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The Spanish KFlections
And the People’s Front

{i"eople’s Kromt Acts as HBrake onf
Upward Movement of Masses

By MA.I SHACHTMAN

A slogular unanimity marks the
reception  accorded the electlon
victory of the People’s Front by
labar paperz which are otherwisze
antagonistic te each other's views,
The Jewish Daily Forward and the
equally eclogenarlan MNew Leader
¥ie with the editors of the Dally
Waorker In saluting the victory with
an Intoxicated enthuslasms which
they do not allow a single critical
comment to mAaT.

That the cutcome of the elections
reveals a distinetly gratifylog ad-
vanee by the Hpanlsh working ¢lass
is, of course, heyond debate. Omne
must search far and wide In the
modern history of the working class
of the world to find a parallel to
the amazing recuperative powers of
the Spanteh proletariat. What
nefther the social democratic nor
the Stalinist press have obliged us
with, however, s an explanation for
the contrast between the resurgence
of the formerly defeated Spanish
working class and the continned
paralysis of, let us say, the alss de-
feated German worklng class. Un-
leaa one is to ascribe the causes of
the startling conirast [0 S6mMe mys
terlons national superiority of Span-
ish proletarian physiology or intel-
lect over the German, the difference
must b sought for In anoither do-
mafn. Neither soclal democrats nor
Btalinistis are partlculary anzious
to probe for an intelligible answer
to the guestlon for the simple Teason
that it would fly in the face of
their rerpective political philoso-
phiea

The Great Valoe of Sirnggle

Boith your regular social democ-
rat and your official Stalinist placed
ihe seal of approbation on the fail-
ure of the German labor parties—
B8P apd C.P.—to lead the prolet-
ariat in direct strogele against the
Fascist bandits before they came to
power in 1933, At the same fime,
they “deplored”™ the armed straggle
of the Spanigh workers agninst the
advancing reaction in October 1034
and more thon hinted that it had
al] the jntolerable aspects of a futile
putsch. How nany fimes did they
both say—often in =0 many words:
It wonlid have avalled the German
proletarinl nothing  te struggle
against fnsnperable odds; and the
Apanizh defear in 19584 showed how
frafiles: was swch neediess biood-
shid as wonld have been Invalved
by a simllar attempt In Germany.

Yet, the lesmon of the =aunish
Iabor revival in wol only onambig-
wong, but it sapeaks out conclusively
agninst these present-day plaglarists
of Plekhanoy whose solitary con-
tribatlon te the summary of the
1005 revoalution in Russia was the
farment That “{hey shoud not have

taken up dArms”.  The difference
between  Germany  and Spain lles
estontially  In this: The German

working class was defested without
a atroggle. The Faseist thugs found
that they eonld come Lo power with-
oul epcouniering any resisiance [ron
the proletariat. The ling class
wis therefore able to say (o itself:
If 1 could bring this gang of semi-
armed  mercendariea  to power o
the purpose of crushing every vest-
bge of labor ovganization, without
labor even attempling to fight them
off, how meach lezs hinve 1 to fear
fram the workers now that the Fas-
vist mamelokes are eguipped with
the complete arsenal of state power?
I can therefure be more areogant
amd bBratal: 1 can thereforg  have
greater self-confldence. The working
class vonlil only say qo itself
fread: If my paviles, my

edl with lirtle more than kKnives,
v =hnldl 1T bee able to (ght them
noy that they are armed scilth the
whole repres=ive wmachinery of the
state?  Amd T oy leaders  sbood
peetedfieel i Elwcir 1rneks wlhen ey
“till had fhe wost “legal” peossinili-
Piee af Tighting thee Foscists, before
we owere  dispersed o] driven
wprlergronm] o wwler the voke of
[Helor, whit renson lve [ e he-
Bevie tlaag they will be awyihing bot
l=e =FlecbEve meew, wlven [HEtler ling

v neclipe-gui= for overy dng el | e,

liee Bengl voesperchny ¥

mnny. fhae worker limvee liss oole

ing class and an idea that a mea-
gure of prudence was peeded; the
workers emerged from the battle
with a high spirit of self-assurance
and confldence In thelr ability fo
retrieve thelr losses in the very next
hattle,

