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Fight Police
In Vermont

W alkout

Marble Workers Battle
[Militantly After Three
Month Siege

By CYRUS RIGBY

RUTLAND, ¥it. —New HEngland,
the traditionmal bhome of granibe-
Mie, rugeged Americaw Individa-
allsm, was Tuesday also the scene
of oppressed Yaokee workers In re-
wolt. For three months the workers
of the Vermont Marble Company,
of Ruotland, have been out on strike.
Hach week thelr battle has been
drawing cloger to vlctpry.

Bo dlose - to victory, indesd, had
the strikers' battle becoms that the
company, and ifa weated legal al-
Hes, declded td act. Picketing had
becn diseiplined and constant. Omn
Tuesday morniog, a gang of scabs
wis engaged in loading marble onto
D. and H. gondola sars, which wera
hiteched to an englne under steam,
The scabs were protected by a
squad of D. apd H. professional
gunmen (called railroand pelice)
hidden in the cab of the locomotive,
All morbing & Hne of abont J00
pekets marched back and forth
along the trachks,

The Battle

About moon two scabs,  Arihor
Alwlll and Radeliffe Lyons, the for-
mer a company superlntendent, at-
tempted to leave the marble yard
In Alwlll’'s car, sscorted by armed
deputtes in auntomobiles following.
The seabs’ car was  gtoned and
Torced by the plokets to halt. Im-
mediatély the deputies got out and
ordered the massed workers to dls-
perse. As soon as they began lay-
{ng hands on the bDearest plekets,
the battle commenced.

Workers nsed whatever weapons
came fate ther hands; depoaties, pe-
enforoed by & torrent of new depu-
tlez that come pooring mirnealons-
Iy from the compauy office nearby,
need mnightsticks and  blackjacks.
Ome gtriker, unarmed except for hia
fiats, was eeen to fall twice under
blows from a nightstick, only to
et up again and porsos the fight,
Women ag well as men etaged In
the bloedy fray until the police
forcea began to reallze they were
getting the worst of §t. Then the
deaperate guardinns of capitallam
put more modern weapons into ac-
tion. A tear gus bomb was horled
and exploded In the midst of fho
workera. But the retreal, unavele-
ahlg in the face of this enslaughbt,
wias both orderly and dignified.
Bome atrikers mercly withdrew 2
fow wards to awalt develaproents
Others marched into unloa bead-
gquarters to prepare for a foesh at-
tack by the law.

When the Bmalie Clearad

When casualties were econnied
1t was found that the working clasa
batting average wis remarkably
high: 12 deputy sherlffa were sent
to the hospltal against & of the
milltant strikera, It was impoasible
Lo count those on both gldes with
more minor Injuries, but those sent
to the hospital were w1l In serlous
oondition. Busines of arresting
sirike leaders was begun as soon as
Bherllf Schoenfeld's bomb had pre-
pired the way for the Btmte's AL-
torney's dramatle entrance on the
get. Some of the ten sirlkers arrest-
ed were unable to walk; one was
agtill nneonsclons and blesding as he
was carrled forcibly off to jall

In splte of Ehelr notoricus Ver-
mont samugness, the “disinferested"
cltizens of Rtotland are more sym-
pathetlc with the atrike than it
wiotlld sstm from caplialist press
neconnts, Reporters for the Rotland
Daily Herald, for exampile, have
attempted to stir wp chaavenistic
fecling agalnst IPolish workers in-
volved in the strike—while at the
game time they have heen compelled
to make pablic the arrest of two
selecimen, Dwiyer and Thomas, over-
seers of - the poor, on charges of
having failed to provide clothing
tn chdldren of atriking marble work-
eras. Farmers amnd Ruoflaod towns-
people who work, as well oz ihe
gmanller merchants, are gencrally on
the slde of the strikers,  Toarger
bonginess men, Rotarians and news.
aper awners are flichiing for the
enpltalists.

