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struggles which were of a vital in-
tereat to the working class as =
whohe,

But when the United States on-
tered the Workd Wiar, the American
Fedoration of Labor and the ma-
Jority of the anions supported the
war whereas the Soclallst Party
brcame an anti-war party. The old
Boclallst militants who sarvived the
persecutions  of the war perlod
think that thelr position woe right,
that they could not have acted dif-
ferently.

The differeot pogltiona of the
trade unlons and of the Socialist
Party toward the war allenated
these tWwo movements from each
other, This marked the end of the
collaboration betwesn the fwo
moviemenia  With very few exoeD-
tions, the trade wuonion movement
slipped towards a conservative pol-
icy and the Party became isolated
from the organized working colass
While we were thos isolated, the
war came o an end and the Party
had te fight against a powerfully
organizs] Communiai movement in
Its midet which led to the splitting
of the Party in 1819, Three Com-
munist parties were organized by
former members of the Soclallst
Party, while Ingide the Party there
ptill remained members infloenced
by Mosrow. ‘The ficht inslde the
Party cootinued for a number of
Fears, producing a serfons loss of
membership:; the morale of the
Parly continged to decline and dis-
opuragement took hold everywhere,

Contrary fo the BEuropean coun-
tries, the Unlted Statea emerged
from the World War prosperous.
Generally speaking, the workers
wire content and Soclallat propa-
ganda made no progress amonE
them. With the cxcepilon “of g
glight Jdepression in 1921-22,  the
peried from 1916 to 1920 may be
called the Golden Ape of American
capitalisme.  Thare was relalively
Hetly uoemployment, and wages and
working conditions were, on the
whole, stisfactory to the workera,

In the course of this perted, the
Commuanist organizations condueted
a violent war npon the trades on-
ooz and the Socialist Party. In
cortain cases the Communists de-
sroyed the trade polon orgoniza-
tions and exhausted the workers
befors the EIItpEI;I:ﬂ'rH, The trades
anlona, for thelr part. deelared war
upsn  the Communizstz,  However,
they did not yet establlsh with sof-
ficient clarity the distinction  he-
tween (he Communist and the So-
ealist position, with the -result that
our Party was lookel upon with
piapiclon {f mob with a vittual hos-
tility by o large part of the organ-
ld workers. It must b zald that
certiin  Soclalizts, notably  among
the numerous so-alled “intellectu-
ala” aml among the inexperbenced
yoath, whom our position against
the war had atiracted into  the
Party, did a good deal to provoke
thia hoatility by their harsh eriti-
clam of the trde union movement.
Meanwhile, there was glzo a deeline
in the membership of the Commun-
fat Party, and bitter infernal atrug-
glea provoked expulsions and aplits,

The Crisis

The great imdustrial erizis which
began in October, 1920, prodoced a
niw sifnation, The Bocinlizt Party
which numbered more than 100,000
members in 1910, had fallen down
te less than 10,000 members. With
the sharpening of the crisls, nwew
ebements jotned the Party, The
growth was not very congistent and
eéren today the membership is only
about 18000, Many of the new
members were poung people who
had jost guoit high schanls or col-
legea and there was & eonsideriahile
differencs in age betwieen the Parly
volerana and the new members,
which produnesd an abnormal sito-
ation leading to condlicts amd dis-
harmony, Ignorant of the cwhjective
conditions which led o fhe decline
of the Party, of the Communist
movement and of the trade onion
maovement, the wyounger olemenis
concluded that the veterans  were
responalble for the weakpoess of the
Fariy.