Essentinlly, this is the explanation
for the remarkable showing made
by the Spanish workers In their
epeedy comeback, At the same time
it is o pitiless indictment of the
cowatdly eapltulation of the Second
and Third Internationals In Ger-
many in 1933, of thelr effrontery in
attributing to the worklng class
their own despleable cowardice.
(“We would bave liked to fight,
but the masses were not ready.”)
If the reader draws from the
above conclusion that the Hpanish
masses did and do have the kind of
legdership that offers an additlonal
aasurance of the final wictory, be
will have misread the sltuation bad-
ly. After bhaving remajined flrmly
aslecp at the switch and deprecat-
ing the revelation of 1831 as o mere
mothing, the =talinists ended up, in
October 1034, by grodgingly enter-
ing the unlted feout of the working
clanzs organizgations against which
they had invelghed up to the last
minute., As for the socialisi lead-
ership, It kept the Spanish workiug
clagg in leash for as long as it
could, tyving it as firmly as possible
fo the “democratie” capitallst re-
public, demoralizing it month in
and mouth owt by the practize of
conlitions with the bourgeodsie, and
"prganizing” the October Insurtee
thon for the grand purpose of “fore
ing" the capitalists to restore the
auciallets 4o thelr inglortons position
of captives in the government of

it 1!

lenders) |
wals nal sible g0 W0 o FliaEer ngﬂhwt: Tarty.
the Faxci=i tra=h when it was arm- | won preogrem”™

the “republic of the working class
es'

FPeople's Front—A Llghtning Hod

Thin, aa if this record were nof
zuttichently igmoble, they—both  so-
cialisis and Stallnists—capped it by
performing {he -function -of -light
ning rods, grounding iote the haro-
less soll of “democratic” capitalism
the increasingly menacing Auashes
of working class resurgence which
ha= een rising for months ke o
black clondbank that might inumn-
date the rule of the bourgeolsie in
Spain for all time This Dot very
lmudable function was performed
through the mechanism of the
Epanish People's Front, To pass un
eriflenlly over the pempong phrage-
alogy of the People's Frontl in Spaln
wodld be just ns criminal as it was
to beat the drums for these other
“wictories"” which were guloed In
Germany by the “Iron Front™ in its
time—and would lead te just &=
complete a calamity for the Epan-

ish working eluss and wany other
that would emolote it, as it did Tor
the German prolefariat a couple of
YEATE A0,

The fifst guestion that arlses in
conneciion  with (he S paniszh
Peaple’s Front is: s it correct for
the workers to seck nmd arcive at
an agrecment with a bonrgeois dem-
acralic  party  im the  stragele
agatmst bonrgeais réaction, even an
agreement oun the parliamentary
field ¥ Absolutely corvect! Buat only
under certain conditions and in cer-
tain ways, The principal conddition,

capecinlly §n wlectlons, §s fhat the
junrry af  thi proletaviat  which
makes  Lhe agreement  with  the

bonrgeois emoerates, reining, abhao.

Tivtedys, it= peoditical ond  ecganiza-
tional independence. It may ot
merrge:  irself  inte the hourgeoels

It may not write a “wome
with the bhourgeois
ek, lo fhis or tlat disirlet, the
proletarvian poarty, may vole for the
camlidate of cthe bonrgeols pariy,
in exchange for similar veoes Dor

Bt i gther cdi=stehds
Bt oam phniform—and ii musi have
vl of 108 ewn-—it  mwest  alweiys |

preint ouk why lt has a progeom af
lts own, why i speaks from its bwn
Maiferiay, why it has arrived i 2
{emporary agrecment with a bour-
genkx puriy, why the agreement s
anly temparary gl oanned be per-

il why flae  pralelaeian

Pelass aanall 0= paety cop never write
T oetlier wpord=, just s rhq__'." Lo conmmon progrnm ol the bowur-
were ol led bito <iragele in (Ger- Eeols elass awd its Mty o hllil'lfllh.ﬂf

Otlierwise the workers' parly Toses

fndetacs B thetmselves mial, coptravis | 182 reasen for indey endent existence ;

