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On Life, Liberty
and Pursuit of

Happiness

By BILL BEICH
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The Liberty League has sscursd
68 promipent reactlopary atiorneys
to pass privately on the copstite-
tlonality of New Deal leglslation
end suggests Al Bmith for Preal-
dgat. . . . In 1910 W. K. Hearst re-
marked: “Smith has always bean
too elose to Tammany and to cer-
taln public service corporations to
make him an ideal public official.”
v v o Al Smith replled: “Hearst ia
a particularly low type of man. He
hasn't & drop of good clean red
blood in hie boady.” . . . Eecentiy
Hearst announced: "I think Alfred
E. Bmith would make a powerful
candldats for President, He Is the
aceredited leader of the Democrat-
ic Party. . . . The geooing Demo-
cratlc Party should not have its
honored name stolen by the anto-
cratle Aslatic party of Earl Marx
and Franklin Delano Roosevelt." . ..
Father Coughlin slinks from the
Roosevelt bandwagon and crawls
aboard the Hearst-BEmith-Liberty
League ountfit: “It 1a an admiroblc
characteristic of Mr. Hearat o put
aslde personal animosity as be bas
done in suggesting Alfred E. 3mith
for the Presidency. Hoosevelt's pol-
leies are un-Amerlcan, Borman
Thomas 18 & plker compared (o him,
After all, Thomas stands for o' fale-
I¥ good brand of American Soclal-
ism but Hoosevelt stands for u poor
brand of Russian Communism.” . . .
The good Father s olso interested
in capturing the aoto workoers from
the A, F. of L. with his Automotive
Workers® Industrial Asseclation. He
anys, "Labor shouldn't direct itz ao-
ton against the bosses becavse all
we have in Detrolt, except Henry
Ford, 18 a8 bunch of straw bossés
carrying out the orders of hankers.
.« « My advice I8 not to say ‘to
hell with the stockbolder and enpl-
talist' bot to =ay ‘charge more for
your car and take less in profit and
pass the money on to labar® ™. . .

Soak the Rich...

W. 1. OCameron, Henry Pord's
publicity agent, #ayvs, “Every form
of ettack has béen made to galn
contrel of the Ford Company.
Banks have been pulled out from
uwirder §t; unigng have atarted
sirikes there; men have come with
hundreds of milllons of dollaks o
buy it. Now comes this tax-the-
rich fdes . We think it 1s slmply a
brenk-up-Ford ldea.”™ , . | Oscar De
Priest, former Negro CongrEssman
from Illinois, states: “This ‘soak
the rich® legislatlon 1z striking at
the Megro's best friend—the weal-
thy employers of the big factories
of Amerie. =uch as Henry Ford,
Standard Oil, General Motors and
wthers, If they are moaked we will

be drowned I . . . Roosevell's share. |

the-wealth taxation program will
raiee less than 32706 per capitn an-
nually. ., . ., In some states sales
taxes eost as high as 2100 aunually
per eapita, . . . Detailed Treasory
flgpures show that in 1935, G613 per-
cent of all Federal taxes will be
pald by consumers while only 387
percent will be borne hy persons
best able to pay. Im 1830 fhe con.
ditions were peversed ;:  cousdmers

Stalinists Launch New Phoney
Labor Party in San Francisco

Opportunist Platform Is to Right of Epic;
Devised to Catch All Voters

By CHARLES (URTISS

HAN FRANCISCO —"Labor TUn-
ites with Idberal Democratic and
Radical Forces for the Munieipal
Elections” la the heading of a leaf-
let stating the program of the San
Frapcleco Munleipal Labor Party,
which was ratified on Augnst 31.

The Labor party belng formed,

pnder Stalinist aegls in San Frano-
clsco, key labor city im California,
s an indication of the nature of
the Labor parties the Communist
pirty Is going to form throughout
the state. For this reason It de
aprves the attention of workern na-

. roposed

The program for the p
Labor party calls for everything
from 100 percent unionization of the
city to abolitlon of ooe-man street
cars; from a demand for referen-
dutm, to free school beoks; from a
pnified publicly owoped traosbay
transportation system, to & state-
ment of opposition to vigllantism ;
from the improvemest and exten-
glon of vocational traloing, to &
demand for the freedom of Tom
Mooney.

