all
Iz a powerful defense movement.
The kind of defonse work koown
in Amerlen i a physienl Imposss
hility under the Batista dietatar-
skip. For example, we ngxd tp em-
Moy lawyers for courtreom fghte
before the general strlke of 1035
now there s not a lawyer left 1o
the whale of Cuba Who will acchpt
the defense of a worker or radical
for fenr of government reprigall” =

The reén] work of n defense move-
mient, then, canngt be in the court:
room, bubk most begin with mpss
prossore on the authoritles. Thia

to

- E'E'ﬂiﬂ.“

means meetings, lightolng demon-
stratlona, leaflets, undergronnd 10#-
ernfure, systematlc  diffusion | of
news to other eountrles, especially,
to the Umndited States, a militant
poliry of moblllzing the ranks of
the shattersd vnlong and ounflaewdd
fabor parties =all of which has
heenr conspienously absent for thé
past seven monthe or more,
Amnealy Commilites ToeMectiva
The Natlonal Commitiee for Ams
nesty for Soclal and Political Pris-
nners has falled tn et a= the center
for snch A defense movemnment, Tn
the paszt cight months, it has met
bnat once, ahd then It came together
at the eall af the Bishop of AHavans.
Who ealled the Blshop of Havana ?
Whoe bhut the Btalinists? Tn all fits
mantha of exiztence the Amnesty
Commitbee Ting not issned a single
leafet. Tt has not called a single
demaensication or even adopted a
milltent resolution. Tta appeal has
been maindy to the charitable mind-
il of the hoadrgesisle, the Catholle
Chureh. the Masons and the Odd
Fallows.

In otheér words, It has tried to
immunize itself by aspreading a
cloak of reapectabllity and legality
about its actionz, But the Bishop

of Havana has long ago - dropped

nway, a8 have the few Masons, Odd
Fellowa and other r_ml:rd houar-
Desplte all its respectablif
'H"I!-r

.4"1]

tr. It has folt Batista's fak,
goldados broke np 8 mestine
rentral committesr  hel® B oo
vate home: twenty-feoen
twenty-aeven  membars were m:
rested, hanfed to army puu:ha and
béaten with swnrds.  Most of thl}m
(were then sentenced (on a morals
charge!) to prison sentences pf oz
months and mors.
l}rgnnl:uﬂnn!l Hmreﬂmhﬂ

Nelther the Auatenticos (parfy- n:l’
former Presldent Gran San Martin)
of Young Cuba, -ever jolned the
Amnesty Committes, although bhoth
weore formelly invited. The.prego-
Izations comprising the Amnesty
Committes fall Ints three grotps:

{Contlonsd on Page 4)



