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The Stalinist Congress of Social Patriotic Betrayal

1 Amid Hymns of Praise for Stalin

FavorsCoalitionGov’ts-Cheers|
“Lesser Evil” - TreacheryRules

By JOSEPH CARTER

The tragi-comedy known ps the
HSeventh Congress of the Commn-
it Intermational iz now being en-
acted in Mossow, The gtage sot-
tingg were carefully prepared; the
actors well primed. The world
capitalist press laughs at the farce
while the militant workers are am-
azed at the soclal democratie theme
songs which the Comintern bas
accepted @ gocial  pacifism,  soeclal
patriofism, capitalist coalition gove-
BrOometis.

“Bo sipgle previons congoess has
revenled such ideological and o=
litieal unanimity s this,” proudly
praclnima  Dimitrodf, giving elo-
quend testimony to the hand-picked
pature of the Congress delegates.
What woas onee the world staff of
international working clnss fevolu-
tion has mow becomo o chorus for
acclaiming  the infallibility  of
Atalin.

Dweepite the tragie defeats of the
past years, Stalin haz cobgtantly
poztponed the Seventh Congress of
the Comintern. Though its statuies

tall for a4 engmeEs every Lwo YCears, |

the Third International congress Is
now meefing for the first time in
geven yveara Not even the destruo-
tlon of the German working class
organizatioma by Fascizm, which
impelled the Labor and Sociallst|
{Becond ) International te hold an;
immediate congreas, could cut short
the eriminnl  policy of 2iallnism
and lead to & congress which would
put an end to fts fatal course,
The Stalintsts feared o Congress.
Immediately following the German
debarcle the leading theoretical or-
gan of the French Commuonist
Party carried “critieal” articles of
the Goerman  Communisi  Parly.
These were denounced as “Trot-
akyist.” Doriot, leader of the 3t
Denia section of the Oommuonist
Party, drew some of the more ob-
vioua lessons from  the German
catastrophe—only to  find  himself
expelied,
of ithe Communist party mildiy
questioned the course of their (Ger-
man comrades—and were quickly
guoleted.
The “New Courss™
Ofice Tonanfmily” wog restored,
the Thirteenth Plenam of the Ex-
ecutive Committes of the Comins
tern (Docember 1533) decided that
the RBeventh Congress would be
bheld “duriog the second balf of

In Czechoslovakia leaders

1884, However, thls date and
several olhery later set were aleso
postponed. The reason: Stalin was

“new  course’”;  the
Franco-Soviet Pagt was in  the
making, (nee slgned and then re-
enforced by the Infamous Stalin-
Laval communiqoe, one other task
bad to be completed before the
Congress could be held, vis, an
ngreement with the French Social
Ivmeerats for organic unity be-
tween the Boelallst and Communlst
parties with the provise that the
“Trotekyites”™ be expelled from the
Soclalizt party and the Young So-
clalist Leagne.  This achieved, the
settings  were completed for' the
Seventh Congress

The speeches at the Congress
morcly roepeated what the director
hod ordered., In the name of a
rejection of “stercotyped phrascolo-
gy, pedanticism, and doctrinarizm,™
the ossentials of  revolulionary
Marxism, abhwndoned in praclice by
Staliniem a long time ago, s now
overthrown evem g8 to  theoretical
formulations,

Dimitrof summarizea the “new
task" : “We must learn to interlink
the tremendous doctrine of Marx,
Engela, Ienin and Stalin with
Sealinislt determination, with irre-
concilobilily of principle  against
thee class encmy and  devistions
{from the line of Bolshevisml, with
Stalinist intrepldity in the face of
difffeulties and with Stalinkst reve-
Intlonary realism.” (Daily Wworker,
Augunat 15, 1935).

It ns examine thiz “Stalinlsi
revolutionary reallsm,™

The Siruggle Against Fascism
Wilhelm Pleck in his opening ad-
dregs declared:

“It 4% mpol ioonmaterial to o=
what polithml system rules ihis
or that eouniry. "Where parlia-
méntarism and remaants of dem-
ocratic freedom exist, there in
spite of capitalist interference,
where it is posslble for open
fighting organizations of the pro-
Ilednriat to exipt, thers we defend
partinmentarlsm and demoeracy
against fascism amd cobtiooe to
gtruggle for the proletarian die-
tatorship™ (Dally Worker, July
27, 198ah8).

This from a leader of the Ger-
man Communist Party who yvester-
day denounced as “eounter-revoln-
tionists™ those who called for &

preparcing  a

working clasg defense of demdacrat-

-k

Abe Cahan Hails the Seventh Gﬂngress

Ed. - Note: The Jewish Thaily
Forward, organ of the most out-
spoken Itight Ying sectéon of the
Hociglist Party, the following alg-
niflcant guolation from an editor-
inl with the vory significeat title
A Correct Wornd from Moscow
at Tast":

“At the congress of the Com-
munigt International in Moscow,
Dimitroy made a speech on Wed-
nesday on the sudden turn of the
comnumists towards domoeracy,
and secording to the report in
yesterday's Times he spoke as
Follows:

=

“In many comiries the work-
ers are oo longer eonfronted with
& choice balween commanian and
domoeracy, but between democra-
cy and Fascism and ¢he commun-
ista therefore most support demo-
cracy.!

