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Ree’hatag Fire Defendants

THE CASE OF POPOV--1ANEV

New Light Shed on Comintern “Helmsman”

Persecuted

On the setond aonlversary of the
Lelpzig trial, which was forced to
exonerate the communists accused
of the Relchstag five, the Comintern
press of the entive world is pub-
lishing memolrs dedicated to “the
Eercic Dimitrov” Dimirovs
achievements before the fascist
conrt Wil not be dlaputed by any-
one—not even by us, his political
opponents,. Had the Comiotern
press restricted itself to recalling,
on this second aoboiversary, the
couragdous defense put up by Dilm-
Itrov, 1t wonld remain within the
framework of a revolutfonary task.
And it would be shabby of us (o po-
lemlze with it oo this occasion.

Unfortunately, however, there is
more than mere memolrs Involved
In this case. The Comiotern itself
links these up to something entire-
Iy different, to which i atirlbutes
the very grealest slgnificance, This
other something is—a confesalon of
érror on the part of Popov and
Tanevy and & resolution of the Cen-
tral Committes of the Communlat
party of Buolgaria regardiog this
confesglon of error. Quite the or-
dinary thing, one might object, and
A3 old as the Btalln regime itself.
Mozt assuredly. Buot Eolaréev—whao
wtands at the present Ume lo the
good graces of the Comiotern be-
aauge he s alleged to have bed, to-
gether with Dimittov the Bulgarian
September uprlsing—thinks difer-
ently, Io the Iaat lssue of the Com-
munist International be writes,
“The two decuments pablished
herewith are of extraordinary in-
ternational Interest: not only be
cause they deal with the Ledpsig
trial and the role of the comrades
involved in K, but also becaunse the
gquestions dealt with are of fremen-
dous Importancs for our stroggle
agalost fasciem in general and
against German Tascism 1o particu-
lar."™

What Is Thelr Crime?

In short, we are concerned here
with something of cxtraordinary
international ioterest, of tremen-
dous importance, Modest question:
Can the confession of Popov and
Taney really acqulre such import-
ante? Not at all. Popov and Tanev
mérely defend and explaln their po-
gltion befors the court. They con-
demn Torgler and pralse THmitrov
because he executed his Bolshevik
line calmly and counragesusly. Be-
sides that they do mot say anything
that <ould Io the slightest soll
theimn. Yot despdte the editing of
the top boreaucrats, Popov's and
Tanev's declaration betrays an umn-
hroken pride. Buch charmcteristics
are not very pleasing to the bur-
eaucrats.  Confessions of guilt
which do not drag those condemned
to them 18 the diust and the mod,
have o low matlng with those gen-
tlemen, Whoever risks such a
rourse, nevertheless, facea comploete
disgrace or elss a new declaration
of gullt which bas to make up for
whatever was omitted. And to be
gnre Kolarev Iseues just such &
threat: “Popov's and Tanev's comn-
fesslon of gullt can In no case be
congldersl as satlsfactory.”

What are Popovy and Tanev
guilty of ? Along with Dimifrov
ther were aceused In the Relchstag
arson trial. Tamev, a robust pens-
ant type, arrived in Berlin  only
sevetal days before his arrest. He
lterally did wot speak n single
word of German, Popov, a sickly,
chronfcally fuborenlar mam,  had
been there for some time previous.
But he spoke only broken German,
Tn no case could he be considered
capable of even a short speech In
the German language. They were
thus restrlcted In advance in thelir
ibifenge.

Tanev's Attempt at Sulcide

In the fAirst few months, in the
conrse of the Inveatigntion, they
were placed in chains, just ke
Dimdtrov and subjected to the most
excruclating  eross  exnminations
The Gestapo knew wery well that
the three Bolgars had nothing to do
with the DRelehstag fire. [t was
therefore their Intention all along
o HUnk them np under nll eclrenm-
stances with Gefman contacts, In
order to al lensl make possible a
Juridieatly motivated conviction on
the gronmds of high treason. IF the
Gestape dld not  sneceed  in this
cuse, that was not 20 much becanse
of Dimitrow buat of Topor and
Taner, Hecauze dorfng the months
long hardabips of the Dovestigation
they remained mum abont  every-
thing. Tanev for instanee, surren-
dersd the address of his reoming
house anly after three months, and
then only beeanse | was nesessary
from the point of view of the con-
duet of the trinl and beeause he
aould be supe by then thas he
wolld endanget no one by . The
Gestupn had a muach easler (ime
with THmitrov: They found the ad-
dress of his reoming house in his
potket.

