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Trotsky on
The Stalin

WHAT DOES THE EXPERIENCE WITH MONGOLIA
TEACH?

l'ﬂ STALIN's interview with Ray Howard, the most important
: thing from a practical standpoint is the warming that the military
intervention of the U.S.5.R. is inevitable in the event of an attack
by J?pan on the Mongolian People's Republic. Is this warning cor-
Tﬁ:t in the main? In our opinion, yes. It is correct not only because
in qufﬁlinn here is the defense of a weak state against a predatory
imperialist beast—for if this alone were the guiding consideration,
the USSR would be constantly at war with all the imperialist
countries of the world. The Soviet Union is too weak for such a
Eaﬂr, and in this weakness, we might immediately add, lies the only
justification for the “pacifism™ of its Government.

But thf_: question ‘'of Mongolia is a question of the most immedi-
ate sll:rat:gmlal position of Japan in the war against the US.S.R.
In this domain the limits of retreat must be resolutely fixed,

_ A few years ago the Soviet Union surrendered to Japan the
Chinese Eastern railway, a position also of extreme strategic impor-
tance. At the time this action was acclaimed by the Communist In-
ternational as a voluntary expression of pacifism. As a matter of
fact, it was an act of compulsion due to weakness, The Comintern
Ead I:uim:d the Chinese revolution of 1925-1927 by its policy of the

National Front.” This untied the hands of the imperialists, By
surrendering an extremely important strategical line, the Soviet
Government thereby facilitated for japan her seizures in Northern
China and her present assaults apainst Mongolia. It should now be
clear even to the blind that abstract pacifism was not involved in the
surrender of the railway (if that were really the case, it would have
been merely an act of stupidity and betrayal): an unfavorable
relation of forces: the Chinese revolution had been annihilated, while
the Red Army and the Red Fleet were not réady for the stn;ggl:.

Now, the situation has so obviously improved, in a military sense,
that the Soviet Government considers it possible to resort to a cate-
gorical vefe on the question of Mongolia. We can only welcome the
strengthening of the position of the U.S.5.R, in the Far East, as well
as the more critical attitude on the part of the Soviet Government
toward the ability of Japan, torn by contradictions, to wage a major,
protracted war. It should be pointed out that the Soviet bureaveracy
while it is very bold toward its own toilers, easily falls into a pani.I{:
when faced with imperialist opponents: the petty-bourgeois is un-
ceremonious when dealing with the proletarian, but stands ever in
awe of the big bourgeois.

The official formula of the foreign policy of the U.S.5.R., widely
advertised by the Comintern, reads as follows: “We do not seek an
inch of foreign soil, neither will we surrender an inch of our own,”
Yet, in the question of Mongolia, the defense of “our awn soil” is
not mvolved at all: Mongolia is an independent state. The defense
of the revolution, as this small example shows, is not reducible to the
defense of the frontiers. The true method of defense consists in

(Continued on Page 2)
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War on S.U.
Behind New
Border Clash

Nippon Gov’t Driving
Toward Open Qutbreak
In Mongolia

A threeday pitched battle be-
tween Mongoliam and Manchukoo-
Japanese forces in the Lake Ror
reglon on the Outer Mongolfan bor-
der browght the ever-latent Soviet-
Japanese tension bolling once more
to the surface this week,
Despatches from Tan Bator, the
Mongal capltal,
seribed 8 battle in which tamks,
planea, armored cars and machine
Eung were hrought into play. Sev-
eral hundred men were engaged on
both sides In the fight, which ended
with the expulsion of the invading
Manchukuo-Japanese troops. Mos-
cow reports following the battle
stated that additional Japanese re-
inforcements were being rushed to
the battle area,

As has become customary during
thizs lengthening and sharpening
reries of border clashes, Japanese
sources have given a directly op-
posite verston of events, Invariabiy
charglng Mongol invasions of Man-
thukus territory,
Japan Provokes Incidents

