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trials of wreckers were prepared
and organized. One of the men who
“confessed” spoke to me ag follows:
“They kept me in solitary confine-
ment for five months, without news-
papers, without tobacco, without
m¥ belng allowed to recelve pack-
ages (of fond and clothing) o to
see my family. 1 was starved and
tortured by loneliness. They kept
demanding that [ confess myself
guilty of acts of wrecking that
mever took place: I refused to as-
Enme responsibilily for crimes
mever committed—I was afraid of
the consequences of sueh grave
self-necusations, but  the prosecd-
tor kept assuring me that if 1 was
really for the Sovlet power, as 1
sald I was, then I muost prove it
by deeds: the Soviet power was In
need of my confesslons, and there-
fore 1 must glve them. 1 need not
be afrald of the consequences be-
Tause the Soviet power would toke
my unresérved confessions into qe-
count, and glve me an opportonity
to work (he was an engioeer), and
enable me to expiate my sins
through work. [ would immedi-
ately be permitted to recelve visits
from my family, obtsin newspapers
and packages, and go ont for walks,
But if Y persisted in remaining
stubborn and kept mom, I would
be treated rothlessly and not only
fimid myself subjected o repres-
slong but my wife and children
would be persecuted as well. . .
For months I refused to capitulate,
but then things became so hard, 1
wag =0 lonely that it seemed to me
that the fetore could hold nothing
worse in store. In any case, I be-
came  indifferent to  everyihing,
Then I proceeded to slgn everything
the prosecutor demanded.

The consequences? He was im-
mediately permitted to  recelve
newspapers, vishts, books, packages
and was tranaferred to n eommon
cell, The G.P.U. kept its promise,
His lot was Improved by his false
pelf-pecusations (and his accuosa-
tlons of others, although he made
no mention of them directly to
me). But why does the G.P.U, in-
aist upon forcing auch false testl-
mony? Obviously In order to shift
the responsibility for the difficulties
and foflures in the folfliment of
the Five Year Pan from the Gova
ernmeny onto the shoulders of the
engineers—ithat s the answer. In
thiz juwil I later ran across many
slmilar cnszes,

In the Leningrad prisom [ was
aizo freated to  the spectacle of
peoph compelled to spend {he en-
tire doy =tanding In the corridor
before the gdoora of the prosecutor’s
office—withont food or sleep—or,
subjected to 16-24 hours' grilling in
order to foree from them “confed-
gloms" wanted by the G

There = no senee o deloding
omeself that these inguisitorinl tor-
turez arve, If you please, applied
only to rhe representatives of the
former ruling classes, or to the
bovrgeolz  Intelligentsia, and  the
middle elasses. No, They are ap-
plied o workers. [ gaw o sailor
who, onm heing led aut from the
cell, was zeveral times told that he
was going to foce the firing sqomd.
He was led out into the yard, and
then brovght back fo the cell.

“Afrer all, you are n worker. We
don’s want to shoot you down lke
a White Guoard. As a worker you
ghaowld monke a clean  breast of
it. . .

Thwe sallor persizted in refasing
to confess. But as a result of these
tertnres he went half-mad.  Then
e was lefr in poace. They Inslsted
that e eoufess his fdetitlons par-
tictpation in o Actitlous plot against

&

Cotle position of the Young Commu-
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recognized as political prisopers.
Thus, for instanes, the sfudents,
the Commuenist Oppositlonists of
the former Chiness DUniversity »f
Sun Yat Sen in Moscow were ai-
ther shipped to the worst exile

arens  amd  inte concentration

camps where only criminals were
senly or they were simply hand-
ed over for exterminatin to

Chiang Halshek (they wera

placed on board of a ship which

goes from Viadivestok to Shang-
hai).

Comrade Deditch and myself
were removed from Leningrad in
the middle of October. Troe to its
methods, the GP.T. did not tell us
whera we were being taken. Only
in Chelyabinsk did we learn that
our  destination was  Verkhne-
Uralsk. We arrived there on the
evening of November 7. Through-
out the day, from our car windows,
we could observe the October pa-
rades, the celebratlions in the cliles
af ‘Iroitsk, Magnitogorsk, and
other places through  which we
punssid., Everywhere against the
sky rose the foundations, walls and
chimneys of factories, power plants
and indostrial glantg in process of
construction, A new  Ameriea, |
cruel and mighty sprouting  over |
one-slxth of the terrestrial globse . .