Hiut suppose the Gestapes methods
in the course of this investifation
were to destroy the power of re-
glstance of the TulgnrsT? It was
probably in eonslderation of such a
pos=ibility that Tanev made an at-
temat o evade 18 by sulclde—he
slashed hls wrlsts.

We do not  defend sulcdde, bat
whnt mepolsive bureancratle arro-
gance It Is to acruse Tanev of act-

Ing thus out of petty bourgeols, ro-
mantie setiment, This Insufferable
cynlclsm may be found Uterally io
the resolotlon of the CC. on the
Popov-Tanev cage. Popovy and Tan-
er arg forther accosed of not having
ooderstond the polltical elgnifcanoe
of the trial. They had not declined
the services of the two aofficial de-
fense attorneys and two more such
trlifles which are not worthy—two
yeara after the trial—o even be
mentioned.
Eolarer Sheds Some Light

And all this shall arouse today
extraordinary  internatiooal inter-
fat? Perhape the bureaucrata do
not koow what they are writing!
Perhas this {8 just a lot of bE
talk! No, that 1s not the cases. Tha
real [Ioterest bDegloa st abother
point, where simple-minded persona
would never suspect. To be sooe,
there is not even an indleation of
it in the resolotion of the BulEgar-
fan CO0. Bat Eolatev in his oomm-
mentary, and naturally with the
approval of DHmitrov, 18 moch more
informative. He writes:

“Mhe slpnlficance pf the resolu-
tlon of the incoming C.C. of the
Communist party of Bulgarla Ues
not In the condemnation of the un-
Bolshevik econdoct of ocomrades
Fopor and Tanev but in the sharp
critdelsm of the sectarian position
which the previous C.C. of the O
P, of Bulgaria had adopied [n con-
ducting the campalgn in the Leip-
zig trial. The sectarian course, ag-
gravated by the factional blindoess
of the party leadership, made it im-
posaible for it to utilize the cfect
ive weapons furndshed by comrade
Dmitroy hot only by his conduct
in the Leipzig eourt, bot by his
whole long revolutlonary stroggle
af the head of the Bulgarlan
workers."

These, then are the crimes of the
old Bulgarlan Central Comimitbes;
in the course of the eotire long
revolutionory past of Dimftrof
thess oommunists inm a sectarlan
biindness did not even dream that
Dmitroff wounld become the helms-
man of the Comintern at the Tih
World Conogress. This and {his
awlone is the whole nub of the som-
Malnt agalnst Popov and Tanov,
That Is why they are belng spat
opon. ‘That is why the new central
committee, by the grace of Dimit-
roff, declded “to remove Popor and
Tanoy from dhelr leading fune-
tiona,” The eritlelem of Popov and
Tanov'es conduct In court only fur-
nished the pretext that was needed
to  glve Dimitrof satisfaction
agalnat the old Bulgarian central
committes which many years ago
onge dared to be agadnst him. That
to e sure I8 an experlence which
really should arouse International
interest.

Dimiiroff a8 a Leader

What was the occaslon for the
old Bulgarian Central Commirtes's
opposition to IMmitroff? It is nee
eaSATY to go into this even though
it do#s not fit into the whole Dim-
itrodf cult. Before the sesslong of
the Lelpzlg trial that 18 to be ex-
ict, before DMmitroff made his mark,

inflnpgntial members of the Balkan
parties wers of the opinlon that
Dimitroff should be expalled be-
cause of copspicative uoreliability.
Popov and Tano¥'s arvest were un-
doubtedly due to Dimliroff's un-
heard of Hehimindedness. Besldes
that many addresses were found on
Dimitroff’s person upon bis arreat.
At any rate the Balkan partles took
the conspirative work very serious-
Iy. Dimitroff's lghtmindedocss in
this work was not accldental. Long
before Hitler took power it had
become & werltable aystem with
kim, That's why people used to
speak even at that time with a
certaln amonnt of contempt of Dim-
[troff's methodsa., Today naturally
thiese game Dimiteoff methods are
the purest Bolsheviem and the erit-
iew of thes: methods are called
epctarians,

