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STALINTERN READY TO EMBRACE CHIANG KAl fHEK
fOffer Chinese Red Arm

"Resurrection of Disastrous 1927

By LO BEN

On March 21, 1927, the workers
of Shanghal rose in 8 mighty i#-
surrectlen. With thelr own arms
and thelr own forces they defeated
and expelled the garrison of Wor-
thern mercenaries. Five days later
Chiang Kal-shek made bis trium-
phant entry Into the citr.

Om Aprll G, 1827, io the Hall of
Columna In  Moscow, Stalin told
3,000 party foncilonarles that
Chlang Kal-shek was “lending the
army and canfot do ¢therwlse but
lead It agalnst the lmperiallsts™

Beven days later Chlang Eui-shek
led his army against the workers
of Shanghal and with frightful
slaughter croshed the mass move-
ment which had swept him to
E

On April 21, 1027, In his theses
published in Pravda, Stalln wrobe
that the “revolutionary Euomin-
tang ln Wohan" (Wang Ching-wel
and Co.) was “leading s decisive
struggle against miltarilam and
Imperialism.™

After Shanghal . . . Wuhan

Bxactly a month later, on May
21, soldiers led by the Wohan gen-
erala began slaughtering the work-
era in Changsha and the peasants
throughout Hunan provines On
July 16 Wang Ching-wel and Co.
formally prosceribed the Commu-
nists and the trade uonlons and
workers' heads fell im the streets
af Wuhan, the “revolatlonary cen-
ter” (Stalln), under the axea of
the “revolutionary RKuomintang.*

A few weeks later, the Wuhan
Government, which had becn “lead-
ing a decigive struggle against mil-
itarizm and imperiallem,” eapitu-
lated to and united with the gov-
erament of Chlang Kal-shek at
Nanking., The power of the Huo-
mintang and the generals was es-
tabllshed throughout the land and
the mass movement was croahed.

That is the record, o brief, of the
achlevements of the “antl-imperial-
Iat united front” in China in 1925-
1927,

The Cyele of Adventurism

The Kuomintang power which
emerged from that “unifed fromt,™
ofherwise known ns the “blor of
four classes,” has now endured nine
years, nineg years of unremitting
terror against the workers and
Peasants, nine years of uninterrupt-
i capitulation 4o imperialism,

Stalintsm in this period plaved
out its own eycle of disastrouns nd-
venturism and hopeless experiments
with an Insargent peasant mowve
ment in the remote interior entirely
divorced from the wrban proleta-
riat. The working class ltself, its
organlzntiens shattered, croshed by
the ferrific defeat it had suffered,
refmpined in oa state of depression
ard political apathy, broken by
despernte, hersie, {solated, defen-
give, sronomic stroggles.

Today, precipitately and without
n single backward glance, Stalinism
has reverted to the same  course
which led in 1927 to the most mon-
strons eoclal  eatastrophe of our
times—the annihilation of o mighty
revolntlonary moss movement, not
by a stronger cuoemy, roecognized
a8 such, but by the forces it had
Leen taught te regard as its own
leaders,

Back ito the DBloody Past

Hemoved from ithe shroud which
alzo covers the bodies of scores of
thousands of workers and peasants
muaasnerdl in its name, the “anti-
imperinlist mnited front™ s beiog
resureceted today o a form even
more vile and necessarily more gro-
Besoue than that which §t assomed
nine yveara ago.  All the ald DIV
tanlst phraszes and slogans, hastily
dittched om the morrow of the ca-
tustrophe, have been lifted from the
past and refarbished for new use.
The lezsons of the evenls which
fhese spme  phrases accompanied
nine y¥oars ago are lefi carefully
buarled with thelr vietimz

Im 1025-1927 aiplin-Mukharin
tanglht that the Chinese bourgeolisle
wias capable of wiging o struggle
ageinat  imperialism,. Trotsky
warned that the bourgecisle could
ard woutld only strangle the ant-
imperialist movement. [t took the
diznsters of 1987 to reveal o Stalin.
Buklnrin the troth, if not the es
sinee, of this warning.