Wi,

the bosreeni=ie has far ereats |10 b wipsd ant the irreconcilable

o sl f-ssnranee, fivmmess, solidity, | #truggle of the classes,

Reasons for Resurgenes

In =puin, owever, jnst Loy L sage
the wokers Toughi. theeit moau] spad
Tl correspondivg meem] of 1le Bogr-
geoj=ic, are different, The workers
think: Yes, we were defented in one
battle, but we slowed the Fasclsts
that we can amd will fight, even
mabckeEr s milverse ol renmsinnees, Wi
have proved o ourselves that  §f
only  we orguniwse ourselves Bether
in this, that and the ather reapect,
we  porsedg an invineible  power, |
The bourgeoi=ie thinkz: We are not
plaxing with a toothiless old hound
here, whom we can kick aronnd con-
tempduonsly, This working clazs s
A liem which showed his teeth and
claws and Inflicted  sonme  serfous
wounds npon uwA. And even if his
leap was not well prepared and his
retreal not so well ardered, we did
ool ferminate the fAght by skinning
his hide. Im other words, in Spalo

fha hanreeoizie emerzed from (he
Uil wh I pesue 0 for e woras

restlve oo

What was |||4_=:|:1'!|I5§ﬁ'|:|].1' Erimiil
aip the part of (he Bocinlist pacty,
ths Caoppmunis=t party and the doas.
rin-Xin party of “Marxian Unifics-
thot1™ wam ot only that they wrole
a Ceommaon program” whith the dis-
erediited  bourgeols partles—which
wiz had cnongh—and that thereby,
pulitieally speaking, they appeared
Before the masses in one party with
the baurgeolsie, hut that this “coom.
wion program’ was  dictated and
written By the bourgeoisle, and that
in every other respect the joint
party—under the pseudonym of the
"Ieople’s  Fromt"—was  dominated
by the bourgecixie. In other words
if the class criterion which Lenin
fovedl a0 mmeh  $o0  apply="Whn?
Whom *'—iz employed in this case
the result is clearly this:

Bourgeolsle Discredited

The “republican” bourgeoiske was
&0 badly discredited in the eves of
the masses that it required a pro-
voripe,  Tw fhy “smfied

fromt”, it was not “used” by the
workers" partles—but the workers'
parties wsed by it. It was not tak-
en in tow by the soclallats and com-
munizste—lt dragged the latler in
ita wake. The payment which it
made (the ambpesty of the thirty
thouwsand which leaves unaffected
all those labor Aghters who were
imprisoned prior fo the Insufree-
tion) wae extorted from it by the
overwhelming pressure of the mass-
es who were storming the peniten-
tiaries themselves. The payment
which the workers made ({restora-
tion of bourgeois demotratic power,
new eredit to the discredited “re-
publican™ parties of Azana and Mar-
tinez Barrios, ete.) were volontarily,
unnesessarilly amd  unwarrantedly
given to the bourgeclsie a5 a glife
by the labor leaders,

It 2 not so much the workers
who needed the support of the bour.
geols polithclans, ag the bourgeois
politicians who urgently reguined
the support and protection of the
workers, ‘They received the latter
in the form of the complete subor-
dinution of the labor partiecs to the
bourgesis patties in the “People's
Front™.

Program of People's Front

Take the guoestion of the pro-
gram, for example, Even assuining
for the moment the admizsibility of
writlng &8 common program  wlth
a bonrgeols party—which we reject
in principle—it ls worth while ex-
amining the ";'u-m.-,l'un:" thit Was
finnlly adopled. Inm the Joonoary 16,
1536 fgsue of the Comintern publi-
cition, Rundschen, of Basle, we
rend that “in  the minimom pre-
gram of the Communist party for
thiz electoral bloe stand the follow-
ing demands: Amnesty for all the
H0000 politheal prisoners  and  for
fhe more than 100 revolutioomry
fightera who are condemned to
dewth ; abolition of the reactionary
lowa, vecstablishment of the rights
af democratic liberfies: opational
constitution for Catalobls : conflss- |
thom of the laopded property of fhe
ariglocracy, the monarchists and
all enemles of the people: dissolu-
tlon of the Faselst and monarchist
organlzations, purging the army of
Fascizts; rehiving of all the work-
ers dlscharged from factories after
Ovtober 18347

