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In Liea of an EIntroduction to the Second KEdition of
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[
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Editor's Note: In response to
requests from many of our read-
ers we are continuing publication
of “France al the Crossroads” by
Leon Trotsky, This introduction
to the new French edilion of “In
Defense of Terrorlsm” is the
third section of comrade Trot-
sky's serfes “Whither France”
which is to be published in book
form by Ploneer Publishers,
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The sharpening of the class strug-
gle, and cupecially the open emer-
gence of the armed gangs of reaes
tion, cavsed great ferment amons
the workers' organizations, The
Sovialist Party whicli had been
peacefully performing the role of
the spare wheel fn the chariol of
the Third Mepublic, fonod itself
eompelled to half-renounce ils car-
tel tradition, omd even to break
with s own right wing (ihe Neog),
Conenrrently, the Communists oom-
pleted their evolution fn just the
oppoesite direction, but omn a scale
infinitely more extensive. Over a
period of several yvears these gop-
tlemen had raved deliriously about
barricades, conguering the streels,
and 50 on (their delirinm, to be
sure. remained primarcily  literary
in patwee). Now after February 6,
3934, realizing that the situation
hod faken a serlons torn, the spe-
cinlists in barrlcsdes sevrried fo
the right, The normal reflex fe-
tHon of the seared  phrasemongers
colncided most propitionsly  with
the new hwternationn]l orientation
of Soviet diplomacy,

Stalus Quo—the Policy

Oppresssd by the danger threat-
enfng from MHitler Germony, the
policy of the Kremlin turned to-
ward France. Siotus quo—Iin inker-
national relations! Btadus quo in
the Internal relations of the French
regime! Hopes for the socinl rev-
olution? Chimerag! The leading
egireles In the Kreemnlin refer as a
rule only wilth contempt to Freach
communism,  One must bang on to
what exists, lest things get worse.
Parlinmentary democracy in France
Iz Inconceivable without the Radi-
cals: they must be supported by
the Socializts. It is necessary o
order the Communists not to hinder
the biee between Blam and Her-
rlot, and If possible, the Commuo-
nizsts, themselves, must join the bloc,
No convalsions, no {hreatz!  Such
ig the course pursued by the Krems
lin,

When Stalin renounces the world
revolution, the bourgeois partles of
France refuse to belleve him, Nead-
Iesa caution! In politics, blind
ciedullty s, of eourse, not a great
virtue. But blind distrest 1z no
better. One must know how to com-
pare words with deeds and be able
b recoEnize a general tendency of
development over & perlod of yveara,
The policy of Stalin, determined by
the interests of the privileged So-
viet bureaucracy, has become con-
eervative through and through, The
French bourgeoisle has ample rea-
sons to place falth In Stnlin. Al
the less reason for trust on the part
of the French proletariat,

The Society for Bankrupts

During the Trade Union Unity
congréas at Toeidlouse, the “commu-
nist™ Raeamond gave a truly im-
mortal formula of the polley of the
People’s Front: “How to overcoms
the timidity of the Radical Party #*
How to overcome the bourgeolsie's
fear of the proletarint? Very sim-
ply: the terrible revolutionists must
fling away the knife clenched be-
tween thelr teeth, they must pot
pomade on their halr, and fileh the
smile of the most fascinating cour-
tesan, The result will be Valllant-
Countorler—Ilatest model, Under the
onget of the pomaded “communists,™
wha with all thelr strength pushed
the leftward moving Soclalists to
the right, Blum had to change his
course ofice again, fortunately, in
the acrustomed direction. Thuos
arcse the People's Front—the so-
clety for insuring NRadical bank-
rupts at the expense of the capitml
of the working elass organizations.

