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NEW MILITANT

The War Policy of U.S. Imperialism

NEUTRALITY LAWS AND WAR

Pacifism versus Revolutionary Policy

By JOHN WEST

A striking indlention of the depth
af the war crisls I8 the fact that,
durlng these flrst weeks of the
present seaslon of Congress, the
hearinga and debate over “neutral-
ity leglslatlon™ have received more
newspaper space and headlines than
any other Congressional news—mond
even than the potently wote-corall-
Ing Bonug, Senator Nye is becoming
a name for housewives and ward-
heslers to conjure with, Ewvery day
brings a julcy scandal from the files
of the State Department or Morgan
& Cop, Carter Glass playa his favor-
fte role of ancient Moman Senstor
denpuncing the descerntors of 1le
temple, and defends the honor of his
war-time leader—who was besides,
gsir, & Bopthern gentléeman—agnins:
Nye's Infamous accusations, The
reslgning monareh of the House of
Morgan amokes his blg pipe, smlles
jovially at reporters, and poses with
hiz Inguisttors for the cameramen.

“Weutrality™ s hardly a new
problem. Particularly in the United
Htates have the conceptlons of
“meutrality,” “neutrality poliey” and
*“meutrality rights” hod a long and
checkersd  career.
conceptions have revolved the lead-
ing ideas of American forelgn policy
ag 8 whole, They deserve carefal
analysis

“Neotrality™ Part of War Policy

The first and esseniial pre-requol-
glte fo an auderstanding of the con-
cept of “neyirality™ and any specific
nentrality proposals or egislation I8
to reallze that such o concept or
siich propozals and leglsiation are
o fundamental part of the war policy
of the United States (or of any
other capltalist state which makes
wse of them.} This basie fact i3
na doubt obseneed by the attitpde
loward mneatrality wmml pentealiiy
legislation taken hy Hoeosevelt, Nye,
the Hberals, the Natlon, the New
Republic, the Dally Worker, the New |
Leader, and the Sociallst Call, But
It mone the less remains n fnct for
all that: nnd §t eould wot be other-
wise,

The hysinesa of the =tabte iz o
gerve the Interests of capital. Thesa
interests, from thme to time, reach
a polnt of such tremendons conflict
that a temporary !eltlll-it[ull can be
reached only through war, Modern
war 8 n piganife and invalved
undertaking, and must be system-
atically prepared for over a long
peclod of years., The most obvlouas
part of the preparation is the build-
Iog of armament=2. Bul there ls more
to {t than this. Bpeeches, laws,
and declarations about neutrality
are one vastly lmportant part of the
nreparalion,

How elge conld they be onder-
gstood ¥ [Mndoubtedly. on any  aec-
count, they have something to do
with the problem of war, Buot, wo
are told. they are efforts to maintaln |
and secure peace—not at all part of
the preparation for war,  This,
bowever, could bie trive only If peace
wiere possible wnder capitalism. We
knog that £ fs oo, We know that
capifalism leads inevifably to war.
We know that the program of every
eapitallst siate is necessarily a war
program.  For the caplitaliz; state
to abandon & war program would
be simply for it abdicate, since only
throngh war can it endure, Con-
sequently, neutrality mensures can
be understond only nz part of the
war progrom of the eapifnlist state,

Who Believes Neutrality Means
Peace?

Whe i= if tlnt donbts thils? Who
believes that nentrality measpres
are part of o pence prograom? It is
not HRoosevelt, ©Ou Friday in his
annual message he  8tates  that
adequate nentrallty  legislation s
the major tnsk of ibe present
gession. On Mondny he follows with
hiz annual budget peoviding an in.
erense of EBNM milllonz In the ap-
propriation of the regolny  bodget
for military preparatlon—with no
telling how mueh more will flow
from relief fumde. As Toosevelt
knows, .these are simply iwo sides
af the same progeam. There Iz oo
contradiction whatever bhetwoeoen
them, It §= not Tlearat. He i3 n
major champlon of penteality (in
the form of “bolntlon.”y  And he
alen, quite uwaturally, s o major
champlop of big navies—in order, is
he explaing, to defend neatrality.
It I8 naf 1he Ameriean Liberty
Ieague, which, with all its howling
for cconomy, never =avs n  word
about  military expenditure and
thorougly coneurs fn the plan to
have a Ystrong" nentrality program,
It ia pot General Bmedley Butler,
Im hi® speech to the American Laa-
gue at Cleveland he showed the
detegntes clearly enough—If they
had wanted to listen—how neutral
ity nnd o modern mechanized army
and navy gpo hand in hand h:-sr.ther.
It f= mot Morgan, He and the Nye
Committes collaborate harmoniously
In the mutual «ffort to work out a

Around these |

this eountry.

