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Klan Pays

Defense
Attﬂ'ney

Whitewash Planned in
Tampa Flogging
Trial

TAMPA, April &—The appoint-
ment of two outstanding Florlda
attoroeys to strengtheéen the prose-
cutlon in the fogping morder trials
ig being asked of Governor Dave
Bholtz by labor, religious and elvic
groups that are fAghting Eu Klox
EKlan - terrrolem here.

These groups are ddessatisfed
with the conduct of the state's cape
up to now by State Attorney J. Rex
Farrlor. The addition of nDew
counsel, they feel, s essentlal to
the vigorous prosecution of the
cases and to resist the intreduoe
tion of false and extranecus lssoes
by the defedms.

/When the fArst of the trials re-
opens next Monday in  Bariow,
Polk County, the defense will be
bolstered by two addidonal ctim-
Inal lawyers, Luke . Johnson and
E. A. Borsage, whose record of mc-
quitals I8 among the highest in
Flgrida.

The hiring of Luke Johnsom in
a criminal “trial in Polk County
congtitutes the mnearest thing to
buying an nequitial. Johnsonm s
reputid to have complled a highly
informative fle of all the eligible
jurors inm the county. He knowas
the Nfe history and prejudices of
EVEry man on any glven venlre and
be usually wins his cases right
after the jury box is filled and be-
fore any witneszes are called. Such
& convenlence should bring Ereat
relief to the defendants and ex-
plaing further the anxiety of Pat
Whitaker, chief defense counsel,
for & change of venue which meant
moving to Polk County,

Attorney Faid In Cash

Johnson iz said to have demand. |

ed and recelved 35000 in cash be-
fore consenting to help acguit the
11 ex-cops and Klansmen who ard
indicted for the muorder of Joseph
Bhoemaker and the kidnapping aod
flogging of Huogene F. Poulnot and
Sam I Rogers. Whitnker himself
is alzo said to have received an jn-
itial payment of 5000 in cash as
chief defense counsel,

While the defendonts may have
(Continned on Page 4)

Unions Flay
Grand Jury

The following telegram was sent
te Mayor La Goarndia, Governor
Lehman, and to Borough Presldent
Fuobert Tmgersell by the Confersnce
for the Thefense of the Rights of
Orgablzed Labor in Brooklyn;

Aprll 2, 1936

The Hings County Decsmber

Grand Jury presentment of April

firet la definile challenge to or-

ganized labor in Brololyn. They
charge that the sirfke at May

Department 8 conduected by

Local 1250, pirtment  Stare

Workers Unfon, American Fader-

menes and other anti-labor
In Brosklyn e demand

against the Soviet Unlen.

consummated, was the suslstanding

while not officlal, came through Au-
gur, & White Russlan emlgre close
ta the British Forelgn Office and
one of the bestinformed corres-
pondents In Ewrope. If bot yet
embodied in & formal docament,
the understanding between these
two Powers la complete as to mili-
tary detalls. The frequent ex-
change of military and economic
commisslons between Japan and
Germany daring the last three
years has pot been for purposes of
courtesy or mere display. Now that
Germany bas upset the European
applecart by marching inte the
REhineland and the crisla brought
nearer, it 13 logieal that Japan
ghould seek means of correlatdng
its own plans against the Soviet
Union morve closely with similar ar-
rangements in Eorope

It has become increasingly clear
that the Hirota Government la car-
rying through oo all froots inten-
glve preparatlons for war in the
East while presenting to the world
at large a “libere]” and “moderate’
fronf. The Minlstry of War in
Tokyo on April 6 asked for & "ape-
cinl budget”™ of ER00,000,000 for the
purpose, frankly stated, of streng-
thening the Japanese military ma-

1okyo - Berlin Alliance
Against USSR Reported

Adequate Soviet Defense Made Extremely
Difficult By Stalinist Manoeuvers
With Chinese Bourgeoisie

By L0 SEN
Germany and Japan have struek a virtual pargain for jeint setion

This allianes, in preparation for several years and often reperted

devalopowedit this week In an inter-

natlonal diplomatie situstion crammed with phans and counter-plans,
noiea and threats, offers and promises, wnder ecover of which the

powers of Europe are jockeying inte position fer war.
News of the Berlin-Tokyo pact®

chipe on the malnland with a view
to eventnal hostilities agalost the
U.3.8.R.

