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SPANISH REVOLUTION

Workers Misled as Capitalist*
Class Conspires Against Them

By ALFREDO ROJAS

The Spanlsh revolutlon has ar-
rived at that critleal juncture, so
often seen In previops revolutions,
when all sections of the bhourgesisic
conaplre to rob the proletarint of
the frulte of Ita struggle and are
alded In thelr maneuveras by the
cowardice and confusion of the offi-
clal leadership of the proletarian
organizations,

The city and land workers still
forge ahead, coming ever more into
direct conflict with the “left” bour-
geols government of Azaoa. Within
the last week alone, the land work-
era of Spaln have conflscated large
estates o three provinces.

IMyiding the Landed Estates

The biggest movement on the
land i in the province of Badajox
where, after sixty thonsand workers
had surveyed the estates, but them
refurned to thelr villages and con-
tented themselves merely with
drawing up plans for dividing the
egtates Into small parcels and ap-
parently bad been persuaded to
walt for the government’s land-buy-
Ing program, two days later 25,000
families marched back inte the es-
tates, divided them wap, and are
already tilling the soll,

In the provioce of Seville thog-
rands of land workers went on
girlke, driving many landownera
from thelr estates; government
goards sent to drive off the workers
kflied foor but had to retreat.

In Gerona provinee workers are
confiscating estates

In Malagn workers attempting to
peize estates were attacked by gov-
ernment guards, two of them belng
murdered. These are merely frag-
mentary reports from  capitalist
press pHurces, and indicate A counn-
try-wide move on the estates.

How much of thiz move {8 purely
gpontaneoas, s Indlcated by the
ptatement given fo the United Press
on March 28 by Juan Bimeon Vi
darte, secretary of the Soclallst
Party executive in Badajoz. He de-
clared that the workers were gimply
surveying the estates Dot woold
walt for the government fo parcel
them ont legally.
denled that the workers were taks
ing possession of the lands, Twao
daya fater came the news that 25.-
Wy familics had taken over the o8-
tnies

Strike Movemend Aggressive

The workers in the eitles are
alza on the move

widespread thronghont Spain, in al-

|trary, the government i cocguet-

Vidarte datly!

Birikes are |
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eotting  because they know they
have no chance of victory. Buat this
boycott means that if the Soclalist
Party, which iz by far the main
party of the proletariat, were to
conduet an Independent campaign,
it conld sweep the country.

Inatead of the proletariat taking
advamtage of the situation, it 1s the
republican bourgeoisie which seeks
to reap & harvert. The republican
press does not erbticlze the pead-
tloneries for the boyeolt, using it
as proof conclusive that the rene-
ticmaries refuse to sobmit to the
will =of the majority. On the comb-

ting with the reactlonaries’ demand
that the government ecall off the
municipal elestions,

In this move, It I8 very lMkely

tles from 1981—ARK.). To leave
ihem continue in their present sta-
tus would mean te prolong the wic-
tory of Febroary, But whether the

Eovernment decldes to postpone the

electlons or o hold them as de-
creed, the Popular Front should
continue united on the same repub-
lican aspirations as those which
were victorlons in February. Any
ather copception (i, that of revo-
lutionary class stroggle— AR.)
would be¢ premature.”

In other words, the republican
bourgeoisie, aided and-abetted by
the Stalinigts and the Right wing
Soclalists, threaten to postpone the
clections unless the workers' organ-
{zationa concede the bourgeolsle a
majority in the elections |

Army Held In Readiness

In order to frighten the already
cowardly proletarian  leadership
inte granting the republican bour-

that there la a secret understanding
between Azana apd the reactlon-
aries, Knowing that the rights can-
not win {he elections, and fearing
that the proletarlan organizations,
even 1f they do not condoct an In-
dependent campalgn may peverthe-
legs foree through a proletarian
majorlty on the joint election alate,
the reactlonarles may have with-
drawn In order to glve the Azame
government a pretext for forcing
through o bourgeols majority on the
foint ticket.