At the same time, the trades un-
foms woere, at the ontsel, so absaerioe]
by the problema: rilsed by the crisis,
and which even threatonesd cortain
trades unions with disruption, that}
it was difeolt te recrndt members
for the Party among them,  Flow-
ever, with the continuntlon of the
erisis, the trades unioos little by
little ahandoned a4 nomber of thelr
views and their conservatise poli
clea,  TIp till then they had hoen
very little intercsted An soclal legis-

tion,  But sinee 1929 they have
rogressively changed thelr attitude
nd they are now fighting for num-
erous Important measures of thia
kind, and the prejedices against the
Bocinlist Party are  disappenring
little by Jttle, In the meantime,
the Communists eontinue thelr in-
trigues within the trade onlong and
toward the end of 196534 the Ameri-
can Federation of Labor fssued a
new manifiealo  declaring war on
the Commiunist movement,

Blnen 1932

Tt conflict jonxide the Party
came ont inte the oapen uat the Na-
Honal Party Conveotlon held in

1852, when the pew elements sought
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to remove Morrls Hillgait from . his
post a8 Mational Chairman. Hill-
gquit, while golng to the extreme
limit In his attempts to reconclle
the divers: elements and +o contrib-
ute to harmony Inside the FParty,
kad & clear and flem pozitlon on
the fumndamental gqoestions of prine-
iples and tactics, He always con-
gldered thatl it would be Impoasible
to bulld up a geouwine Boclallst
movement in the political deld un-
lezs mutually friendly relations and
collaboration between tho Boelalist
Party and the Amerlcan trade un-
fonp movement were establighed. Hao
also considered that in view of the
very nature of Amerienn [pstitu-
tlone, it was an iodispensable con-
ditiom tp all progress and all Bo-
cialist suecess to base ourselves en-
tirely upon demosratie and constl-
tutionnl methods of politieal action,
And that is why, since 1822, he
had more and more vielently con-
demned every attempt to flirt with
the Communists and thelr sympa-
thizers and hod just as vigorously
opposed the Socialist Party being
drawn Into alllances with various
types of bourgeols reformists,

~ The essence of the gquestion at
the Milwaokee Convention was oot
the personality of Morris Hillguit
but the conception of Soclalism
which he held. However, during
the underground campalgn which
was condacted agalnst him for sevs
eral months, eapecially ontgide of
New York Clty, hls opponents apoke
of  “Americanizing” the Party,
dwelt opon the fact that he was &
foreigner by birth, accused him of
subinitting to the old traditions of
the European movement, and also
made oee of the popolar prejudice
agningt Mew York which (s inti-
mately linked with American na-
tiviem snd with the agrarian ten-
dencles of the south and the west

Hillguit was reclected by o very
amall majority, but his opponents
obtained a sfrong representation in
the new National Exeoutive Com-
mitbee; he was then afflicted by
hig illness which ended with his
death in Oectober, 10323, and which
gave them the apper hand.

When the Natonal Conventlon
met in June 1834, the division in-
gide the Party had become wecy
saricus amd the events in Eoreps
had contriboted to fnercase farther
the fundameotal difcerences of
opinlon, The defeat of the work-
ing eclag in Germany amd in Aus-
trin, the selzure of power by the
Nazls, the danger of a new war,
and the discouragement which res
sulted from the continmation of the
crisiz, had strong repercussions up-
on the immature mind of the mem-
berghip and above all, upon our
youth. They began Lo despise cyn-
ically the whole Euwropean maowe-
ment and argued that the defeat
was doe to the “old policles and the
old leaders.” They argucd that the
program of the Party had to e
radically revised “to the Left™

Inzide the Party, a very distioet
Communist faction was formed and
varlous Communist groups blondly
sent thelr members into the Party
and inta the youth organization in
ariler to “bore from within” The
new elements obiained the majoricy
an the National Execullve Cocmit-
tep during this convention, which
#lsp adopted A new Declaration of
Principles which gyrouscd controver-
#les the like of which had moi been
geen in #0 vielent a form sinee the
H]‘“ﬂ’{h‘: with the Communists in
111 Tnited froot attemnpts with
Communist arganizations also con-
reiteted o the condlicf,

The new Declaration was adopled
by the membership In a  referen-
dum by a vobte of 5,933 agalnst
4572, that iz, b¥ a majority of
10431, Iits opponents declared that
it wns a step towarnds a Communist
declaration and its sopporters de-
mieed §t.  The Orcgon stabe organis
ntiom withdrew from the Party and
the Imdiana wabe organization or-
Eunized a referendom  for  with-
drawal from the Party when its
charfer was suspemnded and  latler
révoked. The strugele between the
twyg groopa eontinoed. In Movem-
ber, 104, the wole for the Party
declined in flve or six states, and
in these slates a strong declinge in
membership was reeorded,  Alloge
ther the Party lost 5,500 members,
the activitbes of the Pariy were
piiralyzed wnd the National Bureano
wit  incapable of pathering  the
funds necessary for the continua-
tion of 1ta work.

