Burning Problems Face Flfty-Flfth A.F.L. Convention

MARCH OF EVENTS

F.D.R. Warns Soviets...

Through Becretary of State Hull,
Roosevelt has given warnilng to the
Bovlet Unlon that be expects Rus-
ala to keep ita pledge given at the
iime recognition was granted. Hull
makes it perfectly plain In  his
slatement to the press that what
Amerlca had in mind in demending
Litvino¥'s slgnature to Article 4 of
the pledge was one institution and
omne imstitotion only: the Comin-
tern. “The language of the above-
guoted paragraph Irrefutably cov-
ere activities of the Communist In-
ternatlonal, which was then, and
still i, the ontstanding world com-
munkat organization, with head-
quarters at Moscow.” Sinee EKres-
tinaky mejected the protest of the
United Btatea against the holding
af the Beventh World Congress of
the (L1, in Moscow, Hull warns that
the official relations between the
twe conntries may be serionsly fm-
paired,

Meantime Walter Duranty ex-
presss for the Stalinists thelr utter
amazement that this BSeventh Con-
greas should o any way be con-
fuptd with the earller congresses
which really aimed at advancing
the intereste of the world proletar-
lan revolutlon. Duoranty tells the
bourgecisie to look benenth the left
phrases gt the political realities as
exrpregaed In the entire pourse of
Stalintem, and not to take [oo mer-
lonsly the mere echoes of the past
that have no more real cobtent an
far as the C.I. {8 concerned. But
in the matter of relations betwesn
tha T.E. and the U.S8R., it ia
not B0 much any violatlons of n
pledge that counts, as does the
madn alm and objective of the Am-
oriean bourgeolsle In the near fo-
tore. These aims concern the per-
iod preceding the Second Imperial-
ist World War for redivision of the
world,

Aim of U.8. Capitalism...

Press comment siresses  that
Roopevelt was motivated in bis
prement move against the Soviet
Unign by the exigencies of the
coming Presldentlal electlons. He
degired to rob his reactionary erit-
ice of one of their main arguments
proving Roosevelt to be “radical”:
hi=z attitude towards the Soviet Un-
fon. But i should be clear that
while this Iz undoubbtedly Involved,
Roosevelt would mever have taken
this forther stop towards the break
of relations with the Soviet Union
if it had not been in Une with the
major ioferests of the capitalist
clasg, It follows on the heels of
the refusnl to grant Russia credits,
and on the heel of the withdrawal
of consule and military attaches
from the Soviet Unfon, It 18 thua
o renewed guarantee to Japan that
the Dojted States will not aid Hus-
sim when the Japanese start the at-
tack.

Recogmition of the Sovietz came
at & thme when Japan was threent-
ening a rapid advance and deeper
penetration inte Chine.  Involved
ln the domestic crisls and unpre-
pared for o military conclusion, the
American capitalist class found it
nocemnry to impede the advancs of
Japaness imperialism by threabten-
ing a military alllance with FRos-
fala, ‘This move suceceded for the
time being, but could not be a per-
manent solution of the problem of
the Pacifle. When Japan resumed
lt# conguest and plunder of China,
America chapged g course and
decided to push Japan into a war
of intervention against the Hoviet
[Imlom. ‘This wouold weaken both
and permit the United States to
Rtep o 4k the moment of exhaue-
tion Lo defeat its Juponese rival as
well as the Soviet Tnlon whish
would meantime be taken care of
from the West through the nttack
by Hitler,

It 18 with this strategy In mind
that the T0. 8. I8 now engaged In a
vast project of militarizing the en-
tire Pacific, establishing alr bases
and noval bases in all {ts posses-
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gionz and as pear w Japan as poa-
aible. FEvery move with respect to
the Soviet Tnlon thos bhas Japan
in mind alse. H. B, Hinton, writ-
ing in the New York Times of Bapt
1, emphasizes this: “Far Eastern
experis were cilled -into consultn-
tlon and the situwation was viewed
from a perspective Including Japan,
Oor oflizlal students of Russian af-
falrs koow that Maxim Litvinor,

Ahe People's Commissar for Forelgn

Affairs, obtained at least two years
of security on his Far Bastern
border when he negotlated the
recognition of his government with
Pres, Ropaevelt. Hussian relations
with Japan almost Immediately
Lok oo & betbter aspect, the Chinese
Bastern dispute was settled. . . "
What Hinton fails to add is that
the American lmperlalista also se-
qured by thls means the holding
back for the same pericd of Japan's
march inte Asis, at least of the
apesl of thils march.