The New York Times, austhentic
volee of finance-capltal, sums the
matter up succinetly, Jan. 10th, in
an article by Harold B, Hinton:
“Mentenlity, In the last analysis.
must always present itself to this
country as a problem in frade re-
lations.” Nor is the problem pelua-
larly Amerilan, Avgur, the brilllant
director of the Times' foreign serv-
fce, somewhat grimly applies the
leszon to England : “Britain will arm
to the teeth not for war bot for the
defonze of pence’”

These are serlous men, who know
what they are talking about.

Chlorcform for the Masses

Mo, it s not these who doubt thal
the neutrality poliey of a capitalist
state s part of 1fs war progTom,
who delude them@elves with the
myth that it s a “means for ensuring
pence,” It is, unfortunately, the
mastes—tog trusting and too des-
perately eager (o grasp ab any straw
lnbeled “pepce’=—who cherish such
fliysions.  And the masses do 80,
above all, because they are decelved
and confused by the horde of false
ciriends of peace” whoae efforts
gpread the les and distortions.
From within and outside the work-
ing elnzg, the pacifists and accial-
patriots carry forward betrayal,
It iz they who advise the masses:
upport strong neotrality leglala-
tlon, and strike a blow for peace.
Which, trunslated, means: Bupport
the war program of the imperlalist
state, and prepare for sactifice In
the coming war,

The neutrality proposals promioe
el ot present can be divided into
ihree major types:

“Freedom of the Seas™

(1) The irsditdonn! neutrality
policy of the Unfted States sines
ita foundatlon has been the dectrine
af “the freedom of 1he seas." The
theory of this doctrine is that the
[T, 8 woants peace; i wisheés o
pvold all “forelgn entanglements’”;
it demands only that its pationals
shall e left feee Lo carry on Ernde
over the high seas with any eoston-
ory they may choose,

A year ago Secretary of State
Hull maode statemenis in part ap-
parently abandoning this traditiongl
doctrine, And there Iz no doubt
that the publiclty glvenm its con-

lseqnﬂnm in 1914-17 has made it

fall into A certain public distavor,
xevertheless I remadng o f corner-
atone of 1. 8, policy, The Admind-
stration MNeateallty EBEill, when lne
troduced, contained 1t In a modified
form In the clauwse permitting, (Le,
demanding) “‘normol frode™ with
belligerenta inm all but actual war
munitions, Great leeway Is allowed
for the definition of “normal trade,"
amd no provision is made to shut
aff jndirect shipment to belligerents
throwgh neutrals, [t should also
be remembered that Incrensed frade
with future belligerents bhegins in
advance of actual hostilities, during
the period of the rapld accumulation
of war reserves—ao that almost any
pogount of trade conld in fact be
defned ms “normal.”  Even  this,
however, was not enough, Under the
pressure of Rormb and ofther “{ra-
ditional”  Senadorz, an  amending
clause has peen ingerted to guafan-
ter continned full nphalding of the
froedom of the sens doctrine,

Profits, Trade and Yar

Thiz doetrine {8 conslstent and
cealistie, 1t & ewlirely false to
belicee that American eaplialists
want war, Like other eapdtalists,
hey want profits, ‘They strongly
prefer to gaiw profits peacefully,
by “irade,"” They know that war ia
ap expenslve, hasnrdous undertak-
ing, amnd lesides they lhave moral
sepupdes against it 8o they ask, in
il @lneerity, only to earry on thelr
trade in peace, Those nations can
do the fighting, and the T, B, cap-
itnlizts will sftick to their profits.
The comparative geographienl iso-
lation of the 1. 8 and its immense
material resoproes glve o gemblance
of puangibility to this ides, sioce
the 1. &, 1z not 30 immsediately in-
vilved o international  pelitical
dispntes ns are European nations,

