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20,000 Oppositionists Expelied
From the Communist Party of the
SovietUnioninRecent’Cleansing’

Forces :F the Fﬁl;lrth International Grow in the Strongest Fortress of Stalin-
ism; “Purging” of Critics Conducted by G.P.U. Behind Backs of the
Membership; Prepare Another Mass Ousting for Spring

By LEON TROTSKY

A new cleanzing s belng con-
cluded In the so-called Communist
party of the Soviet Unionm. This
time it bears the modest label of &
“check-up on  party credentials”™
The difference between this purge
and all those that preceded ir lles
in the fact that it Is belng effected
without even the oomiloal particl-
patlon of the party [teelf: no
Eentral meetlngs, no personal con-
Tesslons, Do public denvnelations,
noe corroborating  testimony, 'The
checking machinery operates on-
tirely bebind the scones: for, yom
see, this 13 merely a2 matier of
“eredentiale.” In  reality approxt-
mately 10 percent of the parly has
“been expelled as a resalt of this
modest  téchnleal check-up.  The
check-up of party candidates has
not been completed as vet. But al
ready. moany more than 200,000
have bien ejected from the ranks
of the party. Let ws recall, fnel-
dentally, that this was nlmost the
numerical gtrength of the entlrs
Bolshevik party duoring the perlod
when it led ¢he proletariat to the
conquest of power,

The Categories of Expelled

The January 2 iwne of Pravdn
breaks down fhe fAgures of the ax-
pelled nto the following maln ente-
gorles: “From ‘Trotskyists, Zino-
vievists, opportunists, double-deql-
ora, alien  elements, anenk-thieves,
ndventarers down to sples of the
foreign agencles,” The liar, ¥l
will observe, reproduces the Een-
eral formuls of all Theemddarian
amalgams, Tt wonld he utterly
naive to become “indignant” over
the coupling of Trotskyists with
sneak-thieves and spies. Every re-
Eime at loggerheads with the
peopls persecutes, on the one hand,
the revolutionlsts and on the other
eriminals. From time immemorial
thede two categories lved slde by
gide in the prisons of the Crar, as

has recently so correctly polnted
out, has barred them from all ap-
proach to the new generations in
the ¢lty and country. And as the
Jugoslay comrade Cillga, yester-
day's captive of Stalln, has stressed
on several occaslons, the only serl-
ous oppodition in
that of the Bolshevik-Leninists, Im
other words, the opposition |:-:=|

petty-bourgeols  democracy, bat |
from the conquests of the October
revolutlon, and marches woder its
banoer. Let us keep this fact Arm-
Iy in mind, for it 1z of colossal im-
portance for the foturve.
I ]

After all the preceding purges
and eampoigns of physienl exter-

Rebel Spirit
Stirs Akron
Gunj_'\_f_liners

Successful Sit-DownStrikes
Impel Militant Action
n Rubber Unions

By JACK WILSON
AKRON, Ohio. Feb, 10—In a
powerfnl  display of  organized
strength that amazed and alacmed
the tire companies, thousands of
rubbisrworkers Jolned in  varions
spontaneons “sltdowns" at the Blg
Three plants here during the past
two woeidks which had serfous pos
Hibflity of spreading into an indus-
'y wide strike gotil the workers'

deminds were malnly met,
These “sitdowns”™ began al Fire-
stone which Involved 2000 workers

they lve today In the prisons of
the bourgeslsle af the entire world,
Kerensky In his own tlme swore
again and Again that the Bolshe-
vike were In collusion with black
hundred gangs and German aples,
Stalin remaing enticely troe to fra-
ditlon. Instead of growing “indiz-
nant™ over the statistle amalgam,
let wa analyze it more closaly,

Firat of all we note the atriking
fact that from among the mere
than 200,000 expelled, the “Trot-
skylsts" are officially assipned the
first place. Does this imply that
they are so lnrge a group numerie-
ally? Or (= #t that the bureancricy,
after liquidating “the remnants
and splinters” of Trotsksistes no
less than ten times, still continues
to conslder them as Hs most dan-
PerolE enemy?  Both, We shall
shortly prove on the basis of off-
clal statistics that the pamber of
the expelled Bolshevik-Leninkets
during the last ecleanslng alone
(the latter part of 19485) amounts
to no less than 100000, and, in ef-
fect, a grent many more, The bes-
tlality of the repressions 1= ample
indieation of the extent to which
the burcaucracy fearg this “epte-
Eory.”