Japan will plan Itas anil-Boviet
moves now in tune with develop-
mnents in Hurope where British
sipport of Qermany has placed the
U.EBR. In a dangerons pasition,
Aloecow has recognlzed this fact
by coming oot for “German egusli.
ty" within a general framework of
collective secarity, anothér oBne of
these hopeléss formuolas with which,
somehow, In some way, the Inevit-
able day of reckoning ls to be post-
poned.  But coming from Moscow,

the whole careful systerm of pacis
angd alliances Has foundered,
On the Far Eastern Front -

AMeanwhile, on the ¥Far Eastern
front, mutual rselations among Ja-
pan, China, the 135K, and Mon-
golia, are lkewise underzoing a
process of definitlon,

(1 Moscow published a pact of
L mntoal a=sistance with Outer Mon-
golla which was formally slgned
on Mareln 12 this year, but which
hag been in «fect =ince Nov, 27,

| 1084,
| {Continwed from Page 3}
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The Background

Tampa Is famous Ffor clgars,
gambling apd fogging. JTabar In
the clgar factorles and In the sur-
rouwnding citrus groves ls merei-
lessly exploited., Unemployment 18
widespread, Helief is pitiful. Io
Tampa, the uorestrained gambling
racket I3 worth a miHion dollars a
month. As in the rest of Florlda,
politiclans fgbt each other for the
privilege of sharing in the booty.
Anyone who tries to buck thia
combination of capitalisis, racke-
teers and politiclans, either by or-
ganizing workers—employed or un-
employed, or by forming opposition
pelitieal groups, is branded as &
“red,” kidnapped, fogged and sorme-
times murdered. The official fog-
ging agency for the combination s
the Ku Klux Klan, a secret band
of cowardly, sadistic dJdegenerates
unsurpassed by anything Hitler has
yet produced, The police and most
government officials, high and low,
are directly connected with .Che
Klan. Nobody knows how many
flogglogs and murders have taken
place. They ocenr regularly, Thelr
perpetrators have oever bedn pun-
ished by law because In Florida

the Ko Klnx Klan is the law,
® W @

The Crime

On the nlght of MNov., 30, 1985,
the constiution-drafting committes
of the Modern Democrats met in
a private home in Tampa. -In spite
of any threats they were golng
abead with thelr plans for a pro-
gressive party opposed to the local
awindlers. Joseph A. Shoemalker,
formerly a member of the Soclalist
Party, was chalrman. (Hhers
present were: Eugene F. FPoulnot,
former president of the Pressmen’s
Union, A. F. of L., Chalrman of
the ¥Florida Workers' Alllance and
& member of the Bociallst Party;
Sam D. Rogers, s member.of the
Boclalst Party and an officer of
the Florlda Workers Alllana;
Walter Roush and Charles E. Jen-
g, chalrman and secretary, re-
spectively, of the Soclallst Party
of Florlda, and Jobn A. MeCaskill,
& city Areman. Suddenly, without
warning and without warrants,
seven polloemen entered the home,
confiscated all papers and arrested
the six men present. They were
taken to- the police station, goes-
toned for “commuonim" activities
and “released” ome by one. Roush
and Jensen were permitted to re-
turn to thelr homes. McCaskill
turned out to be a stool-plgpeon.

