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Social Security and the Class Struggle

THE TOWNSEND PLAN

The Panacea of a Quack Doctor

The United HStates s a country
of colossml eocial contradictions.
Here exist slde by slde the great-
est wealth and the- direst poveriy;
the most advanced indostrial tech-
niques and the biggest army of un-
employed ; the most confdent of
ruling ¢lasses and the most restless
of peoples; unsurpassed helghts of
techonologleal development and am
extremely low level of politcal life.

The frictlon and energy =Eener-
ated by the clash of these antagon-
istlc conditions give a tremendons
impetos o all seclal movements in
this country, Ttoplan crosades to
reform capltalfsm, like Technocra-
cy, Flsa up dverblght and sweep
through the middle classes ke
pralrle flres. The easlly combost-
ible soolal materlal distributed in
large guantities among the middle
classes, s bowever, quickly con-
gumed, These middle-class reform
ard Tioplan movements have nelth-
er stamina nor stabllity. They
fada away as speedlly as  they
sprlng to life, Jeaving only the
wreckage of ruoined bhopes behind,

The American workers are pot

mllﬁ fnto political action g
thelr own accounk so ensily as the
middle elpsses. (Thelr wrath bourna
mbote slowly but more sarely.)
They find thelr first Acld of organ-
zation and action on the Industrial

world economy—is directly refleat-only dangerous in principle; it is
ol In the absence of any national | hopeless In any practical sense. No
system of soclal insurance compar-|capitalist country could concelvably
able to those which were estab- |afford the ocosts of administering
Uehed before and after the war io|and financing such a plan withoot
other democratic couniries. Almost|golng lnte bankruptey. For thia
every BEuropean state (Ingluding | reason, if for no others, capitallst
Germany before Hitler disearded | politiclans will see to it that the
them wholesale) had been foreed to|plan i not adopted. However, the
institute some system of state pro-|demand for old-age penslons 1a very
vision for the aged, the unemployed, [ powerful and canbot be casily al-
the Industrially injured, ote, long|layed. If the movement becomes
before t(hese gquestlons acquired pa- | sufficiently threatening in the rad-
tlonal political -importanee on this | lcal form of the Townsend Plan, it
aide of the Atlantic, will become necessary to derall the

Untll recently, the polley of | WOvement by palming off some
|nissez faire and the devll take the | barmless substitute npon thepeople.
hindmost prevailed in regard to|Another thin plank wil have to be
social services as in so many other|added to Roosevelt's spurlous soclal
spheres of Amerlcan lfe, “Charity” | ¥ecurity program.

was no concern of the Fwderal gov- The Str"yﬂ'le fﬂr

ernment ; at most 18 might be the
conera o the separate sates: DU 4 corpect sirugele tor socal i
tlan duties {0 Iudividuoale, rellg- ::::;‘:l;:mm;m it ::-:,-_rfm n;
ivus groups, or plutoeratic philan- i |
thropy. The system of administer- Ezude i::- m;:fm:m[::m?t :E,_?JI:::
ing rellef to the aged and the wn- hnmﬂuuunﬂ a rounded program of
cuployed was long divided between immediate social demands: ade-
petty public and private usem‘{ﬂ—f quate cash relief; B coordinuted
with the result “‘B:Itilr:'l‘ "ﬁ;‘;ﬁmﬁ pan of publie works, unemploy-
the nesdy were ment insueance. the universal B0
heur week, ete. Sweh o rounded

neglected or  supporied by their)
l'm:y!'lie—s and friends. program 15 contaioed o the Work-
This lnlﬂam-rﬂ‘lﬂr‘pﬂl!ﬂ hns been e Becurity Bill of the National
Unemployve] Teagne, Becond, soclal

front, Birike after strike in the
past period’has demonstrated that
when American workers are nroms-
¢d and ready for combat, they
apring inte action with the power,
ferocity, and agllity of tigers. We
can be confldent thatl, once they
take the road of independent polit-
ieal action, they will move as fast
and as furtously in politics as they
are doing today on the industrial
NrENnA.