The Chief Oppesition Foree

The Trotskylsts and Zinovievists
are commonly lomped togetber inm
a single category by fhe officlal
accounts, The Zinovieviste alwaya
represented o purely TLeaingrad
grouping, In other parta of the
country they ‘conslsted of ooly
scattered {ndlividuals, and they
never had an Independent political
phyalognomy, Ist alone thelr Insta-
bility. Thus we obtain six cate-
gorlea of the expelled: 1) Bolshe-
vik-Leninists; 2) ZEinovieviata; 3)
“opportunims” (recorded hers more
for aymmetry and camouflage: the
Individual reports do not mention
them at all as a rule; 4) double
dealors and alien elements (former
White Guards, ete): 5 soeak-
thleves and adventnrlsts: 6) forelgn
#ples, With alight variations there
categories are repeated In the dis-
trict reports, correspondence, lead-
ing articles, ete.

Before passing to the analysis of
the quoestlon of the numerical
stréngth of the Bolshevlk-Leninists,
we wish to point out that not a
slogle lating of the categories of
the expelled or any of the commen-
taries_we have examined, contains
any mention elther of the Menshs-
viks or the Soclal-Revolutionaries.
Both thess partles are politeally
non-gxistent. Thelr reactiomary

_Erld bronght complete vietory of the
‘umion ag8 explained in the previous
izque of the MNew AMilitant,

The “sitdown” ides spread to
Gondyear wherg another 20080 worlk-
ora aupparcted the refusal of the tire
curing room to toke & wage cuk,
Although the company failed to re-
acind the cut, they dikd not dare
carry ot o written order to apread
the et Bo plant 2 as the workers
prepared to ghot down the plant
under leadership of the Goodyear
local of the Tinlted Rubberworkers
of America,

Then. ticebullders af Goodrich aat
down FPriday night because one of
(Continued ou Page 2)

AP on Daily

Fallbor's Moete: On Jannary 28
Tawon “Trotsky sent the following
cable to the Assoclated Press
from Honefoss, Norway:

Hearst Press published
article about political perssention
in the Soviet Union pretending
that jt was written by me.
Friends cabled me requesting to
know the truth of the malier
through
sociated Press. [ never gave any
article to the Hearst press with
which I have no relatlons what-
soaver, The artlcles which were
published or uwsed without
{in
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policy In 1017, as comrade Tarov

the epunfry s |.

Bonapartism in the Sovlet Union!

mination It seems almost Ineredible
that among the warlous categories
of the srpelled—not hundreds, Dot
thousands, bat & minimum of 200,
(Wl —ihi Holshavik-Tenlnizsts should
bt listed in the first place, How
many of them were there? The
Soviet press rvefralns eautiously
from eiting any totals on this score.
Oonly in individual arcticles, and re-
marks dealing with provinces and

flows mot from the principles of  districts do we ran across direct

or indirect (most often indirect)
mention of the number of the ex-
pelled “Trotskyists,” This Iz the
data we propose to dwell apon,
In the Doyeper-Pedrovsk Provines
Khatayevich, secretary of the
Dayeper-Petrovek provimee, reports
in his artiele that during the check-
(Continuned on Page 3)

Find WPA
Head Guilty
OFf Murder

Woarkers jurv Unanimous

in Verdict; NUL, WAA
Leaders Speak

TOLEDD, Feb, S—8evern], hug-
dredd WA workers, who braved
aub-zero bligsgard  woeather  here,
woere aronsed to o fghting  piteh
bellnny o gthee disclesures of the in-
iman  circomstances surrodnding
the death of Alooze Walker, WP,
A, worker who was permitted to
frecze to death on a W.IR A pro-
Ject Bere thive weeks ago, The opan
irinl of the W.P.A, administration
for murder was conduocted by the
WA, Workers Unlon thir after-
ngore ot the Hol Davla anditoeriom,

