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In Belgium . . .

Social Democracy again proves
its role as a brake on the working
class in itas stroggle agninst capi-
talizm. With the existence of a
Marxlst party in Belgium, the polit-
fcal crisis throngh which that conn.

try bns been passing could hawve
been utilized to direct the proletar-
tut in militant struggle for the pur-
pose of achieving as a frest step a
workers” government. Butb a rovo-
Intionary party did not exisc there,
owlng n lurgest measure to the
crimingl blunders and betrayals of
SBtalinism. Soclal Democracy re-
tnins its power over the trade un-
fona nmd in the politieal activitles
of the muaszes, ot within the ranks
of the socialist Labor Party of Bel-
Bium, the mast advancsd workers,
nhsorbing some of the bitter les-
pons of the German defeat, have
been slowly moving to the left. The
deepegoing eriais of capitalism pro-
daced the objective conditions for
the rapid growth of such a left
wing, but lts leadership could only
actomunodate itself to the pressure
of the reformist lepdeors at the sight
and thus beld back the workers in-
stead of arousing them to militant
action,

]

Coalition Gov’t. . .

In Belgium, as In Francge, fas-
eglsm iz & growing menace to the
working clagz. The Belglan king
is In cloge touch with the forces of
regction and the mooarchy will be
utilized without a doubt In the at-
tempt to save the capltallst system
by banoding the power to the ex-
treme reactionarles who will erush
all workers' organizations unless
the workers seize the power and
liguidete the monarchy at the same
time, Far from preparing  the
masses for this revelutionary task,
the Social Democraey is rendering
them passive. Instead of breaking
with the bourgeolsie as the frst
step In the defense of the workers
ngainst  fasclam, the betraying
leaders of the Tabor Party  have
joined in the ecoalition ministry,
The militant workers have demamid-
od stralght along that in the polit-
fcal crisis accompouying the eeos
nomic one, the Labor Party inke
aver the government alome, Tut
there I8 nothing that socinlist lead-
ers fear so much as power, for then
they cannot reject the basie de-
mands of the working class with-
ot standing naked and exposed,
The entry of Vandervelde, I Man
and the “lefilzt" Spaak into the
Van Zeeland eonlltion shows onee
more how reformdism creates §l1lu-
glons among the workers by de-
nouncing capitalism loudly in words
in order the better to save the
capitalist (“democratic™) system in
deeds,  Vandervelde requires  the
bourgeolsie in the conlitlon =0 ans
to aveld ecomplete exposure when

MARCH OF EVENTS

By JACK WEBEE

he feamples on the necds of the

ErLSEE,
*

The Effects . . .

It iz elenr from the citcumstances
surrounding the formation of the
coalition ministry that the socialist
workers, the rank and file, were op-
posed to this betraoyval and to class
collaboration at this juncture, For
the entry was in the pature of &
oonp d'etat, an accomplished fact,
it over not merely oo the Labor
Party, but on the Centeal Commit-
ter 0f the party as well. This
throws the clearest light possible
on the attitude of these mislenders
townrds  “legalite.”  They would
have the workers follow the course
permitted to them by finanee enp-
itnl in the struggle to overthrow
the bourgeoisie, but they reserve to
themselves the right to nctg “illegal-
I¥" for the benefit of the bourgeois-
fle In the ranks of the working
clugg, Thia act on the part of the
reactlonaries will have wide reper-
engslons.  The descetlon of the lefi
wing by its leader Spaak, who also
juir.'li‘.d the m!.l.'l‘lﬂ.hj' {(his reward Tor
thizs foul treachery), poevenbed an
immedinte split, sinee the  left
forces in the Labor . Party  werd
thrown into confusion. Neverthe
less the lelt wing continoed its pub-
lication of “Actlon Socialiste" and
denounced the coalltion government,
atating: “We again reaffirm our be-
ligf im the eevolutionary road to
Spelallam. Coalitlon s dizastrouns™
The altnation in the Labor Party
at present 18 n real test of the lefi-
ist forces and may result In capld
progress to a resl Marxist basis,
Thus a depuly from Brossels de-
elared In the Specia]l Congress
called to “ratify” the fait aeeoms
pli: “I sm convinced now more
than ever that with these mothods
(compromise) capitallsm will never
be conguers]. We pave behind us
bitter events—Germany, Austria—
{an"t that sufflclent that we shonld
learn? We must have more conti-
denece in the power of the working
cliss—in our own strength—the
tlme will come when our volee will
he heard—the volee of Revolutlon-
ary Soelali=m,”