Amerlean diplomacy subordinates
all other tasks to this major task:
the defeat of Japaness Imperiallsm,
The neutrallty law-—so-calléd—Iiz a
move sabordinated to  this same
alm. ‘The United Htates wanta o
have no entanglements in Europe,
Her Interest ln peace s the same
profession in words and violatlon
In deeds as that of Mussolinl who
pours his troops Into  Africa, or
Baldwin who roshes the Hritiah
nmivy into the Mediterranean, Sim-
flarly Roosevelt is sctting the guns
in the Paciic and smoothing the
path for the alr and naval ralders
in the coming war,
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Fear of Progressive Tendencies in|
Labor Movement Disturbs Officials

(Continaed froem Page 1}
are appareot as the &. F. of L.
faces ita fdfty-fifth apoual conven-
tion.

The heaviest blows to the bureau-
eratie domination and control of
the movement have come [rom two
widely diferent directions: from
the teachers wnion and from (he
newly constituted loternatioonal un-
lon of automobile workers. ‘The
firat was, by far the most declaive,

At {ts recent patiopsl convention
the teachers union admipistersd a
serious reboke to the “red scare™
mampaign of Bill Goeen and Co.
and refected by o firm malorlty
vote his arcogant demuand for ex-
pulaion of lts New York local which
he charged to be under Communist
intluence. Not conteni merely with
thiz rebuke the eonvention clected
the entire progressive slate for of-
ficers and execntlve board. When
this happened RIill Green had not
yet finlshed his personal supecvi-
gion of the convention of the newly
conatltuted automobile workers' un-
fton. There also he suffered g re-
verse. The assembed delegates re-
fozed to give A vote of confidence
to his handpicked crew of offcials,
Green bad bis way by nse of sheer
autocratic measures, bnt the attl-
tude of the delegates constituted a
challenge to bis leadecship and
gave him an indiestion of what he
may expect in the futore from the
workers in the muasa production in-
dustries,

Politieal Poliey Challenged

These, however, are not the only
manifestations disturbing the tran.
quility of Green and company.

Roosevelt Assures Business

It Will Get New “‘Breather’

(Continmed from Page 1)
get old-age pensions, go not to the
ghost of Long or the dreams of
Townsend, but to the" sane and
sound orlginal share-the-wenlther
and old-age-penslonce, Frankllo D
Roosevelt. He is 8 past master st
atealing thunder; and making it
crack for him.
Hoosevelt Program a Fraud

The easlest way to exrpose the
Roosevelt hypocrlsy,, on the shate
the wealth Tax Prograt as on old
nge penglons or any other presom-
ably liberal reform, is to compare
what Hoosevelt actunlly decs with
the high-sounding phrases he is so
fond of. The Roosevelt Tax Pro-
gram |8 a8 fake through and through,
It does nothing whatever about eli-
minnting tax-exempt securities, the
meansa whereby the majority of the
very rich escape practlcally all fn-
comg taxation, It does next to notl-
ing to regulate so-called *“personnl
holding companies,” another [Avor-
ite device whergby the wealthy re-
pott “No Income™ while they live
on 10000008 & wear. And, I all
of lta provisions worked as the
Treusury ltself predictz, the whole
Frogram would net only a litkle
over FR000000M  yearly—a  mere
drop in the bucket of the Federal
Income, which would lenve “sharing
of the buorden™ within 5 fraction of
the percentages which Roosevelt
himself glves,