The social reforms  secuted by
ghe people under a capitalist regime
nre invariably by-products of the
class struggle. They are exacted
from the bourgeolsle by organized
soclal force: and granted because
of thelr fear of the consequences of
refnsal. The number of social re-
forma aceorded to lts cliizens is an
aecurate gauge of the degrees of de-
velopment of the clasa stroggle in
any bourgeols demoeracy. The im-
maturity of the class struggle in the
United States—thanks to the ex-
ceptionally fortunate position ocou-
pled by American capitalism in

The Townsend Crusade

The Townsend Old-Age Penslon
Plan, which was reatrioted a year
age to the West Conast, has today
become a national crosade, embrae-
ing milliona of people aud counting
thongands of clubs throughont the
countey, The Townsemw]l Plan has
made the iden of old-age penslons a

radieally roversed since 1933 Hard
on the heels of the grantlng of 0b-| Louieeg shonld be financed by in-
come taxes upon the wealthy, not

cmployment relief  follows the de-

wand for other forms of soclal {4, yyles guxes upon the poor. Third,

lief, unemployment, disabllity, old-f L. sene for these demands must

age, maternity, widows" awl rotli- bie 0 clags-struggle Aght, not o class-

ers' insuranee. The most HH“*"’S:'E' rollaboration lobby.

Fl £ d{T] i for old-

-:t_g;h'pﬁﬂhﬂ?j: hE.Ic.;]:_, I'IT'E'E:;““:' tnse-|  Melther the Townsend Mlan nor

i ' tegration. and| e Hossevelt Social Beeurity Aet

enelty, ecopomic dsintegr pases nny of these tesbe The
nuemployment  provistons  of  the

widespread unemployment, the tem-
social Security Act do not inclode

dency of  Amerlean  industry and
fhee present  unemployed ;. workers

buisiness o discard all b tt::r
r 0Tk

romnE Al oSS BTN can enjoy itz benefits ouly if the
whitos enpel  anemployne  ineur-

erd: the ten-vear increase in the

v lfe-spnn of the Ameriean

e, I giee laws, and (hen only affer fe-
served have been bunilt ap for Lwo

people, have given bivth to o de-
venrs (=0 far only nine states have

mand for old-age pensious which is
h
being heprd thronghout the lengt e T iamdTs M
ngricalineal, professional, and Jdoe-

uf the land. “If military val.cmn:
. i, licn

AfE eablsiely te CONABSS, mestie workers are excluded from

il application. The payroll meth-

eppe, and pei=ions  from the gove
o oabonld not we socinl
GERINAL WY B0 wl of fuancing weemployment  §n

voterans recelve as much,” the old

5 e wnder  the Act differs Qo
wople are asking, And along comes| SITARCE Wl :
Iin-.annm:ﬂ with nn answer to|only one resm*m:. from the sales-
thelr prayers. Such l= the soclal|fix. While the sales-tax s levied

ab the point of purchase, the pay-
Ivall tax i= levied at dhe point of
produetion, The result la the shme,
The cons=uiilng  sses  font  the
Billz tn the foru of higher prices.

The Fragier-Londeen Bl now

) Lefore Congress, which 18 spoiEored
five economists in the nniversitles. |y o commuist  party, avolds

the editorinl writers in the metro-{ . gy fwn of these errors bot is

solitan papers, the publiclty men of} o npe o the third. It provides for
the capitalist parties are busy I8 .0 enongive system of socinl
suing blosts against it. Meanwhile, | oo 0 nnn for oix eategorics of the
the Townsend Clubs are becoming popnlation, wemployment, self-em-

backzround ont of which The Town-
wieitdl movement has emerged,

Sitlery npon the  puovemsent i ak-
tompds o smash il The col=erva-

political issue of the first magni-
tude. Mot sinee the days of the
temperance movement has  there
been anything gaite like it. In fact,
the organizational and political
methods of the Townsend Clubs ane
modelled atter those of the Anti-
Hanloon TeagRues,

Snme renctlonarles afe  concen-
frating their heavy propagnnds ar-

The Townsend Panacea

What iz hig remarkable remedy
that is going te cure all the ills of
Amertean capitalism at one gulp?
The Townsend PFlon  hos  soffered
many changes #inee it was first for-
mtlated by its gendal parent and it
will undoubtedly be modified many
more times before it sinke into ob-
livion alomg with Technocracy, Like
all Utopdan panaeens, 1§89 exireme:
Iy =imple in escenee, In it very
gimpliclty  lhe=  both I8 fnitinl
pirength and its nltimate Papoelence.

