e i ol e

e

SATURDAY, MARCH 21, 1936

m’
e ——

r v

Sog_i_glism in Words but Treacherous Patriotism ir! Action

By JOHN WEST ?

Beware of Social Patriotism Masking its Judas Game

There |s—and naturally enough—
& wldespread confuslon about the
nature and meaning of “social-patri-
otism"”, Indeed, §f It were not for
thiszs confuslon, seclal-patriotiam
would not be capable of producing
the powerful effects which It does
in fact produce; and, consequently,
would not represent the mortal
danger to the working e¢lass which
it does In fact represent.

The confuslon can be Mlustrated
by o reply frequently heard from
Btalinlsts, whether party members
or sympathizers, to the accusation
that the polley of the Comintern i{s
goclal-patriotie.  “This accusatlon ™
thed protest, “la libellong slander,
Why, look at such and such ao

-articie and this or thaf resolutlon.

You can see for yourself, the C. L.
theorlst puts forward the great
Leninlst slogan, *“Torn the imperial-
Ist war Into a clvil war’. Here are
the paragraphe which state that
war can finally be ellminated only
under socialism, that capitalism In-
evitably in the end leada to war,
cte, ete. How, then can you cob-
tinue to call the C. 1. soclal-patrl-
otle in the face of such evidence '

Toe many honest people, not fully
clear about the nature of polltics,
such & reply ls convioelng To
Marxista. however, it I8 entirely
meaningless,

We have heére an example of a
technigue of betravers familiar
singg the beginnings of the revolu-
tlonary movement, and typleal of
demagogy In every form. It s tha
same argoment that is nsed in gen-
eral by supperters of reformism and
soclal-demecrney. Do not the soclials
democrnty declare in faver of soclal-
fam fined agninst capltallam? How,
thon, enn yon say that they are an
mhztacle to the working elass, that
they actnally serve to uphold the
continued role of eapital and to
foster the basic interests of the
bourgeolsle within the working
clasa}

Unfortunately, the effects of the
actlons of men are not mensteed oo
determined elther by thelr hopes
and wlshez or by the abstract alo-
gans which they from time fo time
Tormulate. -

A Perfumed Polson

Above all 18 this true In the cage
of soclnl-patriotism, The truth of
the matter 1s that if a soclal-patriot-
ic policy were openly and explicitly
atated as such, It would make no
headway among the masses, and
wonld be of minor importance. Tt
would be merely repudiated, Bo-
clal-patriotlsm gains its influence
precisely becaose H 1g disgulsed, be-
cause Iitls clothed outwardly in the
noble ralment of proletarian and
revolutionary phraseology.  Only
thus fin soclal-patriotism gain ae-
cess  to the consclousness of the
misses. The deady polgon of social-
patriotlsm must oo all ooeasions be
heavily perfumed.

It 1a the eritical Insight of Marx-
Ism alone that can penetrate to the
polsonous core, And Marxism s
able to do so because It judges pro-
¥rams—any program—ot on  the
‘basle of ideals and wilshes, nor of
‘abstract phrases and -dstant goals,
but on the epecific anawers to
wpecifle questions, the concrete pol-
icles on concrete lssues, and on the
actions which follow from soch
answers and such conerete policles.

Bocial Patriotism in 1914

In 1814, the European sorlal-dem.
voratle parties carrled through a
soclal-patriotie betrayal of the work-
Ing clasa to the war, turned thelr
Tollowlng over to the guns of {m-
perialism. Buot, of course, thia was
dome entirely—for the sake of =o-
clallam, XNot for one moment did
the leaders of the social-demoeraey
abandon the ideal of a soclmlist
soclety,  None of them made dee-
laratlons for the support of the
clnzs cnemy. Maeny of them—Eant-
gky included-—continned even to ad-
vocabte “the proletarian  dictator
whip™.