But—such are the perversities of
capltalist soclety—the lnwdable alm
of the 1. 8. capitallsts ronsg into o
Janms, Other natlous, struggllng for

| thelr pollticnl Wves, connot permi

“frecdom of the seas” without de-
stroylng  themselves, They musl
bave the “freedom,” so far as pos-
sible, apply only o themselves, and
not Lo thely enemies, MNafions fight
wiarg In order to win them. Thus
the warring nations are foreed to
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infringe the—entirely “reasonable”
—rlghts of the honest neatral Uncle
#am. who asks only peace and free-
dom. This 18 natarally a sevens
moral—and, incidentally, financial
—shoek to U. 8. capitalists, They
can put up with it for a time, aod
to a certain polot, But, after all,
the honor of & great nation, and the
profits and potential profits of ita
capitalists, con endure only &0 much,
After nll. economica iz not every-
thing, When honor I8 at stake, more
vulgar conslderatipns must go by
the board.

Bo, with Infinite regret, and a
call on all classes for troly patriotic
gnerifice, the war to defend the
rights of the neatral and peace
loving United States s declared,

The Doectrine of “Isolation®

(2} The second neutrality policy
now current, which has also a long
history, iz the program of ‘isola-
Hon ‘Miiz s a favorite of lberals,
the avowed thecry of Senator Nye
and, In 8 somewhat different form,
of Hearst, This doctrine says that
“frevdom of the seas” must b
ahandoned, ginee it got us into the

last war and woald get us Into the
wext, The U, 8. will have to {solate
Hself rigldly from any wor situa-
tion, will have to remain In strict
fingueinl and economie gquarantine,
sucrificing the “war profits”

The nentrality bills now  before
Congress are on the whele a hybreid
of iz second type and the first,

The doctcine & “lsolatlon” s
viectope aml fatal myth. In térms
of higsterien]l actuality, solation for
the 1.8, iz simply & direct impossl-
ility., What conld it possibly monn ¥
Ewven f—which 18 also imgpossible—
foreign commeres to warring nations
conld be cot off entirely, it is neces-
spry o remember that TLE. econo-
mie enterprise 1s not at all confiped
nt any time to the gesgraphical
houndaries of the nation, Ameriean
capitnl owns or iz invested in in-
dustries of all kinds throughout the
vorld—automebile  and  airplane
plants. ofl wells and réfineries,
transgportation and ecommunication
gyrtems, mines, plantations, puablic
niitities, rallroads, to mention only
a few. What would happen to these
ynder the role of “lsolation™?
Wonld 1.8, caplitalista ait back
quietly and allow the warring na-
tiong to take them over? Would
such iudustries also (and howi) be
“forbidden’” to trade with the bel
ligerenls ?

Life-Blood of Imperialism

Iut what an absurdity to suppose
that even commerce c0uld be shul
down, In an Imperialist nation,
foreign investment and trade (how-
ever small & percentage of total
turnover théey may repressnt) are
essential to the fonetloning of cap.
ttallst economy, Without 1t, Imper-
lallzsm collapses. No class can allow

sy =

Jtrupgle, Uncontrollable

able lIsolationisi
tion of the tempoTary

SN TN,

Jaepan iz not excluded),

ation for war means not

Industry.
in the prosent

masges for war.

the system which supports Its so-
clal position to collapse without a
forees
would wedge through any conoceiv-
schieme. Anyone
who doobis this need only glance
over recent monthly forelgn trade
reports doring the perlod of opera-
Iaolationist
naygtrality legislation adopted last

Congequently, the rulers of the 1.8,
can afford the laxury of a more in-
direct long term preparation for the
wiar tham is poasible to the hard-
prested European pations, Prepar- |ps
merely
bullding armaments, eollecting  re-
serves of materinl, and organizing | qeclaration of
It alsn means, cepecinlly
era, the peycholog-
jcnl and moral preparation of Che
The massts must
be led to see the war as “Just” To | foreshadowed
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The “Aggressor” and Status Quo
This type of neutrality legislation
ls the most openly of all an integral
part of & war program. Since the
question of who I8 the “aggressor”
ls purely Juridical and moral o
charneter—all capitalist natlons b
ing equally involved in the internoa-
tionl syséem which inevitably
breeds warse—idch & dectrine is
werely *a  formulation of one pos-
gible way in which natlons to whom
on the whole, maintenance of the
status quo 1 deslrable, can plan to
gecure auch malntenavee, This ap-
plieg above all to the Stalinist bur-
eaucraey. ‘The statos quo Is also,
on the whole, desired by British
and French Imperialism, but they
find acceptance of the extreme
theory of sanctions too risky, They
advocate it therefore In a diloted

