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Rubber Workers|

By FARRELIL. DOEBBS
Secretary-Treasurer of Local 574

A"T'ISIT to the front lines in the struggle for industrial union-
ism at the Goodyear Rubber plant in Akron lends new courage
to union men who have struggled hard for the great day that is
now dawning,

The almost unbelievable resourcefulness and the splendid cour-

age and determination shown by the rubber workers proved beyond
“"_'3 EI[I-II:Etiun of a doubt that the strength of a giant lies smouldering
within the ranks of the American workers in the basic industries.
- The solid ranks of industrial unionism are fanming this spirit
nto a Rame. We do not have to witness the demoralizing sight of
the members of one craft union walking through the picket lines of
another striking craft union to go to work. There is no ques!ion
of craft distinction in this strike. If you work in the Goodyear
plant, you are either in the rubber workers' union and out on the
picket line or you are a scab,

. ‘:'_11 Tuesday morming, February 25, the embattled workers,
picketing in violation of a court injunction, calculated to destroy
their strength, faced down an army of police and special deputies
E{:nt out to enforce the injunction. The picket line holds solid with
a picket post at each of the 168 gates of the plant. Around the
eleven mile fighting front the slogan iz: “Nobody goes in the plant.”
Those hard bitten cynics who say that the American worker will
not fight shall have to change their minds after thiz foreeful dem-
onstration.

The suddenness with which the strike came made it difficult
for the strikers to prepare adequate facilities for its conduct, These
deficiencies are being rapidly overcome. The present headquarters
is not adequate for an assembly hall for the strike but will serve
very well as a commissary and headquarters for the strike leaders
and field captains. A second and larger assembly place is necded
tor large gatherings of the strikers and, of equal imporiance, so
that the workers from the other rubber plants and all other Akron
workers may come to the proper place to get correct information
regarding the strike and to get instructions as to how they may best
assist.

On this question there is a second important factor, The man-
agement of the company has complete access to the radio, to the
advertising columns of the daily papers and to a very large cxtent
to the news and editorial columns also. It is vital that this propa-
ganda of the bosses be counteracted by the strikers. The most effec-
tive weapon for this purpose is the daily strike bulletin issved at a
regular hour amd widely distributed. Onee started, the strike bulle-
tin easily becomes self-supporting. The experiences of the Minne-
apolis truck drivers, the Toledo Chevrolet strike, the St. Louis Gas
House strike, and many others stand as living proof of the value
of a daily strike bulletin. The rubber workers will find such a paper
eagerly received and c1usu:rf}' read by all workers,

Outside the city of Akron it is dificult to get accurate informa-
tion about the sirike because of the manner in which the daily papers
are suppressing it. This is done because the bosses in steel, auto,
and the other big industries do not want the workers to know of
this powerful demonstration of industrial wnion strength, But the
rubber workers do want the other workers to know about their hght
and they want their support. The strike committee should send
systematic press releases to all papers in the country. The daily
strike bulletin iz the best instrument with which to do this.

It is heartening to observe that the Committee for Industrial
Organization is sending money and men to aid the Akron strikers.
Thizs strike 15 of wital interest to the industrial union movement and
the most practical work that the C.1.O. can do is to give the strike
unstinted support. The Akron strike must be won. The craft union-
ists must not be permitted to sell tha strike out in an effort to stifle
the rising sentiment for industrial unionism. There is a grave danger
of such a thing happening. Especially when Secretary Perkins'
“ace mediator,” MeGrady, is reported to have been ordered to Akron
to effect a “seitlement.” A very large part of the responsibility in
this strike rests with the C.I.O, The workers are furnishing the
highting forces. They must have leadership, a leadership conscious
of the full import of the forces moving today in the national strug-
gle and capable of guiding the strikers through the treacherous
“settlement” proposals which have wrecked every attempt at union-
izing the big industries.