Another argument agsinst the
new Destlamation was that a score
of #tates or even more had adopbed
draconle antl-syndicalist laws which
enidanger the viry exisfence of any
pariy which alloded te the pee of
any form of violence or llegal
mithods for the accomplishment of
its aims. The Oregon  Socialists
withdrew from the Party becnose
of n severe anti-syndicalisgt law ecx-
isting In this state, becanse Lhey
believed that by wecepling the new
Deeslration the Party would be un-
nble to continee jfa activities,

The Unlted Front
Hinee the Husdan Revolotion,
the Socialist Party had followed an
unchanging pollcy with regard to
Boviet Hossis, It demanded ghe
riecagnition of Hussia and the estab-

lishiment of trade relations  with

Zoviet Rusala, while rejecting all
the united fromt offers which it re
ceived from Communist organiza-
tiona, and demanding the restora-
tlon of democracy for the Rosslan
waorking class. This was the Party
policy op to the 1332 convention
whan a teodency manifested §€-
pelf, changed this policy in favor of
a united front with various Qom-
muniat organizations for “specific
aims." This alse contributed to cx-
tend the coniflict existing in  the
Party.

The entire trade onlon movement
was mortally opposed to the Com-
munist movement and the Socialist
veterans conaidered that to con-
lode a united fromt with the Com-
munists would be to conclude a
united front against the organized
working class. It wonld be to ab-
andon the fraternal relations which
wiere developing between the FParty
and ihe trades unions in spite of
the ioternal conflict in the Party.
The Party organizatiom of New
York State, the oldest astate organ-
frutlon, counting the largest nom-
ber of members, was the most cebe-
gorleal in ite opposition to the un-
ited fromt and In its opposition to
the nmew Declaration of Principles.
That iz why the State of New York
wis the center of the Parly con-
flicts

The Yoosh Movement

Theap warlons (deological solo-
tions and tendencies in (urn affected
the organization of the Soclalist
youth (Y. P.51.). It was - influ-
enced by all the “Leftdst™ forma of
ideclogy and politics, In two months
it produced two Communlst group-
inga, one of which joined the Trot-
skylsts en bloc. At itz last Na-
tional Convention, it raised the age
Hmit to 30 years which, If it is
permitted, will make it a rival
party to the Hoclallst Party. In
New York Oty the local seetion of
the Fouth movement cime 1Bto con-
fliet with the Party organization,
which resnlted in a split within
this sectton, but as a resgalt of the
peace agreement of July 13-15 it is
hoped that o united youth move
ment will soon be recstablished.

. Organfzational Conflicts

From the intellectnal eontiict
there natnrally arose conflicls be-
twoeen the national, state and loowl
organizations amd the youth move-
ment, centering for the most pert
around the State of New Yorlk
Binee fts organization in 1904, the
PFarty had been bosed opon the con-
cepiion of “Btate autonomy.” That
iz to say, the atate orgunizations
have always enjoved fthe exelogive
Jurisdiction with regard to  prob-
lema concerning afillatlon. propa-
gamda, election carapaigns, cte. This
form of organizatioh fowed from
the cxpericocs Underpone with the
Sovinlist Tabor Parly, which had
centralized all powser in the bhabds
of the National Exccutive Commit-
e, which abused arbitrarily this
power. in order to crosh all oppoal-
tion to its decisions by the expul-
glons of members, of sections and
of Btate organizalions.