The struggle agains: coalltdon
will tend to unite the left centrlst
forees and ald them to reach the
ndvanced workers. Thia also in.
volves the strugile against De Man
for putting into efect hizs  eotite
“Larbor Plan” which wonld ipvolve
the taking of power by a workers'
government, anpd not merely  por-
tiong of 1t, as De Man now pro-
poscs.  In this Aght the Bolsheyiks
mugt cpme to the ald of the revo-
lutionary workers In the Labor
Farty, In the course of Common
struggle the Bolsheviks mn  win
over thege forcea for o real militant
gstruggle against fasclam and for
workers' power.

Th

{Ed. Note: This is the second of
a series of articles by Comrade
Muste, The third article will
appear next weel.)

L] L] L]
By A. J. MUSTE
I

There iz ancther den adyvanced
by Comrade Buodenz which along
with certain valuable suggestions
exhibits the same [ndividualism, un-
reality, “other-worldliness,” the
plomeer'a longing for a fresh start,
the yearning for the ideal, as the
copreptions we have beon  discus-
sing,  The “American approach”
mesns, he suggests, that in build-
ing  the Ameriean revolutionnry
party we must muke a fresh start.
The movement in this country must

e “foot-lonse from the broils of
Euwropean radicallsm.”  Our work-
ers and farmers are  “naoseated
with the charges amd counter-

chntges of “opportunizm, ‘ronegad-
igm,' ete, which fill the radical afe"™
They are “fed up on te BewEns-
thenbe fictions which one  radical
groun musi, ns o matter of dury,
cremte about the other—muddying
ihe waters and bhiding the lesson of
corfeel thetios.”

There ia here, be it sald in pass-
ing, n hint that it is only European
radicallam which is afflleted with
broils, that American radicalism
would be free of them If these bad
Europeans had not brought them
over or if, perbaps, foolish Ameri-
cing had not imitated the Europ-
eans,  There i3 sarely no founds-
tion in fact for such am BssOmp-
tion of the peaceableneszs of Amer-
lcans, red or any other coler, and
a tendency Ia eVident here to alip
Into language which might easily
b given a nationalistle interpreta-
tion which its author woull be the
firat to disown,

Mud-Slinging Methods

Mow there ks no question that
radieal parties and groups have
spmetimes devoted time and energy
o wrangling over non-essentinls or
Izaues that had become dead. It is
plao true that eontroversy has de-
scended at thmes to the level of
petty sniping. The O, P. has pur-
gued a policy of mod-slinging, char-
apcter-nssazsinntion (nt this  very
moment directed against Comrade
Budenz),  Iying,  double-crossing,
breaking up meetings of  other
groups, which have intredueed a
demoralization and bitterness into
the radieal movement, With any
profest against any of thess ten-
deneies wherever they may appear,
the W.I, will assoclabe iteelf, It
ips tnken and will take the lead fo
the effort to eradicate them,

But there is bere a lumping to-
gether of all controversies ln the
ridieul movement and the suggos-
tion that they are not over serious
ardd genuing issies but the produoct
of “nenrasthenic fictlons” which
cach radical group has to trump ap
ogainal the others as a justification
fov iis own existence, Are the dig-
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NEW MILITANT

The Use of Polemics
In the Labor
Movement

cussions which have Indeed yaged
furicusly many tmes in the rade
ienl movement thus to be discnssed
ng the ravings of neurasthenics
about fletions? Was there pol & real
leaue botween Marxs and the Ttos
plan  secinlists? Or Marx  and
Bakuuin? And was it not essentinl
o the advancement of the working
vlags that these i=sues be fought
out and elarkfied? To tuke another
illpsteatlon, comrade Budenz would
be the lmst to argue that theve s
no real issue s bebween the Social-
domocrat and the revolutlondst or
that it is not necessary fo break (he
hold of the Bocial-demoeracy on the
mind of the working class.

