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WAR

and the
Franco-Soviet
Pact

By JAMES P. CANNON

The military alliance between
the Soviet Union and the
French government, formally
cffected by the signing of the
mutual assistance agreement on
May 2, raises fundamental
problems of the present epoch
before the advanced workers of
the world in the sharpest form.
It was precisely on the question
of war, which is only the other
side of the question of prole-
tarian revolution, that Interna-
tional Social Democracy con-
summated its historic betrayal
in 1914. Will Stalinism, hand
in hand with the unregenerate
reformists, lead the masses to a
similar catastrophe in the im-
pending war?

A military alliance between
the Soviet Union and one
or more capitalist countrics
agamst others 1s not the main
question here.  In the absence
of support in the form of reve-
lubions ry movements 1 the
eapitalist countries the Soviel
Union might have no alterna-
tive in the event of war. That
such a poliey is deemed neces-
sary now only testifies to the
wenkened position of the Sovict
Union which ensued from the
catastrophic defeats to which
the Comintern under Stalin’s
domination has led the interna-
tional working class. The he-
traval of the Chinese revolution
bore fruit in the aggressions of
Japanese imperialism. The
shameful capitulation of the
Comintern in Germany, supple-
menting the treachery of Social
Democracy, prepared the eon-
ditions for u_II'L‘r]nr offensive
agamnst the Soviet Union. The
pact with thé French govern-
ment takes i:uiru:'ﬂ on the basis!
of these defeats!

The Sovielk Union agrees to
defend the territory of imper-
inlist France with the troops of
the Hed Army in return for a
corresponding promise of the
French government regarding
the territory of the Sovict
Union. Sueh an  agreement
could be made only because the
heads of the Soviet government
do not, or feel that they can-
not, rely on the Furopean
working class to come to its
defense. But in that case it is
necessary to say: the heavy de-
feats inflicted on the working
class movement by the policy
of Stalinism have weakened the
international position of the
Soviet Union and compelled it
to depend on the flimsy strue-
ture of a pact with imperialist
France.

That is the blunt truth and
the workers ought to know it.
But the Stalinists, true to their
policy and practice of deceiv-
ing the workers and: leading
them blind-folded to the abyss,
do not talk this language. They
‘paint ap the rapa:iuua French
imperialists as  advocates of
“peace’” and represent the pact
with them as a “victory for
socialism,” an “advance,” ete.
That 15 a lie, a deception, a
fraud! By such perfidious
methods the French workers
can be dragooned into the
trenches to fight for “peace-
loving” French imperialism;
they cannot be led into a revo-
lutionary struggle to overthrow
IL - - L

What position should the
French working elass take in
the light of the military paet?
That is the main question for
France at the present Lune, and
will very likely be the main
question later in Ameriea. That
16 the heart of the problem of
the coming war as it will be
presented concretely in those
countries which are lined up in
the same bloc with the Soviet
Union.

The Workers Party alone
has given a clear answer to this
question in its Declaration of
Principles. We say, with Lieb-
knecht and Lenin: The enemy
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Strikers Reject Union Busting 'Peace
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and other militont slogans,

HTrest,

WAZO,

laltter,

cops charged nfo the vanks awd

20 Workers Party Pickets Arrested in N. Y.

Demonstration against General Motors

NEW YORK, May & —Twenty Workers Party and Spartacus
Youth Lengue members were arrested here today while picketing the
Genpern]l Motors offiee on Brondway, between 57fh and 55th Strests,
Led by Sam Gordon, managing editor of the New Militant and Al
Drasch, W. P, organlzcr, over o hondred workers participated in a
picket line Hung asround the GAMC, building, shoonting “Support the
Toledo Chevrolet Strikers,” “Smash General Motors Company Unlong®

After forty-five minutes of pleketing,
attracted n noot-doy crowd of 204 onlockera cxpressing their ap
proval and tying ap trafic in the immedicte area.
mnlformed police headed by o plalnelothes captain, severs]l mounted
officers and two radio cars were soon rushed to the seene,
any previous notiee, the captain selzed Gordon apd placed him under