Shitents Support Strike

At warions thwes sinre rhe <ieike
Begnn infetleciunls 1iving in Vermont
msl neizhiboring states bhave come
ont In ecmplete accord with the
gtrike.  Stadentz of nearby Twavth-
month College  have  elven  thelr
support by a benelit performanee of
“Whalthaz For Lefie”

It =eems Lo be a finksh stragzle!

i ek AT el :
AL TR nTiernnet decdolly i Cparment industry this I=a teansition

ing perommwl et that  Gaow,
Chnriea M. Smitly =2 to sicod B
Matinanl Goardemen  from  Mont-
peller  were Dofh deoted and  re-

affirneed in Ruotland on Thuarsday.
Mesnwhile the sirikers were again
assembling their pleket lines.
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tinting  themselves  from the  top
1 burcanerats,  There were workers
ta he chvelledl, =@rikes to e orgzon-
il O conbd sgiinte for a Inbor

i odbiers less promibvent, bhecnimne

By A. J. MUSTE

Developments are taking place in
the meedle trades ubions which are
in themselves lmportant and are
also in conslderable measure typleal
of what 18 taking place or will In
Indusiry penerally.

‘When we seek to understand
trends in the union movement, we
have first of all t¢ examine In-
dustrial conditions and in particolar
the developments In the industry in
which a given union operates.
What, then, is taking place in the
garment indusiry todiy? For res-
sons which space does mot permit
us to go inte, but among which the
Matlonal Recovery Act was not the
only or even the most Important
one, the garment industry experlenc
ed & declded opturn in 19334,
Cut-threat competition had in the
closing days of the Hoover erg re-
sulted in such chaocs that even the
employers, at least lmportant sec-
tions of them, were prepared to
acsept government “regulation’™ and
to deal with unloos in return for
an opportunity to put prices np and
malntaln them at some lovel. Bome-
thing like “proaperity’” obtalned for
a coupla of yénra,

The Changing Situstion

Gradually, however, the scens has
been shifting. In the genceral econ-
omy of the country the basis for
genuine and lagting prosperity has
not been 1ald, There 18 a hoge army
of unemployed. The wage level
remaing far below that of 1820,
The market remaing & restricted
one for every indastry. The upturn
which has occurred, however, callses
vinplovers to be impatient of the
slight restraints to which they were
subjected In the early days of the
Iteosewelt pdministration. The M.,
A, lp declared ynconstitutional,
Even In the garment indostry whr!m
the nightmara of 1930-2 1z Dot yet
entirely forgotten and N.R.A. con-
ditlong are in conglderable measune
“woluntarily” maintained, competi-
tion becomes @Vir more Severs,

The wege to break all bouds—
move “out of town™ in order to
earipe unlon wage rates, the policy
of playing o an unilmited number
of shoestring contractors againat
each other, ett-— bicomes ever
ptronger. For the most part it does
not yet take the form of direct and
open eutting of wage rites or of a
fight againgt the ankons, bat of e
sigtance: againat any further con-
ceszlons as L wager, hours and &on-
ditions and a steady pressore on
union representatives in the shope
to relax standards while formally
the contract §s maintained. The
tme when the employers will re;
sort to the more extreme methods
iz probably not far distant, however.

Union Gaing

The unlons in the garment in-
dustry made huge gaing in 18634,
They were lnatromental in lowerlng
hours and raising wages from the
depression level. The internal con-
troversles which had rent the unlons
subsided, s they have a habit of
dotng in o peried of growth and
seeess,  Even the Old Guard and
the top burcancricy were able to
put up a plawsible appearance of
efficlency and progressiviam. Wera
they not making demands on the
empoyers aud getting results? Wit-
wess, In another industry, John Lo
Lewls even before he openly launch-
e his crusaqe for indostrial anion-
fzm. {We are not speaking of the
emsential role played by Hillman,
Duabinsky, ef. nl, ander the MNow
Dxval on which the New Milltant
has feequently stated s position).

There was an immense amount )
of organizing, administrative ond
mddueational work to be Jone and tha
afficials turned to voung workers,
and intellectuals, Socialist party
members, Lovestonites io the needle
trades, ete. to assist; and the fact
that these more politicalized work-
era could give militant talks to the
warkers and o militant collaboration
to the union was an additlonal re-
commendation in the eres of the
oificials. We were supposed o be
raving a “revelution™ undsr KRoose-
vielt in 1033, On their part militauts
il progressives who did mot hold
n ehar-ent oand complete Marxist
mosltion {in more Chan weame ) fomnd
it falrly easy fo keep thelr con-
Actenoes  quilet while not d@ifferent-

vopky, Drhseassion over deepsr im-
atieations of wnien  policy  wonld
Save to owait.,  Figores suelh as
Simmeriean of Tacal 22 LLGAVT

il mdmdnd=ieation in some of the
P I IR THT TR
Test Yet to Come
W hoave poiufed oul tlint in the

