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Its Effect upon the Italo-Ethiopian War,

The Great

Powers and the

Workers

By JO0HN WEST

One of the crocdal issuea of the
preésent war ¢risis has been the
problem of secalled’ “sanctlops™
Banctions, morcover, are ol mere-
I¥ a dquéstlon for theoretical anal-
vais. Hancllons are belng tested
else by experlence:! during nearly
five months they have becn in oper-
#tlon against an “aggressor.”  In
the light of the experience of these
five months, thereéfore, I wigh o
tesi the anpmlvsis we have made of
the problem of ssuctions, and the
poszition which we hold with re-
spect o them.

The first point to moke clear s
that the zapctions which I am dig-
tusslig—onamely, the feal sane-
tions  which bhave really been in
operation during these months—are
in actuality certain economie, fin-
apcial and commercial measnres
carried ouwt by certain natlonal
states: Great Britaln, Fraoce, the
Hoviet Union, and warlous of thelr
satellites. ‘This point may aeem
elther =0 trivial or so obvious as
to be hardly worth making. In
tact, bhowever, it 1s crueial. The
reas=on why it must be understood
i that these messures are vanally
referred to not as they really are
but sz “League of Natlons sane-
tions.' From this [t is concluded
that they differ fundamentally from
mengures oirried ownt by national
states, that they are collective acts
‘of colleetive body which alms to
uphold world stability and world
‘peace,

The truth is that the {dea of
“League sanctions” iz a mere legal
fiction, The League of Natlong 1g
aot a soverelgn political unit nor
an eoonomle wnit. It bas no clfdl-
608 nor Army nor navy nor Indus-
tries por trade nor finance (othar
than the anlmportant Bank for In-
ternatlonal Settlements, which to
some extent It controla). Conse-
quently thers are Do sanctions
which the League could put into
vffect, no matter how dealrous it

might ba of dolng so. Sanctions,
a5 gefilned in the League Covenant,
can be put into effect only by mov-
ereipn  political states. The only
reality they can even concelvably
have is as acts of sovereign poljt-
ical states

It iz this baszic fact which de-
lermines the attitode of the vari-
o tendencies within the working
vlass  toward sanctiopns. Revolu-
linmary Morxisis afe oapposed o
sapetions, because they are om all
eecnsions oppesed to bourgeols na-
tlopal states; the strategy of
Marxzists aims alwaya toward the
overthrow of bourgeols stapes. The
spciol-patriots, on the other had,
favor sanctions, because at hottom
the secial-patrlots vest on  bour-
geols national states, and rely on
collaboration with them., The so-
clal-patriots of the standard sochal
variety, here ns in  every other
crncial lssoe, function as the agents
of the hourgeols bureaucrsey with-
in the working class., The new.
style Htalinist social-patrlots func-
tion within the working class as
agents of the class cnemy through
an  indirest rouge, These latter,
committed to the building of so-
clalism in one couutry, are conse-
sjaently led to nid In melntenanes
of the statos guo interontionally
—-to enable secialism to be built
“wilhont interruption™—and thus
must eollaborate with and rely on
the bourgecis atates to whose fm-
mediate interest sueh maintenanes
is or seemsa tn Stalin 4o be. In
both cases, sccial-patriotism in gen-
eral, and sepport of sanctlons in
particular, mesns nothing other
than alllamce with the class enemy.