Radicalism i3 inseparable from
Freemasoury. When we say this,
we have said everfthing, During
the debate in the Chamber of Dep-
utles on the Fasclst leagues, Mr,
Xavier Valla recnlled that Trotsky
had onece “prohibited” French com-
munists from participating in Ma-
gonle lodges, Mr. Jammy Schmddt,
who we believe i3 a high authority
in this field. immediately explained
this edict by the incompatibility be-
tween despotic Bolsheviam and the
“free spirit.” We shall not dispate
this point with the Radical deputy.
But we stlll consider that a labor
representative, who seeks inspira-
tlon or solace in the vopid Masonic
calt of class-collaboration, 18 wnde-

serving of the slightest truse, It
wis net accldental that the carpel
was supplemented by the cxtensive
participation of the Socialists in
the memmery of the lodges, Now
the time has come for the ropen-
tant Communlists, alse, {o don the
apronz ! Ineidontally, the newly
converted pupils will be able to
serve the old masters of the carpel
more comfortably in aprons,

Safety Valve for Capitalism
Bat, we are told not without in-
dignation, the People's Frong is not
o cartel at all, but & mass move-
ment.  There igs of course, no lack
of pompous definitlons, but they do
not  changes the nature of things.
The jolv of the cartel always con-
wistd in poiting & brake upon the
miEs  movelient, directing it into
the chaunels of class collaboration,
This Is precisely the job of the
People’s Front as well,  The dif-
ferenee Befween them—and not an
unimporiant onée—is: that the tra-
ditional carvtel was aplied during
tlie comparatively peacefol and
stable epochs of the parliamentary
regime,  Now, however, when the
musses are impatient and explosive,
n more impesing brake is neéeded,
with the participation of the “com-
munists."” Jolnt meetings, parade
processions, oaths, mixing the ban-
nerds of the Commune and of Ver
gallles, nolse, bedlam, demagogy—
all these gerve a single alm; to
einFh and demorslize the MAES move.
nugn k.

While justifving himself in the
Chamber before the Rights, Sarrant
deelared that his inndcent conces
alons to the People’s Front were
pothing elge than the safety valve
of the regime. Bopeh frankness may
ilﬂ'i'l.ﬂ.‘ﬂl prodent.  Bot it was oo
warded by violent applovse from
the benches of the extréme left,
Ergo. there was no reason for Sor-
rant to be bashful, In any case,
her sueeseded, perhaps, oot guibe
congciously, in providing n clossic
definition of the Peoplé’s Fromt: a
safety wvalve for the mass move-
ment. A, S8arraut I8 generally lucky
with his aphorisms!
| Foreign Policy of People’s Front

Forelgn policy is the continuation
of home polley. Having entirely
renpunced the viewpoint of the pro-
letariat, Bluom, Cachin and Co.
adopt, under the screen of “collec-
tive security™ and “interoational
law.” the viewpoint of national im-
perlalizm, They are preparing pré-
cizely the same policy of boptlicking
which they hod condocted im the
yvears 1814 to 1818, adding only the
phrage “For the Defense of the
UB5.R" Yet during the years
1918-1923, when Soviet diplomopcy
was sl obliged to veer consider.
ably and to conclude a good many
ngrecments, not & slngle one of the
spections of the Communist Interna-
tlonal =20 much as even dared to
think of a bloc with lts own bouor-
geolsie! Is not thiz aloue ample
proof of the sincerity of Stalin's
renunciation of the world revolu-
tlon ¥

The self-zame motives which im-
pelled the present leaders of the
Comintern to sockle at the paps of
“gemocracy” in lts perlod of agony,
led them to dlscover the glorlous
image of the League of MNations,
when the death ratile was already
emanating from it. Thus was cre-
ated a common platform of forelgn
palicy between the Radicals and the
Hoviet Union. ‘The home Drogram
af the People's Front is concocted
of generalities which allow of as
liberal an interpretation as does
the Geneva covenant, The general
meaning of the progfam s to leave
everything as of old. Meanwhile,
the masses refuse to accept the
ald any longer: therein lies the
glst of the political crisis,