The seheme has iwoe major Ingre-
dients. The  frest Iz the Lot
which the soekers are hooked, Al
Amerionns over =ixty are to be paiil
£200 o monil for 1ife by the govern-
went un eondition {hat they with-
draw from prsdociive  work  amnd

spend the penslon within the “:““1']'-'__':“1“ of the Townsgd Plan. Tl

According to Townsend, this fAow
of moner will supply the exira por
chasing power needed to keep the
wheels of commeroe turning with-
out interraptlon,  Anyone miagebin it
ed witly the potiyv-bourgests rentiers
af Seuthern Californin will Imniedi-
ately vecopuize in this part of the
plan the passport to paradise

Twao hundesl  doellnrz 1 month
nud wo work b the wish-folfilnend
of every retived  Middle-Wedern
farmer and bis wife,

But there is o hook concealed
within the bait—the method of A-
nancing the enterprise. The Town-
ped Plan proposes thot the 24 bil-
lion dotlars a yepr for the Plan be
socured by A two-percent sax on all
commercinl transacflons, To all the
processing-taxes  and  snles-taxes
that have plagued and Impgverished
the copsuming massea In the past
feww vears s to be added & mon-
strous sales-tax of two-percent!

All taxea, exospt tazes opon io-
come, are ulilmately paid for by the
copfuming masses. among whom
the workers are in the majority.
The effect of such taxes 18 always
to force up the prices of the nec
esaitjes of life. The Townsend two
percent transaction tax would raise
the cost of Uving to unheard-of
helghte. Ninety-nine percent of the

political powers in locality niter lo- plerment, disabillty, old age, moter-
cality., Peauut  politicians  of  all ulty, witow and mothers' lnsor-
pntties from the Republican to the ance, and it proposes to “reise the
Communist  fAnd & necessary Lo
e 1o terms with the Townseod
Tote in their districts, Fecling their
steength, the Towunsendites are al
rendy boasting of taking over the
government after the next electlon

Revolutionists eannot afford 4o
tirn thelr backs upon any move
ment, however Diopian it way be,

by |

wid ushering In the millenlum. | wpieh enlists wide strata of the

poeople in an antl-capitalist and pro-
sressEive  strmggle. O the other
framal, they cannot allow theneselves
to endorse such 1toplan schemes,
ur refrain from expoting their fol-
nekes and  reacilonary  fentnnes.
Alwewe all, they cannet nneondition-
ally support wevements which nouar-
iy illusfons alont the wontore of

phye mtate or abd ion fhee practieal or

hand trick which propaces ””‘;.lﬂ-“-' fhwnretlen] suppression of the class
matcses shiould Juerease the a m-ls'ﬂig‘.']i:. T alee w0 B bo play Llae

anews they wow give thele elders 104 00w follower of the petty

stemtosphieric helghts—withont BIV-| o pniole  instend  of  tulfilling
Ing them any way to abtain 0¥ 00 pnetion as independent Tead.

addesl  dncome. O e BOBIATY. | e e working class in thelr
thelr renl neomes will be dmmens- | o,

Hr'!'LtI-lfl-' lrs= Decnmuge of 4l llu:-.rmr;led It is lmportant to (he
nrice ol -Pﬂ:r.'n‘ﬂlil’lt they ‘-"'“'-"-[l '"i' cpvoment that the  strgele  for
Fownsend Plan I o tmistendenta uiid-nge peasions aml sorinl  insor-

rramil. aunce e earried through to a soue-

e the nnt 1e erackel open, it cowaful eonelnsinn, While =ach ve-
P« not dificalt to expeese the ae | s are increasingly difficolt to
iy Rernel  within the T"""m"-:m:lin pndler the present eondiflons
of emodtmllst deelive, fhey mre by no
piiis Bmposaible  of  atbrisnient,
wWhatever thelr nltimate  soteess,
ihe ngitation for then serves to
focus atfention gpon the Inability

sosab of the plan would be borue by
the nlrendy impoverizhed masses,
These masses are foday snddled |
with the sapport of thele pavents
and  grumdparents, What, then, 12
sained by the Townsend Flant
woithiige, Ir 18 stmgpdy o sleight-of-

ue posr ALl whe aee alfeacted by
i oeither  canmod s Tk, o dis
ot e dapgers. The benbEn oo
for Dibzeesedf, Cov example, glibly ve-
miieks gl the withdrawal of all

of our present socin] sestem to eare
wr its indnstrinl weberans.  Ewvery
sgrinl eoneession wresEted from the
capitali=t masters of soclety helght-
aes oonr morale and fighting apirit.

