The Great M
Karl Marx

On the dawn of the 18th of
‘March, Paris arose to the thooder-
burst of *“Vire la Commune]”
What Iz the Commuone, that sphinx
g0 tantallzing to the = bourgeols
imind ?

“The proletarians of Parls,” sald
tha Central Committes In 1ts mani-
festo of March 18, “amidst the de-
feats and treasong of the ruling
classes, have nnderstood that the
hour bas struck for them (o save
the ecountry by taking into thelr
own hands the direction of puablic
affaira, . . . They have understood
that It 1a thelr duty and thelr ab-
solute right to become the masters
of thelr own destinies, by selxing
in thelr own hands state power.”

Buat the working closa cannot
#lmply lay hold of the ready-made
State machinery and wield It for
ftz own purposes. (Karl Marx:
Oivill War in France.)

*® ® @

If you look over the last chapter
of my FEighteenth Bruomaire yon
will find that, In my opinfon, the
next attempt of the Frooel revalo-
ton will be po longer, ns before,
to transfer the bereaneratic-mili-
tary maching from one hnnd to an-
other, but to smash it. This is the
necessary premise for every real
peaple’s revelution on the Contl-
nent, And this Is what our heroic
comrades in Parfs are attemping,
What flexibility, what hilsterleal
fnttiatlve, what a capacliy for sac-
rifice in these Parl=ians ! After six
montha of hopger and rofe caused
rather by Internal tregchery than
by the external enemy, they rise,
beneath the Prussian bayonets, as
if there had pever been a war be-

tween Franed and Germany and the
epemy were not at the gates of
Parls. History has no ke example
of herolsm. If they are defeated,
only their “good-nature” will be to
biame. They should have marched
at onee on  Versaflles after fArst
Viooy and then the reactlonary sec-
tion of the Parlalan National Guard
had quit Pariz, The right moment
was missed becavse of eonsclen-

tHous seraples. They did not want
to start the elvil war, ne If that
mongtrous abortlon Thiers had notk
already began the olvll war with
his attempt to dlsarm Parls. See
ond mistake: the Central Commit-
tee surrendered (i power {00 Robm,
te make way for the Commune.
Agaln from a teo "honorable” scro-
pulosity! Be that as It may, the
present gprising in Parls—even if
it be crushed by the wolves, swine
and wvile curs of the old soclefy=—
is the most glorlous deed of our
party sinee the June Insurrection
in Parla, Compare these Parlslafs
ready to storm Heaven with the
glaves to heaven of the German-
Prossinn, Holy Roman Emplre,
with ita antideluvian masgquerades,
recking of the barracks, the Church,
cabbage-Junkerdom and, above all,

of philistinlsm, (Hitraet from
Marx's letter to Kugelman, April
12, 1871).

w
That after the most tremendous

war of modern tlmes, the conguer-
fng hoestz should fraternize for the
common massacre of the proletariat
—ithis ueparallelled event does fn-
iicate, not n: Dismarck thinks, the
fimal repression of A new soclety
upheaving, but the cramblivg Into
fduat of bourgesis soclety. The
highest herole effort of which old
seecdety I8 sl capable la natlounal
war: and thiz {8 now proved to he
a mers government hambug, intend-
el to defer the stroggle of the
claszes, and to be thrown aslde as
soon as that elass struggle bursts
ot In clvil war., Closs rale i3 no
longer able to disguise {Eself in o
‘natlonal uniform ; the national gov-
ernments are one as against  the

proletariat! (Civll War In Franos,
1BTL.)

V. |. Lenin

Forty years have passed alnoe
the proclamation of the Parls. Com-
mune, Actording to thelr custom,
the French proletariat are honoring
‘the memory of the revolutionary
workers of March 18, 1871, by
meetings and demonstrations, At
the end of Moy they will again
bring wreaths to the tombs of the
Communards whoe were shot, the
victims of the fearfol “May Week,™
and over thelr graves they will
once more take the oath to fight
untiringly wuntil their ideas bave
conquenid, untll thelr cause has
been completely victorlous.

Why do the proletariat, not only
In France but thronghout the en-
tire world, honor the workers of
the Paris Commune ag thelr fore-
runners?  What was the heritage
of the Commune?