The Threat of Postiponement

Thiaz s borne out by the way
the question is posed in the repub-
lienn prese. “La Libertad,” repob-
lran organ, declares that ©“he tac-
tie of the rightists In abstaining
creafes A problem  that deserves
serloug consideration by the gov-
ernment.” It glves as the reason
why the governmént may perhaps
decide to call off the elections, that
ihere 18 a posslbility of & break
between the ropablickns and the
proletarlan organisatlons over o

location of seats on the election
slates. “Can such &8 question cauae
u division in the Popular Fromt?'
paks  this  bourgeols spolesman,
“We do not belleve i, we do not
expect i, but It i8 necessary to
consider this possibility.  United,
the victory will he as decisive as
that of Febroary 16, Buot the gov-
ernment ghonld reflect whether It
iz not convenient for the republican
replme o meke n  postponement
Today the [oeal governmenta of
Epain arve composed of left elements
ii.e., bourgeols republican majori-

————

geolsie's demands, every section of
the bourgecizie 13 making dire
threats. The republican press be-
jioane the end of the Republic if
the workers are not reasonable.  If
there 18 any danger of the republic
from the left, the army will step
in, declare capitalist press dis-
patches. President Zamors Is goot-
e “from rellable sources,’” as pre-
' pared to establish a government of
natlonal concentration, if there I8
&ny danger of a revolution.

Thus all sections of the hoorgeod-
gle conspire to consolidate the
bourgeois state power. The only
answer to this balldozing is the
jndependent concentration of prole-
tarlan power in the Workers Alll-
gndes,  Only this power can pre-
vemt a debacle, But instead of
breaking with thelr already treach-
erous  “left” bonrgeols allies, the
Communist and S2oclallsta  leadlera
are tralliog them.

A Ray of Hope

The one ray of hope ls that the
spontanepus drive of the masses I8
reinforcing a sharp differentiation
in the ranks of the Soclalist leader-
ahip. Outstanding among the left-
Bocialist fAgures i3 Javier Buoeno,
lender of the Asturian rebellion,
ired from prison by the workers
after the pational election.

Al numerdus mass meetings, Ja-
vier Bueno has declared his lack

and hag urged the workers fo build
ihe workers Alllances, embryo of
the poviets, as the indispensable io-
stroment of both the immedinte and

Mture straggles.

of confidence o the Populne Front, |

By MAX SHACHTMAN

What {s cheaper and easler now-
adaye than to be a "Friend of the
Boviet TUnfon™? Is there a labor
politician so lacking In astuteness
g not to understand that merely
by avowing himself a “friend” of
Russla he automatically acquires
from the international Stalinist of-
ficialdom &n extensive measure of
immunily and support for what may
well be (and usually 1s) his entirely
resctionury poliey? There aré many
left who remain obiuse on  this
goore, but thelr number diminishes
daily.

Among those who have recently
canecd the nomber to diminish s
the new pecruit to the “friends” of
the Soviet Union, 8 man who also
bears the name of “John Powers.”
Powers, In addition to bis literary
work for other reactlonary papers,
not only writes every week the in-
ternational news column of the
New Leader, officlal organ of the
Socialist party’s “0ld Guard,” bot
ig in & falr way of becoming the
leading theorefician of hls faction.

Up to quite recently, Powers has
not made the slightest affort to con-
ceal his rabld hatred of the Soviet
Union, of communizm, of every-
thing for which the HRusalan revo-
tution stands In the minds of Marx-
fat=. Even #f rather less aenzn-
tionally, he has been {0 the sstates
of Adolph Ochs and James Oneal
what Harry Lang was to the ps-
tater of Willlam Randolph Hearst
and Abraham Cahan. It goes with-
ot asying that especlally since the
sharpening of the Sociallat party’s

wing and the Old Guoarnd, hardly o

er without a venomous and mali-
clons attack on the “AMilitant group”
from Powersa pen. Between the
pages of the New York Times nnd

he has lald down a drom-fice &t-
tack wupon every progressive and

ist movement.
fchi=m
sterile, no vecord s0 bankrupt, bt
that pewers has come pugnaciously
o itz defense.

Support for "Democratic”
Capitalism

fnternal strugele between the Left

week hag gone by in the New Lead-

the columns of the Old Guard press

revolutionary current In the Soecial-
Mo soclal democratic
g0 renclionery, no current so

League's sub-g0il and requiring only
b tender and patient care of soclal
demoeratic cabinet ministers for
their eventual emergence into full
Hower.