“A correct word comes Trom
Moseow s last, an openhearted
declarmtion that in many coun-
iries there cannol mow bo  any
talk of communizm nmy longer,
and that thers s mo such thing

there, that there are in these |

countriea only two lssues, demo-
CTREY nnd' Fl.aﬂ!m.

be righta! Ewven gfter [litler came
to power the BExecutive Commitbes
of the Comintern (December 1033)
attacked the “contrast between
demogratic conniries and the coun-
tries of the fasclst dictntorship in
principle.” Now the defense of
marliamentarism and the contrast
between Fasclst Germany and the
“democratic couniries” is the main
axis around which Stalinist politics
revolve,

How [s bouwrgeasls parliamentar-
lsm to be defended against Fas-
clam? By an “antl-Fasclst people’s
front.” Mot the nnited front of the
working class organizations for the
defense of democratic rights, the
arming of the peopls, the orgabiza-
then of workers’ militia pgoinst
Fascism but a blee of workers' or-
ganizationa with chpitallst partiea
for the defense of parllamentar-
lem, The model {8 the French
Meaple’s Front: the bloe wih Dal-
adier and the Radieal Soclaliat
Preriy, Daladier who, alihough he
had a parlinmentary majority e
hind him, on February 4, 1834 cape
itnlated before the Fascista! These
are the warriers against Fascigm!

The People's Froot 1s to struggle
for govenmental power. Dimitroff
told the Congress:

“4 gituation may grise in which
the Tormation of a government
by the proletarian onited fromt or
antl-fapcist Feople’s fromt iz mot
only possible bul Decessary, aven
hafore the revelolionary selzure
of power by the proletariat. At
the pppropriate moment the Conoi-
mumnigt Farty, supported by an
opsurging pnited front movement,
will sefse the initiatlve in form-
ing roch a povernment. The Com-
muist Parly will sctively sup-
port such & goveroment # the
povermment bas & 2 plaiform

“We sign this declaration with

both bands, enly with fwo reser-
vations

“One iz that ool ooly ean
there be Bo goestion la  those
couniries about comenunism, buot
that thers naver was, even in the
yoars when the communists were
blowing the trumpets ip bring the
news dhat communism on & white
horse is at the gates of the cily.

“The pecond reservation Is that
if there is af present any guestion
helween democracy and Faseism
it 1s thanks to the communisis”

agninst Fascism mnd reaction re-
gardless of whether the Commu-
nist Party enters Ioto the gov-
amment or net” (Daily Worker,
July 27, 10355

Support of & boorgecis “andi-
Faselst” government! May, even
participatlion In such a capitallst
coalition government !

Apd in proparation for such a
“people’s government” the Commuo-
niat parties are to seek organie
unity with the Soclalist party.
Even for the United States this
step 18 contemploted. HBarl Hroow-
der informs the Congresa that: “In
the provess of the struggle we will
eliminate the prejodles: among the
Social Demoecratic masses that the
Communista are splitters of the la-
bor movement, wo will foriber
their healthy desire for wanity, and
distuss with them the guestion of
organizaticoally paiting all the ad-
hersnds of soclallsm™ (Dally Work-
er, Aungust 13, 1685). The time
worn ocentrist peattle of oeganie
unlty of “adberents of soclalism™
i# mow the slogan of the Stalinists!

On the struggle against imper-
ialisi war, the Seventh Congergs
again repeated the soclal patriotis
program of geclal demoeracy. Pieck
declnred ;

“Shonld German fasclsm 8t
tempt to comquer the small Eor-
opean states, their war apainst
Fascism will be & righlecus war
whieh wa will support™

What fz thiz but a plaglarizm
from the Vanderveldes and De
Mang, the Belglum patricta? Bot,
the Stalinists reply, In the lag.
war the small nations wers pawra
in the hands of the imperialist
powers. Qulte right! And w at
reison §@ there to belleve the. a
war of German Fapclam ggaiost the

smnll wotions today will not  in
valve imperialist powers on both
sides?