The program lsts 21 demands
and slogans. The mass-class Labor
party 8¢ loodly touted by the Stal-
inists, reveals itself to be a catch-
all to sitract votes on gny basis.
Bot the burning question to lteral-
l¥. bundreds of thodsands it leaves
antagched. To thess hundreds of
thousands enrelled in the Epics aod
Utoplans, besides thousands of un-
affillated workera, the present cap-
itallst crisis has driven one fact
home: ¢apltaliem I8 an outworn
gystem that must be replaced with
a new soclal order.

Upton Sinclair, on the platform
of "End Poverty, in Callfornla™ and
“Production for Use,” polled nearly
a million votes in the gubernatorial
elections of last year. The over-
whelming majority of these votes
were protests againat the present
system, and for soclallam, althongh
a sonfused type of soclallam as po-
pularized by Upton Bloclair in his
“production for use and not for
profit” platform.

That the methods propossd by
Rinclair to attaln sociallsm, wonld
and could not lead to the desired
gnal, but somewhere far off from
it, 18 very true, but right now we
ghall not deal with thiz aspect of
the quoestion.

Although wearly a million Cali-
fornia wvoters cast their mandates
for & new socigl order, the fact of
the matter is that the proposed pro-
gram for the Stalinist-inspired La-
hor party dees not even contain a
word about the necessity of the
abolition of the capitalist system,
and the establishment of sccialism,

The program of the Stalinist con-
celved and executed Labor party
limits itself ¢o the struggle for im-
mediate demands, ‘The program
dnunnthmltaallupmtheﬂ_u
of the overthrow of capitallsm, but
merely to the patching up of this
gystem. It is sllent concerning the
burning question of the era: capl-
tallsm or sociallsm. The elemen-
tary teachings of Marzism-Leninism
concerning the use of parliamentary
electlons to propagandize the reve-
lutionary solution by the workers of
thelr problems, 1a thrown overboard
by the Communist party. The high-
gat alm of the parliamentary strog-
gle seems to be for the Stalinists
to give the workers the ldea that
capitallsm can be reformed. The
migtake is two-fold: frst, Dol to
utilize the Interest aroused in poll-
tics around election perlods for the
advocacy of the revolutionary solo-
tlon, and second, in giving the
workers the illuslon that any galns
of A substantinl nature can be Wwon
through parliamentary atruggle.

As a matter of tragic fact, the
Eplc movement, having as Its cen-
tral slogan, Production for Use (in
miditlon to a serles of Immediate
demands), is far to the ILeft of
the Stalinlst-created Labor party,
which bases itself solely upon the
gtroggle for immediate demands,
and does not even place before the
workers the need of a new soclal
order. The program of the Labor
party cannot even be called reform-
jat: the best description that can
be given for it is Left-liberal,

The sell-proclaimed vanguard of
the working class, instead of lead-
ing the workers to the broad high-
way of revolution, 18 dragging them
to the abyss of the most craven Lype
of reformism., The masses have
seen the necessity of a new soclal
order (confused though they are as
to the means of attaining this social
onder), but the Labor party does
not even pay lp service to this
ideal.

The Workers Party of California,
however, places before itself an al-
together different task. It does not
drag behind -the masses ; it does not
strengthen thelr illosions In parlla-
mentarlsm, To those woTkeérs (on-
vinced of the necessity of replacing
capltalism by socialism it poiots
out the only real way of atiaining
this goal; through the sclentific
methed of Marxism-Leninism, the
workers' dictatorship over the cap-
italiat claMs, as a temporary stage
to the free communlst secicty. To
the workers still imbued with faith
im eapitalism, it shows the need for
a new aorinl order.

JOIN THE WOREERS PAETY.