“The experlence of the past Qe
velopanent,” the declared In a
resoluthon  on  August 8, 1027,
“shows  plainly  that  the boor-
giodsic I not capable of solving
the problems of matlonel emencipa-
tion from the joke of imperinlizm
« =« that it iz not capable of con-
ducting a conslatent fight against
foreign Imperialism and §s becoming
more and more inelined . . . to A
compronise which leaves the dom-
mmation of imperiallsm almost com-
pletely undisturbed.”

Hut thiz did mot mean that the
“bloe of four classes” was anything
but perfectly correct or the Comm-
imtern leadership anything but im-
peceable,  XNor was it anything else
when in the ensting percbod It
turned on the morrow of defeat to
blind putschism and then to remote
priraanni “roviets" in the deep hin-
terlanmd.  Meanwhile the bourgeoci-
ale Faled ruthlessly with §ts twin
weapans, terror and capitulation to
Impeerinlism.

Yot todiny, without gasp or stam-
mer, the Btallnists greet the hbellef
that “a constderable sectlon of the
natlomal bourgeolsie . . . I ever
more energetically trring to find a
way to reslst Japanese imperialism
= o« o amdd, morteover, “Are turning
tor o way out te the tolling masses,"
[Wan Min).

Do we then oot tell the workers
and peasants that the national bour-
geolsle can not and will-mot com-
gistently fAght imperlalism? ‘That
the fight against imperialism iz the
fight agaiost the bourgeoiale for the
Interests of the workers and peas-
unta ¥ That the proletaciat in alli-
ance with the peasantry alope arc
capable of prosecuting a successful
natlonal revolutlonary war against
imperialism? Do we not show them
how thiz was demonstrated to the
bloody hilt in 1925-27 and & thou-
sand times over simce then?

D we not eall for the mdspen-
dent organization of workera In
thisir unlons and party, of pensanis
in their assoeclations led by the ur-
bhan proletariat=—independent o
banner and program of the vacli-
lating ang treachercus zigzags of
the bourgeolsie or sectlons of it?

ffhat 1s what we tell them. The
Stalinlsta pursue a different courss

The Stalinist Flip-Flop

“If Chipng Halshek really
means to take up the struggle
against Japan, then obviously the
Soviet Government (sic) will ex-
tend to him the hand of friend-
ship on the fleld of haitle against
Japan.” (Mao Tse-tung Dally
Waorker, March 20.}

A "hang of friendship” on what
terma?  As outlined by Wan Min
in the special Chinese nomber of
the Communist International for
Febroary, they répresent a complete
abdleation of even nominal astrug-
gle for the revolutlon in China,
One by one, Wan Min drops all the
myths of “Soviet China" of recent
years into the bottomless pit of &
past, betier forgotien.

The Btalinlsts propose a “People’s
Government of Self-Defenss” into
which “all parties, groups, political
and military authorities™ are to
joln. They will propose confieca-
tion only of the lamd of “nationak
iraltors™ (%) and any “‘feudal land-
lords” whoe won't say they're
against imperlalism. Workera will
be promised “increascs (o wages
. . . Improvement in material con-
ditions.'”” Tm the areas controlled by
the Stalinfsts’ own Hed armies, land
conflacation will all bat come to an
end and the “extreme demands"” of
the workeras “will be rejected.”
They will “refrain from organizing
workera” control of Industry, the
peceasary conditions for which do
not exist as yet"

“Return the Land"

Thus, the silent, furtlve demize
of a thousand propagandlat legends!
T poor peasants who gleaned a
modicum of benelt in the Se-called
“Eoviot distrlets™ will go back into
the tender embrace of the landlords,
As for the workers, they are being
deprived of something they never
had, except In the imagination of
hacks ten thousand miles away.
The fictitious “Soviet Government"
will remain as & formal label for
thie Hed Army command. The “So-
viets" will elther disappear entirely
Or assnme grosser, even ARtl-prole-
tarlan forms.

Nine years ago at the belght of
the mass movement, the Stalintern
proscribed Hoviets, orged by the
Opposition, becanse they represent-
ed “a slogan of struggle against
the revolutionary Koeomlotang™
When the revelutlonary Kuomin-
tang was tranaformed overnlght in-

NEW MILITANT

Bloc

to an lpstrument of counter-revol-
tion and the mass movement Was
erashed, the Stalinlsts came for-
ward with “Soviets” which proved
a tragic Action.