Proletarian Disarmament

Dizarming the proletarlat polit-
feally, the Blums, Paul Faores,
Caching and Thoreépes are most
concerned  lest the workers arm
themsaelves physieally. The aglita-
tion of these gentlemen does not
differ in any way from the preach-
er's sermons on the superlorities
of the moral principles, Engels
who tanght that the problem of
stafe power I8 the problem  of
armed detachments, and Marz who
looked wpon insurrection as an art
seem to be akin to medieval bar-
barians in the eyes of the present
deputies, senators and mayors of
the People's Front. For the one
hundred and first time, Populaire
printa s cartoon pleturing a naked
worker with the caption: “¥You wiil
lenrn that our bare fsts are more
solld than all your black-jacks.”
What a splendid contempt for mili-
tary technique! Ewen the Abyssin-
ian negns holds more progressive
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views on this subject. The over-
turns in Italy, Geérmany and Ans-
trla apparenily do not exist for
these people.  Will they cease sing-
ing pacans to “bare fists" when de
la Iioeque claps handculls upon
them ?  Sometimes one feels sorry
that such an experiente cannof be
afforded privately to the Messrs,
Leaders, without Involving the
niasses ]

Froms the stondpeint of the bour-
geols regime as a whole, the Peo-
ple’s Front represents an eplsode in
the competition between Radicaliam
nndd Fascism for the atlention ad
good graces of big capitel. By thelr
theatrical fraternization with Zo0-
cinlists and Communists, the Hndi-
cals want o prove [0 the master
that the situation of the regime is
not as bad ms the Itights assert;
thiat the threat of the revolution
iz not at all s0 great; that even
Vaillnnt-Couturier has swapped his
knife for 0 dog collar; that through
the mediom of the demesticated
“revolutionists" it is possible to
digeipling the working masses, and,
consequently, to save the parlia-
mentary sysiem from shipwreek

Mot all e RHadicals believe in
this maneaver: the most solid and
influentlal among theém, headed by

position. DBot in the last ounalysis
they have nothing else to propose
thems=elves. The crisiz of parlia-
mentarianlsm is first of atl the
crisis of the confidenes of the voters
In Radicalism. TUntll some method
for rejuvenaiing capitalism is dis-
covered there ig not and cannot be
amy recipe for the salvation of the
Radieal party, The latter hng only
the cholee between two varinnts of
political deom. Even the relative
success it may scove during  the
comning elections can nelther avert
nor even lomg postpone ks ship-
wreck,

Is Thiz a Blag?

The lepders of the Soclalist Party
the most carefree politicians in

with the study of the seciology of
the People’s Front, No one can
learn anything from the endless
monalogues of Lesn Blum. As for
the Communists, the Iatter, ex-
tremely proud of their initiative in
the cause of collaboration with the
bourgeoisie, picture the People's
Front as an alliance between the
proletariat and the middle classes.
What & paredy on Marxizm! The
Radical party 18 not at all the party
of the petty bourgeoisie. Nor iz it
a “bloc between the middle and the
petty  bourgeclsie” in  accordance
with the idiotic definition of the
Moscow Pravda. The milddle bour-
geoisie exploits the petty bourgeoi-
gle not caly econcmically but also
politically, and it 1eself 18 the agen-
o¥ af finonce capital. To give the
hierarehic political relations, hased
upon exploitation, the nentral name
of a “blee” i8 to make mock of
reality. A horseman lg not a bloe
between & man and a horse.  If
the party of Herriot-Daladier ex-
temnds lts roots deeply into the peity
bourgeslsle, and in part even into
the working masses, it does so only
in order to lull and dupe them in
the interests of the capitalist order,
The Radicals are the democeatic
party of French Imperiaism—any
other definition 1s & He,

(Continwed from Page 1)
be realized, the relationship of
forces In the new Chamber will dif-
fer lttle from that in the Iast.

In the last Chamber the “left”
bloc numbered 314 oot of the total
f11 (of these the Radicals had
151 ; &8P, o3; C.P, 10; the Jissl-
dent commusists, 10; and FPauol
Boneour's Sosinlist and Republican
Union, 35j.