The Goodyear strike in Akron must be won.  All labor must
rally to support the fight. The workers in every city can aid by
opening an intensive organization drive in all Goodycar agencies.

Carry the fight to Goodyear! Get the strike news from the
rubber workers, not from the bosses' papers! Fight to build indus-
trial unionism

;atiﬂns Jockey

for War at

London Naval Conference

Libérala represént Naval Confer-

ences as struggles between Good
and Hvil, struggles between peace
and war. Actoally they are noth-
ing more than the sum of the war-
Japan has
withdrmwn from the Lomndon Con-
ference becanse she couldn't get the

The London Maval Conferemce ia
viill dragglng along. It has lost
the partlelpation of Japan and is
about to lose the participation of
Ttaly. It bhas degenerated Into an
openn game for allies and positions
in the next war-—pot that Naval
Conferences are ever anything else,

like foros: Involved.

Union Threatens General
Strike if Militia is
Called Qut

By CARL 0'SHEA

ARROMN, Feb. 25.—The Goodyear
rubber sirike I3 more Armily en-
teenched tonight than ever, with
188 pleket poats belng maintained
an an eleven-mils front. ‘This mom-
ing the 15,000 strikers had o show-
down with the forces of "low and
arder,” which re-ulted in a smash-
ing victory for the union. Early

{im the day word reached strike

headguarters that Sheriff Flower
Police Chiclf Boss, with 300 depu-

jlies and 130 copes, were going to

charge the picket line at ten AM.,
and attempt to break the back of
the strike with violonce.

Ag the zero hour neared, hon-
dredes of plekels packed into the
strike hesdguarters across from
the strnck plant.  Thoeusand more
tonk the steeets In front of the
picket posta. Each plcket was
well provided with “fAre wood.” Up
the hill marched the forees of law
angd order, Grimly  the strikers
waited, ‘The cops In the lead, the
strike-breakers marched closer and
closer to the mas =l robber work-
erda,  The line refused to  budge,

but the Londoen Conference 1s the
la~t of the serled and comes nearer
the actual outbreak of the war,
when the naidons are less concerned
about concedling thelr true por-
poief. . In the earller eonferences
they made some pretense of peace
ful iotenltion-, mow they practically
admit that the; are jockeying for
WAT.

United States and Great Britain
to agres that she nesied a bigger
navy to protect ber {oteresta in
the Paclfic and in China from—
Great Britain and the TUnited
States. Italy is reported about to
withdraw becaose ~he can't pget
Britaln and Fraoce fto agree to
withdraw sanctions against—Italy,

{Continued on Puge 2)

Finally Boss halted his men a few
feet from the taut strikers. Mer-
voul ly, he looked the situntion
over. He was ont-stared. Break-
ing down, he cried ont, “I've noever
led anyone into a goddam slaugh-
ter-lhonase, And T'm not g‘u[ug {10
now,”  The eops hreke ranks, the
deputices marched doewn the kil
ngain, to the accompaniment of fre
mendots jears and boo: fromm the
minEsEcd pickete, One of the depua-
ties suddenly cluntched his stomoch
and became vialently ill. The
trikers, with thelr magnificent
demonstration of militancy and de-
termination, had ecarried the day,
Inzide the strike headguarters
this evening was a milling crowd
of proud strikers enthusia-theally
dizeusslng the way in which they
had called the bluf® of the hard-
boiled Sheriff Jim Flowers, and his
girike-breaker . Each pleket post
had its alliment of ten strikers,
hurdled around a steve Inaide n
wind-break. Every twog honrs, enrs
came around delivering hot Iunech-
FOME
Women Very Active
Omne of the be t weapons that the
{Continued on Page 2)
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1t s highly significant that preclsely in that factory—Goodyear—
whers the company unlon it 17 years old and the rubber workers® bona-
flde wnion admittedly the weakest, that the strike in the rubber industry

should begin'

This happeced becanse Goodyear workers were given

absolutely no concessions hot driven downward constantly, thus etoring
up an explosive foree which blew up when the last sitdown provided the
spark. Other rubber workers' unions have oblalned minor evncessions

anil thus basic antagonisms wers dolled.