Az chalrman of the Comintern
DMmiteoff did not want to forego
his ettty  revenge, Burmeancratic
luck had fallen Into his lap and he
made the most of it. That it was
preclsely the Bulgars who delayed
in showing the customary subordi-
natlen to the “beloved leéader” was
apmething his pride could not stand.
The old Bulgarian Central Commit-
tee was slooghed off,

The Methods of the “Helmsman™

This fg the Dimitroff they call
thelr “great and remarkable lead-
er.” They know why. Dimdtroff
is just as pesponsible for the bloody
defeats of the Bulgarlan proleta-
rlat as for the defeats in Germany,
China, ete. For he was a member
of the highest orgam of the Com-
tbern. Mot 8 word of protest hag
ever come from him, On the con-
trary. He alandersd and persecuted
the oppositionists who warned them
just gs much as Btalin's other
henehmet, We can recill heére an
eoeaslon which = not unimporiaos
for a characterization of DimitrodT,
With his approval (most Hkely also
at his ipstance) a rald wae ar-
ranged In the honse of a well known
Jugoealay Communist of great revo-
lutionary integrity, because e was
guspected of belng an oppositionlet.
Twa “"functlonarles™ foroed thelr
wiy Intoe his Berlin ledping with
police credentials, searched his
trunks and drawers in order to
furnlgh the Balkan leadership with
the suspect oppositionist doroments.
Theae are methods which were not
atrange to IMmitroff even at that
time, (By the way, whoever Knows
ihe method of selection In the Com-
intern, knows that IMmitroff was
advanced to the rank of “leader”
precisely bacanse: of those charae-
terfetica, and not at all becaose of
Iils conduct at the Teipzlg court.)

And today? Today DMmitreff not
only bears an equal share of re-
apongibility but a very highest kind
of responsibdlity for the openly
tregcherons course of the Comlio-
tern. Can a serfous person belleve
~—=that 18 ofte who Undérstands the
meaning of the proletarian struggle
—that revolutionary cadrees for the
averthrow of the bourgeolsle can
be created with peoples fronts, class
truce, approval of the miltary bud-

gets, sopport of the imperliallst
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Fred Zeller was expelled

Brs,
struggle for this position,

the Fourth Imternational, is

lines a concrete program of

Two Pamphlets

“THE ROAD FOR
REVOLUTIONARY SOCIALISTS"

War and the Workers 15 written by John West. He needs
no introduction to you, The Road for Revolutionary Social-
£5ks s written by Fred Zeller,
of the French Socialist youth.

ization by the agents of Leon Blum and his Old Guard some
time ago, together with twelve other youth comrades.
young Socialists, however, remained supporters of the revo-
lutionary position presented by Fred Zeller and his co-work-
They remained supporters in the continuation of the

carried on and how comrade Zeller and his co-workers came
to a revolutionary position, and came to he supporters of

The introduction it by Lean Trotsky.

“WAR AND THE

The pamphlet, War and the Workers, presents a searching
analysis of the nature and causes of modern war,
with the problem of sanctions, neutrality, and the role of
the League of Nations. It presents a scathing indictment of
the various forms of pacifism and social-patriotism and out-

The price of this pamphlet is 1oc per copy; in lots of ten
or more, ¢ per copy. The price of the Zeller pamphlet 5
S¢ per copy; in lots of ten or more, 3¢ per copy.

Here is an opportunity. Take advantage of it.

He is the acknowledged leader
from the Socialist youth organ-

The

How this struggle has been

described in this little pamphlet.

WORKERS”

It deals

struggle against imperialist war.
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armaménts (France), ete,? Not
even Barnsteln had eoch Hlusions,
For ha dld oot even want & revo-
lotion.

Many workers, even some intel-
lectuala, understanding the mevi-
plonist course of the Comintern,
have placed all thelr political hope
upon & man who did his doty as &
revolutionist in a trial. Poor hopal
What devastation thet (en FeAr ers
of Stalinist policy must have cost
if such patent hopelessoess cap be
called hope.