The revalutionist nnet constantly
peelnt omt the fellowing facts. Flrst,
that such reforms can only be ob-
talned by Independent labor actlon
pnd militang policies. Recond, that
omee galned, the workers mnst be
on -guard to see that the reaction-
aries do nol rob them of the froiis

the ol people from induztry will
winke Ilnhor so scarce that the in-
dustriali=t  would have to ralse
wiges to war-dime levels, Balb even
war-time wages -would not suffice
ro mest the inerensed cost of living
that wonld follow the appliention
of - the plan. Furithermore, eleven
million unemploved testify that la-
bor-power Iz uot a scarce commod-
ey today.

Utepian prophets and thelr dis
viples are invariably people without

The pebtiy-bourgecis Utoplan char-
acter of the Townsend mwvament
deoms e to disintegration and de-
struction. The Eple movement of
Upton_Sinclalr, which aimed to con-
quer the country, I8 today erumbl-
ing to pleces. The Townsend old-
age penslon movement, which has
an even narrower soclal and polltl-
cal bagis, i sure to follow sunit
The middle classes are pragmatic;
they demand immediate posaits;
nod when these are not fortheoming,
will desert & movement as quickly
as they flocked to it. The Townsend
movement can easlly be divided, di-
verted, and disintegrated by wily
peliticlans, who can steal Town-
send's plavk and whittle it down
to # toothpick.

Social Insurance

surplus funds pequired by aspitable
rievenoe legislation from high an-
comes, corporabe  surpluses, and
other accuomulated wealth.™

Yef, though more comprehensive
aimd eealistic than the Townzend
1"lan, and less fraodnlent than the
wocinl Securify Act, it nevertheless
= psmentianlly Utopian and reform-
i=l in eharpeter. This i apparent

in the fourth elanse of the “Declar-
wtion of Telicy™ prefaciog the BilL
which reads: “"The systtn must be

administersd ilemocratically by
workers, represeutative of -local
workers and fawlline  with  local

work condilons and epportunities,
prursnant e rules and regulations
in the gpocinl inferest (1), 1o pre-
veltd milminizirntion againsgt the in-
toerests of workers, amnd [ jusore
sdminfstration in accordanee with
their needs and  interests™ The
i#ralind=t ) Inferprofessiongl  AssSoe-
vigtlon for Hocinl Tvsarance, whiclh
deafied the bl sontitms (his in its
own  prousunesments,  “The biL"
thery w1y, “doee not ask one groap
1o o something for another groap
when are pnforfonate.”  Perish the
shomght ! “0Om the eonteary, it sug-
Eesta that the people as & whole
prowlde by legi=lation for fhe people
ux o whole”

Proposals that the working class
aml s orgauizations  shall  take
aver ome of the officlal funciions
of the state Jowe ouly ohe mean-
fug.  That It §& pos«ible for ihe
workers (o wae e capitalist stmbe
for fhelr ‘own good, that they can
improve  their conditions not by
wirnggling ngalnst the atate aod lts
wgent= nt by worklng with it and
eoming a part of it, that there is
o tecessity for overthrowing the
<tute 20 long #ag an opperfunity ex-
ixls of acecmndating themselves to
it. The ¢lnzs natuee of the eaplial-
ist state ix ignored and tlhe asfrug-
gle for these demaonds i3 resiricted
citirely within parliamentary lines.
Xuthing 18 left bat the most vulgar
illuslons of petty bourgeols reform-
i=m—and that iz precisely what the

lahor |

bill iz deslgned to foster.

Reformism and Revolutionary Policy

of thelr vietarles,  Thivd, that wn-
Jer the present conditions of capl-
talist decline, social reforms ennnot
be held, simply by resting conbent
with the eonguests that have been
muaidde, but only by careyivg forward
el gl agabnst caplialist misery
amil appression anofier sbep towand
ihe revolutionnry gonl.

social security for the working
‘maneses §s o Ulopian dream In onr
ppesend secinl ovder,  Capltalist re-
forma ave at best bul pounltloes on
an bneneably disensed sestem, These
pefurms  arve  Erodgingly  given B
fhapnene e pital camw affoerd dhem. As
canemn i lanee eapbial §8 forveed to
gl e st boaenl Dudget too the botee
o avodd fuether taxation on fhelr
wi owenalth and  enterprlses,  the
ips=ea e the fiest o fesl  the
Eulfe, a2 tle AMegus Ted! impeesed
v e Euglislh workers by (iwe Tory
FOVETINCRT roves—iub fa gpeak of
Hitler!  As fisanee eapital plunges
deeper  dnte erldds, it oecan fiind B0
way o sureive and  rale @n the
“hehly  eompetitive  world  mavket
syeept by vobbing the workers of
il thely  hand - won democratic
righls aml =ocinl sevvices and put-
g the  Faselst  kuoife  to their
thronts.