The SBoviet Unlon's sffliation to
the League has had the same effect
in the ranks of the working class
ag the continoed sopport of “the
thieves' kitchen at Geneva" by the
{ Becond  Infernational.  An  éven
more damaging effect, however,
And that precisely because the So-
viet Union today still stands for
the great traditions of the RHusslan
revolution in the minds of the mags-
rw, and its action could only serve
to give the League of Bandits a
nif credit rating where it had for-
merly bad none

To the same cxtent that the Stal-
in-Litvinov policy in the League of
Nations bas brought confusion and
demoralization intp the working
class, it has earned the Soviet bu-
reaucracy the approbation of the
Second Internatlonal. Why not?
The more “realistic” Staliln be-
comes, that is, the more violently
he tramples under foot the teach-
ings of Marz and Lepin and the {n-
terests of the world revolutlon, the
mare confidently the rolers of the
#epond International feel that he
is ane of them.

But even more than (his is in-
volved, Having brought Soviet na-
tionalism to ita logical culmination
in  soclal-patriotism, Htalin makes
it possible for the petriots In the
fecond Internotional te trade on
the revointionary repotation of Hus-
gan In their base work of mobillz-
ing the proletariat for the coming
war. What I3 pew in the situation
now ps compared with 1914, there-
fore, is that now, with the ald of

can perform its reactiomacy role in
the nome of “defending the Hovlel
Union,™

Where lies one of Lhe grenbest,
if mot the greatest hope for a Ben-
pinely proletarian  movement and
strugele agninst the impending im-
perialiat war? for that world peace
which only Infernational soelalism
can assure?  In’ the sweep to dhe
Tasft ol the militnut Bocinlist ale
ments in the Zecond Tnferbational,
in thelr logieal evolutlon to  the
position of conslstent revolutlonary
Marxismm Inm a number of counn-

viet Russia both from Germany and
Japan, no Socialist aware of the
realities of the situation aond pos-
sesging n sense of responsibility can
eriticlze Boviet Ruasia for its pol-
fey of collaboration with the Leaguae
and of any countries whose intér-
potg eolnelde with Soviet Hossia's
in the task of checkmating Hitler's
war ocongplracy. The interests of
geli-defense justfy fally the sharp
change in Soviet Russia’s foreign
policy from ill-founded, bitter of-
position to the League of Nations
te ‘clasz  collaboratlon’ with the
League and any bourgeola goverh.
ments whose own interests dictate
the necessity of collaboration with
Hoviet Ruszia. We have no healta-
ton in saying that those Soecialists
and Communists of the Left who
fesall Hossla's legitimate policy of
self-defense nre, apeaking objlec
tively, doing the work of Hitler
and Paselsm."”

The Trotsky-Borah Amalgsm

The renson for Fowers” newly dis-
covered passion for the Soviet Un-
jon beeomes clearer a week later.
In the March 28 fssue of the New
[eader he lets fily A new Aftack on
MNorman Thomas and the Soclalist
Militantz, The latter are, according
to Powers, “a curious combination
of ‘Left wing® communism and prim-
itive, parochial American fsolation-
ism." His column, according to ite
headline, Is devoted to "some com-
ments on the Trotsky-Boarah pollcy
advecated by Thomas.”

Az iz ovident from the headline,
Powers and Co. have learned gquite
o bit from the art of Stalinist pol-
ities.  Just as Trotsky is always
bracketed In the CP. press with

Stalinis=m, the Second Illtﬂmﬁﬂﬂﬂﬂlr"wh“" Guards and counter-revoli-

tionists,” the Old Guard has learned
to bracket the Left wing with every-
oae and overvthing that 1s ablor-
rien to eonservative soclalism. What,
for example, have Trofsky and Bor-
ah in conunen, especinlly on the
gueation af lssoe, the League of
Mations? Borah atandd, presumably,
aor Ammerican iselation in principle,
for the preservation of Amerjean
capttalist rle free from  commit-
ments in Eurepe, so0 that it may
pursue & world imperlalist policy
with the maximom of latitude,
Troteky i=a opposed to the Leagiue of