The three of us, all Yugoslavs
(eomrade Draguaiteh was brought
there three months later) spent 24
vears (until May, 1033) in the
Verkhne-TUralsk political prizon—(a
political solator, in Huosslan ter-
minology). This prison is an old

The food Is the traditlomal fare
of the poor HRussian moushik:
bread and gruel for dinner and
supper, day in and day out, Lrom
vear to year. In addition we got
a tlny portlon of bad fiah or of
canned, and often balf-rotten meat.
Conflicts broke out several times
over the retlen meat. Once o wWeek
we were given vinaigrette (a sause
made of wvinegar and ofl—Ed.).
“his day was consldered a hollday.
Twae times f year—on May 1 and
on November T—we received a slice
of white bhread. Dot even  this
milest fnd moenetonous fare was
given oz in inadequate guantitles
The portions were &lightly Io-
creased only after the 18-day hun-
ger strike in 1831, The quality,
unforfunately, remained onehanged.

When, in the beginning of 1933,
we began reading in the papers
about the workers® delegutions that
were being sent to Germany to visdt
the prisroners there, we were selzed
with  downreight envy! If some
workers' delegation or a Jdemera-
tie delegation would only arrive
from abroad to pay us a visit, to
take a look at what i3 golng on,
and observe how we are living in
the I:Il‘}-ﬁlﬂlﬂ-. conecntration camps,
und exile! But for seome réfson or
other, the self-same leaders of the
torelgn working elass organlzation,
and the self-same democratic law-
yera who prow indignant at any
profest against the tecrors of Hit-
ler Germany keep quict and remain
nneoncerned about measures, golte

almilar in mnature, taken agalnst
workers, peasants and revolotlon-
iatas In Stalinist Russia.

The Hunger Strikes

In 1831 we went through an 18-
day hunger atrike in our prison,
It poussed peacefully, and most of
the demands were granted. ‘This
was the only case of a peacelul
gettlement of a conflict. Duorlng
the 1830 conflict, during one of the
harshest winters, In the month of
Febrgary, the prison admislstria-
tlon—the self-same G0 — used
the water hose, spraved the pro-
teating prisonera with foe water,
broke the windows, and shut off the
heat. During the conflict in 1025,
fhe B, went even further—
after they were doused with water
from the hose, the prisoners were
bound hand and foot, and, in this
condition, scaking wet, hog-tied,
without any food, they were left
l¥ing on the cement Boors for threa
dayvas and three nights—“in solltary
confinement.”" Sucéh ls the jurldical
label for these abominations, In
the 1084 hunger sirike, which was
eld B protest mgainst the arbi-
trary automatic and universal ex-
tension of 1he prison terms, the
Communist Oipposl tlonists WaTe
once again hog-tied and subjected
to foreed artificial feeding, asnd
then, they were transferred elther
to concentration campa or to other
prizons.

Heary Casualtles Among FPrisoncrs

Beveral of the Imprlsoned female

military Jail, & strocture three
storles high on the steppes of the
Ural Cossacks The bottom story
of the prizon fa very cold. One has
tix wear overghoes and shecpskin
thronghout the entire winter, ali-
ting in the cells of the first tler.
The inside window panes become
covered during the night with a
thick shest of les

Student S;tri-]-i;
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Fascism they supported the pro-
gram which inciuodes a oall {for
“genunine meotrallty.” Officlally, the
Communiat Party favers leglslation
pledging the U, 8 government to
sancliong agninst thé WggTessor.
But this positbon was not presented
at Cleveland., Similar “inconsisten-
cy"™ k8 displayed by the Y.C L. im
the Amerlcan Youth Congress.