Tz trinl was held in connection
with a mass profest meeting o de-
mand better conditions, honrs and
wages on the W. P A, Arnald John-
gon, exccntivesgerernry of the Xa-
flonal  Unemployed  Leagoe,  and
Gerry Allard, central Iineis chale-
man of the 11linois Workers Alll-
miee s lemder of the stare hunger
march to Springfeld, ., last sum-
mer, were the guest speakers,

The Physician Testifles

Boute incredolity was apparent
Ab fivat when Art Preis, anlon pres-
ifdent, acting ns prosecnting attor-
mey slated that he was golng to

(Continuwed on Page 2)

Trotskv Cables Denial to

Worker Lies

Denounces Repressions Against Bolshevik-Leninists
by the Stalinist Bureaucracy

obialn permission to leave the
Soviet Unlon Clliga resorted to &
bunger sirike and was subjected
to forcible feeding. He slashed
his wrists but was preveoted
from sulelde. Theousands of ex-

Mooney

FundsBadlyMNeeded toFight

Appeals
For Aid

FEBRUARY 15, 1936

New York Dressmakers

Force Bosses to Terms

Activities of Calif.

Frame-up Crew

County Jail No. 1.
Ran Franclseo, Calif.
February 1, 1836,
Mr, James P, Cannon,

New Milltant,

New York Clty, N Y.

My dear Cannon:

Om Monday, Febroary 3, the hear-
ing on wmy petition for a habeas
corpiis writ will be resumed bhefore
the referee appointed by the Calif-
ornfa Suopreme Court, Once more
that monstrous serpant-—the Moon-
ey-Hillings frame-ap will cawl
from fta bed of asllme, ralse its
ghastly head, display itz fangs awd
fnject ite demdly poizon into  the
blood-strean of  publie opinlon in
thie hope of paralyeing it so that we
may be held In prison aotll death.
Thia heaving ta bringing our strig-
gle to a new crisis where we need
vonr moral and finaocial help more
than #¥er belore,

We have proved that all the
material avidence, all matters of
identification as to onr pariicipa-
tion in the crime was pure and
unadulteraled perjury.

We have proved that the Iis-
trict Attorney and the Polies De-
partment had conscious Enow-
ledge of that perjury when they
presended it to the court that con
victed ps.

We have proved (hat they de-
likerately suppressed and coneeal-
ed yvital evidenee that wonld have
conclisively established our in-
TR,

This hearing is of vital [wport-
ance not becanze there = much
Dope the Callfornin State Supreme
Court may grawr my wrlt, but be-
eyt G0 = Pl Chua] spep in carry-
FIIH' the ease forwanl to the United
Sfatea Bupreme Conrt where thers
& renl inpee for fnvornble aetbon,

An ffrgan of Keaction

Wi know withh positive Enowledge
rhat the Xonpeeime Conet of Calif-
ornln if=elf s froan fhe beginning
been part aod pareel of fhi=z mons-
Lrois Tepne-ug,

Fdge F, W, Henshaw, Instice of
the California State Sopreme Conrd
for more phan  toweaty YUAFR, WAs
driven from the beneh in shame as |
A rmesnlt of  dizclosares  brought

Spurs Organization

By ARNE SWABECK

The A. F. of L. "will not tolerate
within it an organization challeng-
ing the suprema:zy of the parent
bedy.” “This uitimatom against the
Committee for Industrial - Orgnni-
zation, Wm, Green delivered fn
person to the Tnited Mine Work-
ers oonventlon and when he got
the auswer he deserved, he pro-
tested and Insisted that his e
marks had been “unfairly™ inter-
preted as an altinmatam,

In the answer given, the seven
teen handred delegates voted unan-
imonsly to sopport the Commitbes
for Industrial Organizatlon aod to
support ijts polley of industrial on-
fonjiam, ‘They wobed authorization
to the afficers to withhold per-cap-
fin tax payments to the A. F, of I.
shonld such action be deemed nec-
SHRATY,

This was the high polnt of a re-
minrknble conventlon, It was known
in advanee that its declsions would
have an important  bearing  wpson
the outeame of the present contlict
in the A, F. of . over the fudos-
trial union issue, ‘The econvention,
therefore, received the undlvidedd
attention from all sections of the
labor movement and, weedlesz o
say, not the least from the A,
of L., bop burcaueracy,