This Ig the truth: The Comlutern
iz morally, polltically and organi-
il destroyed nof in spite of
but becauss of the Dimitroffs,

The top burcaucricy had boped
to assnre Itself of papal infallibliity
with the ald of Dimitroff, The tre-
mendous propaganda serves this
purpose upmistakably., It Is used
g A means of stifling the very last
oppositionisat voleesa at a4 moment
when the policles of the Comintern
are becoming open betrayal.

2,000 in Guild
Picket Line

(Continned from Page 1)
to the strike by the Mlilwaukes
Trades Councll and the State Fed-
eratle of Labor. Even Bill Green
has pltched in with & letter calling
for support of the strike.
Sirlke Morale High

The spircit of the strikers and sup-
porters has been magnificent, Plek-
eting goes on at freczing lempert-
tures. Last week o call for mass
plekets waz answered one morniong
at T AM. by 1M—although the
temperature wag 18 below zero!

This strike, which Iovolves 20 ed-
itorlal warkers of the News la
feaching the Gulld a mighty, de-
monstrative lesson about the value
of affillation te organized labor.
Here the Gulld is wioning for ft-
self the actual concrete support of
the srgenized labor movement, owt-
alde of which It could newer hopse
to move forward a step.

There iz another lesson—what
industrial unlomn organization
willd mwean to this skrlke. ‘The
techndeal workers, aplit info craft
organizations ¢an do  Uttle more
than offer moral enconragement, A
stntement was lssued over the sig-
natures of the Iypographers, preds-
men's, photo cngravers', majlers’
and sterealyper’s unlons (all Im
one pant!) expressing aympathy
with the strikers but polnting to
existing econtractual relations with
Hearat as a reason for the absence
of any more subatantlal sapport,

Together with the Golld there
nre gl unlons among the workera
in all categorles and departments
of the Wisconsin News United in
n Wisconsin News Unlon they conld
dictate thelr own terma—aven to a
Hearst!

A Natlonal Fight

This has created A somewhat em-
barrasging position Invelving mu-
tual recriminations betwesn some
of the non-striking unlon printing
workers and strike sympathlzers,
requirlng the Milwaukee Gualld to
eome ol with a statement that *no
member of the Milwaukee Newspa-
peer Gulld hes ever expicted or ask-
ed for more than the moral sippart
aof the Allled printing trades union
in this stroggle of editorial work-
..HI 3 - "n
Trade vulon support for the Wis-
congln News strike muost extend be-
vond Milwankes to all parte of the
eonntry where newspaper and all
other workers know Hearst as the
lubor-hating Fascist who symbaol-
izes everything rotten and reaction-
nary in American life. The Guild is
Aghting a fAnish Agwt. Supporters
everywhere mnst ald by Aghting
Hearat -too—by borotting  Henrst
papers. conducting  anti-Flearst
meetings, collecting monexr for the
Wisconsin News strikers and help-
ing the American Newspaper Gulld
to win Itz battle.

GREAND AFFAIR
given by the
LUMEN CLUB
Danee, Entertaloment, Refreah.
ments and Good Jazz Band
Saturday, March 14, at 8 P.M.
84 Fifth Avenue, N. X. C.
ILW. W, Hall
Subseription: 205c v advanes:
30c at doar,

itlerS
(Continusd from Fage 1)
from France's other alldances which
e sald were perfectly acceptable
to him because these other states,
ke Polapd and Ozechos!
were only serving (helr own natloo-
al interests and it was reasonable
that they should be dolng so.

“Germany does not desire to at-
tack these states. .."he went o
But the Boviet Unlon was quite an-
other matter, First of ali, repre-
senting Bolshevism, it is “the cow-
stitotlonally organizsd exponent of
the revolutionary philosophy of life”
—and, of conrse, Germany does de-
gire to attack it, The Franco-So-
viet pact was therefore a thing
apart which had to be dome away
with if “peace”™ was to be pre-
served 1f Western Hurope.