Let us examine briefly what has
bappened in the case of sanctions,
ginee their Inveeatlon In Novem-
ber:

Moat of the natlons belonging to
the League have pot Into  effect
certaln measures relating to thelr
trade with Italy. These measores

have Included prohibitions onm the

MARCH OF EVENTS

RELIEF—FORE BIG BUSINESS,

The process of whittling away
relief for the unemployed by alpha-
betical strategy Is carried a long
step forward In Roosevelt's latest
messuge to Congress on the budget,
This 15 election year and Roosevelt
intends to leave nothing undone in
order to carral the aunport of

By JACK WEBER

business. Eeonomy and the avold-
noce of [Axatlon on buslness are
the forms of rellef proposed by the
FPrealdent-—for big
business! The real purpose of the
WPA is belong rapidly nofolded.
That purpose was to provide a
clever Intérmediary to get workers
off the rellef rolls and then, after
#& short space of time, to lay them
uff and prevent them from getting
ek on the relief rolls. Bach month
# pew batch of unemployed will
be “lald off” to fend for themselves
in this best of all possible worlds.
Hopkins has given public assurance
to the capitalist class by laying
out a definlte sehedule of cots in
the WPA rolls. Of course Hopking
“hopes" that the needy will pet
back on relief. Or perhaps they
will hee- ghutfled feom the WPA to
the PWA! No doubt some shifts
like thiz will raise false hopes in
the minds of many anemploved {hat
it is only a matter of waiting a
sbort time for renewed work on
Tederal payrolls, But the big ma-
Jwrity will be doomed to bitter dis -
lllusion. Roosevelt ia making it
iplain that afMer the elections—n
itk relief s stlll pecessacy for
viplers ==the Federal Government
will wash it hands of the largest
burdens of rellef, On one condition
That the unemployed remain pas-
sive and pot up only a scatiered
fight againat the outright starva-
thon belwg plonned for them,
- L] L]

DIVISION OF LABOR

Im the division of labor for carry-
ing ont the demands of the capital-
st clnss. Roosevelt ocenpies the
position of the liberal damagogue
“woieing” the interests of the mags
ws,  Thes he polonts to the NRA as
the would-have-been solutlon of the
problem of anemplovment-—f that
ather arm of capitallzm, the SHu-
preme Court. had not declared 0t
unconstitutionnl. He ia left 40 ap-
peal to the voluntary action of the
employers to “extend thelr opora-
tions =0 as to abaorh gn increasing
number of the pnemployed”  And
since this will not do If left to
individual bosses, he calls for or-
Ennized effort on & natlonal scale,
As though it was not the “volun-
tary” fttion of the bosses ln the
Tirst place that had produced un-
=mployment as the- inevitable con-
comitant of the husiness corisia!
Roosevelt suggesta a campalgn on
the part of blg busines for shorter
bours to provide more jobe ‘This
demagogy at a Hme when the aver-
age work week has grown three
bhours longer (from July to Decem-
ber 18856)! The A. F. of Lo cal-
oulates that this ioerease In the
work week resulted in the loss of

n million jobs to the wpemploved.
The only differéance betwesn Hogae-
velt and the more reactlonary
members of the capltalist govern-
lng staff 1s that Hoosevelt wishes
to act more cautlously and not as
bluntly and apeedily in letting down
the wnemployed from thelr present
mlserable atatus to one that is still
Worse,

It will be the function of Congress
to start Investigations of the un-
doubted polltical corroptlon that
exiats im the WPA (as In eapltalist
institutions in general) to foree &
quicker end to the system of work
relief.  Already this pressure is on
due to the exposure of eonditions
In West Virginia, The attltude of
Congresa s shown by its refuzal to
continge the Florlde and “Quoddy™
ship canals by the grant of apeclal
fund, No doobt there will be some
apposition to the measly sum of
one and one half billlon dollars
asked for by Roosevelt, although
it iz anlilzely that this will be re-
fuzed. The COC camps are also
due for a lberal application of the
axe,  One hundred thonsand youths
are to be discharged from thess
cumpa by July 1st

