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«My Escape from Stalln S Prlson» By A. Tarov

Record of a Worker Bolshevik

A few words about myself, I was
horn in 18688 My fathér wag a4 ma-
pon, my mother, 4 house-keeper, I
went to work at the age of 14, firet
as a lockamith, and then as a press-
man,

Jolned the Communist Party In
1617, Berved on all fronts during
the elvil war In Trans-Caucasia:
first s o rank and file soldier in
the Hed Army, then stodied mill-
tary eclents In the tralnlog school.
Became a commander and worked
in the army as organizer and lead-
er of communist detachments,

Since 1921, In aceordance with
the declsion of the parte, I did par-
ty work ns Instructor and organiz-
er, unider tiwe C.E.C. of the Trans-
Caneasian CO.P. 1 always worked
among the rank and file of the par-
ty.

In 1928 I was ordered by the par-
ty tp take oourses Im the Com-
munisi University., I attended the

university three years, was kicked
out for an Oppostfonist spesch,
and sent back, But I atill contin.
ned to work In the party, first as
the agltprop of the district, then as
speretary ; later I held a respons-
ble post in the central apparatos,

Duirlng the discusslon of 1827,
the bureancratic upper-crust could
no longer tolerate geelng me In the
Central Committes and I was pack-
od off into the frade aonfon feld.
Hiere [ served as chalrman of the
workers’ commiftes of rallrond con.
stroction erows. Im 1827 T was ex-
pelled from the party for carrring
on oppositionist. activity, and later
reimofed from my post.

Arrest, Exile and Prison

On Beptember 24, 1928, 1 was ar-
rigtedd @8 &  Bolshevik-Leniniat,
That same night many comrades of
the Opposition were alzo plaeed an-
der arrest, Inasmoch A% on the nexh
day the relatives and friends of the
ineareerated Oppesitlonists massed
by the hundreds at the doors of the
leenl GUP.TU, the boreancracy was
compelled, that wvery day, to fres
thiree guarters of the arrested Op-
rosiglonksts, holdlng only 31  people,
myzell among them,

We remalned ooe and f half
months 1o the G.P.U, eells. Te-
wards the end of December we
were exiled to Kazakstan-—( Kizil-
Ordon’. Onee there. we wore dls-
perzsl in the towns of Kozakstan:
I was =ent to Akmolinsk ; comrade
Iminduroy  to Adbasar; comrades
Fanosl nnd Garyvakln to Scemipala-
thiek : comende Seta Nazarvani to
Mt ropaviovek . comraide Danllev to
Chemkent, (In Tifis, seven more
Georginn comrades joinesl u=: com-
rafles RKakaya Meleize, Khukhuya,
the mames of the ofiera 1 do not e
cally,

I Akmalinsk 1 fownl T. Gins-
bure. 5 Andreichin, 1), Arshavsky,
A Bnoskorev. Avte Xurldjianm and
two ather coanrides foom Lentngrad
whose names [ eannot recall, From
Oissetl there eame to join e e0m-
radez Zhoutney, Khugavey, Zaloyey
mil Xenin Tikayev: feom Haku
enpne colptade Gosanov:  from
Gieorgin, coanrndes Shevashey, Kiv.
rayn, Gognmwdze  and  CPsindsadee
from (Wlessn, comrade Bhara Kret-
vvakl,

Capitulators BEeturned fo Prixon

In 1930 many  eapdinloted, and
there remninggt only 11 af e ji AK-
molinsk, Dnt fhe eapitwlators are
pow sifting in joll for having ear-
ried on Oppos=itionist aefvity. For
example. at present An the Ve

khod-Uralsk solitary are Incarcer-
ated former capitulators. L. Gins-
burg, Popav, Pavloy and others—

25 In all, Theyr are kopt apart,
The prizoners’ commune in the sol-
ttary refozed to accept them A8
memisty becanse they are for the
“General Line”, and only against
the existing internal regime.