Thus the minimum program of
the .. for the People’z Front on
Janary 16, Miserable enough, it
will be sabd, and rightly =4, But
even this, which the Stalinizts an-
wonneed with smeh apparent intrans
sigeanee a8 thelr rock-bhotiom, De-
low which they would not move, =
not to b found in the progrom of
the blog after it waz formed—that
iz, with the exceptlon of the propo-
gl of amnesty for political prison-
ers uid the promise to rehive work-
ers discharged afer October 1934,
Rut in place of the “minimoem” de-
nurnida which the bourgeols allies
(read : boss=es) refused to Inelude,
the [atter Ingerted a mumber of
plitmks nunderneath which the three
labor parvties  shamelessly signed
their names. The People's Front
progiai whish makes {he French
Megple's Front platform  and  even
President Roosevelt's program look
Tike substantinl Left wing  doen-
mints, I5 summed up by the very
s undschan of a week  later
(January 2%, 1088), as follows:
“suppert of amall indmtn and
anpall comvmerce, . . In lhe field of
fimnnebnl veform the most importan
i the proposal o work for the
‘Mank of Hpain' =20 vevising s aci-
ivity that it way falAll in reality
ft= dask, the regulation of credit,
"nfortnnately, thie Iepublicans

Bt fromm | deiemided flee nationalizntion of a0l

eonbi bl just dechide {1y to ascept 1l
b fae-regclilog proposal  which

I:|._|||H'¢. [ the dAeld of improving the
o of the workers it §s promised
2 The rearganization of the

forced in the countiry (alse on &
parliamentary  scale)
atrengthened absolutely and rela-
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have been

tively by the fact that women hawve
the wote and that, this time, many
anarchist and syndicalist workera
decided to cast ballots. In face of
these imddisputable facts, the bour
geols wing of the Froot was given
the declsive predominance in the di
vision of candidaciés. With Oata-
lonie having a lst of its own, the
divislon stoosd as follows: the Re-
publican Left partles in the bloe
were granted 170 candidates and
i labor candliduetes only 143 (127
gocialists, 14 communists and 2 syn-
dicaliste). Elected were more tham
120 members of the bourgeols par-
tle and some 100 members of the
labor parties,

To what relationship of forces in
the country does sech a division,
which patemtly gives the boorgeoi-
sle the apper hand, corres O
absolutely mnone! It corresponds
only to the contemptible attitude of
grovelllng before thelr bourgeois
allies—in whom they have more
confidence thap they bave in  the
forces of the proletariat—which ie
ghared equally by the socialist and
Bialinist lendership. The Maurin-
Min party which signed the People's
Front program and supported it io
the election, is nevertheless obliged
to acknowledge o the post-election
nuwmber of ita perfodical, I.a Batal-
In (Feb. 21 1838): “Catalonin a-
part, it ja certain that, in the rest
of the counmiry the republican move-
ment, ag & force, Is a veritable fie-
tion, ag §t proved fo be la the elec-
tions of IMWER" This verftable i
tion was glven the leadership, ihe
majority and the programounic
control of the People's Front by
Caballero, Uribe, AManrin and Nin.

Treacherous Stalindsm

Aml even  thongh the masses,
gombe deliberately, some instlnctve-
Iy ave Hghting to break away feem
the lending strings of Azana  and
Co,, of the astute demagognes of
the bourgesis partleg—even though
the masses are groping, in element-
ary ways, lowards elass independ-
ence, and showing that by them-
selves they are infinitely more posw-
erful and effective than they are
when held under the bourgeols
voke, the labor leaders sook to fast-
en it only” the more firmly around
thelr throats, Typical and charae-
teristic 18 the Madrld dispateh to
the Daily Worker of Feb. 25, 1034,
that is, after the elections and the
stormy movements of the masses:
"Withont consulting the Azana
forces (Oh Helnous erime!) many
Left local governments nre ackive
in  Asturias provioee and other
parts. A stupldly premature (oot
only préemature, bat stupdd to boot 1)
attempt I8 being made te divide
Acann from the Left aliles, the
soclalists and the communists” A
more truly classie picture of soclal
democratic treachery of the Scheld-
emann-Wels type could hardly be
furvished thanm what is reflected in
the fwo sentences quoled!