L I

UNITY OF THE UNEMPLOYED

It 18 no meeldent, onder these
cireumatances, that the movement
aof the unemployed iz taking on &
new lmpetus.  Objective conditions
nre forcing the wnemployed workers
to organize and to seek unity of
effort to combat the plans of the
captialist  elnss  directed against
their very pxistence, These workera
note that in the past 8 montha the
profits of blg corporatloms have
gone up more than 1409  They
nate that In the “boell™ stock market
there has been a galn of 5359 in
stock quotations.  They see that
with some considerabls recovery of
buglness  the reemployment of un-
employed workers has made only
A soall dent in thelr ranks, con-
tinpally augmented by the new
generation of yonng workers ready
and eager to earn a living There
are atill some ten and one half
milllon out of work, by conservative
estimate, The capitalists make it
diffieult fo ohinln complete and
rillable statistlca on this guestion.
These workers thrown out of Io-
dustry In the crisla, must atroggle
for thelr wery lves againat the
Roosevelt plan to slowly put an
end to all rellef to the “employ-
ablea,” Hoosevelt and hls masters
are reckonlng withoot the mass
preasure  that will be exerted by
employed and wnemployed alike to
stave off starvation for millions of
workere. For this gigantle atrug-
ghr a flrmly knft mass srganlzation
iz essential. This organization s
in the meaking {n the promising ef-
forts for unity of the unemployed
movements, partionlary the NUL
and the WAA Ouot of this unity
will spring a stronger and more
powerfnl organizing force for the

coming battles.

export to Italy of a nomber of
materials and prodicts relateg o
the carrying on of war (imple
ments of war, horses, trucks, pte.) ;
ond also certnin  cestrictlons on
granting loans and credits to Italy.
The United States, also, though
ool A member of the League, has
enrried ow cortsln samctions: the
prohibitlon of the export of cer-
tain implements of war, as provid-
2d In the MNeatrallty Act: and e
striciloms on  loans and  eredit,
throwgh the Johnson Aet.

It Is to be remarked that all
ilese pations, including the Soviet
iCided, have bidn very mealous in
sticking to the letter of the law on
sanctlong  They have been careful
nof £o step over the bonnds of
“eollective action™ by extending
sanetions to anything not specii-
rally agreed ypon—to, for czam-
ple, ofl.

Haly, on her side, however, has
goue a little further, amd hug ex-
panded the relgn of sanctlons by
instituting what she has zalled
“eointer-sanctions™ @ restriction  of
imports, probibition of the sale of
cortaln products [(rom sanctionist
nations, freeeing of credits and
other fnancial restrictions to pre-
vent payment o these nations, ete

What has been the effect of these
measures

First, it will require no argo-
ment to prove that their effect on
the condoct of the Italinn military
campalgn in Ethlopia has been
zerg, There 8 no indicatlon that
they have affected the campalgn
in the slightest. From a military
polnt of view, Ethlopla has fared
neither better nor worse than If
sanctions had never been thought
af. As means of stopping the war
ar of saving revaged FEthiopds,
sanctions have accomplished noth-
lng

Banctiong stem bo have had some
effect in adding to Italy's ccomo-
miec and foanecial burdens internal-
I¥, in cotting down aupplles of cer-
taln goods and in ralsing prices.
How great a percentage of such
dislecation ¢an be traced to sane-
tione, however, and how much fo
what would have ooturred in any
chge umider the given circumstance
8, without samctions, It iz dificalt
bt egtimate, Certaln economic and
finapcdal difficultles have also fol-
lowed with the sanctions-inveking
countries.  Indeed, It iz probable
that ganctionz have been ss buar-
densome bt Great  Britain  and
Franme as to [taly.

This, then, is the som of the ef-
fects of sanctions as prelended in-
atrnments  for stopping war and
maintaining peace. This does not.
however, complate the story of the
effect of sanctlons.