On Janunry 22, 1081. the anni-
versnry of Lenin's death, the en-
tire Akmolinsk colony of the Bol-
shevik-Leninists was arreated at
night. Among those arrested were
the following comrades: Snoskar-
ey, ZFhaninev, Khugayev, Xenin
Djikayev, Zalavev, Gopundze, Kier-
ava, Tsint=pdee, Gasinoy Eimovy and
hig wife (Kirn) and myself, {(n
the night of their arrest, Znoy and
his wife, Kirn capltulated),

On the nexh day we were trans-
povied from Akmolinsk to the Pet-
ropavlovek  prison, In Petropay-
levak we were placed  lo Infected
eells. Together with ws were also
incarcerated foar comrades, local
worker-cnmmunisia  becawse  they
wele ienbers of (e ﬂ]1[ﬂ'&|§t1tl.|_|:|l. 1

reppeanbaer only one name,  That of
vanrle Chekanov, Twao of them
wiere exiled, nmg fo ArEhangelsk,

the otley po Weslern Siberin ; the
ilaer two werg sentencel toEetlier

with ns o three years in prison.
Infected CElls
Petropavlovsk prison, In
the infectsl cells all the comrades
with three exeeptions  {(comrades
Ehugayev, Idikayev, and myself)
cuntractipd spotted typhus, one after
amsther, They were transferred to
e eity hospital,. Foartunately thape
woere g martnlitiess. The moment
ther passed their erisis, the ¢on-
vilesoents wore ghipped to  the
prion  inflrmary. On t.he menl!'h

Ter Tl

month after onr arrest we wem
transferréd to the Verkhnl-Uralsk
asolltary.

'Jm't. At ﬁmt time, in the latter
prison, the incarcerated Bolshevik-
Leninists, to the nomber of «450,
called A genernl hunger strike in
protest against the prisen regime
and the arblirary treatment of the
BEalshevik Leéninlsta by the adminis-

L tration,

Tee Water

Prior to this first general hunger
atrike, as far brck as 1030, the pris-
on administration, with warden
Blzukov at the head, waed to lssge
orders to spray the Bolshevik-Loém-
inists with loe water (this, In win-
ter, In Siberlal)

The order wos excented. During
ihe hubbub, while our eomrades at-
tempted fo plug up the vents in or-
der to Etep the water from thelr
cells, the agenta of the G.FP.T. alm-
el the hoze directly into the eyes
of the comrades, as & result of this
comrade Pognsyan lost his eye-
slght,

And in April, 1531, a guard fired
hii= rifle through the barg of a eell

window, wounding comrade BEssay-
an in the chest. During the days
set for the oclebration of revolo-
tlonary holldays we had =harp
clashes with the prison administra-
tlom. On such days we were glther
forbidden to take our dally walk
or were beaten up for sioging the
Internationale,
Hooger Sirike

The administeation began to act
i little less barbarouwsly only aflter
the genoral 18 day hunger strike of
450 Bolshevik-Loaninists in the Ver-
khnl-Uralsk solitary, But toward
the end of 1831, on- the occasion of
Stalin’a rabld attack on Roesn Lux-
emburg (1 forget whether It was
on November 20 or 1) we were
gubjected to & geveral search at
night. The G, agents rushed
infio the cells at night and searched
every nook and eranny, In the
dark a desperate brawl cnsucd be-
tween  the imprisoned Bolshevik-
Leninista and the administration.
Bigukow the warden of the prison
received a8 substantial wallop on
the jaw. Many of ps were ted
houd and foot and dragged from
Thae eells,

The Honor Roll

I Hatr below the Imprisoned Op-

posliionisis in the Verkhni-TTealsk
solitary whose pames 1 am able to
recall :