Iz it surprising therefore that in
addition fo the hyeterieal prajses
anng to the Spani<h ‘People's Front™
by the Stalinists, the Right wing
of the socle]l demecracy should also
give it the accolode of approval?
Everything the Stalinists stand for
iz contained in the comment on the
“vietory" contained In fhe February
0, 1936 issue of (he Jewlzh Daily
Forward, wrltten by ifts foreign o3
pert, Th. Shnb, & Liclogieal Menahe-
vik: “The present victory over the
réaciion waz muoade possible thanks
po the fact that all the progressive
parijes and groaps united in a
democralic Peapla’s  Front  which
put forward o joint Hst of candi-
dates in most of the districts of the
country, Intg the People’'s Front
eatered the soclallsts, the syodieal-
{xt=, 4he radical bourgeols repmblic-
ang and alse the communlgta, wha
gave up thelr own communist e

labor courts and the establishment
af tleeir independence.™ (Nob only
are le elass eollaboratlonist “la- ]
oy eonirtg” o e Creorganized™ ot )
i il peaelente = frone whom
ardl whigd Y—ix b he established )
We forbear from gqneding  Derthaer,
The progiam iz simply inferioe fa
e sverage petty banvgeals radioal
clociion  plitfronms.  Campared  with
it. the mverege Germman 2eckl doimae-
crnthe pearty platform, even of e

peringd of the “lropn Fropt™ and
kvl Hindenburge, is a signi-
fiennl sovin] doeoment, In 2o far

thereiore, a% tlwe program of (e
“Peaples Front™ 1= eoncerned, the
qeestior of ““Whoe? Whom™ i= ane
awered : The bourgeolaie wrote H;
the proletariac mecepted it More
accurateiy, the treacherons leador-
ship fovesd it oon the proleinriat,

Relationship of Forces

On the distribution of candidates,
the eomplete subordinetion of the
prolefarian wing of the Front o iis
bonrgenis wing 1s also clearly evi-
denery], Hear in mind, first, that in
the 1931 elections, following the
revoalution, the =socinlists were e-
tnried n3 fhe largest party o the
Cortes, Maost of the “Repablicans”
got im by the skKin of their teeth.
Since that time, the “"Republican
Left™ parties hn’e been consider-
ably weakensed and even more dis-
eredited among the masses. Bince
that time, also, the commuonist par-
tr hag srown and fhe preletarinm

pram o faver «f the moederate
{Hear ! Tlear !y demectalle program
fof the People's Froat, . JWhat the
 Epanish sooeializts Bl et guecesd
In attaining by meass of a general
strike and & bleody armed upreising
sixtesn months agn, vhich cost hun-
dreds of human lives has now boen
attalned  in A pesnecful  way by
msnes aof  the uw<uzgl methods of
ilme-raey.”

Shuh rolls off thes formalac with
eaqr. becanse e hos been repeatinge
them for vears, Tle hailed the
victary of the social Jdemocrata in
vlecting Hindenborg to the German
présidency  in exacily  ithe  same
torms and spirli. Tn essence, it was
Jjust the same kind of vietory, toeo,

That he ean now inclade the Stalin-

ist= in his commeniz that he now
agrees line by llpe with thelr eval-
natioens, I3 no =ign #t all that he
har moved cloger to Marxism. It
wnly means that the Stallnists have
movid all the way to Hhob,  On
these gronnds, he has every right
to felleitate hims=elf, The Spanish
workers have not .

SUPPORT THE ELEVATOR
OPERATORS 1IN THEIR FIGHT
FOR HIGHEE WAGES AND

BEETTER CONDITIONS

READ THE NEW MILITANT

class discipline muost be enforced.”

formed per gang per day. In the

average hours work.

not & bhelluva lot.

Sharecroppers
Take Vote on
General Strike

By H. L. MITCHELL

Executive Sec'y, Southern Tenant
Farmers TUnfon

MEMPHIS, Tenn—Members of
the Bouthern ‘Tenant Farmers'
Unlon in an eifort to briog some
meagare of justlee to the workers
on the cotton plantations of Norih-
eastern Arkansas are oow takiog a
vote on a proposal to call every
one out on strike throughout the
entlre area.

New evictions of union members
are réported daily. Most of them are
mpde without any sort of settlement
of wages due the workers, Govern-
ment payments or subsldles are also
refuged. Planters offer Yellow Dog
ontracts in an attempd to force
sharecroppers and fenantz, as well
as day laborers, (o aceepl woree
conditiong than ever before—with
the p.l'Ml.!Hll}:l:l that each worker ng-
cepting shall glve np uoion member-
ship.