SitDownHits
Chem.Plantin
Al(rnn_ Boro

500 Barberton -Wnrktn
Force Mnnageu to
Vacate

NBARRERTON, Ohioe, Feb £EEe—
Company aflicials of the Colambia
Chemieal Co. in Barberton, o large
imdn trinl snbucl of Akron, Obio,
finnlly moved to negotiate o strike
which started Inst Wwedneaday when
S workers selzed confrol of the
fnetory and forced the management

to vaenfe. The men are firmly en-
trenched and refuse o leave the
ot wndil the company, which
owned by the Mellon Inferests,

gronts o 4 cents hourly increase o
wages nml Enll pay for every day
of 4he strike,

The = it-down™
when the managemsnt
meet the demamd of Gl pipefitters
for n 4 cents hourly wWage Talse.
The nnion took up the fight ander
the militant leadership of A. R

strike  resulbed

pefused o |

& The =zo-called objectlve econom o

factors invalved have bheen pointed
out Im the NEW AMILITANT provi-
omEly and nesl only Hsting,  Price
wars, shifting the entlre burden on
the workers threngh wage out-,
bengthening of hours, O sregored of
senfority  cights  fvoring aguad
men, who are nothing but company
Acb groups in making  onnedes
sary layalf ; these injustices have
seared themselves In the workers'
minds. They prov.de the fire which

below serg wenther,
Goodyear’s Fabulows Profits

Properly handled, the workers
are  unbentable aml  wpport by
evervole bt hig buisinnees g A FoPe-
gone  eonclusion. Evien
fnct-finding board ha:  condemncd
Goodvenr practices o woage ocut-
tiogg, «fe, ete. To top that off, last
Alonday when the sirlke began,
Goodyenr anneuneed am S0 (b0
inerease [n profit for 1055
104, Dringing its  total admioted
profit  to S5WNLML,  which  [aet

workers o fhe peket line
Akreon  itsell composeid  of
000 rubber workers wmd thelr

ers whoe are employved in substiddary
plantz or other [udustrial plants
amid yon can grap the potential
povver of the workers when aronsed
ftor thert ave Jonky 20500008 people
altogether here, This ‘s an over-

Lees, union presldent, and called £0T ¢ gjeed mill town, in otler words=

o general wage Increasé. Wedne -
day, M} men entered the plant,
stopped the mochinery, and desplte
the dhreats  aned
compiny have remained in the fac-

toTy sinee, I

Alesnwhile, 400 other workers are
{Continued on Page 2)

Death by Hunger Stalks
On Pres. Roosevelt's

Poor Farms

By James Evans.

EARLE, Ark.—The share crop-
pera of Crittenden county are go-
ing through hell. Thiz wholg area
it a plcture of atarvatlon, evict on,
and {error, Every milltant cropper
lives pyonder a perpetual sentence of
death. Any day, he may be shot
from ambush by one of the planter
deputies, Any night, some mob of
landlord< may drag hm from his
hovel and string him up to the near-
est trde,

Two meetings were ralded re-
cently by mobsg composed of plant-
ers, landiort , deputles, and riding
bosses. Howard Rester, Secretary
of the Central Defense Commitbes
of the Unlon, and H.I. Geldberger,
lawyer reta nsd by  the organiza-
thon, were dragged from the plat-
form of o charch, baaten and threat-
ened with I¥nching. The fAve hun-
drl cropper  attending the meet-
Ing were attacked with clobs and
axe handlea, One of the deputies,
an  extremely dronken  Soothern
gentleman, threatened top bring ma-
chine guns If the cropper: dared to
bold ansther meeting.