The Tssue ot Foand

It peally comes down, then, to the
question as L whether the confiiet
between the CP. and the W.P, be-
twsen the Third Internmtionsl and
those who have ralsed the baooer
of the New, Fourth, Internationnl,
has to deo with signiflcant issuea.
But to ask this guestion is to an-
awer 1t! Conceivably an honest
worker may be on one side or the
sther in the controversy, anid we do
net elass those workers who differ
from us as counter-revolutionlats
nil social-fnscists (a4 breed that
secma suddenly to be as extinet as
the dodo), Bulb every day in the
fleld our comrades eneounter fhose
who bDelong to the C. I or Aare ah-
der its influence. They must be
cguipped to reason wilth them, What
else abonld a regponsible w .cker do
with other workers?

Furthermore, fhe l=sues of the
united front, the trade union poliey
of the P, seclal-fascizm, party
nmd workers” democracy, socialism
in one country, the forelgn policy
of the Soviet Unlon, cannot be dlg-
missed a8 unimportant, “nearas-
thenic fletlons,” any more than the
controversy between Marx and the
Uiopians, or Lenin and the Bocial-
Democrata conld e, The advent
af Fascliasm, the reasona why the
workers” movement (Hd not prevent
it, the debacle of the .10 in Ger-
miny, the fael that in =even years,
amd auwch years, the Third Interng-
tlonal, elaiming to be the genecal
gtaff of the world  revolotionary
movement, has: had .no Congress=—
all this, the W.P. cloims, ean only
mean that the working class of the
worlid hies entéred upon o new
epoch, as triely as a new epoch
ilmwned with the debacle of the
Hecond Internatlonal o 1514,

Confronted with such @ situation,
the revolutionary vangeard mnst
firat dechde whether the basic prins
ciples of the movement remain or
whether o new sef s o e workel
o, The WP, bases §tsclf apon the
principleg of Marx and Lénin. No

an Approach

one has come forwend with aony
athers that merit serious conszider-
atlon,
The FPoint of Departure

It then becomes necessury o ask
how the basic principles have been
peeverped,  misapplied,  Jdeparied
from, IHow can the revoluiionary
ovement posalbly ge on, unless it
iz simply to moke a leap In the
dark, save on the basis of an evalu-
ation of the past, its sucoesscas awnd
its failures? Since when has it he-
come scientific and reallstic for a
maovement not to strive ecarpestly to
benefit by ite own expecience? ‘To
propose o “start  from serateh”
with a brand-pew revolugionnry
mavement i3 to cry for the moon,
We cannot wipe out history, Our
opponents will tolk aboonk it if we
do mot, It 2 oot even troe that the
workers of the T, 5. are nausented
with discussion of ithese [ssoes.
Moesg of them do not koow anything
ubout them, It iz true. They are
urtintercsted, rather than navseaied,
Bt will any owe say that there i
P disenzsion in the 5.1 for ex-
||:|:|'_|'|Ir11:1 or nmong the more advaneed
workers genernlly, about revolu-
tionary pelnciples and the evalon-
thon of European events, ebe. than
o fow years ago?

Lesa mow than ever before s it
pﬂu-ﬂhl!: or udvisable for the revo-
lutionary movement in the T. 5. o
lgnore or isolate itself from Euarope-
ecan or world-cxperience,  As capi-
talism in the TLE. rapidly approachs
ex fhe same stage of developrment
ag In Buroean countriea amd re-
sorts o much the same deviees to
thwart the labor movement, we can
lenrn very direct and speclfic les-
song  from  Buropean experience,
Fasclsm I not o remote or absiract
issue for Amercican workers, War
iz mot a remote or wbsiract issaee
for pns. Furthermore, they are ine
ternutionnl, not pationml e,
St forther, it is witerly impassible
te comprebend what s happening
to the pocket-book, the home, the
dioner-table of American workers
and farmers, or to devies a4 way
out, gave by an understandime of
whai Is happening to waorld-eapital-
I=m and of what the working cliss
of all lands ean do about .

Unify=—=0iz Keal Meaaning

Omne other polst in this conmpec-
tlom. It 13 teme that the workers
dioglre unity. They must achleve
unity in order to win thelr frec-
dom. Bot a revolntionlat has po
buslness to lapse into sentimentality
or mipddle-headedness, As we have
poluted out  on  other  oceaslons,
there wag o united labor movement
in Austrin, but it went down hefore
"Fascism beenuse it was united on
i false, socinl-democrutic, basis, We
must mot, therefore, seek to evade
the controversy as toe what s the
spund basia for unity. Ratber must
wi fight with all the mental re-
sonrees at our command for ouar
concaption as to what that basls la.