Hhoemaker, Ponlnot and HRogers

FACTS ON

’lféMPK _

were “released” by the police into
waltlng «~ar= in front of the police
station. They were driven to a
lonely spot 14 miles outside of
Tompa, "There, ﬂmy were atripped,
Aogged with ohaing and whips and
covered with hot tar, Shoemaker
was torinred and his right leg was
feld over # fre.  After nine lin-
geeing day=. duriog which time his
leg developed gangrene and was
amputated, Shocmaker died,  The

othera resovergd,
B

The Protests

When the mews leaked our &
rour of  protest  descended apon
Florldi—"where (ife at it beat
poftg Led=”  Thonsands of organi
ations and individoals expressed
thelr horror to the Governor and
to Tampa oficials Committess for
the Defense of Clvil Rights in
Tampa were organiged (o New
York, with Norman Thomas as
Tehairman, and in Tampa, with the
Rev. Walter Miteal, pastor of the
| First Congregational Chuerch. as
fehalrman,  Protest meetings were
Theld in Tampn at” ooe of which
| Morman Thomas addressed 3,000
ienraged wortkers and many thon-
1uAmds more over the radio.  Presi-
':l-_-m: Williamy Greén  annoomced
(that the American Federation of
ilabor eonvention wounld be with-
dreawn from Tamps unleas thoss
gollty were properly punished. 1%
sremied  impossible to 1Enore this
mct of terrorism as scores of slmi-
lar acts before it had been ignored.
State and counnty officlals  wers
forced to act

The Indictments

After three weeks of investigat-
Ing, the arrests began. Within
two and one-half months, a series
af  indictments  were  returned
againgt eleven pollcemen and mem.
bera of the Ko Kilux EKlan ‘The
Indictments were for second degree
murder, an assault with the intent
to murder, kidnapping, conspiracy to
kidnap and accessory after the fact
The information filed on the mur-
der Indictment declares that the
defendants  “with force and arma
did anlawifully and by an act im-
minently dangerons to Joseph Shoe-
maker and evidencing Jdepraved
minds, regardless of human Iife but
without premeditated deslgn to ef-
ect thi death of Joseph Shoemalkesr,

the body and limbe of Joseph Shoe-

maker, with deadly weapons to

whit, whips, straps and tar, a fur-
(Continued on Page 4)

this proposal shows to what extent |

Sentence

Chambers,
Mini_,ft al.

Calif. Prison Board Sets

Sentences for Sacra-
mento Defendants

HAN FRANCIZCO, Cal., April 10.
—The Californla Boward of Prison
Terms westerday st senfence for
fve of the Sacramento criminal
syndicalism prisoners, Pat Cham.-
bers, Martin Wilson and Jack
Crane were given five wyears, Al-
bert Hougardy thres and a half
vears, and Norman Minl thres
yiears,  Both Mini and Hoeugardy
will serve 16 months of this perlod
on parole.  Assuming time off for
good behavior, since both have al-

ready  =served one year; the twoa
have about four months more o
sarve o prison,

0 the 18 defendants tried, Caro-
bine Decker, Pat Chambers and
Norman Mind wpre gpecial targata
for the prosecrution’™s mendacioos
wriath. The first two had led the
strikes which won 2,000,000 addi-
tional wages in 1532 for the ex-
plolted migratory workera of the
State, In Mini's case what partl-
cularly infuriated Sacramento re-
actionaries was the spectacle of an
educated, Intelligent native son
spurning all evaslons and, in "the
face of threats and pressure, reaf-
firming In opén court his devotlon

an assanlt did make In and opon|

to the ldea of a new social order
jand a particular road to it. It was
| becanse: he so deflantly affirmed
itbu' “the future belongs to ua”
that the Sacramenio Dee and other
reactionary institutions have houn.
|ﬂe-d Mini and the Natlonal Sacra-

It= ereation.
Tribule to Sacraments Committes
That Minl bhas, nevertheless, e
celved a relatively short term s a
tribute o the effectiveness of the
work of the National Bactamento
Appeal Commiites, Although its
acrivities were all aimed at the
lgorting of mininduoyr werms for all
the prisonera, the Hesed of FPrison
['Terms knew that the MN.B.AC,
Mini"s chosen represeotative, spoke
for a vastly broader force than did
lihe [nternational Labor Defense,
| represenling the other prisoners.
| The Board has no desire to prolong.
the activitiea of a body which ral-
lied ten loteenational Undona, fAve
State Federstions, (wo-scare clty
central lalos bodic: and # group
of Senator and Congresamen to ita
| support.