Crushing Defeat for Green

Wm Green faced o zopreme teaf,
Hig FExecative Comnei]l had demand-
il that the OO, disolve. He ap-
peared before the miners’ conwven-
tion in the role of a patriarch pre-
giding over the great family of
trade wuwiens, in which, he =ald,
e of it5 mewmbers wera o “opan
rebellfon,” Althongh he wndoubt.
clly wsed wll his pewers of persoa-
Fion, he oid it leave o very pow-
erfal  Impression, The  delegates
listened to him In stony  silence,
broken new and then by & chorns
af toosa.  John L. Lewls on the
other hand whillzed to the Ffullest

about through the ]-:E-ISH.'IIIEIT defEnge.
He aeerepted = bribe of almost n
million dellara for his deci=ion in
the Falr Wil Case. The IMnsmare
dictograph report disclossd JTnstice
Menshaw as the intellectual gulding
avil genions 1y the Mooney frame-
[Ehi R

The California Staté Supreme
Court In the 1930 hearing on War-
ren K. Rilllnga applieation for a
puevdbonn, deelared that thers wins Do
frame-up, that all the perjurers told
the trath in 194, and their [aters
recantirtion: and confessions of per-
jury were the resalt of the connlv-
ance of anr defense commiftees,

The minerity opinfon of ong of
ita  meermbers, Justice Willlam  H.
Langidoen, conatitubes the grestes)
imdictment ever written of any Su-
preme Conrd o majoerity  opinfon,
The Californla State Supreme
Ciourt represents the same povwerful
tinancial Aand  industrial @ reaction-
ary foree that framed ns becaose
of our layal devetlon fto the reade
nulon movemaent. Thag Conrt still
CAFEeR On.

Frame-up Crew Stll Aclive
Juige Henshaw, Detective Swan-
gor, Jury Fareman MacKNevin and
Chief of Police White of the Paclf-
ic Gas and Electrle Company are
wll «dead. But the Hving frame-up
crew  will  spread  thelr  polson
through the newspapers of the na-
tlon durlng the month of Febrouary,
erying out anew for our blgod,
The anapiakable C.M Flekert, for-
mer THatrict Attorney by the prace
of the United Rallroads, who was
going to pse Tom Moeoney's gallows
a8 a cappalgn platferm  for the
governorghip in 1818, now a derelict,
will be washed and dressed for his
part and dragged from his long and
well deserved oblivion once again
tor serve his God=—Mammon. His
chief masistant, Bdward A, Cunha,
who was To succasd him as Distriet
Attorney as a reward for his part
in the foul frame-up will again help
him with all the venom and cun-
ning of hiz polsonons hatred,
Steve Bunner, Lieutenant of Po-
Hee in 1808, who coached perjurer
Oxman, 18 now & retired Captain of
Follee with one huondred thoumand
dollare In his bank account. for
which he gives no explanation tp
poblic officials, now investigating
charges of pollee graft and extor-
tion, They dare not prosecotes him,

fearing he may tell all he knows

extent all his showmanship ralent,

Miners Convention Hurls
Defi at Green Ultimatum

Complete Solidarity with Irdustrial Union Movement

in Other Industries

lending =0 much greater effect to
the declslons made, In this reapect
the econvention was magnifcestly
ataged,

When Green had finished his ad-
dresgs, John . Lewls asked those
delegates who had changed their
minds becanse of the address
astand up. Two men stood up, Fol-
lowing this Lewls asked how many
believed the CI0O, sghould be dis-
aplved. A lone delegate stood up.
To the Anal guestion how many be
lieved that the policies of this con-
vention shoold be caccied oot, all

and cheers,
Green and exclaim: =1

Mine Workera™
Miners Branch (ot

Tiwhiwd,  The  eoal miners

organization in the A.

vhe streagth of thelr unfon

coal minera in the counfry,  Alost
typleal of the revent gains Is the
fact that the whole of the state of
West Virginda §8 wow  organbosl,
where formerly, aml partienlarly in

coal aperpfors and theic henchmen
In governmental offfiées  for
Eept the wnion oot
Conscious of thelr strength, 1he
oal miners in thizs convention de-
olded also to extend the onfon to
embrace all  workmen “in and
areund  oonl  procesaing.  plants”
‘This, when earried owt, would add
{Continued on Page 2)