National Unity

The outstanding effect of the
policy of sanctloms has been: to
ald im bringlog to a néw high polot
natlorml wndty within both the
epnctiong-involiing natlons  and
Italy. The unlted sapport of aanc-
ong by the dominant sectlons of
the bourgeolsie together with the
leadership of the dominant work-
ing class partles and organizations
has meant in practice a ooalltion
between the bourgeolsic amd the
working class, The crucial result
of sanctions, thus, from the point
of view of the working class, has
been the weakening of the position
of the working class, a shift in the
relationship of forees in favor of
the bourgeolzle, a set-back to the
revolutlonany stroggle,

In Italy, the policy of sanctiong
has played neatly into the hands
of Mussalinl, FHe haz bheen able to
direct the resentment of the fmonss-
22 away [rom the enemy At home,
away from himself, the Fascisi
sbate and Ttaliap finance-capital, to
the “enemy abroad”—to the sane-
tionist natlons apd particularly to
Great Britain, Thos the process
of consclous class diferentintion in
Italy, which might well have gone
an at & rapid rate durlng this per-
iod, has had substituted for it a
merging into patrlotlc support of
the nation—that {8, support of the
class cnemy. .

Of even more importance, In the
lomg ron, i the degres to which
eangtions have aided in accomplish-
ing national enity within France
and Great Britaln (the same pro-
orss has of conrse oocnrred within
the lesser natlons). Im (Great Bri-
tuln, support of manctions by the
Labrur Party and the Communist
Parly identified these parties with
the ConMervative Party on the war
questlon, which has been, of conrae,
the declsive questlon. It was this
which made possible the awesplag
victory of Baldwin In the Noven.
ber General Elegtiona—sines, with
the same polley on the cruclal qguoes-
thon, the TLabour Party oould not
furpish effective oppositlon. Tt is
ihis, moreover, which 18 ¢nabling
Baldwin 4o carry throngh his arm-
mnent program with hardly a volce
rulsed loudly, and nobe eonvine-
Irgiy. agalnat it

The same developments have oc
curred I Franees Laval, Sarrant,
the Peoples Front, all oolted for
the Teagoe and [or manctions—a 3,
of oourse, with sultable “modif =.-

tona" And the effect ha  Sasp
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SANCTIONS

te re-unibe France to a degree
which would bhave seemed unimag-
inable a year agd. At that time,
Framos wos making rapidly ready,
through a division inte the two
great class armies, for the strug:-
gle for power. The internal erlsls
in Fraoce has not of coorse been
solved In faver of the bourgeolsia
by the unifeition achieved with
the help of the pro-sanctions polley
of the People’s Front. But the pro-
cess of elags  differentiation  has
during these five months been set
back heavily. The temporary weak-
ening of the Crolx de Feu and the
Faselats penerally, poloted to with
gl smug  complacency by the
Btalinists as proof of the great
“victories™ of the People's Front,
in actuality demonairates just the
oppuesite,.  The Fasciats hawve re-
tired a Hitle precisely because the
polley of the People's Front has so
weakened the position of the work-
Ing clazs that It does not so0 im-
minently threaten the foundatlons
of bourgesis rule. Consequently, in
France, the attempt at a Fascist
collp can  he  further postponed.
Fingnce-mpltal does not ¢all in the
Faseists until it has 4o; If it can
maintain Itself securely with the
ald of the working class paTtties,
sp much the bette; and less trou-

blesome,
Likewise, as in England, the pro-
sanctions policy in France has

made meanlngless any opposition to
the increased armeament measures
agnid apesded miliarization.  And
it hag played a great part in mak-
ing the messes ready to defend,
with full patriotic fervour, Fremch
finance-capital agalnst Hitler, “Hu-
manite"” and “Populaire™ gabde
Flandin in thelr desunclation of
the re-militarization of the Rhine-
land., And, quite natorally, they
fail to potiee that Flandin repre.
aents the class enemy at home—
ginge their pelicy and Flandin's are
fundamentally identical.