Thiz does not menn, of courss,
that the present Tax Program I8 the
lnst In the rise of Income and In-
heritanee Taxes. This will come,
will have to come, bot it will walt
for the most part until after 19346,
And at that time it will be not the
higher brockets that will share the
burden, but the lower income range.
The ones who will be really hit
will be from the same middle class
which Hoosevelt now s winningly
tries to charm with his paper blows
at the Torlea

Roosevelt does mnot, however, in
his letter to Howard, stop on a
Left note, As lo the case of the
Sovlet correspondence, he ls anzions
to assure the pnblic that, thongh
reforming liberal,
through and throogh, yet he is a

i safe and sane liberal—oothing that
| & senslble businesa man, or an own-

er of g large newspaper chain, need
be worried about. He has oo new
upsetting acts up his sleeve; he
Brants business a breathing spell;
his program is substantiaily com-

pleted.
Proflis Mount

And well might Roosevelt feel
that, for the moment ot any rate,
his program s substantially com-
pleted,  Profts are onee more rolls
fng in. The avtomoblle companies
are doing thelr biggest business
Aince 1080 steel, sinee 15%i. Gen-
eral Motors and Geoeral Electrie
have just raised thelr dividends,
The Btock Market 13 contlnoing its
longest sugtained advanes since the
cragh. Merchandising expecta the
Diggest year sminee 1980, The grmy
and mavy have the largest appropri-
atlons in peace-time history, and a
new high in personnel. The chem-
ieal companles are operating  fall
time. Electric sutput hag been up,
during several weeks, to all time

highs. Busivess will indeed have

to have a breathing spell—for at
least long enpugh to add up the
profite

Naturally, a few deotafls are not
yet taken care of. Unemployment
peems to remaln close o ita low
levels, Real wages have been de-
clining durlog the present year.
The Schechter Decision hes given
an impetus to 5 widespread in-
criEnie im hours. The Infuence of
WFA i3 rmapldly lowering relief
standards,

Indeed, somehow or other, the
present partinl révival of prosper-
ity aeems to be leaving oul the
working class altogether, It iz &
proaperity excluaively designed for
the “business men" about whom
Howard and Roosevelt so soliciivgs-
Iy correspond.

And this is no accident, Capital-
Iat prosperity was always of a kind
that gave 8) percent of its relative
benefits to the capitalists, and g
poor 10 percent fo the masses. [t
always meant g prosperity for pros
fits,, with perhaps a few dollares
extra for.the workers as & by-pro-
duct. But now, In the decline of
capitalism, with the cxpansive and
seli-reviving powers of capitallst
cconomy  exhausted, “prosperity”
becomes a grotesque caricature aven
of ita former self. Prosperity—that
ig,. profits—can be rehabilltated only
by the Imporerishment of the mass-
eg. No possible business uptarn
can abaorh any large seotion of the
unemployed. and the contradictions
between wages and profits—always
present but often hidden during the
sdvance of eapitallsm — becomes
glariog and open,

Hoosevélt's program iz subatan
tially complete—at loast it i85 his
own words that say so. We can
stop, then, to taste the Aavor of the
New BEra he promised, It is for the
working class to make jndgment.
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THE SELECTED WORKS OF LEON TROTSHY

Thelr policy is challenged or at
least sublected to serlous question-
ing, elsewhere. The Oregon State
Federatlon & golog leftward. Ita
recent convention came ouf in econ-
demnation of the profib sysiem and
voted to establish a new political
party. No doubt there was ns yet
leele elarity on whet kind of a
party 18 nesded, bot the outworn
policy of rewarding friends and
punishing enemies gmongst the ag-
i enia of privilege does not at nll dind
the same favor as before in trade
nhlofi rabka  That holda true also
for the Connecticut State Federa-
tiow of Labkor. It has decided to
comduct a referendom wvote of all
logal A. F. of [, unions in the state
on the guestion of creating a labor
party. Lilkewise the New Jersey
State Pederatlon of Labor, now in
convention, s giving serious con-
glderatlon to the labor party gques-
Hon.