BEfforis by Interested people such
a3 Brooks Hays, Hesetilement Ad-
minigtralor of Washington, and
cltizens of Arknusas to act as med-
lators in the intolerable situation
now exlsting have been ripulsed by
plantatlon owners. ‘They refuse to
deal with the Southerm “Tenant
Farmers' Unlom, and threaten wide-
spread violence, Reporis from re-
liable sources, nnlon and nof-uniomn,
indicats that bands of ounilaws are
ring formed o wipe out the Unlom,
Continual thrests o stage another
“Elalme Mazsacre™ (mnassacre of
Negros, Kinlne, Arkanzas, 1034.)

This time they plan murder of whit:-
a8 well a8 Mock Union men,

The Unilon has offered to mest o
comgmittes of responsible plantation
owners and atfempt (o g'll‘l: a setile
ment of the controversy which can-
nod go on forever. We are ready at
any thme to negotiate a fole and jost
coinfract. Ouor demands are as fol-
lowa: Just and adequate settlement
at end of season, legal rates of In-
terest on advances made sharecrop-
perz and tenante, wages of 5100
per 10 howr day with 15 vents per
hour overtime for ol work dome by
day laborers, and a written guaran-
tee binding owners not to interfere
with Union organization or to dis-
criminate against Unlon members.

Mass Evietions “Continue

The mass evicltlonm of Lolon
fomilies continuea from many plas-
tations with no let wp le sight. Men,
warmen and children are =et adeifn
ey the highwave,  When they Tind
a place of refage in fents (supplied
By the TUndom), chorches, owned by
them=selves, In homes of other Undon
membera  they ave  hounded by
ihreats and warnings, many of thew
saring, “lenve (e state or Be voeh-
o] Trynnapite wns recently plooed
in the tenl colouy near Parckin, &
fiw dlaya Inder o mnb led by the
Connty Sherlff served notlee on the
omeless people gathered (heve e
lenve within 48 houwra, The gover-
por of the State of Arvkanzag, T,
Marion Futrell, mmide o e called™
fnvestigation and withh o bucket of
whitkte wash exonerated his {riemds
ihe planters,

Ielief  from  all  governmental
wriiiveed g eifectively blocked. Stat:-
reliod miminiztrators at Little Rock,
Arkansas, of the varions agencles
st wp te provide for people, flatly
refuse to carry out orders from
Washington., The econtral of the
pluptation interests extends to (he
very doors of the capifol. Planters
aod Peace Officers have sent guard-
ed thrents that they are prepared
to prevent the Union relief commit-
tee  from digtributing food and
clotlling contributed by aympathiz-
er<  and  supporters of the share.
CROPLTE CANSE,

Help iz nesded. Potest those con-
ditions to the President of the
T'nited States, Ask your senalors
and coagressmen to demand a con-
gresglonal investigation. All eon-
tribation: should e zent to Box
G215, Memphis, Tenn,

READ THE NEW MILITANT
SUBSCRIBE TO NEW MILITANT

O ennmoured have the smaller American editions

of Stalin become, that Stakhanoviem has been in-
troduced, or rather an attempt at istroduection to the
longshoremen, in S8an Francises, has been made,

The C.P'. Waterfront Worker of February 3, 1990
(p B) containg the following cholce morsel intended,
ng doubt, to warm the eeckles of the hearts of all
stevedores—"Laxness mist be ellminated, working-

“Today, we face a new problem—a problem if oot
met sgquarely and hooestly will wreck the organiza-
tiom we saerifioed 0 much for and fought so hard
to buoild. That problem s the amoont of work per-

3 or 40 tons per gang per hour was consldered am
Today, 30 or 40 tons iz com-
gidered & good 4 hours work. Everyone will admit
4) tons is too damned much cargoe to move in one
bour, but at the same time 40 tons for 4 hours is
After all; we still live In & cap-
italist sochedy, muuﬂpmnuuﬂﬂlm the ships and

aré belng made by the planters, |

“Speed Up or the ScabsWill Take Y our
Jobs--"’Straw Boss? No,W est Coast(.P.