The picket line could not, however, be broken up fn this manner,
Af the ranks reformed lv single file, Gordon, guarded by the capfaio
and two nniformed offbeers, held o ten minute speech, ealling atiention
to the herole struggle of the Toledo strikers and appealing to the
workors assembled to support the steile,
whisked inte 4 pearby store by the police awd held for the patrol
Al Dupsch, leading the line of march at this time, protested
peainst Gorvdon's arvest and woas lmmediately pulled in o join the

Undasnted by these tacticg, the Hoe reformed onee more, takiog
up the chant “Free Our Prlsoners.”

ihr pivirol wagon which had polled up in the menntime,

Im Magistrate's Court, on 0Gd4th Streel, where Attorney Mendel
Luele of the Mop-Partisan Labor Defense pepresonted the prisoners,
the 15 were mmediately released bevanse of insulficient evidence,
while Gordon and Dunsch were paroled for o hearing at a later date,

the demonsiration had
A agqumd of 25

Without

He waz then promptly

‘I'I'I:E:T-um}n the whole squad of
ran bk 18 additional pickets ioto

]_)utchl Party
Gains 4 Seats
In Elections

From Hollmmd comes the gratify-
ing news that our sister party there,
the Revolutionanry Hecialist Work-
crg Party, has gaioed 4 mandates
in the provineial clections held re
ek Ly,

What mukes this glmple pleee of
news more important than at fest
seoma npparent B the fact that of
all the parties standing in one form
or abotheér on a wnr]-[iﬂg class basis
—it wagz the ane apholding the ban-
ner of the Fourth International
thut made the most decisive goains,

The Communist Party increased
its mandates by three, The Social
moeratic parcty lost  one.

The MNpzls made econsiderable
Buins; but when it is uwnderstood
that they have been hesvily subssi-
dized by Hitler's funds, thus enab-
ling them to set up & huge prope-
ganda machine, the resulis are not
go Aurprislng as It might seem at
firat flosh,

This was the frat election cam-
paign for the newly organized rev-
clutionary party in Holland., Like
the Workera Party im the United
Htates, the R.E.W.P, came about as
a fuslon of two cuorrents in the
labor movemedt, A galn of fouwr
mandates lg only a begioniog, It
does, bowever, show clearly that
what to others secmed only na an
fdea is steadily but surely impress
ing itself on the mimdas of workers
ull over the world—the Fourth In-
terpational marches on.

‘Wildcat’Miners Boo
Solons at Hearing

HARRISBRURG, Pa—Five thoo-
sangd coal fruckers, who operatbe
“mines” o which the shole family
cngnges, trekked into  Harrisborg
where g hearfng was held on a hill
thet would deprive them of the
right to wse the bighwavs for the
tronsportation of coml.

The bill was inmirodoced by Rep-
resentative George 10, Holatrom of
Lebigh whe labelled the truckers
15 “hootleg miners.” The object of
the Bl wonld require &¥ery fnadlim
pendent miner and tracker to gef
o specin]l permit to nse the bighway,
The passage of Lhe bill would make
it neeessary for cach trucker to
show “abllity to pay for damages
resititing from wvehicle aecldents”
It = obwious that the bill was in-
troduce] at the behest of the conl
barvonsg of che state who hope by
the pazzage of the hill o exchinle
the frgekers from the snorsd cight
of mining their own lots, thos safe-
guarding an intrusion on the profits
of the coal barons, Fhere are over
3.5 truckers engaged in earning
a lveliheod through this method,

Speakers for the bill were ghouk-
od down, the bill itself torm to
pleces by Michael Demchak of the
Workers Party and thrown at the
fect of Ilepresentative Holstrom,
Truckers apeaking against the bill
were applanded and cheered with
gusto.