Compared with the senlences
given the Tmperial Valley C.8, pris
anera in 19351, the Poard has been
harsh. ‘The fact that a great re-
actionary drive i3 under way, fin-
anced—as the N.3.AC has éstab-
lished—by fthe State 'Chamber of
Commerce which alms to smash
unioniem  through the o 8. law,
underlies this harshness. Many
persons expected T-year terma

A partial wictory has heen won,
bat the fAght is not ended. The
N.EAC. sims to upset the Mini
verdict and to fAght for the Iree-
dom of all the prisoners, The
three women in  Tehachapl have
yet to appear before the Board
Prisoners now denled parcle will
be eligible for parole later, Even
after Mint 13 free, there will atill
he prisoners in whom the N.3.A.C
I8 interested. Pressors mast go on,
asg well as legal moves

Muste to Speak
On April 19th

A, J. Musts, Nailonal Secrefary
tha Workers Farty, who hus
just completed = throogh
the mid-west and s at present

mento Appeal Committes ever slnee

Azana Speaks Firmly

For Conservative Spain

Loudly Applauded by Stalinists and Mon-
archists-- Cabellero Cautious; Swing

to Right

Apparent

By ALFREDO ROJAS
The Azana government topk another hig step te the right this

week. Om Aprid 4, only elght days
to be held, Arans lssusd a decres

hﬂmﬂmmuﬂpﬂdﬁﬂﬂlm
indefinitely posiponing them. The

rightists—Monarchists and Catholics—had declared they would sb-
staln from the elections and had called upon Azana lo pesipone them.
This leaves bourgecis-republican majorities, slected In 1931, stil} In

control of the local povernments

Azana’s postponement of the elec-$

tions was preceded the day before
by a slgnificant speech by AzaDa
before the Cortes, and which was
greeted with praise by all sections
of the bourgeoisie and by the Stal-

iniats.
Azana’s Speeth

The tenor of Azans's speech s

gnmmarlzed by “Abhora” republi-
can dally, as follows:

“The fear that the recent dis-
orders (e, strikes and peasant
seizures of land) would continue,
should be dispelled by Azana’s
spewich.  Im It he declared, first,
that he will go no further thano
the limits fized by the electoral
pact of the Popular Front; sec-
ond, that he, heeding the die-
tates of expericned fnd responal-
bility, would keep control of the
execution of the (electoral) pro-
gram, which Is equivalent to reg-
ulating the rhythm, circomstanc-
ed, poszalbllitles and consequoences
of it: thied, that everything will
be dope by legal methods and
within the law, punlshing all who
violate it ‘These statements are
gatiafactory and reassuring and
demonstrare that Azana Koows
that ft iz expected of him that

he stop the excesses of the lefts
which have resulted in disorders
the last few weeks™
For Arana—Mpnarchists, Stalinists

Jimenez Pernandes, spokeaman
for (he reactlonary Catholic Ceda,
guld: “I support nioety percent of
the speech.,” Gil Hobles, after
pralsing Azana’s attitude, declared :
“] cannot undersiand how some
paragraphs the speech eould
have been appaunded by the Com-
munists and the extrems Social-
isis.” Ewven the arch-monarchist,
(Count Romapones, declared that
Azana's speech would undoubtedly
facilitate re-establishment of tran-
guility and calm in *puoblic opln-
lon.” Calve SBotels, leader of the
monarehists, sald: “TE was tha ax-
presslon of a truoe conservalive. His
declaration of respect for the law
and the Constitution shonld make
& good impreaslon on public opin-
ion."