Conflict Continues
In Teachers Union

{Continued from Page 1)

of concilliation, they were willing

paid 31LE percent of the total LAX |y confer with the adminksteation,
bill, the well-to-do 83.2 percent. . . . | ypder the supervision of the Coun-

Science and Invention..

Marconi, inventor of wireless
telegraphy, has presented Muosseling
with the Intest device for transmit-
ting “denth waves” which he claimes
will revolutionize warfare, Ethlo-
plans will have the honor of being
murdersd i the latest selontific
fashipn, . . . Julivs Streicher, Nazl
Jew baiter, advises the use of =
small pendulum a5 a divining rod
for detecting Jews, “Jewlsh blood,"
he says, “belengs to lead and =ine,
products of radicactive decay, while
Aryan blosd belongs to gold and
platinum.” . . . In June the Statis-
tical Bulletin of the Metropolitan
Life Insuramee OCo. attributed the
1934 inerease in the birth rote s
“the direct result of anm wpward
trend in the economie tide . . .
The curreny lssee attrlbutes the
increase as bEI:EE due to a lowering
of the stampdard of living., “The
birth rate i8 well known to vary
ioversely with the Income class of
the family and highesi birth rates
are found among the ccongmically
lopst fnvored olasses . . . It is al-
moest certain that families on pelief
have a4 higher birth rate than non-
rellef familles. .

Prosperity...

The Chieago Tribune reports the
number of “panpers” trebled by
the dele. Of Ilinois 300,000 relief
cases, 6000 are classified as “un-
emplovable™ .. . In New York City,
Genernl  Johnsan  reports 40,000
peojile or one gixth of the ubem-
ploved on rellef as belng too ill to
work, mmostly  from  malonteltbon.
oL The 15 & Departmeendt of Com-
merce reports that the natfonal ine
come Inereased 10 to 15 percent in
1934, . ... Alexander Hotchevovsky,
Honston, Texaxs, dancing master,
has introduced a new dovee char-
acterksed by leaping, Aving move
ments and wide steps symbolizing
the return of prosperity, . . |

{eil, in order to arrive at n working

basis which would result in the ef-
feetive functloning of the anion,

Impressions of (he Delegates

It 18 Interesting to note that the
delegates ta the convention ropre-
sented a good cross section of the
teachers of Ameriea. Therse were
present teachera of all agea: the
gravhalred and dignified one pear-
ing the age of retirement, the mid
dle-nged and the younger genera
tion, representatives of all teaching
levels from elementary school to
college., There was also present o
gprinkling of Negro delogates from
Arkansps, Georgin and Washington,
0., ag well ag a  delegation of
tpachers from Cuoba who told the
convention of the repression of the
Iabor movement by the preosent e
actionary regime. Politlcally, every
shade of opinion was represenbsl
Because the convention was sa rop-
pegentative it demonstroted that the
AFT, though still a small orgnn-
fmation eompared to the total num-
ber of teachers, had become s vital
force among the teaching body. 1L
ghowed also that even the most
brekward and most difficult to or-
gimize of the white collar profes-
giong, the teachers, are organizalile
ints trade nnions; as wn  organic

petrt aned mot merely s oan ally of )

the labor movement. IHeports pre
spntid fo Lhe convention showod
that progress [oward mass orgoh-
izgatlon hasz already becn made fa oo
pumber of localities, In Oleveland
the nnion movemenl has sncoecded
in organizing 2500 of the 4,500
teacherg and has secured  recognd-
tion by the Board of Education. In
Philndelplida, the Ioeal which was
organizer about a year and a hall
ago with a membership of soven,
has grown to vver a thousand due
to the activitles of the progressive
leadership. In Arkansas, the land
of sharecroppers and closed schools
and payless teachers, 42 locals have

been orgrulzed within less than B
vears., A nonmber of nnlon Beaoebors
have also becn netive in organizing
gharecruppers, a phienomensn which
gives additional significance o the
union movement.