The renl test of the nnjons
in the industry, suef of the varloe
clementg In (e unlonrs has there-
fore not wet come. 1L will, when
the emplovers go gtill further with
abregating the eantrnet in faet even
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Developments in the Needle Trades;
A Program for the

L

ng ressives

if not In name, and presently de-
mand sobstantial "concesslons™ in
the contract itself and seek to wipe
out the volong If they offer real
oppesition, Buch & testiong peried
these unlons passsd throogh after
tho war and pogb-war expansion,
with what disastrous results for the
workers is too well known. In such
a perlod a weall-organised progressiva
or left wing with a nucleus of re-
voluionary Marxists under the
guldance and discipline of & revo-
Intlonacy party, is needed.

Buch a progresive movement does
not exiat in the needle trades today.
We aré as o matter of fact withoess-
ing the digintegration of the old
left wing forces and only the sarly
beginoings of a new genulne jeft
wing adapted to the nDesds of the
coming pericd. The Stalinlsts and
those nnder thelr Influsnce are Do
longer & left wing force, but rather
nn extremely conservative one. Im
not & few inetances In the neadle
trades unions they ally themselves
openly with the 8P, old goardlsts
or even more reactionary elements,
It iz not necossary o dwell on the
detalls. The dissipation of the left
movement in the aonions as a8 resalt
of the Insane polictes pomosd by
the Stalinists over a perlod of years
s, howewver, a factor that cannok be
ton gtrongly emphasized. The fact
that-t 1= poesible for the Stalinists
atill to masguerade ns “the Teal
revolutionists™ makea the situation
more diffienlt. They will not fally
expose themselves until the erisis
in the industry and the onlons is
much forther advanesxi than It is
today,

A Hot House Plang

The game holds troe of the Love-
stoueites. for example. The 80-
enlled progressive movement onder
iheir leadership by noe means oon-
stitutes n  dependable left wing
fighting foree. It §8 8 hob-house
plant fostered by the wonlon admin-
fstration. It i not & rank and file
movement born oul of and hardened
by the struggle over lssues. For
ihe proesent the Lovestonelbe unlon
officials can stll obscure and evade
the Esuez,  Bot when the conditions
in the trade worsen and cmployers
demand meal and open oonoesRiong
from the unlons, aud the Hillmans
and Dubloskys are prepared a8 ever
to help the ecmployem “save the
Industry,” then they will be unable
to egquivecate suecessfully, to work
Iand in glove wilh the top bureaun-
crats and at the same me pose
as prorressives’” and “Bolshevika.™
And when we obeerve that alvendy
Lovestoneite officials such as Zim-
merman find it necessary to go out
of thelr way to seek to combat the
sifll weak forces of the Workers
Party in the needle trades, we get
an Inkling of the course they will
then take.

The facl that this Iz such & tran-
gitfon perfod as we have sketched
aceounts for the utterly confused
pleture presented by the wvarlous
“groups’” and “clubs” in the needle
trades unlops and the maneuvers
i which they are engaging. It

largely accounts also for the exteént
to¢ which the members In thoss
unions are impreased by the Stalinist
projosals for unifying groups, even
though this often takes the form of
uniffeation with out-and-out right
wing machine “clubg” and even on
occasfon the proposal that “there
ought to be ne groups o the wolon
at all" which In practice always
means that there be no organized
foree opposed to the union “mach-
ina!* The members sgonse that
something is wrong ; they feel vagne-
Iy that danger threatens. But the
izsues are not yet sharply defined.
It muat be, they feel, that there Are
“top many groups’; let us bhave
Funity,"

No one can lay down a set of
simple rules which ean be applied
In every specific case in this com-
fused sliuatlon. ThHere are, how-
ever, 8 few gulding Ideas for the
activity of the genulne progress]ves
in this perled.

Guiding Ideas for Progressives

1. It must be frankly recognized
that this Is a transition period.
Confusion, inability to make rapld
headway, and 80 on, musl not in-
duce discouragement or impatience.