In the perfod of counter-revold-
tlon the Oppositicn called for &
struggle for democratic rights cen-
tered” Around the slogan of a Na-
tlonal Assembly. This was de-
nounced by the Stalinista as the
pttermoat deptha of “counter-Tevi-
lutlonnry Trotskyiam.” Today the
Stalinists, dumping their “SBoviets"
want the “People’s Government"
to convoke a “pepreseantative body
. « » thoeted on the basiz of demo-
eratie libertlea™

A Noose for the Workers

Tho# obée mope, as 4 thousand
times in the past, the Stallnists
have beem ecompelled to reach out
for a polltleal loe loid down by
“the vanguard of the counter-réevo-
lutionary bourgeolsie”. Only, @as
over, In thelr hands it s mangled
and twisted and becomes not an
instrument of proletarian stroggle
buet a noose for the working class.
We concelved the Naofional Assem-
bly as a aslegan around which the
workers could be helped once more
to ralse thelr hemds and through
which they counlil emerge as an in-
dependent politieal foree, The Stal-
inists, having forsaken the workers,
now want an assembly feom the top,
created through A& new series of
comblnations. a new “bloc of four
clagaes." ‘This marks a new phase
of the Stalinist course in China
which, through ita variows periods,
has eat an ever-widening chasm be-
tween the Stalinjst party and the
Chinese workers,

A LETTER FROM ITALY

Nationalist Maniacs Driving Nation Through
War into Collapse and Ruin

According to n reeent dispatch
from  Italy, Vesaving fs  again
belching forth flames and the in-
habitants of Naples, who live nb-
der itz shadow, fear an impending
eruptlon. XNothing could be more
symbolie of the present =state of
affairs under Alu=solinl  The Fas-
ciat peglme caps o flery furpace of
unresr, wihidh ot ouly exerts fre-
mendons pressure apon i, but may,
in the not very far foture, explode
amd blow it o biis

The Ethiopian Campaign

AMuossolind erdered the Eifhiopian
adventure for twe reasons.  Firsg,
ag the begioning of his lomg-prone-
imed campalgn o securs the colon-
izl empire that Italinn capltal was
cheated of after the last war., Hec-
und, as an owntlet for the energies
of the nwemploved and as a means
af  diverting  the domestic  di=con-
tent cveated by the erisla into fm-
prerfalist chanmels. Colonlnl expe-
ditiens and forelgn wars are thne.
bomored expedients of roling class-
v to turn  the attention of the
masses from thelr misery, Decay-
ing empltallzm, whether of  the
demoreratie or fascist variety, ean
zolve the problom ol  permanent
nnemplorment in only ofe  way:
by eonseripting the jobless ot la-
bor armies as In Germany, C.0.
connpa as b the Tnited States, oF
inte actual fAghting forces as in
[taly.

To date 11 Dmee hos falled to
mnecomplish elther end.  Fthlopia s
med vet im hlg clutches, The war
in Ethiopin has been in progress
for half a wyear. While foreign
millitary experta disagree as to the
extent of the Italian sacoesses, i
in clear that the Erhiopinns have
ot been subjugabed; Abyssivlg pe
maing wneonguered,  Although the
Lralian Arniies hm e ol v needd
sleadily into the interior nnd stored
numerons victories, they have uot
et the Ethioplans In any declslive
| engngemnents nor have they pene-
irated bevond the dangerous moun-
tain pusses Into the heart of the
wnankry. With the raiony seasen
close at hamd, the campaign must
come o o halt, At least another
vear will be necessary before the
Fascisis an  claim Ethiopla s
thelr vwn,

The Sltnation at Honoe

Meanwhile life does not  stand
slill either at home or in the in-
ternational arena. Far froom ame-
Horntlng  the conditiong of  the
miased, the war has aggeavated
thele sufferings. Datriotle fervor
iz a poor substiture for bread and
clothing. The internal  situation
grows more aente with every pass-
ing day. Storm clonds of dissatis.
faction with the apparently hope-

leas polleies of the government are |
gathering, wot only amoung the
workers I the eitles and countey, !
bt among olheér clagses of the
populntion, cxtending even into the
direeting eivcbes.