In fact the Japaness-Aanchukio
forees have provoked these border
sKirmishea by claiming for them-
s@lves territory which bas always
been recognized as belng well with-
in the Mongollan fromtier. Marcl
ing Into what they claim s thelr
own terrltory, the Invaders natural-
I¥ meet with the Mongol guards wha
have in almopt every case forced
the invaders to retive

Agnin, as wsual, Tokyo disclaim=
knowledge of the activities of the
Imperinl Kwantung Army (Japan's
mainlang torce), a convenicnt for-
minla which enables the military i
proceed with carefully planned pro
vocative attncks at the border de-

NORMAN MINI

Class War Prisoner No. 57606

—

“Our standing here is no aceident. Our conviction Is the result of
the Inner logic of the class sirngele. But the same elass struggle
that results in our conviction will some day gpenerate an irresistible
wave that will sweep away forever what this court and state repre-
sents.  With this knowledge we ean face our semtences confldentlys
we know that the future belongs to ps”

In the Sacramento courtroom a year ago Norman Mini stood erect
and uttered these bold and memorable words to (he Judge who was
about to sentence him on the charge of “criminal syndicatism.” He
and his fellow prisoners were, In reality, heing punished for their
activities in the strikes of the California agricultural workers of
1933-1934. Al eight were given Indeterminate sentences of Trom one
to fourtecn years,

The Sacramento defendants have been behind the bars now for a
full year. Minl has borne the ordeal of imprisonment, of deadening
routine, and of back-breaking toil in the jute mill with the same peso-
Iuteness aml eheeriu'ness that has animated all his actions in the class
slruggle '

before the State Parole Roard for a definite determination of their
sentences. The fate hangs in the balance of California class Justice.

The Natlonal Saeramento Appeal Committes, which has worked
tirelessly on Mini's case sinee it was organlzed on the Inltlative of the
Non-Partisan Labor Defense last August, has heen comilucting g na-
tional campaign to enlist labor and Hberal support behind iis efforts
to exert pressure upon the Board to set the sentences at the mini-
mum. It has sueceeded in mobilizing broad sections of organized
labor behind the ease perhaps the most powerful and representative
support in any labor defense case of recent years,

Over a dozen infernatlonal unions of the A. F. of L., among them
the Amalgamated Clothing Workers, the 1. L. G. W. L., the Mine,
Mill, and Smelter Workers, the United Textl's Warkers: half a hun-
dred Central Labor Councils throughout the couniry ; nuEmerous loeal
unlons and worker's organlzatlons, and a hest of prominent wabor, in-
felloctual, and liberal leaders have signed resolutions endorsing the
work of the Committee amd pelitions ea'ling for a reversal of the
verdicts and & setting of the minimum sentence for the defendants.

The volee of organized labor and of lheral sentiment has spoken
out in hehalf of the Sacramenta prisoners. Their demands have been
brought to the attentlon of the Parcle Board. It remains to be seen
~wWhother it will heed these demands when it mests this weesk-snd.

Whatever the detision, on this first anndversary of their prison
terms, the Worker's Parly sends fraternal greetings to the Sacra-
mente defendants and remews fts pledge of solidarity with comerade
Norman Mini. It calls upen all iis members to continue thelr sup-
port of the Natlonal Speramento Appeal Committes, which will not
cense until Mini is released from San (uentin, elpared of the eriminal
syndiealist charge, and allowed to rejoln the ranks of the revolution-
arles for whom his herole conduect has been so Inspiring an exsmple.

This week the victims of the Saeramento consplracy are to come { ol

sipned to fest the Soviet defenses.
Lagt winter the Kwantung Arimy
wanbsd to Bnow whetler the Sovier
Union would sssome responsibility
for the defense of Outer Mongolia.
It staged a whele serles of attacks
in the Lake Bor area to find out.
The resalt was o flat declarntismn
of warning from Moscow that b con
sldered the (Jefense of Outer AMongo-
lin indispenzaable to its own defense,
IHplomatic negotiations then en-
sned and the border provoeations
abruptly ceasad,
In the interval ocenrred  Yhi
Blogdy Tokro events of Feh, 968
Through what appeared to b= a Te-
treat of the military elements, the
army In fact cmerged from the con-
tiRell days of the atbempbed coup

NEW YORK,

J;bless to Unite in Nationwide

Army at Great Washington D. C.
ongress Meeting on AEril 7-10

to  Mozcow, de-|

SATUBRDAY.