The jurisdictional decisions ad-
opted during the conflict betwesen
the local and State organizalions
have been too numerous and  too
complicated for an attempt to dis-
tuss them here. The result of it
wiag accuzitinng aml eounter-accn-
gationg of bad falth and of illegal
or arbitrary actions, the sssential
podnt of this form of controversy
being copstituted by the power at-
tributed to the State organlzations
and to the National Executive Com-
mittee,  Here, however, it was
above all the veteran members of
the Party who defended the pow-
erg of the State organizations,
wherens the new members gave
their assent to the powers demand-
ed by the Natlonal Executive Com-
miltee,

Im snmmurizing the situation in
the United States, it can be soid
that the conflicts in the Socialist
Purty nee due essentlally to a noew
movement arising out of the world
crisgls wlth all the abnormal phen-
omenn which it invelves, (1) The
War., The youth are sp obsessed
with fears of a pew world warc that
they want to put an end to the an-
guigh  of fthese  apprehensions,
Thenoes, the attraction that any
psendo-reviuticnary program  holds
for ihem. {2) The {risls. For five
years milllons of woung people
have been ubable to find employ-
ment and this haa led to a morbid
pavchology of venpeance agninst
caplialiet society which hardly pro-
motes  intelligent  reflection, ()
RBussia. Prematore reactlons toward
the Flve Year Plan and the tremen-
dous Communist propaganda on the
"sejzure of power" have Influenced
the opinions of oew members to @
oeriain degree.  (4) The European
Defeats.  The defeats of the work-
ing clams in Germany and in Auns
tria and the reverses suffered by
one Spanish comrades  foster “the
point of view that the blame for
them devol¥es upon the orgapiza-
tionz and the programs of the Bo-
clalizst and Labor parties of the
world, and’ that they must be com-
pletely reorganized.  They conelder
that the weterans are locapable of
dodng 1t and that this task falls to

the youith, ({5} Fascism. ‘They

have & morbld fesr of fasclem and
In general they Balioys that ite rise
in Burope eould bave been prevent-
el if the yooth with ite wigor, iis
aenthusiasm and ita clearer views
vupom aocial and economic foroes
had been invesbed with the leader-
ship.

Many of thess new elements did
not come from proletarian families,
bot from the liberal professions amd
the petty-bourgeoisle, abowve gl
from ithe colleges, the theological
pehools and the opoiveraitics. They
consiitute a raw material which a
workers party does nof find it easy
to assimilate becagse they bring
with them the declogles of thelr
cliss,. The hope of the SHoclalist
Party rests in bringing ioto the
movement an increaging pumber of
mn and women coming from the
working class, above all workers
who have been educabtd by the
trades upionm They will have a
gtabilizing infloenee on the Party
and will guarantes it & strong pro-
letarian base.

The agrecment which I mm en-
cloging to you la the first step fe-
oomplished towards this stabillen-
tlon, The woteran comrades have
displayed tolerance and patience in
thelr effortas te avert a fatal aplit
However, they have not shown
themselves inclined to conclude any
compromizes with cerfaln ideas gnd
certain programs which would be
Just s fatal to the Soclalist move-
ment of the Undted States, It i=
oor duty, not only to the working
class of the United States, bot to
the International, to maintaln a
healthy pariy of the working
masges free from all utopian ideas
and rejecting dangerous adventures,
a party based vupon the interests of
the proletarian class and mot upon
emolional reactions and fears. We
have good regson to hope that the
Party has now accomplished & torn
frn the sense of such a movement
nnd that oor comrades will do gl
that iz possible to bring pesce and
nnity into its ranks.

I should ke to Insist stropgly
on the fact that all thoss who are
coneurrently called the “01d goard”
have npol for A single moment proe-
Jected or desired @ split in the
Party. We have openly exerclsed
our righia to discoss the principles
and the policy which were the
ciiise of the disagresments in the
movement, and in the states and
the cities where our point of view
carried we have, natorslly, by the
rgular Party methods, fought the
tendencies which, In our opinfon,
threatened to isclate nus from the
organized labar movement, to ob-
scure the difercnees between So-
callsm and Communiam, and to un-
dermine the faith of the yvoung gen-
erutions in democratic and peaceiul
methods of labor actlon. That has
been the ase notably in Mew York.

