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Analysis

By A. 4. MUSTE

The analysis of the recent strike
in the Gowdyear Tire and Robber
plants in Akron centers about three
potni=s: e role snd temper of tho
girikers themselves: the role of
union officials and in particular
John L. Lewls's Committee for In-
dustrinl Orgnnization: and that of
the working-class political parties
and groups,

In tackling the Goodyear Com-
pany, the strikers were pitting their

forees against the biggest of {he
tire and robber companies, which
hod one of the oldest, and nntil the
recent sirike most  “soeceessful”
company unions, and which had
very  Important eonmections  with
big eotporations in steel and other
Induztries, Thus Tom Girdler of
Repuhlic Stesl iz on the Goodyvear
Board of directors and offersd his
steike-brenking troops to Gosdyear.
On the olher band; the intensely
competitive slituation existing in the
industry was favorable to the steik-
ers in that Goodyenr conld not af-
ford to lose husiness to olher com-
panies,  From another standpsing
it was this very competitive situs
ation leading the companies to de-
¥ise means to cut labor costs which
bronght the combination of wage-
cuts, speed-up, incfensed hours and
lny-offs hy the Goodyear Company
against which the workers revolted,

Vigilantes Crushed

The militaney and solidarity of
the Goodyenr strikers marked the
high point in the class gtrogele for
1936 and fn some respecis for the
entire recent perlod in Amerlean
labor history. Before the Goodyear
men were agsutcd of sapport even
from their own local and interna-
tional wndon, they closed down (he
Goodyear plant and militantly and
successTolly defied an  injonetion,
Immuodiately thereafter the workers
in  the Firestone nand Goodrich
Mants amd in most of the other i
dugtries in Akron as well as the
Project Workers Unfons were mob-
lized. They were st to pour ont
of the plonts on masse and insti-
tute a Eenceal strike of any at-
tempt by any nErncy to Lreak the
Goodyear picket  line by foree,
When in one of the last weeks of
the strike, the company inspired
the orgnnization of a vigilante or-
gnnization on o lnrge  seale apd
pablicly  appenled  for  viclence
ngainzt the strikers and their lend-
TR, 8ix (housnnd strikers gnihored
on the pleket line openly  armed
with clubs and other weapons and
challenged the vigilantes to do their
worst.  After all their loud talk,
the so-called “Torces of law and or-
der” dlecided that thelr aim was
simply to rally public opinjion for
Aan early settlement of the strile
The strikers maintained thelr ranks
and their spirit te the very end.
Whatever was gained, in the sirike,
and that was considerable, wag
Ealned beconse of this,

Role of ©.1.0,

The role of Tewis's Committes for
Industrinl Organization in the Ak-
ront strike, as In other situations in
this porkod, was pat o simple one
mnd na simple and eompletely fnal
estimnbe of 11 {8 posuible, Thore §s,
o the e il nao guestfon ot
the GOy vl eontelbntions o
the =vike, The mornl Infdnenes of
ite =nppeat eaunted for o Eond denl,
The frained orzanizers  =ent intn
Akron by the Committer had an fimn-
portant shnre in building wp ihe
exeellont sfrike organbaition,  The
Tact of COLOL crnlorsement doullloss
helped in setting lnansjal TN
from vnbon bedies thronghowt tho
catniry, thomgh that siven by the
CLOY ol e smions ailitintod willy
it was ntterly inslgnifeant,

There js however, muael  to Tk
sald on the other =ide. The .10,
ame owt In suppect of the sirike
only after the workera had  shat
down the plaut, T8 made wo offort,
although repenatedly wrged to do so
by milltan® sirikers, to extrml the
gtrike to Goodvear plemts in other
eities, nn  elementary  stop. Ty
sprech and action C.T0. represen.
tarives sought to fone down rafher
thaw capitallze fo the whmest Mo
the militancy of the Akrom work.
eT’.  They nzreed fo permit tres
fo be moved ont of the plant though
the strikers were mgninst it and
there 1= cvery rensom to helieve that
rallrond wen scongd not have maved
any Ireight enrs if a picket line

had been  maintained nerogs  the
tracksa,

An Ageney for Roosevelt

That the (LLO. §5 an ageney for
rallying Roosevelt sopport from

among the unions and the workers .