In the new Chamber, a “left”
e jorl fr=J20.340 out of G15—can
b had only with the pacticipation
af the Radicals, Incloding both the
“faithful” and the dubions friends
af the People's Front,

In other words, if the Hadleals
choose (Le, If they are 3o ordersd
by French finance capltal), they
may agree to head a People's Front
government, or even participate in
it with Leon Blum as Premier; or
they may prefer to eénber inio A
bloe with the reactionaries of the
Center oF the Hight sz they have
done innumerable times in the past.

The Merry-zo-Hound Again
Thus, the “victory™ merely pe-

Herriot prefor fto take a walchful |

Franee, do not larden themselves |

The ¢risls of the capitalist ays
tem dizarms the Hadieals, depriv-
ing them of thelr tradithonal im-
plements for lulling the petty Lour-
gecdsle, “The middle classes™ #re
beginning to sense If not to under-
stand that it is impossible to save
the sitoation through paliry  re-
forme, that it is necessary Lo seral
andaciously the cxisting sysbens,
Hut Radicalizm and audacity are
ag incompatible as fire and waler,
Fasrism iz fed above all by (he
growing lack of confidence of the
petty  bourgecisie In Radicaiism.
Omne can say without fear of exag-
geration that the political fate of
France in the period immediniely
alhead will largely take shaps de-
pending upon the manner in which
Radicalism will be liguldated, nod
whao will fall heir to its legaey, ie.,
the influence upon 4he potty boar-
geois: Fasclsm or the party of the
proletariat.

An Axiom of Marxism

The elementary axiom of Marsz-
iat atrategy reads that the allianee
between  the prolelaclat and the
little men of the city and country
can b realized only in the irrecon-
cllable struggle against the tragi-
tlonal parlinmentary representation
of ithe petty bourgeoisie, In order
to atteact the peasant to the side
of the waorker, it iz neceszary (o
tear the peasant away from the
Radical politician, who subjects the
peasant to finance capltal. In con-
tradistinetion to this, the People's
Front, the conspiracy belween the
Inbor bureauneraty aml the worsl
political explolters of the middle
elasses, is capable only of killing
the fnith of the masses in the revo-
Intionary road and of driving them
fnte the arms of the Faseist coun-
rer-revolption.

Unbelievable as it may secm,
some eynles attempt 4o justify the
policy of the People's Fromt by
quoting Lenin, who, if yop please,
proved that there (s no  gettlng
along without “compromises™ and,
in partlcular, without making agres-
{ ments with other parties. It has
| become an established rule amomg
Fthe leaders of the present Comin-
tern to make mock of Lenin: they
trample underfoot all the teachings
of the bullder of the Bolshevik
party, and then they take a trip to
Moseow to kneel before his Mauso-
leam,

The Tradition of Lenin

Lenin  began his  activities in
Czarlat IRuossia, where not only the
proletariat, the pensantry, and the
intelligentsia but alse wide clrclea
of the bourgeoisie stood in opposi-
tion to the old regime. If the pol-
icy of the People's Front has any
juatification at all, one ghonld ima-
gine that it could be justified first
of all In a country that has yet to
nehiove §ts bonrgecis revolution,
The Messrs. Faleifiers, however.
would not do badly at all if they
were Lo point out at what stage and
under what conditions the Bolshe-
vik farty ever bullt even a sem-
blance of the People’s Front in Ros-
gla ? Laet them strain their imegi-
nation and rommage among the
historica]l documents !