In order to earcy on the Wwar,
Mussolind is Dbelng compelled to
tighten the straltjacket PFasclam
clamps upon the natlonal econamy,
Filrat the blg banks were put un-
der rigld gevernmental control;

now Il Dues threatens to do the
snme to the key industries oeeded
for armaments.  Ttalisn capitalizm
i2 being forced to sacriflce ita last
mvasure of freedom to the Faselst
stgte In order to preserve the ex-
iating reglme, and, above all, les
own  existence.  Finance eupital
mist pay 8 heavy price for ftg po-
lice protection. That is one peason
why it “preefers" if possible, hone-
gz democracy, 1t I cheaper in
the long Tumn.

Mussolinl's recent edicts coneern-
ing the nationallzation of the
bunks wmld of key industries are
pok I the least steps towards so-
clallsm, as bourgeols commnentatoers
have clalmed. They represent (e
final flowering of state capitalism,
rthe consummation of the marriage
between monopely  capitalizn  and
state power. The whole of Ttallan
cuhmny must be put on o military
li@si®, ok u]l];.' [ eusWrE (08 e
pefuation, bt as preparailon for
rhe world war alead, *“The wheels
aof  destiny.”  declared  Auossolin,
“run fost.  The inevitability of the
nation's being ealled on to  fas
another war . . . must golde all oar
actioms

Avceording  to all rveports,
|.||_r|,2||lt:r.'|.!Ef.'|-|: of sanctions have se-
verely crippled  Italian  economy,
The small industrislists have sof-
fered heavily from the imposition
of sgnetiens. They have bheen shik
ope of  their forelgn markets anad
fimd It fucrensingly diffienlt to ok
taln neceszary supplies amd raw
imaterials,

The Plight of the Masses

The bGurlens of the war, how-
ever, have fallen most beavily upon
the working and consuming masses,
Even before the war, Italian sthn-
dardzs of living were among the
lowest of all capitalist conntries in
Ed roepwse, Binee [he war the oost
of Hving bas increased over ALy
pereent and the end of the process
is not yet in slght.

The following letter recently roe-
eelved from an  Itallan comrade
throws a glaring light opon the
conditiona of the workers. We
nuate in part :

"l answer to yonr request .i_-I:I:I_'
informmtion abont the present sito-
atiom in Tealy, amd especially Hfe
giomg  the industrial  workers, 1
send  vou the following from my
own observations in Naples, an
industrlal eenter and the scene of
the embarkntions for BEihiopia.

“First, n few figares concerning
winges pnd living conditions. Ax
yvon know, the average wage of
the Itallan worker under Fasclam
he= heen among the lowest in all
Europe,  With the worker's card
ulbstad nedd v !l‘t—E:l!lhDrﬂll.i]:l in the Fas-
cigt srndicate (and without sieh @
card o worker i3 virtually black-
lsted and finds it almost impossible
to secure & joh), workers are pald
a minlmum of 153 cents s hour
(reckoning the lire at B centa), A
akilled worker may earn a8 moch
ng 274 cents an hour, However,
medern industry does oot requise
many skilled workers, and only
about 4en percent can be placed in
thiz latter category. The average
wage, from the statistice I was
gble to gather on the spot (official

statistics are notoriously unrell-
able) for an Ttalian worker may
b placed at about 16 cents an hounr,

*The average weekly earnings of
n  fwetory  worker  would,  then.
nmount te abont BG40, Waanen
workers earn from T8 to 10 cents
an hour. Clericnl workers, steno-
graphers, etc, from £16 to 232 a
month. Engloeers get from 304 to
2 a month. Dvpariment heads
up tx $112 a month.

“As an instance of the earnings
in the wpper levels, here i the
moenthly pay cavélope of a shop
foremnan superintending the work
of 40 akilled mechanics. This man
iz about 45 vears old, has besn In
the service of the same firm for 13
years, and represents a sort of la-
hat pristocracy.

Salary ..........c00.....8 T0.00
veriime (about 85 hours
this menth) .... ...... 2900

Total monthly salurey ... 1000
{from which is deducted) :
Income Tax (835%) ...... B35
Dues to Faselst Syndlcate 1]
Total direct taxes 0.65
Nel ineome for month.. .. 99.15

“When theve s woe overtime, his
et inceme falls to $63 a month.