But, in splte of all this unewsosp-
tionable conduct, they supported the
Imperialist war; they recroited the
workers Inkto the army; ther voled
Inr the war credifts: they took thelr
places In the war machines, It s
for this, and not for their phrases
arl ideals and words that we char-
acterlze thele- policies as  social-
patriaotie

How eould these concrete acts he
reconciled with the abstract ideals ?
The social-democratic leaders were
skilled and ingenlons men. They
found Tittle difficulty. 1t was neces-
eary, In Germany. for the zocial-
demerracy o defend the gaing and
achievements of the Germon work-
Ing class against the tyranny and
despotism of Russian Crarism, the
most repctionary government in the
entire world, which, if wletorious,
would have desteoved those gains
and achievements, This was 8 very
plavsible argument, and could be
defended by most convincing “socinl-
1st" reasoning.

Its plausibility Is decrensed, how-
ever, when It f8 compared with the
wqually convinelng soclalist reason-
Ing which was emploved by the
sinl-democrate of PFrance and
England. The latter podnted ont.
of course, that It wos necessary to
defend democracy and  freedom
{and the posalbllity for the advance
to soclalism which democracy and
treedom allowed) against German
militarism, which would, if vietor-
fous have destroyed democracy in
France and England, and thus turn.
ed back the struggle for soelalism.

Behind Empty Revolutionary Phrases

In each case, the concrele con-
temt of the policles of the soclal-
democrats meant simply @ suppore of
one's own government—that is, sup-
port of the class ememy through fts
représentative, the state. In other
words, it means and, could only
meaf, the betrayal of the workers'
struggle for soclalism, which {is
necessarily the struggle against the
clazs enemy and the state: and thes
it meant also the abandonment of
the strogele against war, which is
instparable from the class atrug;lé
for soclnlism,

The basle characteristie of soaial-
patriotlsm remalnz the same: sap-
port, within the working class, of
the capltallst state and through it
of the bowrgesisie in the war. The
speciflec forms of social-patriotism,

however, necessarlly change, since
theze must be adjusted to the con-
créfe clrenmstance of the civen war
erisis. It is by these specific forms
—not by the general and abstract
phrases—that we must always judge
eny “antl-war" policy,

In the present war crisis, theres
fore, it is irrelevant te argue over
the appearance of phrases about
“eivil war” the “dietatorship of the
proletariat”, or “the strugele for
=nginllsm®™, These are, on the proper
oecnsion, Impoctant, But thes do
not at all determine the meaning of
the “antl-war™ policy, do not at all
nuitk it ns on the gne hand, revola-
finnary, or on the other, soeial-patrl-
il i,

Four Forms of Soclal Patriotism

We must examine the specific and
peeunllar issues of the present crisis,

Zinee It t3 with respect to these
that the differentiation  between
revelationists  and  social-patriots
takea plaee,

In the present war crisis, the
specific and peculinr issues have

heen four: (1) Defense of the
Soviet Unlon; (2) Wars of dem-
ocralie nations agalnst faselst
natlons; (3) Neutrality Leglsls-
tion; (4) League and government.
al sanctions,

This does not mean that other
issues are not present, All the old
issues remaln, and take on new
meanlngs In the new crisla  Bat
these four appear in a apeclal man-
ner At present, offerlng  problems
not wholly solved In previous erises

MARCH OF EVENTS

and around which pew and basic
re-groupments  consequently  take
placea,

On these four issues the dividing
ling between Marxists and social-
patvlols is sharp and unmistakable,
It ig Indecd characteristic of a war
crisiz that it tends more and more
clearly 4o reduce all the complex
divisions within the labor movement
th the basle two: revolutionary
Marziam and soclal-patelotism. The
divergence here ¢an be summed up
ag followa:

(1} Defensa of the Sovlet Unlon.

ThelMarxists atand for the defense
of the Boviet Unlon by the exten-
slon of the October revoluotlon to
the capitalist nations, by the over-
throw of the bourgeols state by the
revolutionary worklng clags. ‘The
Marxists malntain that this policy
holds equally n “peace™ and in
war, and Iz the only way in which
the International proletariat can de-
fend the Workers' State, The sorlal-
patriots stand for the defense of the
Hoviet Unlon by the defense of the
natlons {Le, the bourgeols states)
whith may be (for whatever ren-
som) In milltary alliance with the
Rovlet TUnfon in the war. Within
amy eapdialist eountry, they stand
for support of the war, if the conn-
try In question 5 allled with the
Zoviet Union.