The Commune broke out spons
taneoungly. No one consciously pre-
pared it in an orgpnized way. The
nnzucceszful war with Germany,
privetions during the slege, ubem-
Mayment among the proletariat and
ruln among the petty-bourgeolzie;
the Indlgnatlon of the masses
Agninat e apper classes  and
against the authorities who had
digplaved 1helr complete ineapacity,
mn indefinnble fermentation among
the working class, which was dis-
confented with Hs lot and was
agtrivivg towards o different social
grstem ; the reactionary make-up of
the Natienal Assembly,  which
roused fears as to the fale of the
repulblic—all thia amd many other
things combined to drive the popu-
lation of Parlz te revoelution on
March 15, which wnexpectedly
placed power in fthe hiamnds of the
Aational Guard, in the hands of the
waorklng olnss and  the pedov-hare-

First Time in History

‘Thiz was p3 ovent unprecedented
in history. TUp to that thme pawer
had enstomarily heen in the hands
of landlords and eapiinlists, e, in
the hands of thelr trusted agents
who made up the so-called Govermns-
ment. After the revoluiion of Alarch
18, when the Thlers Government
fled from Paris with its troops, its
paliee and jts officials, the people
remiuined masters of the slitomtion
and power passed Inte the hands
of the proletarint. Bat in modern
goclety, enslaved cconomically by
eaplial, the proletariat eanpm dom-
inate polltically unless it breaks the
chains which fetter it to. eapital,
This is why, the movement of the
Commune inevitably bad fo take on
A Bocialist coloring, le. to begin
giriving for the overthrow of the
power of the bourgeolsle, the power
of capifal, to desivoy the very foun-
datlons of the present social order.

At firet this movement wwas ex-
tremely Indefinite and confused, If
was jolued by patriots who hoped
that fthe Commune wonld renew
the war with the Germans aod
bring it to a suvceessful eonclosion.
It as supported by the small shop-
keepers who were threatened with
ruin unless there was s postpone-
ment of payments on debts and rent

{the Government d4ld not want to
give them such a postpanement bot
the Commune gave it). Finally, it
had, at first, the sympathy of the
bourgesls republicans, who feared
that the reactionary National As-
apmbly {the "“backwoodamen' Ig-
norant landlords) would restore the
monarchy. Bot the chief role in
this movement was of course played
by the workera (capecially the ar-
tlsans of Parls), among whom So-
clallst propaganda had been éner-
getlcally carrled on during the last
venrs of the Second Emplre and
many of whom even belonged 6o
the First Imternational,
For a Better Fulure

Dnly the workers remained loyal
te the Commune ¢o the end The
bourgeols republicans and the petty-
bourgeolsle scon broke away from
it, the former afraid of the revola-
tionary Socialist proletarian char-
acter of the movement, and the
othera deopping out when they saw
that it was doomed fo inevitable
defeat, Only the French proletarist
supperted their Government fear-
lessly amd un!iringly, they alone
foumght and died for 1t, for ihe
camee of the emancipation of the
working elass, for a betler fntore
ar all toblers.

Deserted v thelr allies of res-
ferday and supported by no one,
L= (Commane was doomed (o in-
cvitable defept,  The entive hoor-
peoisic of Fraonoo, oll the landlsrds,
the stockbrokers, the facfory owns
erg, all the great and small roblaers,
nll the expleiters, combined agalnst
it. TI'hiz wourgenis conlition, =sap-
parted by Bizmarek {who rolensed
o Inanedred thotnzand Freneh soldiers
wha had Tween faken prisoncr o

Pput down revelutionary urish, sae-

ceodaie which had joined in with it | copdled in

rouwsing  the backward
penzants and the perty bourgesizie
of the provinces agaivst the prole-
tariat of Parls, and in surrounding
half of Parls with a ring of steel
{ihe other half was held by the
German army).  Inm some of the
larger clties in France (Alnrvsellles,
Lyons, 85t Eilenne, IMjon, ete.}) the
waorkers alse attempted to  selze
power, to proclaim the Commuong,
and come to the help of Taris, bl
these attempts soon failed. Parls,
which had fArst ralsed the flag of
proletarian revolt, was left to Its
nwn resourees and doomed to cer-
tain destruetion,
Conditions Unripe

For the vietory of the sociml rev-] partist
olutlon, at least two condltlons are!

peeessary: o high development of
productive forces and the prepared
nesg of the proletariat. But in 1871
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By MAURICE SPECTOR

« « o« Look at the Parls Commune. , . .
That was the Dictatorship of the Prole-
tariat"—Frederick Engels.