These latter monifestutions be-
come doubly alguficant in view of
(Green’s constant relteration of fie-
titious labor gains achieved by lag-
slation in the capltalist Congress
and presewted by him as real, These
he hails as new progreas in rela-
tong betweesn capital and labor,
Undoobtedly the Executive Council
report to the conventlon will mi-
tempt to bolster uwp its record with
these fictitlous gains. ‘The trade
unionists may not uoderstand so
well the lawyers language of the
Ilnws that have been entered on the
stutute books. Thelr attitude I8
much maore likely motivated by a
realization of the efects of these
laws on their grganlzations and on
tvzir atbtempts to struggle for bet-

==

bir nundlll&nl. It ia hardly nl}g:ﬂ-
gary to assome that they have o
conacious alm of creating a large
reformist puriy or that they envis-
age great parliamentary victories,
Rather the manifestations in  the
direction of new partlea apd labor
partles represent a deslre to break
with the policics of (he past and to
get g square deal by their own of-
forts. ‘Thia aspect Invests thesa
manifestations with thelr greatest
aignlficance,

Retreat in Face of Bomes Assaalt

They are closaly tied-up with tha
wliole question of working class
aconomic standards. And it i pre-
cisely in this reapect that the in-
competence of the A, F. of L. lead-
ership is the most glariog and
where Ita 4orn to greater perfldy
and B more reactlonary posltion s
the most outsatanding. The logle of
the opposition encountersd In the
living movement drives L inexor-
ably in this direction because, ke
the caplitalists, this leadership has
veated Interests to probect

Many grandlese proclamations
were Izgued from A, F. of L. hand-
quuartera agalnat the ecoolle wage
leviel set by the Roosevelt adminis-
tration on the WiFA reliel projecta
Much active labbying wasz condoct-
&l In Congresa and at ks commit-
b hearings. The scale of 1D to
e repeated Green, and all hls
cronjes after him,—and they were
correctk—will tear down the whole
Americon standard of wages. But
the coolle scale went Into effect.
And, out of sheer incompetence (o
wiard It off and downright sabotage
af the struggle agaionst it by the
A. F. of L. officialdom, the Amerl-
can workers now face this scals as
thelr basic standard, In this feld
things are much more real than ane
the so-called favoerahle labor [nws
an the statute books. And In l:ll1!-

Bankrupt Union Leadership Must Be
Challenged by Awakened Membership

fleld the miserable capltulation to
the coolie wage scale sperificed fm-
portant trade union principles and
squandered many real galns at-
tained in hard-fought struggles.
Faith in System of Exploitation
Buot the A, F. of L. Ezecutive
Councll does oot intend to tolerate
any of the new macifestations o
the teade union movement. IE ral-
lies to the support of the capitalist
gystem pod it8 present spokesman
who so shrewdly put over again the
old capital and labor relations in &
brand mew clothing. It backs up
Roosevelt's declaration that the
economic emergency ls passed and
supports his promise of a “breath-
ing spell” for businesa. It is pre-
paring to strengthen his political
fences for 1836, In the most con-
temptible fushlon it hails the pree-
ent gpswing as the “healthlest thus
fac,” for it & “due chiefly to i8-
herent economic strength. . . . Divi-
dent payments in August exceeded
Igst year by S11000,000," says the
Execotive Councll report preparing
to whoop it op at the coming con-
ventlon; for are not these higher
officials all Interested o dividend
paymenta? What other feature is
“healthy” about this upsawing? It
cannot be the employment feature,
for in regard to this the Exscotive
Connecll states: “Employment this
Apring has been below lost year's
level ahthough production was bigh-
er.” In other words: with the ap-
awing, procluimed as healthy by
Green and company, unemployment
ie growing and the specd-up systgmo
is growing with it. And the Council
statement [further makes clear thit
while the cost of living cuntlnum

to rise, recordiog lo July this year
52 percent above last year, the
ghare of the workers In the total
national income had dropped from
ita 21.9 percent io 1920 to 151 per
cent in 1084, A “healthy upswing”
indeed.