A DUBIOUS ALLY FOR STALINISM

HOW THE “OLD GUARD” BECOMES A “FRIEND OF THE SOVIET UNION”
AS SOON AS LITVINOV PLAYS|LEAGUE OF NATIONS POLITICS

The argument that the working
cluss movement s weak and must
appl nesistance for its cause out-
side 1ts own immediate ranks, that
it must therefore support the
Langue, "however inadequate,” 1=
argulng in & vicious clrcle. The
'proletarian movement is weak pre-
cisely becanse it supports the inati-
tutions of itg cluss enemy. The way
to keep it weak, to keep it un-self-
reliant, is to teach it to continoe
gupporting enemy institutions, The
labor movement inlﬂl‘ﬂﬁ.llﬂnﬂlliy ha
indesd been brought to the edge of
@ treacheroms gwamp. It stands
with one leg on firm soll; the other
rests on the surface of the swamp.
By that very fact It 18 unbalanced,
and consequently weak. The 0ld
Guard of the Second International,
ardently asslsted by Stalinism,
keeps warning the working class
ibat it {8 oot in & Arm position by
itself and that the way to siTeng-
then §tself ia to lean more heavily
on the swamp. And the heavier It
leans In that directlon, the closer
it comes to toppling over into the
gwamp and being entirely en-
gulfed by It

The Becond International 18 pre-
paring feverishly to play the same
role in the coming war that It
played in 1914 When FPowers
wrltes that its ends are “the main-
tenanee of peace, If at all possible,
and the mobillzation of the nationa
and peoples agalnst any milltary
aggression by Hitler Fasclam,” he
means: when war does bresk out,
we will mobilize the proletariat for
the trenches where it may be
planghtered in the interests of the
“democratic” bandits, which ought
to be at least as much consolatlom
to the workers as It was in 19814~
1918 to dle for “republican” FPrance,
“pone lttle" Delgiom and “demo-
cratic” Americs,

“The Third International not only
inkes the same lineg of pollcy, bat
supplies the old school of soclal-
pairiois with a new argument which
they did not have the benefit of
twenty vears ago: “defense of the
Soviet Union” Under cover of this
entirely correct slogan, all kinde
of seoundrels, whe either never
tgave a damn about the Soviet re-
public or who have been System-
atically yndermining its revolution-
ary foundations, are fostering the

[ R
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of all the kieas prevalent im tle
Aveond  luternational, few are as
deceptive, treacherons and franght
with calamity for the worlds

Nationg on grounds common to | poison of chauvinism in the bl y
every revolutionist, namely, beeanse | 0f the working class. .
it s an association of imperialist Whoever offers an aptitoxin to i

tries, these elements are moving af
preater or lesser speed, with great-
er or lesger elarity, away Erom fhe

A Letter from ltaly

{Continued from Page 3)

most every case reaulting in re-
sounding victorles, Typical of fle
fecling of the workers is the ulti-

wherdp in the Factories, in The res

matnm presented to the bosses by
the powerful oetal workers® organ-
lzation of Barcelona.
wage Increases and a H-hour weeg,
thie worliers notified the bosses that
unless their demands are shostly
granted, they will oecupy the [w-
tories and rn them on & szocialist
baris,

In Valencia, the wvarious frade
unlong, hitherto sharply  divided;
have united to foree the bosses to
rehice all workers discharged on
political grounds doueing  the  lpst
few years, The Aznng governmeent
haa not attempted fo enforee the
law for vehiring, and  Valencin's
example shows that the peiletariat
iz heginning to take the matter into
its own hamnade.

Bl Clinging to Azang

While #he laud s city workers
are thus coming into ever sharper
conflict with the repnblicnn govern-
ment. the Socialist amd Comrminist
lepderahly = hanging  onto the
contnil: of the Azana governoment.
The republican  bonegeols groups,

Striking for |

d oeouwld eafely say that over half
ihe inhabitaniz of Naples are hoo-
gry half the time,

“Thiz I by no means all,  For
five months now, workers. have
bawn {orbidden to guit their jobs
o penalty of loslng thelr syodicate
crds.  They can however as before
tep fired] at the will of thelr employ-
erz. This syatem of labor conscrip-
tlon has been glven an appearnnce
of equality and a legal covering by
the provision that the bosses most
fivst et permission te  discharge
fronm the Fascist syndicate, bug in
iy expericace I have not Known
i, any epEes where permisslon was
riefused, 1t §s o mere formality and
subterfuge,  This lins all the ad-

remy of lts disadvantages.  Awd the
Italiam workers ave asked to sup-
vort the war and enlizt in the army
I order to abollal slavery in Eth-
il.|'|'|iﬂ !