Blus Book days,

he must take profik; il he cannod, be will refose to
operate, Or ¥ operating costs beoome too high, whea
it would prove chaaper for hlm to use seabs and lock
out ihe Unlon men, that 13 exactly what he will do”
{My emphasis, B. M.}

Let the shipowners tremble at the roar of this
milltant blast from the Stalinlsts!—"Tee the mark,
boys, or we'll anger the bosses™
live in a capitalistic soclety"™—
a8 bad as B might be"—ete

We have no doubt the longshoremen will give thess
capitaliet lnckkeys the answer they so richly deserve.
These workers who saw thelr striking comrades shot
by the bosses’ thugs, will turn to these Stakhanovite
henchmen of Ilearst, Plant and Glatninl and say.
“Yop can fawn upon the ship-owners—but for us
unlon conditions were won by strike action, not by
clasg-collaboration with finks and bossea. We Intend
to stand our ground, and fighkt for unlon conditions
won at the cost of working-class lives. Working
¢lass dlmlb]in&-—he:ll!

“Alter all, we still
“the apeed-up =o't

You mean the speed-up!"

St. Louis Retail Clerks
Ask Aid in Strike

{Continned from Page 1)
ally and in spreading the boyeott
of Eroger stores since very early
in the sirike bhave been the Pro-
ressive Miners of America apd the
United Mine Workers of America
{Distriet 12). Both of these grgan-
#ations have placed Kroger on thelr
“wiz don't patronize™ stz and all
of their locals in the state of Tllinois
have posied notlees to this effect.
In some cagses locals of these unlons
have placed a fine of $25.00 on any
member of their organization eavght
ilealing with Kroger, Mony ofber
unjons here are helping financially
and by having thelr members refuse
ie buy Kroger goods,
Issue Sirike Buolletin

To answer the Hes and elandop
ihat the Kroger company s putting
ant aver the radio, In the news-
papers nud throogh thele other paid
ot hipleces, the union has gotten
ot a sirike bulletin in which they
tell their side of the story. In the
Febroary 28th f=soe of this strike
bulletin we read that after almost
fowr months of hunger, hardships,
and privation the union is standing
peat on itz original demands, and
furthermore fhat t(heir ronks are
holding firm and not a man has
dezerted.

The wnion with only 146, men is
flghtivg & gigentic chaln grocery
atore which has thousands of stores
all over the country. In order to
make this fight effective they musi
bit Rroger in the heart, Le, the
pecketbook, This eon be done only
by acrguainting the people and par-
thenlary the wnion men and women
wha normally trade with thiz labor
hating corporation that EKroger is
|l||1!'|||r fia n:rpanim-ﬂ labor s that
[ My ean buy thelr grocerles else-
where,  Any Individoal or organ-
Pt joan desiving to help the progress
of thi= strike can do so by placing
o pieket in front of the Kroger
store in thelr community, by bhaving
thelr orgauization pnt Kroger on
the “we don’t patronize list,” or by
sending o denation te Oscar T
Wiles, Secretary, Warehouse Work-
ers Unisn. No. 847, #MHE Folsem
Avenne, Sr, Lonls, Missourl, | Note:
ir xou con picket nf Kroger store in
ponr commnnity write to this or-
gubization and picket signg will e
seit by weturn madl, )

Arrest 14 in NY
WPA Protest

Fourtern  workers, wembers of
The Workers Alllamce of Americs,
were arredted at the Port Author-
ity Building, Thursday, March Gtl,
while demanding 1he Asst. W.P.A.
Administrator, Mr, Ring, see them
regarding thele reinstatement on
W.INA. jobs from which they were
arblirarily  (ismissed. For the
secoid time Ring broke his engage-
ment with the workerz. In the
neeant e, ilese workers, who hav.s
‘amilies to feed, were givem the
famous  “runaround” by the clty
authiorities and the W.P.A, oficlals.

While shonting such demands ;=2
See our Commltfec—COive s Johs

il Feed  our Famllics, gnards
afderd the workerg o leave the
buililing.  The orvder was ignored
and the shoeoting continned.  The
group was placed onder arrest.

Iting arrived, promising an appoint-
ment wilh his asslstant, This was |
rejected aml oan appolntment was
wrung out of Ring.