3. Report of Offcers of AF.T.

The repart of Preslident Lowry
was highly academiec in character,
containing the wusuasl progressive
platitudes, It did, howewer, Coo-
tain o summary dealing with the
fundamental problems which the
organized teachers foee. He stressed
five problems: the education of the
teacher to o fuller knowledpe of
eurrent socinl problems, factlonal
divizsion, fear of dizmissal or union
netivity, cloger  fraternalization
with organlzed labor, and fnance,
The weaknese of hig report conaist-
ed In the fact that he offered no
tangible program or recommenda-
tions whereby these problems might
be denlt with,

The report of the Secretary-
Treasurer Florence . Hanson was
more intercsting from a  factual
stamdpoint, It is interesting to note
that the organization recelved 338,
003 In form of per capita dues and
that Taocal 5 N. Y, saopplied 56852
wr approzimately one fourth of the
total nmeomet. Thi=s fact bhrings out
better than anything else the ijm-
portance of Local 5 in the national
organigation. As to membership the
report ahows that the natlonal or-
Emnivd lan annsi=ied of 106 lecals
of which =6 webe locals organized
this year, The AFT, has now a
total memberahip of approecimately
15,006, a gain of 453 percent in the
mamber of locals and 12 percent in
members.  There was a loss of (en
locals, which wa= unusually latge,
bk, s

“in face of the atticks upon the
teacher uuton movement this 5 o
remarknble pegord. Bome of our
mewest and smallest localzs  have
held thelr position in the face of
gtrong  opposition. A barpage of
hostility was opened In Ohio last
yvear. [t has becn intensificd this
veirr. In Toledo where attempts

NEW MI1LITANT

Philly Fruit Clerks
AskAidforMembers
Facing Jail Terms

PHILADELFHIA, Pa.— Headers
of the NEW MILITANT are aware
of the fact that five frult clerks
are fecing long terms in prlson if
convicted as a result of strikes they
condgeted In Delawane County and
Philadeiphia.

Certaln wisencres In the labor
movement are spreading the rumor
that “"there 18 nothing to these
cases,” “you guys are just making
a blg howl about mothing,” etc.

In reply to these people we want
to cite a few examples of “justice”
in Delaware County :

1. In March, 1830 Roy Peltz and
Tom Holmes were convieted of “se-
ditton” and received $5,000 fine and
1 to 20 yeara in County Jail, and
two years, respectively. These two
workers were trying to organize a
union In the Viscose M (world's
largeat manofacturers of cayon) In
Marcug Hook, Pa. The "sediton™
wonsisted in giving out a leaflet
which advlsed workers to organise
intp a unlon and M $ecessary Lo
“protect yourselves against police
brutality and interference.” This
was eonstroed by the “just” ceurt
to mean “sedition.’”

2, 1o the apring of 1882 two
young workers, Johm Adams and
Harry Roth were arrested in Ches-
ter, Pa. (Delaware County) and
charged with “sedition™ because
they advocated In case of war the
workers should “turn thelr guns
agninst their oppressors”  They
did one year in jpll apiece.

3. There were two other work-
ers who were sentenced to B0 to
1590 days in joil becanse of unem-
ployed activities,

Speaking of Delaware County, we
wish ¢o quote from the Philadelphia
Evening Publlc Ledger, Seplember
f, 1985

“Governor Earle yesterday at a
‘Cornbadl” on  the Graee Farm,
Swarthmore, attacked the MeClure
organlzation, declaring ‘of all the
corrapt  political organleations,
there was never anything in the
United States to egual this""

Furthermore, “justice™ a la Del-
aware County I8 oot eotirely re-
gtricted to Delaware County — Al
Lichtman, ome of the fve fralt
dlerka, was just sedtenced to a
1, cash bond to0 keep the peace
in Philadelphia County in spite of
the fact that the only “evidence”
against bhim was the testimony of
the boss' son.