What then 18 the function of 180- | popem,
lationist neutrality propaganda?
It too has & basic part to play in
the war program of U8 Imperial-
lsm. The .85, docs not need to
enter the coming war at the outset.
The probable strategy wil be to
walt notil the apponents are To Some
extent exhausted, and then to step
in holding the decisive posltion
(though & “preventive” war againsgt

The U.S. alss wanta for the time
belog, the status guo. But the U.B,
does mot so [mperiously need to
take dangerous steps to galn this
end, por does the, T2, Isolationist
traditlon make a “sanctions” doc-
trine easy to come out with openly.
However, even the present proposed
nentrallty leglalation, mominally ap-
plying equally to all  belligerents,
containg  something of the “sane
tions agninst an aggressor”ldea: in
effect it works out to ald one or the
other side, just as “freedon. of the
wpens” in the last war acted in pari
sanctions  against Germany.
TLater on the nesd of 1.8, imperi-
lalism to smooth the way for the
war may require
more openly sanctionist legislation
or declarations. Roosevelt's annaal
mezgage, with ity atitack on augto-
cratlec war-makKing dletatorships
auch a possibilty.

AN EDI

At no time has the neesd for such
energetle attempis of trial Judge
through to A conviction Indicntes.

To frustrate and cxpose thess

Imperatively necessary.

trial is over!

only such meeting held was that of

the country appear 40 be the mame

Case"  This pamphlet asks reade
Money for defense s a good thing,

Knight, the vindictive progsecutor?

organizgitions to adopt resclutiona?
and demonstrations throughout the

groumds that it was conirary to the

Danger in
Scottsboro

TORLA

HE Bcottsbors cases are in court again,
At w0 time since thelr orlginal trial has the mass movement
of protest on behalf of the nine Inbocent boye been 8t a lower ebb,

a movement besn greater, ns the
Callahan to rush the fArsl case

efforta of the prosecotion and le

back up the legal defense, a broad campaign of counter-pressure B

The new “Scottsboro Defense Committee” has called a mecting =
New York City for Janunary 26. This will be held, however,

after the

During the month preceding the trial, when soch protests are
mogt effective, the LLD, did not call a single mass meeting or dem-
onstration In New York City speclfically in support of the boys.

The
January 8, called by the New York

branch of the Mon-Partisan Labor Defense, Conditions lo the rest of

The Committes hag just poblished a pamphlet, “The Scottsbore

ra to send the Committes money.
Why not alse ask readera to gend

& letter of protest to Gov. Bibb Graves of Alabamg or to Lt.-Gov, Tom

Why not ask readers to get thelr
Why not call for mass meetings
coutry ?

The pamphlet containg a four-page chronological outline of the
formal developments in ihe case and 19 pagea of Judge J. E. Horton's
dlecislon, when he set aside the second conviction of Patterson on the

evidenre, The Introduction to this

material, signed by the Committees, stabes

“In our judgment no one who reads Judge Horton's temperate and
fole statement of the evidence can fail to conclude that the Scottsboro
bova are wholly iomocent of the charge of rape’

Lot ws not reenll that when Horton issued his decision in Jupe,
1923 the LI stated thet his motive was to make it easler to kill the

secomplish this, they must be sys-
tematically deceived ns to the true
|nature and cause of war. In such
deception In this country, the doe-
trlms of izolation plays a great part,
creating the grossest paclfist il1u-
sione. By its falsiication of the real
position of the T8, it hinders the
development of the genuine Aght
agninet war, and direets the energy
of those secking peace into  the
harmlesz chase affer a  will-o"-the

—n

which would make it easy for a
moral mobilization of the nation o
“pgEressor,
agalnst faseism, tyranoy and mil-

ngninet  the

L] - L]

An examinntion o the concrete
of proposed forms of nentrality leg.
iglation only =erves 1o
mare |||1|||1|:n|1-|’!l|.|'l'h]3: what ig2 ¢lear
cnongh in geperal to begln with:

boye. Let us not even stop to ask why the Committee now goes out of
its way to pralse the judge for his “fairness™ in deciding not 4o Join &
Iynch party.