Im the AB.U., the Young Com-
munist League has the predeminant
volee In the national commitree.
The slogana for the student strike
were arrived at in agreement with
e ¥.0.Toers on the commitbes, The
re=inlt has already beén stated.

IFacifism has always been ram-
pant ameng the students—during
pencetime ! This pacifism was easi-
Iy converted inte the most frenzied
patrlotism doring the last war.
“ltehearsals™  for actlon agalnst
war when It breaks along pacliist
lines ean have only thls effect. For
the militant struggle against war,
pacifist and patriotie slogans and
concents must be rejected, In the
conercie situation this Implies
above nll a struggle agalnst the
widespread Reoseveltlan illuslons
of the gtpdents and the soclal-patri-

nizt League,

WORKERS

Protoct Yourselves Agalnst the
Hazards of Life, Joln the

WORKMENS SICH & DEATH
RENEFIT FUND OF THE US.

Btulin, This happened not  after

the Kirov affalr in 1884, but long

before. in the year 1930
Perseeulion of Chinese

All thai I witnessed In the Len-
Ingrad prizon caome sz & fr‘lﬂt!lul!
Blow 1o me, Until then I had the |
highest regnrd for the G.P.U. Thia |
wis another one of the ]1:1.11].';:11--.9.'I
which demonstrated to me that the
degeneration of the once revolo-
tlomary power bad gone much for
ther tham [T kad presomed. [ im-
medintely protested to the progeco-
tor ngainst these horrbrs, torfures,
false  accusations, and “econfes-
Shomns™

Tpon the conclualon of the inves-
tigation of my case, I sent o lether
to the collegium of the G.P.11. and
the C.EC, of the 1L.88.R., demand-
ing that I be permitted to depart
abrogd. Aly communlcation waa
left unanswered. There was no
need to treat us with ceremony, for
we were only representatives of a
amall Balkan people. Together with
my Yugoslavy comrade Dediteh, T
was shipped off o the politienl
prizon in the Urals., The guestion
of my returning home was post-
poned indefinitely. As I foond ot
later, the treatment accorded wua
was quite “reapectable”  After all,
I was a Enropean, 8 man, as Hit
ler would say, belonging to th
white race.

Bt s far a8 Chioese and all
obther “Aslailes” are oconcerned,
‘the present Soviet rolers  deal
with them mach more nneerem -
nioualy : they are generally nod

l
|
|
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tirganlzed, managed by and for
workers with only one purposs:
te render protection to members
snd thelr familles, and to sup
port all endeavors and struggles
for the lmprovement of tollars,

About §00M0 members argan-
lz¢d In 350 bramches. Hesetres
3,400, 000,

Death benefit graded gocord-
Ing to ape at eutry. Sick benefit
payments from $225 to $000—to
men and women, occording to
el e,

Monthly sssessments from 43¢
bo £2.14,

Far forther Information apply
to Maln Office:

714 Senses Ave., Brooklyn, N. X
[P=—f-= =

NEW MILITANT

with which ds merged
THE MILITANT
Publiched weekly by the New Ml
tant Publishing Co.,, 55 East 11th
Bt., N. Y. O. Phone: ALgon, 49008,
Entered as second class mall matter
at the Fost Ofice ait New TYork, N.
Y. under the act of March 3, 185TD.
JAMBE P, CANNON: Bditor
Bubscription ratesa: Im the Unilted
Brates $1L00 per year: @5c per six
months; Canads and forsign KLEO
per yaar; $1.00 slx months Bundie
raten: Two cents per copy
Yal, 2, No. 16 (Whole No. .47)
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which colncided with Lenin's ill-
neas and the opening of the cam-
paign against *Trotskyism.' The
struggle of the cplgones for
power, a8 I shall try to prove,
was not merely a struggle of per-
gonallties ; It represented a Dew
political chapter—the reaction
against October, and the prepara-
tlop of the Thermldor. From this
the answer to the question that
I have sg often becn asked—"How
did wou lose powerT—{follows
naturally.” (Pp. v-vl)