The “Law"” Breaks lnto a Meeting

At 8 econd meeting held in 8t
Peter'a Church, Constable Everett
Hood and & posse entered with
shotguns manifeting the evident
intent on of firing into the gather-
ing. Hood was at first disarmed by
Doockeeper Jim Ball, The door-
keeper wig arreted on charges of
assault with Intent to kil After
Ball had been jailed, the posse

pleading of mE!mn!ni injunct on which would abal

How (=2 the rubber bBarons’® As o-

ic]ntlnn trving to break the steile?

In the eut-and-deied way., The per
i=lv the picket line:; the eounbers
ilemonsirntions staged by the com-
pany unfon: foll support of the
{(Continued «on Page 2)

Terror Rages as Arkansas Bosses

seoured the road , fivieg on  he
croppery who were going home from
the meeting. Twoe unarmed men
were shot in the back by these
hired guerillas,

Slmon Bas:, leader of the Earle

leeal, and three sthers were arrest-
ed the mext day while relorning
from a conference with union offie-
iala in Memphls. The dromhbend
court at Marion refused them legal
coun ¢l and  hurredly =entemnced
them to one yvear each on IEH.H'I.'EE'.‘I
of “risting:"” Thiz caze s now un-
der appeal, and widespread mas
gupport i needed g0 prevent the
i Ironiding of these Aghters agafn -t
Houthern  feudalism, District At
torney  Denver Dudley. alert to
prosecute eroppers and the Unlon,
naturally refu-es to take any action
agalnat the officlal bandittl of ths
secl iom,

Even middle-class humanitarians
are being threatened if they try to
 #lst the croppers. A lberal min-
ister mttempted to find Cemporary
shelterg for the evicted eroppers,
The plapter deacons held a speclal
meeting and forbade him from “en-
gaging In further subwerslve actlv-
ithes™ The minlster complled: a
revalationizt would have defled.

Meanwhile, the planters have de.
creed that all Unlon members most
g Peopla are Hving In tent: on
cold dirt fleors, In abandoned reaill-
way statlonz, and In chuorch build-
Ings belong'ong to - share-cropper
congregationg. Bome familles are
huddling nine +o & room 16 cabin:
of eroppéts who have not yet hean
evieted. WVery often, these dispos-
mmEatd rural laborer: most 1.ve an-
trely on  hoe-cake and gréon

Battle with Starving Sharecroppers

A number of families have heen
settled on - the Ander on Rebabili-
tatlon Farm, a project that was
advertised to ecure the & lments of
the Euarle County cropperz. (Con-
trary 1o the promises of Che case
workers, the remedy seem  about
to kill the victims OnDe six-year
mld child starved to death on this

Roosevelt poor  farm, Ia b ¥ear
The tenant remmining fnd them-
sedves up against the game old pro-
pod flom: thelr cofton taken to pay
for “furnish"=—with Mr. Presidemnt
subr tifuted for Mr. Planter, Floyd
Sharp, Arkansay State Administra-
tor, lyingly maintalns that all evict-
e famil ez are belng sopplied with
food and shelter,

The Southern Temant Farmenp:
Uinlen ia wery confosed politically,
still relying to a great extent on
“law and order” alhough the
eroppiers have been  di franchized
b¥ the sovereign state of Arkansas.
MNevertheless, It "a a pgrowlng chal-
lenge to the whole plantation ~ys-
tem, perhaps the greatest expres-
gion of mass upheaval in the Soath
fince the pre-war slave rebelllon -
Highly significant Iy the formation
of defense sgqoads for exclusdvely
Negro letal by wh te croppers,

The dying agricultural system of
the South must be overthrown, and
itz  beneficlarles  expropriated by
the tenants themsglves. Thl Is &
task for the foture, Today, the
[Inlon must be sopported by pre-
teat sctlons and. by donatlons If 't
18 to continue its work., Funds ace
urgently nesded and should be-sent
to the Unlon at Box GZ16, Mem-

beans,

phis, Tenne wee.