The Stalinists were ‘egually fuol-
some in thelr praise, the general
secretary of the Communist party
issning & statement saylog:

“We were pleased with the
speech. Tn Azana we see the

{Centlnwed on Page 2)
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Croppers

Swindled

MEMPHIS, Tenn., Apr. 2—While
the Department of  Agriculture
meete with represenfatives of the
planting and banking interests of
the cotton-producing  states, the
Bouthern Tenant Farmers® Union
is preparing a stiff resistaoce to the
campalgn of terror with which the
lamdiords of Arkansas and Okla-
homa bope to smash the organiza-
tion of the share-croppers and day
laborers negro and whitle, In Wanh.
ington, new plans are being lald to
contings the sabaidy to planting in-
terests by means of o YCONSErva-
tion” scheme sinee the Supreme
Couwrt has declared that the “ecot-
ton reduction” plan of fhe AAA Was
llhﬁﬂhsﬂltlliﬂ?ﬁ],

Acrozs the Mississippi, in the
share-cropping country, poor farm-
erg, who hoped that the AAA con-
tracts of plowing onder woald af-
ford them some slight measore of
by both Bocal and Federal Courts
relief, have had thelr bopes dighed
when they tried to enforce thelr
rights againat plantors
Share Crpppers Not Represented

These disputes arose when the
farmera could ger no justice from
the local Covinty Committees which
were set up under the AAA as local
kadies to wdminister controversies.
The local committees are composed
of planters and thelr agents. The
ghare-croppers are not represenbed,
The conrts hypocritically ruled that
they conld not entertain the dis-
putes becanse the conlracts wers
gigned by the Iandlords and the
government and not by the farmers
imvolved in the controversles,

There was n good reason for the
fallure of the 'share.tenants to slgn
the contracts To do 80 would have
meant “that the planter had a jolnt
Intereat in the crap and conld dis-
roze of It as he saw fit. In prac-
tice this would have meant that
even the few dollars accrolng to
the share-croppers under the AAA
would have passed through the
hands of the landlords—and Into
thieir pocketa

Tugwell Wil *Investigate”

Now, the same interests. are
ready {0 consummate the same
frand by eliminating the contrac-
toal rights of the farmers in the
new contracts which are belng pre-
pared. The share-croppera are not
lnvited to the conferences which
are framing the new confracts. A
delegatlon wam sent to see Tug-

{Continned an Page 4)

Akron Guild
Manr Fired

By BLAKE LEAR

AERON, O.—DBranke J. Widick,
hard-hitting chairman of the Ohlo
district of the Americin Newspaper
Guild and leadipg militant of the
Akron Beacon-Journal undt of the
Guild, was zommarily fired on
April 4.

The gciion cane as the frat blow
of the lndustrial reactlon after the
recent Goodyear strike, and pre-
ceded by four days the opening of
negotintions between the publishers
of the Beacon-Journal, the Times-
Fresa and the Guild unii

Widick has a flope record In the
Iabor movement. He. was instruo-
mental in organizing Ohio for the
Guild, and was a leading advocate
of affiliation with the A. F. of L.
On Thursday preceding the  com-
pany's action Widick spoke before
the . T. T. on the Hesrst-Guoild
sipile in Milwaunkes

Az a consequence of hls record,
thie OLU., has indicated s sup-
part of the move for his reinstate-
ment. Powers Hapgood of the ©
[.0. addressed the Beacon-Journal
wait on the Widick case,

Sherman Dalrymple of the Tndt.
ed Huobber Workers, and Wilmer
Tate, presldent of the Central La-
bor Unlon, are throwing the welghi
af thelr organizations solldly he-
hind Widick.

The charge against Widlek s
“Incompetencs’ but the real reason
obviously Ites in his pro-labor me-
tivity. As was observed . at the
time in Akron labor unlon circles,
“If it took three years to discover
that Widick s incompetent, charg-
8 ought to be preferred agalnst
the publisher instead ™

Akron i3 recognlzed as one of
the stroogest Gulld centers in Ohlo,
Thiz has come about largely
through the efforts of Widlek to-
gether with other progressives In
the Akronm organizations.

It is openly admitted tat the at-
tack on Widlck, If succesafol will
be a heavy blow to the Guild here.