INCE the énd of the Franco-Prussian War, the

proletariat has experieuced great victorles and
great defeats, In widely-separated flelds of parlia-
mentary activity and of clvil war. Bot 20 far from
redocing 1k, our epoch has actually enhanced the
significance of the Parls Commune,

The Paris Commune was the first attempt of the
modern working clasg to selze political power. Like
the great Hussian Revolotlon, the Fremch Commube
arose on the ruina of the military defeat and social
collapee of an Empire. Touls Bonaparte pretended
to rule as an arbiter of conflicting class interests,
to defend the workers from the rapaclons capitalists
and the bourgeolsle from the “exorbitant” demands
of the workers. In realliy, the State was a tool of
fnanele]l buccancers and it hall marks were corriip-
tion and exploitation. “When Bonaparte realized
that he eould no longer alleviate the social eontra-
dictlons, he unleashed chaunvinizsm. But the newly-
unified Germany of Blsmark broke MNapoleon's neck
and the Emplre crashed. On September 4, 1870 the
workers of Parls proclalmed the Repoblic

It soon because manifest that there were two gov-
ernments, o dunl power, The Governmeant of Natlon-
al Defense headed by Thiers was the government of
the propertled classes, Its principal objective became
to dizgarm the Parlslan proletariat, who were the
majority of the Natlonal Guard and who had hero-
feally carrled out the defense of the starving clty
againgt the Pruzslan armies,

Reallzing the national treachery and clnss aims
aof the bonrgeolsie, the workers reslsted. On the
clghteenth of March, 1871 the Ceutral Committes of
the Paris Conmaune proclalmed the “abscluote right
of the proletarinns of Paris amidst the failares and
treasons of the roling elosges to render themselves
masters of thelr own destinies, by seizing the gov-
eromental power.”

The protlamation of the Commune was the nega-
tion of bonrgeols authority and the bourgeois stabe.
All the Labor governmenls sinee the war have not
the slightest sheed of realliy compared to the fact
that the Commune, short-lived though it was reallzed
the necessity of shattering the stale machine of fhe
bourgeolsle as the prerequizite of sockal reconsiTiie-
tion. The Commune was the anticipation of the
Boviet,

If the soclal legislation of fhe Commune secms
to uz wvery modest, It was doe to the theoretical
shortecomings of the leadership and the exigencies of
the military struggle. The city was beleaguered by
the Versatlles troops of Thiers and his virtual allics,
the Prussian junkers. But what the Commune did
was pevertheless significant, The column of Vietory
on the Place Vendome, the symbol of chauvinism,
was demolished. Plans were worked ont to take

i
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over factorles shut down by the manufacturers and
have them run by the workers on & cooperative basls.
The Commune decreed the separation of Church and
gtate and nationallzed church property. Forelgners
were declared eligible for election to the Commone
“the flag of the Commune ia the flag of the world

republic.”

That the Bank of France could escape natjonal-
ization revenls the state of confusion, the lack of &
sclentifie program, and the dire lack of a far-seeing
revolutionary leadership In  the Commune. The
economic ldeas of the Commune were provided by
the Prowdbonlsts, soclaliste and the small craftamen
and peasants as thefr social 1deal, and theoriea of
“gquitable exchange” as their panacea. The result
was that the resources of the bourgeslsle which was
making war on the Commune, were left lntact. The
immaturity of the Commune was further exhibited
in the half measures characterizing the conduct of
armed struoggle agalust Versallles, which was per-
mitted to consolidate its forces and take the offen-
glve. The proletariat paid a bitter toll for its inde-
clslon. After the victory of the possessing classed
came the White Terror and thousands of workerd
were cold-bloodedly butchered at the “Wall of the
Federal” at the Pere Lachalse CemeteTy.