“Why do the waorkers endiire sich
intalerable condittoms?  They can-
not for the tme belng do otlher
wi=e.  The pervaslve syefesn o o5

having god the Dest of (e bareain
in the Febreary 16 national elec-
tions by lwing givenm an
mijority of the seats on the joint

republican-workers’ =zlnte, demand-
eld o slmilar joiot slate for the
municipal  electiohs  which  take

plaes o1 April 120 The Commumnist
mnrty immedintely esme  ont for
such o conlltlon. After a shinrp dis-
agreeiment within  the  Socinlist
ranks, the left Syclallate gemanding
nn independent proletarinn  course
in the munieipal clections, the Right
Wing Soelalists  wore  victorious
il the Bocinlist party agreed to
enter o joint sfare,

The apologlats for the coalition
with the bonrgeoisie in the Februo-
ary 16th elections defended the co-
alitlon an the grounds. that 1t was
eolely for amnbesty and restoration
of ilemeeratle right=. Thizs oxouse
no longer holds for the April 12 co.
alitlon, The “left™ government, in
fnet, s enriniling democratle rights,
Bpain Ik vwnder a modified form of
martial law decreed by Azana. The
Epovernment has prohibited all out-
door meetingas and congregating on
the stresets. It has sent guards and
troops to put down the land work.
era. It is with this bourgeols gov-
ernment that the April 12th coall-
tlom 1z belng made.

Catholics Boyeolt Elections
What makes the conlition even
more ludicrons is the fact that the
Catholice amd Monarchists and
other reactlonary groups bhave an-
nounced that they will boyeott the

abzuolute |

plomage and the govermmental for-
fror make it impeessible for them to
[gpeak ont openly ngalest fheir ope
| prossors oF te gleile at them, They
|1=milt' theiv borden= with  elepelie
teoth ool elosed fise,

The Opposition Movement

wmo ey oz T have been able o
amertain, there is almost na or
ganizsl opposition working  undler.
sronndd nEgnlp=t the regime amonz
e workers.  There were a munbor
af =l revelutiowary gronps, or-
ganieed in groups of five, oreraling
in rhe pimoesi secrecy o fow yenrs
aga, P police aEenizs seeceeded
in worming their woay inte them:
breake them ap; nnd the revalution-
j=ie mre wow in prison or on the
pemal Islands,

“Uany of the alder workers re-
member the occupations of the fac-
fories  during 192122 and  retain
their  Roclialist  convictions, The
younger generntion. however, | re-
gref to report. that has  beews
bronght up under the present re-
cime and stuffed with Fascist pro-
prginda, are greatly confuszed by
Musszollni's demagogy. Ther have
had noe Bociallst edueation, are ta-
ken in by his anti-copitalist witer-
auecs; and more or less  belijewve
that the empty fist he waves at the
capltalista will be brought down
upon them and psed to crush them,
But they will learn from their
own bitter experlence what Fas-
clam reslly is.

“I wish I conld convev fo o
ihe extent of the esplonage avatem
It s the cement {hat holds the re-

vnutages of chattel slavery wirhout |

tanrants, ¢ic.  Agents provoculeurs
are constantly at work ferreting oot
opponents of the regime. People are
extremely distrustful of one another
and especlally of strongers.

The application of sanctions by
KEungland has glven the govermment
n heaven-gent opportunity te direct
the wrath of the masses ngainst
FEngland., But thiz patrlotle fervor
is beginning to die down, desplic
the franfie efforts of the Pasclsts
to keep 1t ag white heat. People
are beginning to wonder and ask:
How long cun, this last? Where
will it end? What are we getting
at of 0t IMnsznlini's only anzwer
ig: tighten vour belts and prepare
for anothier and bigger war,

“ITheres are rmmors of frictien
Between the army bigh  eommand
ad the Fnselst party tops Thore
iv nn question buat that eracks are
appearing and wideniong in all di-
rections within the regime, althongh
as yet they are carcfully eovercd
1|

“Ju my opinton, the eritieal time
"will eome with fhe retarn of the

Irowps  from Hthiopla.  Mnssoling
vy BnE  over SO0 men ander
larvms in Afrien amd & milllon in

Tinly.
wil it
him=elf.