2. The desire of the workers for
unlty cannof of course be met with
n mnegative, head-on attack. Pro-
gressives themselves must, however,
not fall inte the notion that the meal
left wing s going to be bully by an
nttempd to fose heberogeneons el
ments on Any or no program. So
fur as possible they muodt wean the
workers away from illusions and
sentimentality abont “unity in the
ahstract.

4, As a general thing unlty with
Staliniet “rank and file” groups s
et A progressive step. What (8 pro-
gresslve ig to expose the role the
Htalinists are playing—their cap
itnlation fo the 5.P. old guard, the
unkon right wingers, thelr reaction-
ary propogals of “to groape In the
nnfan”, &te. United actlon for spe
cifie endg to test oot the penuineness
of unity proposals may be resorted
g, If in & glven local unlon merger
with such a group In the only way
to break up the old sitnation and
toward developing a geoulne left
wing. progressives muost take the
step In awarcness of It meaning,
must not regand merger as the end,
ng gemd in liself, and they muost so
far as possible disabuse the member-
ship of Illualons,

4. Flnally, a genuine left-progress-
ive movement Ia bullt apon issues,
The lssues will emerge ever moro
ghiarply, MThen the warions tend-
ciches and elements in the onjons
will appear in thelr troe colozs.
Hince a new left wing must be ballt
on the basls of a program, those
fadvanoed workery who ocongtitote
the nucless of that lefi-wing must
already begln to differentiate them-
asslves in the eyess of the members
from othars. to become the exponents
of lssues ms they arise, to show
themse]ves as militant and respons-
ible leadera In the shops, so that as
the cooflict decpens the members
may know to whom to tarn,

Union Hits

Dis_m_issals

{Continued from Page 1)
circumstances would they ever be
tnken back.

“Bwing and Solosy attracted on-
favarahle attention in  company
creles beeause of their work s
editors of ane of our pablications,
The Gas Man; and because in No-
vemher, 1034, they were appolnted
to investigate the conduct of the
company unlon's geperal councll In
behalf of the workers in the com-
pany's chemical department, Fol-
Inwing that Investigation they re-
ported that the company unfon ovl
dently had been formed fo make
the employess belleve they had col.
leetive bargalning when thie waa
ot troe.”

Accompanying Mr. Wersing's let-
ter was A copy of an affidavik by
{Chnrles Smith, a former opecative
for the Railway Awgdlt and Inspec-
tiom Company, a defective agency,
attesting that he wos assigned fo
ahpdow Holosy while the Intter was

cmployed  Ine (he elicmienl depart- |

momt of the Astorian Light, 1leat,
el Power Company, an allinte of
s Conselhilaled Gos Co. IheCu-
mentary  ovidence al=a was nvail-
nble, the Mayor was told, to show
ihnt Waclng wns shadowed by an-
other  opeeative  from e s
NECNEY,

“Tm the latter pavt of 1985 more
than 1500 workers wore  dropped
by the Consolidated-Edison system,™
Mr.  Werzing's  letter charged,

“These additionn 300 Iny-offs com- |

ing on top of last week's break-
down are clearly Indicative of the
avatem's attitode of contemptuous
indifference to. the public anfety.
Thiag actlon i in efect o re-state-
ment of the ssytem’s Implied con-
tention thot it alone roles the lght
angd power Indogtey in Greater New
Yaork, and it shows anew that the
Conzalldated-Edizon alliance I8 con-
cerntd not with sapplying adequate
sprvice (o consumers, bot in reaping
a5 large a profif as the foafie will
hear.”

Coples of the Brotberhood's com-

—
Ohio WPA
Wiprs Rise
{(Continwed from Page 1)
have walked off thelr jobs and come
directly in a bedy to the headquar-
ters to be organized.

Heporis of sentiments in the local
JWurhrr: Alliapce, which has con-
slatently refused to cooperate with
!t'ne unfon and Unemployed League
in the WPA fight, doe to the dis
ruptive and slanderoas teclics of
the G, P, members who have In-
vaded i, indieste that the rank
and file is beglnning to demand
Joint action with the unilon and
the leagues.

The unlen i putting out a week.
Iy paper on the jobs, the "“"WPA
Tnfon News,”™ which has met with
n  tremendous  response,  Speclal
weelly lenders’ classes on  unem-
ployment and labor problems are

being held hy the unlen at the
Toledn Workers Echool.