Now Mesars., Wiseacres, do you
e what Harle says about Dela-
ware County, the stronghold of the
Melllure gang? De you think that
“mentlemen” of the ealibre of Me
Clure gnd his henchmen, who send
workers to jall for years when they
ity to organizc a unien or condnet
unemployed or anti-war activities,
will hesitate 40 send up union mem-
bes when they have conducted a
three months militant strike?

have been made to dismiss the
teacher leaders, with success in one
case.  In Massillion, Ohio, the su-
perintendent  epdorsed by Local
A, the president and vice-presldent
of the local were not reappolnted
after o  vigorous contest.  Pleage
note that Massillion 330 shows a
growth., Continuous press acocoants
pnt out by the Ohio Chamber of
Commerce gnid the Seclety of Amer-
leaneers  branding the Ameéricin
Feideration of Teachers as radical
and communistic and its oficers as
communists bave inoreased the dif-
ficulties of holding and bullding
locals,. In apite of this, howevyer,
the ©Ohlo membership ha= more
tham held ita ownk (From the an-
nunl repert of Seeretary.lreasurer
Hansomn, )

We have qu-l}l!-r"-l‘l frome Lis TEpert
for warlous refsons. First it illa-
minates the role which the Lafko-
witz-Linville-Green combination s
playing in branding hondreds of
members of Local 5 a8 communiats
—it s exactly the kind of language
which the open-shop. labor-hating
Chambear of Commerce and the pro-
femdional patrlotecrs are using to
prevent dhe organization of teach-
gra im their efforts to smash e
locals already in existente by Be-
curing the dismissal of teachera
who gre acvtive in union orgunizing,

In New York Lefkowits and Lin-
ville, assisted by the capitalist
presa and the Right wing Socialiat
presz, the New Leader and the For-

e

witd, are preparing the ground for

miss dismisaal of teachers by thﬁtrl
campaign of union wrecking and |
slander. 1

The second problem which Mrs.
Hanzon's report  raised are the
menns to be smployed to defeat the
terrovistie campaizhs of the Boards
of Edocation, the Ohambers of
Commerse and the profrasional pat-
rinte  In the Wagner Bill, the Ped-
eral government wae compelled to

recognize ot lesst on paper,  the

right of workers to organize In on-:

ions of -thelyr own chooging, and to
bargain eollectively with the bosses,
Thiz fundamental right, for teach-.
erd, 13 not recogolzed by local and
<pate edncathonal and ;:1'I'HT!TIIII-!E'I'ITI’I-|;
authoritics. This can only be ob-|
tained by teachers through thelr
own efforts and struggle and by the
¢losest aszociation with the labor
muevement. In the teacher feld,

the ompany unlons, which take the

Shipping Clerk
Strike in New
York Ended

ILGW HeadsParalyze
Militant Battle of
Striking Workers

The ghipplog clerks’ strike Ia
over. The strikers returned to work
Thursday without winning thelr
wige and hour demands, and with-
out union recogintion. They have
a promise from the beéses’ associa-
tiona to pay a $15-§16 minimum for
& H-hour week, At & meeting of
the strikers held Wedpesday after-
noon the “pettlement” was pot for-
ward by the leadera of the unlon
as a “victory” and accepted by the
clerka TUnder the conditions the
clerks were given Uitle cbolee in
the matter. The stoppages called
in warlous shops in support of the
strike had all been called off. Nom-
bers of clerks had retoroed two
work. It was eliber A case of ac-
copting the terms offered or CATTY-
ing on whh badly weakened forces
But to call such a settlement o
victory is quite another matber. It
was anything but 8 victory. An
analysis of the causes for such A
setback I8 the fitet step towards
winning the next battle,

To pegin with, the refosal of
President Dublosky apd the LL.G.
W.TU. to give the shipping clerks a
aharter as a local of the IL.G.W.T.
placed, from the start, a great
handicap on the local. As a part
of the 1ILGW.T., wilth the prea-
tige of the I[L.GyW.U. behind it
and backed by It in thelr crganizn-
tion campalgn, the local could hawe
been pat on & real mass bage befora
strike action was considered. The
reaponsibility for thia fallope 1les
not with the clerks bot with the
leadership of the LL.GW.U. who
turned down the request for o
charter.