The danger of 4 aplit beenme gen-
uinely imminent doering the frat
half of this year when the so-called
“militants,” confldent in the major-
ity they believed they had i the
Mational Execuntive Commilttes, de
manded of this prgan to “reorgan-
ize” the New York movemsnt—that
iz, to expel all the members and to
readmit only thos: who were in
agreement with them or who prom-
fsed to obey their ordera. Obvions-
Iy, if this threat had been carried
out the expelled majority would not
have been disorganbsesd gnd woold
not have disappeared from political
life, 'The demand for this categor
fen] mestsure becoming mwore and
more violent, it mpevertheless ap-
peared quite obvicus that the ma-
joritice of certain states and strong
minorities of athers could not tol-
ernbe such an expulslon en mEsee
and the “recsrganization”™ proposed
[w New York would have produced
a split of the Party on a national
aeale, When the Matlonal Exeeutive
Committes met on July 18315, it
appeared that among ity members
only three oot of cleven were de-
termined te vole for the expulsion
en muese of the New York Soecial-
ists The New York Committes was
then invited to confer with the pep
resentatives of the natfonal organ,
and an agreement was worked out
which wag ratified by two-thicds of
the votes of the National Ezecutive
Committee nnd unanimously by the
New York Comemitbes.

We may hope that this azreement
will lead to the reestablishment of
@ Bpirit of good feeling in the ranks
of the Party, to the dissolution of
orgnnized proups and factions, will
permit the elimination of practices
which have up to now coussd meed-
legs friction, and will thus put us
in a posltdon to work together ac-
tively to buoild the Party and to
propagale its ideas while discugsing
% comrides the diferences in the-
ory amd in tactica,

The American movement hag al-
WwAFE becn & very weak link of the
International and we are (olly
censcious that it s our duoty and
that wpon ue devolves the respons-
ibility towarde the comrades of all
countrica to build up in the United
Btates a stroog  Parly, o party
which will be able to contribute to
the stroggles of the masses of all
countries and which will fulfll fis
duty in every crisis that may con-
front the working class here or
abraad.

Fraternally wours,
i Slgnedy JAMES O'NEAL.

FAUL LUTTINGER, M.D.
DANIEL LUTTINGER. M.D.

F Washington Squsre North
1-2 and 4-8 Except Snndays

ard Holidaya
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Ey H. FRANK ROBERTS

France is today pregnant with
change. The Immioeoce of Imper-
falist war and the excesdingly
acute growth of internal contradic-
tlons are hastening the convalsions
which will exert 5 declsive inflo-
ence upon the march of events in
Europe and In Africa. The gor-
ernment of Laval-Herrlot is & stop-
gap. It canmot for much longer
maintain Its precarious balance be-
twesn olazs forces movipg toward
decialve conflicts, 1t seems to be
generally. expected that the Laval
cabinct will give way either to a
cabinet of the extrems Right
which will base itself not on a par-
Hamewtary majority buot  directly
upon the Croix de Fen and other
Fugeist groupings, or g5 HRadieal
government headed by Daladier and
supported by hia alliea in the Front
Populalre, the Soclallst and Stalin-
ist parties. A govermment auppoert-
ed by or incloding de lg Boeoque,
which may take power, if need be,
with the help of a coup d'etat en-
gineeresd by the Genecal Stadl,
would mexn the launching of an
Immediate  intensified  offensive
against the organizations of the
French proletariat, A government
of Daledier, loyally sopported by
Blum, Cachin & Co., would e &
further step in the gross and stag-
gerlong  betrayal of the French
workers inherent in the Front Pop-
nlaire, If Fremch flonnce caplital
citrosta the direclion of its gov-
ernment to a se-called “Left coali-
tion,” It will be becous: B b
eount on that betrayal. The Front
Populaire promises not rvevalution
but “civil peace.” [t standg com-
mitted Dot to revolutionary defeat-
ism in the event of war but to the
suppart of the French bourgeolsie
in the holy war agaipst German
Fasciam,