(1) Dingelstedt; 2} Elzin: &)
Holntsev;, 4)Klukov, 5] Gorodet-
eki; B)Kostya Khngayvey; 7} Misha
Khngayeh: 8) Bazazyan; 9) Red-
azubov: 10 Asron Papelmelster:
11} Moses Papelmedster; 123 Misha
Papelmeister; 13) K. Popov: 14)
Mopova:  16) Rosa Smirnev; 16)
Ro=a Hesoea: 1T Lana Tranilovich :
18} Rabayan; 10) Tsintsadze; 20)
Zncrates  Gevorkyan:;  21)  Taind-
emdze, Jr.; 22}  Rolovean: 23)
Klunbodokov : 24 Garndlov ;  25)
Meluelee ; 263 Miwasyan: 2737 AMir-
itadeze; 3B} Pavlov: 29) Ziloyey,
a0y Fedorchenka: 313 Bhantoey:
3y Khngavesy, a.t'u:'l A1 Kuapytov;
#+) Kassel; 85) J. Drapkin; 34)
Gerdovsky: A7)  Btopalov: 38)
Gazarynn; 39)% Pogosyan (now
Blind, bot still in prison) : 40) Dav-
idow ; 417 Davivan; 42) Dimitriev
411 Btelin=ky ; 44) Demchenko; 45)
Sankyun; 40) Essayan; 47) Sas-
oon; 48} Avryan: 49) Yakovlev;
d Velodya Smirnov: 517 Valen-
tin Smirnov; 0§62) Avetlsa; 63)
Golubehik ; ) Zankov; G0) Sasa-
rov: G6) Peter (n cossack); GT)
Splialnik ; 53 Pestel,

Then there were three comrades

from Ceechoslovakian whoee names

unfortunately [  have forgotten.
One of them was a former member
af the BC.CI, 8 fervent partizan
of building the Fourth Interna-
tional (Tt is too bad that 1 fergot
the name of thls comrade).

{ Eqditar's note; Comeade Tarov's
memary falled bim I this  cnse,
Hecause of the similarity in the
nemes between the two countries,
I confused Jugosiavia with Ceeche-
oalovakin. He I8 here referring to
Jugoslay comradea Clliga, Twedlich
and Draguich. lign was net o
muEmbser of the EOCC L ot working
umiler the FBEO.CL In the Balkan
feberation. See the NEW AMILI
TAXNT, Jan. 25ih mnd Fel, Sih3y

TThere weré many, mauy  olher
comrades whose names, too, [ am
unable to recall

At the present’ time I am aware
of the following colonies of exiles:
t. large ope in Akmollnsk, where
comrade Musya Joffe (the wife of
the nofed Soviet diplomat, A, Al
Joffe who committed solcide—Ed. )
i, one In Frunze {comrades Zhau
1‘I'l-E'"|-' Kolfa Tsintsadze and oth-
erg); In  Uralsk—eourade  Jenny
and her husband ([ forgel their last
name), Comrade Jenny gnve birth
to 1t &on im May, 1933, o the Yer-
klini-Tlralek solitary,

Across the Border

.o Ome flne day 1 changed my jan™

clothes, rode to the rallroad sta-
tion, boarded & traln and bade
“farowell to the GPU. of Andi-

Bitting at the car window
I gazxed at the agenis of [he rail-
ways (G.P.U, whoe always line the
platform when the tralns are about

#o leave, ‘They stand with very
golemn faces as if on paradel,

As soon ag the trajo pulled away
from the station I tore to plecea
the document issmed to me by the
G.P.T. From that moment, 1 ceased
to be an exile,

I arrlved at Ashkabad, My orl-
glnal intention was to cross the
frontier over the Ashkabad mount-
aing, But 1t proved unfeasible
Gangs of bandits were infesting the
hille, T was ndvised not to try It
o 1 kept on riding, And when 1
wias no longer possiblé to go by
train, I walked on foot. After many
yvears of close  confinement, the
miraculons beavty of the seene took
my bremth away, but T had to keep
Ening, ..

The Local Population

The shore of the river iz my
road,  IL-leads to the village hill-
topa.  Affer 26 wversts, [ eome to
Mussulman villages. . The Inhabit-
ants are poeor bnt they have the
(neeg of freemen, They are badly
dressed, but vigorous and merry
peaple.  They conslder the Soviet
powear to be thelr own, but, in thele
opinion, somebsdy keeps hindering
them, the toflers, from getting the
boong of the Soviet system, ‘They
blame the spollers and thieves who
pillage the Soviet wealth and pre-
vent  the  toilers  from building
Snciallam  guickly.. They apoke
frecly about everything,