Theres can be seeurity  for  fhe
workers only In a state where the
workers rule and where alle the
woalth of the country iz in the
vorkers' hands. In o workers' re-
aeblie Nke the Soviet Tolon, soelal
aopvlees are an integral part of the
welal order, freely given to all use-
ful eltizens, ‘Thers can he no real
znlvatlon amd securliy for the mass-
v untll capitalism ls  overthrown
and seclallzm auceeeds it

knowledge or political © experience,
“They are favatics with one ldea
that l= sure to bring universal sal-
vation. ‘Having developed their ldea
of old age penstons Inte & scheme
for redesming capitallsm, pDeither
Townsend mor his followers waste
any forther thought upon thelr
plan, Their sole aim is to translate
it inte reallty as soon as possible.
regardless of the practieal conse-
quence of Ity application. But, like
all ita Utapian predmmh!t::
Townsend Plan most inevita
wracked upor the rocks of soclal Councll Backs Down
relithes. The A. F. of L. Executive Coun-
For the Townsend Plas la not |ell, after first refusing to settle the

700atTa mp:a
Protest in NY

paign of pressure for a real prose.

cutlon of the vigllantes; and- for the

protection of Pouloot and Rogers

when they return to Tampa,
Execitive

place of the next annual A. F. of L.
convention—origionlly called for
Tampa—has pow given a half-
hearted indication that they will
not withdraw from Tampa, The
president of the State Federation of
Florida 13 working overtime to keep
the bmslness in his state, and will

not help the Aght againat yigllan-
ted.

The Joint Committes has sold
w0y copbes of Ita  pamphlet,
“Tampa—Tar and Terror,” and ls
printing & new edition. Coples map
e ordered from the Non-Partisan

Bare Murder
on Ohio WPA

{Continned from Fage 1)

The new aue of Ita regular
weekly paper, the *“WPA TUnlon
News,” Iz just off the press and 1s
recelving the widest Jdistribotion.
The leading ariicle with its chal-
lenging headline, “Murder on the
WPAY glving the full story of the
death of Alonwe Walker, bag al-
ready recelved wlde comment and
is aroosing the indlgoation of all
the WPA workers . of this county.
The unlon Intends to bring the les-
son home that unless the WPA pro-
gram iz changed throngh the power
of the WPA workers themeelves,
the old eondiions will Inevitably
bring about soch catastropbes (o
thea WPA workers involved.

At the regular membership meet-
ing on Sunday, Jan. 26, the unlon
voted to send a floral wreath with
the Ingerdption: “We Shall Not For-
get —"WPA Workers Unfon™  All
members not working  pledged o
attend the funeral. Al ithe others
wonld down tools on the job from
1:80 to ¢ P.M. Monday, Jan. 27.
Abount 20 union men attended the
funeral sarvices on Moenday at the
Ensley Funcral Flome,

Art Prels, chalrman of the nnion,
spolee briefly and gave the union's
pledge over the hody of Walker “to
place  the responsibillty for his
murder Aml erase the conditions
which caunsed his death.” The oblt-
unry stated as the cause of his
death, “Murdered on  the WPA"
When the casket was carrled oot
of the funeral parlor, Mres, Walker
walked behind 6 griefetricken,
“They murdersd him on the WA

The WPFA union sent the follow-

ing letter to Harey [ Hopkine:
L] L] ¥

January 27, 1836 |

’I-lnrr;r I. Hopking

Fedieral WPA Administrator
Whshington, 1nC.

Twar Bir:

Enclosed pleasze find a copy of
e “WEA Union Mews" of Jan. 246,
1936, whirh presents in detall the
story of the deafls of Alonze Wal
ker, a colored WPA worker, and
ihe elrenmataness which eansed the
it Ti.