Are we then to become o “debmt-

The Forgotten Men in America’s No-Mans Land

Ward H. Rogers Tells Stirring Story
Of Share-Croppers Battle

By HARRY STRANG

“The plight and struggle of the
exploited sharecroppers of Ar-
kamsas are-an integral part of
the plight and struggle of the
whole American working class,
It iz gqulte logical, therefore, that
the Mon-Fartisan Labor Defense
should be part of the commitiee
supporting my appeal against a
sixv-month's sentence for ‘anar-
chy." The Southern Tenant Farm-
ers Union appereciates thls sup-
port, I wish the Non-Partisan
Labor Delense every sweeess n
it effort to builld & natlon-wide,
fghting defense body incloding
workers of many political affilia-
tions,"”

Thus Ward I1, Redgers, class war
victim of the Arkansas plantation
struggles now bouring the Fast on
behalf of his union, of whose ex-
equlive he is a member, wonnd up
a bricf addressz to members of the
New York N.PIL.Ix at thelr reor-
ganizntion weeting last week, Rod-
gers, who will apenk In many eas-
tern eities during the next two
moniths, was unanbmously  eleched
an honoriry member of the new
Exeentive Poard of the ™. PI.0 ot
this mecting.

Interviewed after  the meeting,
Bodgera told something of the sito-
ation In Arkanzas, the fght of his
unlon and his own perseention ot
the hands of the landowning class,

“Mr undon {5 made ap of share-
cToppees, A sharecropper I8 o man
wha owns nothlng but hia  own
labar-power. Generally,  whether
Wegro or white, e has no vote, e
lives om a great plantation nnd
farms a little corner of i, The
plantation owner  fornishea  him,
that 1s gives hilm seed, n munle, tools
angd foinl, ng well as a roften elap
baoard shack., The eroppsir and his
family work all year, planting, enl-
tivating, pleking.

NEA a New Bunlen

“Ie i3 supposed to get half the
market price brought by the crop.
That would be little enough. . . .
but by the time the Inndlord gets
through with his ‘dedocts—whe-
ther reckoned honestly or with o

orocked peneil—the eropper  pety
next to nothing, The now policles
of Rocscvelt mean nothing to the
cropper—aexecpt that some of the
sl cnergetie among  them have
been forecd off the land altogether
o starve with the urban -pnem-
PlosriEd,

“Poverly, illiteracy. mberculosds,
pellngrn, malaria, starvation . . .
that is the life story of the share-
cropperda of Arkangas g well s of
other partg of the countty, In Are
kansas the average fomily carms
whouwt 300 a year. Half the popo-
Lation of the siate are living of
thint mneh—if vou ean eall It Liv-
ing,™

The erappers have been promized
snlvation o  thonsand times. bBot
they wever got & step neaster antil
ey begnn o take their fate in
iheir own bamls,. When Rodgers
npd others began to organize the
Aonthern Tenant Farmers Union
Ingt July, the cfopperz at Tyeonzo
wint for it In a blg wayr, Today,
necording to Rodgers, it has 10,000
membera in 50 locals In eastern
Arkanans, with a few In =outhern
Missourl and castern Oklahoma, It
has held the, largeat mahs mestings

"ever held in the history of Arkonsis

—anid held them Iin the face of o
lieroe gﬂ\"l#lllhl.‘nl-hl'ltl:l}d [error
campalgn lnunched by the landown-
[thir:

Color fssue Haised

*I uaedd to hiteh-hike when I woent
out organisies” Rodgers  relatsd,
“amd it was quite safe. We siarted
in the summer apd e owners
thought It wans just a Little pre-
clection stunt by politicnl fakers.
Election passed, and we went on
arginizing the anion, We took in
Negrods and white, mixzed up in the
snme nniom, We showed the crop-
perd that militant unity |8 the only
road, that class matters rather than
colir. The unlon grew.

“Then the owners changed thefr
attitnde. They did not walt for us
to strike, ‘They ralzed the color
sane,  Then, before we could even
nose demands, the terror began, and
nowy 1 ¢an't move aronnd in North
FEastern Arkansas safely even o a

high-powered enc.  Deputies, night-
riders, vigilantes are the exploiters”
annswer o the eroppers’ firsk move
to Ifaprove thoir living conditions”

Radgers outlined some of the nets
af terror perpeteated by the agents
aof the landowners. A few of them
folluw.