(e woman sald: “How can our
leaders fall to onderatamd this!
Mow, for lostance, they proposed to
us that we plant this year twice as
much in these hilla as we did hith.
ertn o peace time.  And in order
to fmlffll the plan, we began to H
berth onre pesterelands and meadows,
And now look. you see the pesult
before wonr own eyes,  Oor hills
have become bare, o0 skinny the
bones alome remain, In the old
daye we used to grow Httle bt we
got o sl denl, we Terfilized $he
land and gob goasd erops,  To o ous,
mountatin people, pasture-londs are
important. Ouwr village geed o have
1,600 cows, nnd 12,000 shecp, And
now, only 20 cows and 350 sheep.
How can we live well? And what
cnn we grow in these hills exeept
lentile? Tz 1t possible that tleess
wise people do not understand this®

The Villapers' Oplnlon

“*Iow mp they ', broke in an-
nlhier  woman  very  indignantly,
“I'ede people with lly-white hands
tihink that i we plant lentils we'l
get cream buatter, If they did not
butt in. our kolkbe: would have
five times more than iU has now
awd the State would get five times
ag march as It got hitherto, The
kolkhox s 0 good thing, particularly
for ns poor people, but the State
miys=—eyorything belongs to me, #
plece of bread is enough for vou.”

U. S. IMPERIALISM AT WORK

Roosevelt Carves A Latin American Empire

By JOHN WEST

Certnin  receat  developments in
the forelgn policy of the Rocsevelt
Administration have been redeiving
loss than the atbention they  de-
gerve, I refer specitically to o new
stage openly assounced by Hoose-
welt in hig Aunmnal Message to Coni-
gress.  Iu that adldress,  Hoosevelt
lavighed o considerable orvatovical
effort in painting contrasting ple-
tares of dark, war-laden, fyranny-
ridden Euvrepe, on the ong  hand,
ol the  enlightened, happy  and
peace-enshrined  Americas on the
other,

The possible Insecoracy of tha
picture 8 nat hinportant, Mo doulbt,
ta an Imperialist spokesman, such
minor disturbnnees ps the Chace
War (the pence treaty has not yet
been slgned), revolutions in Cuba,
vislent strikes, Insneeections:  aod
dictatorial eoups in  Vevezoela,
RBrazll, Chile, etc, are entirely
compatible with peace as fmperial-
iy nnderstands peace, RBuot Roose-
velt was of conrse  speaking for
more than the sake of rhetorical
eftect,

An “American League of Natlons™?

The remarks In the Annnal Mes-
pAgs ATe belng rapldly folloesed op,
Feelers have gone out, looking to-
ward a general conference of the
Pan-American matlons, The Ad-
minfatration publiclty has been
vague amnd inconclnslve in stating
the purpose of this conference. (ne
report hae it that an “American
League of Nattons” will be pro-
posed.  Another stabes merely that
It will attempt to coordinate the
various treaties between the Amer-
lean patlovg In order to provide
for a general treaty aystem guar-
anteeing peace on these two con-
tinentr, A third suggests a revl-
glon of the Monree Dectrine from
its present status as a “vollateral”™
polley of the 1. B, alone o a
“multilateral” dectaration of policy
on the part of all the American na-
tlons,

The partlcalar charvacter and
possible results of this proposed
gonference are nop declsive, What
must be nnderstood iz that Amer-
fean imperialism at this time sees
it fit and proper to restate publicly
to the world its traditlonal conten-
tion that the exploftation of the

American contineuts is the privi-
ledged and special functlon of the
bonrgealsie of the 1. 8 : and that
fin the “New-: World" all others
must osme A bad second,

The time 1z ledesd propltions.
Europe Iz occupled with grave in-
terinl crisis, England, besldes be-
ing directly involved in the imme-
diate Enropean crisls, faces wide-
gpremd  disturbances  throughout
her colonlal empire, Japan is going
steadily forward In her anneaneed
policy of peducing-the Far Bast to
bher provinees, and at the present
minent peither England nor the
1. & Iz yet ready to challenge
Japan openly.  What, then, could
be mare appropriate than o ceming-
e tor the rest of the world from the
1. 8. that in the struggle for the
re-division of fhe world—uow en-
tering the stoge of armed conflict
—ihe nations of the Amwericas are
n closed sphere?  And, when the
reminder is  aeeempanied hf the
greatest military and paval budget
i the peace-time history of any
conntry, It gaing much more than
ahstract slgnifieanca,

World Interests of the U. 8.