Hitler thus evidently does Dol
ghare the notlonm of the Stallnist
bureadcracy that there s & %I
found contradiction betwean the
democratie and fasclst states of
Furop. He boldly envisages a
anited front of capitalist natlons,
tasclst and democratic alike, direct-
ed at the heart of the Soviet stale.
Britaln always has and still does
nurture this same notlon. It was
the central tenet of France's for-
elgn polley up untll 1538 and it is
not at all bevond the realms of
possibllity that France may mevert
to it toERoreow.

greatest enemles in the eves of the
Bolshevistle International world op-
pressors in for me a great honor
and jostification for my deallvgs
before posterity,” he sald.

The Logic of Hitler's Fosltion

For capitalizm there iz 8 pro-
found logle in Hitler's- polnt of
view. It 1s poesible that bls logle
may be unable to sormount the
complicated tangle of Iinter-imperl-
alist contradictions at the outset
but when tomorrow or even In the
course of the imperlallst war that
may finally break, the Third Haich,
Britain, Framce, Italy and their
satellites slt around a table to de
clde on the destruction of the So-
vlet Unlon, this loglc may be finally
driven home, even for Stalin, Brow-
der and Gil Green

What Ia the immediate prospest?
Hitler's move [nto the Rhineland
may drive the lmperialist powers
helplessly into the canldron of war.
But that an efort w1l be made to
arelve at some compromlse 18 al-
ready unmistakably clear,

Fither way, the Workers Biate
iz Iin mortal danger.

The whale sweet dream of na-
tional soclalist  security  founded
upon & system of Eutopean all-
ances 1 crnmbling before our very
¢yeE, . The utter bankrupbey of the
League of Natlons, once Agaln re-
vealed in Italy's war of agEression
against Bithiopla, the brlttle char-
acter of the promises made by the
HSoviet Unlon's allies, the imminent
threat that these promlises will be
washed away and withered In the
gtorm, must be driven home, eved
to the hopeless bureaucratic cen-
triste. who today rule the destinies
of the Boviet Tnlon,

New Tumm In Preparation?

There Is ample evidence of a
new lureh by the bureaueracy un-
der the pressure of thess evenis.

About two months ago Radek, In

Izvestla, regretiully admitted
the fulility of the League of Na-
tlons' sanctlons. His conclusion:
Russla must rely upon ils own
national forces. Incloded in these
“national foroes™ are the border
patrols abroad.

In the last few weeks the Stal-
inlat Imteroational, which theew
all its forces behind the League,
whose sectlons In all the “aliled"”
countriea fervently promised com-
plete support of capitalist armiles,
apd offered support In advance to
any nation which would line up
with the Soviet Unlon, has now, In
clagsle centrlst manner, staggered

ey | Bk another step. Kuusinen comes

THE CHINESE

send In their
("leth  Bound

PIONEERK P

READY S0ON

The Third International After Lenin

By LEON TROTSHY

Partial Contents:

A Letter to the Slxth Congreses of the Comintern,
THE PROGHRAM OF THE COMINTERN—
1. A PProgrim of the International Revolution or a Pro-

gram of HSorallsm in 8 Single Coootey ?
2, Birategy and Tactles of the Imperial’st Epoch,
3. Balunce and Perspectives of ¢he Chinese Revolution,
QUESTION AFTER THE SIXTH
CONGRESE—WHO 15 LEADING THE COMINTERN TODAY?

This book 18 almogt all set ap ared ready o g0 to press.

Those comrades amd friends who want to take advan-
tage of the low pre-publecation priee, should

orders for the book now,

Pre-publication price $1.50
ORDER NOW

10 Fifth Avenus, New York City

UBLISHERS

|<1_s Anti-Sovieti#nce

back upon the scene; DHmitroff, the
doughty hero of soclal-patriotiam,
fades a little (o Pragoe Soclaliat
paper even reported he had gone off
to the Crimea for a “rest cura®)
and the Stallnlsts are reminded that
the struggle for bread has not ex-
actly been entirely suspended in
favor of the struggls for “peace™
and “demdcracy.”

The Stalintern hesitates, The
fate of the bureascracy’s system of
capitalist alllances wil determine
whether this slight leftward lurch
wil tum Into & rout.

Our Policy Iz Unmistakeabls

Germany's repocupation, of the
Ehipeland is the latest and loundest
explosion In the furnace of Imper]-
mlist contradictions, Twenty yvears
ago it took far less to precipitate
a war. ‘Today the lmperlalists are
infinitely more consclous of the
price that Iz to be pald for & mew
conflagration. The rise of -the
Ootober Bevolotion out of the ashes
of the last one still haonts thelr
harried dreams.