{ne niéd but thumb Ehrongh the
book to =0a that the *personal
quarel”™ myth s completely exploded

the raison detre of the book Iz to
explain the political content of his
struggle, It is an onb and  out
Eabrication when  Cowley  soyvs
Trotsky brings foerward the Odesan
school story “to explaln his fall
from power” and that Trotaky be-
lieves that Stalin “played the same
Ignoble role as Danilev,” Troisky
does nse terms ke “sell-antisfied
FPhilistines™ to describe the psycho-
togical effects of the political reac-
tion expressed by Stalin's national
Bolabevigm: it is crvstalwlenr in
the beok what Trotsky is talking
about. When Cowley connterposes
thiz with a “different explanation
of his fall**—so magnanimoeansly —
he fa either deliberately lying or he
iz Log jgnorant fo understand what
he is reading.

One further example of Cowley's
trickery ; “But the least ndmirable
Quality he reveals is a vanity that
iz alwaya etrikling poses and play-
ing roles," writes Cowley; and as
prool he weaves togelhoer some in-
cidents in Trotsky's Wife, each one
distorted sufficlently—hy the simple
device of deseribing them in semi-
humorous language! 1f Trotsky
makes o foreed march in the Clvil
War back to his maln forces, Cow-
ley describes it as “General Phil
Sheridan riding {wenty milea to
Winchester,” [If ‘Trotsky is forelbly
enrried lnto exile, Cowley hos him
“parried downstalrs kicking and
gquirming.” =o that, having paint-
ed a pleture at his own sweet will,
Cowley can sagely conclude; “In
all these episodes there is a mix-
fare of profound drama with ae-
tor's parade, amd sometimes with
agtor's  parade in  clreomstances
that make It seem trivial and un-
plepsant,”  Truly, Cowley s just
nn honest judge who discovers that
Trotsky's “personality seema less
aympathetle thon the reader had
expected.”  Hxpeetoed!

The above ecxamples of Cowley's
method must suffice. That method
iz nd pecaliar to him, but s em-
ployed by other Stalinist intelleg-
tuals when writing in liberal pob-
lieatbons, Louls Flscher usea It
s¢ do others who write for The
Nation and the New Hepublle,

Who was defeated when Trotsky
way defexted? Only Trotaky, ap-
parently, In Cowley'a estimation.
Yet hizs own few sentences on this
pofnt (if Cowley understood them
he would never have written them)
inficate the true answer. “The
revolutlon in Western Forope wasg
checked in 1923 with the fallure
of the last German uprisings. In
1527, when the Chinese revoluotion
was also suppreased, most Russlans
decided that their only hope was
te develop socialism in thelr own
country, ‘Troteky the intérnation-
alist was thus defeated by events
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in Bhanghal and Berlin" Not only

by Trotsky; It might be =oid that |

Malcolm Cawl;ey B

Trotsky ; the world was
alse defeated. Hrandler's policy of
1923, Borodin's polliey of 1027, —this
was the policy of Stalln based on
the “theory of socinlism in one
country™; Cowley can scarcely be
expocted to know—he knows ae few
thinga aboot the revolutlonary
movement—ithat Stalln's policy was
slready formulated in those days,
and not after 1927, *“Today his
tragic burden ls that he bhas been
defeated by historleal forces,” Cow-
ley says of Trotsky. Yes, the world
proletaciat has becn defeated by
“historicsl forees" buot Stalinlsm
is the "historlcal forée”™ which made
that deleat posstble,

One wonders whether Cowley
renliges how mwuch be is revealing
wlhin e writes! Trotsky “has not
only been expelled bodily from the
coantry e helpsd o wing but also
pdnted owt of fis pictures and de-
leped from s scheslbooks” We
Euow that these Stalinist methods
nre countenuneed by Cowley, who
is une of the sditorial sponzors of
thie bk, writben along the speckli-
catlens of painting owt the picture
uf Trotsky from the October RHevo-
lutiens, sigmwed by Barbusse., Doea
Cowley understand the implications
af this method of struggle against