Independent Action

Hecondly, the prosanctions pal-
ley has sabotaged any effective in-
dependent working elass  actions
against the war. With thelr cus-
tomary hypocrisy and cynicjem, the
Hralinist spokesmen Inform us thar
they are for both governmental
and working class “sanctlons”:
and that the latter are more “ba-
gle™ The I “eriticized™ At
fength the British Tabour Party
because it advocated only govern-
mental sanctions and  neglecred
vorking clnes actlona.  But this 1s
only rhetorie, only phrases to tem-
per the soclal-patriotle wind. Gov-
ernmental sanetiona and  indepen-
dent working class “'sanctions” dao
nat supplemwent each other. asz the
Emlinlasta pretend, but contradled
each other. The repson iz casy o
underatand. Supporting governmen-
tal sanctions s supporting the gov-
ernment :  Independent working
clags actions are necessarlly +direct-
cd agalnst the government (the
representative of the opposing
clags) and ita policles. You can-
not simultansously fight with and
agalnst the government. You oan
pretend to do so. In words, as the
Btalinista do; but the logie of facts,
not phrases, governs your actions,
And, az the last five months proves,
the logie of facts prevented those
who stood for governmental sume-
tions from organiziog any signif-
cant working «lass actlons. The
reniradiction is somewhat obscured
in the Tialy-Ethlopian coniflict,
where the working class i on the
alde of one of the contestants and
ngainst the other. It wounld be
Elaringly obvions in the more im-
portant case of o confllet betwesn
two or moere  Imperlalist  natlons
{e.g., Franee and Germany), where
cortect working class actbons wonld
hiwve to be directed cqually agninst
all the contesting states, Including
the home government, but where
any governmentnl sanctlons would
b divected against only one slde.

To carry out working. class ne-
tione wonld have meant a oonsis-
tent pesliey agalnst the government,
ngninst the natlonal state Such
a palley, though under the Eiven
conditions it oo wonld donbtbess
have ben unable fo bring about
peace amd stop Haly's campaign,
i the atheér hand would have aet.
edd in o mauner just the opposlte
of the pro-sanctions policy in its
influence on  the relationship of
cluss forces:; however unsuceezaful
it might have been “‘practieally.”
it would have promoted the class
differentiation, strepgtlemsd  the
independent struggle of the work-
Ing class against the bourgeodsie.
and hindered the bullding up of
national unlty. It would have pro-
vided the basiz for agitgtion to
dispel and not to consolidate #lo.
gfone. In short, I would have been
the fonndation for revolotionary,
and mot For social-patriotic strate-
EY.

Weapon of Peace?

‘"What went wrong with sanc-
tlons?" the coofused but sincers
bellvver In sanctions asks himself,
after reviewlng the resolts of the
pro-sanctiona policy. *“Why didn™t
they work betiery”

If we begin reasoning from the
bellef that sanctions are a “weapon
of peace,” & “means for enforcing
peace,” then there iz only one way
to answer these questions, We
must conclude that sanctions went
wrong. that they didn®t wo-k, e

gy ther =—sran't gfr-n bl L ]

because the pollcy of sanotions was
not suficlently vigorously and ex-
tensively enforced. ‘This 1s in fact
the conclusion which the pro-sanc-
tionists reach In trylog to explain
why sunctlons have not worked ‘in
the Italian affair.

Let us suppose, for & moment,
that this i3 correct, and let us fm-
agine that sanctions had been en-
forced to the limit by the League
nations, Whit wotld have followed
from this? To be thoroughly ™ef-
fective,” sanctions would have had
te Include embargees oo virtually
wvery Import to and export feoun
Italy. But such embargres would
have had v apply o geods fo ang
from mon-8anctions applylng na.
tiona in order to accomplish thelr
purpase, ‘Thus, they could have
been enforced ooly by a military
and naval blockade (what diplo-
mdls have been calling “military
sanctions”). But a military and
nuval blockade iz an act of war,
and muost necessarlly have led to
armed retaliation by Ttaly, sines
the life of Italy as a nation woold
have been at stake, as well 28 re-
talllation by the pon-safictionist
nationg, whose sovereignty would
be threatened by the blockade.