——

Allard Leads
Illinois Jobless

On_(lg_pitol

EIFRINGFIELLY, 110, May 7.—Laed
hy (aeTry Allard, chairmon of the
four connly organizniions of the
Mlinois  Workers  Allinnes,  more
il 1M nnemployed demonstrac-
edd ot Ll stale capitol for the fm-
medigte resnmpdlion of relief,

With MO0 hoeman beings foe-
ing imminent starmtion heennse of
thie ]H‘.l]ll':it!ﬁ of Harey 'I:I1:||:|'|ii:|m minid
Eovernor Horner, for whom the iz
suanee of reliel s o poeliticnl Toot-
ball, this action §s the ficst to foree

pitention from the politieal pay-
triotoers,
Allard and a commitbee of five

intervicwed the governor amd  de-
manded from him that the legisin-
ture approprinte auficient funds to
reeapeen oll relief  stations in the
state. Only in this way, It was
pointsd ont wonld the jobless he
anved from indeseribable suffering.

"I"'m powerlesa to act” the gow-
ernor told the men,

“If o forcign enemy were invid-
ing the state, youo wouold find a way
tav nek, would yon not  Allared
nzked, and the smug executive be-
gun to sgquirm in his chale, the un-
empoyed leader ralzed his  voles
aharply : “An enemy just as potent
as a war is present right now in
this atate"

In that swave manner which
makes a wirtue of evasion in an-
gwer to the demands of working-
min, Governor Horner informed the
eommities that the only hope was
the ralsing of the aales tax from
two to three cents.

This answer, in the oplnion of
qualified observers, throws the en-
tire question into the arena of the
gtate legislature where the snarling
republican and domocratle gacties
may squabble over it. Purthermore,
ng u method of alleviating suffer-
ing, it follows the well'worn rule
of transfering the burden from
thonsands of miserable unempioyed
to thousunds of other slightly less
miserable employed workera,

IHearing the report of the com-
mittiee, the 1,066 demonstrators de-
citled unanimeusly to organize a
stato-wide march on the capitol s
to camp on lts steps untll the rellef
statlcns are reopented.

OAKLAND, Cal, (P), — Long-
ghoremen ai Crockett refused to
work when the Matsen liner Mak-
nwne preparved to inke on oil hapdl-
o by nonunlon crews. The long-
shoremen struck in aympathy with
striking oil tanker seamen.

The atrike bas nothing te do with
the recent strike at Crockett of the
wirehousemen employed at the big
sugar  relinery.

ALLENTOWN, Pa. (FI'").—The
witk-0ld strike of ribbon workers
continme bo sproeadd, m:!q_'lr:l'dh:l,g; LivEiE=
parts at o eonference of natlonal
dolegates of the Upited Ribbon
Workera and the American Felera-
tion of Silk Workera In Allentown.

All but threa small Paterson,
MN.J,, shops are ahut down, while
it least 509 of the Allentown arem
ig tied up, delegates stated,
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Muste Rallies

N. Y. Support
For Auto Strike

400 Cheer Speaker to
Echo in Inspiring
Meeting

NEW "i’l_'ll'tl{_w—-i-}ulidurll}" struck
the keynote of the Workers Party
mesting in support of the Toledo
Cheveolet strikers,

Boginning with a stirring  mes-
sage from & youlg comride direct
from the fiving line enthuoziasm re-
mained unabated throogh the en-
gire mecting which ended with the
singing of “On the Line” by the
enfire aadience of A,

The hall at Irving Pluxa rang
with applavse as comrade Cpnnon,
chairman of the meeting, introdiceed
A, J, Muste as the representative
of the Workera Party jn the Tolodo
strike. It did not take lomg for
ihis ovation to re-scho once again
inm response Lo the vivid picture of
the plcker line painted by the Na-
tional Secretary of the WD,

Heviewing Toledo's Tradition

Wirh rapt attention the andisnes
listened as comrade Muste desoribed
the background of the strike. the
killing speed-up, the apy system and
the company nolons,  Especially in-
teresting here was the report of the
stqibe af mimd of the Chevrolot
workors during the great Auto-Lite
strike of lost yepr.,  Here iF o was
gtated that at thot e Lthe work-
era, nnder the infuenee of the Come-
pany nnion propagandua, tore  up
leallets ealling on tham to swpgeord
the embattled Auto-llbe men,

Only o year hal elapsed, Muste
perimeled out, and these same workers
tormed one of the tightest plokel
lines the connlry has over seen, S5o
Light in fmct thal RKuoudsen, wviee
pregident of Genornl  Aotors  was
foresd too secure permizsion  from
Jimmy olland, chairman of the
Strike Committee, before he could
enter the plant.