The gtudy of the lessona of the Commune onabled
Marz to work out in more conerate fashion his theory
of the State and it 1s not wrong to say that the
Bolsheviks' inglght ioto the Commune declsively in-
flucneed the struggle for the Soviets In 1817. Com-
mune and Soviet are equally the antithesls of par-

mentarism,

e Lenin considered it the fatal error of the Freoch
goeinlists that they combined the contradictory taska
of patriotlsm and socinlism. “Let the bourgeoiste
bear the responsibility of natlonal humiliation—ly I8

Frederich

The renunciation of the bellef in
A hereditary monarchy and the
programmatie adoption of & demo-
eratic republic are often deemed an
extraordinarily audaclons step. In
reality, bowever, the state is noth-
fng other than an Instrument of
oppression of one class by another;
thizs applics eqoally to a demoecratic
republic and to & monarchy. In the
best case, the State Iz an eévil io
which the proletariat will fall heir
after emerging victorions from the
gtruggle for class domination, Just
ag in the case of the Parls Com-
mune, the proletariat will Inevitably
be compelled to lop off immediate-
ly, in ®o far as that s possible,
the worst aspects of this evi, until
a new generation, growing np lo a
new and a free soclal eyzrem, will
have sufficlent steength to do away
with all this rubbish of all State
institutlons whatsoever,

The German phillstineg has e
cently been struck with wholesome
fear agaln at the words: Dictator-
ghip of the Proletdriat. Well, then,
pentlemen, do you want to know

Hevolution has aften  followed
war In history.
In ordinary times the working

the business of the proletariat to fight for the sotlnl- |

jst liberation of labor from the voke of the bour-
Em?:: Commune was defeated both by objicctive and
gubjective factors. Eunropean eapitolism was on the
eve of n perlod of expnnsion. The workers pf Parls
jacked an understanding of capitallst ccomomics, they
lncked a Marxist program, and above all they lacked
e conception of the disciplined revelutionary party,
that indispensable lever of power. Lest we feel ton
guperior to those workers of 1871, let us remeber
our vast advantages. We live in the epoch of §m-
perinlism, of the world crisis, of all the requisite
conditions for the struggle for secislism. W have
witnessed the debacle of the gerond Interoational,
and have had the tragic experlences of the degener-
ation of the Third International—and our uutlin
Amerlea atill remains the supreme one of building
the powerful revolutlonary party of the working
clnss |

Powards that goal we eghall march forward un-
daunted and the memory of that gallant generation
of proletarlan fghters of 1871 will remain an abld-
ing Inspiration.

————— —

the proletariat, no strong trade an- | lender, the

bloodthiraty dwarf,

The plctore of Its life and death,

fons and co-operative socletles.

But the chief thing which the
Commune lacked was the time to
think ont and undertake the ful-
fillment of its program. It hardly
had time 4o start working, when
the Versallles government, support-
ed by the entire bourgsolsie, opened
military operations against Parls.
The Commune had to think ficst of
all of defense. Right up to the
very end. May 31-28, it bad no time
to think seriously of anything else.

In aspite of such unfaverable con-
Aitlons, In spite of the brevity of
its eglastence, the Commube found
time to carry oul some MCEASOTeS
which suficlently characterize Its
real significance and aims.  The
Commune replaced the standing
army, that blind weapon in the
hands of the rallng classes, by the
prmed people. It proclaimed the
spparation of church from Htate,
abollshed the State support of re-
ligious bodles (le., State salaries
for priests), gave popular education
a purely secnlar character, and in
this way struck a severe blow at
ihe gehdarmes in priestly robes. In
ine pureely soclal sphere the Comne-
woane eould do very tittle, but this
little nevertheless clearly shows its
character as a populur, workers'
Governtent.  Nlght work in baker-
les was fobidden, the system of
fines, this system of legalized rol-
bery of the workers, was abalished.
Finally, the famous decres wos s
sucd nccording to which all fac-
tories, works and workshops which
hwd heen pbamdonod or stopped by
thelr owners, were to e handed
over to associntions of workers in
prder to resnme peoduction,  And,
as if o emphasize its cheracter as
a troly demoeratic proletarion Gov-
ornment, the Commine decresd that
the =alaries of all ranks in the ad-
ministration and  the governinent
shonld not exceed the normal wages
of o worker, and 1n no enge should
exoeed G000 francs per year.