Likelihood of Stade WPA Sirike

Al indications paint o o tne-
mendously  rapld growth of the
| nulon, with a corresponding growth
of the Unemployed TLeagues, ‘The
uninn hing aclhileved genmine stnbili-
fv aud the fdestosicnl ebarpcier of
tl: membership b= sorprisiegly od-
vinee] Cor =uels o large monss or-
gunlfzation. The tactic of organis.
ing the WIEA workers inte o 8enn-
rate orEnvizatioeal form toe deal
with  thelr partiedlay  problems,
while Huked organizntionally with
the general amembloved movement,
appenrs to be o sudccessial oone,
from 1he results obtafued here
There is n grent Hkelihood that
the growing sentiment for  joint
aetion  with  the Unemloyed

i

plaint went to Nile B MaHhie,
echalrman, Public Berviee Commis-
ghon: Alauriee P, Dovidzon, Com-
mismioner of Water Sapply, Gas,
and Electriclty; John H. Delancy,
chairman, Doard of Transporation
John J. MeElligotr, Flre Commis-
sloner; Diwr. Jobhn L. Rice, Health
Commissioner; and Mra. Elinore
M. Herrlek, regional chalrman,
Matlomal Tahor Relatlons Board.

By JAMES EVANS

“Eoviet Bussla and Ethiopia would
be the goats™

Rodney Dutelver, Washington NEA
correspondent, thus predicts the
resulta that would accompany the
posaible dissolotion of the League
of Matlops in his column for Jam-
uary 8. As the crisls of lnternatlon-
al eapitallsm becomes more fcote,
it is certain that neither a weak
fendal nor a highly developed work-
ers' republle would be spared from
aggreasion.  When thieves faed
desperate extremities, they take
defiperate measures. Can any in-
formed observer deny that the par-
ticular type of thieves' howor, ex-
emplified by the League of Nations,
is= crumbling along with the hold
that the thievea have on the world?
Dutchier snye rather truthfully for
an employee of the capitalist press:

Behind the Seenes

“Statesmen are constantly templed
by the idea of agreements which
would preserve peiica o pestern
Europe and localize war by giving
Germany a free hand to attack
Russia while tossing Ethiopia to the
Fasghal wolf. * * *Thers are power-
ful slements both In England snd
Franes which hold that destroctlon
of the Soviet government would be
a fine thing for the world.. The
ooy gquestion among diplomats here
is how Influsstinl those dements
have besn and may be expected bo
be in the backrooms of Internation-
al politics.

“An alfertgtive plan calls for an
‘iron ring’ around Germany, which
would regqulre appeasment of Mus-
saolini and eo-operation from Tialy.
The appeasment presumably would
over a benevolent Anglo-French
attitude toward Italian designs on
Austris.

“That allernative may yof be
clyien.. The British sod Freach
may have had it In mind when they
irled to serve up Etflopla on &
plaller to Mussolinl,, But reetnl
ronVersations betwoen the Fremch

of it all

*But it can bo sald acthoritative-
Iy that Berlin Is eager for an under-
standing with London, and that
Moscow, [oFever worrying aover the
possibility of attack from Germany
and Jagman at the same time, Is
jlttery.”

These statements are plain and
apparent to any revolutionist. He-
neath all te pompdus ceremonies
of the Leagone sessions, and the
hiypocriticnl oratory about sanctions,
still other sessiong are being held—
gatherings at which the Soviet Unlon
la discuszed but to which It 1s not
invited. And In those seaslons, the
glik-hat banditz drop the ldealistic
posz of the forum., They beoome
business men discussing & blg deal:
the dismemberment of the Boclalist
commaonwealth and the accompany-
ing destruction of asoclalist tend-
enclea thropghout the world.

———

Loaded Dies

Moreover, the Boviet TUplon s
pMaced in the melancholy poaltion of
being a window-dressic:: for the
contemplated attack ppoen its very
life, Its entranoe into the Lefagos
gave that body an unwarranted
pregtipe In the eyes of milllons of
workers, VYoluntarily, Litv¥lnoff
agreed to play o garw with loaded
dise—for all the high-flown talk
about “taking advantage of the
iperiallst contradictiona.™  The
Boviet government has relled upon
the personal Iintegrity of sleek di-
plomats Instead of the revolutiongry
defensge of the workers. It has
depended upon Laval, Benes, and
Baldwin to protect it against attack
from the predatory system which
these pentlemen upbold.