In ]‘lﬂl’ of the fact that Akron
ia the mainepring of the Ohloe or.
ganizational campalgn of the Gulld,
the succeasful conchosion of this
attack will "serfously menace the
life of the Ohlo Guild

« Labor ' clreles penerally and es-
pecially the rubber workers recog-
nize this & blow to the A F. of L.
a8 well The National Office of
the Newspaper Guaild has aleo
stresmed the Importdnce of this

Cllin

Launch United Unemployed Organization
March on

Capitol Is
Last Act

Johnson’s Rump Con
vention Folds Up--

A Fiasco

Tolting three separate
time warring organizations the

cloding their bosiness in the Da-
tion's capital by creating the most
powerful fighting machine the mil
Hon-hended jobless have seen aibee
the crisls began.

With the Workers Alllance, the
National Unemployed League and
the yonemployed connclls merged in-
to one cohesive body, the unity con-
vention will wind op its stay in
Washington with a mass demonstra-
tion around the White House and
the Capitol.

More than a thoasand workers,
representing & force of unemployed
gome 0 times thelr namber &re
expected to take part in the plan-
ned march which will protest the
scheduled layoff of over TOO000
WPA workers, They will demand
job and social insurance and a @
billton dollar appropriation for re-
Tinf.

N U L Well Represented

At this writing with detalls oot
ret avallable, représentatives o
the NatHonal Ezxective Roard of
the wunited Workers Alllance of
America are being selected in cau-
cus by the varfous participating or-
ganlzations for ratification by the
conventiog.

Preliminary reports Indicate that
ive Matlonal Tinemployed Leagde,
which merged with the WAA prior
te the opening of the convention
wag represented by close to 160
| delegates, coming from thelr battle
!grounds of struggle in Peonsyl-
Pvania, Ohlo, West WVirglola and
| other parts of the oOUBLEY.

Rump Convention Fizzles
The rump ronvention of the NUL
| organized by Arnold Johoson, Stal-
inlat =rnoge, proved o be 8 COmM-
plete Flexle With hardly as many
delegntes as can be counted om the
Hingers of yonr hande, this “cob-
ventlon™ had to abandon the pre-
text of represénting the NUL. We
lenrn Trom a Dailly Worker Waah-
ington dispateh  rhat  the trajtor
Johngon hag been placed on the Ex-
eoutive Board slate as ap “indepen-
dent” from Kentucky (!). Placing
Johnson as a “representative” from
Eentucky, which the real NUL was
unable to contact, the Stallnists
have confessed fallure 4o reallze
rheir wretched scheme fto capture
rhe NUL by & too-clever maneuver.
The leagues throughout the country
puickly realised that Johnson was
gcting in thelr midst as an agent
of the Unemployed Counclls, and
sabotaging unity In the interest of
the latter, turned a deaf ear to his
appeals and convention calla.

Ted Selander and Anthony Ram
nglin, former officera of the WUL,
were apeakers At the convention.
Ramnglla came to the conventiom
fresh from the picket lines of the
Lehigh County WPA strike. Se-
lander, whoee ‘name g intimately
assoclated with the famous Anto-
Lite stelke of Toledo, spoke to the
arzembled delegatées on the com-
munity of interests belwesn em-
ployed - an unemployed, describing
the cooperation rendered striking
waorkers by the leagoes io his dis-
arict.

Militant Nete In Speethes

Dther speakers incloded - Bay
Cooke of New Jersey, who led a
demonstration of unemployed into
the leglslature of his state where
they presented their demapds in an
emphatic manner; Charles Hosalo
of the Ilioosls Workers Alllance
which Includes thonsanda of Job-
less miners in 1ts ranks, W. K.
Patrick, ome of the 1832 bonne
marchers and others from Maine to
the Golden Gate

The militant note strock by the
orator-delegates, the, Appliuse
which greeted all fighting propossls
to advance the Interesta of the Job-
lemn, incloding a resoluton for &
mass hunger march of 60000 to
Washington this summer presages
a great future for the new organ-

of the resofutions and
work of movention will e
given In the next lssoe of the Mew