Menace fo Slavery

All these messures showed with
sufficient elearncess thag ‘he Come-
mune was & deadly mensce to ho
o'l world, ronmded on slavery &
exs leitation.  Therefors  bourgens
scfely pould not sleep peacetully
g0 1ng a8 the Red Flag of the pro-
tarint waved over the Paris City
Hall. When at iast the organized
force of the Government had man-

aged to defeat the poorly organized
forees of the revolutlon, the Bonn-
pencrals who had  been
beaten by the CGermaps and who
were  brave only when fghting
thelr defeated  countrymen,  these
French Rennenkampld and dMeller-

nelther of these condltions was)Sakomelskys, organized such @
prezent.  Fremch capliolismm  was | slnughter s Parle  had = never
still only =lightly developed, and | known.,  About 30000 [arisians

France was at that time mainly a
conntry of pettyv-bonrgeoisie (artl-
sang, peasants, shopleepers, ebe, ).
Om the other hand there was oo
workers" party, the working class,
wheh, in the mass was unprepared
and antratned, did not even clearly
visunlize s tAasks and the methods
of fulflling them. There Wwere Do

serious political organizations of

ware killed by the ferocious sol-
dicry, abont 45,000 were arrested
and many of these were afferwards
executed, thousands gere impris
oned gr exiled,  To all, arls lost
about 1000 of itz =ons, incloding
the besi workers of all trades,
The bourgeolsie were satisfed.
*“MNow we have fplshed with Soe
wialism for & long tlme ™

Thiers, after the blood-bath which
e and his generals had arranged
for the proletarint of Paris. Buot
these bourgeols crows <awed o
vitin, Hix years afper the sunpres-
glon of the Commune, wWhen many
of the Aghters were still pining in
prison or In exile, a new workers'
movement roseé In Franoe, A new
Soclalist gemeration, enrlched by
the experience of thelr predecessors
and no whit dlseouraged by thelr
defent, plecked up the flag which
had deopped from the hands of the
fighters of the Commune and bore
it boldly and confidently forward,
with crles of: “Long live the soclal
revolution!  Long lwe the Com-
mune!” And a few years after
that, the hew workers” party and
the agitation ralsed by it through-
ot the esnntry, compelled the ral-
ing classes to releass the Imprisoned
Communards, whe were still in the
hands of the government,

The memory of the MAghters
af the Commupe 18 not only
honared by the workers of
France but by the proletariat of
ihhe whole world, for the Commeomne
did not fight for any local of nar-
row natlonal alm, but for the froe-
ilom of tolling humanity, of nll the
ilowntrodden  and oppressed.  As
the foremost fighter for fhe soclal
revalniion, fhe Commune has won
srmpathy wherever there Is a pro-
Ietariat strugzling and sufferlng.

— _—

WORKERS

Froteet Yourselves Agnlnst the
Hazards of Life. Join the

WORKMENS SICK & DEATH
BENEFIT FUND OF THE US.
1884-1935

Organlzed, managed by and for
workeras with only one purp-ees:
to repder protection ©o members
and thelr families, and to sup-
piart all endesvors and stroggles
for the lmprovement of tollers,

About 5000 membérg ofgan-
Ized in 364 branches Reserves
£R. 400,000,

Death bencfit graded pecord-
ing to age at entry. Blck beneflt
pavments from £225 to $H00—to
men and women, according to
clammen,

Monthly agsacsaments from 45¢
To §210.

Faor further Information apply
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the sight of & workers' government
which selzed the capital of the
world and kept it in e hands for
over two months, the spectacle of
the hercie stroggle of the proleta-
riat and It sufferlng after defeat
—all thizs has raised the spicit of
millions of workers, aroused their
hopes and attracted thelr sympa-
thieg to the side of soclallesm, The
thunder of the cannon in Paris
awakened the most backward strata
of the proletarint from deep slone-
ber, and everywhere gave Impetts
to the growth of revolutionary So-
cialist propaganda. This is why
the causs of the Commune did not
dle. It lives to the present day In
evary oné of usa.

{Rabochaya Gareta, No. 46,

April 28 (15), 191L.)

WPA Election
Football-1936

(Continmed from Page 1)
litteal machine to re.elect the Dra-
gon Killer from Hyde Park. ‘The
dilemma will undoubtedly be solved
by dropping workers who live In
safely Democrntic states, partico-
larly those South of the Mason and
IM=zon Hoe where fhe unemplaped
organizations  are comparatively
weak., In Texas, for example, the
time for the expiration of all pro-
jects has been shortencd from No-
vember 30 to Jume 30, In doubifdl
states such ag Ohio, Pennsylvania
and New York, the percentage fired
will be proportionately much less.