"Trotskylzm™? What does It mean,
!whm: the Sialinists  cannot  meet
| Trotsky's arguments on the level
of legice]l argument?  When they
iry to conceal from fhe Soviet popua-
lathon net gnly “Trotsky’s ideas, but
cven his  historienl achievementsy
When prison or worse ig the pun-
ishient for speaking or writing
feat Trotsky is oot @ counter-revo-
luthmnry 7 When soch methods are
employed aguinst proletarian oppo-
fenty in the nlueteenth vear of the
révolution? Has it ever dawned
g Cowley that ihere I8 po war-
rant for the Stalinist pogrom-tactics
i Marxist-Leninist theory? Does
hi know that they ore a8 alien as
i Fasclsm 1o the revolutlonary
tradition ¥ But Cowley knows noth-
ing; be ouly knows that he stands
with Btalin, and anything thar is
wood enough for Stalin is good
vnough tor bim.  Juost let Cowley
Enow the Hne

Thiz the reader will say, sounds
more like the task of a pollceman
whe must ewforce the law, than
the role of the eritic whose intel-
lectual duty is to analyze and in-
terpret, Yes, It does sound like a
peliceman; and Cowley by natural
inclination, past truining and pres-
ent  nlleginnee, funetlona o the
pages of the New Repoblic as a
literury cop. He iz a minion of the
law of Stalin—a sop patrolling his
beat in the book review section of
the New Republic with ready-made
memorandn drawn yp for him by
his Stuliulst masters, Like most of
the beef-gcaters patrolling our
streets, in a simpler world he would
have been a farmer, sospicious of
the ways of clly folk. good with
cattle, simple and content g0 long
ag the sensons kept thelr appointed
rounds, but sullen and savage when
perplexed by a problem. In our
world he ik a prlze exhiblt of the
kind of “Intellectusl” who has been
won by the Communist Party. They
chn use no others,

 PAUL LUTTINGER, M.D.
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comrades among the Bolshevik-Len-
inists, among them TLena Dwmnllo-
vich, slushed thelr veins in protest
ngainst this beatial treatment. The
consequences of this regime proved
catasirophic for & number of ecom-
riiles, In addition to two grave
cased of Inganity—VYera Berger and
Victor Kralny, who wers trans-
ferred to an insane asylum—ihere
wig the serlous psychical liness of
Marumgia Ivapova, whose name is
famous throughont all of Siberin as
the heroine of the civil war and of
the underground struggle against
Kolchak., After a lomg drawn out
struggle, the G.PU, agreed to free
her from jafl but refosed to let
her go to her relatives, sending
hier inatead into exile. One of the
prisoners, Andrey Grayev, becgme
stompe-Blind in the prison after the
brutal actz of the G.EI. In Febru-,
ary, 1030, '

The imprigoocd  Communists
tived in their cells and took their |
wilks in the prison yard In groups
(43 cells together, 2530 peple) ;
they composed the “commuanist sec-
tor™ {(all told, 140-180), The Soeianl-
lata of all parties (Ruasslan  and
Georglan soclal democrats, Flopi-ts
and left S H.s), the anarchists and
individeals from the Right S.H.s
and the Maximalists were placed
b different eells and composed an-
other, an anarchist-soclalist senpos
(-ED people, approximately ten fo
cachi of the above mentioned orgi-
izntions).

Eanch sector had its own “house-
lold™ economie organlzation, hend-
ed by an Elder and a “Minister of

Finance." Each collective was rep-
resented By the elder in dealings
with  the prigson  adminfstration,

while the “Minister of Floance”
had charge of the treasury of the
gegtor,  Im the event of struggles
with the administration, both see-
tors harmonlzed thelr actions, sup-
porting each other in this or that
form, but otherwise the relations
between the twoe sectors, #ven as
regards the day to day rowtine,
were rlgldly differentiated, The §l-
lepm]l post office was organized
Jjointly.
Folitieal Lifa