The Bolsheviks did econclode
practical agreements with the rev-
alutionary petty bourgeols organd-
zations, for example, Tfor jfoint 1-

Peoples Front \Salvages
Radicals in Elections

produces gnder more tense condi-
tiong the maln aspects of the Cham-
ber that was elected in 1932 The
old Chamber was also the result
of a “leftward aweep,” H was lke-
wize headed by the “left” govern-
ment. of Daladier-Frot, the govern-
ment which capiiulated in 1534 to
the Fasclsts. WWe have the same
getting, and even the same leading
apetors from Daladier down, sup-
portid by an exira cast of Htalis
ista and Soeclalists,

It is the good old merry-go-
round. It is therefore not sarpris
Ing to find that the editor of the
New Tork Sun holds the same
vigws on the sebject of the Freonch
elections as does the Manchester
Guardian and Ludwig Lare of tha
Mew York Post, who, In turn, is
in agreement with Harry Gannes
and the Daily Worker.

On April 208, the New York 3Sun
carried an  editorial entitled “A
Blow at Fascism,” which points
ot that Fascism teok “a beating™
at the ballot boxesr. The English
likeral Manchester Guardian sees

FIHIOFIA BETRAYKEI!

Last indeperdent state in Africa suecombs under the fre of

SI'EAKER:

MAURICE SPECTOR

Former Member EACOCUT,

Auspiees: Workers PParty 1.5,
Sew York District

Fascist armies.

Mussalind alded by diplomatic game of Litvinoy, Eden and

Flandin,
League of Nations promises .
of imperiafist stroggles.
Bankruptey of Second anid Th

« « but vses Ethiopia as a pawn
ird Internationals again revealed.

Questipns and Discossion

IRVING PLAZA
lrving Place & 15th St.
SUNDAY MAY 3«

legal tranaport of revolotlonary

Hterature; pometimes for joimi ar-

rangements of o street demonstra-

thon; sometimes to repulse  the

| Black Hundred gengs. During
Ielenﬂnmi to the state Duma they
{did, under certain conditions, euter
| inta clectoral bloss with the Men-
| sheviks or the Social Revoluticu-
‘arles, on the second ballot. ‘1hat
ig &ll, No common “programs,’”’ [o
commaon and permanent institulions,
no repunciation of the criticism of
temporary allles. Buch  eplaodic
agreements and compromises, con-
fined steletly to practical atmis—
aml Lenin never spoke of any otleer
kind—have absolutely nothing in
common with the People's Froast
which represents a conglomerntion
of heteragenous orgnnizations, o
|I:H:IE term allinnee between differ-
ent classes, thal are bhound for amn
entive perlod—and what a period!
== cemmon progesm and aoeom-
men policy, the poliey of parades,
declamations, amd of throwing up
amokescreens, The People’s Fromt
will fall to pieces at the first seri-
ous best, amd deep fissures witl open
up in all of its component goctions,
The poliey of the People's Fron: ia
the policy of betrayal,

The rule of Bolshevism on the
question of bloes reads: march sep-
arately, sirike together! The rule
of the leaders of the preseat Come
futern is: march together in order
io be smashed separately. Let thess
goentlemen hold on 4o Stalin and
Dimitrov, but leave Tenin in peace!

Is France Saved from Fascism |

It iz impossilbe to read without
indignation {he declarations of the

bragging leaders who allege that
the [Meople's Fropt has “sawved”
Franwce from Fasclsm., In point of

fact, they mesn only to say that
L mmtuanl encourngement “saved”
the scared heroes from thelr exag-
gorated fears. For how long¥ i
tween Hitler's first uprising and
his coming to power, & decade
clapsed, which was marked by fre-
quent ebbs and flows, At that time,
the German Hlums aod Cachios
ales n=ed 4o procloim more than
onee Lheir “vietory™ over national
gocinlism. We refused to helleve
them, and we were not mistaken.
Thiz experience, however, has
taught the French cousing of Wels
aed Thaeclmann nothing,. In Gere-
many, to be sure, the Communists
did mot participate n the People's
Fromf, which united the social de-
macrasy with the bourgesis  left,
and the Catholie Center (“the alli-
ance  petween the  proletariat and
the middle clpsses™!  During that
pericd the Comintern rejected even
fighting agreements betwesn work-
ing  ecloss  organizations against
Fascism, The resalts are quite well
known, The warmest sympathy to
Thaelmann as the captive of execn-
tioners cannot deter nug from saying
that hiz policy, Le, the polley of
Stalin, did more for Hitler's wvie-
tory than the poliey of Hitler him-
aelf, Having turned fitself inside
put, the Comintern now applies in
Franee the quite familiar policy of
the German Hoeclal Democracy, 1Is
it really so difficalt to foresee the
regults 7