French Gov't
YouthlLeader

Zeller is 2nd Arrested
As Capitalists Prepare
For War

A foretaste of how democratic
Franoe will be in a war with Fas
clat Germany iz to be had o The
arrest of the editor of Hevolntlon
(Fred Zeller), whoe according to
press reports has been Indleted for
urging fraternization of French and
German soldiers on the Rhioe cod
thereby “inciting to  discbedience

and anarchy.”

With war hoverlng closer than
#ver, the French bourgecisle made
the uimost use of Hitler's occlpa-
tion of the Rhineland to blur class
lines at home, to squelch all dis-
pontent among the waorklng class
nonder the chimera of “national oni-
t¥" against the foreign “agEressor
Sarraut, the “Radical,” at the heln
of the government bas been able to
play this game succesafully anly h
canze of the willing ccoperation
of the Fromt Populaire., Like aver-
primed actors, the leaders of ©
Hoclalist and Communist pariles
femp to the stage In responee to
any nolse thoat sounds Hke thelr cue
and declalm their  socinl-patriotic
riles.

*I'mion of the French Natlon™

Zo shomeless have the Stalinists
become that they vie with the re
actionaries aml the Fascizts in ap-
planse for the jingo speeches of
Zarrant in the Chamber of Depu-
tics on the Hhineland cerisis In
I'Humanite fhey echo his  cry:
“Union of the French nation for
peace.” This, of course, (8 nof the
peace of the wletorious soclalist
proletariat. 1t §s the robber pence
of Vergalillea which they declare
approviogly, was safeguarded when
the ¥, . . French governiment streng-
themwsd ity line of fortifications in
the East.™

Though a furlous debabe rmges
in the press between the right and

itetnl  with its hoand  enormoedsly

strengthened. s financial and po

litienl demands entirely  accepted

By the new premier, Koki Hirota,
Hirota's Policles

Tl palicies annaineed by Hiroin,
the new effort to arrlve at =somwe
kind of “wuderstanding™ with Great
Britaln and the United States ywith
reference to spheres of influence §iz
the Far East (fthere were reports
rhart actnnl opegatintions to this emd
[T R E F||!|'-|=1|d.:|.' Bseny indtieted ) repre
went nnother step o the abemdy
path Tapan is treadiog towanld
inevitnble drive agrinst the Sovi
" afiom.

The advent of Hivota meant o
atrengfilientng  and  exrension of
Japan's mititary forees nud on effor;
to bring an emid o Japan's diplo-
matic lsolatbon,

ETitler"s mumvely fmto  the  Ehimwe
TS |'1:-I|:||_'|]4.-r1= siieess  of  hifs=
maneiEver showed Japanese imperd
altemy that Bt need wot slneken its
v Bt hasten i - Britnins st
port of Hitler and the oeoseqaen:
iisruption of Fronoe's care nlly-lai:!
chain of alliapees, in which the
Hovict Unlon had become a Mok
cremted g situation in Europe ex.

thi Savict Unlon.  Japsnese iogeeri-
allsm proceeds on that bagls to new
provocations oo the T.8.50.'s eas
tern borders, growling lounder ondd
more boldly the threat of war,

New f‘ﬁ:ll—ppﬂl‘t

MILWAUKEE, Wis. Mar. 31—
Heartened by frezsh  evidence of
whideaprend support, the Milwaubes
Newspaper Guild Toesday pressed

tion in its strike against the Henrst
owned Wisconsin News for recog-
nition of the guild as a collective
brrgaining agent for the underpald
Nowa atrikers, The sirlke iz now in
Itz seventh week.