generally has been openly demon-
sirated sinee the close of the Ak-
ron strike with the organization by
TLewis, Hillman, Berry ete, of the
Non-Partisan Labor Committes, The
Akron strike furnished an illusteas
tion of the equivocal role to which
thiz Yends In strike siteations. It s
generally understood that the “in-
Auemee" of Lewis and other trade
unfoniste with Roozevelt had an
important bearing on keeping the
militin out of Akron—Iin an elec-
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tion year in a key state, But this
menns, for ong thing, that in ."Erﬂ.t'
itude™ voles are to be coralled for
Itoozevelt amd for another thing
L it the strikers mosi e restrain-
=] om0 Lthoat dlke politicians may
Hausibly eoptend that there is real-
Iy no need for calling out the mil-
itim, Obviously, too, it is fantastic
to suppose that labor leaders whe
basze themselves upon ltoosevelt can
pesE=ibly push employers in the ba-
sie indusiries o o settlement that
teosts them  anything  Aud  this
poknt Ig of crocinl importance in
considering the strike settlements
which the 1.0, will sapport or be
“forced”™ to moke in sltwations ke
Akron.

The MeGrady Arbitration

How the CLO. was prepared to
aecept  the MoGready arbitration
proposed at the beginning of the
strike, The ofect of accepling it
wonld mnguestlonably have been a
betrayal of the stelke, The role of
the O.EO. representatives in the
Marelh 14 "settlement” which was
rejected is not whoelly clear. That
iv mot the case with regard (o the
Isfareh 21 terms, the acceplance of
| which brought the strike to an end.

Adlmittedly these lerms Were ab
improvement on those of the pre-
vioms week,  Admittedly also they
vilid not offer the strikers even that
‘minimum {(of asswrance, {or exam-
'[rlu, that Goodyvear wounld ne longer
linance the company unlon, Ner pec-
opnize jts  representotives)  which
they had laid down in a compro-
mise proposal. from which already
coertain  Important  demands  had
bern eliminated, the previons week.
It is nlse n matter of poblle record
that the CLLO. représentatives sud-
denly Innnched fhe most vigorons,
cven foverish, pnblie activity in ors
der fo get the strikers to vote for
the meceptanee of these terms and
A Winad up the strike. If the CIO.
oppesed aeceplance of fhe March 14
termz, It haz: (o explain what in-
ieedd §L to make auel frantic ef-
furds to put over only slightly im-
proved terms o week later. There
i# not the slightest indieation of
any important change dorlsg that
fnterval either in the genera]l ob-
Jeetive sltoation or in the temper
of the strlkera, In the effort fo et
ovier the dMareh 21 terms the C.LO,
representatives whoe had themselves
lieem  the  object of O, Nelzon
Sparks’s “red scare” campaign dur-
ing the week pot on a2 “red scare™
ngninst the Workers Party, Commun-
nigt  Pariy, “radicals" geoerally
nnd  the present writer by pame,
steaping lower than AF. of L. re-
gotionuries have ever gone in sim-
ilar situations in which I have been
invalved by =aying o reporters that

IArkron Strik;—
/_'\_nd t!'le Role ofithe ClIO

fio be laid down in public and pri-

[ must be aeting for o strike-brenk-

ing agency which just wanted the
strike prolonged so a8 o make mon-
ey by cracking workers’ heads, It
was in such an atmosphere of hys-
terla that the strikers voted to ge-
cept the March 21 terms and ended
the atrike, after the more militant
elements among them had crlticized
the terms and indicated their pref-
erence for continuing the fAght, bot
atated thelr readiness to accept loy-
nlly whatever decizion might be
taken by the majority.