The events lasi mionth at Brest
andToulon showed that the French
workers want to fight for their
bread and. that to carey it through
they are prepared to wage and win
the struggle for power. Hut the
Front Populaire desires not strog-
gle  but civil peace,  Listen to
Jacgied Duclas in an article hesded
A& Government of Truce? Yeg!™
(L'Humanlte, Aug., 23, 1005 :

“The (Lavel} Government s
heading for badtles betwesn French-
men at & time when we muost eon-
cern ourselves with giving work to
the npnemployed and stimulating na-
tional economy. We certainly want
a government of truce which will
nat marshal the workers In uniform
against the workers in the factorles
and offkez.  We ceriainly want &
gevernmwnt of troce which will wa-
fte all Frenchmen in defense of

their bread agninst the two hon-
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segions with a multitude of plot-
form speakers, leaving very little
time for discussion [ram the foeor.
The 15etle time there was Tor discos-
gl wns limiked to five minuies
pier speenker, Thus little clarllica-
tion could result from the “Instl-
tute.” Even one of the “Militants,™
Fraink “I'rager of Baltimore, de-
nounced the arrangements of the
conferenee, during the =esslon on
the Labor party, and demanded that
arrangements be made for o serious
dizgcussion of this point. An extra
hour was given to the Labor party
question, out of which respited the
only arrangement for additional
discussion ; Faul Porter and J. N
Thurber being suthorised to hold
a conference on this goestion pre-
coeding the A F. of L. conventlon,

Tl fArst session, “The Hoad to
Socialism,” was given over to two
main speakers, David Berenberg,
who Iz essentiolly a Hight winger,
and Daovid Fellz, sho = typical of
the KRight-Centrist contemptuous of
“theory,” The short hour's discug.
Sion that followed saw a number_ of
Yipeels come out for the dictator-
ship of the proletariat, while Bum,
ex-Laovestoneite, declared agalnst
Including this fundamental concept
in the theoretical program.

The second sesslon was largely
Elven over to n meandering speech
by Norman Thomas on the “Prac-
tical Probleme of the Party.” Frank
Trager also spoke on the agricul
toral situation, taking an empirical
approach with no hint of the prob-
ltm of a proletarian strategy o
wird the diverse elements who con-
stitute “mgricalture™

The third scesion, on the Labor
party, was ofcopied maloly with
spsischess by Paol Porter and minor
trade unlon fooetionaries, merely
giving pletures of the warions sito-
ations in the trade yodon movement,

N There wag no time for discoesion,

Fraunk Trager at thiz point de-
nounced the arrangements which
prevented discossion.
Pariflel Leads War Discussion
The fourth and final arszion on
“War and Fascism™ was given over

tor o paper by the pacifist, Devere

dred families which pillage the
connicy. . .

wegis of & government of fruce, we
must have an end to the pelicy of
the governmen of nalional disunity.
And the Communist party, declar-
Ing itself ready to sopport a gov-
ernmeént of the Leaft, demondrates
its concern for mational recovery
and for & real broee™ (My cmpha-
sln—R.)

This, today, 1z the languiage of
the “revolutionary vanguard” of
the French proletariat! Not “bat-
tles betwesn Frenchmen™ buot the
“gnfon of France” the unity of
“all Frenchmen™! Not the strog-
gle for power, but “national recov-
ery” and an end to "national dis-
unity™ !