It must not be Imaglned that by
anneuicing groprietorship in the
Amerieas, the 1, 8, 1= giving ap
interests in the rest of the workd,
The ravenous needs of 1 B flu-
ance-copltal are not o easlly satls.
fled, The T, 8 reguirea alse Its
ontlets elsewhere, especially in the
Far East. Japan cannot be al-
lowed to march Indefinktely with.
ont  opposltion — elther  throogh
gung or aome more “friendly"™ dip-
lomatie arrangement. But the pres-
ent stake In the East 1s not yet 8o
high s that In the Amerieas; and
the 11, 8. 1& not at present requlred
to take actlon, Leading influence
in the Amerlcas, however, I8 a con-
gtant, enduring, and minimom re-
guirement. for T, B, imperlalizm,

The pale liberals, who ke us to
belleve that the T, 5. ls not an
imgserlglizt nation in the fall senso
of the word, are food of polnting
to its luck of colonies—In contrast,
for example, to Great Britaln—ito
its respect for amall nations, Its re-
jection of “territorial ambitions"
in poble opposition to the greedy
tyrants of the Old World. Soch a
view In extremely wseful to the

war-makers, who know that they
can enllst the masses in support
only of such high-sounding and
ldealistic purposes as the gdolense
of democracy, freedom, the righis
of the weak, And sueh n view is
ag false and treacherons ms all the
other phases of the betrayers,
Colonies of T, 5. Imperiallzsm
We must nol be decelved by
forms, A colofy i2 nol a colony,
in  the boasie economic meandng,
merely because it 18 called s0, Many

names are ufed: dominfon, mau-
date, “free state sphere of influ-
ence, “‘unim,” even kingdom  and

empire, are all, for example, names
which England employs, A colony
means in the economle seénse a
territory reladively yondeveloped in-
dustrially which 1s onder the eco-
nomic domination of some powerfuol
natlon, which ls exploited primari-
¥ by the bourgeolsle of that na-
tion. Huch economic domination
carries with it Inevitably a greater
or lesger degres of political domi-
pation. When the government of
the dominant nation controls the
hisle dircetion of the policles of
the subject territory, particulariy
in the sphere of “forelgn relations"
that territery iz a colony in polit-
te=al as well as economie fact, no
maiter what name may be used, no
matter what the “legal” standing.

In the baefe sense, Mexico, the
natlons of Central Amerlen many of
‘the Cnrelbean islands (e.g, Cuoba,
Porte Rico, Sante Domingoe), and
to o lesser degree many of the
Sowth Ameriean eountries | (espe-
clally Veneznela, Pern, Colombia,
Belivla), and even Canada, are
part of the colonial system of U8,
imperialism,

Thiz iz o fact well known to 1.
8. capitalists and to the 17, 8, gov-
erument. It is obviously revealed,
in one dircetion, by the heavy gov-
ernment subsldies to the U.5, shops
aperating within this syatem, and
by the extenslon of Pan-American
Adrwaye with the help of much
greater subeidles than those glven
to any other air line, The War
Depagtment analyses of the rela-
tive sitrength of the great powers
in material resources necessatry to
carry on the mext war treat these
territorles as colomles of the T. B.
In exactly the mame sense that the

varions dominlons are treated =
caloniea of Hngland,
American Capital

In these natlons the basle indus.
triea are almost all earried on by
U. 8 eapital. TUnited Fruit handle:
most of Central America—not only
the orchards (the chief industry),
but railegads, communications, ete.
BMandard Frult explolts the or-
chards of Mexieo, The oll Aelds
af Mexico, Venerpels, Bollvia, ape
chiefly Im T. B, hands. “The silver,
copper, and gold mines of Pern and
Mexieo are owned and raon by Cerpo
da Pascn apd the Hearat interests,
Genetal Motors, Ford and Chrysler
provide the astomobiles and rracks,
and bulld fectories in Canada and
assembly plants in the other coun
tries. The sugar industry of Cuba
iz owned throngh the great New
Tork banks, The U. 8 TUtiltles
and Communications companies op-
erate the power, light., and com-
munitations systems. Hoads and
government works have besn buoilt
In the perled sloce the war primari-
Iy through the hoge exportation of
1I. 8, capltal—passed on to the T8,
Investorz In bomds now mostly in
defanlt or fantastically deprociated.
Every Interstice of the economic
sfructure of these oations s plog-
Eed with 17, 8, capital.