The Midwest District Guild,
meeting over the week-end at Chi-
cago., adopted a reasplution heartily

endorsing the strike and promising
(Contineed on Page 2)

trensely dangerons, even eritieal, for |

For Newsmen

forward with inerensed determina- | incidents surronnding the assoult
of the royalist, Maurras, of the Ae-

the “left” as to who serves best
the ecange of natbonal unity, they
are nll united on one thing: the
danger of having revolutlonists at
lberty, froe to point oot the real
canse and nuture of capitaiist wars,
to expose the predatory designs of
the capitalist class and to arouse
the working class agninst it s the
reil enemy which muost be defented
by revolotionary atraggle.

The Sareaut governuent, support-
vd by the votes=—or af the worst
Pl nbaténliont—a the Sialinksts
! and Hocdnlistsy in parlinment,
r--nlu}:ml down uwpon lbevolution, o
{ g of the Fowrth Internationalisis,
DBecitaee if broke the comonn @ront
of freanchery in thelr appesl o 150
Workers, peasanis and soldiers ol
France. (Erinted in the last issoe
of the NEAV MILITANT. )

Tl werest nud ndicroment of Fel-
lep presages the fary of the pepres
o omee war aetaally beging and |
indicnies that its wost  vehemen?
spomsnrs will be found In Stalinist
cireles,  Hot to- the Dolshevik-Len-
inizta wnd the revolutlonary Soclal-
st Yonth it wil come neither a2 a
gurprise nor as o Hest experieonce ;)|
they bave felt the heavy bhand of |
the capitalist terror in their strog-
| Ele agninst Fascism.

The Caze of Levaeqgoe

Levacgue, a member of the Cen.
ire!l Committee of the JER. has
been behind prison bars for mor
than twoe months, withoat Indict-
ment and  dewled release o wail, |
for hiz conrageons acrlvigy agaeioad |
thie Fasciat and rovallst bands Hig
fense will serve fo illustrate  how
the: People's Front paralyzos the
reslstance of the workers to Fastism
by signing reconcillation pacts with
the Creix de Fea on the one hand |
and perseciting revelotiondzts who
Butile againat §t, on the oiher,
TeEvacque's arrest grew ool of

tion Francaise, on Leon Blum, lead
er of the 2P.0L0, ‘This atiack
arongnd great  indignation among
the Parisian workera and on the
same night in many parts of the
clty they proceeded to ponlgh the
nsclsts and royalists without walt- |
ing for the Inevitable “don‘t-be-pro- |
voked" orders of the People’s Front, |
{Continued from Page 2)

Jails Zeller,|

| present me

| “rioting™

| Socialist
known fo os a8 we go bo press,

ready obvicusly declded ln what
throughowt the state for the latter

state.”
The wietory of the Left wing

important Internal stroggle in the

well as by the English-langoage
MMHr

against it.

Militants Sweep N. Y.

Primaries

Full details of the resuits of the New York primaries are not yel

But the contest which has sroused

the greatest interest in labor ranks—the dispuie between the eandi-
dates of the 0ld Guard and thoss of the Left wing MiHtasts—is ab

amounts te @ sweeplog vlclory
group. It elected the overwhelming

majority of iis candidates, not only in New Yeork City but also *up

canngd bt meel with gradifieation

on the part of every progressive worker who has followed the intensely

Sociallst party.

The OM Guard had at its disposal, in the present contest, not enly
a8 erew of experienced old line paoliticians, but the sopport of the
powerfid institutions of the comservaiives,
vigorously advoeated by the only dally *Socialist” paper In the East,
the reactionary Jewish Dally Forward, with a large circolation, as

In addition, its shate was

orgen of ithe conservatlves, the

Fidr a press, the Millfants had only thoir weekly Soclallst Call
In addition, the Left wing had far inferior finanelal resources. Al
this was, however, offset by the enthusiastic support given the Mill-
tants by the rank and file of the Party and the Young People’s Soclal-
Ist League, who made up for (he handicaps hy their loyal activity.

The results of the primary elections furnish ample evidence of
the healthiness of the hreak between the Militants and the discredited
Old Guard. It is now quite clear that the Socialist workers, including
the enrolled volers, are ready to support a Left wing movement,
particularly when the “prominect” and “respectable” fossils of con-
servatism have broken from the party.