In the name of national unity,
the French Stalinists have om-
braced as thelr own the Tricolor
standard of the French Republie,
the flag of the French bourgesisic,
red with the blood of the workers
of 1848, 1871, 1914-18 and of 1035,
When the preparations for the pare-
ade of July 14 were being discussed
by a joint Radical-Bocialist-Stalin-
ist commitbes, the Radicals indicat-
ed their desire to carry the Tri-
eplor, The Stalinists readlly as-
gented,  Bul, added the HRadical
delegate, our party Iz weak here in
Paris and our flag display will scem
puny pext to the combioed forces
of the B.P, apd CP.! Whersupon
the Stalinist delegate woluntarily
pifarcd the serviees of the O P,
pections in the parade as carriers
of the Tricolor—if the Radicals
would be good enough to provide
the flags! And so it was done

On July 14 Paris was treated to
the spectacle of communistsa on the
march, with the Tricoler side by
alde with the Ited flag at their head,
singlng the Marseillaise! And ot
the head of the parade was Dala-
dier, denounéed not sp long apd by
I"Humanite &z the murderer and
assassin of February 6 and whom
pow they call to power! “We de
not abandon to. the snemy the Tri-
color flag of the Reveolution,”™ galid
Marcel Thore: In a specch belore
the Heventh World Congress of the
Comintern, *We do nol abandon the
Marseillaise, song of the soldiers of
the Convendion.” (L'Humanite, Aug.
5, 1835). Was it g0 long ago that
the Communist International pro-
elaimed for the Chinese revolntion:
"We will oot abandon  ithe blue
banner of the Kuomintang to the
enemy "? The tragie betraval of
the Chinese workers marshalled by
the Comintern behind the bloe ban-
ner of Chiang Eal-shek will now b
repeated, if the Comintern hos Hs
way, for the Fronch workers, mar-
ghalled behind the Tricolor atawd-
ard of the French bonrgeoisie,

“Militant” Co
Proves A Failure

nfab

Allen, and fo spesches by Amicus
Mosat, Mary Fox and Ernest Erber.
Most denonncsd Allen's paper as
“aloppy thinking” but himsell took
the same pacifist line of “stopping
war” Mary Fox expressed the gen.
eral degire of the "Mbitants,"” who
ilezire o Socializt “American League
Apgainst war and Fasclsm,” mercly
ebjecting to the present League be-
enuse 1E is Stallnfst-controlled and
not because of s pacliist program,
Fuox, however, wis VTV pue-l.u.imjs-
tie, degeribing the sabotaging by the
Iight wing and the laubor fakers of
nny sttempt to build on the basis
of the unfons, Erber, newly eleched
chalrman, of the Yipsels, was the
only speaker who came nesar to a
Leninist. line on the war guestion.

Albert Goldman was the Arst
apeaker in the discussion, criticle-
ing theé phcifiam of the “Militants"
and iotroduced a series of points,
which were refereed o an editorial
committee,  He was strongly sup-
parted by Francizs Hepson, seere-
tary of the Revolutionary Pollcy
Pablishing Assoctation. David Pel-
ix, speaking on Goldman's proposal
gald: “"Here iz a mon who coles
from & group (Trotekyists) who
havie long discussed this problem.
Wi're children oo this, If's like
good whiskey., We want It once In
# while, but we're not really ready
for L™

All propmmls wenp back to the
editorial ecommittes, sivce the pro-
posed “Militant” program was not
officially adopted.

Frogram Amblguous

The program, writieo by the ex-
lavestongites, ¥am and Becker, on
behall of the top cavcus of the
“Militants."” deserves the sharpest
criticlam. It iz highly ambigoous
an the fundamental goestions of the
proleforian revolution, envisioniog
a working class government arlslog
only out of the defense against Fas-
glam  rather than as an ofensive
movement, giving no hiot of ghe na-
ture of the bivil war attending the
conguoest of power, and slarring
over completely the proletarian dic-
tatorahip as the period of transition

France F_aces The Crisis

Labor Displays Its Readiness To Battle Against The Regime
But Socialists and Stalinists Sabotage Struggle

Another Incldent of the July 14
demonatration reveals the axtent to
which the Stalinists have carcied
their capitulation to the Radicals—
La, to the Freoch boargecisie The
socialist section &F the 2k ward:
jcarrled & baomer which read:
“Down with the Decrees of Laval-
Herriot!™ The Staliniet leader of
the same district roshed over in a
rage just as the parade was start-
ing and ripped away the mame of
Hesriot! Herriot is in the govenr
ment and stands responsible for the
starvation decrees of Laval—buot he-
isa & Radical and therefore mot b e
offended !