Now in the first ploce any child
can see that the terrifle effort that
was required, the barrage that had

'i'i'L'f'E, to put the gettlement over dis-
peaes completely of the argument
that elther the general run of strlk-
erE or the more conscious, militant
elements were tived or discouraped
or for whalever reason wanied to
gct back to work on pretty much
nny terms,

How the Agresment Carried

Secondly, it disposes of the argu-
ment that the terms themselves
were 80 clear and =20 desirable from
the sirikers’ point of view that any
eritleism or apposition eould spring
anly from dense Igneranee or actual
treason to the wnion, The Rubber
Workers officlals and the C.LO.
were able to put them over only by
taking & vote in an atmosphere of
hysteria amd withaut glving the
sirikers a minute for resl study of
the terms Two large sheots of
mimeographed material of a wvery
complicited noture were handed
them s they come to the mesting
where the vote had to be ta¥en, and
this In spite of the fact that the
stribkers had been told two davs be-
fore that they wonld be glven sev-
eral doys to study the proposals,

One argument thnt has been pre-
sepled by defendecs of the CLO.
rale s that (unds were low, moncy
for feeding sirikers was running
ot nned the sirikers were afraid to
g on nnder these  clrcoumstanees,
One unwillingly admits the audae-
ity of the eynlelsm that s fmplied
here, 1t s generally agresd that
the C L0, with some of the might-
frst nnions in the comntry attackhed
tee it gave a paltey few thowsand
dollars to the strike fund. Let us
restenin any indignation which the
situntion might eccaslon, and sim-
ply observe that no group which
thinks that the employers in the ba-
gie industries in this country can
b licked on the basis of putilng a
few thousand dollars into & strike
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wishes and the lead of the C.I.0O.
muell more might have been won.
It taxes ounr credolity to  pretty
near the breaking point to belleve
thiz, An grganization with preatige
and moeney offers a victory and &
anien o Eroup of pew and am-
bitlous wunion leaders om a sllver
platter, and the latter decline the
gift?

But let us assume there ls some
bagig for the l-lﬂ'l.lﬂlﬂlll, then what
follows?  That these weak-kneed
lepders and thelir course must be
backed up by the kind of red-bait-
ing campaing Germer of the C.LO.
along with Buarns of the Rubber
Workers launched in the closlng
hours of the atrike? That the “heat™
must b furned on 0% Wos Iﬂ-llltl.-l:, N
the militants among the strikera to
foree them against thelr will to ae-
copt thiz situation? Obvioosly, if
the job of orgamnizing the basle in-
dustriez 1s to be taken seclously,
then in such a crisis o (supposedly)
genuine and Ccompetent lé-ﬂ.ﬂEr.Ehlﬂ
must flind means of rallving the
mansses as against a false and in-
compefent leadership, We may sur-
mise that John Lo Lewls who still
miintaing  arbitrary  provislonal
prealdencies under his own direct
control in most of the soft coal dis-

to see eye to eve with the rank and

olher regzon for concloding thot he
caonnat be relied upon to see the
Job of arganization in the basic in-
dustries through.

There 18 but one logleal conclu-
gion. Whether in 80 many words
or not, Lewiss real master, Le,
Rossevelt and the inferests  and
forces which he represents made it
clear: “This thing bas gone far
ciough,  Gosdyesr is ziving all it
will give without a regular fight
That we will not stond for, We will
not hold back the militia any long-
er. Wind it up st any cosbt™ And
whem it was woumnd up the rubber
companies, Goodyear included, had
the S8 o 40 hour weesk although
only n month before a L8, Idepart-
ment of Labor Commitbes had stag-
el Hatly that there was no excnse
for the abandonment of the 30 hopr
wieek, Furthermore, the companies
Inid the basls for recouping any
losses amd fattening profits by an
inerease in the price of thelr prod-
met !

Parties in fhe Sirike

Finally o word abont the role of
political partes and grouwps. The
local 5.0 In Akron iz small and at-
temptidl  mo distinetive role, The
SP. leaders in Akron were attach-
wd te the CLO. and played no in
dependent part,

The Stalinizts hnd some infloence
on some of the militant rank and
filers. When the “red-baiting” atart-

azninst Geodyear Tire and Rubber
involving fifteen thovnsand ﬂ'urk«era[
can oexpisct to be taken serlonsly, |
Timidity of Local Leaders -
Htill another argument uveed by
the defenders of the C.I.0. role la
that fhe lecal and national officials
of the Rubber Workeras Unlon were
weak and tHmid, did not want a vig-
arons  and  large-seale  stroggle,
would not aslk for money which hod
virtually beenr put at their dispos-
al. If they had only followed the

The S. P.