In the political .domain the Com-
munlat sector was divided into a
munber of groups and shadings,
nlmost exch of them with Hs own
separibe organization. itz own com-
mitters, It2 own publications. The
Five Yenr Plan shook up the entire
170 million population of Russia.
The Plan represented n rep] deck-
nologheal, and, in part, an econo-
mic revolutlon (or. nt any vate, aa
colid b senssd even back in 1030,
an atfcipt at such & revolutlon}.
The secinl and politicel ]1]'1]|r1-|"t'|:ﬂl
which the Flve Year PFlan posed
biefore nll  thinking  peaple  could
wot fall to aronse In the prisou a
profonnd  ferment, new  seekings,
amd. In part, o crisis in old ideebe-
glea. The intense and more or less
fruitfiil senrch for nnswers to new
questiond was accomnpanied by an
inevitnble sharp Internal astrogglc,

Im 1368%-10615 the situetlon In the
coniptry hind become more clarified,
the thesretical guestlong lhad  as-
snppdl 0 omoere distinet ol inge-
Eratid form, and, on thisz hasis,
there ocenrred a pew ervstnlliza-
tlon of the prisoners into several
haizke politieal groups, among them
e unifieation of all the Bolzhevik-
leniuists Inte a single organiza-
tion., [, too, took the liveliest part
in the struggle of groups and idens,
fn the search for the theoretical
defivition of all that was taking
ploce ot Ehat time, and everything
that hnd oecenered durelng the en-
tire 16 years of {he revolntion., and
in the search for the defnitions of
the lessons of fhe Russinn Hevalu-
tion and the new revolutlonary
fasks, The large numerlea) strength
af thie Verkhne-Usilsk collective of
the political prisoners, the presence
thers of gualified reprfesentntives
of all tendencles and shadings of
revoliutionary thought in Russin for
the last 20 vears helped greatly to
facilitate the attninment of definite
riesirlis,

Under conditions thoat doomed
the entlre conniry to silence, or,
ralher, to subservience and eom-
pulled men to ropeat parrot-llke an
obviously false official ideology, the
large and Internally cobesive jall
wag fransformed into a laboratory
of §deas. The prison became tho
only place for free sociological re-
soarch,. I atbtempted to make fun-
domenta]l use of my compulsory
presence In this prison, this tiny
Island of liberty.

Ciliga's Prison Conclusions

I was of the opinion that alms
and results justify sufferings and
viclimé, As a consequence, I ar-
rived to the vlews of the so-called
ultra-Lefta. 1T hecame convineed
that the fundamental and declsive
breaking point in the Russian Rev-
olution occurced In 1020-1521, when
the Inftinl stens of the workers to-
wards galning control of production
came to an unsucesagiol econcluslon,
and when, as & resglt, the bureao-
cratic state-canitalist organization
of industrial production triomphed,
being subsequently correlated wvn-

POLAND

Thi Polish C.P. bhas oot besn b
hind-hand in followlog out the so-
cial-patriotic loe of Stalinist dip-
lomacy, and of the Seventh World
Congress of the G, 1. The Polish
Stalinists run second to nome when
it comes to proclalming the love
they feel for their Pollsh Father-
land, and their readiness to defend
its frontiers against “forelgn ag-
gressorg”. The real enemles of the
Polish people, according to the Htal-
imists (who mosguernde under the
pame of “Lefts"), 1s a small gang
of Fascist plotters at the head of
the Government who are bent on
selling Poland to Hitler and his
MNnzis,

Asn elzewhere, 50 In Poland, too,
the Htalinist social-patelotic cam-
paign, their beating of the drums
for a “People’s Froot' 8 accom-
panied by a vile campaign of slan-
ier ﬂﬂllilﬂl the mosi consisient op-
ponents of the Stalinist treachery
in Polund as elsewhere—the “Trot-
skylsie”. Upon the entry of the
Trotskyists in Podand into the Bund
mod  ints the  Polish Soclalist
Farty, the Polish Stalinizsis have
“redoubled thelr effores™.