(2) Wars of democratie nations
against fascist nations,

Thi AMarxists make no distinetion
betwern democratie and fasclst na-
tiens with reference to the policy on
wiir, since they regard both as mere-
Iv two different forms of caplonllst
cluzs role, and recosmize that Jdem-
veracy metessarily leads to fascism
in the decline of capitalism, nnless
capltalism  jtself 15 overthrown.
Within both democratic and fascist
atates, Marxista ecall for stroggle
agalnst the war, against the stape:
they ingist that the chief enemy is
at  home—the elazs enemy, The
social-petriots eall for the support
of democratic natlons in a war
ngninst fascist nations.

{3) Nemtrality Legisiation

(This Iz a problem chicfly for
the United States), The Marxists
are againat all forms and types of
Neutrality Leglslation, and for am
independent revelutlonary working
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By JACK

The defent of the combined re-
actionary-monarchical-fascist foroes
in Spaln, even though confined as
yet to the parllamentary sphere,
haz wsent & wave of joyous confl-
denceé  and daring  through the
hearta of milHons of tollera in town
und oountry. The flames of prole-
tarlan and peasant revolt, all but
extingulahed under the onslanght
of the bourgeoisle, have burst out
anew anl even more flercely. The
brutal represslons auffered by the
workers after the defeat of the last
Insurrection have called forth a
sponianeons outburst which earries
the movement far beyond the elect.
oral stage. For the moment {he
reactlonary forces are belng seatter-
od like ehaff before the wind. Inm
the agrarian reglons—PBadajos, Cad-
iz, Balamancs, Caceras—ihe starv-
ing peasants have begup to selze
the land, driving out the hig lagd-
owners. Under the tremendons pres-
sure developed in the new situation,
the povernment has  been  foreed
to legalize this "distribation” of
Innd temporarily, “pending passage
of necessary laws by the Cortes.”
A mevalutlonary  situntion exists,
Bot egually elearly, all the dangers
that threatenced to engulf the Span-
=h proletariat previously and glive
the wictory tog the connter-revolu-
tion, remnin.

] L] L]
The “*People’s Front*

The People’'s Front by means of
which the proletariat was complete-
Iy subordinated to the “democratic™
hourgenisie, i already breaking up
inta 1ts lrreconellably antagonistle
clements, fhe moment the workera
resort quite sponmtanconsly to indes
peenlent actbon §in their own Inper-
ecatz, The petty bourgecisle have
teken lmmediate alarm at the un-
contrallable power shown by the
miaszes. Azana, republican malnatay
of the hounrgeoisle, has been extond-
ed credit nnew among fhe mossea
by the bwtraring People’'s Front of
Republicans-Sociallsts-Stalinlata, In
onriler to derafl the workers' revaoln-
fion for the second time,  With
the reported consent of Coballers,
eo-called [eft socinlisf, Azuna has
prohibited all demonstrations The
ariler was  applled In  pareleular
agninat SEpcialist farm Inhorors who
had planned to hold monster demon-
steations in AMadrld and all provin.
clnl eapltala in favor of Immediate
paeeelling of grandees' estates, It
rimiaing to be sten whether Azana
will sueeced In “normallzlng™ the
altvwation. Meantlme, as is alwars
the case with ¢he “liberal™ bone-
geals elamenta boosted [nle power
with the ald of the masses, Azana
is already making svertures to the
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finitely closer than to the prole-
tariat. Azana was placed in power
to preent Gl Robles from attaining
contral. But juest as Hisndenbuorg
invited Hitler to take over the reing
of government, so there are already
negotiations between Azaua and Gil
Robles on the posslbility of a par-
linmentary bloc against the “left”,
At the same time Azana kindly
“advises” young Primo de Rivera,
fasclst leader, to leave the country
untfl things blow over. The de-