Warns Against Dillon

Continuing in bis rounded de-
seription, Muste warned of the per-
fidions doings of Dillon and Co. who
Iead come on Che scene to spike the
atruggle or failing that to trim
it aof all militaney, That the Teledo
batile hags thus far steersd elear of
the Akron road I8 chiefly dwe Lo one
fuctor, sald Muste, and thet is not
some gpecial goality in the Chevro-
let workers, bat to the presence of
and Influenee of the revelutionary
party, the Workera Farty.

An inptance of this fact was
driven home when o telegram re-
celved the sanme afternoon from To-
Ilo was read by thoe speaker. In
it was disclosed the fact that a
voung comrade who had distributed
n leaflet of the Workers I*arty
wirning the atrikers of the com-
pany moves wag beld prisober by
strike officials. After presenting a
Marxist argument,” the telegram
pead, "he suseeeded in convincing
them of the correcibess of the con-
tents of the handbill and secured
unanimous congent for the distri-
bution of it" The crowd roarcd
with chesrs and langhter.

L Ovation From Crowd

On u rizging crescendo  Muoste
polnted out that what the strikers
needed moest was support from other
paria of the country aod he ap-
pealed to the workers present to
continue the good work thus far
begun in picketlng General Molors
vifices and salesrooms, For a full
two minptes the chalrman tried in
vitin b make himself heard over
the prolonged ovation  aceorded
Comrade Muste az he took his seat,

The cheers and hand clapping
was translnted joto something more
subatantinl as Comrade Cannon in-
troduced the anique featore of aue-
tioning off a few score coples of
the lirst issue of “8Strike ‘Truth"
bronght from Toledo, As high as
ten dollars was pald for o single
copy and the total
E100 jn gocd American currency.

HOUATON, Tex, | FPF).—Depaty
sheriffs, declared by Wilbur IMckey,
Internatlonal Seamen's Unlon agent,
to be working in connection with
the sblpplug company, arresbed
four strikers at Houston on &
charge of disturbing the peace,

Thi men were seleed when they
atiempied to board the tanker
Bramdvywine bo got thelr  elothes,
following a walkoot, according to
Dckey., Troohle aross when the
captiin of the Brandywine and an
offtcial of the Norsworthy Jdocks
tried to keep the strikers from the
ahip, and one atriker was injured
when he fell while trylng to dodge
a blow, Dilckey explalined.

DETROIT, May 3.

strike,

FLINT, Mich, May 6.—At a ma-et-
ing of the Buick local In Fling Sun-
duy night, Francis J. Dillon soe-
cocded in smaxzbing strong ansgatd
meent for o sirilke dMopday morping,
ity I'-I_"fl]:lli:I:IF: ta allasy the rank anod
file to speak (rom the door, he rall-
rogidled throwgh o plan o wait on
s government eleetion in Toleds of
Chevreolet workers, Coming at a
time when 35000 workers wers
about to win o victory over General
Wotors, ecalling off of the Flint
sirike in faver of an election s
coleulated to preveni the apread of
il sirike and to break the lighting
&piclt of the Cheveolet local.

Umtil IMllon spoke, the ey
hull of Buick muola workers called
loudly for strike Moenday morning,
At every mention of the Toledo
gtrikers the crowd stnmped their
feet and cheered, Until Harck, 1¥l-
lon's  representative, and  Dillen
himself spoke the meeting was a
atrike meeting and the sentiment
wis for pickel 1ines !‘In!lﬂll.[lﬂ}" EOrn-
ing.

Hart Imtroduced the frat antl-
Atrike aeotlment when be sald, “I'm
not 20 much concermed with whe-
ther you men go on sirike but with
A new set-up all-accund for Amerl-
can labaf”  He torned to futare
hopes all around for wll  Amer-
lean labor and made no meotion of
tomorrow's strike, although a copy
aof the contract of immediate de-
mands they were po strlke for was
in the honds of every Buolck auto
worker at the mesting.