On November 20, 19034: W, I
Siulrx, Presldent of the Tinfon, and
three organizers were areested and
Jalled  while aorganizing Cross
County, They were held in jail for
40 daxs. At the trial In Febraary
the juilze ordered a verdict of “Xof
guilty.,”  The uwnion meeling s
broken up by Sheriff Stacy who
acied on orders from  plantation
owners near Parkin and Earle, Ar-
kansas. A guang of gunmen accoms-
panled  Sheriff  Stacy,  including
Floyd oberts, planter, O, . Eel-
ford, plantation rider |foreman),
W, W. Hazlip, Justlee of the Peace,
angd Walls Campisell, Justice of the
Pease at Parking, Arkansas. O, R,
lelford took charge of A. . Brook-
ins, Negro minister apd Chaplain of
the Tpien and beat him 30 badly
that it was neoccssary for Sheriff
Htpey o seeore medienl treatmoent,

On Japuary 26, 1045, Rodgers
wias arrezied np Marked Tree, while

white eroppers. Froed . Stafford,
depmty  prosecating Attorney  for
Fodnsett County had been stationed
with hia stenographer at the odge
of the crowd with the evident in-
tention of framing somecne.  Rod-
gers was tried for “anarchy"™ by a
jury compaeged of 11 planters and
hustness men and 1 tenant farmer.
ITe wos senteneed fo slx months
and a fine of $H00.  The case i
now on appeal,
Threalen Lynehings

On February 1 Laelen Koch and
Robert  Heed, both  of Commons
wenltt College, Ark., were forcibly
taken from o choreh ot Gilmore,
Arkansas by an armed mob carry-
ing o rope with which to lIynch
them. Rath were séeverely beaten
and “pistol whipped.” The mob
was led by Jake Lewis, a planta-
tlon rlder and Benton Moore, form-
erly an officer of the law in Critten-
ilen Cc-n.nll;y_

On Februaey 2 Hodgers, Roch,
Atley Delaney amd Robert Daker
were arrested and jailed by J. Mave,
city marshall of Lepanto, Arkansas,

addressing o mecling of Negro aomud:

They were terrorlzed while in jall
by & mob of planters who threat-
cned to lyneh them, They were
held in a Aooiled cell for three days
without mdequate Tood or five,

On February O Powers Hapgonod,
of the Socialist Party and seversl
mnion officials were preveoted from
!'I'I.‘.I]'I.H!IE o mecting af Bicdsong by
aniers and officers,

i March G Will Irving, shore-
cropper and union member was =hot
iee Ehe arm by a plantatlon rider
nsuned Lancaster.

On Marvch 16 Norman Thomas, H.
L. Mitehell, JTohn Herling and 1low-
arid Kester wer: manhandled and
alpgeed by o dronken mob of plant-
ere and ollicers at Birdsong, Bob
Fragler of ‘Tyrongn, ArKonsas, e
paded heod of the receotly  organs
iwml Kun Klux Klan was in the maols,
There were many promioent plant-
ers in the mab who took no actlve
et exeept to enconrage the otherva,

(e March 21 a mob, many of
whom are ldentifed, attempted to
Iynch Rev., A, B. Brooking, TUnion
Chaplain and organizer at Marked
Trewe, Arkansas, After the mob lad
failed on fonr eoenslons to lnre
Brockins from his cabln they tursed
thelr gans upon his home and wid-
iled it with bulleiss  Brookins s
(TP T L TR

On March
tken to the office of Chaposs f-Dea-

22 W I Bmnltz was

fer yoars,

On April 2 the home of B B,
MeKinney, another member of the
party which touped the east bn the
interesf of the wanion and  viee-
president of the wnion, was riddled
with more than fAfty bollets while
his family and some friends were
inside,. Two men were badly shot
amel the entire bhousehold torrorized
when the mob told them that an-
fese they all left Aarked Teee witl-
in 24 honr= they wonld be killed,

The PFederal govermment. that

i friend of the oppressed, sent an lu-
Fvestigator to Arkans=azs, Mra, AMary

Connor Myera, She didn't ke to
malee trouble for  the  plantation
aswviiers, buk so terrible is the (dight
of the ecroppers, =0  obvions  the
erimes against them, that her oo
poict pecessrily reflected some orit-
iwlsm of the lendowners' mefhods,
Az o opresalt, the Department of Ag-
I'il_'l!]tl"‘lr wmel the AALSA have sap-
peessed the Myers report. Senator
Robinson of Arkansas Roosevelt's
flogr-lender in the apper House of
Congress, uses his power {o block
all requests for the poblication of
the report. He wvetoea any Federal
intervention on behalf of the crop-
THTHE,

The Federal government knows
what s golug on in  Ackansas
and it wants nobgdy else to know
about it or to do anything abouot

ey Land Co, im Marked Tree v A it!