Under the heading: “The Cam-
paign against the Trotskyists' .
The Volkszeltung, the Warsaw or-
gan of the Bund (March 11, 1038)
tnkes cognizance of the most pe-
cant plece of Stalinlst abomination,
a clreular issued by the Warsaw
CLELC, of the Communist Youth amd
aeldressed to the studentz, apd the
working class youth, om the sub-
Juect of , . . the “Troskyists™

The Volkszeitung article begins
with the statement that the Buond
has always leoked upon the Treot-
syiats™ ag a part of the interne-
tlomal proletarian movemend {(even
though small nuwmerically)™. The
wriler then goes on to comment as
fallows :

“We have always viewed with as-
tonlshment and Jdeap concern  (not
Ly use a harsber term} the bitter,
arbitrary and envenomed struggle
that the Stalindsts have waged
agalnst the small groups of Trot-
skyists. Onpe might have Imagined
that after the Comintern had
changed its appronch towards the
non-Communist  movements, the
stalinists wonld nlso medify their
struggle sgainst the Trotskylsts;
that an emid would be put to the
previons  venomons  methods  of
struggle which they have directed
agalust this group, Just the oppo-
aite s Deen the case, Not only
s there been no modification in
the atrngele agalust the ‘Trotaky-
i#ts, but, on the contrary, it has
been mode still sharper—if thoat is
cogaerivable,

“We have before ng n clrcular
sigiasd by the Warsaw C.EQ, of
the Y.0T.. nddressed to the sto-
dlents and the working ¢lasa yvonth
aml devated entlrely to the Trot-
shvists. We have no Intentlons of
I"I'[I|III'|”II_|.'., inr The colemos of onr
pirper the Howers of this cicenlar:
we refuse to de the aothors of this
clrealar  smeh @ favor. Everyone
who s had the occasion to read
it, amd who ixs mot afflicted svith
Spllni=st myopin, bns had to agree
that He contents canont be appraised
otherwi=e fhan a= an ineitation to
no pragrom aganinst the Trotskyists

“While this mimeographed ciren-
lar has been rend by o few, there
are, however, many who have had
fl: upporinnify o hear Stalinist
spieelies or te pomd  the  so-cnlbed
“Laeft” publleaticns. And they, too,
hivve been compelled to recognlze
that what the “Lefts” permit then-
=elves i relatlon to the Trotsky-
ista is absolnbely wnbhenrd-of | Twis-
tedl guotitions, the mest senselozg
cannrids, almsive epithets—all {hese
o ot guile exhanst fhe enbicre ar-
ennl ool Cweapens®  they employ

agalust the Trotskyists™,

The wrHer of the article then
podnis out of the Stalinists that the
'I‘l'llh:h;r!x!n, who are members of
e Diund, have not only obligations
towards the party, but that the
party hos  alss & doty towards
thiem: “We, therefore, hold ff nec-
eRanry to siress that in addition to
the right to defend their views ful-
enlture need 4rade.  These conees-
sionis were llouldated, by and large,
during the period of the Five Year
Flan. after which there war estab-
lished in Rusaia the system of far-
Hung bureancratic state-capitallsm
in the domain of economy, support-
el by a regline of Bonapartlsm in
the sphere of politics.

Barnnse of these views [ Ieft the
“gollective of the lect  Bolshevik-
laninists,” and became one of the
inltiators of the unification of the
so-called witra-Left proupings. Thia
unfficatlon took place only after
iy departure from Virkhne-Uralsk.
"The Federation of left Commu-
nists” (consisting of extreme left
Bolshevik-Leninizts, a sectlon of
the D.C.ers. Workers' Oppoaition,
followera of Myasnikov) was organ-
izedl there. ‘Thizs Federatlon nom-
bered 25 people. The re-unibed
orgaiization of the Balshevik-Len-
inistz consisted of 140. A section
of the IhCers and “independents”
remained owtslde both these pmited
Eroupsa

der the N.EDPF with concesslons to
private capitalist elements i wari-

(Ta be continued In next fssoe)
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Iy In the ranks of our party, our
comreades are entitled to one other
right, namely, the right to be de-
tended by the party!"