The flerce clashes at Toolon and
Brest the first week In Augost—
when workers trylog to defend their
livelihoed came iobte bleedy con-
filct with the armed forees of the
state—brooght forth from the or-
gang of the Froot Populaire—the
charge of provecation! It was to
be expected that the organe of
French capltallam, ke L& Petit
Parisien gnd Le Matin would refer
to the demonstrators as “rabble”
But what ocould workers have
thought who read in Populsire, the
Bocalist organ, that “human scom™
were responsible for the demonstr-
tlone, and in I'Homanite that the
Toulon and Brest events ‘were due
toe “persons living on the fringes
of labor* carrying out as “provoca-
tears™ thelr “job ag incendiaries"!
These srum, rages Valllant-Coor-
tarier, the Btalinist No. 1 Pobliciat,
“outraged the Tricolor flag which
the workers put at the head of their
procgsslons, oDext to the Hed fag,
on July 14"

And a8 a political cobclusion
from the Toolon events, the French
Stalinist party issoed gpecial in-
structions to watch out for provo-
calenrs who are trylog to ineite the
workers to ontoward aois!

In all France only one revolutlon-
ary organization iz fAghting hard
amd conrapeously to block the path
of treachery down which the Froot
Populaire is leading the working
clags, That orpanization 18 the
Eolghevik-Leninist group of the So-
clallst party which slone in France
today iz wpholding the banner of
Lenin and Lichknecht for revolo-
tionary defeatism in the evest of
wall, which alone is calling for the
urmed mobilization of the working
class In the fight agalnst Fasclsm
and which when the crisle breaks
will alone be capable of providing
the revolutionary poiol of polariz-
ation to which the workers, be
trayed by the Second god Third In-
ternationals, will be able ¢ torn,
The Bolshevik-Leninists of FPranoe
are earrying on the strugegle for the
Fourth International against tor-
rific odds but with incomparable
DOUCAEE,

- S

tion of indostry without compenss-
tion to capitallsta! It is thoroughly
pacifisl on the war goestion. saying
nothing  aboul  transformation of
imperialist war into civil war, Ite
analysis of American capitallsm has
no seclion on the farmers, but loci-
dental references show I to com-
cilve, In typical social democratic
style, of the farmers a= & homogen-
eons olass. In Lovestooelte fagh.
fon, it goes even further than =0t
®Militants,” and ealle not for a
Labor party, which wounld be bad
aoough, but for a Farmer-Labor
party. To cap it all the grade gnion
section contains not a whit of crit-
fclam of the trade ondon boreawora-
oy, In succeeding izsuca of the
NEW MIIATANT this Centrist pro-
gram will recelve the extended crit-
felem It merits

The Revolutionary Policy Pub-
lishing Association, whose newly re-
elected secrclary, Francls Henson,
at the last “Ioetitote” sesslon af-
firmed the desire of his group for
unity with the “Mililants™ on ihe
basly of s revolutionary program,
held a conference in New York om
August 23-35, with representatives
préscil from Michigan, Missouri,
Penngylvanla, New Jersey Tennes-
soe, Buffalo and MNew York Olty.

The conference adopted the gen-
eral line of a document, which will
be published in the next issue of
the Revolutionary Socialist Review,
which among other things eriticlzes
the “principle Jeviations™ of the
Communist Imternational on  the
war question amd the elass strog-
Ele, repudintes pational delfense,
and declares ageinst any type of
coalition goversment. Other docu-
ments were adopted which  will

shortly be apalyzed in the NEW
MILITANT.

NEW MILITANT

with which i merEed

THE MILITANT
Publishid weckly by the New Mili-
tant Publishing Co., 5 Hast 11th
Bt.. N. Y. . Phone: Algon, 4-9058,
Fmiered as second eclags mail matier
at the Post Office gt New York, N.
Y. under the act of March 3, 1870,
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from capitalism (o socinlizm. It
does not even declare for secializa-
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