nouement of the People’s Froot

threatens to be & very speedy one
indead--at the expense of the work-
ers

'] ¥ m

The working class of Spain 18 to-
day eelebrating a great electoral
“vietory.," That *“victory”™ leaves
the' boorgeoisle in power. ‘Trod,
that section of the bonrgeoisie in
pwer preferz the repoblic to the
monarchy, But the character of the
regime Is delermined finally by the
nature of the class holding power,
in this case the propertied class
Onee before It was the power of
the ballof, to all appearances that
hrought abont the downfall of the
manarchy in favor of the repoblic
It was the continmed faith in that
{bourgeois) republic under the self-
same Azana, that led to the pre.
vions defeat of the proletarian re-
volution. It was the fact that no
risvvolutlonaey party existed, basing
itzelf on A Marxist progrom, pap-
able of planning the revolution care-
fully, step by step, able to asalst
the mazses in assindlating thelr ox-
periences, that held bhaek the re-
volutlom.  Spontancons  actlon of
the masses, without a elear plan
and a firm program and withoot
the Ieadership of a party, ean anly
lead to defeat, however courageons
the struggle of the workers,

In every conntry where the hlight
of the capltalist crizis has finally
resulted fn A revolutionary erisis, it
has been demonstrated that s van-
guard party of the most class con-
sglows and milltant workers iz a
protequisite for o suecessful strag-
gle against the papltalizts.  Will a
apeond demonstration of this Marx-
et privciple be neccszary for the
Spanish working class? The Stal-
iniats, by their ¢lozs collaborntion-
ist polier of the Peaple’s Front.
luve again bhronght the Spanish
workers to the brink of defeat. The
militant socialist workers have heen
hompered from reaching fiem Marz-
st ground ns the only logleal re-
sult of thelr own experiences, by
the false and betraying course of
Binlinizm,. Corpect leadership cam
anly be built on the clear plans and
the firm prineiples of the New In-

reactionaries o whom he feels In-

ternational.

class policy against the lmperialist
war, The social-patriots are for va-
plows kinds of Wentrality Leglsla-
tioe, differing among themselves on
the most “desieable”  kind. (It
should be remarked that advocacy
of Neutrality Leglslation s nmot al-
ways soclal-patrictism in the strict
gense of the term. In the “lsolation.
lat™ form, it i rather a wvaclety of
pacifism, which 18 not here ander
dizcussion, Pacifism, however, tends
always o puss over Into socinl-pa-
triotism thongh It does not neces
sarily do 0. In any case, the rev-
olutlonary struggle against war
must alwaya Include the strogegle
against every varlety of pacifism.)

{4) League and Governmefital
Sanctionsg,

The Marxzistg are against all
forma of Leagwe and goveromentsl
sanetionz, and for  independent
wirking clnss “sanetlons”, The so-
cinl-patriots are for League and
governmental sanctions agalost se-
ealled “aggressors”,

The gecial-patriots will of conrse,
gay that such a bald outline grossly
“wisrepresents” thelr position, chat
the guestlons are “not e slmple as
all that", ete. And It 15 cerininly
true that fn the writings and
speecheg of the social-patriots the
questions are not so simply  potc
They are covered over a cloud of
modifications.  provises, additions,
justifleations, exceptions, and “but"
clinses.  The social-patriots inform
us that they are for not merely
governmental sanctions, but  alao
for working-closs  sanctiong—and
“the latter are basleally the more
important.,”  They assure uz that
when fighting in the armies of
France or the United States against
Germany or Japam, they will not
"really™ e fighting In suppott of
the povernments of France and of
the United States, but against Nazi
Germany and despotic Japan, and
for the Soviet Union; and as soon
as the threeat agalnst the Soviet
Unfon and the menace of Fascism
s put out of the way, they will
turn thelr arms against the bour-
geois governments of France and
the Unlted Btates. (Similarly, in
1914, the social democrats fought
not to support the Kalser and the
Junkers and Industrialists, bat
aginst the Cear: and not for the
English bankers, but against the
Kaiser.) They will gulckly grant
that Neutrality Legislation “cannot
mermabintly ensure peace, which
can ouly be done by the victory of
the working class, bBat we mnst
'u‘tllllme BYEry means at our dispo-
sal,™
No “Buots” ln Antl-War Stroggle