Soviet Union on to the immediate
perialism.

Workers' State will finally blaze.

working class of the entire world.

Green Urged
To Organize

;Steglfﬂants

hng kepl pickets warm despife D)

a Federnl |

CIOChallenges Old Guard
In Answer to Threat

Of Mass Expulsion

——

By ARNE SWABECK

Some new verbnl broadaldes hove
been fived in the ever sharpening
confllct between the A, F, of L.
craft umion  burenvierats and the
cfticial leaders of the Committes for

OVET | Indnstrial

aloie rallied Whondveds of incensed |

CEamilies.  Add anocther 200000 work-

Organizadiion. At the
same tlme the repercu sions from
theis conflict begin fo penetente dedsp
Iv into the broadest lnvers of (he
mav e el

[n the name «f the Executive
Connetl, Wm. Green has Issoed a
warning to all lecal and federal
middon , to all Stare Foderariona and
city central labor bodies, that it
will not tolerate any organizaton
that "gives allegiance, assistance ov
sipport do the Commities for Tmdns-
trial Organization, or any other
organfzation which atbempt: to
pwanrp the functions of the Amerienn
Federation of Labor” While oo
cxact pennltics were specified, it s
reported that the intention 18 to
revoke the charters of any organ-
izatlon found gulliy of giving :uch
allegiance,

In reply the €, T. O, onee agaln
fefied the Executive Council and

i

fall anthority to administer
martial law,

ese Invasion Threatens Soviet Union

L

W ar Loomsas Anti-Soviet
Gang SeizesNippon Gov’t

Military Clique Wreaks Vergeance on “Moderates’
in First Step to Hasten Drive of Imperial Con-
quest and Assault on Sovtet Union

By L0 SEN
Establishment of an open military dictatorship in Japan a3 a
result of Wednesday's putsch in Tokyo, will bring war against the

order of the day for Japanese ime-

The drive of Japanese-contrelled Manchu-Mongol forces ero.s
Chahar and Sulyuan for the conquest of Inner Mongolia will be ac-
coleratod. Border conflicis along the Manchukuo-Outer Mongolinm
frontier will be earried to the point of major hostilties.

Along that vast border hetween two worlds, from Viadivostok to
Manchull, the long-heralded war of predatory imperinllzm against the

This is the immediate threal, the immediate meaning of Wednes-
day’s hloady events in Tokyo. This Is the immediate alarm for the

Barly Wednesday morning & band
of officers of the Frst Japamese 1i-
vigion, about o entrain for dwdy in
Manchukun, murilered Premler
Okadn, Finance Minisier Tukaha-
shi, Taomd Privy Seal Visconnt Salto
and Gen, Watanabe, o ldgh-ranking
military officer,

Cen orship Clamps Down

Jagumn was mmedintely Llnsketod
in o of the most complefe censop-
zhips ever established in the For
Fuast. For hwor: the world waoltiod
ter Beaorn whnt had happened in To-
kvo while hints of the morning’s
WOk m'l']ﬂ'ﬂ aut through Alanchu
koo aml along dinlomatic eironits
fromm Singnpore o London.

Finally eame a laeonfe War Of-
floe Communique, confirming the
a=sns inntions,

Fumin Goto, Minister of the In-
tarior wmler Okndn, was ordercd to
tnke over the premiership. He adid.
His fivst annrouneement wa  thot
“all was absolutely calm.” A few
hours  [ater e resigned. Moretial
law was clomped down on Tolkyo
Ident. Gen. Kashl, commander of
the capliaml garel on, was appolutel
Military Governor of the clty with
rigld
The full First amil
Zpcond Fleet: were ordered to Toklo

nnd Osaka Bavs snd  bloejnelets

were landed, Tokyvo was complaie

I¥ in the hands of the Supreme
War Couneil.