(Contineed from Pace 1)

thi=z 1= the kind of Labor Party
witielr eonld alome b bnilt on o
nanss lnsis in this eomptry.  And ltl
nndersinnds  (het, wnder present |
cordlitions, the Tabor Party aglin-d
!m:n weane B pHlled ag by for o
iln:wl clleciive wonpon apninsg 1he
| prneEress of revalitinnary  fdeas |
Dompone fle maEses awld the strengih- |
ening of revolntlonary segnnizalion,

Tl O¥lid Goand, then, Is II;:]:I:iuI;!
a principled  awd  oneolnpromising |
Aeht, i fthe whaole, it ag been a
well-fongl Gight.  The occasional
=laniliers Al exaggerations nre per-
s e inevitable concamitants of
such politieal stroggles. The trou-
Ile with thelr fight has been not the
lnck of principled chavacter, huat
that their primciples were wrong
Al i this case, not meerely wrong
froou the polnt of view of the his-
torleal  fnterestz of the working
poelass, bt also ont of lioe with the
Cwishes mogd epinjons of the majority
o Recinlist Party members and en-
rolled voters,

Lessons far the Militants

But, in =pite of the fact that the
Militamis won in the Primary cons
tesr, there are lessons for the AMil-
itnants to learn from the general
charneéter of the fight which the
0ld  Guard conduocted. The cam-
npalgn of the Secinlist Call compnres
in many respecis unfavorably with
the enmpaign of the New Leader.
During the months preceding the
FPrimaries there was only one sub-
siantinl  arficle published in the
Coll making a principled political
nttack on.the Old Guard. In the

Primaries

o Be coneerned  over rieforeiees Lo

Hme intervening hefore the notional
canvintion, the Call has o chanee to
rimedy this defect by setting ltself
the task of clarlfying political is-
anes, of atating and exposing before
the party . membership the preclse
politienl character of the 0Old
Guard and its policles, of Hfting the
atrnggle determinedly from a mere-

plene. Only o this ooy will the
factional siruggle be in the faller
sense dnendionnl nnd invigoraling,
instead of petty aml dizsintezraiing,
for the party as o whole, And only
in this way will the Militonts Iny
ihe firm basiz for hronder and deeg-
or  leftward  developments in the
ilay=e alead,

For this reason, there i occasion

nossibilities o “conciliation with
the Old Gunrd™ which have boon
made sipers the PFrimacie=s. XNatare-
I:||.II'|'. imiividuanl workers who hold
reformist posilions are and should
e cligible for Party memberahip,
li—from whatever motive—they nre
prepared fo work lopally within the
framewnrk of the Party, But here
it i= n question of the Old Guard
ag wuch, The Old Geard, it 1z troe
makes clear that the only poessihle
“eonctlintion”  from s point  of
view would be trinmph for jtself
wmd its ddens: and  conseqoeutly
there Is little probability that any
kimd of actual organizntional con-
eilintion eonld bhe arived at under
nny formmla. Bot the real danger
in talk of “concilintion” iz nor an
organizational gquestion.

Danger of Conelliation |I

The real danger 13 that behind |
such talk there ean readily ercep
& tendeney (o conciliate with Old
Gaunrd ideas and pollicies, a tenden- |
¢y to refreat from the leftward |
front so0 far won, and march back
along the rond of disaster. What
liaz been won can be held only by
buldness, mot by  timidity; soeclal
forces are In contineal motion, and
rositions can be maintained only by
further advanes and atiack, never
by resting in the trenches. The Old
Guard has suffered a sovere seb-
back organizationally; now 18 ex-
actly the time to follow the blow up
with cthers atill stronger, and to
add to the organizational the mope
powerful and more lasting polittenl