He eannet demobilize them
the  greatest  dangers o
Perhaps, it will not be

necernry for him to do =60, The

rew world war s =6 perilonsly
clemp,

The prolongation of the Ethio-
pinn campiign, the efforts of the
etz of the economlc sanctinns,
the henvy expenses of the war, the
zrowing disconient among nll ranks
nf e people, the fenzenesz in the
Intornntional  situation  vndermine
the stabilifty of the Fascist  state
aml drives Mnsselivi on o increns-
Ingly desperate measures, 11 Duce's
dnra are pombered,  But “whom
the gods would destroy, they fiest
make moil.”* Inte what bloodier
adventures will he drag the Tialian
penple before his doom 1s sesled ?
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munfcipal electlons. They are boy-
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the proletarciat must support  the
“democratic” capifalist nations in
n owar with the Fascist countries,
Between 1814 and 1918, ldentically
the spmwe conecpilon copverted mosg

congdquently to be found fodny
mong the teachers of ancial-patri-
ie doctrine. Tet o war break oot
tomorrow between Foaseist Goermany

for o new re-division of (e world,

self on the =hde of the French

likelilioed. b connted in the Frencl
“tlemeeratic’” front, would make no
diMerence to Powers, For it should
e remembersd (hat his préedeces-
=nrs of 1014 were nof made
Jngaistie in

("zar and ile AMikado werne
“making the world =afe for demao.
eraey.”

The Liengee of Natlens is today
mercly o psandonvim for the =0-
el ledl “demaocratic"” eonntries.
dainilly dominated by Franee, the
gendnrme of FEurope, and Eanglamnd,
slave-owner on six continents, fis
principe]  pre-oceupntion o world
polbtica In enr tlme bhas been {and
i) the preservalion of the anpre-
=ervnhle stning gque. The status gue
—the state of things ag they are—
means not enly the iniamous Ver-
aatlles freaty {which formed part of
Pl yeast on- which Hitlerlsm rose
to powerd Tmt nlso the oppressive
rale of bankeopt capiltallsm  over
tens of millions of workere and
finndreds of milliovns  of  colomial
wpris,

The sapport glven the Leagoe of
Natltonz, froan the vyery beginning,
by the Second Infernationnl has
werely  been another way of sup-
porting the continued existence of
eapitalism, thinly covered with ref-
erences to the alleged potentinlities
for peace reslding romewhere in the

The

working clas: as the doctrine that

of the Secialist parties into cannon-
fodder supplices for their respeetive
capitallizt fatherlands. Nothing hav-
ing changed in the Old Goard of
the Seconad Il:l-r‘-nli'llimml, Puowers is

nnd “demoeratio™ nperinlist Fromne:
and Powers is certain to range him-

butchersz, The fact ithat Italy, Po-
Iand and Yugoeslavin would, in all

sz
thele support of the
Allies because of the fact that the
alsn

JAPAN, CHINA &

eclossic concepltions of social refor-
mil=m, and especlally, away from
the latber's capitalist patrlotism.
Anpd the elubs with which the IRigl
wing  bureaucracy seecks to beot
ithem back, are belug taken more
and more from [he greenal of Stal-
inism,

Powiers offers o concrefe Instanoe
of how thiz ls being done, In the
attempt to  =mash  the  Milltand
Groun, he enlls apon Stalin.Litvin-
o [or mid and iovekes thelr con-
ception of the “defeuse of the Ho-
viet Union™ fo buttress his sene-
tlonary position,

Lt ps  aquote  extensively from
Fim, 50 that we may =ee the inll
signiflrance of the growing rap-
proachement  between  the Right
wing of the Sesond Internntional
and the burenwerney of the Thied.

Powers' “Concemn™ for
Russian Revolution

"TLitvinov's  specch before  the
Comneil of the Leagoe of Natlons
in London on Twesdoy,” e begins
[ New Leader, Marely 21, 1036), “em-
phasized mgnin the extent to which
Sovivl Kuossia is committed to col-
Imboration with the League anod
hier  military  aflies, France aod
Czechoslovakin, agninst Hitler Ger-
many's war plans. For Soviet Hos
sla to porawe any other policy would
be to neglect criminally her very
Yite intercsts amd to jeopovdize the )
copguests of the revelobion. After |
Hitler's speech announcing the ad- |
vnnee of German froeps intoe the
demilitarized HRhineland, therwe
crvitlld be o more donbt of the aims
of German policy. What Fitler o
fored to Enrope was n  25-vear
reaee guaranbee i the West in ex-
chinnge  for a free hand  agninst
Tws=in,  The militarist-Fascist ban-
digtx of GGermany have the pemerlty
1 sieEgesl openly (hat i pecmifted
i despafl and dismember Russia,
they will not ntinck the rest of
Burope.  Litvinoy emphasized this
point very well and exposed com-
rletely the troe character of Hik-
ler's objectives
“In the light of the very real and
formidable dunger eonfronting So-

brigands, and his opposition s en-
tively in conformily with his lrre-
concllable antagonism to capitallsi

Lengne or nof.