(Crucial Tssnes Still Ramain

In face of these facts the decrepit
A, F. of L. leadership, proclaims a8
healthy an upewing accomplished
entirely at the expense of the work-
ers, through Increased exploitation,
and it reiterates its faith in Ehis
aystem of exploitation. This, let us
not forget, comes also as & prelude
to the goming convention, It makes
only 8o much more clear that this
leadership remaing wedded to cap-
itallsm in theory and practice and

upon the active forces of
capitaliam to sharpen [té own dlass
in order to deal the more efectively
with any opposition to its reaction-
ary polleies and bureaucratic dom-
Inatlon.

But the erucial issues still remain
to we decided In the futore. The
coming A. F. of L. convention may
proceed In comparative calm and
without the serious conflicts yet
coming to the fore. Nevertheless
the reactionary course of itj corrupt
reglme lays the trade unlon move-
ment ever more open to new capl-
talist assaults. ‘What direction the
workers will take when facing these
pasmuliter should not be In  doubt.
That can be clearly ascertained
from thelr attitude and their sae-
tlons op o DOwW,

In the coming battles both eas
and leadership will be put to the

test,

New War Alhiances

ard Military Buole Over Ethiopia™
(Fanmes
of Italian Fasclsm has givem way.

ploiters.”

On one and the same day, the Dally Worker printed the fﬂlrln—wtlt:
comments on the Ethiopian sitvation:
On Seplember 14, 1935, page 1:

“Laval Asks Concessions for Ttaly

m Septemnber 14, 1935, page 4, in the column condocted by Harry
*The last important belwark of the League for a posasible

pport
In an unwilling, but quite definite

apeech, Premier Laval has spoken with the voice of the Frenoh masses,
and nof his own nor that of de s Roogue’ and the de YWendels, of the
Comite dos Forges, the war muonitions makers and the pro-Fascist ex-

{Continned from Page 1)

And what of Ethiopia, the pawn
in the imperialist game? The inde-
pendence of this small country of
less than 11 milllon people, living
nnder zemi-fendal conditions, has
in the lsst decades been dependont
on the eonfllets among the imper-
inlist powers themselves, Even this
tenuong independence i now threat-
ened by Muossoling,

If Mussolini is o be repelled it
ean be accomplished only by inter-
national working class action. The
quarrel belween Framee and Eng-
land against Italy is a conflict of
imperialist powers; war between
them Iz imperialist war, regardless
af the fmmediste cavse. To sup-
purt imperialist “aanetions" against
Italy is to pledge sapport for ihis
imperiolist war which will go far
bevond a “defense of Independent
Ethiopla™

The genuine independence of Eth-
lopla requires aroualng the colonlal
masges of Africa against their pre-
datory masters, the French, English
and IEallan imperinlists and an ae-
tive movement of solidarity by tha
workera In the advanced coontries.
S8och a movement will also have ts
effect of the musses 1o the colonies
and semi-colonles of imperialist Am-
eflea who are oppressed under the
iron heal of Wall Street.

The task of the workers of the
United States Is to expose the hy-
prcrlsy of the Rossevelt govern-
ment in ita “neutrallty™ posltlon, to
get the rallroad men. longahoremen
and seamen to refose to handle any
munitions, arms or foodstufs golng
to Itely. Means muost be found to
give material aid to the Ethioplan

people in the struggle for independ.
T,
The slogan of “Boveott Goods for

Fascist Italy” has et luunched
by the Internotionnl Commuonist
laeague, KEverything in our power

must be done to arcuse the masses
for the revolutlonary struggle in
diefenye of the Ethloplan people gnd
ngalnst lmperialist war.

Thizs is possible only by an un-
compromising  struggle  againat
those o the ranka of the labor
movement who wittingly or wnerlt.
tngly ald in the deception of the
masses o8 to the aims of French
and Britlsh imperialism and pre-
pare for a new world slaughter and
betrayal. In every worklng elass
organization, the milltant volee of
fraternity with the Ethiopian people
should be  roised,

SMALL QUESTION BOX

The September 11 issue of the
MNew York Times asks, on fts edi-
torial page:

“am it be that the Ruasian
wheat i3 being =ald to Italy by the
Comintern over which the Soviet
Government has no confrol ¥

We can see no objection te mak-
ing the proper reply to this gues-
tien, The answes (&:

“Wo, The Russian wheat i3 be-
ing sold to Italy by the Soviet Gov-
ernment over which the Comintern
has no control.”
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Ru bber Workers Cﬂnventmn
Rejects Appointed Officials

{Continwed from Page 1)
nounced that the new rubber work-
#ra International will e set up on-
der A. F. of I. cootrol; ln other
words e will force into office bis
lackeys deaplbe any fAghe the rob-
ber workers mwke againgt his die
tatorahip.