The coming parliamentary elec-
tions, no matter what their out-
coe, will not In themselves bring
any serions changes inte the situ-
ation : the votera, in the Adal anal-
¥sls, are confronted with the choice
between an arbiter of the type of
Laval and an arbiter of the type,
Herriot-Daladier. Bot inasmuch as
Herriot has peacefully eollaborated
with Laval, and Dwmladier has sup-
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Dubinsky Finds a Haven

in Roosevelt Camp

David Dubinsky, head of the In-

ternational Ladies Garment Work-
eya, has declared his support of
Rogsevelt, Another long-time mem-
ber of the Socialist Party, Hmil
Rieve, president of the American
Federatlon of Hoslery Workers,
pughed through bis union conven-
tion A resolution endorsing Roose-
velt, The Genernl Executive Board
of  the Amslgamated Clothing
Workers voted likewise, Joseph
Schlossberg being the only one re-
ported to bhave wvobed against the
proposal. Among those wotlng with
Blduey Hillman were Abraham
Miller, Louis Hollunder and Samuyel
Levin, Old Guard Socialista, while
Leo Hreyckl, matlonal ¢halrman of
the Secialist Party, iz asserved Ly
the New Leader to have merely
abstained on the vole,
These {raitors give as their ex-
cnge for supporting Roosevelt the
prepogterous claim  that Roosevelt
will snve the labor movement from
reaction, They speak of Roosevelt
im muech the same terms with which
the German Soclallsts sapported
Hindenhurg in 1382,  Fortunately,
thete 2 this difference in the pnal-
gy the German bureauncracy
dragged the whole Zocialist move-
ment along with them, while in
Ameriea the main forces of the
Aocialist Party continue to fAghi
for an independent  proelefacion
COUTSE,

Thus the treachery of the Dubin-
gskys and the IRieves stands out
still more nakedly as the treachery
of wnion bureaserats who  have
reached a polnt in thelr degenera-
tion where they drop even the pre-
tense of being Bocialists,

Logic of Right Wing . Policy

Their treachery is the inevitable
outcome of the Right wing Social-
it policy of the last two decndes

in  ithe “Socianlist-controlled” uan.
ioma, Built by  elass-conscions
workers, these unions were from

the first ollicered by Soclalist Party
members.  Even when & buread-
eraey developed in these nnions and
crystallized during the war vears,
it had to continge to render lip-
service to the Socialism adhered fo
by the most active union members,

But after dhe 1999 split in the
Hocialist Party. there censed to be
even the semblance of a Socialigt
poliey pursuwed uwnder party direc-
tion In fhe wunions, Under the spe-
clons formuln of "w-nperalim with
the unnions, not trying to dominate
them," the Hillguit leadership col-
laborated with the union bureau-
eracy in its class-collaboration pol-
iey, itas venality, its persecation of
the militant onion members. When
rank and file BSoclalists protested
againat this course, they were told
by Hillguit that & would e a
erime against the unlong if Soclal-
lst union members joined together
[to formulate a policy for a union.

Living and Acting Like Bosses

Thus [recd by Hillquit from any
posaible  restraining Influence of
the Hoclallat rank and file, the
Dabinskys were frec to develop all
the repalsive characteristics of a
reformist trade union bureancracy
in an era of relative capitalist sta-
bility, Never called upon to give
an acconnting of themselves to the
Bociallst rank and fAle, much leas
called upon to collaborate with the
Hoclalst workers in formulation of

ported them both, the diference be-
tween them is entirely insignificant,

if measured by 4the scale of the
tasks set by history,
(To ba ownldinsd )

the Fasciats turping into “respecta-
ble conservatives," Ludwilg Lore
prophetically foretold In his eolumn
a few days before the elections that
the “French Fasclsts Seem  About
ta Join the 3J<toed Horse'"; and
Ganneés and the Dally Worker
shout with him that “Fifty Million
Frenchmen Can't Be Wrong!"
{April 20), and that “Fascism was
effectually smashed by the results
of the elections on Bunday in
Franee." (H, Ganoes o DWW,
April 28).