In addition, guite natnrally, the
bnste politieal polleies of these na-
tions 18 controlled by Washington.
The gloved and friendly hand of
“the pood nelghbor” ie supplement-
el whenever necessary by the jron
of tattleships and marines,

Growth of U, B, Infloenes

The present relntlonship between
the 1. & and these natlons has
of eonre,  been developed over a
long pericd of time, indeed for
more fthan a century. Tis first
grandiose propbecy was the an-
nouncement of the Aonros Docteing
itself, in 1823, This, however, was
mueh more than the yoing natlon
eould have swallowed by - itself in
that pericd. It was made -possible
only becavse at that time it Atted
iote the plans of BEmgland, than
Jockeying In the European arena
agalnst the Holy Alllance of Prus-
gla, Aonstria, and Ruossis. Bince
then the hegemony of the T, 8,
has besn steadlly bullt up. devel-
opid not by the words of diplo-
matic notes and poblic speeches,
but by the actual relatlonship of
forces among the contending pow-
ers. Bngland has always remained
the principal contender, and ber
snpert skill and tradition in such
matters, added to her dominant

position during the 19th  century.
gave her offen the advantage—par-

tlcularly In such longer term pro-
Jects as the bollding of rallroads
{Argentine, Chile) and in getting
the chief trade in “hardware™ for
English mavufactorers. Before the
war, Germany came rapldly for-
ward, nnd threatened il England
and the U. 8, in South America.
But defeat In the War sant Ger-
many a long way back. England
remaime] and continues, and now
Japan  emerges more and  more
clearly, aggressively thrusting her
cheap  textiles and  miscellaneons
manufactores inte the Sonth Amer.
ican market,

Looking Forward to War

The U. 8., the most vigerous and
ipowerful nation of the rotting cap-
talist world, looks to the future.
U. 8. Imperialism sses the war ap-
pronching.  And slready it aims to
utillze the war crisis to strengthen
ita strangle-hald on the Amerlcas,
to reinforee ifts own eoloninl sys-
tem. From this as a basis, its eyes
o out to the potentialities of the
war aelf: to the chance of re-
maining aloof, In splendid isolation,
unfil the warring powers approach
mutual exhanstion, and then step-
ping in to decide the imsue, and to
hold the whip hand on & world
seale,

I, 8 Marxists must follow with
Increasing care the course of the
U. B “Pan-American™ policy, and
the events within the Central and
Bouth American countries.  Above
all, relatlons befween the revolu-
tlonists of these nations and thome
of the U, 5 must be greatly and
rapidly strengthened, In the ma-
Jority of these natious, ag even &
brief survey preoves, the revolubion-
ary stroggle iz 1dentical with ours:
in the most direct seunse it is pre-
cleely the struggle against 1. a.
imperialism. Thelr victories, conse-
quently. are oor wvictories, and we

are defeated In their defeats,

. 1 jorily

The woman -conflders] me a
iammunist. They were nol afrald
of communista, The only thing they
fearcd wme the Polltleal Dopart-
ment, The latter iz the abaolute
master of the village, and rolea
gverybody and everything in the
village.

The villagers were all  pregoou-
pied with the goestion of the work-
day. They were not interested in
anything ezcept matlers relating
to the kolkhoz. They did not view
ag their own affalr everything re-
lating to the kolkhoz. In their
minds, the kolkbos 18 r state enter-
prise managed by the Political De-
partment, while the kelkhoznikl are
merely laborers, working n  the
kolkhoz and receiving o meager
rontion  for thelr work-day. The
tatmlation of work-days Is on dis.
May on & wall in the village read
ing room. The meén and women in
the kolkox erowd around the tabu-
lntion to And owt who has the mosat
work-dars to her eredit. They were
all pre-sccoppied with this and, )
might say, with this alone.

.., Came the last and decisive
dar, It was noon, [ elambered
atop A amall monnd, covered with
fruft trees and began Assiduois-
Iv to study the locale. T fxed Ehe
poaition of the border patrols, A
mpendnm road cnt across the gar.
deng close to the river bank, The
padrals paced the road, | had te
sojze the opportunity—a few min-
ntea—to muke my wiay to the river
and plunge into the water, It was
impossible to take my things along.