Hotl, they reply, German Fos-
clem'a attack gn the gmall pationa
iz the firal step towardas an altock
o the Soviet Unlon.  Quits frae
However, if France despite the
contrary assertion by  Maurieo
Thores, in an ally of the Soviet
Inion, the war will be an imperial-
fst war in so far as fmperialist
France is coneermed

In hiz War and the Hecond In-
ternational (1914), Lenin made this
clear when he declared :

“In bricf, war belwesn imperial-
it great powers . . . or 8 war in
allinnee with such powers, is an
imperialist war”  Perhaps for the
Btalinizgtz this 1z “sterentyped
phrasealogy, pendanticlem and doe-
trinarlsm"! For Marzists it iz an
cazentlal of the revolutionary pro-
gam Against war.

The French Htaliniste are ready
te support lmperialist France £ it
iz allled with the Soviet TVblon

Faseism and St le Arainst wm_:agnjuﬂ Fasclst Germany. Ihe-

fense of democracy agninst Faos-
cizm,” “oitiona] defense of onr
conntry™ are now the joint slogans
of Stalinism and Social Democracy.

Only  vesterday, after Hitler's
vietory the Thirteenth Plepum of
the Comintern (Decomber 1938) de-
¢lared In liz theses:

“The Frefch Soclalists (as well
m% the social democrais of: Crecho-
slovakin, Poland, eic)
out the *saered unity of the nation”
under the elogane of ‘defenge of
democracy,’ and ‘defenss agalnat
German Fasclam,” actively partici-
pete in the preparations for war
agninat Germany.”

Perfect! And now the Freoch
Commublet Party accepts the same

program and proposes orgiknlc un-

carrying |

‘theGreat’another1914Emerges

ity so that the “sacred unlty of
the nation” can be more effective!

The SHtalinists, whether French,
Crecholalovakion, Polish, German,
of American now speak abont “our
country” in the same sense as the
goclal democrats. The dictom of
Marz that the working class has
no country under capitallsm haa
been replaced by the social patri-
otic nationalist conception,

Even the Etalinist SBizth Congress
of the Comintern {(1$28), in lta res-
alption on war, declared on this
BODTE

*The prolefarialt has noe coon-
try uniil it has eaptured political
power and has taken the means
of production from the exploiters.
The expression ‘national defense’
is mothing bl & eatchword, and
mostly a petly bourgeois calch-
word fo justify war”

The Stalinizts Torther conslder,
for example, that the French army,
conld be supported if the Fascist
officera are onsted. The same theses
of the Sixth Congress stated:

“Im jmperlalist states the attl-
tode of the proletariat towards
armisg is determined by the fol-
lowing:

“MNo matter what thelr form of
organization may bo, armies are a
constituent part of the bourgeocis
gtate apparatos, which the prole-

tarint, in the conrse of its revolu-
tion, must not democratise, but
break up'”

To repeat thls conception in the
French Communiz; Party today is
constdered “mntl-Soviet" and soff-
clent grounds for expolsion!
“Organizational Decsntralization”

The Congress resolofien  on
Pioek's report containg the follow-
ing instructions to the Execotlve
Commibttes:

"“While shifting the main slress
of Ha sctivity to wlaboration of
the fundamenial political and
tactienl 1lnes of ithe world labor
movement, to procesd N deciding
any gquestion from thes concrete
sitnation and specific conditlons
obialning o each particular coon-
try and as & rule to svold direct
intervention in infernal organiza-
tional metters of the Commoonist

e

The alm of thizs scetion Is two-
fold: first, to permit the Commuon-
st parties in different countries to
pucge  diverse  tactics  depending
wpon the divislon of nations into

“pro-Soviet”  and  “anti-Soviet’;
and second, to permit organic fi-
slon with the Soclallst partes,
leading to the organimational Bg-
nidation of the Comintern, at least
in its present form,

The zecond alm is brought outl
clearly in the statement of Dimi-
troff in anether eonneetion ;

*We are even peady to walve the
formation of Communist fractions
if necessmry im the interests of
trade union unlty.” (Delly Worker,
August 106, 19350  Already, the
provislon for the probibition of
political groups in the trade unions
have been aeeepbsd by the French
Blalinisls as a conditics for onity
between the reformist ond Stalin-
kgt unlons in that country, Trade
nnion fractlons have alwers been
congldered o principle of revola-
tiomary party organizations, It still
rempinsg o prineiple. But the Stal-
inigt particg are no lofger revolu-
tionary organizatlons!

Bocial patriotiam, class eollabor-
atlon, minizsterialism or eapliadist
coplition  pgovernments, thess are
the policies of Staliniam! Treach-
crons betrayal of the worklng class
can be the only result; betrayal on
a far larger scale than we have
witheazed In the last ten vears of
Stalimizm, Omnly ooe  inglruEment
can 8top snch betroyal: the world
party of revolution, the Pourth In-
terna oo,

Around this hanner, tensg of
thounaunds are already rallwing.
The proceedings and decislons  of
the Seventh Congress will open the
eyes And minds of thousbods of
others. It Is becoming clearer to
the more advanced workers that
the Comiotern i5 po lopger the [o-
tarnational of Marx and Lenin,
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