But this iz all merely evasion,
equivecation and deception. At
heart, the guestlons are really as
direct and slmple as here stabed.
Yes and No answers are the only
two possible. There are no “buts”
In the revolutionary  stroggle
against war. All the modifications
in & 20,000 word thesls serve only
te hide and in oo way to alter the
social-patriotic betrayal. It 1s for
this very reason that the fssue of
war provides so unerring a tonch-
stoné whereby to distingulah the
tendencies and developments with-
in the labor movement,

Theose four specifle forms which
soclal-patriotism has taken during
the present wat crisls are not, of
eonitse, nnrelated. The Marxist posi-
linn on each of the four fzsucs fol-
lows not accidentally nop arbitra-
rily, but from one fondamentnl v
ierlging set of principles, in terms
of which the conercle answers are
given. Marxists hold that  the
struggle against war {5 inseparahble
from {he class struggle In gencral;
that the elnegs strogele meanzs in
the present era the stroggle of the
tiroletarint {In alllance with eoalo-
ninl and sobject peoples and soe-
fions of the middie closses) against
the bourgeoisie, and its representa-
tives, the bourgeols stotes, M
compromize In this stinggle i per-
miszible, Nar enn it be suapended
beeanse of “exceptions!™ situations
—siich 0%, for example, war, Tia-
ther must 8 be iotensbiied and
brought to cnlmination kg “excep-
tlional™  sbtuations,  Consequently,
the Marxiztz muzt alwars rejeet
any poliey which invalves a subop-
dination to, compromlze with, col-
labaration whth, the class enemy
and the state.

Collahoration with Class Enemy

But the polley of the social-pa-
triots I8 exactly a poliey of subor-
dination o, compromise with, the
clnzz enemy and the state, Tha
social-patriots propose to conduct
the struggle agalist war In eolla-
boration with the houwrgesls spate:
te defend the Sovier Unien alomg
with honrgesis =tates allled with
thie Soviet stnte; to defeat Foascizm
in collabaration with the bonrgecis
demecratie states: to stop war for
the United Btates by collaboration
with the imperiallat U.R. govern-
ment In enacting and enforeing Newr-
trality Leglslation; to punish “ag-
gressors” by relylng on the “sanc-
tions" of imperialist states and the
imperialist Leagoe agninst the "ag
Eressor.”

The Matxlats polnt out that n
struggle against war cannot con-

eeilvably be conducted in collabora-

tlon wifh these who make war;
that "collaboration”™ with the ¢lass
enemy and the bourgeols state can
only mean for the working claas
subordination to the clnzs enemy
and the bourgesis state: that, in
general, the struggle against war
cannot be formulatid within the
framework of capltallsm, since cap-
itnlism loevitably breeds war, but
must alwaya be the struggle
againat ecapitalism, for workers'
power and for socialism, Conse-
quently, they pose the problem of
the strugele against war—in svhat-
ever manner I appears-—asanetions,
Neutrality Legislation, defense of
the Roviet Unlon, attitude toward
Fuselst states—as always the strug-
gle against the bourgealsle and the
hourgesis atate,

The programs of all the parties,
organizations and groups of the
working clags can ba rigldly tested
hy raference to the fonr special 18-
sues of the present erlsls.

By making this test, we discover
ut onee the foct of major impor-
tunee: that, on all foor, the most
vigorous, relentless and uncensing
nidvocate of the soclal-patriotic po-
sitions iz Stalinism—the Commia-
nist Imiernotionnl and its national
arctions thronghout the warld, The
Communist parties have become the
material embodimend of =seclsl-pa-
triotlsm fn the thorough and fatal
form it enn take in the presoent
erizsis, The primary historical fume-
thom pemaining for Stalinism te ful-
fill i to act ns the chief {Tunction-
ary  for imperindlsm within  the
warking cluzs in the coming war,

“Defense of the Sovied Tnlon™

The same test, secondly denson-
stentbes with equally erystal clarity
thut the leaders of the Second lo-
ternntional, tegether with the lead-
ors of the chief partles affiliated to
the Zecond Internationsl, continge
nnchanged the social-patriotic tra-
ditfon of 1814, On all four of these
baale eoaerebe  lssuea  they hawe
given eéxacily the same answer as
Btalinism: the social-patrictic an-
swer. The four answers ane eme
bodled, for example, in the Dan-
Zyromekl-Baner Thesis, as well as

i

We guote from a letter (Janu-
ary, 1938) wrltten by our Lithu-
anian eomrades:

“*The Stalinists clalm some 1000
members, of whom about: 200 (in-
cludlng the souwth) are In Kovno
Buot the enormous development of
the activities of provocatenrs, which
Is In part duoe to the bureancratlc
leadershdp, reduces their work al-
most 4o nothing, On  the other
hand, thls party, as s the case in
the entire world, has made & sherp
turn to the right derilng the past
vear. ‘The slogan, “Long Live the
_lnteruuiinnnl Revolution!”  wwhich
was stlll to be found last year on
all thels leaflets and publications,
has heen completely deleted today
from the columnes of thefr press.
The reader no longer gets the jit-
tera from snch abnalve worda as
“gpcialism,” “revoelution' ete. . . .«

Everything 18 rational aod sane
Instead of this they broadeast
homilles to Ehe “Naroduniki” (in

France they po under {he name of
Tl.mli-ml* Boclallsts); and they ap-
pial fo them to engage inatantly in
n striuggle for a People’s Front
Government with thelr own partie-
ipation (Le., that of the Btallnists),
or, even without iheie participa-
tiom—all for a democratic govern-
ment In general which they pledoe
bo support.  When they are told
that such a demoecratic povernment
had oecupied itaelf iontensively ap
ie the year 1928 to elap revolution-
lsts in jails, and then procecded
ln 192¢ to surrender (e power to
the Fasclsts withont the slghtest
reglstnnes, their answer s “‘Oh,
but. today it will be an entirely
different sort of a demoeracr.' A=
it there enn bhe any other kind of
bourgenls democracy ! We, the Bol-
shevik-Leninlsts, are naturally not
at all apposed to n struggle for the
demoeratie rights of the workers,
only we understand very well that
under the exlsting conditions, de-
mocraey canned in general long
maintain jtzelf and cannot prove
to hie anyihing exoopt a trangition.
al stage sither towards Fascizm or
revolution. But as for the Stakine
igtz, they have discovered, i seems,
a neg soclal order, some sort of
an ‘entirely different democracy.”
“The second principal plank in
thelr program s the lndependence
af Lithnanfa. “Tong Live the In-
dependence of Lithuanla!® That is
thelr battle slogan today. The most
grotesqne point Iz thet this strog-
gle for the Independence of Lithno-
ania serves as their point of depar-
ture for the stroggle against the
government., They constantly charge
the Government with the Intentlon
of selling Lithoanis to the Ger-

in the positions of Blum and his

assoclates, This is particularly re-
venllng In the case of “defense of
the Soviet Unlon.” It should hard-
I¥ be pecesaary to comment on tho
record of these gentlemen with re-
forcnee to the Soviet Union. They
were nf the begioning, and have
remained consistently, the hitter
enemies of the Qetober Revolutlon.
MNevertheless, In the face of the war
crigls, they are able to formulate n
polley with regard to the defense
of the Soviet Unlon which iz -
distinguishable from the policy of
Stallnism. ‘The renson for this is
not far to seck.  Stalinism, too,
has now raoged Itself on the slde
of the enemies of the Oetober Hev-
olution.  Stallnlsm teanslates “de-
fense of the Soviet Unlon® im “de-
fense of boorgeols states”—and this
naturally oolneldes with the alms
of Messra, Blum and Bauer. Hlum
and Bauer are not afraid of words:
If the slogan “Defense of the Ho-
viet Upion™ can ald them in mak-
ing the socinl-pateiotic plll polat-
able to the working class, they are
perfectly willing to borrow it from
Stalin, They go thus o step be-
yomd the leaders of the Threitish Ta-
bour Pariy and of the Old Guand
Socinlists in this countey.  1hese
atick mainly to the three ofher is
sues for thelr socinl-patriotic plat-
form glving to them exoctly the
sime answers as the Stalius and
the Bauwers), but stlll balk at the
first. They will donbiless [earn,
nowever. And, if it 13 needed fe
order to speed ap recrulting for the
army, we shall dnd that Waldman,
Omenl, wnd the chiefs of the it
isli Labour DParty have overnight
become among the lowdest of the
defenders of the Workers” State.