“Fasciat offlclals  prondly  point
to the fact that Italy was one of
the fiest countrics (o adopt a forty-
honr woek., This i, of course, a
complete fravd from the worker's
standpoint, Sinee  the forty-hour
week was lostitobed wlthout any
corresponding increase in hourly
pay, It was not wanted by the
workers, who find themselves un-
able to earn enough to support
themselves and thelr families, an-
less they are “lucky’ enongh to
work many hours overtime, It s
nothing but the Fascist version of
rour  Hoover's  “ghare-the-work™
program,

“Bearing In mind that the aver-
age weekly pay envelope of an In-
dustrial worker la 28,40, let us look
at the prevalllng prices for the e
caaltles of life. (Sinee this data was
collected, prices bave gone up by
about 25 percent without any raise
i wiies, )

Bread (1 pound) ....... £ .06.3
Macaronl (1 pound) .... .01
Meat (1 pound) ...... . AiS
Butter (1 pound) ....... GL.O
Vegetables (1 pound) ... .10.9
Eggs (1 dozen) ,,....... JS&0
Milk (1 quart) .......... Jd20

Coffes (1 pound) ....... 2800
Sugar (1 pound) ........

il (1 quart) ........... .5&0
Cheese (1 poond) ........ 624
Salami (1 pound) ........ 725
Light and Gas (I menth} 4.80.0
KEent (1 month—2 roosms

and kitehenebte) vo-- LGHLD

“The daily requirements of a
family of Ave for decent living
withont amusements or clothing I
eatimate to be about £2.18 a day,
or $15.20 4 weak. AVIith the av¥erige
income of the wage-earner at $640
for a forty-hone week this family
has to do without meat, botter,
vEEs, wine, coffes, sugsr. cheese,
salami, or oil. This will give rou
an idea of the dapelvatlons endured
by the workers and thele families

(Continued on Page 4)

& At least In form and phrase. the

y in Return for

“antl-imperjallst wonited front" of
nine yeara ago was supposed, o
gome “pecoliar” way Enown only to
Bukhbarin, to result in “proletarian
hegemony” In the revolution. The
documents of the perled are héavi.
Iy ndorned with dissertations on the
“perapectives of the proletariat”
which, as events proved, cmly turm-
ed oot to be perapectives of defeat
and disaster,

But today, In the reincarnated

Endorses 1

On March 20, a joint conference
of the Becond Ipntesnational and
the Trade Union International was
held in London to consider the war

veralon of DIimitroff-Wan Min, all
of thia phraseclogy s completely
passed over, Wan Min can write &
programmatic article without oever
touching upon the perspectives of
the proletaciat or even mentloniog
the wards “trade unfon™ onoe

The reason for this is elear and
constitutes the maln distinction be-
tween the blec of nine yearas ago
and its current relncarnation. In
182527 Btallnism actually had its
haze in the heart of a tremendons
mass movement which drew mil.
lions of the toiling population into
ita orbit. Today the Stalinista have
no mass base whatever, Theit only
bas: rests in the insurgemt, mobills
armies of soldiers and peasants
now operating in the distant west
ead mnorthwest. In China proper
they have none whatever. Any base
they acquire as & result of thelr
pew Hog will oot be among the
workers but possibly in sections of
the petty and blg bourgeoclsla

Wan Min boldly proclalms: “The
Communlst Party of China really
can and must act a8 the generally
recognlzed leader of the Chinese
people a8 & whole,®

Im 1827 under the terms of the
hiog the Communist Party fused t-
gelf with the bourgeols Kuomintang
prl resicicted the trade aolon and
peasant movments to the lmits fAx-
ed by the hourgeoisle.