MeatPackers
Laurch Drive

In Ind ustry
Alffiliaste with Cl1O; Fight

for Unrestricted Indus-

trial Charter in AFL

MINNEAPOLIS, Feb, 2 — Tiw
progressive anlong in the packing
houze indistey have jnined forces
with rhe national movement for in-
dusteial  unlonkan through  the
formal lawnehing of the Committes
for Industrindl Orgaofzotion o the
Packivg House Industry, This ace
tion was taken by the delegates to
the eonference nt Cedar  [Eaplds,
lovwem, on Febrmary 1 and 2, The
poticmig Al recommendations  of
the eonference delegates are to be
stibmitted fo the membership of the
partlcipating local unlons for ap-
proval, It Iz anticipated that such
approval will be guickly granted
anid  the Commitfes bnsfrocted to
procesl Immedintely to {ts tnsks

The Committes for Industrial
Organdzatbon in the Packing House
Indnztry il direct It  attention
immediately toward the work of
sgecuring  the aMiatlon of other
prioking house unjons, All Indepen-
dent mnlona and A, F. of L. gnlons
in the industry will be contacted
Ly the eommittes. Contacta will
nlas be sought among the yiorgan-
ized packing honse workers and
those belomging to company anlong,

The frst actlon of the conmittes
will b to establish & resenreh com-
mittes for the porpose of securing
statistlcal information necessary
o clearly demonstrate the nDeed
for unity of actlon in the Indostry,
The Informatlion, tegether with

other educational materlal will be

circulgted throughoot all packing
houss cefifers, In the near futore
nn official news organ will be es-
tablished by the committes, Viedt-
ing committees will be sent out
from time to time by the local
unions, and a8 quickly s cireum-
stances will perm#t, organizers will
be sent Into the fleld by the com-

(Centinned on Page 2)

(Centinued.on Page )

Unions Join

22 Locals Take First Step
in Conference; 574
Repiesented

MINNEAPOLIS, Feb, 2. —The In-
dugtrial TUnion Conference onlled
by Loeal @65, Miscelleneous Worlk-
ek, conveldsd Samlay moroing ot
ten o'click at 53 Hennapin Avéenoe.
The metting was opened by Swan
A=gnrson of Tocal #85, Assarson
hriefly expreased the alms and ob-
Jectives of the conference, pointing
ant the Inevitable drift towards in-
dustviel unionlem that was taking
Mace and stabed that no  matier
how much we attempled to avold

fo e settled o Why oF the other,
He then read the proposed agends
which was as follows: Election of
Chairman,  election
electlon of Credentinls Comendttes
of three, and Resolutlons Commit-
tee of flve, discussfon by delegates,
repart of commithees, other busi-
ness and adjournment, HRobln Lats
of Local 188, Laundry Workers,
wag elected chajrman and Hillard
Amith of 82, Auto Mechanles, was
selected as secretary,

The Credentials and Resolutions
Commitiee was then elected. After
some discussion by delegates, the
Credentials Committee reported
that there were 48 delegates pres-
ent, reprepenting 22 local unlons,
The followlng organizations were
present, with delegates: Geners'
Dielvers Mo, 874, Electrical ‘Work-
arg No. 180, Flectrical Workers No.
202, Asbestos Workers No. 34, Pet-
roleom Workers Mo, 10802 Twin
City Pederal Workers No 1813, Am-
erlcan Federation of Actors, Bulld
Ing Laborers No. 563, TIphlsterer
Mo, 81, Woodenware Workera No.
1858, Bheet Metal Workers Mo, 34,
Laundry Waorkers No, 183 Mi=cal-
lanecus Workers 885, Phoby Fn-
gravers No. 8, Brotherhood of Lo-
comative Englnesrs and Flremen,

{(Contimued sn Page §)

delegates arose amid handelapping

After this demonsieation of wna-
nwimity, Lewis was able to tarn o
teued, air,
vou will carry back te your organ-
izatlon the amswer of the Tnibed