. The centeista today do not
attach any partienlar political im-
portance fo the existence of the
CREnasian Mensheviks, The  Intier
have oompromised themselves in
the eves of Fhe brosd mnsses of fhe
toilers by thelr behavior doring the
Oerober revoluthon, And 1t 1= very
diicult o restore by means of
pheages the prerevolutionary av.
thority of fhe Hus=sian Soclal Dem-
seralic labor Party, That 1= why
they are not much of o danger to
the Stalinist vegime.  Oor 3‘!.'ll.lth
sees pothing revolutionary  in
Mensheviks, BEspecinlly fhe Georg-
fan Mensheviks, The youtl sco in
them only the return to enpdfalism,

The aathority of the dictutorship
of the proletariat s great in the
evea of the tollers of the [E.BR.
Htalin  hides hils counter-revoluo-
tlonary face precisely behind the
anthority of the dictatorship «f the
proletarlat. The exploited classes
s warmly acclaim the dictatorship
of the probeteciat because other-
wise it wonld be impossible o ex-
proprinte the copitalisis,

In the Verkhnl-Uralsk solitary
there were 16-28 Mensheviks, the
Georglans, I underscore
Georgian  Mevpabeviks  beecanse  In
contradt to others they hold views
that are peculinr, and desply chan-
vinlst and have nothing in common
with Imternationalism, They were
aet foee ;) only four remaining, Dar-
ing the hunger strike of the HBol-
ahevlk-Teninists, on the 4th day
they announced a twenty-four hoor
hunger strike as a protest agalnst
the arbitrary  {freatment of the
Baolshevik-Leniniste hy  the prison
administration, I happened to en-
gige In, conversation with two
Greorglan Mensheviks, 1 come gway
with the conclusion that they ave
wow gratified that one of “theim™,
THugaehwill (Stalin), la in power,
[ alaa had o discussion with « Zi-

e |

The river wag broad and the car-
rent rapid. I threw away-my sack
and bag. 1 pot on & militiry o8-
tume, but not the boots, and bare-
foot (I kept only my civilian cos-
tuma) I spalioed inte the open, and
procesded calmnly towards the bank.
Mo sponer did T reach the river,
quickly stripped off ihe undform
and wag about to tle on my elvillan
coatume when A ory came from o
diatance: “Halt!

With the clvillan clothes In my
hands I plunged into the water,
The patrols, without belng aware
where the cry was coming from,
ralsed an alarm and began Gring.
1 swam under the water, Reeping nn-
der as long as was possible, Wihen-
ever 1 stugk my head out for air,
1 heard rifie fire. The clothes be-
came waterlogged and hampsred
my progress, In the meaniime the
cnreent was rapldly earrying me
away, Below was the “foreign”
rock-bound  shore—the river In
floogd tlde—and shoutd the corrent
carry me further down 1 would have
n chance to get toa thag shore. |
foumnd myself compelled to abandon
my only suit, with my money in its
pecketa, 1 clamberiéd out on the
“forelgn’ shore, in my underwear,
For a long tlme I lay among the
redla. [ could observe the SBoviet
patrol: gpproach the river bank arnid
plck np my military oniform—they
nbviously thought that 1t was some
border-patrolman who fled away . .

And then T found myself once
arain sitting in Jail, thizs tloe o
“foreign" one. | .

Concerning the Mensheviks

onist, He tald me that the Zionkkbs
are mlee entering the Second later-
national, and he himself s a former
poclal-demacrat,  Durlng the con-
veraation, he sxpressed the oplnion
that the Menshevik soclal demo-
erafs committed on oonpardonable
mistake In the 1817 revolution, Le,,
they falled to conduct o decisive
pedicy for the conguest of @ power
annit fought against the dictatorshin
aof the proletariat,