Meanwhile, the whole principle
of relief is belng attacked In terms
that are vielousty Insulting to the
unemployed.  Private employers

are refnsing to hire workers who |

hate ever been rellef clients or who
have been jobless for a consider-
able peried of time.  Thas, the
bozses are able to get at ridiculous-
1¥ cheap priees the young workers
forend out of school into fhe strests.
Imnduziry now has not only an enors
mons granp of workers whom 1t 18
turning out to sfarve. The reserve
of cheap, surplus Inbor i3 also helng
angmented by the actions of those
high-powered official humanitarlans:
Roosevelt and ITopkins

" PAUL LUTTINGER, M.D.
DANIEL LUTTINGEE, M.D.

5 Washington Squars North
1.2 and -8 Fxeept Sundays
and Halldays.

" — ~
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[ WILL IT STOP WAR! WILL IT DEFEAT FASCISM?

SUNDAY, MARCH 29, 8 P. M.

IRVING PLAZA HALL
Irving FPlace and 15th Street
Admission 15e¢
Auspiess: LUMEN CLURB

magses toil from day to day, docile-
Iy performing thelt slave Inbor,
bowing to the great force of habit.
Neither overseers, nor police, neith-
er  Jail-keepers nor executloners
could hold the masses in gubjectlon
ware It not for this habit which
deea faithfnl servies to capitalism.
The war which tortures and de-
stroys the masses is dangerous to
the rolers as well-precisely  be-
cause with a single blow §t tears
the people from their habltual con-
ditlon, awakens with fis thonder
the most backward and dark ele-
ments, and compels them to take
stock of themselves, and to look
froind,
War and Revelotion

Impeling milllons of tollers imto
the flames, the rolers are obliged
to resort to promises and lies im
place of habit. The bourgeolsie
paints up ta war with all those
traits which are dear to the mag-
nanimons soul of the masses: the
war Is for "Liberty”, for “Justice",
for a “Better Ldfe"! Stirrlng the
masses to thelr nethermost dopths,
the war {nvarlably ends by doping
them: It brings them nolhlong ex-
cept new wounds and chalns. For
this reason the tense condition of
the duped masses prodeced by the
war often leads to an explosion
against the rulers: war gives birth
to sevoluthon,

This happencd twelve years ago
during the Russo-Japanese war: it
Immediately © aggravated the dis-
satisfaction of the people and led
to the revolution of 19085,

This happened in Franoe 44
years age. The Fraoco-Prusslan
war of 1870-1571 led to the uprlsing
of the workers and the créatlan of
the Parls Commune

The Communs

The Parlslan workers wers arm-
&d by the bourgeols government and
organlzed into a Natlopel Guard
for 4the defense of the ecapltal
ngninst the German troops. But the
French bourgeoisle stood In greater
fear of Its cwn proletarians than of
the troops of Hohenzollern. After
Parls bad capltulated, the Hepubli-
ran Government attempied to dis-
arm theé workers. Buot the war hod
already awakened in them the spir-
1t of rebelllon. “They did not want
to return to thelr benches the self-
snme workers they had been prior
it thée war. The Parisian proleta-
riens refused to let the weapons
ont of thelr hands. A clash took
place between the armed workers
and the regiments of the Govern-
ment, This oceurred on March 15,
1871, The workers were victorions;
aris was o their hands, and on
AMarch 28 (lhey established, in the
capital, a proletarlan government,
kunown as the Commune. The latier
{did not long maintain itself. After

i i herole resistance, on May 24, the
Vlast defenders of the Commune foll
| before the onslaught of bourgedls
j cohorts. Then ensued weecks and
months of bleody reprisals upon the

{ participants of the proletarian rev-
[lillt“l.lll'h But, despite iis brief exist-
jence, the Commune has remained
jthe greatest cvent fo the history. of
the proletarlan struggle. For the

firat time, on the basis of the ex-

perience of the Parlzlan workeis,

the world proleteriat was able to

see what the prolefarian revolution

is, what are its aims, and swhat

paths it must pursoe,
| The Achlevements of the Commune
 The Commune began by confirm-
{ing the election of all foreigners to
fthe workers' n:-cwlgrnmenl. It pro-
:n‘-]a!mpﬂ that: “The banner of the
{Commune 13 the bhanner of a World
Republic,”

It purzed the state and the school

of religion,, abolished capital pun-

iishiment, polled down the Column
[of Vendome, (the memorlal to chan-
[ vinism), teansferred all dotles and
| pusts to genuine servants of the
f people, setting thelr salary at & Lev-
(el not exceeding a workingman's

il wage.