ly persomal and organiational

WERPENS,

&l in the closing hours of the gtrile,
the Stalinist  representatives  took
to crawling on their bellies before
the pnfon burcaverats in the ab-
Ject manner which hasg become 50
femillar by pDow and 80 easy for
them. Ther declaréd oneritienlly
for the settlement terms before gee-
ing theéem omd lald any opposition
that waa being voleed at the door
of “erazy Trotskyists,™ This, de-
gpite ihe fnet that one who reands
between  the lines of the Daily
Worker  artleles following  the
sirike, gets even there a conflrma-
tion of every criticism we have
maile in this article. In exchange
the C.P, recelved an “apology™ from
Vice D'resident Durns of the Ruhb-
ber Workers Union for having in-
cludidd them among the coritics of
hig econrse, To date they seem not
yol 1o have gotfen o similar public
vote of confidence from John L.
Tewis or even from Adolph Germer
bk perlinps these will also®be ob-
tained eventually—Ior o priee!

The Workers Parly grounp in Ak-

file or Insurgents as agalnst officials |
in guch situations, But that is an- | Winated to all intents and parposcs

Unification of the Unemployed

~ and

(Continued from Page 1)
tions, polides in general, can or
should be excluded from the organ-
ization of the ppemployed or of any
other group of workera, It wonld
b even more absord to try this
nmong the jobless than almost any-
where else. For, whereas the aver-
age trade unionist directly confronts
Iis “individual boss”™ every day in
ithe week ond the “political state™
ouly Iniregeuntly, the uwnemployed
worker [aces the “political state”™—
the government—every single day
of his life. This important fact,
stressid by more than one delegate
b the eonvention, should be enough
te indicate how exceptlonally pre-
pusterous it wonld be to attempe o
rule oul “political  questions™  in
siwch  n

Itwllst  govermment, o
vlazs politics
The convention

working

wiz divided, so

tricts of the UMW, is not likely | to speak, into two parts. The first

was devoled to the sesslons of the
olil Workers Alliabee, which cul-

when the resolution in favor af
nnity was adepted by ABD over-
whelming majority of the wotes.
The second part was participated
in by all the fusing groups and it
wag here thet the elections of the
offieers and the National Executive
Bogrd apd the adoptlon of resole-
tlong took place. Apart from the
frot that every single session was
prosided ovwer by the same chalr-
nu-—a cnstom which we do nol
Bl ]IHaElh:,' or fitting in the labar
e l=—there were olher  fea-
tures of the convention which re-
vealed what we cousider ifts essen-
tial mumld very serious  wenkmpess:
the absenee of firm. consistent amnd
well-prepared guldance.  With the
exeeption of the guestion of unifica-
ticay if=elf, on wlhich the leadership
of the W.AA, took a positive and
grnerally correct stand, s  salls
were 80t in sncel o manoner on vire
tually every oflwr convVention gques-
tioe that they conld be blown by
winds from almest any direction.
What the Stalinizsis Wanied

With the bulk of the National
Fnemployed Lengne Boving merged
inte fhe Workers Alllance éeven
prior to the general nmalgamation,
the eszentln]l problem before the
convention hoilisd dowy to the M-
#an between the Allianee, led by
militnnts of the Sociallst Party,
aml  the Unemplovment Conneils,
led by the Stalinists

MNow, nlthongh only a reactionary
would oppose nnification with the
Councila becanse they are headed
by Binlinisis, at the same tlme only
a miraculously nalve person wWonld
throw prodence and vigilanee to
the winds when effecting sueh @
unification. For a grown-up per-
gon to e taken In by the plous
hnmillty and amicableness of Ben-
Jamin, whe represented the Coun-
cite, §s wreally  imexcnsable.  The
Snlinisls are motivated in  theie
conduct by the interests of the -
cmmloved ta approximalely  the
spme exient thint the writer iz ani-
mated In his actions by his concern
over (he flora and fonna of sunken
Atlantls.