Certainly, anyone can see thal the
French “Popular Front"” amounts
only to gradual emascnlation of the
revolutiopary mmovement In  that
powerful imperialist country. With
the Popular Front staving off the
inevitable reckoning throneh the
shameful truce entered  into by
Thorex and Blom, Laval s frec to
cegotiate with Hiter ot one door
nnd Mussolinl at the other,

Laval Bides Hiz Time

When this is accompilshed, the
French Fascists will make their hid
for power, while Monslenr TLaval
lights his clgar with the Franco-Bo-
viet pact. A concentrabed attack
ppon the Hoviet Unlon, flerce sup-
prossion of all working-clasa move-
ments, will be the tragle resolts of
the SHoviet foreign  policy.  The
“democratic nations” eulogized at the
Seventh Congrees of the Comlnlern
will there relleve themselves of the
painful imcubos of democracy, Sol-
diers who might have been influeng.
ed for the prolelarian revolvetion,
had not the Comintern abandoned
its propagande In the arnbes, will
murch from thelr barracks to kil
the tollers both of thelr own natlon-
allties and of the Soviet Unlon,
Moreaver, the Soviet Unlon has
Inrgely forfelted the cocfidenos of
the colonial peopled by contlining
to sell ofl to Fascler Italy.

The hour of decklon hag come
for the international worsing class!
Therse He potent within modern
spriety the faclors for the reallza-
tion of ¥Fascism and the factors for
tive establlshment of Communism.
Theee are motually aontaconlstic
isues, nob to e sdved by support
of international eapitalist alliances
and vagoe “unitsd fronts” with
prosperous gentlemen who sy overy-
thing and mean aothing. 'This s
the honr for soecial revolubtion !

For, ag this paper has repentedly
emphasgized, the central isane Iz not
Fascism versns Democracy. It 18
Fasclsmn versug Communiam. The
workers cin win only under the
leadership of & party which marches
unflaggingly to the historle goal of
the workers, The order of the day
ig mot the buollding of reformist
“Labor partles™ which forther con-
fise the mases. The order of the
day is the bullding of the revolutlon-
ary party. But the time 18 short!

Leaguea now manifesting liaelf in
the Workers Alliance will shortly
pave the way for n siate-wide unit-
ed front between the two organiza.
tlong and the Ohic Balldiog Trades
Counnells in &  state-wide WEA
strike,
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LUXEMBOLRG
Memorial Meeting
SUNDAY, JAN. 26, 8:15 P.M.
Grant Fraternlty Hall
1626 Arch Streef, 3rd floor
Bpeakera:
MAX SHACHTMAN
HEditor New Internatlonal

MANNY GARRETT
Editor Young Spartacus

Auap: Phlladelphin Branch, W.P,

Brownsville Open Forum
“Sex and the Class Struggle”

Speaker:

DR. OSCAR TROPP
well known physician
Friday, Jan. 24, 8:30 P.M.
1776 Pitkin Ave., nr. Stone

OPEN FORUM
LOCAL 22, LL.G.W.U.

“The Governmént and the Unions™
Speaker :
A. J. MUSTE
THURSDAY, JAN. 30, ¢ P.M.

in Councll Boom of Local 22
£32 West 4h St., W. Y. [
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Liebknecht - Luxemburg
Anniversary

LECTURE AND DANCE

8:30 P.M.—Speech by NATHAN GOULD, National Sec-
retary 8.Y.L., on “The Life and Work of Karl Lieb-
knecht and Rosa Luxembourg.” Short musical program.