Only by working to guaranfee the
Octobera of tomorrow, by guaran-
teelng frreconcilable and consistent
atruggles against all imperiailst rol-
ing classes, will we In the orlses to
come presgerve the conquesta of the
October of yesterday.

YWhat does thls mean to every
revolutionist? To every worker?
It means that he must guicken hls
pace, just as the imperislista are
hastening thelrs. It means that we
must unite all those committed to
the overthrow of capitalism, gengr-
ntor of wars, In the ranks of &
firmly knit revolutionary party,
united in & revolutlonary Ioterna-
tional, free of the social and na-
tional reformist and patriotic gar-
bage of the existlog internatlonals,
dispel all {llusiona of “democratic™
security, carry on the struggle to
organize the workers for the es-
tablishment of the dictatorship of
tha proletariat, aod if war over-
takes us, to fght agalost all odds
and with the vimost clarity to de-
feat oor own imperialist roling
classes, to turn Imperialist war into
elvil war.

Nippon Army
Holds Reins

(Continued from Page 1)
houra the men who gulde the des

tinles of the Japaness Emplre de-
clded that for the moment a stop-
gap arcangement which in peality
girengthenesd the hand of the Pas-
cist and military elementa while
glving the appéarance of atbenuat-

ing the crisls was needed. The an-
gwer was—Hirota, The tactle of
thie moment will be—consslidation,

Gen, Kawashima, who was rela-
tively “modernte”, has retived from
the War Office in favor of Gen.
Chulchl Terauchl, who iz relatively
“aggressive” Gen, Badao Araki,
the real leader of the ultra-nation-
nlists, has retired agaln for the mo-
ment Into the backgronnd,

“Ineldents” Coase Tempararily

All this doecs not take place with
Michinvelllan smoothness, There
can be UHttle doubt that the "mod-
erate” pressure on the Emperor
was great. It was great enough to
bring about the apolntment of Hir-
ota rathér than Baron Hiranuma,
who I8 the outspoken leader of a
frankly Fasclat organization. It
was not great enough to  enable
Prince Konoye, a “moderate” to
take the reins of power which the
Bmperor offered to him.

Meanwhlie on the actual poten-
tial war [ronts another temporary
shift has taken place. The serles
aof inecldents on the Outer Mongollan
trootier,; which we descrlbed last
week as provoetative “feslers” by
the Japanese military who wanted
to know the extent to which Mos-
cow wonld beck Moogolla, have
anbruptly ceased, Stalin, In bis own
way, gave Tokyo the answer when
e flatly told Roy Howard that the
1.8 58K would come to the support
of the Ooter Mongolian republic in
the event of a clagh,

Support for (uter Mongolia

Potential support for Ouwler Mon-
golin iz eoming from another dir-
cetion as well An army of 10,000
Teds under Moo Tse-tung  has
marched northward from Szechwan
and Shensl inoto Shanst, with the
apparent Intentlon of makKing s
way inte Sulyoan and there provid-
ing a military buffer omn Japan's
left flenk and hindering the too-
pasy advance of Japaoese-controlled
forces Into Imner Mongolin.

These Hed forces, disledged from
any permanent base and more tham
ever et off from the Chinese poro-
letariat in the urban centers of the
Yangizee Valley and the South,
have been converted Into another
inatrument of the politlco-military
tactica of the Hoviet burenuwcracy.
Under the “new line”, which ion-
volves the return in China to the
disaster-ridden concept of a bloe
of classes to “fght” imperialism,
Htalinlam has cyoleally abandoned
even its lip service to the hope of
proletarian  revolution in  Chioa,
which will alone ensare dthe forging
of an alllance In Asia atronger than
the Japaoese Imperiallem which s
now sharpening Ita sword for the
inevitabls clash.

Jail French
Bolsheviks

(Continned from Page 1)
ding us for cur antl-militarist pro-
pagainda the 8.P. expelling ue
from its ranks for our struggle foc
revolutionary defeatism.