To put the maftter bluntly and
mpuarely, T(he Btalinistzs today see
i the maevement of the gnemplored
—a% in every other movement=—i{1)
a vehicle for the formation of thedir
frmaedan et “Farmer - Lahoar® or
"eople’s™ party, aml (20 a0 e
eriiting groond for the war of {lw-
Pgond,  pencedoving”  fnipevinlists
azalnst 1he b, bellicose” fmperd-

oy has _frl'[' twa yenrs been in close P alizie, preswmably in the luterests
touch with the militanls amoeng the lof the “dofonse™ of the Soviet T7n-

rubber workers, Threough them thﬂ*'k

played o highly creditalbe part in
the =irike in loe with the policies
sketehed in thiz artiedle. The Ak-
ron strike, like nll the recent strikeo
struggles, demonstrated the key
position of a gronp of progressives
aid miliftanta incinding conscions
revalntlonary elements, The better
organization of these elements i
noerving need,

To suommarize: Militante must
make every pst that ean be made
of the C.1.0O, They rightly support
nny specific correct measure  for
which the CLO. may stand, for
cxample indnstrial as against eraft
nnionlom. At ho time can  they
gimply  uneriticnlly  idemtify them-
srlvies with the CLO, or foster the
illusion that the C.I.0. o8 such can
b trusted to carry throngh the ter-
riflc stroggles which we are bonnd
to see In the hasic industries.

The solldarity and militandéy dis-
Mayed by the Goodyear strikers
angd their fellow-workers In Akron
achieved substantinl results. They
tied up the great Goodyear plants
They smashed an njunction, They
made a farce out of the vigllante
movement. They forced Qoodyear
o megotinte with a unlon commit-
tee, They won gome concesslons in
the settlement. They lald the foun-
dation of a union, having proved to
themselves that they could stick to-
pether and fight. They are carry-
ing thelr struggle forward now fin
the plants—well aware that the
fight has not ended buot has just be-
Eun in real earnest.

ion. That 8 why their energies

[ were bent #=0 cxclusively  townrds
jeminifting  the new  organizntion

b thelr views on these subjeels, or
preventing eommiiiments to  con-
teare views, and, te further thess
endds, towards abiaining as firm—
even B anonymons-=n  omensure of
control of the new organization as

T o o o o o e e e e e e
APRIL ISSUE OF THE
NEW INTERNATIONAL
IS OUT

Articles by Troisky, Sidoey
Hook and many others. A erifi-
cism by George Soule, editor of
the Mew Republic, and a reply
by George Novack. "Will Roose-
velt be Re-elected/™ by John
West; “What Is fhis Business
Revivall™ by Arne Swabeek; and
much other material,

Order from The New Interna-
tional, 55 Easi 11th Sireet, New
York, N. Y.

E e
IMPORTANT NOTICE

Maurice Spector will speak on
the “Changing Line-up in Eure-
pean Diplomacy,” dealing specifl-
eally with the question of “Sane-
tons,” at Irving Plaza Hall, £
PM. Sunday, May 3. THERE
WILL BE NO MEETING ON
BUNDAY, APRTL 26.

mavement—>iwe they ques-_'
tivns of capitalist polities, the cap-|

AReport of the Recent
Convention at
| Wa;hingtnn B

the relatlonship of forces and their
| renowned  skill at  manipulation
would permit.

‘Militants' Disorganized

To the extent that the organiza-
thon of the wonemploved most deal
wilth such problems—and it is im-
nossible and  incorrect to  avaid
them entirelv—it was the job of
the progressive elements in the
convention (o counter the tactics
of the Stalinists, More easily sald
“thomn done, however !

The Stalinists came to the con-
vention in the usual manner, They
werg prepared in advanes toe aet
on every questlon, and what s
mare, to act a8 one man In &
word, they were a disciplined po-
litienl force,  The same canoot be
sald of the Bocialists. Except for
[debermon of Plttaburgh and one
or two ofhers, the Old Guoard of
the B.I°, was not even represented
at the convention (Work among the
lowly jobless 2 hardly o dignified
seeupation for a respectable social
democrat 1. Bot while {he bulk
af the Bocinlists in the W.AA, are
supporters, In the 8P, of the M-
tant=, amnd cven ¢ount among the
best Left wing clemcents, thers wos
ne uotiecable unity, and certaindy
n  efficleney i actlon, in thelre
conduet during the convention,