Tet na simply ask this: how ia that the jury which heard ali the
evidence which Judge Horton heard, concluded that the boys were
“wnllty”? Apparenily there are exceptions to the “no one who reads”
rule lald down by the Committee. And the main exception seems to be-
Alabamn jurles! With them, gt least, evidence does not deelde.

The “Seottsboro Defense Committes,™ in all its news releases,
statements, ebe., gives only one reasom for supporting the boys: that
they are innocent.

wisp.
(3) The third curreut

terpart of the theory of
tons". Secretary  Blull

ig the Communist party

within  eaplfalisl

theory,

tlon of world

American supplies are decisive.”

e

(Continoed from Fage 1)

the profis out of war, Deeldes
Wall Street can still e consoled
with the comment by the New York
Times on these investigations, that
the “financial sensations hawve all
w1 exploded, with Nitle or no
damage,"

It is Lo be expected that the bank-
ers like these investigations about
as mueh as they now lke the New
Dveal. But for Roosevelt this ls one
way of applying pressure for his
apecific aims In his recent messages
to Oongress the nentrality policy
atogd out prominently. Yet his bod-
(Eet message proposed to set aslde
pabont & billlon dollars for the 1586
armament  expenditores,

A Sham Opposition

It iz one thing to investigate the
bankers, but it i something en-
tirely different to take steps toward
a change of the gystem thet makes
Wall Btreet possible,. The Wilson
administration also bad its period
{of “oppositlon” to the bankers, On
| the whole muach in the present gitua-
ation 15 reminlscent of those days;
and where In the declslve moments
the real and ¢he Important pressire
was applied has heén shown wery
clearly by the records of the De-
partment of State, brought ocut fm

jihe hearings of the Nye committes.

At a very early stage of the
world war the Wilson administra-
tlon was committed to a policy of
atriet neptrality, according to the
records of the committes, When the
queation of loans (o the allled pow-
ers by the American bankers was
first broached, W. Jennlogs Bryan,
who was then Secrefary of State,
formulated an adverse opinion set
down In a letter of January 20,
1815, saying that, “money Iz the
waorst Torm of contraband becanse
it commands everything else.” Wil-

Morgan Coined
OUt GF lx/_or kﬁl’! BIGDd ount, and if the European

Gold

aon  expressed the wish that sach

ion. Purchases of
other war
powers
the real

the House of Morgan.
Morgan Tirms on the Heat

a $100,000,000

the

clined, Previously
Morgan had

committes,
on", They

eEs exports ower

and a half billton doliars.

billlon,

doctrine
aof neuttality Is the American copn-
“wnne-
has flirted
Vwith this from time to time, buat its
foremost supporter in thia conntry
toZether
with the organizatlons under s In-
Muenee, This is the docirine of Ldt-
vinoy, applicd by the 1, sectlons
nations in the And suppoert of the war program of
snme way that Litvinov applics it
g spokesmun for the BEoved Stale

The basic pre-reguisites of new-
trality legislation according to this
as  givem by the Dally
Worker, Jan. 2, are: “{1) Hecogni-
collective action to
malntein peaee; (2) bhreanding of an
nggreszor: (&) lifting of arms em-
barge against the victin of agEres-
gion, tighteming it against anm AG-
GREBS0OH; {4) nrma embargocs to | myth that the war
be extended not only to fAnancial
aid to an sggressor, byt to include
the MOBT VITAL wor materlals of | thromgh which alone they endore,
teday—oll, eotton, copper, Iron, and
airch other raw materials in which

Btate, apthorized the hankers to éx-
teandl eredits, advising them, how-
ever, not to aubmit the guéstion to
the government for o formal opin-
munitidns and
material hy the allled
Increased in  volume at a
rapld pace. From then on  began
jntervention of American