Secondly, a3 a Federal union the
local was given the “sopport™ of
the officials of ¢he Truckers Loenl
102, This support was of the kind
that & scaffold glves & man about
to e hanged. The truck drivers
went gn strike glmultansously with
the shipping clerks, and aettled
thelr strike at the exrpense of the
clerks. In other worda, they ap-
plied the noose and then kKicked
nway the “El:l;ppl:lrt," leaving the
cletke dangling in mid-ald. Met=,
manager of Local 102, has & record
that iz known, and nost favorably,
throughout the LIL.GW. 0. ‘This
petion was in line wih that record,
President Dubinsky, who sanctioned
the settlement by Local 102, can-
not by later fnanclal support and
gtatements wipe out his share of
the responsibllity for this aet,

Thirdly, when the shipping clarks
reapotided te- the strike call in thou-
gands,, the inexperlenced and youth-
ful strike leaders were unable o
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Contributlons this week Iin the
campalgn for the S-page NEW MIL-
ITANT again record & drop. The
total bromght in for the week e
goly $38.50. Thess contributions
were motalved as followse:

hltiong
Weat Side
F. Martin, 8t Paol ......... 1.040
H. Smith, Hutchinson, Kans. 1.00
Bobert Merrlil, N. ¥. C....... 104
Harlem Branch, N.I.C....... G&7T0
Anonymous, M. T. Q.vvvrnnns 1.04

Flatbush Braoch, N. Y. C.... 100
Antorla Branch, N. ¥. C...... 2040
(Oharleston, W. V&, Branch.. 1.00
Cleveland Braoch ..... ..... 100

Advance Sobseriptions
Cherloff, Youngstown Br..... 2,00
Clab Cards
Righy, Utlea ............... LG50

Why has fhe Communlst Interna-
tional degenerated from & revolu-
tionary world party to & bureancra-
tic organization of social patriot-
fsm? ‘What ia the program of the
Workers Party for the impendiog
war? How can the milltapt work-
erg prepare themselves agalnst BHo-
clal Democratic and Btalinist he-
trayal? ‘lil"h.at. are the lemsons of
the stroggle againgt PFasclam in
Germany and France for the work-
era of the Unlted States? What
are the forces and prospects foi the
Fourth Internationmal?

These and other questions will
be answered in the series of foor
Sunday-night lectures “On the Road
o the Foorth International"” to be
given by James P. Canoon, editor
of the NEW MILITANT, beginning
Heptembar 16, at Irving Plaza Hall,

properly organize the atrike. It
was then the bounden duty of tho
LI.G.W.U, to loan capable and ex-
perlenced organizers to the clerks
Again, the fallure of proper foDo-
tioning of the strike machinery ean-
not be placed on the young and in-
expicheneid militant leaders, bot on
those who ecould and should hawve
furnished the experienced leader-
ghip.

Agaln, though unofficlal support
wans glven to the strike by soma
locals and partieplarly Local 22
through the calling of stoppages,
this smpport was sabotaged by the
reactionary leaders of other locals,
Ingtead of “benevolent neuotrallty”
with wunofficial " support;, the reac-
tlonnries wore ofiedially sllent and
unofficially sabotaging the strike,
This was clearly seen by the stop-
pages.  Such stoppages being main-
Iy called in the dresmsmakers’ shops
finde usoally initiated by members of

Youngstown Branch ........ 3.00

Grestings
Brownsville Branch, NM.X.C... | 8D
Previously recorded ...... BO5.B1
Grand Totad............. $531L31

The Harlem branch has now tak-
en the lead not only in the New
York District but over all the
branches in the country. The con-
tributlons from the New York
branches stand to date as follows:

(uota Contributed

Harlem branch § D800 $05.40
West 3ide braoch 10100 5340
Center branch L3 Wy S B0
PFlathush branch 8,00 ZT.50
Bronx branch 150,00 2 80
Newark branch 5400 .50
Boto Park branch 4500 15,00
East Hide hranch 9000 1196
Astorla branch B0 00 11.80