The Ked Armies on the Altar

Today, the Stalinlsts offer thelr
present forces, the Red Armies, up
on the altar and declars thelr read-
iness to “fose™ the Heds Into a
“united antl-Japaness army” con-
trolled by a general stalf to be set
up by the "Feople’s Government®,

When the Red Armiles, consisting
of inaurgent peasants and soldlers,
were operatlng in Qentral China,
we declared that unless the move-
ment they represented effected a fu-
slop with the urban labor move-
ment, they wore deomed either to
extinctlon or to capitulate to the
bourgeeisie, MNow after six vears of
leroje struggle agalnst the Kuomin-
tang armles, featured by exploita
of lherolsm and courage unexcelled
fn the history of all peasant wiars,
these Ited Armiles are to e handed
over—ito  the bourgeoiste, ‘That s
where Stalinism bas led them, for
it proved inmapable of leading them
behimd & revived and powerful and
Independent movement of (he work-
rE,

The Htallnlatz completely dizem-
barrass themselves of any lden of
waging s revolutionary stroggle in
China, They seek instead a military
nilinnee with the Chineze bonegeol-
ke pgainst Jopan, heping enee more
ihat the liguidation of the class
struggle in China will help line up
the Chinese bourgeoisle in  the
ranks of e Soviet Union's allies!

If the disaster of 1927 and the
whole snbsequent  history  proved
anyihing at all, it proved the foca-
pacity of the Chiness hourgeolaie to
proseciute o wational revolutionary
war. It will compromize a thonsand
Fipnes wWilly iJII||ml'i.|1|1:u|t| nEninst I:I:ml
workers nnd pepzants of it own
country., Bot  Stalinism, nortured
at phe dry brepst of socinlism in
ens conntry, has lost all faith or
interest in the capacities of the pro-
‘etariat, which it has done so0 muelh
to drain. “Twrning once more (o em-
brace the Chlang Kal-sheks, It will
wppl po dlestory the Thicd Chinese
[tevalniion as it destrorved the Bec-
and,

Bulld the Fourth International

They are offering to do &0 in ad-
vanee and we may be sure that the
Chinese  bourgesisle will in one
form or another, hy this or that
medans,. #gecure the ntimost advantage
from the promised llguidation of
the class atruggle withowt onduly
compromizsing it=elr in the eves of
lta imperiallst masters.

There ean be little doubt that in
the coming eritleal years in the Far
East, drawing foward the inevitable
monent of explogion, sectlons of the
Chinese  hourgecisiec  will zigzag
right and left in &foris to rotrieve
womng of the ground lost to imperial.
ism, We must prepare for those
turng by prescrving the complete
programmatic and organizatlonal
indepemdence of the Chinese work-
ing class. For this the party of the
Chinese warkers has to e built and
the banner of the Chinese workers
rai=edl over its own redoubls, We
must stand agninst imperialism and
against the Koominfang betrayers
and against those who would lead
ug onee more into the noose of a
“hlae of elaases™.

Zkirmishes on the Manchukooe-
Mongolian border in the last ten
dayz have mzsumed the proportions
af vietual Lattles, The morrow of
war I8 not far distant, In China, a5
elgewhore, we can guarantes a firm
revolutionary alllanee with the Ho-
viet Unlon only by, waging common
battle against the enemles of the
Zoviet Unlon and the enemies of the
working class. Chinas nationak
emancipation has become  histor-
fcally idemtificd with the emancipa-
tlon of the oppressed toilers, ﬁlnns
thia front and along no other lica

crisls, aggravated by Hiter's re-
armament of the Rhine.

The labor representatives of ff-
teen European countries, meeting
preaumably to expresa the views
and interests of the Intermational
working clags in the face of the
gravest war danger, gave proof
once again that they represented
nothing except the Imperialist pol-
leles of their regpective national
bourgeoisies,

The outcomea of this Conferamcs
was a foregone conclasion: the 1.
tor lleptenants of capital merely
rephresed In “labor terms" the
political formulas of the Imperial-
st brigands who are maneuverlng
in preparation for the next world
slanghter.

Juat ag in the Leagoe of Nations,
ag at the London Conference the
delegates were divided Into two
camps. One group “Inslated" that
Hitler's occupation of the Rhine-
land warranted the strongest ac-
tion against Germany, This posl-
tion was most clearly voloed by
Yandervilde, the leader of the Heo-
ond International who demanded
immediate sanctions, that is to say,
the immediate ontbreak of the war,
YVandervelde's positlon colnelded in
overy reapect with that of the Btal-
inlsts who are the most conaistent
advocates of natlonal waliy and
“declslve measures™ agalnst Ger-
man Fasciam,

The second group, led by the
British labor leaders, with Sic Wal-
ter Clirifie at the head, saw great
hope In Hitler's “peace proposals”,
and were for negotiations, The
British social patriots looking as
uanal eye to eye with thelr imper-
ianliat masters were all for colled-
five security on the basls of Non-
Agpregalon  Pacts, provided. . . .
that these are extended to inclode
Boviet Titussla  (of course! of
conrge! ).