Apparently  following the advice
of Lansing the Honse of Morgan
carried on seeret  negotiations for
loan to the allled
powers, But the task of changing
governmeny policy againat
loans &till remalined, and an oppor-
Iﬂ'n]l_f to do &0 seon came. In Aug-
nat 1915 there was a crisiz of ex-
change, The pound sterllng rate de- |ers
the House of
supported sterling, a
policy it mow suddenly abandoned it
and for obvious reasons. Bankers,
including governors of Pederal Re- |dollars for which 1
serve Digtricts, guickly made thelr
presentation to the Department of | 0. Contracts for war
Bate. In the language of the Nye
they “furned the heat
viewalized the danger
that the decline of sterling  wonld
wipe opt all profts on goods sold
even hefore it was actually delly-
ered, Robert Lansing, now Hecre.
{ary of State, wrote hia famous Jet-
ter to Wilson—a letter never imelnd-
td in Lansing's Memoirs, He estl-
mated that for the year 1915, ex-
imports  would
reach the sfopendous sum of twa
The pre-
war average had been aboyt half a
“It la estimated that the

Neuntrality legislation of any sort
whatever on the part of o Gapitalisi
state I8 and can be nothiog else
than one aspect of s war program.
Different types of neutrality leglsla.-
tion are only diferent theories of
what best serves The long-ron in-
tereets of the basie war program,

What, then, are we to eonclude?
We oean and muost  concluode that
advoriey and support of neutrality
legislation ks necessarily advocacy

the imperialist state. Soch advo-
cacy and sopport within the work-
ing cluss, thercfore, Ia a form of be-
trayval on the questlon of war, It
must be expozed. fonght against,
and ellminated.

There is anly one strugile agains
war: (ke revolntlomary siroegle
ngalnst the system that breeds war,
the struggle for world soclalism,
Lat us put an end to the deadly
makers—the
capltalist  states—are golng to be
the ones to do away with that

The sirugele againgt war s nothing
other than the elass  strogele for
workers' power,

Furcopean banka have about three
and one-half bllllons of dollars in
gold in thelr vaults,"” sald Lansing,
He Insisted it would b disastroas
te withdeaw any considerable frm.
-
friea canmot fAnd the means o oy
they would bBave to sfop  boying,

) thus cragsing a  proportionade

l'::}“ ?th;nld Eﬁtl hel mﬂfi hshm":; shrinknge of American  export

; & trade.  “"The result,” said Lansing,
Councillor of the Depariment of

“waould be restriction of outpuots,
industrinl  depréession, idle capital
and [die Iabor, numerogs fallores,
financizl demoralization and gener-
al wnrest ., , ., "It would there-
fore be wnecessary, according to
Lansing, to adopt s polley of ex.
terding loans.

In the characteristic nfanner of

¥ ... we ghould say that ‘parties
will take mo action elther for or
against such a  fransaction.’ but
that thia should be orally conveyed,
agp far asa we are concerned, and
ot put in writing."”

The policy on war loans thus
changsd. The House of Morgan
floated not a mere 100,000,000 but
loans totalllng in excess of one bil-
lfon dellars,. Morgan “inrned the
heat on™ the munitlon manpfactue-
indocing them to sabscribe
heavily, The House of Morgnn e
cifme the sole purchasing agency for
the allied powers, placing orders to
the tune of.m total of three billion
rieceived the
handsome commission of $30000,-
materiale
wera let to & total of 888 firms In
which Morgan had what he de
geribed to the committes hearings
as a “negligible Intereat" As one
example of this there iz the TUnited
Btates Steel Corporation, organized
by the elder Morgan, whoe reccelved
a promotion fee of $125.000,000 in
eash and common  stocks, This
alome wotlld suggest the degree of
interest held by the House of Mor-
gan in 1.8, Stesl

atill after this change of policy
on war loans and after the initial
heavy deliveries of war materials
to thae. allled powers, Wilson man-

legal basis.

venrs of Seoltborg itself.

out of the pletare

haz carried oot successfully for thr

mass campalgn stayvs at its present

Ala., assocliate, Clarence Walls,
muss protest campalgn?
Before it Is too late and dive

movement of mass protest can save
TLeibowitz's policy will never get it

————_-—_
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aged to put Congress on  record
againsl what he called the intoler-
able attitode of Britain's interfer-
epee with the freedom of the seas.
Wilzon's Interventlon for peace at
that particular time, has been char.
peterized by Senator Clark, of the
Nve oommittee, a8 an  efort to
“draft terms definitely to the ad-
vantage of the Allies, terms which
Germany was sure bo relose, there
by opening the way for our en-
tranee info the war on the Allies
wide.” Nevertheless In the presiden-
tial elections of 1016 Wilson gould
roll up o plurality wote on the slo-
gan: “He kept s out of war,” In
reality the way had already been
opened for Amerien’s eptrance into
the war an the alde of the Allles,
Lousing Gives Game Away