Fascist bullets and knivea can-
not be exorclzed by ballots, not
even by guch maglicians as Lore or
Gannes,

While the misleaders of the
French working class are celebrat-
ing the “defeat” of Fascism, the
agencies of fimance capital are
swinging Into action.

Finance-Capital Into Aection

Even though the leftward move-
ment of the masszes is being dissi-
pated by the bankrupt and reac-
tionary labor burenucracies of the
CF. oand the &F., it constiiotes a
dire threat of the ruléers of France.
They mean o stem the movement
and sow demoralization eveéen be-
fore the ron-offs. The prices on the
atork market are tumbling, and
preparations arve being completed
to auspend the threat of devaluat-
ing the franc (which can be done
by the bankers whenever they
choose) over the victory-drunk

Under the cover of these moves,
the Fascist hordes, now numbering
close to THUME are being prepated
for more intensive operationa on
the exira-parliamentary feld, With
gun amd knife the armed thugs will
tey to stem the tide and te spread
the demoralization. for which the
policies of the People's Front lay |
the foundation. In short, instead
of belng croshed, Fascism will pro- |

policy, the Dubinskys Iived ke
bosses,  Aacted ke boases, and
thought like bosses: the paycholo-
gy of the employers becomes far
mware akin to such bureaucrats than
the paychology of  the workers
whom they dominste 2o ruthlessly,

80 long as the Communist Farty
was 4 revolutionary organization,
whose organized fractions In the
teade unlons confronted the Social-
ist bureaverats with the needs of
the workers, the Dublnskys found
it easler to maintain their control
by metaining thelr Scciallst mem-
bership, thus being able to assert

that thelr differences with the
Communisgt Party was one within
the proletnriat, But with the de-
generation of the Communist Party,
and itz resultant impotence in the
unions, this restraining influence
dizsappeared,  Meanwhile, the gen-
eration of Scecialist workers who
built the needle trades unions has
been dying off. The younger gen:
erntion which has taken thelr place
were not met by organized Social-
1et activity whith drew them into
the party; and these who went fo
the Soclalist Party on their ‘own
inftiative were repelled by the fact
that they and the Dublinskys “were
members of the =ame party. It is
A sobering fact to realize what a
small percentage of the present
nnfon membership even vole BSo-
ciallst or Communist, as compared
to the aolid Sociallst ranks of the
generation which bullt these un-
long

Thas the stage has long been set
for the treachery of the Dubinskys.
They have been treachersus in fielr

cead to redouble [ts activities,
There are clear signs, however,
that the ¥French workers have
learned Ffrom the experience of
Italy, Germany, Austris, and Spain,
The stroggle will be decided not in
Parlinment but in the streets; and
the revolutionary cadres under the

brnner of the Fourth International ®

|nre making thelr presence already

felt.

whobe epurse in the unlons, Thera
anly remained that they should set
the formal seal on this treachery
by coming out in support of capls
talist politiclans,

Bo lomg ms the Old Guard re-
mained in control of the Socialist
Party, the Dubinskys found the
mantle of Socialism asefal encegh
#0 that they réfrained from mak-
ing open commitments with *capl-
talist peliticlans {(in New TYork,
however, they tacitly supported
Governor Lehman). But with the
collapse of the Old Guard, the Du-
tinskys dared not remalpn “Soclial-
isi=" any longer.