We ses, therofore, that a *“fully
effective’” sanctlons policy would—

[in this case as in any other—mean

aothing else than war. The “peace
pollcy” of sanctlons turns out to
be & war paller. The bellef that
aanctiong are 4 means for enfore-
ing peace thus puts uwa into a Aat
comtradiction: penace can b gen-
vinely enforced only by war, The
reason for this Is, of course, that
the origingdl bellef—that any be-
lief which leads to a contradiction
—la false. Sanctions are not a
means for enforcing peace.

The only case in which this con-
tradiction could be avoided would
be if the Interests of all nations in
the world except the so-called “ag-
gressor” (here Italy) were in har-
mony, Then 1t might be possible
to organize an unbroken front of
embargoes againgt the “aggressor™”;
and the “mggressor,” alome against
the entire world, might well have
to mccede to world pressire with-
ont & fght, HBot thiz 8 not and
cannot be trioe of the capltalist
world, in which the interests of
varlous nations and groaps of na-
tioma are continuwously in confict.
This might be the case in a World
Federation of Socialist Repoblics;
and “sanctions” might indesd be
a means for enforcing peace 1f by
chance threatened by a member of
siach a Federation. ‘That, however,
iz a question not for the present
but for the futwre,

To belisve that sanctlons are a
means for enforcing peare leads,
then, to a coniradiction. 1t makes
it Imposaible for vs to onderscand
dgnnetions in thelr true role, to in-
terpret what actually has happened
during the past Ave months, to ex-
plain the realities of world politics.
It leaves it inexplicable why sane-
tions of & sort were applied in the
case of Italy, but pot In the case
of Bollvia-Paraguay or of JTapan
in Manchurin, in both of which at
least as good “legal” grounds ex-
Izted for appldng them. It leaves
unintelligible the anti-zanctiontat
position of Great Britain now In
the Rhineland dispote,  With re-
speet bo Yperce,” Great Britaln has
had the sayme outlook during all
four of these occurrences—and yet
only In one did she advocate sanec-
tlnns.

The Real Meaning

To explain the role of sanctions
intelligibly. we must Arst onders
stand what they are. And i weo
undersiand this, we know that they
are not means for enforcing peace,
but slmply lostruments of the pol-
fcles of the natfonal governments
which invoked them, or consider
invoking them. We judge and ex-
plain them, therefore, in the light
of the whole policles of the given
povernments, For Great HBritain
and France, for example, they are
part of the imperialist polleles of
two Imperialist governments—that
is. part of two war policles, For
the Soviet Union, they are part of
the world poliey of Stalinfsm—of
soclalism in obe SOURLET, PresServi-
tinn of the irternational status guo,
aftd preeparation for defense of the
Soviel Union by alliance with cap-
Itallat states

Ta wunderstand sanctlong in this
manner—ihat 8, &8 ther are, nob
as paclfistz  and  social-patricts
dream of them—makes explicable
what has actually happened, and
the conificts that have arisen.

In the Chare War. the policles
of Fraoce and Great Britain did
not require any flirtation with sanc-
tlona. Imdesd. Great BrHaln pre-
ferred that the Chaco War should
continee, since Roval-Duotch-Shell
had ap Important stake In the vie-
tory of Paraguay. Sanctlona were
therefores never mentloned. Like-
wlse In the case of the Japaness
Invasion of Manchurla. Here was
i perfect legal Instanes for the ap-
pllcation of sanctions. But Franoe,
and partcolarly Great  Britain,
spw nothing to be galped from the
use of soch a risky weapon. Thelr
Imperialist Intereata were not im-
mediately and directly affected to
a sofficlent degree. They opnse-
quently declded that the Dbest
“means for enforcing peace” at
that time was to do nothing open-
Iy, to carry on diplomatl =egotin-
Hone and Anancial traneact] He hee