In March, 1017, Wilkon proposed
hiz fatefnl declaration of war, pro-
claimed to be the resalt of ¢he loss
of “lives of peaceful and innocent
people,” in the unrestricted subma-
rine warfare that Germany put indo
effect, Hut in the voluminous dog-
umetation, the state correspond-
ence and the correspondence of the
Intermational bankers, nothing of
importance s sald abowpt the unre
stricted submarine warfare, except
insofar as lts resolts could be used
as a mover for the deliberately
planned poliey of entry into the war
In thiz respect the cable addoes-
sed sy Ambassador Page from Lon-
don to the State Department, under
date of March 5, 1917, s most re-
vealing. In terse language it states
the real cauvse for America’s en-
trafee  inte the war. Ambasaador
Page stited that the interoational
conditlon was “most  alarming o
the American fAnancial and indos.
trial outlook.” Page complained
that the allled powers could not
make shipments in gold to pay for
purchases in the United States and
gafd that: “The almost Immediate
danger, therefore, I that Framco-
Ameriean and Anglo-American ex-
change will be a0 disturbed that or-
ders by all the allled governments
will e reduced to the lovwest mind-

But they will never be moquitied If the fight is made simPly on a

The only sure foriress of the Scottgboro boya is the masses, Only
a militant campoign of mass protest can foree court and jury and the
class forces behind them to hesd the laws and to heed the evidence.
That is the lesson of hundreds of labor enses,

It is the lesson of five

In ealling this lesson to the sttention of the Committes, we must
admit that we feel ancertain of its reception,
reports, obviously after an interview with Lelbowltz, that the defense
& going to test the theory of winning this ease by keeping radicals

The Mew York Times

The buys were arrested, charged, tried and convicted before =
radien]l or a Ubers]l or a Yankes intervened in their bebalf, The ery
of "Reds” {8 a prosecution trick, The intentlon of Leibowits, which he

ee years thanks to the LLD., is to

run everybody out of the case except reactlonaries, and to see that the

low @bl oF Zinks &ven lower.

Before one asks whether the Committee will be able to stop his
plans, one must aak whether the Commitiee intemds to. The Committes
gtates that It has retained Leibowitz and hig reactionary Huntaville,
Then iz not Leibowite's strategy the
strategy of the Committee? Then how can the Commitice organize &

consequences result, we call opon

the Seottshoro Defense Commitles to reconslder its poliey- The Beotts-
boro boys are in grave danger. Only a broadly organizéd, pEEresslve

them. The enly victory is freedom.

cossation of transatlantle trade'
He felt that the pressure of this
approaching crisls had gone beyond
the abllity of the Morgan fAndncinl
agency—menning that it weaa time
for the T.8. government to inter-
wvene directly,

FPage's Letter

“If we should go to war with
Germany”, sald Ambassador Page,
“the greatest belp we could give the
Alliea would b such a credit.™
Further on in the same cable he
added : “Perhaps our golng (o war
is the only way in which our prom-
{nent trade position can be main-
tained and a panic averted.,,

A few weeks later the United
States declared war on Germany ;
and when it was over 120,000 Amer-
fcan goldiers had lost their lives
while another 18270y were woun-
ded. But according to testimony of
Charles A, Beard, in his “American
Teviathan,” the American corpors-
tions, which became the merchapds
of death; fAlled thelr coffers with
gold, These corporations made pro-
fits of thirty-eight blllion dollars.
over and above all deductions, In-
cluding excess profit taxes, For
them America’s entranes into the
wir became an excesdingly Iluera-
tive buslness.

Thus the real causes of Americe's
entrance into the world war an: re-
vealed, While the House of Morgan
became the princlpal object In the
investigntions now about to be eon-
cluded, we do not, of course, face
the problem of one indlvidoal, or
gome individeals, as the actual io-
stigatora of war., On the contrary.
What we face s the svatem that
inevitably prodpces wars; and &
clpas, the bourgeolsie, the représent.
atlves of fHinance capital and of the
Industrial corporations, in collusion
with their agents In governmental
positions, that engineer the plans
and preparations for war, To the
working ¢lass this is the réal enemy.
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