T
given an auswer thoronghly in ae-
cord with rthelr splomdid tradition
s militent anforiats, They spoke
as members of the most pawerfol
F. of L.,
whade expresslon of oplnlon must
i necepted in sarnest, No donbt
ther conl miners foel eonfident that

NEW MILITANT
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Stre;é;h of
Union Forces

NewContract

Report Gains on Major
lssues of Conflict

With Employers

After weeks of negotiations
breaks In negotiations and threats
of atrike, the bosses’ assoclation,
recopnizing  the strength  of the
union, have agread to & contract
with the Joint Board of the Dress-
makers, ILGW.T,

While the detalls of the agres-
ment are not yet publie, it is uo-

deratend  that all gaing made in
the 1048 general strike are retained
and In some cases improved, The
miain questlon at lssme was the
sefting up of adegquate machinery
te prevent the robblng of workers
hy chizelling contractors, “Bettle-
ment of priees on the jobbers
premises ;  lmitation of contrac-
tora: the unit or sclentlic method

el nz ngreed b,

Ab rles present moment Ainal flu
fahing tenchez are being added to
the ngreement, Meatings have beep
arrmuged by the bosses’ nesecia-
tions to ratlfy the terms. The wn-
fon 13 In search of halls [arge

hus
beon restored ; connting over G500,
i members, the union pow om-
braces about RS percent of all the

Logan Connty, fhe terrovism_of the

VTS

Minneapolis

Lewis Set-up

the question it would Anally have

of  Becretary,

enough to seat thelr gntire mem-
bership for ratifcation meetings,
While wnion demands for the 30-
fionr wedk and gemeral Increases in
the minimnm wage rate have not
been met, it s cxpected that fol-
lowing the report of the negotiating
eotimittes headed by President Du-
binaky and ViesPresldent Hach-

mamn, the terms will be aceepted,

Thee nnion leaders state that the
complele  preparations made for
ihis strtke and the enthusiastic
itemaietralioneg And moss mestings
held last Friday, when the entlire-
mmnbership stopped work and pa-
raded &0 Madison Sqgoare. Garden
aml other halls, had a wholesame
effiett on the bosses and was a de-
termining factor in winning the
agreement,

Alayor LaGuoardla iz attempting
e clalm some credit for the settle-
ment bot the dressmakera, looking
at the results of the mayors “medl-
atlon" in other cases where unlons
were weak, give the eredit to thelr
own solidarity and 100,000 dress-
makeéra can't be wrong!

L.aundrvStrike
Remains Solid

In 9th Week

The militant =trike of Hrowzx
Inmnddry  workers, organlzed  in
Tlauwmdry Drivers Local Bl now
in its ninth seck, iz still effectively
ovippling operation of the plants
Deapdte  poliee  terror amd  the
stelkelbireaking tacties of city rellef
authnrities, the apirit of the strik-
ers, their wives [organized in la-
dles’” amxlliarfes) and familles [«
hilgh nnd they are determined "to
win,

The pollee have pusoed a poliey
of arresting a8 many sirlkers as
possible, holding them  on  every
conceivable charge, in order to
ateip the plcket lines of man power,
To date ower 150 arrests have taken
Mare on charges ranglng from dis-
orderly eondiaet to kKidnapplog,
Connsel feed and ball are dralning
thée anion Eréeasury and sopport 13
gravely nosded.

The shortage of gstrike rellef
fnnds has compelled many of the
workerg to fturn to Homes Rellef
authorities for ald. ‘Without ex-
ception thelr applications have been
rejected alnce they refused to senb,
But the action of city réllef of-
clals, pollee and feactionary jud=es
has been unable to break the ranks
of the strikers,

Last Friday the unfon called a
eonference of labor organlsationg
to obtain ald for the strikers,

The union s asking all . sympn-
thizers and workers to refuse o
glve thelr laundry to the follow-
ing companies: ABC, Bond, Btork,”
Brnow White, Sterling, "Sup, Sun-
bright, North American, New Yotk
{Chester), Flanet, Pretty, 1
Francla, Regend, Jummel, MManhtmt-
tan, Mirrolike, Westbur--11'g"-

bridge and Starlight lavndrd come

e,

of =eitling plece rates” are report-,