Theze four Izsnes thos  provide
wz further with o declsive test for
the mature of the two Internation-

als. They prove beyond any possible
doubt that the Internationals are
on the side of the wap, that they
will function for the war during
thiz final perlod of preparation as
wiell ag during the actual confilet.
From this it follows neceassarlly
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CPers Neutral to Lithuanian Fascist Gov't
In a War with German}f

that, as one integral part of the

the Lithuanian people.
themsaglves who are really prepared

It iz they

to defend the couontry. It ia self-
evident that our directing Fasclst
¢ligue {whose soclnl base is rela-
tively wvery narrow). who rely in
the main upon the “independence
of Lithuanin™ find it =asy to parry
such "charges™ and are able to
compete with great soecess  with
the Btalinists sq far as the “na-
tlonal sentiment” s concermed.

“Mevertheless the Stalinlsta are
prepared, In the event of war, to
defend bravely ‘thelr own coun-
try' - (and, consequently, also the
existing government).

“4 Btallnist (one of the most
‘class-consclous’) expressed himself
as followa, durlng & convarsation
with omne of opr comeades: “I have
spent seven years In Jall, bat §f
Hitler amctually attacks Ldthoania,
I will enlist as a woelunteer in fhe
Lithuanian army."

“There vonr have the troe aplreit,
steipped of all velle. Onee ypon a
time, in Cefirist Russla, the Men-
sheviks, staunch defenders of fhelr
country, were likewlse clappsd in
Jalls,

“In thelr leaflets, for Augnst 1,
the Staliniste  oflclally  declared
Wi will not put obstacles in the
way of the Fpacist Government in
Its mensires agninst Hitler.," In
other words, they aecept In reality |
the inereasoe of the army, and of |
the military budget, ete, ete., as If}
it iz possible to determine before-
hand srhether these measures will
be directed agninst Hitler, or some-
body else. In any ease, up to nOW
these mensares have been direcied
against the peasants who are ne-
beElling,.  Such s the milserable state
in which the Stalinist party fods
itscdf at present.”
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GREECE

The Dally Worker has of Iate

made a great fuss about the “slan-

ders” ecast at Its sister party in
Gresee,  LUnder the dabe-ling of
December 24, 1835, our Greek

comrides weote ws a very Hlomin.
ating letter. We have Just received
it. The delay was dhe in o large
mensare to the fact that one eom-
rudeg in Greeeoe have been fone-
tinnlng under extremely oR@rous
conditions, During the peried of
illegality (prioe to the fall of the
Kondylls government), they suf-
fered very severe blows in propor-
tlon to thelr forces. 8Slx of our
Greek comralles, among them
Georges Vitsorls, have been exiled
to various islands. Another Ieading
comrida was ocouri-martisllad to
three years im prison. Here s
what onr Greek comrendes  report

mana, and acecnse it of betraying

about the activity of the Stalinists

strogele agninst the war, the revo-
Intionists musat proclaim the Fourth
International; and that the atrug-
gle against the war is inseparable
from the struggle ngainst the old
Tuterntionals and for the new. This
coaclusion and this task cannol bheé
hidilen: wve know in advance swhat
the task must be, and to fail to
declare it openly 1s betrayal in the
gtrugele against the war

In addition, these four issues pro-
vide major criterla by means of
which fo mensure the new differen-
tindions wilhin the labor movement,
The approach toward o revolutlon-
ary poszitlon is slgualled by claelfl-
catlon on these lssaes For exom-
ple, we discover by auch an exam-
inntlon that the Allitant Socinlista
in this coumiry have glven—though
not withouwt certain vitlating “mod-
ifications”—the revelutionary as op-
posed to the gocial-patriptic am-
swers to thoee of these four gues-
tlons posed by the present crisls.
They retain a blend of pacifism and
potentlal soclal-patriotism in thelr
answer to the fourtb—Neutrallty
Legislatton—which ia of particular
fmpottance for a party in the Unit-
ed States, sinee this §s almost ex-
clusively a U.8. guestion (our reve
olutlonary policy, ooe might say,
must begin at home}., The Y.P.E
L.Ss have taken a revolutlonary po-
sition even on this fourth, and havea
falrly consistently opposed all forms
of Noutrality Legislation.