Dae has only te read the full—
A laudatory—reports in the New
peader, April 25, of Dubinsky's
spproches  before  the cloakmakers
and the United Hebrew Trades, to
=p¢ plearly his real animus. His
pitnek on the Communists and on
the united fromt for Moy Day 1
jusl window-dressing,.  The source
of his rage I8 the fact that the
Militant Socialists have adopted a
policy of organized Socialist activi-
ty in the teade unions and are
building Soeinlist Leagues o {for-
mulate and earey out policy in the
untong, This, according to Dabin-
sky, §s & “"Communist assanlt oo the
unions”  “Dubinsky deplored what
he characierized as the attempt by
the Socialist Party, under the lead-
ership of the left wing group, to
dictate pollcies to the laboer unlons,
and abondonment of the policy of
cooperation with the trade upions*”
Duabingky wept for the good old
davs of Hillgoit:

“The party of Morvris Hillguit
had won the reputation {or seeking
10 work harmonlously with the 1a-
bor movement, amd now the So-
clalist Party, wnder the leadership
of Norman Thomas, endeavors to
gplit amd disrupt the lobor move-
I]ll}.'l‘.'lT_.“

Dubinsky's Haired of “Militants’

Here i the eoot of Dubinsky's
hate and fear of the Millant So-
clallsts ; and well may he fear. For
despite their present weaknesses,
the Soclalist Leagues in the unions
constitute the most serlous threat
to the Dubingkys in a decade. In
dhese leagues, inevitnbly, the So-
clalist workers will hommer ont a
clags-struggle union policy and
come Lo grips with the boreaucrats,

We are sure that these Soclalist
workers, who know Dubinsky and
hiz Hke at close range, are happiest
of all that these traliors Are no
longer members of {he Socialist
Party. A deadening welght has
been 1ifted from the shoulders of
the Soclalist workers; they are
freer o pecrnlt the masses in the
uniots (o Soecializm,

1t is unfortunate that the Dubin-
gkys were permited to take the
initiative and choose their own op-
portunity to  leave the Soclalist
Party. They should have been
driven out long ago by the party
on ita own imitiative. The workers
domineered and oppressed by the
bureaucrats would have hagd all the
more regpect for the Boclalist Party
had it done so. Nevertheless, the
fact that the Dublnskys are no
longer covered by the mantle of
Soclallsm 1z a good, healthy slgn
of the leftward development of the
Boclalist Party, Glven a continua-
tlon of ihis development, and one
Dubineky will be replaced by &
thoneand honest workers,

We refrain from commenting at
length on the truly disgusting be-
havior of the Old Guoard Sscialists.
Dubingky sbandons Socialism and
jamps on the Roosevelt bandwagon.
Mot a waord of reproof from the Old
Guard Soclalists! Instead, they
give columng and columns to his
ballyhoo for Roosevelt and attacks
on the Militant Soeciallsta, The Old
Gugrd tsunts Erzyekl for abstaln-
ing on the Roosevelt vote in the
Amalgamated; and if £ 15 troe,
Erzyckl deserves the severesi freat-
ment. But not a word In the New
Leader about the three official and
slxr non-party Old Guardists who
voted for Roosevelt! ‘The most
likely explanation is that the Old
Guard iz leaving the door open for
them to follow Dublnsky, Rieve,
Miller, et al, into the Roosevell
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WORKERS

Pretect Yourselves Against the
Hazards of Life. Joln the

WORHMEN'S BICK & DEATH
BENEFIT FUND OF THE US.

16884-1935

Organized, managed by and fur
workera with only one purpose:
to render protection to members
and thelr families, and to sup-
port all endeavors and struggles
for the Improvement of tollers

About 50,000 members organ-

Ized In 35 branches,
BR.400,0040.

Death benefit groded ageocord-
Ing to age at entry. Blck benefit

paFments from $225 to $900—to
men atd women, according to

classes.

Monthly gssemments from 460
to $2.10,

For further information apply
to Maln Office:

114 Seneca Ave, Brooklyn, M. X,

Resarves