9:30 M. Dancing, refreshments,

SATURDAY EVENING, JANUARY 25, 1936

Auspices: Spartacus Youth League, N. Y. District

Good band.
. Hat check 25c
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THE WORKERS

By JOHN WEST ;

A forty-eight page pamphlet for the priee of 10e; in lots of il
Here Ig an excellent pamphlet explaining in a popular style the
enuges of imperialist wars in the present epoch, the role of pacifism

gnd social reformism. It gives the Marxion answer to many ques-
tloms that have arlsen out of the present war developments, sane-

Bend your orders to the NEW MILITANT, 55 East 11th St,

[“Snuiet Russia and Ethiopia the Goals’’

Behind the Scenes

Relief Rolls
Are Pruned

In Texas

Starvation, Gralt, and
Corruption Rile
In State

(Special to the New Militant)
By JAMES EVANS

DALTLAS, Texas—The Texas re-
llef aunthoritles are attempting to
appease the hordes of unmemployed
with a few meager victuals before
degperation flares into rebellion.
Adam @& Johnson, the Southern
aristocrat who directs relief activi-
tlea in this state, has annoanced
that surplus vegetables atill in the
lecal comlmarless would be distribu-
ted to the nnemployed who have
been dropped from the rolls. Test
Colonel Johnson appear to be a
post-Christmas Santa Claus, it
ghonld be remembertd that some-
thing hap to be dooe with the sor-
plua beans now that direct relief
is belng suspended. This form of
dole will help to perpetuate the
illualona of a benefleent govern-
ment among the workers, causing
thim to think that the Loml Hoose-
velt will continue to sdatter some
manna thelr Wy,

FPruning the Relisf Rolls

Meanwhile, the relief rolls are
being pruned feverishly to eliminate
every Individual worker seho cannaot
comply with the intricate roilogs of
those who fatten on poverty. The
atate commizslon has [ngtrocted ita
army of loeal flunkies to sobmit &
list of their clients with the reasons
for retaining them on rellef, Every
client, certifled sinee November 1at
iz being dropped from the WEPA
regardless of his personal clrenm-
atances. I know one young teacher,
employed on an adolt edvcation
project, who la entively typleal of
those recelving the axe withouot
even the formality of advance no-
tice. Thig particular cllent has &
pregunant wife, a child, his father,
and his mother to sapport.

The case workers, who has thuas
turned five people into the bheead-
line, iz #a womabe who has nDever
tonched A broom hor picked a row
of cotton 1o per Ufe. When ghe was
appointed to this position two years
ago, she boasted to relief clients
that she was very gind to have this
employment. "I have had nothing
to do but ride aroond and spend
maoney,” she sald

Passing the Buck
When a project worker prolesta
over his dismissal, the boek 18 e smed
from one official to the other, Each
pMush-chair grafter politely contra-
dleta the other ontll finally the

worker abandons his appeal ont of
rage or aleer disgnet. For as long
ne workers can b2 focled into bellev-
Ing that individual officlala amw
their friends, they will not resort to
masa pressure and  defeat  these
courteous parveyors of starvation,

The destltate members of the
middle clasa are not rdjoired to alt
with those in overalls while walt-
ing their turn to beg for joba. Rot
this partiality ends at the offios
doors, Competent professionals, in
dife heed, are bebg denled employ-
ment on the coltural projects merely
becanse they have attained some
professional standing — although
they have simultinecusly loat thelr
incomes, On omne writers' project,
there {8 not o slogle bona-fide writer
emyployed, while the supervisor is a
viry rectlonary school téacher. In
farct, there are probably not & dozen
qualified writers in the state who
are working on any of these “liter-
ary” projects.

From Red River to Rlo Grands

Meanwhile, the old line labor
leaders are attempting qulckly to
muffle the widespread strike sentd-
ment. Any day may witness a
spontanecus  walkout of project
workers, badly organlzed and led
by men who lack strike experience,
Buf, mevertheless, the WPA strike
remalng the order of the day in
Tezas, n strike which st be called
and won throogh immediate co-
afdinatlon of all vnemployed work-
o5 ahd progressive trade unfonlsts
The only hope for the workers of
Texng 1= a salld strilke front from
the Red River to the Rio Grande!

Proteet Yourselves Agalust the
Hazards of Life. Join the

|
1884-1935 |

| vrgonized, managed by and for
waorkers with only one pucpaess |
to render protection to members I
{ and their familles, and to sup-|
pert all endeavors and stroggles

for the Improvement of tollers,

About 5000 members organ- |
l=ed in 360 bhranoehes, Hegerves
5,400,000,

Treath beneflt graded sccord-
ing to age &t eutey. Slck benefit
payments from £225 to §H00—to
men amd women, according toef
clusses, |

Monthly gasessments from 45¢§
to $2.10.
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