.. Of the Mensheviks, Elonisiz,
Diashunks (membera of the Avosen-
inn natlonali=t party Dashnak-Tsa-
I:I1a;||:| kil ol lvera whom 1 ran nAerass
in exile wnd prizon, [ can say that
they are not dangerous to the Stal-
inlst regime The Hussian Menshe-
vika have wot yet direarded thelr
aold shirts, ng the gocial democrats
nhroad nre tryving to do. These old
peramalities are not harmfol  to
gtalin, He arvestod them fogether
with the communists in  ofder o
thraw n sceeen aronnd his cownber-
revolutionary actlons toward the
latter, Today, Btalin ia surroond-
od by the worst anti-proletarian el-
oments,

In jail I met alse communists
whn were incarcerated although
they wele in ngreement with the
“General Line” They were agdlnst
the exksting Internal  reglme (05
never enters the mind of these beg-
prs that a glven reglme 1z the re-
Lt of o glven policy.} The Men-
shoviks af  least  expressed  their
pridest neninst the broatality peoe
tieed wupon the Bolshevik-Leénlnists
by n one day hunger atrike, The
followers of the “General TiAne™ did
pot even do  thatl They did not
gven l=sie o wverbal protest, but
kept  sitting quictly alongelde us.
The Hed Army soldiers who, on the
oribers of the administration, fed
us by force—even they taunted the
siencral Tiners” for such cowardly
belinvior, . .

Mpls. Unions
Join Lewis

(Continued from Page 1)
510, Barbers WNo, @1, Bartenders No,
152, Cap Makera No, 1885 Auto
Mechanies 383, Latheras No, 184,
Plasterers No. 65, Plaster Tenders
No, 111.

A telegram from John T. Towia
was read to the delegaies, In the
telegram he expressed regret  for
nit bieing able to attend and clted
A% hiz reason for non-attendance
the fact that the Unlted Mine
Workers conventlon was now godng
on in Washington, D,

O a motion by ¥V, K. Dunne,
all delegates were pledged to go
back #o thelr organizabions and
secure permission to slgn the or-
ganlzation’s name to a new call
that will g¢ out shortly for o
broader conference on  the same
question, Betweesn the conferences
it was decided to set np a semi.
permanent committes whe would
carey oo the work.

A dommbtltes '.H seven was electad.
It will be Enown as the Continna-
tion Committes for Indostrial Or-
ganization, ‘This was perhaps the
most Important action taken at the
conference am it will set up here
In Minneapolis a center and clear-
Ing-hooes for indostrial onien ace
tivity. The first meeting of the
eommities will bhe Sunday, Feb,

During the dlsemssion that took
place, arcund the gqoestlon of In-
dustrial organization wversns crafi
"untons, it was shown by many del-
egaten that there ls & crying need
for a more efficlent type of work.
e’ economic organfeatéon  tham
can be organized onder the coraft

The Hesolutlons
the body
of

uninn  seb-up.
Commiiter reported to
witly three resolutions, fn all

which they recommended eonene
PENCE, .
MNr. 1, intredueed by Buollding

Laborers, 563, asked for support in
their strike on the Somner Fleld
project, adopted: No. 2, introduced
by- Tpholaterers’ Union, 61, agked
for mupport for the Strubwear
wirikers and called spon the entire
trade unlen movement to eall a
public meeting In thelr bebalf,
adopted ; No. 3, intreduoced by
Local 382, Aute Mechanles, called
for the relnstatement of 674 In the
Deivers” International, adopted,

Attention of the delegates was
ralled to the coming state-wide
WPA conference which will be
held in General Drivers Hall, 257
Plymouth Ave MNorth, Saturday
and Sunday, Febroary 8 and 9. All
unfone were requested to send dele-
Eates,

The Resolotlons OCommittes, In
conjuonction with the Continpation
Committes was Instructed to
draw up & statement setfing forth
the alms and objectivea of the com-
ference to be released to the pab-
¢ press. The meeting adjourned
it 4 o'clock,

STRIKE DANCE
Strikers at the Tothsteln plant
in Bore Park are runoing a danée
and entertainment om Saturday.
Peb., 22 at 8:30 P.M. in the Grand
Ballroom of the Boro Park YTMH.
A, 14 Ave and 50 8t Auspieta of
Bore Park Labor Conferenoe for

the benefit of the strikers,

e T
HIKE WITH LUMEN CLUB
To Tibeita Brook Park
Smniay February 18
Btarting ‘from Wobdlewn Statlon
11 AM. Friends and sympathizers
arg invited to come along.