It began a censes of factorles and
mills, elosed by frightened capital-
{sts, In order to IRitlate produoction
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arxist Teachers on the Coﬂmnne

1 he Tradition of the Communards

Engels

how this dictatorship looks? Then
ook at the Parls Commune. That
was the dictatorship of the pesle-

tariat. (Engels’ Introductiom to
Marx's Clvll War 1o France.)

L ] ] L]
Revolutlon 18 andoubtedly the
most authorltarisn  thing in the
world. TRevolution is an aet in

which one sectlon of the population
imposes its will upon the other by
means of rifles, bayonets and gEuns,
all of which are exceedingly aun-
thoritarian Implements. The vie-
torious party 18 necessarily com-
pelled to maintain ita rule by means
of that fear which its arms inapire
in the reactioparies, If the Paris
Commune had not employed the
anthorlty of the armed people
agpinst the bourgeolsie, would It
have maintained tself more than
twenty-four hourg? And are we
not, on the contrary, justified In re-
proaching the Communeé for having
emploped this authority too lttle?
{Froderich Engels: Usher das Au-

toritastsprinzip.)

Lleon Trotsky:

on 1 social basls. ‘This was the first
gtep towards the socialist organiza-
tion of cocomomie life,

The Commune did not achieve its
propozed mensures: It was ernshed,
The French bourgeoisie, with the
eo-operation of its “national enemy”
Bismarck—whe Immediately be-
came itg class ally—drowned 8
bleod the pprising of its real ene-
my: the working class, The plans
and tasks of the Commune did not
find thelr realization. DBut, instead,
they fomnd their way into the
hearts of the best sons of the pro-
letariat in the entire world, they
became the revolutlonaty coveninis
of our struggle.

And today, on March 18, 1817,
the image of the Commune appears
before s more clearly than ever be-
fare: for, after a great lapse of tlme,
we have once again eotered Into
the epoch of great wevelutlonary
battles. |

The World War

The world war has torn tens of
millione of tollers out of habitnal
conditlons onder which they labor
and vegetate. Up 4o now this has
been the case only in Eoropd, to-
morrow we shall see the same thing
In America as well. Never before
have the working masses been given
guch promises. Never before have
auch ralnbows been painted for
them. MNever have they been =0
flattered as during this war. Never
before have the possessing classes
dared to demand so muoech blood
from the people in the name of de-
fending the le which goes by the
name of “Defense of the Father-
land.” And never before have the
toilers been so duped, betrayed, and
erucified as today.

In trenches filled with bleod and
mud, in starving clties and villages,
millions of hearts are beatlng with
exasperation, degpair and anger.
And these emotions, correlated with
spclalist ideas, are belng transform-
ed Into revolutionary fervor. To-
morrow the flames will burst into
the open in mighty wuprisings of
workers' masses,

The proletariat of Russfa has al-
ready emerged onto the great road
of Revoluiion, and under lts onaet
arg tumbling and crumbling the
fonndations of the most infamous
despotism the world has seen. The
revolutlon In Russin, however, ls
only the precursar of proletarian
uprisings In the whele of Europe
and in the entive world.

emember the Communne !l—we,
Socialists, will say to the insurgent
workers' masses. The bourgeolzle
has armed you agalnst an -ll-:l'.l'.nrnnl
enemy, Hefuse to refurn your wed-
pong, like the Parlsian workKers re-
fused in 1871! Heed the appeal of
KEarl Lisbknmeeht nand iurn these
woanons agaiust your real enemy,
azainst capitalism! Tear the State
nutchinery  from  their  hands!
Tranaform it from fthe nstruoment
of pourgeols eppression intoe an ap-
paratus of proletarign  self-ralel
Today, von are Infinltely more pow-
eriul than were your forefaihers in
the epoch of the Commune. Tumble
all the parasites from their thrones !
Selge the land, the mines and the
factories for your own use. Fra-
ternfty—in labor; equalily in en-
joying the frufts of labor!

The banner of the Commune is
the banner of the "World Republie
of Labor!

(Tha above article was writtep
in America and apppearsd in Novy
Mir, New York, March 17, 1917.)
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