Military Wanta No “Moderates’
At present wrlting, 24 hours after
the events, Feb. 28 it was still not
clear whether Japan would pass

from a semi-military to am open,

undisgnizsd, untrammeled dlctator-
ghip of those ceprescntatives of JTap-
aness finamee capital whoe believe
that the present moment {8 the mo-
ment to strike on contlfental Asin

for the further glory of the Empire,
Whatever government emerge: from
the coup, B 13 clear that lks orlen-
tatlon will be In the directlon of &«

inddicated that 1t wonld continue =
work.  Not only dld the C. 1. O
refu=e to dissolve but it challenged

the A, F. of T, to andertake &
seriong campaign of organization lnl
the steel indw try, to which the
commitiese would coniribute a half
million dollars and the services of
trafned organigers. Two conditions,
howerer, the C. I. 0. consldered
necs sary for sacees:  Ficstly, that
the “orgnaization muost be along in-
duatrial Unes™ and, secondly, “the
leadership of the campaign must be
nely sz to inspiee confidence of
sieeess.""

With these developments it be-
comes iberes ingly elear that fum-
damentally the conflict in the A,
F, of L. eenters around the lssue of
organization of the millions of un-
organlzed workers, and & pecliallly
those employed in the basle indos-
tries.

Steel Indusiry Plvot

Naturally the teel industry oc-
copies  in  this respect a pdvotal
position, To the trade unionlsta,
réal ecurity of organization fs un-
thinkable without the inclusion of
the steal industry. The full exten-
glon of the powers of onlom organ-
izntion Is well nigh impossible with
the steel Indusicry remaining anor-
ganizesd; Moreower, the stesl barona,
flghting to preserve their feudal
power, have for a long time been
tha backbone of the empoyers e
slatance to every working clas
advance, An aggressive campalgn
for the organization of the steel
indastry 18 therefore becoming an
ever more pressing neceasity,

Thus the threat made by the
eraft unlon bureagerats of discip-
lipnary measures Lo be taken against
the unions that may give allegiance
and support to the C. 1, 0., has
ben met by A challenge to organlss
the unorganloed, There Deed be
litile doubt which ls the most effect-
ive, And thls applies pot only with

wounld -erve Japaness
purposes, as In 1014,

hardening intransigeance and sue-

reiler to the Impatience of the mil-

ftary arm of Japancss: Imperialism.

Wednesday's coup was A0 Answer

ty two tendencles which have re-
cently shown signzs of making head-

Wiy in Japan.
One was the clear and nonmistak-

able turn of the ma se: away from

the propaganda in favor of the im-

'pl}'!,'iﬂ.“ﬂt dreive of expanslon on the
continent, ag shown In the elections

in which the more"modernte” Min-
seito was glven preference over the
more “aggres-ive” Seiyukal party
and in which, what was more im-
portant, the Japancse Social Masses
(Socinlist) Party polled 626000
votes, an inerea e of HSN per cend
aml an nnmistakable sign of awak-
ening In the rank: of the Japanese
workers.

Assa sloated Ministers too “Slow™
The szecond tendency was pepre-
sented fo a certaln extent by the
government heads who were assa -

Ainated, Okada, Taknhashl and 3al-

tin.  This wis the tendency bo let
the program of imperialist expan-

=lon proceed at a somewhat slower,
less eostly tempo, to consolldate the
galne thus far won In China (con-
gquest of Manchukoo and establl h-
ment of A virtual protectorate over
Morth China) by getting the Nank-
Ing Government's slgnature on
treqty, and even
the time belog the attack on the

i
to poatpone for

Boviet Union, at lest untll the
Eoropean slfvation bolled over and
created a European diversion which
impearialist

In pursuance of this polley, the

Okadn government had been porsa-
ing u polley of exerting strong dip-
lomnatie preaure upon Nanking ae-
companied only by militery demon-
steations  alopg  the

Manchukmg-

{Continued o Puge 4)
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