The eircumstances ag deseribed
in the artiele are of such a char-
aeter a8 to Indicate absolnite crim-
inal pegligence on the pari of the

reapuensible project officlalas 6.
vinlved.
O Tuesday  morning,  Jan. 21,

Alonze. Walker reported for work
at ‘the Prarle Ditch project in
Lueas County, Ohlo.  Hub-gere wea-
ther was Mowing In from the north-
west, and although this is an open
propect, ne shelitr houses wers pro-
wiilled for the workers, Walker col-
lapsed from exposufe.  Mr. Jack
Havs and Koasmir Lewkowskl, fore
man and sapervisor of the job re-
apectively, were informed of the
man‘s conditlon but teok mo steps
to geture medical attentfon or to
iransport him to 8 hoespital or his
P,

Mr. Walker was permitted to lle
ant In the open for at least four
pours nnattended. Ile was Anally
pnken home by o fellow WPA work-
er in the latter's car at the regular
gquitting time, 4:30 .M, The ad-
mini=trntion lasned no statement on
the matter putil the following Mon-
day, Javnuary 2, when the WEA
Workers Union publicly called upon
ib: administration for an aceednt-
fng and lssned o press release o
the Toledo papers. Thus a perlod
of gix days were allowed to elapse.

The man dlsd on Wednesday,
Jau, 22 of double puneumonin, as 6
result of freexsing and over «xpo-
aure, perording to fhe  attending
phyaieinn, Dr. P. M, Johnson. Dr.
Tolimzon stabed that it wag too late
to save (e man whet he was Anally
Bromght home, as e was liternlly
frozen to death.

We pre fivm in our belief, as n
ol of our investigation of the
euse, 4hat Mr. Walker's death I=
anplely  Clee resnlt of ihe erdmionl
negligenee on the part of the ad-
ministentinn offelals involved. The
local WPA administration 1s not
lnckivg i culpability, sinee i re-
guested thousands of WIPA workers
i this disiviet to report to work
en apen jobs with ne protection dur-
ing, sul-zere wealher, ,

We arve demanding o federal io-
veatigntlon into the elreomstnnpces
of Walker's death and the condi-
flons on the WA which led to
el 0 11'||gat1_1.'-

Cigr wnion s confinning with s
sl investigation on the case and
15 seencing afdavits feom the indi-
vidunls soneernad.  We will shortly
hiold o public meeting on the whole

case and present the resolt of our
fAndings.

We request immediate attention
on this case and awalt your reply
D BREE,

Very troly yours,
WPA WORKERE UNION
T G. Selander, sec'y.

e

e e e

Labor Defenss, 22 East 1Tth Street

Contributions for the Committes
wark should go to Mary Fox, [reas-

urer, 112 East 19th Street.

At a mass meeting held in the
Hotel Delano las; week, New York
workers pledged their support [0
the Committee. Among the speak.
ers were Norman Thomas of the
LITk, Sam Wiener of the GDUWG,
George Movack of the NFP.LD.,
Poulnot and Rogers. A resolution
of protest was adopted and sent to
Tampa aothorities,

READ THE NEW MILITANT

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 1, 1936

'Labor DefenseFront

{Condlnosd from Pagpe 1)
determination (o suppress revolts

Col. Bchieffelln suggested that I
the aodlence would lmagine itsslf

RUSSELL CASE

Because of ¢he heavy load of
work on the shoulders of the
Minneapolis and St Paul branches

olse in America. Frankel seeks to

in thelr place, it wounld onderstand
the attitude of “the best poople of
Alabama™ He declared, however,
ihat the Negroes “ape  wWell-be-
haved.," “*The best people of Ala-
beama wish the case had not comme
up,” the Colonel sald, and he un-
doubtedly knows because, as Minor
said, he is “a man of high stand-

i

of the MN.P.L.D, the National Bx-
ecutive Board of that organization
Iz conducting a speclal national
delve for funds to flnance tha Ap-
peal of Al Russell from a Federal
contempt of conrt sentence.

Ruasell ta now out on bail, ob-
tained with the aid of Minneapolls
locala of the A, F. of 1. The Bt
Paul M.P.L.I} has just run a social
affair to help provide funds to pay
for the transcript of his trial, need-
ed by Fraocls Heisler, N P.IL.D. at-
torney, for the preparation of the
appeal brief.

The Huasell case is important not
gimply to free this persecuted mili-
tant picket, bot alse lo order to
prevent the nullification of the Min-
nedota state antl-injunction law and
the Pedernl anti-injunction law.
Funds to appeal the Ruossell cise
ghould go to  Adelalde ‘Walker,
Treasurer, N.P.L.D., 22 East 1Tth
Strest, New York City.