Brownsville branch 63.00 6.30
Paterson branch 15.00 2.00

Cannon to Lecture on 4th Int’l
In Series Starting this Week

Irving Place and 15th BL

The lecture titlesa ane: Seplem-
ber ¥2—From Lenin to Stalin (the
Downfall of the Communist Inter-
netional) ; September 20—Working
Class Polley in the ITmpendlng War
{Revolutionary Defeatism wa So-
olal Patriotlsm) ; Oetobér 66— The
Atruggle Agalnst Fasclam (Histoer-
leal Lessons for America) ; October
13—The Koad to the Fourth Inter-

a New World Party TUnder the
Banper of Marz and Lenia).
Groat Interest In the serlea In
expected. "Tiekets for the fodr
lectures will be sold 1o advanos for
45 centa for the serfes. Individoal
admissions will be 15 cents, that is,
If there 1s suflcient room. Order
ticketa ln advance from district of-
fice of Workers Party, 55 Bast 13th

Local 22

By the overwhelming response to
the strike call and by thelr mili-
tancy on the pleket lines, the ship-
pog clerks could not be lgnored,
Financial support was generously
glven by the [LI.G.W.1I,, and Pres
ident Dubinsky was forced to in-
tervene,  This belabted iotervention
counld not save the strike. [t did,
however, galn the “settlement™ and
by that may pave the way for &
foture viotory.

The shipping clerks and all pro-
Eresslve forces Im the I.L.GW.T.
should mow press for the unity of
the local with the IL.G.W.U. They
ghould carry on a vigorous organ-
lzational campalgn. They ahould
force recognition of the minimom
wige In all shops—all as part of
the preparation for a gnited struog-
gle with the dressmakers in the
general etrike schedoled for mext
January.

form of lecal and state assoclations
affiliated with the National Educa-
tion Assecintion, have been  in-
trenched for a number of years un-
der the gpise of neofral profeesion-
al and academle organizations, Ac-
tually they are the agents of the
Boards of Education aod the em-
ploying interesta as has been af-
teated time and time again by the
position which they have taken on
guch questlons as retrenchment in
education, salary cuts, tenure, ach-
demic [recdom and loyalty oatha,
The struggle for the unlonization of
tenchers, a struggle which untid
now has not pecelved the attentlon
it deserves from the progressive
labor forces, has now DECOME One
of the important problems of the
movament. The onicnlzation move-
ment, 5% secn in this lght, meana
not only the wlpning of the teach-
era; it means the winnlog of the
youth of Amerfca—the future gen-
eration—for the labor movement. It
means alas the forging of powerful
forces that will ald in the defeat of
fascist tendencies,

4. Teacher Tenure and the Treach-
ercme Kole of Company Unions
of National Edusailon Assn

The teachers of New York State,
due largely to the activities of the
Teaohers Union, are fortunate in
having secured the enactment of
permanent tepure laws for those
posaeasing permanent  licensea A
fow other states have also passed
such lows However, in most states
thiz jmportant right bhas not yel
been securad. 1o such states teach-
e are usually hired individoally
on an annual contract hasia, which
coniracts coplain clavses regulating
their perzonal life and often violat-
ing their most elementary right as
cit'zensa.  In addition they can be
dismisged for any reason and for
no remson whatseever, Under this
aystem of anoual coplractis, mMass
dismizsals have taken place ooder
the policy of economy and retrench-
meunt pursued by local boards of
education. Bids have been adver-
therdd for the vacancies thus great-
eil, which haz resulted in pitting
teacherm againgt cach other Inm an
effort to  secure these jobse In
North Idakota, for example, as A
regult of this racket, pteacherys’ sal-
puries have been reduced (o wbout
an average of thirty dellars a
month, In sopw states, ag in Ar-
kanzas, no salaries have beco pald

for some time, and what salaties
teachers have obtalned have comea
from the Federal rellef funds.