{Confinmad an Page 4%

For months now the BStalloist
press has bteen filled with ballyhoo
for Btakhanovism. The February
fmgue of the Communist Interantion.
al boasts that: “The words "Stak-
hanovism® and ‘Stakhanoy methoeds
have become famons far beyond the
canfines of the first soclalist atage
in the world.” ({p. 351)

At the wery helght of this cam-
palgn, news comes from Moscow,
as reported by Harold Denny in
the New York Times, that: “Stak-
hanoviesm has fallen back so com-
pletely in its blethplace that only
onpa of tha many Donetz Basin coal

mining units was not falling in its’

production guota.™ (N, Y. Times,

March 18.)

The breakdown s not limited to
the eonl industry., ‘The saituation
Is =0 serlous that, according to
Dwenny's dispateh, it “saused Com-
munlst party and government lesd-
ers to demand. . that it (1 & Stak-
hanovism) be revived and strength-
el

Is IMenny perhaps vilifving Stak-
hanoviam? Is there really a “break-
down", and how serlous Is L7

It iz impossible as yet 4o guuge
the siteation folly, but suficlent

facts are already avallable to en-
able ge to outline it.

The introdoction of what Denny
calls the “SBtakbancy speeding sys-
tem” Indubltably prodoced resualts
at the outset. If we take the key
stegl and coal Tigures as the basls
for & general orfentation, we find
that the ocoiput of stee]l Increased
from an average prodoctlon of 3505
thousand tona in September to 38
thousand tons In December: a lke
increase was galned in the prodoc-
tion of coal (the Donetz Rasin)
which rose from the average dally
outpit of 1782 thousand tons In

Beptember to 220 thousavd tons in
December,

These -were, so to speak, the
ey mson months of Stakhanovizsm,
In January, we find the stesl pro-
duction still increasing. It rises
to #n average daily production of
42 thousand tona, But the figures
for the coal Industry already show
a small but indubitable decpcase,
In January, the average dally out-
put in the Innbas reglon fell to
223 thousand tons of coal. The
February flgures indicate a levelllng
off in the produoction of stesl. the
industry apparently maintafining its
Jangary output of 42 thousand tons
mer day, while a forther decline s
indlenied Io the Donbas coal produe-
tion (221 thousand tons of coald.
The flgures of the Second Five Yoar
Man call for a dally production of
46 thousand tons of steel, and 230.1
tons of coal from the Donetz basin.
{The above flgares have been aver-
aged from the dafly data poblished
in Pravda.)

In short, instend of steadily in-
oreasing, the outpat 1z elther re-
malning  statlonary or  declining.
The questlon naturally arlses how
are we to reroiclle thess facts with
the claime made by the Sialinista
that the "Stakbanoy movement #n-
sures a gigantle growth of the pro-
ductivity of labor...® ele., ete.
{(Communist Int, Feb, 1038, p. 35).
The answer is that the facls give
the e to the Stalinist hoasis.

The fmability to maintain levels
alrendy attained cam signify only
one thing: that the gains have been
made not s0 much on the basis of
a scientific ratioanlization of Ind-
usiry as ai the expense of an in-
ereased physoleal exertion om the
part of the workers. The workers
are wnable to maintaln the intense
tabor for more than & few weeks.
Their physical exhaustion is reflect
tid in the declining ountput. More.
aver, there are many algns that the
workers are reslsting the attempts
of the bureaneracy to lond an inbal-
erable burden on thelr shoulders,
Born o few short months agn, Sta-
khanovism already faces o erlas

The ecoantmic and cultural devel-
apment of the 1188 H. I8 no longer
compatible with the exiatence of @
uanrping Caelf-willed bureaueracy,
This bureaveracy Is now a brake
npon further development .and it
must come into an ever greater con-
flict with the Soviet proletariat,
That |a the real meaning of the lat-
et mews from the Soviet TUnlon.