C. Epillings, Prod Bradsher and NELD, Lids Defense

Bob Frazier. Stultz was told b¥ | Tadgers stated that the only
Fraxier and Bradsher that they | zolution Is further organization and
would persenally see to it that | fyether struggle, He =ald  that
“YWouk braln= are l}ll"ll'l"l'l'.l it il gincp e ferror wik Inm.d “gﬂ_!ug[
your body thrown into the B | ihe eroppers, the unfon has moved

Franclks River"
(n Mareh 26 the home of C T,
Carpenter of Marked Tree, attorney

for the unlon, was fired upon by !

vigilantes in Marked Tree,

Shoot Union Men

Om April 1 Walter Moskop, one
of the members of the telo which
tored eastern clties in bebhnll of
the Southern Tenant Farmers' Tin-
bom, escaped from his home when
he was told by hiz cleven year old
boy that the vigilanbes were clos-
ing in on home to kill him, Andy
Bmith, riding bess for Chapman-
Drewrey, oy in hiding throughout
the day near Moskop's home,  Aog.
kKop iz o native of Arkansas and
has had his home in Marked Troes

nhemd,  “Town in Arkonsis we nre
fighters," ho says. “When the own-
ers begam to fight the union, the
croppers came to the sensible eon-
cluslen that o unfon must be a good
thing for the croppers. 5o io they
came, and ne terror can stop them."

Itodlgers case comes before  the
higher court of Arkansas in Octo-
ber, His defense is belng handled
by a unlon committes which haa
the backing of the Ward H., Rodgers
Defense Committes, o joint baody
including the Workers Party, the
Hoclallst Party, the LW.W, the
Non-Partisan Labor Defense, nnions
and other hadies, If thisg committen
suceseds in ralsing the needed Lunils
and bringing apggressive  pressune

or an “academy of
theareticiuns ™ If by that is meant
that we have vigorous internal
dizcuessions over real issues, in the
national and international aphere,
wi sy, By all means: noe organkz-
ation has any vitality which does
not hove that sort of [oteronal life.
If, however, it is meant that we
talk wnd write, but do not act, that
we develop an ingrown parcty, the
angwer ig that we shall permit that
te happen at our peril.  Again and
agaln we say, the Party must get
into the class struggle, yes, heére
in the .85 A It must prove itself
in action, and 1f it does not, 1€ will
bz thrown isto the garbage-can,
where it wonld belong, by the woerk-
ing clusa, Theory is with uws the
gulide to petion and iz to be tested
in wetion.

The Questlon of Stalinism

Arve wie to bieomn “noti-Sialinist”
rather than an  “anti-capitalisc™
parvty? It seems bo me that there
are certain comrmdes In the Party
who [rom different anglea tuke uan
unrealistic view of the matter here
ralsed. On the one hamd, there are
comreiades who to all intents and
purposes aay
awer the Stallonlsts” arguments and
[f we do that we ¢an dispose of
thewy and go abead, and those who
feoms @ slightly different angle con-
tend thut untfl the C.01'. has been
ik out of the ranning, by whatever
menies, there is very little we can
il

For one thing, the Stelinist an
uments have all been answercd,
but that ez uot made the OP,
disappenr,  The arguments of the
cupitnlists have all been answered
too.  Only eomrendes with o very
nendemie, intellectualistie, e non-
AMarxian, approach could possibly
think that arguments, oral or wrlt-
ten, by themselvea, dispose of {nsti-
futlonsg and organizations. We have
to demongtrate to the workers not
only that we enn win o debate with
the CP., But that we ean offer them
n living niternative, o revolution-
ary party that mao actnally funetion
in the elnss strugele. Obviously, if
wir v to prove that we can fune-
tiogn in order to win the leadership
of the workers ns ngainst oppooent
peirties, we have to functieon while
these parties still exist and are also
at work,  Who wonld expect to be
atherwise in (he world of reality?
Whie ean glee the matber a mo-
ment’s theught and then  propsss
that we put off trade unlon work
until the C.I* has becn ligubdnted
rather than contest the Aeld in fhe
nnlonzg mow with the C. Y Yes,
comrades, agaln: Project the parly
into the class struggle!