Hefore Hurd finished, IdMllon #n-
tered the mesting with three newss
paper men,  The erowd instantly
B the  reporbers aml  eried :
“Throw them oufl™ Calle for an
cxpulsion vote were denied by the
chairman and Dilom spoke, ‘The
speech which followed was nicely
cialeulated to destroy strike senoti-
ment not only in Flint but for all
aute workera fighting for their un-
fon against General Motors, and to
hand the men instead a gold brick.
1t contained the followlng polnts:

Aensing the onthusinsm  of the
Liuick workers for the Chevreolet
atrikers In Toledae, THllon prompily
teok credit for the strike of Laocal
15384, He =aid: “We waorked out

reached ovel;a strategy for fighting General Mo-

tors weeks ago. ‘The one place
where they dido't think we would
atrike was Toledo, We fooled them.
xow the Teledo sirikers are k-
ting up 8 magolicent fight” He
took full credit on himsell for the
Tolede strike but failed to mention
that for thirty days before Tobedo
went oot he hied in his pocket a
general  aontomoblle  strike  vole
which he never nsed. Ile failed to
mention that the strike In ‘Toledo
wias called without asking IMllon.
Or that Norwood came on the plck-
et lne without asking Dillon.

FPoint 2 was railroading she EOT-
efnment election through and bell-

ing the men “to go back to work

(Continned on Page 2)

Alove is part of the mass picket line that daily forms around e
General Motors Chevrolet plant in Toledo, and has so tightly closed if
down that no one enters whthout permission of the picket committee,

Dillon Spikes Flint Strike
Vote; Slurs Toledo Workers

BETLLETIN
Burke Cochrane, Workers Party organizer, amnd
Sam Eeck, Spartacus Youth leader, weprg arres{ed today while picket-
g the Chevrolet plant here. The police interfered afier some hours
of militant picketing with banners demsmling support for the Toleilo
The company officials feared (hat fhe banners aml slogans
shoutsd by the marders might have o “had™ efMest on plant workers.
L

of InquiryintoMinor
Kidnap QOutrage

The geene of frscist hooliganism
has shifted iasi week from lta cus-
tomary habitat, Californfa, to the
city of Gallup in New Mexico, ob-
et AMinor amd  Donald  Jevinson,
lawyer sent by the LL.D, to defend
Ll miners arcested on Apell 4 as
ihe resull of a clash in which a
sheriff and fwo unemployed work-
s were shot dead, were Eldnapped
by the hapds of hoeoligans and
hedten,

Sitting In a ear parked fn the
busineat sectlon of Gallup at 10030
AL on the night of May Z, Minor
and Tavieson were foreed ong of
the car, Minor being slugged on the
head with o blackjack, pushed into
separate cuars amd driven into the
ilesert by  the kidemppers. The
seene was witnesaed by Mrs, Dartol,
wife of one of the workers held for
the murder of the sheriff and sev-
eral others connected with the 1L
I,

The next day Minor and Levinson
were founnd wandering in the desert
40 miles from Gallap by an Indiap
guide, Tobe, who belped them to
his bome and later to the hospital
where they were tnken, Both of
them were hadly beaten.

The authoritles of New Mexieo
hiive promised an  Investigation.
After the first few days, the kid-
mwapping athll freah in the mind=2 of
the publio, the Federal aothorities
provecded to “Investlgate.” With
prodests pouring o, the rigmarole
of pretense gone through, the in-
vestigation of the kldnapping re-
maing a “closed incldent™ as far as
the Fisderml aothoritles are ocon-
eormed, More aulerages have oo-
curresd o Gallwp, several daya
nge, two automobiles  Alled  with
vighlantes went through the work-
ers’ district of Gallup and fired
shota at the homes of some of Che
defendants,

The federnl aunthorliles  elaim
ihnt Minor aml Levinssn were not
kidonppusd, that “they were not il-
logully trensperted”  When i3 an
alsduetion legel? Mr, Commings of
the Department of Justice does nof
ataie Beihg benten, slugged and
foreed to go to a hospitnl is evi
dently 2 normal cobdition in the
atete of New Mexies f yon are
ihere bo defend workers Im the
cluteh of capitalist justlee,