Challaye followed, declaring his
golldarity, His remalning argu-
ments were those of a paclilst
“The army", bo sald, “must not be
diverted by natlonal defense. These
voung people are acting in the bhaat
tradition of Jaures, that 18 to say,
of republican defense

“Hold ont”, the jodge interrupt-
ed, “the accused do not want the
soldiers to remain at the service of
national defetnss outaldes the ¢on-
flict. ‘They are agalost national
defense and call ypon the soldiers to
join ranks with the proletariane.”

Revolutionists on the Stand

The bourgeols judge is very well
eware of the class struggle.

Then & few words from Deglise,
revolutionary soclallist, In which ha
described the misery of the aoldier
in the barracks: the judge inder-
rupted him, cobtting him off aond
calling upon the atiendants to re-
move him from the stand.

The floor was then given to the
acrused, all of whom affirmed thelr
revolntionary will,

3. Brun, former bupsiness mas-
ager of Revolution, admitted hie
regponsibility. “I am a socialist,”
he stated, “and not an anarchist.”

Meicheler read a statement ad-
mitting gullt for his revolutionary
action

Maria OCraipean declared that
even If she had known that the
paper was bapned, she would hawve
gold It Hhe defended the right of
young workers to call vpon thedr
brothers In uolform 4o fraterndss,
to refuse to serve the capitallsts
and proved that this 1s a funda-
mental doctrine of communists,
fMhat s what the Revolutlonary
Boelallat Youth flght for today
under the banner of Marx, Lenls
and Trotsky, She concluded with
the alogana:

“Long live the J.8.R.!

“Tong lve the Fourth Interna-
Honal!™ -

After a plea of Leo Lagrange for
G. Brun Rous and Gerard spoke of
the bleody policy of the decree-laws.

On Thursday February 13th, the
judges réndered thelr verdict. Fear-
ing the spread of the affalr they
pentoneed our three comrades to
one month in prison and 100 francs
fine each,

Cross Framed
in 1Il. Court

{Continned from Page 1)

Technleally, Oross was arrésted
and charged with “driving an ante
while Intoxicated.” OCross waa ar-
rested In & car accident which oo
curred Christmas Eve of last year.
The total damagea amounted to §7.
The damages were pald. No one
waa injured; not one of the perscas
whose car was damaged complained
or progscuted. Yet States Attorney
Seyfrit, notorlous for his “red-balt-
ing* and frame-up of unemployed
workera brazenly stated he would
|l;ﬁll Em

The “getting” 18 not one sided,
however. Labor 1s aroused and they
are out to get Cross out of prisom
by appealing his case to a higher
eourt : more than that—the militant
workers of Macoupin county will
render a verdaet in the coming elec-
tions for states attorney Ly retiring
Michael Sevfrit for hiz antllabor

Orgamze Defense Coiramities

A committee his besn organized
pomposed of memberg of the mineT's
unlon, 1linois Workers Alliance and
other labor organlzations, Yocal 1,
Progressive Miners of America has
already pledged its support after
John Batluello, left wing leader,
delivered a flery speech flaying
Michae Sevfrit for his anti-labor
ackivities,

The defense committes has reé-
tained two local attorneya, bot &

| desire that Albert Goldman, moted

soclalist aftorney, be retained for
the case was expresssd by the
majority of the committee. “The
regetlonarics pot Cross in joil,” one
of the defense group sald, “but it'Ll
take the radicals to get him out.
Ba we don't want o take any
chances. We want this case to be
handled along the real labor, class
struggle linea"

Cross can be contacted At Van-
dalia Fenal Farm, Vaodalla, Tlinols,

Fands Needed

The defense ommittes urges the
sympathizers and members of the
Workers Party and SYI: to innmed-
iately rush fonds to Tom Sorble
Treasarer, James Cross Delense
Committee, 1408 South Macoupin
8t., Gillesple, 11l. Joe Burrell, left
wing mine leader, in chalrman of
the commities.

At least a hundred dollars iz need-
od for the indtlal expense of the de-
fense, Crom 18 In jall becauvss he
fought for labor. Tomorrow the
Masoupin county reactlonarlen may
imprison ocur brave left wing min-
ers, Let's all put our shoulders to
the wheal by ralslng money aond
getting Crosas ont of jail and event-
ually absolved of the rotten frammme-
ap.
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