The Ostrich Method

O the other hoand, there  are
comrades who proctically take the
pasition that the Party should g
noere the existenes of the CF "sim-
ply go abead with its work,” spread
its pnti-copitalist message, boild
branches, hilp organize the unem-
Moyed, enter the unions, ete., bot
ezehew  controversy  either  aiboot
principles or practical matters. 10
the comrades referred to o the pre-
codling paragraph suffer primarily
from being acendemic, these latter
comrides are afflicted wlth a senti-
mentul outleok, It would Indesd be
Mensant {f there were no serions
controversies In the working elass,
I they were all engaged in o wnited
attack on the capifalist system, Hut
then the revolution would e here!
Thie world does nof happen o be as
we wold like it. Io the real world
we must fight those who mislend
the working clnss in order fo fight
cipitalisin effectively. In any event,
they will nttack ns and leave us no
wlternative but to fight.

Al though argument about prin.
clples doeg pot of itself soffice to
wiredt Il':l{'h‘.-l'!shi]'p (roam m gt
party, i i= jost mx froe that in
order o aehieove  lepdership the
TNerky meneab Qe peone thiey eondnet
pleket fines, 18 must demonstrate
it intellectunl supevloricy, Parvily
beenuse only thws can the most ail-
vianeed awd intelligent workers wud
intellectunla e won.  Chibeily, he-
cepse the Parvty'a fobh i= not mevely
lo canpluee w geries of skirmishes
with the employving class, but potl
ing lesa thian legdership in the over-
three  of |.'4I'||i!‘l|||ﬁr'|!|- The Purty
min=E ave  intellectun  eompeicoes
anml sailaly  the advonesd workers
that It has.

The Job Hefore Us

It mnkes o tremendous differomwee:,
however, whether the attack  on
sStalindsm 8 vepnrdod o= 6 s
ar s oan eml, whether wi chink of
itesclves of act as if we consiileroed
witrselves  orlties of auether jurrly
Ywhich is after al] to do the job or
Pwhether we are roally conseions of
iljl‘:11:|g the revolutionnry pariy whose
{ task §= to rally the workers for the
[zl on eupitalism, which jnsti-
L lies itself in actlon on o brosder
awd  brogedter seale, and pays just
f=0 muach attention to other parties
fns may be pecessary ag an incident
in thiat major task. YWe are the
noti-enpitalist, anti-impervializt, rev-
clutionnry Party and our pre-ocen-
wation {2 ot with the O bat with
the capltalist ayatem in fhe 1. %,
and throughout the world—ithe syvs-
temy which with our sister parties
we aim to overthrow,

(Tha third article of Comrade
Mustes series will appear next
week.)

— o |
on the plantation owners of Arknn-
a8, Hodgers may vet be saved from
a six-months” sentence o jail. To
gave him would be o real ald to
the share-croppers and their union,
of which he i3 a leading militant,

Ilng society™
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Question
Box

By A. WEAYER=———

5. W. PHILADELPHIA—
Question: Do nol  Stalin and
other of his followers prove that
Lenin elaimed that It was possible
to completely build a Sociallst so-
ciety in the Soviet Union alone?
Auswer, The sole theoretlcal jus-
tificatlon piven by the =tallnizta
for the “theorr of Secinlizm  in
one gountry” consists of (wo quo-
tationg from Leuin, one from his
article on  the Tnited Stotes of
Furope, written o 1915, and the
aother from hiz anfindshed acticle on
Cooperntion, aweitteon in 1023, Every-
thing ¢lse that Marx, Engels and
Lenin sald, wrote, or did Is ignored,
ag are the prograoms of the Parcty
aml Young Communist Leagae dur-
ing the October perbod woml all the
oploions cxpreased by the  Party

that we have to 1.“:I_:]1_u|_r_'|:1:-|.'5 during that tlme, Including

ithose of the now-upporters of tho
“theory,™

Gpace does uwob permit o demon-
stration of the fuek that even the
quotations adduced by the Stalin-
i<tz o not permit them the claim
that T.enfn was an -advecate of the
“theory” which Stalin fArst ad-
vanced In 1924, but if vou will refer
to “The Draft Program of the Com-
munist International, o Critielsm of
Fuoodamentala” by TrotsKy, o copy
of which is available from almost
any of the former C.T-A. members,
you will find @ complete analysls
of this question under the chapter
headed “The Theoretical Tradition
of the Party."