Only wésterday, these same gen-
tlemen were the loundeat In demmid-
ing sanctions agalnst Mussolini
Rt today  British  Imperializm
wanis not sanctions bof DeSolia-
tions with Hitler, 50, while Eden
speaks in the Parlinment, Clerine
wi=s his share at the Infernation-
al Conference,

The Britlsh representatives were
nat the only ones who made o “snb-
tle change™ in thelr views. The
French representatives were - lowd
in their wverbal demands for =anc-
tlong, but. as a matter of fact it
iz smome tlme now that the French
Indenr  lNeutenantz, with  Hlam,
Fare and assoclates have nnder-
gone i change of heart on the suob-
ject of toking an intronsigeant mt-
titude towards Hitler.

IPaul Faunre, the secretary of fhe
French Sociallst party, has of late,
iwime apd again  insisted e
st always negotinte, no matter
with whom 1t §s when it is and
iwnder what elrcumstances It 8"
Eden's pronouncements: attacked
ap bitterly by the French Stalinlsts
in "Humanite, were scclaime] by
the Socialist Popnlaire as “a  @on.
Armation™ of the positlon of the
=Hociulist party, The apparent con-
tradiction between Vandervelde and
Blum 1s akin deep. It 1 entrely the
vesult of the different  political
tasks aiwl fchemes cach hns fooex-
eenfe in his partienlar country,

It follows as & malter of eourse
that the twoe “opposing” enmps
had no diffieulty at all in drafting
i resolution  acceptable to  both
qliler. The Internatioual Labor
Conference overwhelmingly passed
i resolution denouncing  Hitler's
violation of the Locarnh  Treaty,
nmil uwrging negoflations with =
view to incloding not only Hitler
but SHoviet Huosslan In a system of
nen-nggression pacts, ete

Thus, the same people who did
thelr work so well in the prepara-
tiom for the wWorld War In 1914,
are once  agaln  prostituting  the
Gecond Internatlonal, giving the
hnperialist boumgecisle guarantees
in advance that the Earopean work-
ing elnss will docllely march to the
=langhier,

L] L L ]
THE HITCH IN ORGANIC
UNITY IN FRANCE

The subtle change in the poliey
of the French 3. P nofed above Is
the biggest obstacle to the fusion
af the C.P. and 5. that has de-
veloped slnce the tlme the Stalin-
letg Ilannched thelr campalgn for
arganke unity.

Bhun, Faure and Coo have saf-
fercd o Sreaction™ ageinat the Stal.
inist balivhoo for natlonal anity
“in petion” against Gertmany, They
are now for negetlating with Hi-
ler. The extent of thls “reaction”
Iz perhaps best illoatrated by the
fnct that “the “Revolutionary Left™
iPivert and To.) have gone on
record (of course, with verr revi-
lptionary phrases) in favor of the
policy of Flandin-Eden. Thus 0t
Is that the “left™ cover serves the
soclal-patriots to dupe the workers

The policy of Flandin:-Eden has
come  Into a  slight contradiction
with the polley of Stalln-Litvinov.
Ar a resunlt, the pleasant dreams of
a “single party"” have been some-
what rudely disturbed. Bome time

victory.

nge the French C.P. senf 4 com-
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munication to the 5P, suggesting
that the co-ordinating committess
ghould meet, and that both parties
should urge a Joint meeting of the
Becond and Third Iaternstionals.
The Executlve Commities of the
B.F.I.0. torned down the propoaal
to the great surprise apd embar-
ragsment of the Stalinlstsa Mag-
rloee Thores, the General Hecretary
of the Fremch 0P, complained
bitterly about this developing cold-
ness In his speeches at the BElghth
Congreas of the C.P. held at Villear-
banme at the end of JaDoary,