" ® W

FERRERO AND SALLITO

The hearing on the deportations
of Ferrero and Zallito which was
fo have bean held Jan 24, has been
postponed to Feb, 4. These two
anarchist workers arc now on Ellls
Ialand while the Ferrero-Sallito
Defenge Conferenes, Rmong whost
congtituents ia the N.P.Y.D.. 18 car-
rying on a fght to save them from
deportation to Fascist Italy.

Attorney I, Shorr, reprosenting
the conference, ia sceking a wrlt of
habeas corpus. His assoclate, Carol
King, 1s condueting a fichd for hall,
In all Hfistriets except that of
Bouthern New York, Federal judies
generally grant boall for prisoners
hetd for deportation pending thelr
appeal.  The MNew York Judges,
however, have always refused to do
g0, and {he fight on this case will
ol a precedent i wictorlous,

Continued protests against the
deportation of these two workers,
gullty of no crime except glving
house-repm to the editor of & San
Franclseo npwspaper which Willlam
tandolph Hearst wants to suppress,
should go to D, W. MacCormack,
Commissloner of Immigration, at
Washlngton, I, O,
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ROBINSON ON THE SPOT
Friderick B. Robinson, reaction-

Not a word was sald to contra-
diet repeated statements that the
cage wouold be woh *not on plat-
forma it in the Alsbama courts.”
After ¢he Colonel declared that
Uihe best people of Alabama want
justice done,” Attorney Frankel of
the LI, proposed & means of ap-
pealing to them He wants the
case trangferred to a Federal coart,
where the jurors are “people of
standing . . . more Hkely fo reach
independent judgments because, un-
like the Desatiar jurers, they would
nat fear thelr nelghbore” Herndon
propofesd pressure on Roozevelt to
get Into a Federal court, and de-
manded that Federal troops be sent
to Alabama, He also demanded
the clestrocution of Shecllf Sandlin,
who shot Powell, and the impesch-
ment of Gov, Bibh Graves—hy the
Alabama leglslature!

The meeting's immediate alm was
uot 100 percent clear, Herndon and
Frankel declarced the bhoys must go
froe, But the Colonel sonnded legs
adamant, “Even at its worst," he
=ald, “the Hfe of this boy (Paiter-
son) ls saved, and that 18 some-
thing we ought to be thankful for.”

“Fair Play and Justice™

The speakers, however, had fur-
1her alms. Undonbtedly duoe o
sentiments inaplred by his militacy
backgronnd, the Colonel wanta to
#ee “falr play and jostice™ windi-
cated, Herndon spoke of “the ap-
lifting of humanity." The school
tenehier feeks for Negroes the snmms
rights ns are enjoved by everybody

preserve  democratic  government.
And In geperal, everybody wants to
protect the Stars and Stripes, For
exiimple

Alinor declaced that he §g “seek-
ing to defend our nation by defend-
ing these boy®"™ fighting for “our
eountry's  wellfare—our "
Wilking declolmed that he fAghts
for “the salvation of all the people
of the 1. 8, those on top as well

Foenl speech, aimilar - in character to

as those sufferlng underneath,” and
thundersl that thir erlme must be
stopped “In the name of God and
the United States!" Thereupon he
nsked who would give $50 “for the|
clevatlon of his soul."”

IHerndon's call for Federal (roops
wiia supported by his demand for
n retorn “to the traditions of our
forefathers,” who, it seems, always
ireabted the Negroes propérly. The
Colonel, however, asked no “refurn™
or other change: he declared that
Iynehings In Ameriea are not Hke
those in Germany betanse here (E
i#a not done by the government. His
Iymn to America culmingted in the
following remark: “Troe, there
were 20 [ynchings last year, bot in
0 eases people were saved [rom
Iynching by the anthorities™ 1t is
clear what Minor meant when he
called the Colonel “a man who has
the courage and Ameriean manhood
o speak out”