As the workers proceeded pence-
fully to leave the bullding the guard-
attacked them brubally, Office
workers on the flaor, numbering
about three thousand, who lhad wit-
nessed the whole affale and had. ex-
pressed  themselvea in sympathy
with the workera demands, jumped
in at fhis moment fo protect them

feam 4he brofal assault of the
gnards. About five thowsanid
people  emplovedl in the Port of

Authorlty Building gathered onf-
glile to see the workers taken nway
by the police,

Amaong these arrested were Henry
Ronike, M. Flelschmann, Harey
Winthrop, Harry Shepard, M. Lieb.
owitz and others,

Thiz la the “Security” promised
o the workers by Roosevelt and
carried out by his office boy Vietor
Ridder. Workers are now belng

Iald off by the thoussnds,

Emanda Pres.

Act on Cal.
WPA Layofis

BEEREBNLEY, Calif., Feb, 27—
Faeedl with maes dismissalsa on
WPA projects delegations of the
Irofessional Workersa TUnlom sent
representatives to the oty managers
of Berkeley, Oakland and the Board
of Supervisors of Alameds County
and forced the officlals to allow the
use of the long distapce phone. to
one of its representatives, Ceorge
Grayden, who deplcted ibe local
gitnaticn and preseated the unlon
demands to Pres. Roosevelt.

The union is seeking afiliation
to the Gov't Employess organlea-
tion of the AF. of L. and has the
gupport of the Central Labor Coun-
eil of Alameds County in this re-
quest. It 18 also planning a mass
mecting on the WPA sitoation In
the latter part of March.

The text of Grayden's speech fol-
lowa:

Mr, Presldent:

I am a spokesman for & commit-
tee of the Unlen of Professional
Workers of the East Bay, apeaking
from the Alameds County Courk
House, California,

The thousands of us now working
on WPA projects are concerned
about the large number of men and
women who are facing discharge
within o few weeks,

Those of n8 working on the Na-
ttonal Guide, a Federal Projoct are
reaching @ stale of panje as March
tenth appromeches when 66 per cent
of the Personnel are to be dis-
charged,

New projects are not bedng set up
papidly enough to take care of
these now working on WPA pro-
jects and moat serlous of all is the
situntion of the rapldly increasing
nnemployed who are forced to ask
for relief and by your roling denled
opportunlty of assignment {0 WPA

projects.

We submit that the relief allow-
ance in Callfornia is inadeqoate to
malntain a family above a slow
starvation level, with the ;pi.:'m&ﬂt
of rent, serviee bills and medical
4l T he-y-nnﬂ the slim dole allowed.

We ask that you assure us of
continuous employment at wages
sufficient o malotaln our families
ot o basis of health and deceney,

We gnbmit that as Amerlcan cit-
jzenz, im  thls marvelousiy rich
country, that we are entitled to an
abnndance that we are anxiows and
willing to produce,

We demand that the Federal gov-
erament provide work for all the
winemployed and at anee:

That the mengre allowance glven
the wnemploved §n Californfa  be
ellmingted In favor of work at de-
cent wnpges.

My President, we are determined
tor eanl the misery we see abong us,
This sufering that is sending our
friemds amd weighbors to the insons:
liospitale, to the taking of their own
vz, condemning onre  children 1o
illene=a aml forcing many 1o lives
l;'lf 1'1'i|:|E'.

We demain] security of employ-
ment, The withdrawal of your or-
der discharging the thonsgmd wark-
er« from WPA in California, each

Falloweing thiz, a messenger from |

montb, and we demand the fmme-
diate =etting up of new peojects to
ecare for all these to be released
Alareh 10 or thereabouts and e
Jirmmeslinde setting up of a program
that will provide employment [or
all the unemployed.

F. D. Si‘larpen!
Relief-cut Axe

{Continued from Page 1)
ferno of famine.
Beyond the Immediate parapective

| of struggle, thers lHes also the nec-

exgity of revolt. Every worker o
this country has felt accutely the
distinet contradictlon between mod-
ern property relations and human
relations. As workers, we do not
have the time to bulld Farmer-La-
bor partles In order to alect refor-
mist dog-catchers and congTeasmen.
The chodoe doring the next few
yeara la not between reform aod
reaction. The cholee llea becreeD
revolution end starvation!

N