WORLD OF LABOR
Stakhanov Campaign Gripped by Serious

Crisis in the Soviet Union
e By JOHN 6. WRIGHT———_

SPLIT IN THE SWEDISH C. P.

The European press reports that
& split has taken place in the Com-
munist Party of Sweden (sectlon
of the Third International).

A conslderable section of the
Bwedish C.P. refused, it seems, to
follaw blindly the turn toward na-

tlonal defznse that was ratified by
the Beventh Congres. The section
that split has Issued Ms own organ,
“Proletarian Unity™, in which it
charges the Third Inbternational
with havlog betrayed the revolu-
tionary tradition of Leninism, «

The split in Sweden iz the first
open sign of the opposition that
has been romored to be sticrting in
the ranks of the Comintern, alnce
the “pew torn” was officlally sanc-
tlomed slx months ago. There are
algo continued romors of & revolk
in the Polish C.P.

The indications are that Stalln
and his henchmen will not have in-
ternally the same ecasy sailing with
their lateat turn as they had with

ail the preceding zigzags,
I

BELGITM

A Bpeclal Congress of the Bel-
gian Tabor DIarty (P.O.B) Wwas
held on Febroary 22, for the pur-
pose of ratifving the actlon of So-
clalist Ministers who had previous-
ly approved the military project of
Draveze, a8 demanded by the French
Geporal Staff,

These proposals of the Belglan

War Department proved somewht
embarrasing to the Soclalist Minl-
gters in the coalitlon Government.
Mhey hed entered Into this conldtion
ministey with the pnderatading that
no matbers relatlng to the army
wonld be broached ontll after the
next parlinmentary electlons; and
they had been assured by the war
piinlsiry that the conditlon of Da-
tlonal defense was perfectly splen-
did.
Unforseen contingencles, however,
guddenly compelled the Minlster of
War to demand that the compulsory
term of milltary service be extend-
ed € montha, that more milllons
be adided to the army budget, and
go on, In order to Euarantee “col-
leetive seourity.” The embarrassed
Boclalst Minlsters did not besliate
for a moment to vole In APproval
of these messures. But, of course,
there =till remaloed the task of
awinging the trade onions solidly in
lne. A serics of maneuvers and
“dipcusslons” followed, culminating
in the Speclal Congress,

It follows as & metter of colrse
that this Congress adopted & res-
olotlon which admits “the possibil
ity of a defenslve war'in certain
glrcomatances.™ The  resolutlon
goes on to emphasize that soch a
defenslve war in the international
gphere “coincides with the struggle
against Fasclsm.” The P. 0. B.
went, of course, on record in favor
of a collective security on the basis
of the Teague Covenant for mutoal
ald.

vandervelde, who had “retired”
from actlve service on account of
hiz age, can still summon sufficlent
gtrength to remain true to the be.
trayal of 1914, in company with
Messrs, Spaak, De Man and Co.

Last January 25, Vandervelde
celebrated his T0th birthday. On
this happy occasion the Bowvlel
ambaszedor to Belglom sent him a
gift, no doubt in token of the fact
that the preparation for the Second
Imperialist AWar I8 proceeding full
blast under the beoner of the Sec-
ond mpd Third Internationals,

- &

STEFL FOR THE SLAUGHTER

While the agents of the imperial-
{ats are mobilizing the cannon fod-
der, the steel plants are working the
world over to provide the ammuoni-

tlom.

In. 1025, the world pradoction of
atepl nmel east lron was donble that
of the vear 1832,

The ateel produetlon of the United
States has increased 317 over that
of 104, Oermany has increased
ita prodnction 3659, taking the
lead In Europe. Csechoslovekia
showed an Increase of 2289 ; Ttaly,
1989 : Englamd, 1108 Poland.
B0

The rising tempo of the steel pro-
duction reflects the speed with
which the next world slaughter 18

aproaching.
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