Workers organizations all over
the country bave protested the kid-
napping. A L., Wirln of the Amer-
fean Civil Likertlea Unlon is on his
wuy to Gallup to conduct an inves.
tigation amd to help in the defense
of the ten miners held on the
framed-up charge of murder,
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TRIM SCABS

Rolarﬁounds
Fighting Note
At Big Meeting

Resume ‘Strike Truth’
as Union Prepares to
Spread Battle

EULLETIN

As we go to press, word comes
from Toleda that the Cheyrolet
strikers have rejected the ecom-
pany’s “peace”™ proposals hy an
overwhelming majority. The elec-
tion conducted by the U. 5. De-
partment of Labor, showed a vote
of 1,251 against aceeptance and
anly #05 for. The strikers are
jubilant at their victory. The
militaney of their ranks has been
strengthened all along the line.

Special to New Militant

TOLEDD, Ohie, May 7.—35.000
General Motors workees, on strike
wr alfechsl by plant closures doe fo
Lk of ueeessary  parks, marked
tie foday as they awalited the ont-
o of an election 1o e held lere
tomarrow under the ansgplees of the
Department of Labor o determine
b her the Polasdee  Chovoolet
atrikers desiecd to nesepl e GO
O, proposuals and relurn 10 work oF
fo aEmin rejeet them and continue
their sirike for uulon recognition
il o sigoed contract,

After o week of decisive and mitl-
tant action in which the Toledo
sirikors fied op almest the entlre

| Cheveolet division of Geoeral Mo-

U.S. Washes Hands;

fors and aspread (e steike to Cleve-

lnnd, Atlantn amd MNorwosd, 0O,
Franela DHllon, nativnal A, 1 of Ta
organizer in the putomebile indus-
try, succeeded o diverting  the

givile from the pleket-lines to the
badlor-booths and o cuebin:  the
wealkont of 9000 Buick workers in
Flint who hald previeusly vobed to
go on strike yesterday.

Dillon Aecepis Seab Terms

The clecticn wis called for by
Hllon  followiong a meeting  held
liere by a company union group last
waturdny night at the Chamber of
Commerce which was attended by
some T men, most of them form-
er employees of the Toledo Cheveo-
let, strike-brenkers and foremen,
This group, organized by the G.M.C,
offticinls a5 a scab-herding agency,
put forth a demand for an election
on the preclse terms asccepted by
Iillon,

Dillon, together with Edward Me-
Cirmdy, assistapt secretary of labor,
wod Thomas Willimmson, federal
coneiliator, jammed the decision to
hold the vote down the throats of
all but three of the eight strike-
comimittee men afier almost seVien
hours of continuous verbal pound-
ing on these new and inexperienced
union gen,

Dillen followed this manegver to
curlk the militunt temilencles of the
gtrike by addressing n meeting ol
ihe Boick local at Flint of the
United Automobile Workers Federal
Labor Unien in which he so mis-
reprezented the  sentiments  and
Aghting gqualities of the Toeledo
workers that he discouraged the
Flint workers from taking strile
action pendlog the results of the
Toledo vote, In his remarks, Dillon
eulled the Toledo strike a “circus,”
ilefinitely implied that the Toledo
givlkers were yvellow, had ealled for
the election amd wanbed to reiurn
to work, and told the Flint workers
not to strike untll the Toledo Chew-
rolet workers had proved they wers
vgoploms and wonld net go back
on the Flingk workers.

5,0 Kally Supqort

The awwwer b6 this  infamous
glamder was glven yesterday by the
more than 1000 Chevealet workors
on the maszs pleket-lines, the entha-
sinslic mecting of 1400 unicn sErik-
ers last night  who fiereely  dg-
nounced the company’s proposals,
apd o muoss mecting of Toledo labor
tonight which jammed over 50
workers into the Civie Aunditoriom
in support of the Chevrolet strikers
pnid  for  the continnance of the
sErike,

At the buge mass mecting to-
night, at which [HMllon was the
priveipal speaker, he put forwaed
a compbebe class collaboration poiot
af wview, one of conciliation with
the employers in which he boasted
of hls impartiality, and spoke of the
compaly's propoanls which offered
thie workera even less than they had

before the atrike, as offering some

(Centinued on Page 2)