The Labour Monthly summarizes
hila remarks ms follows: “Maooriee
Thorez declared himself astonished
at the irritable tone adopted by
Leon Blom in criticizing these pro-
pesals after a loog sllence, and ad-
ter comrade Zyromskl (Secretary
of the Selne Pederation) had de-
elared that they 'wers a great step
forward, and thelr principles were
not in contradiction to those in the
goclallst statement.” ™ (March, 10846,
p- 144}

This torn Is a severe blow to the
Atalinists. Buot Stalin - Litvinov-
Thorez ¢can console themselvea with
the fast that while thelr formerly
gtaunch allles have berome BOme-
what lukewarm, they have made
rew converts to thelr antl-Hitler
polley. Colonel de La Roogue's
Crolz de Fea (the French Faa-
alata), which now claims  B0,000
members, and which was hostile to
the Franco-Russian pact, has now
declared in favor of the pact if
only “as an ineritable reply to Hit-
ler.” (fee the Maochester CGuard-

an Weekly, March 20, 1888,
o0y,
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JAPAN

The results of the parllamentary
ilections held in Japan towards the
end of February are a clear ex-
presslon of a leftward trend om the
part of the maeses, which in turn
s a reflection of the social and
ecofomic tenslon in the coontry.

The Japanese bourgecls papers
have devoted great attentlon to the
leap In the support for the working
olazs and peasant partles, who have
gquadropled their votea sinee the
last elections In 1932,

‘The largest of the left partles 15
the Sakal Talsuto, a party with a
hidebound reformist program. This
parcty resulted from o merger some
foir vears ago betwesn the Bakal
Minsute party and the Ulppatr
Talaxte., In 1988 both these parties,
running Independent tickets, had
five representatives In the Japan-
ese parllament (Soakal Minsubo——4:
Kippon Talsutoe—1). In 1980 Sakai
Minsuto dwindled to two Pepresen-
tativea: and the other party
galned another representative, hav-
ing now alse two. After the mer-
ger, the nnited party came back to
the original strength of flwe Tep-
eezenbatives (1082). In the last
elections, they elected 18.

Burther to the lefr of this re-
formist patiy, are "ET'IJI-IIH!" of proe-
letarinns ol pensants,  The larg-
et of these 13 the Kato Kandzie,
which ia Stalinist in its tendeoeijes,
All these gromps elected five repre
gentatives. (They had no  eepre
gentatives at all In the 1532 elec-
tions; In 1030 they hod & single
representative, and in 1923—23.)

All the organizations together
peallid aver OG0B0 vobig, This un-
precedented vote, together with the
defent of the Seiyukai party=—the
most  reactionary party of  large
landownera and powerinl monnpoly
comblnes of the Mltsul clan—and
the vietory of the Minselto party.
which s eonsldered ns the more
*liheral” party, i= A clear indica-
tion of & leftward shift similnr to
the movement in Czarist Huessia on
the eve of the Russo-Japanese YWar,
Heaction In Japan 18 alarmed,
And the military Fascist patsch
followed lmmediately wpon the elée-
tiona.

Howerer, in Japan there s not
a sktgn as yet of the Bolshevlk
cadres and lendership that obtalned
in Cznrist Rossin.

The econfusion and weaknesy In
the ranks of the working vluss
make it possible for a bourgesis
organ like the Nitsl-Mitsl to scoff
at the auccesses of the radical or-
ganizatlonz: afd to nsist that these
AUresRes are o e aceounted for
not by the radicalization of the
voters but by the rightward trend
of the working class organizations,
particalarly the Sakal Talsuato,

The appralzal of the Nitsi-Nitsl
is correct in reapect fo the right-
ward tremd of the exiallng organi-
gationg, The rightward  trend of
the leadership at the tlme the mass-
&5 Aare moving to the et has been
ohserved time and agein in the
last two decades. In Japan this
hazs resolted In a eorlais in the
ranks ofsthe reformist Sakal Tals-
ute, The Tokve paper Asahi pre-
dicts that the groups to the left
of the reformiste will succesd in
splitting off sections of the let-
ward moving workers from the
reformists,. Both Pravda and =
vestin (Febroary 24) imply that
sach a split 1a already In the off-
Ing, wlth the Kato Kandzin as the
cryatallizlng center.  The Stalin-
lata in Moweow foresee shortly &
good-slzed Htalinist partr to exe-
cute Ita People’s Front mansuvers
In Japan,