This will be done under the golse
of “the robberworkers need the ad-
viee and counsel of expérienced
lemders in the formative perlod of
the international.” S0 says Goeen,
In practice It means o continuation
of i bankropt leadership of Clah-
erty and his asalstants whose poll-
eies have reduced the unions from
over o 30,000 membership te & scant
few thonsand.,

Another false argument to ration-
allze the dictatorship of the borenua-
cracy is the same one nsed o e-
troft. “The A. P of L. executive
couneil will Anance the convention
and pay the ollicers,’ (Gtocn Says,
After b snid that in Detenit the
autoworkoers found they had o pay
thie bills

Seak to Appoint OMcials

An internatlonal charter carrying
a provision that the A. F. of L. ex-
coative conncll through Gresn can
appaint . a1l pificers  “temporacily™
will, no  doubt, be presented by
Green for adopilon with {he warn-
ing, "take thiz or nothing."

Against thia proviston will be
centered all the strength of the pro-
gressives,  If this  fails, and it
spme probable, a fght wlll ensoe
to prevent Green from automatiesl-
Iy appointing the officers,

Another move belog watched for
ia that Green's henchmen will sup-
ort George Roberts, an asslstant
to Claherty, for the presidency
sloge he 13 a delegate from Good-
rich Inesl and his eclestlon would
remove the unsavoery stanch caused
by Green in Detrolt throsgh his
fiagrant methods. Buch an actlon,
hewever, would not bind any of the
robber workers who expect it

Industrial Unionlsm

Industrigl nnionism L the secand
major lssue before the delegntes,
There are soven craft unfons in the
rubber Induostry. Sinee some of
them gre very weak snd wirtumlly
it would not be

inconasquentinl,

(The Downfall of the

Mullror of

above Green to assimilate one or
two of them in the International
unlon a3 n sop to the workers.
This depends on how strong the op-
position to the buresucrscy be-
Cfes,

Plans (o carry o protest to the
patipnal eonvention of the American
Federatlon of Labor are being made
in the event Green and hils coboris
use the outragecus methods which
marked their actions ab the aobo-
workers convention,

The rubber workers likewise fiee
cortaln that the conveestion will be
packed with delegutes from locals
mienculously revived by Claherty
ont of town in order to asaure the
bureauorats of auntomatic control of
the sezalona.

Rubber Workers Aroused

The indignation aroused by
Green's treacherous metheds o De-
trolt has been ceflected among the
workers here who hiave selesl eager-
Iy all reports from fhe autoworkera
ponvention and most of the dele-
pates reallse what 080 of & Ccon-
vention they are facing.

The ample warning recelved by
the delegates from the experlence
of autoworkers will probably have
@ two-fold effect. il in the form
of minor concessions to the rebber
workera will be used by Green Lo
amooth the “troubled wabters”™ A
oaryatallization of more anti-burean-
eracy forcea will streogthen the
amall progressive bloc clected a8
delegnies,

Fecling for an independent union
hus oot been entirely allayed a8
rubberworkers recall  vividly to
mind the two-year history of their
struggle for an International union
which threstens to be climazed with
another betrayal.

Bxpulsions In the spring of 1634
thwarted a move for an Internation-
al ynlon. Then the United Rubbér-
workera Counecll was formed at a
natlonal convention to head the un-
{ons but Claherty became prealdent
and agaln kept the relns of con-
4ol

Mow nfter months of delay, a
convention 15 to be heid which all
indlcations say will be another “Dwe-
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