The {Md Guard builé its whole campaign areund
against the Left wing. The ledter was labelled “communist,” *Trot-
skyist” and “insurrectionist.” Buot the barrage of the Right wing was
of no avail, Im poind of faect, its campaign was actumlly a boomerang

a Ked scare

The vote showed that the radical and Socialist workiers want a

“Red seares.” They are relieved
Guard separating from the party
nedk.

Finally, the primary e'ections

or revolutionary position, not to be

The extent of the viclory of 1l
ba seeounted for, basienlly, by the
a course. s conthbmeed advance

inte action

vigorous, miitant, revolulionary party, and have mly contempt for

at the sight of the decrepit 0ld
and thus taking a millstone off Its

roveal once mors the truth of the

good old principle: the way to meet the onslaughis of conservatives
and .reactionaries is not to be apologetic in defense of one’s militant

an the defensive, not to try to cover

it wp with ®respectable” phrases—but rather to pot it forth more
! boldly, more elearly and consistently,

w Leit wing in these primaries may
extent to which it maintained soeh
in & progressive direction depends

essentially upon grasping this lesson and carrying it uncompromisingly

—

CroppersAid
Group Forms

A united front Diefense Commit-
tee hns been formed to uodertake
the  defensze of members of the
Songhern Tenant Farmers' Uoion
wha have been Jailed {for offenses
rouging from “obstrocling the side-
wilk™ o "nesanlt with infent to

NN a8 a result ef thelr offord to
holdl meetings or for merely heing
aueh meebings,

Jim Ball, negro leader of the SC
Peters local of the anion, hns been
convicted of the charvge of aszaugle
wirth attempd to kill and senteneed
o seven years on a prison farm
whiielh §5 the Arkansas equivalent of
n (rEorgin chain gang. He was pres
ent &t a mesting which was ralded
by deputy sheriffs who shot two
workers in the back ss they were
Eoing awsy from the meeting,

Three others wene arrested for
Their “erime™ consisted
in going to Memphis to report the
corggoing event at Unlon headoese-
ters,  Wilille Hurst, chief defenss
withess, was murdered by o band of
masked men whoe staged o fake
hold-up after he hod refused to sigy
an affidavit for the sheriff exoner-
at]ng the resl maleflactors,

The planters have announesd
their determination to smash the
union at al] coste Thres anion lead-
erd, MeKinney, Sweeden and Mos.
kap. are in town now In order to
rilly fnpport for the union in its
fight to free the men wnder charges
and to help lay the basis for a
broad defense movement to asalaf
the ynlon in its fortheoming strog.
gles, Among the organlzatlons par
ticipating in the defemse are the
League for Indusirial Democracy,
dociialist Party, Non-Partlean  La-
bor Defense and the Committes for
thie Daefense of Political Priscobers

'Move Tria
From Tampa

SEW YORK., Apr. 1.— It was
lemrned lere today that a chaoge
(0f venuwe  had  been  gronted the
three  delemndants who are being
trled fn Tampa for the mueder of
oyl Shoemaker and the kidnap
ping of Sam Hogers and Engeir
o, et

3, when it will be  resumaesd at |
ihertow, a town oear "ampa,

Eidnappings of labor men in Campa
atdl its wieindty within the last six
Fears withont a single convietion,
withont even arousing a mild ripple
of interest among the forces sworn
o mnintain “law and order”. There
is 10 local onlinance against shark
j Aisbing. =2harks have been fAshed
it of e 2en with nndizested pleces
of elathing In their bellies which
were [dentified as bwelonging to la-
bier men who had peen Hated ofi- |
cinlly as “mi=sing."” Many of the |
Lerimes committed in the ecourse of
Trmpa's reien of terror will never
be kmnown.

The Kn Elnx Klan has just end-

Trial hns been postponed to Apr '

There have been ab least twelve

Mass Reply
toNew Gov't
WPA Slash

Fighting Policy Is Prime
TTask of  Jobless
Gathering

Next week the pnemployed move-
ment ln this country comes of ape.
After hard years of preliminary
struggle, a t goal, held in mind
by far-sighted leaders from the be-
gluning, is to be realized. In &
mighty Convention, to be held in
Washington, DT, Aprll 7-10, every
major unemployed organization In
the country will be uoited in the
Workers' Alllanee of America.