No Unity in Action st Meel

O those guestions In which the
Stallnists are vitally  Interested—
nivd  Fightly  so:  evervbody  else
should also be—anch as the Farmer-
Labor party, the C.P, representa-
fives showed both aggressiveness
amd unity., Barring isolated enszes,
the representatives of the 5 I~
showed nelther quality. It was evi-
dent to the observer that oot only
did the 8. P. Militonts nt the cone
vention display a deplovable lack
of unity of opinlon (which iz fav
from a vice, providing the prevail-
ing opinion is a correct oned, huk
what is worse, this lack of harmo-
nions view was iranslated on the
conventlon floor, in  negotintion
commitiess and in ofher commit-
tees, inte n lack of unity in action
—that is, into an absence of disel-
mline.

The entively proper sentiments of
many of the 5P, Milltants fto or-
gandxe n unity of action, while it
resilted in remedring conditions in
somie mensare, did not prove aoff-
clently effective in attaining that
necessary  level of discipline  par
ticularly demamded by the presenes
aof the organized Btalinist phalans,

The Farmer-Labor Parly

We lUmit ourgelves to o few jlios-
trations.

There were really three
repréfented in the ¢onventlon on
e “Farmer-Labor”  party:  the
familine Stalinist view: the & I8
Miirants' view in favor of a “‘gen-
wine® Fnrmer-Labor party ot not
in 1EG: amd  the revolutionary
Marxian view held by many of the

views

Unemploved League. Arowsed out
nf thelr hivpeeriticn]l meckness when
the quextion nrose foward the very
cill of the convention, the Stalin-
ists stormed aml shonted from floor
anid  platform In favor of {heic
standponint. A few Socinlisfz alsa
tnnk the fAoor for contradictory
speeches in line with their own
views,  But the represcuntatives of
fiwe Thisd fendeney sooght in vain
for even the five minwoes alloited
fn listnssion speakors.

Tmportant for our  thene, how-
ever, §s the fneg that, leaving apart
the principle differences we have
with the Militants on the guestion
of the FILP., they are entirely cor-
recl in their resistunce to any com.
mitbment=a that wonld tie them to
the kite of n Staliniz Farmer-Lalor
Pary hoax in the 1036  elections.
Neverthweless, even  (hough  they
werg presumably o minority in the
conventlon. the Stalinistz virtnally
shonted fhrongh o “substitute mo-
ton™ by thelr spokesman, Welsman,
worded in o=uch a1 manner as  to
leave the deor wide open for the
C.I". agents in fhe WA A to man-
euver the orgauization infoe  pre-
cirely the postion the -Socialists do
nat woant to take, How? Mainly
Becginee the Stalinlste acted on the
rule of every man as one, while the
Soclalizts acted mainly on the rule
of everr man for himself,

The War Quoestion

Similarly on the question of war.
With trifling exceptions in formu-
Intion, the resolution originally
dralied by some of the Milltants in
the W AA. was flawless from a
working class standpoint. It pledged
thé organization not to support the
capitalist government of the TL8.
in any war it may wndertake, re-
gardless of who its alies may be.

Mow, this last clanse fs far from
a trifle, for if yon wish, it iz aroond
this “trifle” that the” Stalinists are

already  recrubfing  troops  for

delogotes of the former Natlonal |

the Task Ahead

&

French imperiallsm. Are the Stal-
ists agninst imperialist war? Ab-
asolutely ! They will vole agalost it
any day In the week and twice on
Lenin's birthday.  Buat, if the ime-

‘| perinlist government lights & war

agalnst another imperialist govern-
ment in alliznee with the Soviet
Union, then, do you sec, it 8 mo
lomger an imperlalist war. Or, if
the “capitalist” government s al-
Hed with the Soviets in a war
agalnst anoiber “eapitalist™ gov-
proment, fhe former somehow cpag-
g8 to be “quite” @ eapitalist gov.
ernment and iz war s not “guite”
a capitalisl war.