Should any member of the Bond
fall in his obligations to the organ-
fzation, he must be called to fe-
connt, 1le will be judged but not
“in neeordanee with reports caerled
Ly the "Left® papecs”

{From the tenmor of the remarks
in the Volkszeitong article, it is
clear thot the Pollsh Stalinists bave
appointed themselves as spies to
anlbeh o the “disloyal acts” of
the “Trotskyisies who have entered
tha Diured. )

The writer disclalms any Know-
ledge of disloyalty on the part of
il Trotskyists, He poinis out to
the Stalinists that the Bund 1s “not
a bharrncks", amd that differences
of opinion are pecmissible In its

ranks, "becanse In our party cvery
micinber has the right 4o defend
whittever views he deems to be cor-
roed,

I simy case, the manoer in which
il ‘Trotskyists deport  themselves
i+ purely the internal business of
this Ttumd, for the latter to decide,
and mot for the Stalinists.

The article concludes with the
following warning :

“We will not tolerate any at-
empt on any bedy's part to conduct
an incltation to o pogrom against
them (be., the “Trotskyista’)™

.- & w

Appropriately enough, the BStal-
inists are wnfolding their pogrom
campaign agninst the Trolskylsta
practically at the some tlme that
that Polish Frscista are Intensify-
Ing their anti-semitic propagandsa,
and stoging sctunl pegroms agalnst
the Jews, A monster protest strike
agalnst this Fascist drive was beld
on March 17, in Warsaw.

The rising tide of resction in Po-
land 1s, naturally encogh, accom-
panied by a vielent drive against
the living standard of the workers.
A wave of strikes has been spread-
ing through Poland for the last
two months (since February).

Early in March, the struggle of
the textile workers in the city of
Lodz, and the surrounding reglom,
developed into a general strike in
that area, The Warsaw textile
workera were prepared to come ouf
nlao, but the strike was shortly set-
thied.

Sporadie  ontbursts  elsewherne,
among the chocolate workera, the
tnxi drivers, the miners, efe, have
Iween Aaring, Al these siruggles are
purely defensive in character, Thos,
G miners struck at the state
mines near Cracow, remalolng un-
flerground, because the Government
Antroduesd & two day lay-off per
month.

At Laddz  the textlle workers
struck to compell the manufactur-
erg to abide by the contracts signed
in 1033, The General Sirike was
cnlled off after the manufacturers
promizéed “to maintain the termsz of
the agreerment”. and alsa to pre-
gerve (he 46 bonr week, as well a8
to “mitigate the mwethods of intro-
dueing ratlonalizatlon” inte the ln-
duatry.

The Warsaw organ of the P.I'8,,
Robotnik, stated, in commenting
upen the settlement of the Lodes
atrike, that it was “gaite a soe-
EE'H”..

A weck alter the soppesed selbbhe-
ment of the strike, the papers re-
ported that in the Lodde arcea, SH)
smnll textile mills were still out on
atrike, together with 3,500 knle-
gonds workers

The police methads {hrooghont
Foland have becu unprecedented in
their brutality. The frictlon he-
teeen the workers ond the polica
came to a head in Cracow, whene
more than 10,080 workers demon-
strafed on March 23 against the
harsh  pollee methods: used on
March M, In the clty of CQracow,
agninst striking workers,

The demonstrallon was staged
deapite the strict poliee orders pro-
hibiting 1. When the police charg-
ed, the demonstrators erected wood-
en barrlcades, The astruggle lasted
the entire afternoom. The polles
charged with drawn sabers, acd
from the first opened fire, Elght
demonstrators were killed on  the
apot. More than fifty were wound-
ed, Including several women. Two
af the wonnded died in the hoapital

The bestlality and ruthlessness
of the pollce arouszed the Cracow
workera (o A Hghting pitch. And
when & few days later, the funeral
procession took place, thousands
marched in the precesslon, & hon-
dred thousand lined the strects, and
the police were conspicoous by
thelr absence,

The brutallty in Cracow has stie-
red the workers of Poland as few
events have in recent months. But
there hag been noe mitigation in the
offenaive of the bosses against the
Hving standards of the workers

Bo far as can be gathered frum
the reports, all the atroggles of re-
eent months have been under the
leadership or with the active par-
tielpation of the Bumd and the Po-
llah Socialist Party. Hupdreds of
aoclallste were arrested dorlng the

Cracow events, as well ag in the

varlona strikes,