The position takenm by Norman
Thomas, in spite of those of s
wEpects which are not consistent
with hiz maln argument, and there.
fore not fhoronghgoeing, i3 never-
flucliess Hlﬁlﬂl{"l:l.' closer to the rov-
olutlonary stand than the position
of the Second Internntional. in
fact, the two move In opposite dl-
rections.  Thomas, for example, de-
clares thnt “only n socinlist l.[l-j}l'.‘ﬂi
presents real hope”  If this measns
that the struggle agalnst war can
be comd@cted effectively only by
means of an independent, militant
working cluss  movement, it is une.
a=snilalde.  The pontiffs of the Ser-
ond  Inmternationnl, however, whao
have worked with might and main
o ddemornlize the proletarinn move.
ient, thke the pesitlon that hecanse
the working class iz prosteate and
confused, ghe only  way of “pre-
venting™ war §s to get behind the
capltalist war-mongers, or at least
A section of thom.

Phias (1 Guard has long ago lost
oy belief in the ability of the
warking elass not only to emanch-
mate ftsel, bot oeven o fight s
diafly battles poder capitallsm, The
working class 15 be e saved Tfrom
enuitalism and its rovages, by sup-
perting . . . capitallsm and lta in-
Atitutions. “By deriding the Leagoe
nl :'\.'nri.lll'.l.‘sl (HITH 4,:|I||'_.|lI inlermnt ional
instrimment  for  ecollective  action
avallable,”s Powers repromches Tho-
tas, " . . he helps lend enconrage-
miciet fo the epemies of internation-
]l eeoperation g gives aid amnd
comfort to Hitler,"”

The League, in Powers' mind, =
the “only infernntionsl instrimept
for collectlve actlon available,” for
one =fmple resson: He has oot the
sightest belief that the world pro-
letarian movement, be it orgonized
in the Second oF Thied Infernation-
alz, 15 available for collective oc-
tion or actlon of any other kind fn
ite own bDehalf!

THE U.
ar Crisis'in the Far Fast
S | IS\ REVERTS TO «BLOC OF FOUR CLASSES= IN CHINA

IRVING PLAZA HALL *

i

S.S.R.

H

h from

role in the United Blates, regard-.
less of whether the latier Iz in the !

QUESTIONS
Ausp: N

this polson, wheever seeks to dispek
it from the ranks of the proletariat,
tg make the latter healthy and
strong and able to rely on and Aght
for ttaelf, ls wow dismlesed by both
the old line boreauerscies by being
Inbelled . . . &8 Trotskylst.

What significance munst the Left
wing Socialist necessarily attach
o the fact that the reactlomary
and corrupt Old Guard of his party
now gttaeks hin in the same terme,
with the same arguments, and even
with the same ghibboleths and g
hils, Az the Stallnists have always
attmeked the revolytlonary Interba-
tionalists whom they  fnally  ex-
pelled froms thelr porty !

' Old Guard--C. P. [

DHI'H'I- ﬂu:er

The Stalinists, bhaving completed
their development towards socials
patriotizm, find that they have a
decrensing attractive power for the
Left wing Socialist workers—be-
canze they are travelling in oppo-
gite directions. For the sime oed-
gon, {he Htalinists fiud an increas-
l'liﬂl}" coinmon program—in  theory
and in action—with the reactionary
wing of the Sccond Intervational,
Like draws unto 1ike. For the same
renson, those who are belng so0 gen-
erally covercd wiflh the Iabel of
“Trofskyjam™ Iy the reactionary
bureaweraecbez, even if nod alwaye
VETY neencately ond  warraniediy,
must inevitably drow tegether also,
Coming from  different directions
thongh theyr have, traveling thongh
they do mt different poces. they are
fludting their road townpds the rev-
alutlonary praletarian siruggle
arEainst war and  Fasclan, and
mgatnal the whole sy=tem of cap-
“Itali=m feom which these twin evils
inexorably nrise,

The gaolitleal allinnee between the
O Goard soeinl democrat: and (e
Stalinksts, not oarganizationally ex-
pressnd only hecanse of conglderas
fions of an  essentlally secondary
arider, ouly foreshadows that heal-
fhier and traly progreszive coming
together of all the revolwtionary
forees who undeestand the sitnation

and know how to draw the proper
eanclnsions from it
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