OQuite honestly, the Beotteboro
Lrefenze  Committee did not an-
nosnnee: this ag A protest meeting,
1t wria called “to analyze"™ the pre-
sent situntion, 1t did that—but not
from the viewpoint of those who
helleve in & militant stroggle 1o
save the Scoftshors boys

ury president of the College of the
City of MNew York, who has hob-
nobbed with Pascists, expelled anti-
Fascist students, and terrorized
many of hias professors into EIVIDE
hlm hypocritical praise iz on the
gpot, A committee of alamnd bas
called on the Board of Education
to remove him. They give as the
reason the fact that he “lacks qual-
jtigs of leadership.” The committees
hus won the support of the Alumnd
Aszociation by a vole of 518 to 217,

Back of this development is a
long campaign by radical and liber-
al stodents to establish  academie
freedom in New York's leading pub-
Iie college. In this fAight the Non-
Partisan Tabor Defense has [:'I-l:li"eﬂ
an nelive role

A year ago itz representative,
Herbert Solow, spenking for the
Columbos Tay United Antl-Fasclst
Commbttes, turped the Ta Guoardine
dominated oty Board of Fstimate
om its ear by taking the floor during
the hearings on the city buedget and
proposing (o rediecs Tobinsan's sal-
ary to $1 per yesr. Aldermanic
Prosident  Treatsch,  recently - de-
coased hero of the Teague Agalnst
war and Fasclzm, intervened on
obinsah’s bebhal? and had polles
drag the NIPLD. spokesmin oot
onf the chafmber,

Now, however, 1t looks as though
Itobinson might lose hizs job allo-
gother; o eountinned militont fight,
which ghiould be led by students and
labor unlons, eam mnke this ont-

HERNDON CASE AGAIN IN
COURT

The appeal of the Sinte of Geor-
oin from fhe Connty Court decislon
which recently sct Angelo Ilerndon
free, wing heard by the Georgla

Supreme Conrt Jast week, It I8 come certain,

nel vet kwown whether the eoonrt L

will ngree that the Insurrection lnw MINI APTEAL

wider  which  Hermdon  hod  been ]

genteneed to 20 rears on the chain| Attorney R. W. H“““"‘;""“ is
gang Is nneonstitutional, or whether | continuing his legal flRht to get

goples of the fransevipt of trial
procecdings for all the Sacrpmento
crlminal  sendicallsm  defiesdants,
pecording 4o an announgement by
the Nutlopnl  Saermaento  Appeal
Committes, In a short thoe. T all
these moves fuil, le will demand
writ of hnbens covpos slnee Nor-
man Minl, Prisoner G768 in Ban
Quentin, 18 being denied the right
of appeal.

Attorney Leo Gallagher of the
LL.In recently songht a  habeas
corpus  on the grounds that the
other defendants, llke Mivi, bhad
been dented ball pending  appeal.
The Appelate Court held that trial
judge Dal M. Lemmon of SacTa-
mento had the right to refuse bail

Proteata against the forther fn-
carceration of Minl, Caroling Deck-
er, Pat Chambers and the other
Sneramento trade unlonfsts, should
be sent st once to the Board of
Parole, SBacraments, Callf, They
ghould stress the fact that the de-
fendants were convicted of no overt
acts, and that one of the convicting
jurors has confessed that the wer-
diet was reached as & result of &
horse-trade,

Funds are still needed by the N
8.A.C. and should be sent to HATTY
W. Laldler, Chairman, Room TOT,
51 Union Sguare, New York Cltr.

it will send Herndon back fo serve
hi= sentence. If it does ghe latter,
ihe defonse will appeal o (e 15, &
sSupreine Conrt.

Herndon was repeesenbel by At-
loeners W, N, Bevmour of New
York amdl %W, A, Sutherlamd of At-
Tamta, refained by the LLI A=
i the conuty conet hearing where
Herpdon gpset fhe sentence, 20y-
monr dealt with the legal guestions
fnvolved In the case.

Yutherland agaln mnde n politl-

the one be made in the. county
court. . He complained that the case
“hag lween fsed a2 4 spearhead for
it libesals throughouwt the coun-
try,* and agaln grged the court to
allow =ome freedom of speech  in
order to proserve the exlsting order.
swhen n man ke Herndon i2 made
a martyr,” he sald, “there 15 real
danger o democricy.”

The Jolot Committes to Ald the
Herndon Defense, an anxillary body
with no control over Suthertand or
over the legal defense policy, I8
econtinuing to circulate petitions for
Herndon's freedem through its con-
ghituents. Among the latter la the
Won-Partlsan Labor Defense, which
urpe: &1l supporters with fAlled-ont
petitions to send them In to the
nearest NP LT. branch,