Tt wonld he an crfor to conelude
from this that the Y81 =—and,
ponscquently, =6l less the Militnnts
w=hnve roqched the foll elavilieaiion
of o Mnarxlst program, in generasl,
or specifically on the war guestion,
This s not yet by any means the
ease,  In spite of thelr on the whole
enrpect stand with respect to these
four cruelal present questlons, they
retnin, on the izsne of war, other
psomifusions carrled over from thelr
parlier heritage: coanfusions, for &x-
ample, with reference to pacifizm
and particularly econcerndng  the
proper conerete attitude of Marx-
fgra townrd paciiist organizations;
they have romantle idens about
such matters as “the general strike
against war®; and they have so far
failed entirely to draw conclusions
from their war position with respect
to the international gquestlon. Neve
grtheless, the answera they have
glven on these four questlons es-
tablish, for the time being at least,
the directlon in which they ame
moving, Whether this movement
will be eompleted In adherence to
the full and uneompromlsing pro-
gram of revolutlonary Marxism is
of declsive Importance for the
bullding of the revolutionary party
in thiz counntry.

0 these four Issues featuring
the pregent war <risis, the question
of sanetlons, though not the most
important, 18 yet the moat contro-
voralal and ratees the largest num-
her of new and consequently hith-
erto unanswered questlons. Fur-
thermore, sanctions are not merely
theory, but have already had their
teat In practice.
——
durlng the critieal situation in
Greece, and the furlous offenslve
jnat the workers’ moverment:
“During the eventa that unfold-
ed, after the sanguinary clagh in
March (1835), the Stalinist party,
wompelled by the events to take a
clear-cut position, ongé way mi-] the
other, went the whale hog, and re-
venled Its true natore. During this
whole period the C.P. has
and eynleally collaborated nof only
with the supposedly democratic
parties but even with tha Liberal

“The Libetral Party is the party
that conduoeted all the wars [rom
1912 ta 1922 It is the party that
ias applied the most bestial tor-
rorism against the workers' move.
ment. Tt is this party that created
anid voted for the ‘ldlonyme’ (&
rigorons law against communists),
for the law against the Dress, ihe
exile law, ete. In particular, dur-
ing the recent perlod of fhe last
four years of the Venlzelos Govs
ernment, this party dlagnlyed =evs
ernl weorkers’ arganizations and or-
gantzed at SBalonica and elaew herd
e antl-semitle gangs of the “Three

'g."

E"Thu- conp detat of Iast Mareh
was originally evaluated by the
apnlinists, with their wsunl pnd En-
berent stupldity, as n Faseist nt-
tempt on the part of the Liboral
Party.. And so, they then proceed-
el tn collaborabe wilth‘lhlus VOTY

tv of Venizelos?
mmr:. f;:- I?';'I.l.‘l.r docnmentd, the Stal-

resent themselves as  Cof-
:?:1:::! !:lcmn:mt:a. At the outbreak
of the Italo-Abyssinlam war, they
took the initlative In adilressing a
burning appeal to all political par-
tics In the country, eﬂwﬂiug_ them
to unite for the defense of “Wation-
al independence and wationnl inte-

oLl ]

Fﬂ;nl-. conp d'etat of October 10,
1045, was cxecuted without the
wdemocratic conlition” (depicted br
the Stalinistz as a powerful mass
prganization) belng able to s mach
as 1ft its litfle finger. The Stalin-
ist party hns publicly come forwnrd
as i democratle parly and as & de-
fonder of national unity. In the
domnin of internal pollcies, it 1s In
agreement with the polley of  the
Balkan Entente. MNone of the sec-
tions of the Communist lnterna-
tional has so ignobly and so stu-
pldly disgraced Itself as has il

Communist Party of Greece doring
this recent period.”