1z this merely a guestlon of pet-
ty factional bickering between Stal-
inists nond Marxists? If it is, then
at the same time it involves noth-
ing leza than the life of the labor
movement, ond Hlerally, the lives
of millions of workers in (he world
war to come. It i3 sueh o “trifle”
that the hawk-eved Stallnists
promptiy pounced upen it, with the
resalt that the phrase underlioed
above was deleted from the final
draft of the resolution, The Stal-
inkzis were vigllant, aggressive, ore-
ganizel.  The Militanis were not,
with the result that they coded
ground where they hed moe need to,

where they shonld, instead, have
|ﬂﬂ.'-'ﬂlme~u.i,
| The “Independents™

The eontrost of  droness  and

lowrsepesa, manifested An these two
situnilons, was pot absent in other
convention  ficlds.  The Councils
acted as a o unit. as did the CE.
stooge organizniioms in the =o-
called “imdependent cancnsg™ which
wag rigged and iramed with all the
experiness (it omes from years
of Btalinist training. The W.A A
acted Hke anything but o unit in
the convention, and the 5, P ALili-
tnnts aeted like anything but a
it in the W.AA  Hesnlt: the
work of the 2talinistz was facili-
tofed, Dofh politienlly and organiz-
tionnlly, Fven flagrant (and char-
nefervistie?) aets of Jdigloyalty of
the Sraliniastz—snch ag was involved
in the viclotlon of agrecmoent made
LUt 1'EIFE‘E'$|§'|:'I|ZI'II|.EIII from the “inde=
pedent  cpnens'—eould net  be
connferncted by  the unorganized
Bocialisis,

Thiz ig ot only an indleation of
the romd that must st be tray-
elled by the Left wing in the So.
cinlizt Party—a  romd  which the
presenca gt the convention of splen-
did rank amd #file workers gives
high promize that they will take,
et it is alzo a matter which jus-
tifies  apprehensions” about  the
conrse which the Sralinlsts  will
take In the immediate pericd to
follow, during which arrongements
are to e eompleted for the holding
of variouns unification conventions
on siale-wide scales. A repetition
of what happened in Washington,
om an even more Injorlous scale,
iz inevitable, pnless itz leszong are
learned and steps are  taken  aes
cordingly.

The N.UL Delegation

A word remains to be ssid about
the ranks of the former NJUL, Its
jletegation of close to LK men and
|1'-‘Hmn*r| from the ffeld mode an jm-
pressive showing, especially by the
slide wf  the—linaneially—jntinitely
iR Fesonreeinl Stalinist Councils,
Wl convention hod only o score
|mm-|.- in attendonee. A lameniabie
Leantra=t to this showing was mode
ih:,r Arnold Johnson, former national
tuceretary of (he MN.U.L. and belated
||'-uh'i'r".'l.' to Stalini=in after months
ol prateatations of fealty to the
Fourth Internationsl, ]_lnL-s;p.i'ce+ all
ihe C1%, suppoet and Dally Worker
brallylisn belind him. Johnson was
auly nble to muster o good baker's
docen from nowlers in particular
for hiz “convention,” which prompt-
[¥ di==olved into the “independent
caucns,"  The bosiness mecting of
the former N.UL., after a report
Ly o special investiznting commit-
1ee which heard both Johnson and
the loyal officers (Damuglia, Me-
Kinney, Helander), voted unani-
monsly to endorse the action of the
aificers  mentloned In  removing
Johvson from office in the emer-
|gency e had created, amd in join-
ing forces with the Workers Alll-
nmer,

The delegabes present at the X,
L. comvention could count them-
selves among the most dovobed and
experienced front-line  fighters  in
the movement of the upemploved,
and for that matter, in the labor
moverment gonerally, Thelr entry
inte the ranks of the united organ-
ization, reinforced by the election
onte fhe new Natlonal Execotive
Board of sucrh well-known militants
ns Ted Selander of Toledo and Sam
Gordon of Allentown, brings to the
merged movement the best of the
trnditions of the Natlonal TUnem-
ploved Leagoe, the beat of its
fighters, ite experience, its ranks—
constituting, all together, one, and
ok the least, of the guarantees for
the great future of aggressive
truggle {hat the new Alllance has
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