From more than half the states
of the Unlon, bard-fighting dele-
gites of the National Unemployed
Leagues, the present Workers' 1Al-
Hanee, the Unemployment Counclls,
the Amerlcan Workers' Unlon, the
Minnesots Workers' Alllance, and
other Independent organizations,
will gather to forge in combon &
powerful ingtroment with which to
enforee and advance the demands
of the unemployed. Throogh the
new united organizatlion the nnem-
ploved of the United States will
speak with & single wvolee lood
enough to be heard in the remotest
Committes-rooms of Congress and
the darkest corners of Wall Street.

Flight of Unemployed

Mo time conld be more AtHng
than the present in which o Ae-
complish the uolfication of the un-
ceplayed,  During the past two
manths the demagogic Roosevelt
Administration has laonched g new
nned  vielous attack, The orders
have gone out to reduce the WPA
rolls by T by July., The C.C0O
ig to be cot by 200,000, The State
and Clty governments administering
direct relief are attempting releot-
less and systematic reduoctlons
Roozevelt, desperately anxlons to
get & good mark from the bankers,
has reduced the proposed buodget
approprigtions for anemployment
rillefl to o pltifully Inadequate Ag-
ure.  Durlng the past vear, in the
fnee of npaurging profits, the total
figure of poemployment has e
mained practically stationary, and
s estimated by the American Fed-
eratlon of Labor st n minimum of

1.2, P R,

The wnemployed hove learned
from their own harsh experlence
that thelr answer. to the pnited at-
tack of reaction, of the Industrial-
latz, bankers, the police and courts
|nmd the government, must be itself
Coonnited answer. They have learned
fhat division in thelr own rFanks,
sapinlibles and fighting anong them-
selves, only weaken their own posl-
Huom, Iay thenm open to new inroads
of the enemy, nmed squeaader thede
energles nselesaly,

Rieh Years of Struggle

Twto the new ocganization  will
Tae the rich fwned of experiences
gedued by thee poemploved since the
erisits ol W2 Theére were many
legaoms b Lo Jeariesl,  Chere was
lir=t the mmosl I"]t':lll-l_l'11tll_l':|_' leszon of
all: rhe need for organieation, the
renlizghtion that the bourzeoizle and
it =tate wonld grant to 4l Mnems
ployed masses east off feom the in-
dustrial provess only what the or-
ganlaxl efforts of the onemployed
themselves foreed. There were then
the long lessons in the methods of
siruggle,  the experiences which
taught that ne polite committees,
o sockal-service  technigue, no
elaborate pefitlons would bring re-
sulta for the unemploved. These,
the nnemploved discoversd, recelved

=d its state-wides meeting af Jack-
sonville with & parade through the
businesa district of the town noder
cover of might, Several hondred
participated in full regalla wiith a
fiery cross at the head of the pa-
rade.

Already two men have died ander
mysterions clreumstanoes after hav-
ing been guestioned by the prose-
cuting attorney. They were called
“sulcides™ by the police,

The spotlight must be kept on
the cage In ordér to prevent a re-
currence of terror. Constant pres-
sure must be exerted on Gov. Sholex
to brlng the Tampan murderers to
Justice. Send contributions to Tam-
pa Defense Committes, 112 B 19th

courteaus replies, and acoompiished
nothing, Instead, the lessons taught,
the wnemploved muest make thelr
own the direct and militant meth-
ods aof the clasa struggle—hunger
marches, mass demonstrations, sol-
id picket lnes.

Then the unemployed began to
nnderstand more clearly that their
uvnemploymerd was no  femnorary
plague, but & permanent and Insu-
perable condition of a rotting soclal
order no longer able to handle the
productive  system  which it bhad
brought into belng. From this on-
dersfanding grew  the realization
that a longer-term view was necded,
together with firmer and more last-
fng forms of organization, The New

Btreet, MNew York City.

{Continued on Page 2)