L] L ]
{H), NEW YORK—

(Question: What is the difference
hetween a “minimum™ and & Marx-
ian program?

Answers The posing of the prob-
lem in this manner puts the entire
question i o falze lght, The con-
fuslon surrounding the term “'mind-
mum,” where the program of the
political party is concerned, Hows
from the attempt to decres history,

7

Lo, toomet np, 0 prlord, and regnrd-

lega of time and space, the coneopt
of what a program must be, and to
label thi= “Marxist” When a pro-
gram, under definite historical con-
ditions, obvlously advaners the his-
torical needs of the working class
but is nevertheless “less™ than that
which the historieal uoltimarista
wonld “like,” It i3 sometimes ae-
cepted by them but labelled “mini-
muom" 1IN CONTRART to “Marz-
fan”  Actunlly such contrasting is
{mpermissible  ecause  that  pro-
gram, conditioned as it must be by
the life process, which moves social
forecs fn g progressive dlrectlon, 18
MARXIST.

Tt ws reeall a histortenl exam-
e, When the Bolsheviks, under
Tenin, divided the lamd equally
among  the pensaniry, this was
shorply ecritlclzed by Rosa Loxem-
bourg ns having nothing in com-
man with Socialism, The progres-
give chavacter of the progriom of
the Bolslevika 1z now obvious so
thut 11 we wore o follow the meth-
oideloy of those who controst “mind-
mum” with “Marxist™ we mnst nec-
eagurily conclude that the Bolshe-
viks had such s pen-Aarxist “min-
imum' progeam,  Actually it wos
Alnrxlst in the follest sense of the
word mand Trotsky haud occasion (o
pesimb ot thnt 60 they bl Tollewed
Ttesa Loxembonrg's “Marxism® they
mright have been left with chis but
i nll probability withoal the pro-
letaring [waver,

“pp wmeonlid bee peesible 1o speak of

Socinlist perspeetives only  alter
phe  eatubli=lanent oand  swecessfal
preservation  of  fhe  peelefaci.n

power.  Awl 1his power could pie-
aprves ftself only by givieg Jeter-
pnipd co-operation 1o the pensint
in enreving out his revolation,  1f
el alb<teibution of e land wonld
strengthen the socinllat government
politieally, it was then wholly jus-
piibed ns nn immediate measaee, The
peisamk il to e taken as the rev-
olwtion foond dm. . 0" (T HsIOTY
af thie Tenssian Tevolution™}.

The gizt of the matter is this:
ftevolutionists  may,  wthout  §llu.
slom, et @ progrim which does
gl oeeknin all  that ﬂ?u.':u" woimlid
like to see fulfitled bat which nd-
vanees the historieal weecds of so0e
cloty wwiler a given set of circam-
gtamees, ol s=ach o peogram 18
AMARNMISET oven F it e Inbelled
“minlmom™ to show its historicsl

conditloning.

L] L

Question: Is the “Declaration of
Principles™ of the Workers Party
a Marxian docunwnt?

Angwer: YESR! The “Ieclaration™
conlning the follewing polnts which
are emsentinl pererequisites  for ad-
vaneing the historfenl weéds of the
proletarint under  prosest-day his-
tarical conditions: The recognition
af the decline aml reactionary na-
ture of present doy capltalism {im-
perlallsm) ; the recognition of the
nature of the cepitallst state pow-
ers the peed for the overthrow of
capitalism through a revolutionary
strugele for power; for o vangunrd
pacty ;s for the dictatorship of the
working class: for workers' conn-
cils (soviets) ; for a classless aocl-
oty : for a new Intermationul, for
the defensze of the Hoviet Union;
for n sirogele against Imperialist
witr and fasclsm; for a program of
Immediate demands and the wnlted
front : againat reformism, Stalindsm
nnd eentrism,