Apain and agoin the question of
tenure was raised in the convention
and the term ocompany unionism
was [roquetly used. Evidence was
prescated which showed that the
efforta of the union movement to
secnre tenure for all teachers were
defeated by the opposition of the
loeal and steate affilintes of {he Na-
tlomal Bducation Assoclation, con-
trolled by the superintendents. The
company unions speclfically men-
tloned were the Pennsylvania KEdo-
cation Association, the Ohio Edu-
catlon Associatlon, and the Califor-
nia Teachers Associatlon. In ecer-
tain meademie guarters (#es for aX-
ample The Soclal Frontier, edited
by Prof. Counts who ought to know
better), the National Edocation As-
gociation has been  troated a8
though It were memaly a usefol or
at worst & harmless academic pro-
fesmional soclety. The reports of
the delegates concerning the activi-
tles of this organlzation left Do
donbts ane to its company unlon
character. The problem of expos-
ing and defeating these company
unlon cutfits has still to be worked
out by the tescher unlon movement.

5. Thes SBtruggles for Academic

Freadom.

Another problem which was much
in evidence at the convention wos
that of the fight against vielatlons
of academic freedom expressed In
the dismissals of teachers for opin-
ions expressed in the class Foom,
for activity in the labor movement,
and in the movement for loynlly
oath legislation ioltiated by 1be
Hegest pregs. A number of viclhm-
jzed toachers addressed the con-
vertion, among them being Vicluer
K. Jewett of Califorsia, who was

fon upon aspects of lfe in ghe Soe-
viet TUnion; aod Dr. Winslow N,
ilallett, a teacher at Cedsr Crost
College in Penusylvania, whoe wos

te organize teachers and e pnem-
ployed o Allentown, Pa.  In Tale
do, Columbus, and Massillon, Ohio
u number of dismizsals have taken
place during the year becavse of
similar activities, The convention,
voted, of course, to glve active sup
port o these teachera in the effort
to securs their reinstatement,

6. The Delegation of the United

dismizzed for expressing an opin- |

dismissed s a result of his efforts |

Commities to Save the Union

A word must be sajd concerning
the activities of the delegation apon-
gored by the United -Epmml.ttm to
Bave the Unlon, a delegation econ-
sisting of about sixty teachera from
Local 6, who came to Cleveland at
their own expensg (o opposse the
wrecking of their local by mach-
imations of the Lefkowlitzs outfit. The
delegation conducted itself in such
a dignified and impresslve manner
that it seeved o pefute the calom-
nies heaped wpon thess teichers by
the Lefkowitz-Linville crowd. In
thelr private discosslons with in-
dividpals and groups of delegates
they always recelved a falr and
courteous hearing in presenting the
minority’'s gide of the chse, ‘The
membera of the delegation, by their
[ntelligent conduct, contributed In
no emall measire to the victory
that was achleved,
7. The Lefkowitz and Liaville

Slanders in the N, Y. Presa.

In concluslon we are compelled
to reply bricly to the statements
which -have recently appeared in
the MNew Tork press by Dr. Lin-
ville and Dr, Ladkowite, which are
ug falee and unfounded as they are
digloyal to the American Federation
of Teachers ‘They state that the
defeat of their proposal to revoke
the charter of Lol 5 and the slee-
tlon of a progresstve slate was
achieved by an unpriocipled com-
bination of left wing elementa and
of office-secking reactlonaries. It
ig true that in the eonvention thers
were tas progreasive canousss: onmo
led by Maynard Erueger of Chicago
and the ofher by Clyde Kiker of
Toledo, These caucuszes negotlated
and wchieved unity of sction wpon
the principled basis of a program
which called for: 1) rejection of
the revocation demand; 2) public
repudiation of the Green telegram;
31 Active opposition hy President
Lowry to the Lefkowitz-Greesn coh-
spiracy to aintlmidate the conven-
tion; and 4) Agresment upon &
pommaon slate for nationn]l oflicers
and members of the Excoutive
Council, Thizs united rong of all
progredsive forces on a principled
basis iz g symbol of the new spirlt
of realizm which has  manifested
itaelf recently inm the struggle to
overthrow the reactlonary Green
machine and their allies Ldoville,
Lefbowitz and the Right wing Ho-
claligts, —A TEACHRER.
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